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Extreme  Makeover-Conference 


We  hope  our  readers 
enjoy  this  special 
edition  of 
Louisiana  Now! 
which  includes  an 
insert  with  impor¬ 
tant  scholarship 
information,  pp.  3-5. 
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The  Communications  Department  of  the 
La.  Annual  Conference  announces  a  new 
look  for  the  conference  website,  located  at 
www.la-umc.org. 

“The  new  design  offers  a  cleaner,  more 
up-to-date  look  for  the  website.  Our  intent 
with  this  new  format  is  to  provide  a  user 
friendly  site  that  minimizes  the  time  need¬ 
ed  to  search  for  specific  items  and 
resources,”  said  Tim  Hebert,  webmaster. 
The  home  page  offers  new  features,  includ¬ 
ing  a  spot  for  up-to-the-minute  news  stories 


If  not  for  the  devastation  of  Hurricane 
Katrina,  Brandi  Russell  admits  she  would 
never  have  evacuated  from  Lake  Charles  as 
Hurricane  Rita  approached  the  Louisiana 
coast  in  September  of  2005. 

“I  was  about  to  deliver  our  baby  boy,  so 
the  thought  of  leaving  my  doctor  was 
upsetting.  But  I  knew  that  I  had  no  choice 
but  to  go.  My  husband,  who  is  a  police 
officer,  was  allowed  to  evacuate  with  me 


and  easy  access  tabs  for  all  major  resource 
areas  of  the  conference.  Dated  information 
has  been  eliminated,  and  a  wealth  of  new 
church  information  has  been  included. 

“We  were  already  working  on  the  new 
design  when  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita 
hit.  The  need  for  immediate  turnaround  of 
news  underscored  the  importance  of  finish¬ 
ing  the  new  design  and  placing  a  heavier 
importance  on  web  communication,”  said 
Betty  Backstrom,  conference  communica¬ 
tions  director. 


because  of  my  condition,”  said  Russell. 

On  Sept.  22,  the  couple  fled  all  the  way 
to  Marshall,  Tex.  because  there  was  no  city 
closer  to  find  shelter.  Brandi  wound  up 
delivering  Ryerson  Russell  in  an 
Alexandria,  La.  hospital  on  Oct.  3,  weeks 
after  her  original  delivery  date  of  Sept.  23. 
“Things  were  a  bit  scary  because  I  had  ges¬ 
tational  diabetes,  and  the  doctors  had  set 
the  earlier  date  to  insure  a  safe  delivery,” 
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website  edition 

The  new  design  makes  it  easier  to 
include  immediate  items  and  gives 
browsers  home  page  access  to  important 
information  on  Christian  Education, 
Spiritual  Formation,  Volunteers  in  Mission, 
Youth,  Special  Ministries,  Church 
Extension  and  more.  Fast  click  icons  for 
the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana,  Percept  Information,  Info  Serv 
and  current  and  archived  issues  of  the 
Louisiana  Now!  are  all  conveniently  locat¬ 
ed  on  the  home  page. 


said  Russell.  Fortunately,  mother  and  baby 
are  fine. 

Brandi  is  now  serving  as  the  director  for 
the  Lake  Charles  UM  Storm 
Relief/Recovery  Center  at  University 
United  Methodist  Church.  She  balances 
new  motherhood  with  the  challenges  of 
processing  assessments  for  over  1 ,000 
clients  who  have  suffered  storm  damage 

See  Rita  /  page  7 


Rita:  The  Forgotten  Storm 


Scenes  from  Hurricane  Rita  affected  areas  of  the  Lake  Charles  and  Acadiana  districts  are  pictured  above.  Clockwise  from 
top  left,  youth  aid  in  removal  of  debris;  blue  tarps  dot  the  rooftops  of  damaged  homes;  extensive  damage  at  Wakefield 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Cameron  Parish;  a  work  team  does  demolition  in  a  flood  damaged  home.  Hurricane  Rita  dam¬ 
aged  a  large  portion  of  the  western  gulf  coast  of  Louisiana  and  inland  on  the  Lousiana  -  Texas  border. 


Pastors  and  relief  workers  recall  tragedies  and  triumphs  of  Hurricane  Rita 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Great  Expectations  and  Confidence 


Kay  and  I  have  just  returned  to 
Louisiana  from  being  at  the  Congress  on 
Evangelism  in  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

The  Congress,  held  at  the  Opryland 
Hotel,  was  an  uplifting  three  days  of 
challenge,  encouragement,  support  and 
care.  This  event  was  originally  sched¬ 
uled  to  meet  in  New  Orleans  and  we,  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  were  to  be 
the  hosts.  When  Hurricane  Katrina  rav¬ 
aged  New  Orleans,  it  became  necessary 
to  move  to  another  site.  But  the  planners 
still  wanted  us  to  act  as  hosts. 
Consequently,  several  from  Louisiana 
were  present  to  welcome  persons  to 
“New  Orleans  North”,  Nashville. 

Much  of  the  Congress  focused  on  the 
hurricane  disasters  and  on  the  people  of 
the  Gulf  Coast.  Videos  were  shown,  tes¬ 
timonies  given,  and  offerings  taken.  As  I 
was  ready  to  depart  for  home,  the  treas¬ 
urer  said,  “Wait  a  minute  Bishop  so  I  can 
get  a  check  for  you  for  the  offerings  that 
have  been  received.  This  will  be  for  you 
in  Louisiana  and  for  the  people  of 
Mississippi  and  Alabama  as  well.”  He 
handed  me  a  check  for  $13,000,  the  gifts 
of  those  gathered  to  worship  God  and 
grow  in  their  faith  and  their  skills  at  how 
to  introduce  others  to  Jesus  Christ. 

The  whole  church  is  aware  of  our 
heartaches  and  hardships.  They  are  con¬ 
cerned  about  our  well-being.  They  want 
to  help  rebuild  our  churches  and  want  to 
support  our  many  needs.  In  so  many 
ways  it  is  very  humbling  to  be  from 
Louisiana  these  days.  Everywhere  I  turn 
someone  wants  to  give  me  money,  send  a 
work  team,  send  flood  buckets,  or  help  in 
some  way.  It  is  truly  heartwarming  to  be 
on  the  receiving  end  of  the  generosity  of 
people.  And  I  stop  and  think,  “What  did 
I  do  to  deserve  this?  Why  should  I  be 
the  one  who  receives  the  lavish  love  of 
the  church?  Who  are  we  in  Louisiana 
that  the  whole  world  is  sending  us 
prayers,  money,  materials  for  building, 
hope  and  love?”  I  gratefully  receive 
these  acts  of  grace,  and  pray  to  God  to  be 
worthy  of  the  extended  love  evident  in 
each  act. 

From  Nashville  Kay  and  I  drove  to 
Woodworth,  Louisiana,  to  the  Wesley 
Center  (formerly  known  as  The 
Louisiana  Conference  Center)  where  the 
winter  Discemer’s  Academy  was  in  ses¬ 
sion.  Some  twenty  Discemers  were 
present  along  with  16  staff  persons,  led 
by  Dr.  Rebecca  Miles  of  Perkins  School 
of  Theology.  When  I  stood  up  in  front  of 
those  twenty  eager  persons  and  knew 
they  were  seeking  to  know  the  will  and 
way  of  God  for  their  lives,  I  was  hum¬ 
bled  again.  In  that  room  were  several  of 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


the  future  clergy 
leaders  of  our 
Conference.  I  told 
them  that  now  is  one 
of  the  most  exciting 
times  to  enter  into 
ministry  in 
Louisiana’s  long  his¬ 
tory,  for  the  door  is 
wide  open  to  a  new 
way  of  being  the 
church.  The  pioneer  settlers  of  our  great 
state  had  nothing  on  those  who  are  going 
to  shape  and  do  ministry  following  hurri¬ 
canes  Katrina  and  Rita.  Not  one 
Discemer  seemed  to  shy  away  from  the 
challenge.  They  too  are  ready  and  eager 
to  give  of  themselves  so  that  our  lives 
will  be  put  back  together  and  the 
Kingdom  of  God  furthered. 

As  we  enter  2006  we  do  so  with  a 
very  different  agenda  than  in  any  “nor¬ 
mal”  year.  We  have  the  love,  care, 
prayers,  presence  and  monies  of  fellow 
believers  that  are  pouring  into  our 
Conference.  We  have  offers  for  personal 
and  physical  help  unlike  anything  we 
have  seen  before.  We  have  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  shape  ministry  in  our  largest  city 
to  meet  the  challenges  and  needs  of  a 
new  day  and  a  returning  people.  We 
have  the  blessing  of  welcoming  new  peo¬ 
ple  into  our  cities  and  towns  and  of  help¬ 
ing  them  find  a  place  in  their  new  home. 
And  we  will  have  the  joy  of  starting  new 
churches  across  the  state  as  we  try  and 
minister  to  the  new  population  centers. 
God  will  bless  us  with  many  new  begin¬ 
nings. 

My  prayer  for  2006  is  that  we  will 
have  the  discernment  necessary  to  hear 
and  know  the  will  of  God  for  our  life 
together  and  that  we  will  have  the  able 
bodies  and  willing  spirits  to  bring  that  to 
fruition.  The  whole  world  wants  to  help 
us.  They  are  sending  money,  people  and 
prayers.  Our  own  people  are  responding 
to  God’s  call  upon  their  lives  for  full 
time  church  related  service.  It’s  a  great 
day  for  a  great  revival  and  a  new  church 
in  Louisiana.  Won’t  you  join  me  in  pray¬ 
ing  for  God’s  guidance  and  to  make  us 
worthy  of  all  the  expectations  and  confi¬ 
dence  God  and  God’s  people  are  putting 
in  us?  This  will  be  a  journey  that  will 
make  history!  I’m  so  glad  I’m  on  it  with 
you. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

Bill  Hutchinson 

fell 


Bishops  asked  to  push  for  justice  in  US  Immigration  Reform 


NEW  YORK — Top  mission  leaders  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  are  appeal¬ 
ing  to  the  bishops  of  the  denomination  in 
the  United  States  to  get  involved  in  advo¬ 
cating  just  and  fair  immigration  reform  leg¬ 
islature  affecting  1 1  million  undocumented 
persons  in  the  US. 

The  letter,  dated  Jan.  3,  was  stimulated 
by  the  House  of  Representatives’  passage 
of  the  Sensenbrenner-King  immigration 
bill  last  month.  A  key  point  of  this  bill, 
anticipated  to  reach  the  Senate  floor  in 
mid-January,  is  to  turn  “any  relative, 
employer,  co-worker,  co-congregant,  or 
friend  of  an  undocumented  immigrant”  into 
a  criminal.  The  bill  (HR  4437)  is  known 
formally  as  “Border  Protection, 
Antiterrorism,  and  Illegal  Immigration 
Control  Act.”  If  enacted,  the  letter  states, 
the  bill  will  “have  a  devastating  effect  on 
immigrants,  refugees  and  asylum  seekers.” 

Bishop  Joel  N.  Martinez  of  San 
Antonio,  president  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  and  Bishop  Edward 
Paup  of  the  Alaska  Missionary  and  Pacific 
Northwest,  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR),  urged  their  colleague  bishops 
to  see  that  the  voice  of  the  Church  is  heard 
on  Capital  Hill. 

The  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  mission  board,  and  the  Rev.  Paul 


Dirdak,  who  heads  UMCOR,  also  signed 
the  appeal  to  the  bishops. 

“UMCOR  has  general  and  specific  rea¬ 
sons  for  alarm,”  said  Rev.  Dirdak.  “Section 
202  of  the  bill  could  jeopardize  UMCOR’s 
Justice  for  Our  Neighbors  program,”  he 
said.  Under  this  provision,  a  church  group 
that  provides  assistance  to  undocumented 
immigrants  could  be  considered  an  “alien 
smuggler”  and  a  criminal,  he  explained. 

United  Methodist  bishops  have  a  long 
history  of  supporting  justice  for  immigrants 
and  refugees.  Methodists  are  called  to  fol¬ 
low  the  gospel  imperative  of  “loving  the 
sojourner”  with  genuine  hospitality. 

The  letter  urges  comprehensive  immi¬ 
gration  reform  and  further  appeals  to  the 
bishops  to  ensure  that  a  refugee  and  immi¬ 
gration  coordinator  is  appointed  in  each 
annual  conference,  as  stipulated  since  the 
1 980s  by  the  church’s  Book  of  Discipline, 
or  constitution. 

Cash  gifts  help  UMCOR  continue  to 
support  work  of  volunteers  in  the  20  local 
churches  where  Justice  for  Our  Neighbors 
offers  free  legal  counseling  to  immigrants. 
Checks  can  be  mailed  to  UMCOR,  PO 
Box  9068,  New  York,  NY  10087.  Write 
UMCOR  Advance  #901285  in  the  memo 
line.  One  hundred  percent  of  every  dona¬ 
tion  to  any  appeal  goes  to  support  the  min¬ 
istry  a  donor  designates. 


La.  United  Methodist  church  seeks  Youth  Minister 


United  Methodist  Congregation  with  average  worship  attendance  of  260  located  in 
fastest  growing  area  of  state  seeks  youth  minister  to  work  with  30-50  students  in  grades  6 
and  up  to  develop  a  student  ministry  integrating  faith  in  daily  life.  Salary  package  nego¬ 
tiable  based  on  education  and  experience.  Send  resumes  no  later  than  January  3 1 ,  2006, 
to  Interview  Team,  c/o  Rev.  Lynn  Malone,  P.  O.  Box  388,  Benton,  LA,  71006. 

IRS  Announces  2006  Standard  Mileage  Rates 

The  Internal  Revenue  Service  today  issued  the  2006  optional  standard  mileage  rates 
used  to  calculate  the  deductible  costs  of  operating  an  automobile  for  business  purposes. 

Beginning  Jan.  1,  2006,  the  standard  mileage  rates  for  the  use  of  a  car  will  be  44.5 
cents  per  mile  for  business  miles  driven. 

“The  IRS  took  the  extraordinary  step  of  temporarily  increasing  the  standard  mileage 
rates  in  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane  Katrina,”  IRS  Commissioner  Mark  W.  Everson  said. 
“We  promised  to  continue  closely  monitoring  the  situation.  The  2006  mileage  rates  reflect 
that  gas  prices  have  dropped.” 

Local  churches  in  the  conference  should  adjust  to  the  new  rate  of  44.5  cents  per  mile. 
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William  W.  Hutchinson  Resident  Bishop 

Don  Cottrill  Provost 

Betty  Backstrom  Editor 

Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and  is  published  twice  a  month. 

Subscriptions  are  $15  for  one  year,  $25  for  two  years. 

(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.) 

Send  subscriptions,  news  and  information  to: 

Editor 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
E-mail:  lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888)  239-5286  ext.  227 
(225)  346-1646,  (225)  383-2652  fax 

You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.la-umc.org 


2006  Scholarship  Information 


&  Other  Important  Stuff 


GO  GO  GO... 

That’s  right  -  just  GO!  GO  ahead  and  browse 
through  these  pages,  gleaning  important  informa¬ 
tion  on  finding  sources  for  funding  your  Higher 
Education!  You  hold  in  your  hands  our  latest  effort 
to  get  important  information  into  your  hands  in  the 
most  efficient  way  possible.  This  expanded  (and  for 
many,  complimentary)  La  Now  contains  a  treasure 
trove  for  those  seeking  ways  to  finance  their  higher 
education.  The  next  3  pages  contain  a  ton  of 
resources.  I  hope  you  will  look  it  over  carefully  and 
pass  it  on  to  all  who  may  benefit  from  its  offerings. 
(A  few  extra  copies  are  available  through  my  office) 
These  pages  replace  what  has  traditionally  been  a 
bulk  mailing  packet  sent  out  each  January.  You  will 
also  find  some  contact  information  about  a  few 
upcoming  events.  Remember,  up  to  date  youth 
information  can  always  be  found  on  our  website 
www.la-umc.ora/youth/  Please  let  me  know  how 
else  I  might  be  in  service  to  you. 

Grace  &  Peace, 

Tom  Dolph,  Conference  Director  of  Youth 
Ministries. 


tytreat 


Wesley  Center, 
Woodworth,  Louisiana 


$75.00  Before  Deadline 

#1  February  10th  -  12th,  2006 

#  2  February  17th  -  19th,  2006 

Deadline  for  BOTH  events:  February  3rd,  2006 

You  can  register  online  at:  http://www.la-umc.org/youth/ 
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2006  Confirmation  Day 

Saturday,  March  25th,  2006 

10:00  a.m.  -  3:00  p.m. 

Registration  begins  at  9:15  am  &  Program  starts  at  10:00  am 

Cost  is  $20.00  per  person 

For  further  information,  call  225-346-1646  or  1-888-239-5286 
Get  form  or  register  online  at:  http://www.la-umc.org/youth/ 
REGISTRATIONS/CHANGES  AFTER  MARCH  17TH  WILL  BE  ACCEPTED  ON 
A  SPACE  AVAILABLE  BASIS  AND  WILL  BE  ASSESSED  A  $10.00  LATE  FEE. 


Scholarships  Available  from  The  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
Scholarship  Application  Deadline  Who  may  apply? 

Allan  Jerome  Burry  Scholarship  be  an  active,  full  member  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  for  at  least  three  years  and  be  nominated  by  their  campus 


February  1 


Brandenburg 

HANA 

Ethnic 


March  1 
April  1 
May  1 


Gift  of  Hope  May  1 


ministry  unit  or  college  chaplain,  a  citizen/permanent  resident  of  the  U.S.  OR  a  member  of  a  Central  Conference  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  have  a  B+  (3.5)  cumulative  academic  average,  document  financial  need 
Graduate  program  for  students  35  years  of  age  or  older 

Hispanic,  Asian,  Native  American  or  Pacific  Islander  students  who  are  juniors  or  seniors  in  college  OR  graduate  students 
Hispanic,  Asian,  Native  American,  Pacific  Islander  or  Black  undergraduate  students 
For  students  at  any  accredited  college  who  have  shown  leadership  within  the  U  M  Church 
Helen  &  Allen  Brown  Scholarship  an  active  member  of  The  UMC  for  a  least  three  years  prior  to  applying,  be  recommended  by  their  pastor,  &  current 
May  1  member  of  a  UMC  in  the  New  Orleans  District,  Louisiana  Conference  or  the  Nashville  District  of  the  Tennessee 

Conference,  have  B  (3.0)  average  or  above,  able  to  demonstrate  financial  need,  a  citizen/permanent  resident  of  the  U.S. 
Ernest  I.  &  Eurice  Miller  Bass  Scholarship  an  active,  full  member  of  The  UMC  for  at  least  one  year  prior  to  application, enrolled  full  time  in  an  accredited 
June  1  an  active,  full  member  of  The  UMC  for  at  least  one  year  prior  to  application, enrolled  full  time  in  an  accredited  institution, 
institution,  working  on  an  undergraduate  degree,  a  citizen/permanent  resident  of  the  U.S. 

The  Priscilla  R.  Morton  Scholarshipan  active,  full  member  of  The  UMC  for  at  least  one  year  prior  to  application,  enrolled  in  an  accredited  institution 
June  1  working  toward  a  degree,  a  citizen/permanent  resident  of  the  U.S. 

The  Edith  M.  Allen  Scholarship  enrolled  at  a  United  Methodist  college  or  university,  have  a  B+  average,  be  an  active,  full  member  of  The 

June  1  UMC  for  at  least  three  years,  be  recognized  as  one  whose  academic  and  vocational  contributions  will  help  improve  the 
quality  of  life  for  others 

General  June  1  If  student  does  not  qualify  for  any  of  the  above  scholarships,  request  a  General  Application.  Criteria  varies  -  from  wills  and  annuities 

Web  Site  -  https://secure2.tallent.com/gbhem/scholarshipApp.asp 
For  Additional  Information,  Write,  Phone  Or  Email  To: 

Write:  General  Board  Of  Higher  Education  And  Ministry  -  Office  Of  Loans  And  Scholarships  P.0.  Box  340007,  Nashville  TN  37203-0007 
Telephone:  Scholarship  Department  615/340-7344  Loan  Department  615/340-7346 

Email:  Scholarships  -  Umscholar@Gbhem.Org  Loans  -  Umloans@Gbhem.Orq 
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LA  Annual  Conference 
United  Methodist  Merit  Scholarship 
Deadline  -  April  f  5th 

For  APPLICATION  or  INFORMATION  CONTACT* 

Rev.  Bill  Willis 

10000  Blackwater  Road,  Baker,  Louisiana  70714 

Email:  Bill@BlackwaterllMC.org 
|lT  Phone:  225-261-4646 
or  download  application  from 

www.la-umc.org/youth/scholarship.php 


National  United  Methodist  Youth  Scholarships 

For  Entering  Freshmen  -  Ethnic  Students 


jJtL  The  Richard  S.  Smith  Scholarship  -  June  1st 

and 

The  David  W.  Self  Scholarship  -  June  1  st 
Download  Application  at: 

http://www.gbgm.org/youngpeople/downloads.html 
OR  Contact: 

The  Division  on  Ministries  with  Young  People 
P.O.  Box  340003  Nashville,  TN  37203-0003 
(877)  279-6087  extension  7079 


For  Financial  Aid  &  Admissions  Information  From  One 
Of  Louisiana's  United  Methodist  Related  Institutions 

Contact: 


Centenary  College 

Office  Of  Admissions 
2911  Centenary  Boulevard 
Shreveport,  La  71104 
(318)  869-5131 
(800)  234-4448 
Web:  www.Centenary.Edu 


Dillard  University 

Temporary  Headquarters 
1100  Peachtree  St.  NE,  Suite  1100 
Atlanta,  Georgia  30309 
(404)  888-7900 

(Dillard's  recovery  brings  frequent 
developements.  For  the  most  up-to- 


E-Mail:  Admissions@Centenary.Edu  date  info,  check  their  website.) 

Web:  www.Dillard.Edu 


UnItec!  METfiodisT  Communications  offERs  uncIer- 

CjRAduATE  &  POST  QRAdUATE  SCholARsHipS  &  fElloWsflipS  fOR 
tIhOSE  iNTERESTEd  IN  Tl~IE  AREA  of  REllqiOUS  JOURNALISM 


The  STOody-WEST  Fellowship 

hTrp://www.uMcoM.ORq/MEdiA/pdf/sdHolARslHips/sToody-wEST.pdf 

LeonarcI  M.  Perryman  Communications  ScholARshlp 
fOR  ETHNIC  MINORITY  STUdENTS 

knpS://SECURE.UMCOM.ORq/SECUREfORMS/CRT/LEONARdPERRyMAN.pdf 

Judy  WEidMAN  RacIaI  Eihiviic  MlNORhy  Fellowship 
hup:/  /  crt.umc.orq/ rem 
To  RECEIVE  AN  AppliCATlON  pACkET,  OR  iNfORMATlON  CONTACT: 

UMCOM 

P.O.  Box  520 

(LI  NAshvillE,  TN  57202-0520 

II  TollfREE  -  888-278-4862 

E-MAll:  sdiOlARShipS@UMCOM.ORq 


2006  Scholarship 


You  can  also  find 


Handbook  of  U  M-Related  Schools,  Colleges, 
Universities  &  Theological  Schools 

The  Handbook  is  a  300  page  book  providing  two  pages  of  information 
about  each  of  United  Methodism's  123  institutions,  a  chart  indicating 
major  areas  of  study,  information  about  United  Methodist  loan  and 
scholarship  programs,  and  information  about  how  to  select  a  college. 


Ask  to  borrow  your  pastor’s  or  District  Superintendant’s  copy 

or  order  your  own  copy  (Item  #  X740534)  from: 

Cokesbury  800-672-1789  www.cokesbury.com 


United  Methodist  Websites 

www.La-UMC.org  -  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Official  Web  Address  -  go  to  thi 

as  well  as  a  repeat  of  this  scholarship  information, 
ww.gbhem.org/bcf  -  The  Black  College  Fund 
www.UMC.org  -  Official  Website  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
www.gbgm.org/youngpeople/  -  Help  in  finding  youth  ministry  resources  or  undergr 
www.gbhem.org  -  The  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  I 
www.ileadyouth.com  -  Helping  youth  become  fully-devoted  disciples  of  Jesus  Chr 
www.Cokesbury.com  -  Cokesbury  is  the  retail  division  of  The  United  Methodist  Pi 

Bible  Study,  Sunday  School  Curriculum 


Other  Opportunities 


The  American  Legion  National  High  School  Oratorical  Contest;  American  Le 

http://www.americanism-alwa.org/ORA%20Home%20Page.htm 

AMVETS  Memorial  Scholarships  (for  graduating  high  school  children  of  veterar 
Lanham,  MD  20706.  http://www.amvets.org/Assets/pdfs/AmericanismE 
Coca-Cola  Scholars  Foundation,  3060  Peachtree  Rd.  NW,  Suite  1000,  Atlanta, 
https://www.coca-colascholars.org/cokeWeb/jsp/scholars/lndex.jsp 
Elks  Local  and  National  Scholarships;  get  information  at  http://www.elks.org/er 
National  Future  Farmers  of  America  Center,  Scholarship  Office,  P.  O.  Box  151 
http://www.ffa.org/programs/scholarships/index.html 
Tylenol  Scholarship  Fund;  P.  O.  Box  4396,  Dept.  S.C.,  Monticello,  MN  55365.  I 
Voice  of  Democracy  Scholarship  Program;  VFW,  406  W.  34th  St.,  Kansas  City 
Youth  Writing  Contest;  Guideposts,  16  F-  34th  St.,  New  York,  NY  10016.  http:// 
National  Honor  Society;  National  Association  of  Secondary  School  Principals,  1 


About  College  http://www.collegesavings.org/ 

College  Is  Possible  http://www.collegeispossible.org/ 

Think  College  -  U.S.  Department  of  Education  http://www.ed.gov/index.jhtml 


Expressly  for  Centenary  or  Dillard  Students 


Daughenbaugh  Matheny 
Scholarships 

Deadline  -  March  1  st 
For  Application  Contact: 

Joseph  Page 
617  Greenfield  Dr. 

Alexandria,  LA  71302 
18-448-0917  Home  318-446-8634  Cell 
JPage72602@aol.com 


+ 


i 


Information 

Scholarship  Information  at  www.la-umc.org/youth/scholarship.php 

/// 


[  i 


2006  Triple  Your  Dollars  for  Scholars  Application 

UMHEF  will  provide  a  $1,000  matching  scholarship  to  315  eligible  applicants  (including  25  scholarships  designated  for  Hispanic-,  Asian-,  and 
Native-American  [HANA]  students  funded  by  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry).  The  sponsoring  church  must  remit  a  check 
payable  to  UMHEF  for  $1,000  with  the  completed  application  form.  Candidates  must  be  U.  S.  citizens  enrolled  or  enrolling  as  a  full-time  student, 
fall  2006,  in  a  UM-related  college,  university,  or  seminary  and  be  an  active  member  of  The  UMC  for  at  least  one  year.  Doctoral  candidates  are  not 
eligible.  Upon  verification  of  full-time  enrollment,  UMHEF  will  transfer  $2,000  to  the  institution.  Only  one  application  per  church,  or  per  student 
will  be  accepted.  Certain  Schools  will  add  $1,000,  in  effect  “Tripling  Your  Dollars.”  Check  the  application  for  a  list  of  the  participating  schools. 
J\  Applications  may  be  obtained  between  December  1, 2005  thru  February  1, 2006  from 

The  United  Methodist  Higher  Education  Foundation 

web  address:  http://www.umhef.org/pdf library/TRIPLE.pdf  P.O.  Box  340005  Nashville,  TN  3720370005. 


e  ministry  tab  and  click  youth.  You  will  find  information  on  all  upcoming  events 


rad  scholarships. 

Ministry  is  the  agency  for  educational,  institutional,  &  ministerial  leadership, 
rist.  You  will  find  resources  to  work  with  the  youth  in  your  congregation, 
ublishing  House  &  offers  products  such  as:  Books  &  Bibles,  Sermon  Resources, 


gion,  P.  O.  Box  1055,  Indianapolis,  IN  46206. 

is);  AMVETS  National  Headquarters:  Attn:  Scholarships,  4647  Forbes  Blvd. 

:ssayForm.pdf 

GA  30305. 

if/scholars/ourscholarships.cfm 

60,  5632  Mt.  Vernon  Memorial  Highway,  Alexandria,  VA  22309. 

ittp://scholarship.tylenol.com/ 

.  MO  64111.  http://www.vfw11508.orgA/OD-Rules.html 
www.free-4u.com/guidepos.htm 

904  Association  Dr.,  Reston,  VA  22091.  http://www.nhs.us/s_nhs/index.asp 


For  Seminary  Students  From  Louisiana 
Service  Loan  Program 

Recipients  must  comply  with  the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  procedure  to 
become  a  certified  candidate  for  ministry. 

Contact  the  registrar  for  candidates,  John  Edd  Harper,  at  225-346-1646. 
For  further  information  on  loans,  contact: 

Trade  Wharton 

8337  Jefferson  Highway  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 
(225)  346-1535  or  1-800-256-9317  Email:  twharton@umf.org 


- 1040. 
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Beverly  Bond  Memorial  Scholarship  ^ 
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Deadline  -  May  1st 

For  those  interested  in  a  Christian  Vocation 


Contact: 

Jefferson  United  Methodist  Church 

10328  Jefferson  Highway  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

(225-239-4440) 


J 


Office  of  Loans  and  Scholarships 
eneral  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
The  United  Methodist  Church 

P.  O.  Box  340007  Nashville, TN  37203-0007 

Web  site  www.gbhem.org 

tment  615-340-7346  Scholarship  Department  615-340-7344 


■ 


\ 


College  Bound 

This  booklet  provides  helpful  information  for  students  and  their  fami¬ 
lies  as  they  make  choices  about  higher  education.  Included  are 
resources  regarding  selecting  a  college,  financing  one's  education, 
information  about  United  Methodist  sponsored  loans  and 
scholarship  programs  as  well  as  an  outline  of  federal  financial  aid 
programs.  Available  free  in  quantities  of  1  -30  from  the  Division  of 
Higher  Education,  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
P.O.  Box  340007,  Nashville,  TN  37203-0007, 
telephone:  615-340-7406,  e-mail:  scu@gbhem.org. 
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Retreat  gives  Louisiana  pastors  strength  to  face  coming  challenges 


Top,  Rev.  Connie  Thompson  surveys  storm  damage  at  Napoleon  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans.  Above,  John  W.  Johnson  tells  Thomas  that  "the  best  is 
yet  to  come.”  UMNS  photos  by  John  Gordon 


LA.  United  Methodist  Church  receives  hospitality  award 


Bossier  City  -  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church,  Bossier  City,  LA  has  been  recog¬ 
nized  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  (UMCom)  here  as  an 
official  “Welcoming  Congregation.” 

“Welcoming  Congregations”  are  a  select 
group  of  United  Methodist  congregations 
nationwide  that  meets  criteria  including 
embracing  newcomers  and  providing 
opportunities  in  discipleship.  The  recogni¬ 
tion  program  is  part  of  a  larger  effort 
launched  in  late  2000  by  UMCom,  to  use 
modem  technology  and  the  common  lan¬ 
guage  of  television  to  spread  the  Good 
News  of  Christ  to  a  world  in  need. 

Dr.  Barry  Hughes,  senior  pastor,  says 
“God  has  blessed  Asbury  so  much  in  the 
past  several  years.  I  believe  that  we  have 
doubled  our  attendance  because,  under  the 
staff  leadership  of  membership  director 
Linda  Smith,  everyone  has  learned  that 
they  have  a  part  in  making  our  church  a 
“visitor  friendly”  place.  Asbury  genuinely 
embraces  people  of  all  ages  and  experi¬ 
ences,  and  it  shows.” 


“Open  hearts,  open  minds,  open  doors” 
is  the  theme  of  the  denominational  effort, 
the  centerpiece  which  is  a  series  of  national 
cable  TV  advertising,  supplemented  by 
regional  and  local  church  participation.  The 
overall  aim  of  the  effort  is  to  invite  people, 
particularly  those  between  25  and  54  years 
old,  to  enter  into  connection  with  the 
Christian  community  as  they  seek  meaning 
and  purpose  in  their  lives. 

Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  is 
located  at  3200  Airline  Drive,  1/2  mile 
north  of  1-220.  The  church  website  is 
www.asburybossier.org.  The  congregation 
recently  celebrated  the  consecration  of  a 
new  sanctuary  on  September  1 1 ,  2005  with 
Bishop  William  Hutchinson  presiding. 
Asbury  welcomes  all  and  invites  you  to 
worship  with  them. 

Rev.  Larry  Hollon  is  the  United 
Methodist  Igniting  Ministry  agency’s  top 
staff  executive.  More  information  is  avail¬ 
able  from  the  agency’s  website  at 
www.IgnitingMinistry.org  or  by  calling  toll 
free  (877)  281-6535. 


BY  JOHN  GORDON 

NEW  ORLEANS  (UMNS)  -  The  Rev. 
Connie  Thomas  was  not  prepared  for  what 
she  saw  when  she  walked  into  her  two 
New  Orleans  churches  that  were  flooded 
during  Hurricane  Katrina. 

“Oh,  Lord,  no,  look  at  the  pews,” 
Thomas  exclaimed  as  she  entered  Peck 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  wooden  pews,  which  had  been 
bolted  to  the  floor,  were  scattered  and  over¬ 
turned  inside  the  sanctuary.  A  piano,  once 
used  to  play  hymns,  leaned  over  after  being 
soaked  by  floodwaters.  Mold  was  creeping 
up  the  walls. 

“A  part  of  me  had  been  feeling  like,  I 
don’t  want  to  see  it,”  said  Thomas.  “But  at 
the  same  time,  I  realize  that  there’s  work 
that  has  to  be  done,  and  it’s  time  to  roll  our 
sleeves  up  and  start  doing  what  we  can  to 
make  it  a  church  again.” 

Thomas  has  been  unable  to  hold  servic¬ 
es  at  Peck  or  her  second  church,  Napoleon 
Avenue  United  Methodist  Church,  because 
of  the  extensive  damage. 

She  had  a  chance  to  discuss  the  chal¬ 
lenges  ahead  with  other  pastors  affected  by 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita.  She  was 
among  60  United  Methodist  pastors  from 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi  attending  a  Nov. 
30-Dec.  2  retreat,  “Staying  Connected  and 
Being  Renewed,”  at  the  denomination’s 
Louisiana  Conference  Center  near 
Alexandria. 

There  is  much  uncertainty  as  the 
rebuilding  process  begins,  but  the  Rev. 

Jerry  Hilbun,  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  hard-hit  city  of 
Slidell,  said  residents  are  encouraged  by 
even  the  smallest  signs  of  progress. 

“I  heard  a  Hindu  proverb  that  we’ve 
been  using  in  our  church,  and  folks  seem  to 
have  latched  on  to  this,”  he  said.  “And  the 
proverb  teaches  that  if  you  have  to  eat  an 
elephant,  you  can  only  do  it  one  bite  at  a 
time.” 

As  Hilbun  tries  to  bring  life  back  to  nor¬ 
mal  for  his  own  family,  he  has  been  called 
on  to  comfort  others.  In  the  weeks  and 
months  following  the  hurricane,  there  are 
signs  that  depression  is  growing  among 
families  struggling  to  cope  with  loss. 

“A  seminar  teacher  told  us  that  we 
could  expect  a  much  higher  suicide,  rate 
maybe  80  percent,  and  an  increased  rate  of 
family  separations  and  divorces,  as  high  as 
50  percent  more  than  in  a  normal  time,” 
says  Hilbun.  Coping  with  depression  is 
proving  to  be  a  long  process. 

Hilbun  said  his  church  is  important  to 
its  community,  hosting  youth  events, 
Mother’s  Day  Out  and  a  program  for 


Pastor  Darlene  Moore  and  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Evangelism  of  Camphor 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  recent¬ 
ly  delivered  over  300  children’s  books  the 
Louisiana  State  University  Pediatric  Clinic 
in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  books  were  collected  through  a 
month-long  book  drive  at  the  church. 

The  group  also  presented  checks  total¬ 
ing  $500  to  be  used  toward  the  purchase  of 


dyslexic  youth,  drawing  students  from  up 
to  100  miles  away.  The  larger  body  of  the 
church  has  also  been  crucial  to  the  commu¬ 
nity’s  recovery,  “People  from  all  over  the 
country,  in  fact  all  over  the  world,  have 
come  to  help.  It  may  be  the  church’s  finest 
hour  that  we  are  coming  together  to  over¬ 
come  this  disaster.” 

Another  pastor  attending  the  confer¬ 
ence,  the  Rev.  Ellen  Alston,  said  the  hurri¬ 
cane  flooded  her  home  and  church, 
Covenant  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Chalmette. 

“There’s  a  lot  of  pain,”  she  said. 

“And  I  think  sometimes,  that’s  even 
deepening  as  people  realize  that  as  time 
goes  on,  how  permanent  the  losses  are,  and 
that’s  even  more  than  house  and  belong¬ 
ings,”  she  said.  “I  think  it’s  the  loss  of 
access  to  those  relationships  being  right 
there  that  you  built  your  life  around.” 

Alston  has  tried  to  keep  in  touch  with 
members  of  her  congregation,  though  some 
have  still  not  returned  to  the  area.  “Hope  is 
definitely  challenged,”  she  said,  by  the 
destruction  and  the  relocation  of  many 
families. 

“I  think  there’s  a  sense  of  growing  into 
now,  what  is  this  real  situation  that  we’re 
facing,  what  are  all  the  ramifications,”  she 
said.  “And  how  do  we  live  those  questions 
with  hope  and  trust,  which  may  not  be 
apparent,  how  it’s  all  going  to  work  out 
and  unfold.”Still,  many  Gulf  Coast  resi¬ 
dents  are  showing  a  determination  to 
rebuild  their  churches  -  and  their  lives. 

Ford  Willoughby  met  Pastor  Thomas  to 
survey  the  damage  at  Napoleon  United 
Methodist.  Willoughby  has  been  a  member 
of  the  church  since  1955. 

“The  church  was  struggling,  but  we 
have  never  given  up  our  desire  for  this 
church  to  remain  open,”  Willoughby  said. 
“And  we  don’t  intend  to  do  so  now.” 

Napoleon  offered  a  Christian  academy 
and  other  youth  and  community  programs 
before  Katrina  hit. 

Thomas  has  relocated  to  Baton  Rouge 
while  her  home  in  New  Orleans  is  being 
repaired.  She  is  heading  up  the  assign¬ 
ment  of  volunteer  work  teams  coming  to 
Louisiana  to  help  hurricane  victims  rebuild. 

“The  city  has  a  long  road  to  recovery,” 
she  said.  “A  lot  of  work  to  be  done.” 

But  Peck  United  Methodist  Church 
member  John  W.  Johnson  is  undaunted. 

He  and  others  see  the  rebuilding  as  a 
chance  to  tailor  church-sponsored  pro¬ 
grams  to  the  needs  of  their  neighborhoods 
and  communities.  “That’s  right,”  Johnson 
declared.  “The  best  is  yet  to  come.” 


copies  of  the  book,  “What  to  do  for  Teen 
Health.” 

“The  intent  of  this  outreach  is  to  help 
raise  the  awareness  of  the  importance  of 
reading  for  our  children.  At  the  same  time, 
the  (Committee  on  Evangelism  uses  this 
project  as  an  opportunity  to  share  in  the 
spirit  of  giving  during  the  Christmas  sea¬ 
son,”  said  Rev.  Moore. 


Camphor  UMC  outreach 


JANUARY  13, 2006 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW 


7 


Christian  Unity  week  set  Jan.  1 8-25 


St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC  suffered  extensive  roof  damage  from  Hurricane  Rita. The  hurri¬ 
cane  ravaged  the  Lake  Charles  area  in  late  September. 


By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodists  will  join  with  other 
Christians  Jan.  1 8-25  to  celebrate  the  Week 
of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity. 

This  year’s  theme,  “Where  Two  or 
Three  are  Gathered  in  My  Name. . .” 
(Matthew  18:20),  is  intended  for  reflection 
on  Jesus’  invitation  to  gather  in  his  name 
and  on  the  meaning  such  gathering  holds 
for  the  unity  of  the  church  and  the  renewal 
of  the  human  community. 

Materials  for  the  Week  of  Prayer  for 
Christian  Unity  have  been  jointly  prepared 
by  representatives  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  and  Roman  Catholic  Church 
since  1968.  The  week  is  traditionally  cele¬ 
brated  Jan.  18-25,  although  other  dates  are 
sometimes  chosen  in  the  Southern  hemi¬ 
sphere. 

Prepared  for  2006  by  an  ecumenical 
group  in  Ireland,  the  materials  for  the  Week 

Rita  /  from  page  1 

from  Hurricane  Rita.  “Currently,  we  have 
four  case  managers  who  are  working  with 
a  steady  stream  of  folks  asking  for  assis¬ 
tance,”  said  Russell. 

“Right  now,  volunteer  teams  are  largely 
focusing  on  yard  cleanup  and  tearing  out 
carpets  and  sheetrock.  The  rebuilding 
process  is  down  the  road  for  some,  but  oth¬ 
ers  are  ready  to  begin  construction,”  she 
added. 

Thousands  of  residents  in  southwest 
Louisiana  continue  to  struggle  with  the 
devastation  of  Hurricane  Rita,  often  called 
“the  forgotten  storm”  by  residents  of  the 
state.  “Hurricane  Katrina  was  such  a  terri¬ 
ble  event  that  affected  people’s  lives  per¬ 
manently.  So  a  lot  of  people  throughout  the 
country,  and  even  in  Louisiana,  don’t  real¬ 
ize  the  extent  of  the  damage  caused  by  Rita 
to  folks  in  our  area,”  said  Russell.  “Many 
don’t  realize  that  most  of  Cameron  is  still 
uninhabitable.” 

“Many  have  never  heard  of  Abbeville  or 
Cameron.  People  knew  about  New 
Orleans,  which  is  such  a  big,  urban  city.” 

The  good  news  is  that  many  people  who 
suffered  losses  from  Hurricane  Rita  have 
been  helped.  “This  area  of  the  state  is  used 
to  hurricanes.  There  is  a  community  spirit 
among  everyone  who  lives  here,  and  folks 
immediately  began  to  pull  together  after 
the  storm  had  passed,”  said  Rev.  Doug 
Ezell,  Lake  Charles  district  superintendent. 

Ezell,  along  with  key  representatives 
from  other  denominations,  worked  with  the 
Mayor’s  office  in  Lake  Charles  to  form  an 
action  committee  that  began  right  away  to 
address  the  needs  of  those  affected  by  Rita. 
“We  are  blessed  to  have  someone  like 
Mayor  Randy  Roach  who  is  so  willing  to 
work  with  the  churches  in  bringing  about 
solutions,”  said  Ezell,  who  added  that 
Roach  is  a  United  Methodist. 

Ezell  pointed  out  the  fact  that  mayors  in 
neighboring  towns  have  also  pulled  togeth¬ 
er,  creating  an  effective  regional  network 
between  governmental  entities,  community 
agencies  and  faith-based  organizations  and 
churches. 

Tim  Ezell — son  of  Doug  and  Patti  Ezell 
and  feature  reporter  for  the  Fox  affiliate  in 
St.  Louis,  Missouri — recently  made  a  trip 
to  storm-ravaged  southwest  Louisiana. 


of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity  mark  a  con¬ 
sciousness  “of  the  rich  spiritual  heritage  of 
Ireland  with  its  roots  in  ancient 
Christianity,”  according  to  the  WCC  mate¬ 
rials. 

The  choice  of  the  Irish  churches  also 
represents  the  realization  that  Christians 
“have  been  caught  up  and  ensnared  in  the 
conflicts  and  tensions  which  have  shaped 
Irish  life  in  past  centuries.  There  are  deep 
wounds  that  have  been  caused  or  made 
more  painful  by  Christian  divisions.” 

The  prepared  materials,  which  can  be 
found  online  at  http://wcc- 
coe.org/wcc/what/faith/wop2006contents.ht 
ml  include  the  biblical  text,  introduction, 
ecumenical  worship  service,  biblical  reflec¬ 
tions  and  prayers  for  each  of  the  eight 
days,  additional  prayers  from  Ireland  and 
information  on  the  ecumenical  situation  in 
Ireland  and  previous  themes  since  1968. 


“My  boss  gave  me  the  assignment  to  do  a 
story  on  the  hurricane,  so  I  immediately 
called  my  dad  to  let  him  know  I  was  com¬ 
ing.  I  thought  I  was  prepared  for  the  sights, 
but  it  was  a  lot  worse  than  I  could  have 
ever  imagined.  So  many  homes  were  dev¬ 
astated.  Places  like  Holly  Beach,  where  I 
spent  time  on  family  vacations,  are  essen¬ 
tially  destroyed.  People  are  having  to  deal 
with  the  lack  of  restaurants,  grocery  stores 
and  other  important  services,”  said  Ezell. 

Despite  the  challenges,  church  volun¬ 
teers  have  faithfully  organized  distribution 
centers,  helped  with  clean  up,  and  offered 
counsel  to  their  neighbors.  “Even  those 
affected  by  Rita  were  offering  aid.  Their 
faith  tells  them  that  they  will  get  through 
this.  I  saw  a  real  pulling  together,  which 
was  a  blessing  for  me,”  said  Ezell. 

Rev.  Wayne  Taylor,  pastor  of  Sweet 
Lake  UMC,  worked  with  his  congregation 
as  they  provided  help  to  those  in  need. 

“Our  church  suffered  $200,000  worth  of 
damage,  but  that  didn’t  stop  church  mem¬ 
bers  from  setting  up  a  distribution  center  at 
the  church.  The  center  provided  food,  sup¬ 
plies,  bedding  and  other  needed  items.  We 
worked  closely  with  the  Cameron 
Community  Action  Organization,  which 
already  had  a  database  in  place  on  local 
residents.  That  information  proved  to  be 
invaluable  when  offering  services,”  said 
Taylor. 

The  church  was  able  to  assist  450  fami¬ 
lies  during  Christmas  by  providing  gifts  for 
those  who  had  lost  everything.  “We 
received  truckloads  of  presents  from  North 
Carolina,  Oregon,  Virginia  and  other  states. 
There  was  an  outpouring  of  grace  from  a 
variety  of  churches,  spanning  every 
denomination.” 

The  members  of  Sweet  Lake  UMC,  like 
most  people  in  the  devastated  area,  are  fac¬ 
ing  survivor  and  volunteer  fatigue.  “People 
are  tired,  but  they  know  we  are  doing  what 
is  right.  Helping  other  takes  up  energy  and 
space;  sometimes  people  would  like  to 
have  their  church  back.  But  what  we’ve 
been  through  is  a  cake  walk  compared  to 
what  comes  next.  The  rebuilding  of  lives 
and  buildings  will  take  years,”  said  Taylor. 

Rev.  Simon  Chigumira,  pastor  of 
Warren  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake 


Charles,  said  that  the  damage  to  the  older 
church  is  extensive.”  The  roof  was  tom  off 
the  sanctuary,  which  was  built  in  the 
1920’s.  Unfortunately,  we  were  underin¬ 
sured.  The  good  thing  is  that  we  have 
received  lots  of  volunteers  who  have 
helped  with  cleanout.  We  really  can’t  pro¬ 
ceed  with  final  plans  until  we  know  what 
the  full  costs  will  be,”  said  Chigumira,  who 
added  that  church  members  are  currently 
worshipping  at  neighboring  Oakpark 
UMC. 

“Most  of  the  members’  houses  were 
damaged  .  .  .  lots  of  fallen  trees  and  tarps 
on  the  rooftops,”  said  Chigumira. 

Like  so  many  other  churches,  Warren 
UMC  is  doing  it’s  part  for  others.  “We  are 
working  with  First  Christian  Church  in 
operating  a  food  distribution  center.  FEMA 
has  provided  help  with  hired  employees, 
who  work  alongside  church  members.  Area 
retired  ministers  are  offering  counseling, 
and  we  are  exploring  ongoing  outreach 
programs.  Jobs  have  been  lost,  there’s  a  lot 
of  need  out  there,”  said  Chigumira. 

Simon  takes  a  philosophic  view  of  these 
devastating  events.  “My  way  of  looking  at 
it  is  that  an  opportunity  for  service  has 
been  provided  for  the  church.  Of  course  we 
grieve. . .  we  can  never  go  back  to  the  days 


before  Rita.  We  must  stand  up  and  do  min¬ 
istry  without  walls,”  he  said. 

Rev.  Karl  Klaus,  pastor  of  St.  Luke- 
Simpson  UMC  in  Lake  Charles,  said  that 
his  congregation  was  doing  what  they 
could  to  help  evacuees  after  Hurricane 
Katrina.  “We  had  a  collection  center,  and 
had  volunteers  at  the  Red  Cross  centers 
daily,  helping  with  meals  and  the  counsel¬ 
ing  process.  Rita  hit,  and  we  wound  up 
with  $800,000  worth  of  damage.  For  us, 
the  destruction  came  from  wind  driven 
water  damage,”  said  Klaus,  who  added  that 
the  church  preschool  recently  reopened. 

“Currently,  we  are  sending  out  youth 
and  adult  teams  to  help  with  debris  and  tree 
removal.  St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC  has  also 
reinstated  our  ‘Manna  Ministry,’  which 
offers  assistance  with  food  and  utilities.  A 
major  focus  is  to  connect  people  with  the 
Storm  Station  in  Lake  Charles  so  that  they 
can  be  connected  with  a  case  manager,” 
said  Klaus. 

“I  can’t  say  enough  about  our  members, 
who  have  responded  with  grace,  dignity 
and  love.  People  whose  houses  were  cut  in 
half  by  trees  are  actively  helping  others. 
Despite  the  fact  that  some  of  our  youth  are 
having  to  live  with  grandparents,  they  have 
been  helping  others  in  the  community.” 


Have  you  seen  these  persons? 


The  Conference  Office  has  not 
heard  from  the  following  persons 
since  hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita. 
If  you  have  any  information  about 
where  these  persons  are  living  and 
how  to  contact  them,  please  con¬ 
tact  Rev.  Ken  Reed  at  (225)  346- 
1535  or  email  retkrreed@aol.com. 

Retired  Clergy 

Donice  W.  Alverson  (Julie) 

Edwin  J.  Barksdale 
Verna  L.  Buell 
Abraham  E.  Davis 
Clarence  G.  Fuller 
Helen  R  Marcussen 
Jake  Olmsted  (Sharon) 


Gordon  L.  Smith,  Sr.  (Gerry) 

Surviving  Spouses 

Billie  Jean  Alfred 
Catherine  Augustine 
Sonia  Bivens 
Glory  J.  Brown 
Adelaide  Frazier 
Polly  Gaines 
Earline  Herr 
Norma  Jamieson 
Snowdry  London 
Myrtle  Smith 
Florence  Stewart 
Maude  Wallace 
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Hurricane  survivors  celebrate  Advent  with  joy 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

Every  week  during  Advent,  the  Rev. 
Hadley  Edwards  hosts  a  Tuesday  evening 
Bible  study  in  his  home  for  the  members  of 
Bethany  United  Methodist  Church,  just  as 
he  has  in  previous  years. 

The  biggest  difference  this  Christmas  is 
that  there  is  no  church  sanctuary  or  educa¬ 
tion  building  to  go  to  on  Sunday  morning. 
Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans,  located  less  than  two  miles  from 
Lake  Ponchartrain  and  four  miles  from  the 
1 7th  Street  canal,  was  severely  damaged 
by  Hurricane  Katrina,  with  close  to  1 1  feet 
of  water  flooding  the  church  complex. 

Tony  Childers,  a  Bethany  member  and 
administrative  assistant  for  the  New 
Orleans  District  of  the  denomination’s 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  sits  in  his 
pastor’s  living  room  and  reads  aloud  from 
the  Advent  guidebook. 

“Not  even  affliction  has  the  ability  to 
dampen  our  joy,”  he  reads.  “Because  the 
Lord  has  done  great  things  for  us,  we  rest 
assured  of  God’s  love.”Every  head  in  this 
circle  of  study  nods  in  agreement,  and  sev¬ 
eral  members  quietly  say,  “Amen.” 

As  this  small  group  of  church  members 
gathers  in  front  of  the  crackling  fireplace  in 
their  pastor’s  home,  just  outside  New 
Orleans,  Edwards  mentions  that  this 
evening’s  meeting  is  the  first  time  he  has 
seen  “Sister”  Percieann  Rodney  since  the 
storm. 

“I  was  like  a  little  kid,  just  jumping  up 
and  down  when  she  was  coming  out  of  the 
car  this  evening.  She  was  one  of  the  sheep 
I  hadn’t  seen,”  said  the  elated  pastor. 
Rodney  had  evacuated  to  Houston  when 
Hurricane  Katrina  hit.  Her  home  suffered 
wind  damage,  and  she  is  living  with  her 
mother  in  uptown  New  Orleans  until 
repairs  are  made. 

Edwards  makes  the  point  that  especially 
now,  folks  need  to  be  around  positive  peo¬ 
ple.  “It  is  wonderful  to  see  all  these  smiling 
faces  here  tonight,  to  be  able  to  share  the 
joy  of  the  season.  Thank  God  we  are  com¬ 
ing  together.” 

Audrey  Lawson,  who  sits  close  by  the 
fire  this  evening,  shares  her  philosophy  on 
prayer  with  the  study  group.  “I  thank  God 
every  morning  for  waking  me  up  to  live 
another  day,  especially  after  everything 
we’ve  been  through.  I  talk  to  him  just  like 
I’m  talking  to  you.”  The  79-year-old  mem¬ 


ber  of  Bethany  evacuated  to  Lake  Charles 
with  her  niece  when  Hurricane  Katrina  hit. 
Lawson  was  one  of  thousands  who  escaped 
weeks  later  from  Hurricane  Rita,  which 
struck  the  southwest  coast  of  Louisiana. 

She  lives  temporarily  in  Harvey,  La.,  with 
her  niece,  and  plans  to  rebuild  her  house  in 
New  Orleans  East. 

Barbara  Gibson,  also  at  the  Advent 
study,  expressed  gratitude  for  the  prayers 
of  friends  and  family.  “People  called  me 
from  all  over  the  country.  I  truly  saw  and 
felt  the  love  of  others,”  said  the  young 
woman,  who  plans  to  pursue  a  career  in 
ministry. 

Gibson,  a  resident  of  New  Orleans  for 
1 3  years,  recently  experienced  several 
major  challenges,  including  the  death  of 
her  mother  and  her  husband’s  brain  sur¬ 
gery.  “Almost  every  nine  months,  there 
was  another  tragedy.  The  last  blow  was 
Hurricane  Katrina.  But  I  truly  believe  that 
these  experiences  have  strengthened  my 
faith,”  she  said. 

She  told  about  the  joy  she  felt  when  the 
group  from  Bethany  United  Methodist 
Church  first  got  together  a  few  weeks  ago. 
“I  can’t  even  describe  how  happy  I  was. 

We  probably  spent  the  first  hour  hugging 
and  kissing  each  other.  We’ve  had  lots  of 
communication  by  phone  and  e-mail,  but  it 
was  wonderful  to  see  all  these  faces,”  she 
said.“Rev.  Edwards  has  his  house  beauti¬ 
fully  decorated  for  Christmas.  It  made  us 
all  so  cheerful  that  I  immediately  went 
home  and  decorated  my  house,  too.” 

Edwards  closes  the  evening’s  study 
with  news  about  displaced  church  mem¬ 
bers.  Leonard  Merriman  III  is  living  in 
Tomball,  Texas.  His  mother,  who  is  bat¬ 
tling  colon  cancer,  is  in  a  nursing  home. 

The  study  group  plans  to  send  her  cards 
and  a  care  package.  Mary  Allen  is  still  hos¬ 
pitalized  in  California,  but  is  doing  better. 
Marion  Anders  is  still  in  Ruston,  La.,  but 
her  sister,  Naomi  Martin,  has  made  it  back 
to  the  area  and  is  living  in  Harvey. 

Edwards  shares  their  dramatic  rescue  story, 
which  involved  a  helicopter  rescue  of  the 
two  women  who  had  decided  to  ride  out 
the  storm  in  Anders’  house  in  Ponchartrain 
Park. 

Prayers  are  said,  and  Edwards  sends  the 
group  forward  into  the  chilly  December 
evening,  promising  homemade  gumbo  and 
Italian  cream  cake  for  their  next  meeting. 


Rev.  Hadley  Edwards,  left,  leads  members  of  the  Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  in  an 
Advent  bible  study.  Since  the  church  building  in  unusable  do  to  hurricane  damage  the 
members  are  meeting  in  Edwards' Algiers  home.  Photo  by  Steve  Backstrom 


Kids  Helping  Kids  launched 


Prospective  members  Mackensie  and  Larkin  Dorris  of  Jefferson  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge  pack  school  supplies  to  be  delivered  to  Sunday  school 
classrooms  in  the  Hurricane  affected  areas."Kid  helping  Kids  -  Sharing  God's 
Love"  is  a  new  ministry  sponsored  by  the  Christian  education  office  of  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Conference.  Photo  by  Steve  Backstrom 


Children  around  the  country  have  an 
opportunity  to  help  rebuild  Sunday 
school  classrooms  destroyed  by  hurri¬ 
canes  using  construction  paper,  glue  and 
some  unbroken  crayons. 

“Kids  Helping  Kids-Sharing  God’s 
Love,”  a  new  ministry  started  by  the 
Christian  education  office  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  is  a  way 
for  children  to  get  involved  in  the 
recovery  efforts. 

Construction  paper,  glue,  notebook 
paper,  markers,  crayons,  stickers,  and 
all  the  typical  supplies  needed  to  oper¬ 
ate  a  children’s  Sunday  school  class  are 
now  being  collected  by  the  Louisiana 
conference. 

“These  supplies  will  be  broken  into 
start-up  kits  and  distributed  to  churches 
as  they  begin  offering  Sunday  school 
programs  again,”  said  the  Rev.  John 
Edd  Harper,  director  of  Christian 
Education  for  the  conference. 

The  “Kids  Helping  Kids”  outreach 
also  includes  the  donation  and  receipt  of 
church  nursery  supplies.  “We’ll  accept 
anything  from  cribs  and  mattresses  to 
disposable  diapers  and  nursery  toys,”  he 
added. 

Harper  got  the  idea  for  the  outreach 
initiative  after  receiving  numerous  calls 
from  churches  and  individuals  through¬ 
out  the  connection  looking  for  signifi¬ 
cant  ways  for  children  to  become 
involved  in  the  response  efforts. 

“The  silver  lining  behind  the  cloud 
of  loss  and  sadness  is  the  strong  desire 
among  United  Methodists  to  help  each 
other,”  he  said.  “It  is  especially  heart¬ 
warming  to  see  this  stirring  in  the  hearts 
of  our  young  people.” 

Harper’s  hope  is  that  this  ministry 
will  expand  into  serving  residents  of  the 


FEMA  trailer  communities,  which  are 
providing  temporary  housing  to  dis¬ 
placed  persons  from  both  storms.  “We 
hope  ultimately  to  be  allowed  into  these 
sites  to  distribute  new  clothes,  shoes, 
school  supplies  and  toys  for  children,” 
said  Harper. 

Even  in  the  churches  that  were  not 
completely  flooded,  there  are  still  many 
needs.  “Many  Christian  educators  in 
local  churches  have  said  that  their  budg¬ 
ets  have  been  cut  to  bare  bones,  which 
makes  the  purchase  of  new  and  addi¬ 
tional  Sunday  school  supplies  very  diffi¬ 
cult.  Those  churches  have  needs  right 
now,”  he  added. 

A  total  of  six  distribution  centers  are 
being  set  up  in  affected  areas  with  the 
help  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief.  Donated  supplies 
will  be  shipped  directly  to  the  center 
where  items  will  be  unpacked,  sorted, 
repacked  and  delivered  to  churches  in 
need.  Some  supplies  will  be  stored  until 
more  severely  damaged  churches  are 
reopened. 

“We  plan  to  invite  area  children  to 
play  a  role  in  this  distribution  process,” 
Harper  said.  “Hands-on  participation  in 
packing  and  delivering  these  donated 
supplies  will  help  the  children  of 
Louisiana  recognize  that  their  brothers 
and  sisters  in  Christ  truly  love  and  care 
about  them.” 

Anyone  interested  in  participating  in 
“Kids  Helping  Kids”  can  contact  the 
individual  centers  listed  on  the  confer¬ 
ence  Web  site  at  www.la-umc.org  to 
obtain  information  on  where  to  send 
supplies.  A  list  of  suggested  supplies  is 
also  available.  Questions  about  the  pro¬ 
gram  should  be  directed  to  Harper  at 
(225)346-1646. 
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Bishops  survey  storm  affected  areas  of  Louisiana 
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BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

Four  United  Methodist  bishops  traveled 
to  Louisiana  Jan.  1 2- 1 5  to  get  a  first  hand 
view  of  the  damage  caused  by  Hurricanes 
Katrina  and  Rita  last  fall. 

“I  didn’t  know  how  seeing  this  would 


truly  affect  me,  since  I’ve  been  viewing  the 
disasters  from  a  distance.  Up  close,  seeing 
the  courage  and  hope  shown  by  those  who 
have  been  so  affected  has  touched  me 
deeply,”  said  Bishop  Jane  Allen  Middleton, 
Harrisburg  area.  Commenting  on  the  dev¬ 
astation,  the  bishops  agreed  that  the  amount 


of  damage  is  difficult  to  imagine  without  a 
visit  to  affected  areas. 

“I’m  impressed  by  the  sheer  magnitude 
of  the  situation.  You  don’t  really  under¬ 
stand  until  you  see  it  yourself,”  said  Bishop 

See  Bishops,  page  4 
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Dillard:  Reclaiming  a  Legacy 


A  group  of  visitors,  including  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  four  United  Methodist  bishops,  visited  the  campus  of  Dillard  University  on 
Jan.  1 3.  Clockwise  from  top  left,  the  university's  sign  is  framed  by  hedges  that  died  due  to  standing  flood  water.  Dr.  Marvalene 
Hughes,  president  of  Dillard,  is  interviewed  by  local  television  affiliates  and  Dillard  students  during  the  tour  of  the  campus.  The 
Hilton  Hotel,  temporary  home  for  Dillard  classes  and  student  housing,  displays  a  sign  of  "welcome*  to  the  1,100  people  attending 
school  this  semester.  Visiting  bishops  listen  as  Arthur  Clement,  a rchiectural  consultant,  outlines  progress  in  Dillard's  restoration. 


views  progress  on  Dillard  campus 


Board  of  trustees 

When  the  Board  of  Trustees  for 
Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans  made 
a  visit  to  the  storm-damaged  campus  on 
Jan.  13,  the  group  was  pleasantly  sur¬ 
prised  at  the  restoration  completed  so  far 
by  contractors. 

“After  three  months  of  remediation, 
we  realize  today  how  much  progress  has 
been  made,”  said  Dr.  Marvalene  Hughes, 
president  of  Dillard  University. 

The  visiting  group — which  was 
accompanied  by  Bishop  William  W. 


Hutchinson  of  Louisiana  and  four  bish¬ 
ops  from  conferences  throughout  the 
United  States — took  a  walking  tour  of  the 
campus,  which  flooded  after  Hurricane 
Katrina  struck  the  Gulf  coast  Aug.  29, 
2005. 

Samuel  Dubois  Cook  auditorium,  the 
site  for  many  campus  events  and  confer¬ 
ence-wide  functions  such  as  the  W.  T. 
Handy  Convocation,  was  close  to  full 
restoration  after  having  up  to  seven  inch¬ 
es  of  mud  left  inside  the  facility  by 


Katrina  flood  waters. 

Kyle  Tomlin,  owner  of  the  Texas- 
based  company  hired  to  do  the  cleanup 
and  construction  for  Dillard,  explained 
that  careful  steps  have  been  taken  to 
insure  that  the  restored  facilities  are  safe 
for  students,  who  will  hopefully  return  in 
the  fall. 

“After  removing  all  mold-damaged 
material,  everything  was  carefully  sani¬ 
tized.  An  environmental  company  has 

See  Dillard,  page  5 
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A  Letter  from  Cambodia 


Editor’s  Note:  Bishop  Hutchinson 
has  asked  that  the  following  letter  take 
the  place  of  his  column  because  of  the 
importance  of  it’s  message  about  the 
church’s  presence  in  Cambodia.  The 
author,  Esther  Gitobu,  is  a  GBGM 
missionary  to  Cambodia.  “Along  the 
Journey”  will  resume  in  the  next  issue 
of  Louisiana  Now! 

Looking  at  the  year  2005,  ‘my  cup 
overflows’  with  blessings! 

Dear  Friends  , 

“He  leadeth  me:  O  Blessed  thought! 

O  words  with  Heavenly  comfort 
fraught! 

Whatever  I  do,  wherever  I  be, 

Still  ‘tis  God’s  hand  that  leadeth 
me.’’  There  could  not  have  been  a  more 
suitable  song  to  describe  what  God  has 
made  possible  through  our  lives  and  in 
our  lives  since  our  arrival  in  Cambodia 
three  and  a  half  years  ago.  God  is  faith¬ 
ful  and  has  enabled  us  to  do  more  than 
we  could  ask  for. 

Indeed  the  season  of  joy  and  goodwill 
is  here!  Although  the  joy  and  goodwill 
comes  in  different  measures-  for  some  it 
has  been  overflowing  with  gifts  and 
love,  while  for  others  it  has  been  lonely 
with  just  enough  bread  and  salt  to  see 
them  through  another  day.  The  majority 
of  Cambodians  fall  in  the  latter  catego¬ 
ry — but  regardless  of  all  the  challenges 
of  even  putting  one  meal  on  the  table  for 
their  families,  they  have  many  reasons  to 
be  grateful  to  God  for  the  past  12 
months.  Beneath  their  smiles  and  joyous 
“Chum  reep  sour’’  (How  are  you?)  are  a 
people  longing  for  truth,  a  people  thirsty 
for  the  water  that  will  not  run  dry  and  a 
people  that  long  for  love  and  acceptance. 
They  are  a  people  where  to  be  a 
Cambodian  is  synonymous  with  being 
Buddhist.  They  are  a  people  who  need 
the  love  that  only  the  Father  can  give — 
love  that  reaches  out  and  touches  them, 
love  that  meets  them  at  their  point  of 
need. 

It  is  remarkable  that  this  is  the  first 
Christmas  in  over  1 1  years  of 
Methodism  in  Cambodia  with  three 
Cambodians  ordained  as  Elders  and 
serving  as  District  Superintendents.  It  is 
a  celebration  for  a  tremendous  new  day 
in  the  life  of  the  Cambodian  Church. 

This  means  that  the  process  to  move 
toward  an  Annual  Conference  has 
begun.  This  historic  milestone  comes  as 
the  exciting  culmination  of  the  spreading 
of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  through  the 
efforts  of  five  mission  sending  churches 
from  as  many  different  countries  (includ¬ 
ing  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
United  States).  But  more  importantly  it 
is  the  beginning  of  a  new  initiative 
church  founded  for  and  led  by 
Cambodian  Methodist  Christians. 

Our  thanks  go  out  to  United 
Methodist  Women.  The  support  and 
encouragement  sent  through  the 
Women’s  Division/GBGM  or  its  mis¬ 
sionaries  has  impacted  many  lives  in 
Cambodia.  Your  support:  Sends  children 
of  the  poorest  of  the  poor  to  school. 

How  exciting  is  their  future!  Provides 
our  Cambodian  sisters  with  seed  money 
to  start  live  hood  projects  that  enable 


them  to  feed  their  families  and  send  their 
children  to  school. 

Touches  many  women  through  the 
Bible  Women  Program,  promoting  litera¬ 
cy,  health,  women  rights  and  parent  as 
teachers. 

Provided  training  for  over  250  Bible 
Women  in  Cambodia  who  are  now  train¬ 
ing  other  women  in  their  communities. 

Gave  birth  to  Cambodian  Methodist 
Women  Organization  and  Cambodian 
Youth  Fellowship. 

These  organizations  have  given  the 
women  and  youth  of  Cambodia  sanctu¬ 
ary  and  a  new  hope  for  a  brighter  future. 
Surely  ‘tis  God’s  hand  that  leadeth  us 
this  far’. 

The  year  2005  has  not  been  without 
challenges.  The  fear  and  uncertainty 
caused  by  the  outbreak  of  the  bird  flu, 
along  with  the  threat  of  global  terrorism, 
have  affected  many  people.  Hurricanes 
Katrina  and  Rita  and  the  earthquakes 
have  rendered  many  families  homeless. 
Mission  endeavors  have  inevitably  been 
affected.  While  I  was  itinerating  at  St. 
Mathews  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Metairie,  New  Orleans  this  past  October, 
I  had  the  opportunity  to  witness  first 
hand  the  destruction  that  was  caused  by 
Hurricane  Katrina.  St.  Mathews  UMC 
serves  as  a  distribution  center  for  sup¬ 
plies  donated  from  across  the  nation  to 
our  brothers  and  sisters  in  New  Orleans 
and  also  houses  Red  Cross  Volunteers. 

I  spent  one  day  assisting  with  the  feed¬ 
ing  some  of  people  in  poor  neighbor¬ 
hoods  who  had  no  jobs  or  any  means  of 
feeding  their  families. 

During  my  time  there,  it  was  truly 
overwhelming  to  see  all  the  gifts  that 
were  donated  through  the  networking  of 
UMC  congregations  with  those  across 
the  country  to  provide  support  and  care 
to  hurricane  victims.  Through  the  con- 
nectional  weaving  of  our  gifts,  God’s 
love  and  grace  will  be  evident  in  years  to 
come.  It  was  such  a  humbling  experi¬ 
ence  for  me. 

When  I  gave  up  my  fulltime  job  with 
the  Central  Bank  of  Kenya  seven  years 
ago  for  the  mission  field,  most  of  my 
friends  thought  I  was  out  of  my  mind. 
Today,  I  can  only  count  blessing  after 
blessing.  It  has  been  a  journey  of  faith, 
hope,  joys,  struggles,  friendship  and 
love.  Whether  in  Cambodia,  Kenya  or 
the  United  States,  we  detect  God’s  pres¬ 
ence  in  the  lives  of  ordinary  men  and 
women  in  their  defining  moments!  It  has 
nothing  to  do  with  wealth,  abilities, 
standing  in  society  or  level  of  maturity. 

It  has  everything  to  do  with  God  being 
so  pleased  to  call  us  at  His  appointed 
time.  We  are  incredibly  privileged  to  be 
part  of  the  mission  journey  in  Cambodia. 
It  is  a  humbling  experience  to  be  part  of 
such  a  wonderful  process,  and  seeing  so 
much  joy  in  the  midst  of  extreme  pover¬ 
ty  is  revealing.  It  gives  us  all  a  lot  to 
think  about  and  thank  God  for.  My  cup 
overflows.  ‘Still  ‘tis  my  God  that  leadeth 
me’  this  far. 

Thank  you  for  all  your  faithfulness 
and  your  support  towards  extension  of 
God’s  Kingdom  in  Cambodia. 

In  Christ’s  Amazing  love, 

Esther  Gitobu 

Missionary  Advance  #  13959Z 


First  UMC-BR  steps  up 


First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  presented  to  the  La.  Annual 
Conference  checks  totaling  $136,000  for  the  Bishop's  Appeal.  Bishop  William 
W.  Hutchinson  is  pictured  with,  left,  Greg  Cotter,  Jim  Smith,  Fred  Loy,  Beth 
O'Quinn,  and  Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  pastor. 


MtZion  UMC  celebrates  a  "Special  Family"  Reunion 

Hurricane  Katrina  tore  through  New  Orleans  on  Aug.  29  severely  damaging  many 
homes  and  churches.  Among  those  churches  was  Mount  Zion  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  congregation  including  its  pastoral  staff  were  scattered  across  the  country. 

With  the  help  of  a  faithful  member,  Alexis  Moore  residing  in  Missouri,  a  list  was  creat¬ 
ed  to  help  keep  track  of  the  flock.  Slowly  but  surely,  with  others  phoning  in  names,  num¬ 
bers  and  locations,  Alexis  amassed  a  17-page  list  of  Mount  Zion  members  and  their  fami¬ 
lies.  Soon  the  long  distance  was  diminished  with  calls  crossing  the  United  States  at  all 
hours  of  the  day  and  night.  The  sound  of  familiar  voices  brought  tears  of  joy.  I  think  we 
all  just  kept  praying,  “Lord,  stay  with  me!” 

Pictures  of  Mount  Zion  have  been  circulated  on  the  internet  for  others  to  see.  Some 
have  cried  at  what  they  saw,  others  could  only  shake  their  heads  in  sadness.  The  “Gem  of 
Louisiana  Avenue”  was  now  broken  and  bowed.  Members  can  only  pray  that  church  will 
be  brought  back  to  former  glory,  as  a  workhouse  for  the  Lord. 

Rev.  Yvonne  Dayries,  now  residing  in  Baton  Rouge  and  doing  her  part  at  the  newly 
organized  United  Methodist  Storm  Recovery  Center,  prayed  and  decided  to  try  to  bring 
together  those  of  us  who  returned  and  some  who  were  able  to  stay  in  New  Orleans.  Rev. 
Keisha  of  Boynton  United  Methodist  Church  in  Gretna  allowed  us  to  gather  there  for  a 
combined  1 1  a.m.  service  on  Dec.  4,  2005. 

Old  friends  abounded  and  Christian  love  was  in  abundance.  “I  didn’t  come  out  to 
greet  everyone  because  I  needed  to  hold  the  tears  back  to  give  the  message,”  Rev.  Dayries 
later  stated.  The  message  was  one  that  all  should  hear.  “Although  all  earthly  things  may 
have  be  lost,  we  still  have  Jesus!”  What  a  message!  What  a  reunion!  -  by  Jeanetta  Wilson 
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Louisiana  United  Methodist  Storm  Recovery  Center 


Storm  Center  Conference  Office 

(225)  346-5193  office:  (225)  346-6974  fax 
527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Darryl  Tate,  Director 
Connie  Thomas  ,Vol.  Coor. 

Joe  Burke,  Logistics 
Sally  Davidson,  IT 
Patsy  Lyon,  Adm.  Asst. 

Debbie  Tullos,  Adm.  Asst. 

Yvonne  Dayries,  Adm.  Asst. 

Louisiana  UM  Storm  Relief/Recovery 

Stations 

Slidell 

(985)  781-7990  office;  (985)  645-9074  fax;  umcorslidell@bell- 

south.net 

Aldersgate  UMC 

360  Roberts  Blvd.,  Slidell,  LA  70458 

Jim  Bailey,  Director 

Pat  McQueen,  Admin.  Asst. 

Christy  Thiel,  Case  Mgmt. 

Phyllis  Mitchell,  Constr  Coord. 

Westbank 

(504)  433-5001  offrice;  (504)  433-5004  fax; 

westbankstation@bellsouth.net 

Aurora  UMC 

3300  Eton  St.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70131 
Jake  McGlothin,  Director 
Kathy  Powers,  Admin.  Asst. 

Abby  McMurray,  Case  Mgmt. 

_ Constr.  Coord. 


Lake  Charles 

(337)  480-9911  office;  (337)  480-9944;  lakecharlessta@bellsouth.net 
University  UMC 

3501  Patrick  St.,  Lake  Charles,  LA  70605 

Brandi  Russell,  Director 

Candyce  Smythe,  Adm.  Asst. 

Eunice  Chigumira  Case  Mgmt. 

Henry  Belsha,  Constr.Coord. 

Abbeville 

(337)  898-1022  office;  (337)  898-1140  fax; 

abbevillestation@bellsouthl.net 

Abbeville  UMC 

213  N.  State  St.,  Abbeville,  LA  70510 
Rebecca  Rutherford  Director 
Ginny  Alexander,  Admin.  Asst. 

Deborah  Vining,  Case  Mgmt. 

Elbert  Dawson,  Const  Coord 

Eastbank 

(504)  888-7747  office;  (504)  888-7754  fax; 

eastbankstation@bellsouth.net 

St.  Matthew’s  UMC 

6017  Camphor  St.,  Metairie,  LA  70003 

Darrell  Guillory,  Director 

Leslie  Loewe,  Admin.  Asst. 

Donna  McMillan,  Case  Mgmt. 

Bill  Hamilton,  Constr  Coord 

Uptown 

(504)  899-6551  office;  (504)  899-6539,  fax;  uptownstation@bellsouth.net 
First  Street  UMC 

2309  Dryades  St.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70113 
Shaun  Darnell,  Admin.  Asst. 

Leola  Sumter,  Cse  Mgmt. 

Roger  Brunell,  Constr.  Coord. 


La.  Prison  Chapel  Foundation  Accepts  Offering 


The  La.  Prison  Chapel  Foundation  is 
accepting  the  sixth  conference-wide  offer¬ 
ing  from  United  Methodist  congregations. 
Donations  for  this  specific  offering  are 
designated  for  the  construction  of  a  prison 
chapel  at  the  La.  Correctional  Institute  for 
Women  in  St.  Gabriel. 

The  Foundation  was  started  by  a  group 
of  committed  Christians  that  are  working 
to  build  places  of  worship  in  our  Louisiana 
prisons. 

Five  chapels  have  been  completed, 
located  at  Avoyelles,  C.  Paul  Phelps,  Elayn 
Hunt  and  David  Wade  Correctional 
Centers  as  well  as  La.  State  Penitentiary. 
Ground  has  been  broken  for  a  sixth  chapel 
at  the  Penitentiary. 

To  date,  the  Foundation  has  raised  over 


$2.5  million.  To  meet  the  goal  of  20 
chapels,  an  additional  $5.5  million  must  be 
raised. 

Research  has  shown  that  worship  and 
religious  ministries  in  prison  have  a  pro¬ 
foundly  positive  impact  on  the  stability  of 
a  prison,  and  provide  an  alternative  to 
gangs  and  undesirable  activities. 

Studies  show  that  only  14%  of  partici¬ 
pants  in  in  organized  faith-based  programs 
return  to  prison  in  contrast  to  a  recidivism 
rate  of  more  than  40%  for  non-participants. 

United  Methodist  churches  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  will  receive 
a  mailing  from  the  Conference  Area  offices 
with  information  sheets  and  offering 
envelopes  to  assist  with  the  collection  of 
this  very  important  offering. 


Director  or  Minister  of 
Program  and  Education 

To  oversee  the  overall  program  and 
educational  ministries  of  the  congrega- 
tion;design  and  implement  a  third 
worship  service  targeting  college  stu¬ 
dents  and  young  adults;  develop,  coor¬ 
dinate  and  possibly  lead  a  variety  of 
small  groups  for  study,  recreation  and 
community  building. 

Education  and/or  Experience  in 
developing  and  managing  ministry 
programs,  education  and  worship  is 
desired. 

Please  send  resumes  to:  Warren 
Black,  Senior  Minister;  Oxford- 
University  United  Methodist  Church; 
424  South  Tenth  Street;Oxford, 
Mississippi  38655. 


Storm  stories  wanted 

The  Upper  Room  Ministry  seeks  to  be  a 
presence  of  support  and  encouragement  in 
the  aftermath  of  recent  storms.  As  we 
reconnect  and  recover  we  have  many  sto¬ 
ries  to  tell  and  share  of  the  ways  our  God 
has  been  with  us  and  is  sustaining  us  and 
leading  into  the  future  with  hope  and 
promise.  The  September/October  issue  of 
Alive  Now  magazine  will  be  devoted  to 
stories  from  the  storms.  If  you  have  a 
poem,  a  prayer,  a  reflection,  or  even  a 
story  in  picture  or  art  form  that  you  would 
like  to  share,  Ellen  Alston  is  gathering 
such  material  for  the  Upper  Room. 

Contact  her  at  Grace  Community  UMC, 
9400  Ellerbe  Road,  Shreveport,  LA 
71106,318-865-2070,  or 
LNAlston7@aol.com. 


4 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW! 


JANUARY  27, 2006 


On  a  recent  tour  of  storm  affected  areas  of  Louisiana,  four  United  Methodist  bishops 
visited  First  United  Methodist  Church,  New  Orleans,  top. The  bishops  also  attended  a 
meeting  of  Governor  Kathleen  Blanco's  La.  Recovery  Authority,  held  at  the  state  capitol 
in  Baton  Rouge.  Pictured  in  front  of  the  capitol  are  Bishop  Michael  Coyner,  blank 
Coyner,  Bishops  Tom  Bickerton,  Jane  Middleton,  William  W.  Hutchinson,  Charles 
Crutchfield,  and  Mrs.  Kay  Hutchinson.  Bishops  Bickerton,  Crutchfield  and  Middleton, 
along  with  New  Orleans  District  Superintendent  Freddie  Henderson  look  on  as  Arthur 
Clement  describes  the  restoration  progress  at  Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans. 

Bishops,  from  page  1 


Tom  Bickerton,  Pittsburgh  area,  after  tour¬ 
ing  miles  of  destroyed  housing  in  New 
Orleans. 

Bickerton  also  spent  several  days  volun¬ 
teering  with  a  United  Methodist  work  crew 
from  West  Pennsylvania  in  areas  south  of 
Lake  Charles  that  were  severely  affected 
by  Hurricane  Rita. 

“All  of  us  are  under  an  obligation  to 
keep  the  story  of  these  devastating  storms 
alive.  Once  interest  drops,  giving  will  drop 
and  prayer  will  drop.  United  Methodists 
need  to  be  the  voice  of  hope  by  giving  our 
presence  and  our  support,”  added 
Bickerton. 

Middleton  and  Bickerton,  along  with 
Bishops  Charles  Crutchfield,  Arkansas 
Area,  and  Michael  Coyner,  Indiana  area, 
spent  Thursday  afternoon  “mucking  out”  a 
house  in  Chalmette,  one  of  the  most  affect¬ 
ed  areas  in  greater  New  Orleans.  “We  were 
trying  to  move  this  horrible  sludge,  which 
has  soaked  into  carpets  and  is  nearly 
impossible  to  remove.  The  house  hadn’t 
been  touched  since  September,  and  it  was 
still  wet  and  had  a  horrible  odor,”  said 
Middleton. 

“The  most  shocking  thing  for  me  was  to 


work  hard  for  several  hours,  raise  up  my 
head,  look  around  and  realize  how  little  we 
accomplished.  There  is  an  awesome  need 
for  people  to  come  to  Louisiana  as  work 
teams.  The  need  will  go  on  for  years,”  said 
Bickerton. 

In  addition  to  working  on  two  storm 
damaged  houses  in  the  New  Orleans  area, 
the  bishops  attended  a  meeting  of  the  La. 
Recovery  Authority  at  the  state  capitol  in 
Baton  Rouge.  The  committee  is  charged 
with  overseeing  governmental  aspects  of 
Louisiana’s  recovery  from  the  recent  hurri¬ 
canes. 

Bishop  Crutchfield  commented  that  his 
annual  conference  has  experienced  first 
hand  the  diaspora  triggered  by  Hurricane 
Katrina.  “Arkansas  offered  aid  to  thou¬ 
sands  of  evacuees,  and  thousands  have 
remained  with  us,”  he  said. 

During  a  tour  of  Dillard  University, 
which  is  undergoing  an  extensive  restora¬ 
tion  process  due  to  storm  damage,  Bishop 
Michael  Coyner  commented,  “I’m 
impressed  with  the  spirit  of  the  people 
here.  Despite  the  hardships  they  have 
endured,  their  spirit  of  hope  and  giving  is 
evident.” 


Georgia  church  leads  effort  to  help  Iraqi  baby 


DOUGLASVILLE,  Ga.  (UMNS)  -  One 
United  Methodist  called  his  church  and 
asked  for  help,  and  now  a  tiny  baby  girl 
from  Iraq  is  resting  comfortably  after  the 
first  of  three  surgeries  to  correct  a  life- 
threatening  birth  defect. 

Lt.  Jeff  Morgan,  a  Georgia  National 
Guardsman  serving  in  Baghdad  and  a 
member  of  Shepherd  of  the  Hills  United 
Methodist  Church,  sent  an  urgent  plea  to 
his  home  church  asking  for  help  in  bring¬ 
ing  Noor  al-Zahra,  a  3-month-old  girl  bom 
with  a  severe  form  of  spina  bifida,  to  the 
United  States  for  surgery.  At  birth,  she  had 
been  given  40-45  days  to  live. 

The  Rev.  Adam  Roberts,  pastor  of 
Shepherd  of  the  Hills,  admitted  when 
Morgan’s,  e-mail  came  he  was  skeptical 
about  what  the  congregation  could  do 
against  such  enormous  odds.  “But,  lucki¬ 
ly,”  he  said,  “that’s  not  what  members  of 
the  church  thought,  and  they  jumped  in  and 
started  working,  particularly  Debbie 
Stone.”  Largely  through  Stone’s  initiative, 
and  the  cooperation  of  other  people  and 
agencies  in  the  right  place  at  the  right  time, 
“Baby  Noor”  arrived  in  Atlanta  Dec.  3 1 . 
She  underwent  the  first  of  three  surgeries  at 
Children’s  Healthcare  of  Atlanta  Jan.  9. 

Stone,  Roberts  and  the  congregation 
became  international  media  stars  over  the 
Christmas  holidays,  with  the  first  reports  of 
the  Baby  Noor  situation  in  the  Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution.  The  newspaper  had  a 
reporter  embedded  with  the  Georgia 
National  Guard,  and  the  story  was  picked 
up  by  CNN  and  broadcast  internationally 
on  an  ongoing  basis.  The  church’s  Jan.  1 
service  was  covered  by  reporters  and 
filmed  by  TV  crews,  and  Stone  became 
adept  at  camera  and  print  interviews. 

The  media  attention  wasn’t  something 
church  members  expected,  but  they  agree  it 
has  all  been  positive,  with  war-time  sol¬ 
diers  wanting  to  help  a  terribly  sick  infant, 
a  church  working  against  odds  to  help,  and 
all  the  elements  falling  into  place  to  give 
Baby  Noor  a  chance  for  survival. 

“I  say  unashamedly  God  ordered  my 
steps  daily  and  had  a  big  part  in  this,” 

Stone  said.  “It  was  God  from  day  one.” 

What  has  surprised  her  most  about  the 
media  coverage  is  the  incredulity  of  some 
reporters  who  wondered  out  loud  why  she 
would  undertake  such  a  colossal  task  for 


someone  she  didn’t  know.  “I  think  the  con¬ 
cept  of  doing  something  for  somebody  just 
because  you  care  about  them  and  want  to 
show  God’s  love  is  so  foreign  to  people 
nowadays,”  she  said. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  Stone’s  heart¬ 
strings  would  be  pulled  by  Noor’s  life- 
threatening  situation.  A  mother  of  two  - 
Christopher,  7,  and  Paul  David,  5  -  Stone  is 
a  social  worker  who  works  specifically 
with  children  with  handicapping  condi¬ 
tions.  Her  oldest  son  has  had  five  ear  sur¬ 
geries  in  his  young  lif<^ 

Childspring  Interrfational,  a  Christian 
nonprofit  agency  brought  the  child  to  the 
United  States  for  medical  care.  The  organi¬ 
zation  secured  an  Arabic-speaking  family 
with  which  Noor,  her  grandmother  and 
father  could  stay  during  their  time  in 
Atlanta.  The  baby’s  1 8-year-old  mother  did 
not  make  the  trip  because,  according  to 
Iraqi  culture,  the  grandmother  is  considered 
the  family’s  matriarch. 

After  an  e-mail  from  Morgan,  U.S  Sen. 
Saxby  Chambliss’  office  became  involved 
and  helped  particularly  with  one  hurdle: 
bringing  the  father  to  Atlanta.  Childspring’s 
policy  is  not  to  bring  male  Iraqis  to 
America,  for  fear  they  could  defect. 
Chambliss,  of  Georgia,  was  instrumental  in 
getting  the  U.S.  Department  of  Defense  to 
take  responsibility  for  the  father  and  to 
arrange  transportation  from  Baghdad  to 
Kuwait.  The  successful  arrangements  that 
were  made  through  international  protocols 
and  cultures  solidified  Stone’s  belief  that 
God  was  in  charge  of  the  situation. 

“There’s  no  explanation  for  that  other  than 
God.  Throughout  the  time  she  was  trying 
to  make  a  way  for  Baby  Noor  “nobody 
said  no,”  she  said.  “Every  time  I  would  call 
and  talk  to  someone  about  this  situation,  if 
they  weren’t  able  to  help,  they  would  say, 
‘you  need  to  talk  to  this  person  or  call  this 
number.’” 

Before  Stone  could  go  about  finding  a 
doctor  to  help,  she  needed  specific  infor¬ 
mation  about  Noor’s  medical  situation.  A 
U.S.  Army  doctor  went  at  night  to  the 
baby’s  home  to  make  the  assessment.  Dr. 
Roger  Hudgins,  chief  of  neurosurgery  at 
Children’s  Healthcare,  applauded  the  sol¬ 
diers’  efforts.  “Obviously,  good  works 
happen  every  day  in  Iraq,  and  good  works 
happen  with  the  soldiers,”  he  said. 
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Christ  UMC-  Shreveport  joins  prayer  quilt  ministry 


Can  you  touch  a  prayer?  Can  you  pull 
it  close  and  feel  its  comfort?  You  can  if 
you  have  received  a  prayer  quilt  from 
Prayers  and  Squares,  The  Prayer  Quilt 
Ministry. 

Christ  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport,  LA  is  now  a  member  of  this 
wonderful  ministry.  (Chapter  359).  It’s  a 
simple  idea  with  powerful  results,  but  our 
Prayer  Quilts  are  more  than  just  colorful, 
comforting  blankets.  These  are  tie  quilts. 
The  warmth  they  bring  comes  from  the 
prayers  that  are  said  for  this  special  person 
as  each  knot  is  tied.  This  ministry  is  not 
about  the  quilt  but  about  the  prayers  being 
said. 

A  request  is  made  and  the  person  or  a 
friend  or  family  member  is  contacted  to 
ask  if  they  would  like  to  have  a  quilt.  The 
quilts  have  a  small  printed  label  attached  to 
the  back  stating  “This  quilt  was  made  espe¬ 
cially  for  you  (name  of  person)  and  a 
prayer  was  said  for  you  as  each  tie  was 
tied.  Now  you  are  covered  with  prayers.” 
The  date  and  the  name  and  address  of  the 
church  sending  the  quilt  is  also  inscribed. 
Each  quilt  is  blessed  by  the  pastor.  When 
the  person  receives  the  quilt  it  is  placed 
over  the  person,  a  prayer  is  said  and  they 
are  told  they  are  covered  in  prayers. 

The  ministry  is  supported  by  donations 
of  fabrics,  sewing  machines,  money,  and 
all  kinds  of  materials  to  work  with.  Christ 


United  Methodist  Church  has  been  very 
supportive  in  all  aspects.  This  ministry  has 
touched  the  hearts  of  so  many  in  the 
church  and  community  and  is  certainly  a 
wonderful  way  for  women  to  work  and  get 
to  know  each  other  better.  Never  is  a  quilt 
ever  sold.  The  Prayer  Quilt  Ministry  is  a 
non-profit  entity  and  growth  of  this  min¬ 
istry  has  been  steady  since  it’s  beginning  in 
1992.  It  started  at  Hope  UMC  in  Rancho 
Bernardo,  California  with  no  other  purpose 
than  to  have  fun  making  quilts.  Then  one 
day  a  group  member’s  two-year-old  grand¬ 
son  ended  up  in  a  coma  following  heart 
surgery.  His  doctors  were  very  pessimistic 
about  Kody’s  chances  for  recovery.  The 
ladies  decided  to  make  a  quilt  in  vivid  pri¬ 
mary  colors.  Time  was  short,  therefore 
they  made  a  tie  quilt  and  said  a  prayer  as 
each  tie  was  tied,  thus  the  first  prayer  quilt 
was  made  and  rushed  to  the  hospital  that 
night.  After  Kody  came  out  of  the  coma, 
the  quilt  became  important  in  his  recovery. 
Kody  lived  to  be  14. 

The  ladies  of  Christ  UMC  have  made 
3 1  prayer  quilts  since  the  ministry’s  begin¬ 
ning  in  September  2005.  Of  these,  26  have 
been  given  and  each  person  receiving  a 
quilt  has  felt  the  warmth,  love,  strength, 
hope  and  peace  of  God.  The  persons  mak¬ 
ing  these  quilts  have  also  felt  Christ’s  love 
and  have  felt  blessed.  Truly  this  is  a 
blessed  ministry. 


Poole  receives  God  and  Service  award 


Rev.  James  M.  Poole  is  show  with  his  grandsons  Robert  and  Daniel  Poole  at  the  2005 
Boy  Scouts  Jamboree  at  Fort  A.  P.  Hill.  During  the  Sunday  service,  Poole  was  present¬ 
ed  with  the  prestigious  God  and  Service  award. 


The  God  and  Service  Award  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  Rev.  James  M.  Poole  by  the 
General  Commission  United  Methodist 
Men  and  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 
Poole  is  a  retired  minister  from  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  and  has 
remained  active  in  scouting  in  retire- 
ment.The  award  recognizes  dedication  to 
spiritual  growth  and  to  service  to  fellow 
man.  The  award  was  presented  by  Judge 
Carl  E.  Stewart,  Circuit  Judge  of  the  U.S. 
Court  of  Appeals,  Fifth  Judicial  Circuit  at 


the  Sunday  Service  during  the  2005 
Jamboree  held  at  Fort  A.  P.  Hill. 

Six  Scouts  from  across  the  United 
States  were  presented  The  God  and 
Service  Award.  Over  4,000  scouts  and 
leaders  were  present  for  the  Sunday 
Worship  Service.  At  the  service  with 
James  Poole  were  his  grandsons,  Robert 
and  Daniel  Poole.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  sponsors  more  Boy  Scouts  in 
troops  than  any  other  organization. 


Dillard,  from  page  1 
taken  samplings  to  be  certain  that  air  quali¬ 
ty  is  up  to  the  highest  standards,”  said 
Tomlin. 

The  group  also  looked  inside 
Rosenwald  Hall,  which  wound  up  with  a 
completely  flooded  basement.  “We  lost  a 
tremendous  amount  of  IT  equipment,”  said 
Arthur  Clement,  architectural  consultant. 
“The  new  equipment  will  be  housed  on  the 
third  floor  of  the  building  once  restoration 
is  completed.” 

Rebecca  Roussel,  a  senior  at  Dillard  in 
Mass  Communications,  came  along  on  the 
tour  with  a  group  of  fellow  students. 

“We’re  doing  a  short  documentary  on  the 
restoration  as  a  class  project,”  said  Roussel, 
who  plans  to  graduate  in  July. 

Roussel,  along  with  1,100  other  Dillard 
students,  is  currently  attending  classes  at 
the  Hilton  Hotel,  located  by  the  Mississippi 
River  in  downtown  New  Orleans.  “Eight 
hundred  are  actually  residing  at  the  hotel, 
with  the  remaining  300  driving  to  school 
every  day,”  said  Mark  Bames  with 


Dillard’s  office  of  Institutional 
Advancement. 

Dillard  University  had  1,900  active  stu¬ 
dents  prior  to  Hurricane  Katrina.  “We’ve 
all  been  in  touch  with  our  friends  who  are 
attending  other  schools  throughout 
Louisiana  and  other  parts  of  the  United 
States.  Quite  a  few  are  attending  LSU  and 
Southern  University  in  Baton  Rouge.  Some 
are  at  Texas  Southern  or  TCU.  Others  are 
at  Morehouse  or  Spelman  in  Atlanta.  Most 
of  them  are  saying  they  want  to  come  back 
when  the  campus  opens  again,”  said 
Roussel. 

Bishops  Michael  Coyner  (Indiana  Area), 
Jane  Allen  Middleton  (Harrisburg  area), 
Charles  Crutchfield  (Arkansas  Area),  and 
Thomas  Bickerton  (Pittsburgh  area)  were 
with  the  group  touring  Dillard  as  part  of  a 
contingency  from  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

“The  magnitude  of  the  situation  in  New 
Orleans  is  staggering.  It  is  very  encourag¬ 
ing  to  see  the  progress  at  Dillard  University 
as  the  city  struggles  to  come  back,”  said 


Visitors  tour  the  inside  of  a  Dillard  residence  hall  which  was  significantly  damaged  dur¬ 
ing  Hurricane  Katrina.  Side  by  side  shots  of  the  entrance  to  Dillard  University  give  a 
before  and  after'  image  of  progress  made  with  campus  cleanup.  Rebecca  Roussel  a 
senior  in  Mass  Communications  at  Dillard,  tours  the  campus  with  fellow  dassmates'dur- 
mg  the  Jan.  1 3  tour  of  the  campus.  Photos  by  Mike  Dubose,  UMNS  and  Steve  Backstrom. 
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Churches  that  paid  1 00  percent  of  apportionments 


The  following  is  a  list  of  pastors  and  churches  which 
paid  100  percent  of  their  2005  apportionments: 

Acadiana 


ABBEVILLE  UMC 
PECAN  ISLAND  UMC 
TRINITY  UMC 


REV  JOHN  LVINING 
REV  JOHN  LVINING 
REV  BARRY  WHITTINGTON 


ST  JAMES  /BELLE  ROSE  REV  ELVA  JACOBS 
ST  PETER  UMC/D'VILLE  REV  ELVA  JACOBS 


CLANTON  CHAPEL 
FIRST  UMC/  DV1LLE 
LUTCHER  UMC 
ASBURY/ FRANKLIN 
MCGOWEN  UMC 
GRAND  RIVER  UMC 
BAYOU  BLUE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  HOUMA 
WESLEY  UMC 
VACHERIE  UMC 
ST  PAUL/  JEANERETTE 
FITZGERALD  UMC 
MT  ZION  UMC 
ST  PETER  UMC 
MALLALIEU  UMC 
ASBURY/ LAFAYETTE 


REV  KIRBY  AVERRETT 
REV  BARBARA  BEAUMON- 
REV  BARBARA  BEAUMONT 
REV  DARRYL  BRIGGS 
REV  STEVEN  J.  PORTER 
REV  EARLINE  T.  GUIDRY 
REV  JAMES  W.  BARRETT,  JR. 
REV  BARRY  HOEKSTRA 
REV  TERRY  LINDSEY 
REV  TERRY  LINDSEY 
REV  CHARLES  E.  HILL 
REV  CHARLES  E.  HILL 
REV  CHARLES  E.  HILL 
REV  ERICA  JENKINS 
REV  ERICA  JENKINS 
REV  T  EDWARD  BOYD 


CHURCH  OF  THE  COVENANT 

REV  WILLIS  W.  DEAR 


FIRST/  LAFAYETTE 
IMMANUEL  UMC 
NORTHWOOD  UMC 
SCOTT  CHAPEL  UMC 
ST  PAUL/  NEW  ROADS 
LUTCHER  CHAPEL 
LYDIA  UMC 
ST  PETER  UMC 
SHILOH/MARINGOUIN 
MEM/MATTHEWS 
MELVILLE  UMC 
PALMETTO  UMC 
PHARR  CHAPEL  UMC 
WALMSLEY  UMC 
MASON  UMC 
MT  VERNON  UMC 


REV  TIMOTHY  J.  NEUSTIFTER 
REV  CLIFTON  C.  CONRAD 
REV  L. WAYNE  HOWINGTON 
REV  INITAL.  SMITH 
REV  INITAL.  SMITH 
REV  SONYA  LARS 
REV  ROBERT  W  CORMIER 
REV  EMMETT  C. COLLINS,  JR. 
REV  EMMETT  C.  COLLINS,  JR. 
REV  PEGGY  FOREMAN 
REV  KENNETH  B  CHAPMAN 
REV  KENNETH  B  CHAPMAN 
REV  REBECCA  D.  CONNER 
REV  DAN  WASHINGTON,  JR. 
REV  DAN  WASHINGTON,  JR. 
REV  JOSEPH  HOLLAND,  SR. 


WESLEY/NAPOLEONVILLE 

REV  ALBERT  HOLLAND 


WOODLAWN  UMC 
FIRST/NEW  IBERIA 
ST  JAMES  UMC 
BRIGGS  UMC 
MT  ZION  UMC 
LOUISIANA  MEM 
ST  MARK  UMC 
PATTERSON  UMC 
FIRST/PLAQUEMINE 
HURST  CHAPEL  UMC 
ST  LUKE  UMC 
KROTZ  SPRINGS  UMC 
WILSON  MEMORIAL 
HARTZELL  /ROSEDALE 
ROSEDALE  UMC 
FIRST/NEW  ROADS 
CALVARY  UMC 


REV  ALBERT  HOLLAND 
REV  SCOTT  BULLOCK 
REV  BENNIE  KIRK 
REV  BENNIE  KIRK 
REV  BENNIE  KIRK 
REV  K.  DALE  HENSARLING 
REV  RUSSELL  JONES 
REV  AARON  CARPENTER 
REV  STEPHEN  FLEMING 
REV  THOMAS  A  WESLEY 
REV  THOMAS  A  WESLEY 
REV  ROBERT  D.  CLARK 
REV  ROBERT  D.  CLARK 
REV  ULYSSE  STEPHENS 
REV  JEFF  CONNER 
REV  JEFF  CONNER 
TBS 


FIRST  UMC/  THIBODAUX  REV  J.  PENN  MORGAN 


MAGNOLIA  UMC 
ST  PAUL  UMC/WAXIA 
ST  JAMES  UMC 
WILEY  UMC 
GREEN  CHAPEL  UMC 

Alexandria 


HORSESHOE  DRIVE 
NEWMAN 
ST  MARK'S 
TRINITY 


REV  MADELINE  MITCHELL 
REV  MARGUERITE  JENKINS 
REV  MARGUERITE  JENKINS 
REV  LAURENCE  E.  HALL 
REV  LAURENCE  E.  HALL 


REV  R  DON  ROSS 
REV  DERRICK  D.  HILLS 
TBS 

REV  ERIN  J.OLIVER 


FELLOWSHIP/HINESTON  REV  ERIN  J.OLIVER 


WILTON  UMC 
BEULAH  UMC 
LAHEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
UNION  UMC 
DAVID  HAAS  MEM 


REV  JASON  W.  JACOB 
REV  STEPHANIE  T.  KIDD 
TBS 

REV  DIANNE  ALLEN  JONES 
REV  JOE  A.  HOOVER 


TRINITY  UMC 
WHITE'S  CHAPEL  UMC 
CAMPTI  UMC 
ST  MAURICE  UMC 
ST  PAUL  UMC/  CAMPTI 
MT  ZION  UMC 
ST  PAUL/CHENEYVILLE 
COLFAX  UMC 
COULEY  UMC 
SANDERS  CHAPEL  UMC 
EVERGREEN  UMC 
SEVIER  MEM/FERRIDAY 
CLAYTON  UMC 
GLENMORA  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  BOYCE 
NOLLEY  MEM/JENA 
BELAH  UMC 
JONESVILLE  UMC 
FIRST/HARRISONBURG 
LECOMPTE  UMC 
BAYOU  CHICOT  UMC 
CHENEYVILLE  UMC 
MANY  UMC 
MARKSVILLE  UMC 


REV  JOE  A.  HOOVER 
REV  JOE  A.  HOOVER 
SHAWN  T.  HORNSBY 
SHAWN  T.  HORNSBY 
TBS 
TBS 

REV  MARY  L.  JONES 
REV  GLORIA  YOUNGBLOOD 
REV  THOMAS  G.  MAY 
REV  THOMAS  G.  MAY 
REV  JOE  A.  HOOVER 
REV  RAYMON  L.  OWENS 
REV  RAYMON  L.  OWENS 
REV  BILL  MCDONALD 
REV  WILLIAM  K.  MCDONALD 
REV  MARK  B.  BENGE,  SR. 
REV  MARK  B.  BENGE,  SR. 
REV  DAVID  C.  CARLTON 
REV  DAVID  C.  CARLTON 
REV  ROSS  FORD 
REV  ROSS  FORD 
REV  ROSS  FORD 
REV  C.  FRANCES  HOOTON 


REV  FRANK  PENNINGTON 
OAK  GROVE  UMC  /  EFFIE  REV  FRANK  PENNINGTON 
SIMMESPORT  UMC  REV  FRANK  PENNINGTON 
ST.  MARK'S  UMC  TBS 

MONTGOMERY  UMC  DR  JIMMY  WALKER 
MT  ZION  UMC  DR  JIMMY  WALKER 

AS  BURY/NATCHITOCHES  REV  JAMES  A  GRAHAM 
EMMANUEL  UMC  REV  JAMES  A  GRAHAM 

FIRST/NATCHITOCHES  REV  DONALD  R.  AVERY 
COLLEGE  AVENUE  UMC  REV  ELLIS  E.  NEWMAN 

REV  JOHN  R.  FOSTER 
REV  JOHN  FOSTER 
REV  CURTIS  CARROLL,  JR. 
REV  CURTIS  CARROLL,  JR. 
REV  J  EDWIN  DILWORTH 
REV  W.  RALPH  FORD 
REV  GARY  L.VAN  HORN 
REV  GARY  L.VAN  HORN 
REV  JAMES  E  RAY,  SR. 

REV  JAMES  E.  RAY,  SR. 

REV  EDDIE  CARPENTER 
REV  EDDIE  CARPENTER 
TBS 

REV  JOHN  R.  JOHNS 
REV  JOHN  JOHNS 
REV  BARRY  D.  DENNIS 
JAMES  BLANCHARD 
KEVIN  COLLIER 
REV  TIMOTHY  O.  LAWSON 


OAK  GROVE  UMC 
PROVENCAL  UMC 
OLLA  UMC 
URANIA  UMC 
PALESTINE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  PINEVILLE 
PLEASANT  GROVE  UMC 
BETHEL  UMC 
WESLEY/BOONEVILLE 
WESLEY  UMC 
POLLOCK  UMC 
LIBERTY  CHAPEL  UMC 
STRANGE  UMC 
EDDY  JUSTISS  MEM 
EDEN  UMC 
VIDALIA  UMC 
WEAVER  UMC 
ATLANTA  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/ WINNFIELD 


Baton  Rouge 


AMITE  UMC 
INDEPENDENCE  UMC 
BLACKWATER  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  BAKER 
BETHEL  UMC  /  PRIDE 
BROADMOOR  UMC 
CAMPHOR  MEMORIAL 
FIRST/BATON  ROUGE 
FRANCIS  ASBURY 
HOPE  COMMUNITY 


REV  BRADY  S.WHITTON 
REV  BRADY  S.WHITTON 
REV  WILLIAM  H.  WILLIS 
REV  E.  EUGENE  RIVES,  JR. 
REV  E.  EUGENE  RIVES,  JR. 
REV  CLIFF  C.  WRIGHT 
REV  DARLENE  A.  MOORE 
DR  CHRIS  H.  ANDREWS 
REV  W.  ODELL  SIMMONS 
REV  H.  LOUIS  JONES 
REV  WILLIE  LAWS 


HUGHES  MEMORIAL 
ANDREW  CHAPEL/WATSON 

REV  WILLIE  LAWS 


REV  KIBBIE  E.  HATFIELD 
REV  DOUGLAS  M.  BAKER 
TBS 

REV  ARNOLD  V.  BROWN 
REV  LARRY  D.  O'DELL 
REV  BILL  YOUNGBLOOD 
REV  KIMBRA  H.  HAMMETT 
REV  KIMBRA  H.  HAMMETT 
ST  MARK/BATON  ROUGE  REV  JOSEPH  D.  AWOTWI 
UNIVERSITY  REV  STEVEN  M.  SPURLOCK 

WESLEY/BATON  ROUGE  REV  ANDREW  GOFF 
CLINTON  UMC  REV  ROBERT  E. TOWNSEND 

CLEAR  CREEK  UMC  REV  ROBERT  E. TOWNSEND 

MT  ZION  UMC  REV  ELAINE  SMITH 


INGLESIDE  UMC 
JEFFERSON  UMC 
JORDAN  UMC 
NEELY  UMC 
ST  ANDREW'S  UMC 
ST  JOHN'S  UMC 
ST  LUKE'S  UMC 
ST  PAUL'S  UMC 


ST  PETER  UMC 
JACKSON  CHAPEL 
MT  CARMEL  UMC 
ST  JAMES/CONVENT 
DAYS  UMC 
CENTER  UMC 
DARLINGTON  UMC 
DEERFORD  UMC 
FIRST/DENHAM  SPRGS 
ROBERTS  UMC 
ST  LUKE  UMC 
ST  PAUL  UMC 


REVCHERLESS  H.  MILLER 
REV  CHERLESS  H.  MILLER 
REVCHERLESS  H. MILLER 
REV  GAYNELL  PITTMAN 
DR  LARRY  D.  ROBERTSON 
DR  LARRY  D.  ROBERTSON 
DR  LARRY  D.  ROBERTSON 
REV  LINDA  M  HAGAN 
REV  WYBRA  PRICE 
REV  ALONZO  J.  CAMPBELL 
REV  ALONZO  J.  CAMPBELL 
REV  S  CHARLES  BYRD 
CARPENTER'S  CHAPEL/GALVEZ 

REV  WILLIAM  P.  MINYARD 
REV  GARY  DON  WILLIS 
REV  DIANE  L.  BENTLEY 
REV  ROBERT  D.  HAYES 
REV  ROBERT  D.  HAYES 
REV  MICHAEL  HAMMETT 
REV  KENNETH  R.  BOWMAN 
REV  JOY  L.  COMEAUX 
REV  DAVID  J.  SHEEHAN 
REV  DAVE  SHEEHAN 
REV  PERCY  MAC  FRAZIER 
REV  PERCY  MAC  FRAZIER 
REV  RICHARD  DAVIS 
REV  LORRIS  WIMBERLY 
REV  LORRIS  WIMBERLY 
REV  E  RAND  GUY 
REV  E  RAND  GUY 
REV  JAMES  W.  REID 
REV  JAMES  W.  REID 
REV  ROBERT  L  DEICH 
REV  MARK  LUBBOCK 
REV  MARK  LUBBOCK 
REV  MARK  LUBBOCK 
REV  RODNEY  WOOTEN 
REV  J  DEREK  REESE 
REV  ELAINE  M.  BURLEIGH 
REV  W  MADISON  TURNER 
REV  DANIEL  P.  GLEASON 
REV  BETTY  McCARVER 
REV  BETTY  McCARVER 
TBS 
TBS 

REV  EMILE  E.TOSSO 
REV  MARGUERITE  W.  RHEAMS 
REV  DANNY  BERGERON 
REV  JAMES  B.  MOORE- 
REV  JAMES  B.  MOORE 
REV  LEWIS  M  MORRIS,  JR. 
REV  LEWIS  M  MORRIS,  JR. 
REV  LEWIS  M  MORRIS,  JR. 
REV  MARK  E  CROSBY 
GREGORY  MCCLAY 
REV  DEMETRIC  L.  SLAUGHTER 
REV  GREGORY  R.  DAVIS 
REV  GLORIOUS  WRIGHT 
REV  GLORIOUS  WRIGHT 


GONZALES  UMC 
ST  LANDRY/GONZALES 
GREENSBURG  UMC 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
MAGNOLIA  UMC 
FIRST/  HAMMOND 
HUFF  CHAPEL  UMC 
JACKSON  UMC 
ETHEL  UMC 
KENTWOOD  UMC 
MT  HERMON  UMC 
LIVINGSTON  UMC 
LORANGER  UMC 
COOPER'S  CHAPEL 
PINE  GROVE 
NESOM  MEM.TICKFAW 
PINE  RIDGE  UMC 
TANGIPAHOA  UMC 
FIRST/PONCHATOULA 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
JAMES  CHAPEL  UMC 
LEE'S  LANDING  UMC 
SCOTT /PORT  ALLEN 
MEADOWS  CHAPEL 
FAITHFUL  UMC 
NEW  RIVER/ST.  AMANT 
ST  FRANCISVILLE 
SLAUGHTER  UMC 
BLUFF  CREEK  UMC 
NEW  HOPE/SPILLMAN 
CONCORD  UMC 
FIRST/SPRINGFIELD 
ST  JAMES  UMC 
TUNICA  UMC 
WALKER  UMC 
MANGUM  CHAPEL 
FRIENDSHIP  UMC 
CORBIN  UMC 
MONTPELIER  UMC 
LIVE  OAK  UMC 
WESLEY/WILSON 
ASBURY/NORWOOD 
ZACHARY  UMC 
MOSES  CHAPEL  UMC 
BEECH  GROVE  UMC 

Lake  Charles 


BASILE  UMC 
WAKEFIELD  UMC 
GRAND  CHENIER 
CHURCH  POINT 
WESLEY/CROWLEY 
FIRST  /  CROWLEY 
FIRST/  DEQUINCY 
FIRST/  DERIDDER 
EBENEZER  UMC 
BRANCH  UMC 
EUNICE  UMC 
IOTA  UMC 
PROSPECT/FLORIEN 
HORNBECK  UMC 
GUEYDAN  UMC 
KAPLAN  UMC 
HASKIN  CHAPEL 
HOLLY  GROVE  UMC 
HOPEWELL  UMC 
ELIZABETH  UMC 


REV  RANDALL  W  DAILY 
REV  THOMAS  C.  BEELER 
REV  THOMAS  C.  BEELER 
REV  TRUMAN  STAGG 
REV  TRUMAN  STAGG 
REV  W.  MARK  STRICKLAND 
REV  RICHARD  O. TEETER 
REV  JON  ETELLIFERO 
REV  CHARLES  L.  FLOYD 
REV  CHARLES  L.  FLOYD 
REV  CAROLYN  B.  VOLENTINE 
REV  CAROLYN  B.  VOLENTINE 
REV  RAY  LEIDIG 
REV  RAY  LEIDIG 
REV  KEMPER  SMITH 
REV  KEMPER  SMITH 
REV  ROY  A  JEFFERSO 
TBS 

REV  MARK  S.THERIOT 
REV  MARK  S.THERIOT 
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REV  MARK  S. THERIOT 
REV.  L.  JOHN  LOCASCIO 
REV  L.  JOHN  LOCASCIO 
REV  DAVID  R.  DEWITT 
REV  JOSHUA  D.MILLIRON 
REV  EDDIE  E.  MORGAN,  JR. 
REV  EDDIE  E.  MORGAN,  JR. 
REV  EDDIE  E.  MORGAN,  JR. 
REV  SUSAN  PUGH 
REV  DOUGLAS  DEGRAFFENRIED 
REV  ROGER  H. TEMPLETON 
REV  ROGER  H. TEMPLETON 
REV  KARLS. KLAUS 
REV  MICHAEL  MCLAURIN 
REV  SIMON  CHIGUMIRA 
FIRST/LEESVILLE  REV  KENNETH  M. GRAHAM,  JR. 

MT  ZION  /  LEESVILLE  REV  ROBERT  M.  ECKERLE,  JR. 
MACEDONIA  UMC  REV  ROBERT  M.  ECKERLE,  JR. 


PINE  GROVE  UMC 
INDIAN  BAYOU  UMC 
CENTENARY  UMC 
IOWA  UMC 
JENNINGS  UMC 
KINDER  UMC 
OBERLIN  UMC 
ELTON  UMC 
LAKE  ARTHUR 
FIRST/LK  CHAS 
OAK  PARK  UMC 
FAIRVIEW  UMC 
ST  LUKE-SIMPSON 
UNIVERSITY/ LK  CHAS 
WARREN  UMC 


MERRYVILLE  UMC 
WESLEY/DERIDDER 
MOSS  BLUFF  UMC 
OAKDALE  UMC 
PINE  PRAIRIE  UMC 
RAYMOND  UMC 
ROANOKE  UMC 
SQUYRES  UMC 
HENNING  MEM 
MAPLEWOOD  UMC 
WESLEY/SULPHUR 
HACKBERRY  UMC 
SWEETLAKE  UMC 
WELSH  MEM  UMC 
WELSH  UMC 
HAYES  UMC 
JONES  UMC 
MALLALIEU/JENNINGS 
WESTLAKE  UMC 


REV  STEVEN  W.  BUSH 
REV  STEVEN  W.  BUSH 
REV  M.  STUART  SHERMAN 
REV  THOMAS  BEELER 
REV  THOMAS  BEELER 
REV  KATHERINE  G.  HOWELL 
REV  KATHERINE  G.  HOWELL 
REV  WILLIAM  N.  SHEFFIELD 
REV  J  RYAN  HORTON 
REV  JOHN  HIGGINBOTHAM 
REV  LEON  A.  BOGGS 
REV  LEON  A  BOGGS 
REV  WAYNE  G.TAYLOR 
REV  JERRY  LEE  JOHNSON 
REV  MARK  GOINS 
REV  MARK  GOINS 
REV  EUNICE  CHIGUMIRA 
REV  EUNICE  CHIGUMIRA 
REV  ELIZABETH  M.  NORTHEN 


Monroe 

ANSLEY  UMC 
CENTERPOINT 
BARTHOLOMEW  UMC 
BEEKMAN  UMC 
BASKIN  UMC 
FIRST /BASTROP 
COLLINSTON  UMC 
MEMORIAL  UMC 
MER  ROUGE  UMC 
MT  OLIVE  UMC 
BERNICE  UMC 
BEECH  GROVE  UMC 
SUMMERFIELD  UMC 
BOEUF  PRAIRIE  UMC 
LITTLE  CREEK  UMC 
CHATHAM  UMC 
CHOUDRANT  UMC 
FIRST/ COLUMBIA 
HEBERT  UMC 
CREW  LAKE  UMC 
MANGHAM  UMC 
DELHI  UMC 
CROWVILLE  UMC 
DOUGLAS  UMC 
DOWNSVILLE  UMC 
BETHEL  UMC 
DUBACH  UMC 
HARMONY  CHAPEL 
EPPS  UMC 
EROS  UMC 

ANTIOCH  UMC/  EROS 
FARMERVILLE  UMC 
GRAYSON  UMC 
INDIAN  VILLAGE  UMC 
JONESBORO  UMC 
HODGE  UMC 
DODSON  UMC 
NEW  HOPE  UMC 
FIRST/LK  PROVIDENCE 
MARION  UMC 
BIRD'S  CHAPEL  UMC 
MEMORIAL  UMC 
SALEM  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  MONROE 
HOPE  UMC 
LEA  JOYNER  MEM 


TBS 

TBS 

REV  GERALD  R.CRISE 
REV  GERALD  R.CRISE 
REV  MARY  ANN  COLLIE 
REV  ROY  BRYAN  MOORE 
REV  ROY  BRYAN  MOORE 
REV  NEWTON  M.  HORNE,  JR. 
REV  NEWTON  M.  HORNE,  JR. 
REV  MARCUS  GAUT 
REV  JOHNIEW.  ADKINS 
REV  JOHNIEW.  ADKINS 
REV  JOHNIEW.  ADKINS 
REV  HOWARD  B.  CHILDS 
REV  HOWARD  B.  CHILDS 
TBS 

REV  LINDA  SABIN 
REV  PAMELA  FITCH  ROY 
REV  PAMELA  FITCH  ROY 
REV  CARROLL  JOHNSON 
REV  CARROLL  JOHNSON 
REV  JOSEPH  E.  HAMILTON 
REV  JOSEPH  E.  HAMILTON 
REV  M.ROLLY  WALKER 
REV  OWEN  PEYTON,  SR. 
REV  OWEN  PEYTON,  SR. 
REV  CHRISTAN  L. THOMAS 
REV  CHRISTAN  L.THOMAS 
REV  JACQUELINE  E.  COLLINS 
REV  JACK  D.  PHELPS 
REV  JACK  D.  PHELPS 
REV  JOHN  G.  HANKINS 
REV  HOWARD  HUDSON 
TBS 

REV  BILL  E.  STRAWBRIDGE 
REV  BILL  E.  STRAWBRIDGE 
REV  BILL  E.  STRAWBRIDGE 
REV  BILL  E.  STRAWBRIDGE 
REV  WILLIAM  H.  McLAIN 
MATT  FOREMAN 
MATT  FOREMAN 
REV  ROSS  W.  GENGER 
REV  ROSS  W.  GENGER 
REV  LARRY  R.  STAFFORD 
REV  JOHNNY  M.  RILEY,  JR. 
REV  WELDON  C.  BARES 


MEMORIAL/ MONROE 
REVEILLE  UMC 
UNION  UMC 
ST  JAMES/  MONROE 
ST  MARK'S  UMC 
ST  PAUL  UMC 
ST  PAUL'S/  MONROE 
MT  NEBO  UMC 
WASHINGTON  CHAPEL 
MT  SINAI  UMC 
MT  ZION  UMC 
BEULAH  UMC 
NEWELLTON 
FIRST/ OAK  GROVE 
PIONEER  UMC 
QUITMAN  UMC 
CLAY  UMC 
RAYVILLE  UMC 
HOLLY  RIDGE  UMC 
GRACE  UMC/  RUSTON 
TRINITY  UMC/  RUSTON 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
ST  ANDREWS  UMC 
OAK  RIDGE  UMC 
ST  JOSEPH  UMC 
ST  PETER  UMC 
LAWSON  CHAPEL 
FIRST/  SICILY  ISLAND 
GILBERT  UMC 
ANTIOCH/ SIMSBORO 
FIRST/ TALLULAH 
WOODLAWN  UMC 
CLAIBORNE  UMC 
WILHITE  UMC 
FI RST/W  MONROE 
MCGUIRE  UMC 
FIRST/ WINNSBORO 
WISNER  UMC 


REV  PAUL  E.  SABIN 
REV  MARCELLE  CROW 
REV  MARCELLE  CROW 
GEORGE  PHILLIPS  JR. 

REV  LYSBETH  B.  COCKRELL 
REV  JACKIE  HOLMES,  JR. 

REV  RICHARD  H.  HUMPHRIES 
REV  KERMIT  C.  ROBERSON 
REV  KERMIT  C.  ROBERSON 
REV  KERMIT  C.  ROBERSON 
REV  WANDA  COSENTINO 
REV  WANDA  COSENTINO 
TBS 

REV  BYRON  W.  PUTNAM 
REV  BYRON  W.  PUTNAM 
REV  GWENDOLYN  HOYT 
REV  GWENDOLYN  HOYT 
REV  TED  FREELAND 
REV  TED  FREELAND 
REV  A.  WAYNE  EVANS 
REV  FRED  B.WIDEMAN 
REV  DALTON  R.SHOVAN 
REV  DONALD  WILKINSON 
REV  DONALD  WILKINSON 
REV  JONATHAN  KING 
REV  SONIA  D.  GEE 
REV  SONIA  D.  GEE 
REV  WILLIAM  F.  FOSTER 
REV  WILLIAM  F.  FOSTER 
REV  REGINALD  D.  COLVIN 
REV  JEAN  M.  FOREMAN 
REV  MONICA  G.  MONK 
REV  SAMUEL  P.  EMANUEL 
REV  SAMUEL  P.  EMANUEL 
REV  RICKY  L. WILLIS 
REV  MICHAEL  T.  HEAD 
REV  WILLIAM  A.  MOON,  III 
REV  I  FRANCES  GUY 


Shreveport 

ARCADIA  UMC  REV  JAYNE  TRAMMELL-KELLY 


New  Orleans 


WESLEY  RAY  UMC 
MARYS  CHAPEL  UMC 
LIVE  OAK  UMC 
ELIZ.  SULLIVAN  MEM 
THIRKIELD  UMC 
HARRY'S  CHAPEL 
TRINITY  UMC/ BURAS 
BUSH  UMC 
FIRST/ COVINGTON 
FITZGERALD  UMC 
WALDHEIM  UMC 
ST  CHARLES 
CENTENARY  UMC 
FISHER  UMC 
HAYES  CHAPEL  UMC 
GRAND  ISLE  UMC 
BOYNTON  UMC 
GRETNA  UMC 
EL  MESIAS 
FIRST/  KENNER 
LACOMBE  UMC 
FIRST/  LAPLACE 
NORTH  CROSS 
NEWELL  UMC 
ST  TIMOTHTY  N/SHORE 
METAIRIE  UMC 
ASBURY/N.O. 

ST  MATTHEW 
BETHANY/  N.O. 
CARROLLTON  UMC 
GRACE  UMC 
THOMAS  UMC 
HAVEN  TRINITY 
JOHN  WESLEY 
LAHARPE  UMC 
LAKE  VISTA  UMC 
PHILLIPS  MEM 
ST.  MARK'S  UMC 
ALDERSGATE 
FIRST /SLIDELL 
HARTZELL  MT  ZION 
VARNADO  UMC 


REV  TERRANCE  AUGUST 
REV  TERRANCE  AUGUST 
REV  TERRANCE  AUGUST 
REV  ALAN  D.EINSEL 
REV  LOUIS  A.  SMITH 
REV  LOUIS  A.  SMITH 
REV  GENE  M.FAURIE 
REV  KARL  D.  WOOD 
REV  VAN  A.  STINSON 
REV  ROY  J.  PRICE 
REV  CHRIS  FRYOU 
REV  CHRIS  A.  BLANCHARD 
REV  LYNDLE  R.  BULLARD 
REV  LYNDLE  BULLARD 
REV  BRUCE  BROWN 
REV  REGINA  HICKMAN 
TBS 

REV  FRANKS. HARRIS  III 
REV  SAMUEL  CALVO 
REV  WILLIAM  A  ROWELL,  JR. 
REV  LAWRENCE  K.  BENSON 
REV  MARK  A.  BRAY 
REV  FLINT  E.  SHEA 
REV  NOLAN  M.  ROBINSON 
REV  JAMES  W.  MITCHELL 
REV  RHONDA  E.  FEURTADO 
DR  ANDREW  J.  DOUGLAS 
DR  ANDREW  J.  DOUGLAS 
REV  HADLEY  R.  EDWARDS 
REV  CORY  L.  SPARKS 
REV  WALTER  B.  PENNINGTON 
REV  ANICE  N.  MOSES 
REV  DAVIS  W.  CLARK 
REV  HELENA  WRIGHT  BUTLER 
REV  WILLIAM  L.  JONES 
REV  NORWOOD  HINGLE,  III 
REV  JOE  D.  CONNELLY 
REV  ANITA  DINWIDDIE 
REVS  JOHN  AND  MARIE  WILLIAMS 
REV  JERRY  G.HILBUN 
REV  ERNEST  E.  SCOTT 
REV  ESTER  L.  HAMMOND 


MT  MARIAH  UMC 
ARIZONA  UMC 
ATHENS  UMC 
BENTON  UMC 
BETHEL  UMC 
BIENVILLE  UMC 
ASBURY  UMC 
BARKSDALE  UMC 
FELLOWSHIP  UMC 
FIRST /BOSSIER  CITY 
BRUSHWOOD  UMC 
COLQUITT  UMC 
COUSHATTA  UMC 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
CROSSROADS  UMC 
HALL  SUMMIT  UMC 
DOYLINE  UMC 
EVERGREEN  UMC 
GIBSLAND  UMC 
OAK  GROVE  UMC 
GILLIAM  UMC 
HOSSTON  UMC 
GREENWOOD  UMC 
BETHANY  UMC 
HAUGHTON  UMC 
LOVE  CHAPEL  UMC 
HAYNESVILLE  UMC 
SHONGALOO  UMC 
HEFLIN  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  HOMER 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
IDA  UMC 
FAIRVIEW  UMC 
KEITHVILLE  UMC 
MCDONALD  UMC 
LISBON  UMC 
LOGANSPORT  UMC 
LONGSTREET  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  MANSFIELD 
GRAND  CANE  UMC 
PLEASANT  VALLEY  UMC 
NEW  LIGHT  UMC 
SHADY  GROVE  UMC 
BONCHEST  UMC 
WESLEY/  MANSFIELD 
ROSA  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/ MINDEN 
LAKEVIEW  UMC 


REV  JAYNE  TRAMMELL-KELLY 
REV  DORCAS  A. THORNTON 
REV  CHARLES  R.  PENUELL 
REV  T.  LYNN  MALONE 
REV  STEPHEN  N.  FIFE 
TBS 

REV  BARRY  HUGHES 
REV  PAUL  C.  CARROLL,  SR. 
REV  JONATHAN  BECK 
REV  DAVID  DIETZEL 
TBS 
TBS 

REV  STEVEN  W.  FOWLER 
REV  STEVEN  W.  FOWLER 
REV  CARL  MUNYON 
REV  CARL  MUNYON 
REV  WILLIAM  SEWELL 
TBS 

REV  DOROTHY  SMITH 
REV  DOROTHY  SMITH 
REV  EMILE  ROUSSEAU 
REV  EMILE  ROUSSEAU 
REV  CLINTON  LOVELL 
REV  CLINTON  LOVELL 
REV  THOMAS  E.  DUNGAN 
REV  BENJAMIN  N.  MCGEHEE 
REV  HENRY  R.  STONE 
REV  HENRY  R.  STONE 
REV  CAROL  D.  HEARD 
REV  G.  LARRY  MAXWELL 
REV  G.  LARRY  MAXWELL 
REV  JERRY  A.  MEANS 
REV  RICKY  R.  MILES 
REV  M. THERESA  McCONNELL 
TBS 

REV  TERRY  WILLIS 
REV  ROBERT  HOLLIS 
REV  ROBERT  HOLLIS 
REV  KENNETH  NORTON 
REV  KENNETH  NORTON 
REV  OSCAR  E.  PLAYER 
REV  OSCAR  E.  PLAYER 
REV  GEORGE  L.THOMAS 
REV  GEORGE  L.THOMAS 
REV  JERALD  D.  DANZELL 
REV  JERALD  D.  DANZELL 
REV  J.  RODDY  TAYLOR 
REV  HENRY  M.  HAMILTON,  JR. 


MOORINGSPORT  UMC 
OIL  CITY  UMC 
PILGRIM  REST  UMC 
PINE  GROVE  UMC 
WALKER'S  CHAPEL 
PLEASANT  HILL  UMC 
PELICAN  UMC 
PLEASANT  VALLEY  UMC 
RINGGOLD  UMC 
CASTOR  UMC 
SHILOH  UMC 
KEATCHIE  UMC 
BROADMOOR  UMC 
CHRIST  UMC 
ELLERBE  ROAD  UMC 
FAIRFIELD  UMC 
FAITH  UMC 
FIRST/ SHREVEPORT 
GRACE  COMMUNITY 
LAKEVIEW  UMC 
MANGUM  UMC 
MORNINGSIDE  UMC 
NOEL  MEMORIAL  UMC 
NORTH  HIGHLANDS  UMC 
ROUND  GROVE  UMC 
ST  JAMES  UMC 
ST  LUKES  UMC 
ST  PAUL/SHREVEPORT 
SUMMER  GROVE  UMC 
SIBLEY  UMC 
SPRINGHILL  UMC 
VIVIAN  UMC 
WHITEHALL  UMC 
ZWOLLE  UMC 
BAYOU  SCIE  UMC 


REV  MICHAEL  MILLER 
REV  MICHAEL  MILLER 
REV  SAMUEL  L  BRADLEY 
REV  DONALD  L.  HUGULEY 
REV  DOUGLAS  MILLIRON 
REV  DORIS  SHEPPARD 
REV  DORIS  SHEPPARD 
REV  JOE  E.  HUNTER 
REV  RICHARD  COCKBURN 
REV  RICHARD  COCKBURN 
REV  DEAN  REGISTER,  JR. 
REV  DEAN  REGISTER,  JR. 
REV  KENNETH  W.  IRBY 
REV  J. THOMAS  LOGAN 
REV  JUDITH  D.  BAZER 
REV  WILLIE  HENRY 
REV  WILLIE  E.  JACKSON,  JR. 
DR  R.  PAT  DAY 
REV  ROBERT  A.  WEBER 
REV  JULIET  SPENCER 
REV  STEVEN  W.  CARAWAY 
REV  ELIZABETH  LOVE  TU'UTA 
REV  DAVID  F.  FORTUNA 
REV  JOHN  G.  DESCHNER 
REV  DONNY  NEDD 
REV  WILLIE  L.  HENRY 
REV  JOSEPH  M.  DONAKEY 
REV  KEN  FISHER 
REV  ROBERT  ROWLAND 
REV  MILTON  GELTZ 
REV  BURTON  F.  BLAIR 
REV  KEVIN  SMITH 
REV  TERRALT.  LOWE 
REV  RICHARD  C.HOOTON 
REV  RICHARD  C.  HOOTON 
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Churches  that  paid  100  percent  plus  special  offerings 


The  following  is  a  list  of  pastors  and  churches  which,  in 
addition  to  paying  100  percent  of  their  2005  apportion¬ 
ments,  paid  something  in  each  of  the  Special  Offerings  and 
Advanced  Special  Offerings: 


Acadiana 

GRAND  RIVER  UMC 
FIRST/LAFAYETTE 
PHARR  CHAPEL 
LOUISIANA  MEM 
VACHERIE  UMC 
FIRST/ THIBODAUX 
LUTCHER  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC 
CALVARY  UMC 
ASBURY/ FRANKLIN 
TRINITY  UMC 
LUTCHER  CHAPEL 
ST  MARK  UMC 


REV  EARLINE  T.  GUIDRY 
REV  TIMOTHY  J.  NEUSTIFTER 
REV  REBECCA  D.  CONNER 
REV  K.  DALE  HENSARLING 
REV  TERRY  A.  LINDSEY 
REV  J.  PENN  MORGAN 
REV  BARBARA  BEAUMONT 
REV  TERRY  LINDSEY 
TBS 

REV  DARRYL  BRIGGS 
REV  BARRY  WHITTINGTON 
REV  SONYA  LARS 
REV  RUSSELL  JONES 


Alexandria 

FIRST  UMC/  BOYCE  REV  WILLIAM  K.  MCDONALD 

FIRST/  PINEVILLE  REV  W.  RALPH  FORD 

WILTON  UMC  REV  JASON  W.  JACOB 

ASBURy  /NATCHITOCHES  REV  JAMES  A  GRAHAM 

Baton  Rouge 

B  ROADMOOR  REV  CLIFF  C.  WRIGHT 

FIRST/BATON  ROUGE  DR.  CHRIS  H  ANDREWS 


INGLESIDE  UMC 
ST  ANDREW'S  UMC 
BLACKWATER  UMC 
FIRST/  DENHAM  SPRGS 
GONZALES  UMC 
ST  FRANCISVILLE 
CENTER  UMC 
SLAUGHTER  UMC 
DARLINGTON 
ZACHARY  UMC 
ST  LANDRY /GONZALES 


REV  KIBBIE  E.  HATFIELD 
REV  LARRY  D.  O'DELL 
REV  WILLIAM  H.  WILLIS 
REV  WYBRA  PRICE 
REV  GARY  DON  WILLIS 
REV  DANIEL  P.  GLEASON 
DR  LARRY  D  ROBERTSON 
REV  BETTY  McCARVER 
DR  LARRY  D  ROBERTSON 
REV  GREGORY  R.  DAVIS 
REV  DIANE  L.  BENTLEY 


Lake  Charles 


ROANOKE  UMC 
KAPLAN  UMC 
BRANCH  UMC 
CENTENARY  UMC 
HACKBERRY  UMC 
WESLEY/  SULPHUR 

Monroe 

CROWVILLE  UMC 
FARMERV1LLE  UMC 
GRACE  UMC/  RUSTON 
TRINITY  UMC/  RUSTON 
FIRST  UMC/MONROE 


REV  KATHERINE  G.  HOWELL 
REV  KEMPER  SMITH 
REV  CHARLES  L.  FLOYD 
REV  L.  JOHN  LOCASCIO 
REV  LEON  A  BOGGS 
REV  LEON  A.  BOGGS 


REV  JOSEPH  E.  HAMILTON 
REV  JOHN  G  HANKINS 
REV  A.  WAYNE  EVANS 
REV  FRED  B  WIDEMAN 
REV.  LARRY  STAFFORD 


New  Orleans 

ELIZ.  SULLIVAN  MEM  UM  REV  ALAN  D.  EINSEL 
BUSH  UMC  REV  KARL  D  WOOD 

FIRST  COVINGTON  REV  VAN  A.  STINSON 


GRETNA  UMC 
ST  CHARLES  UMC 
FIRST /SLIDELL 


REV  FRANKS. HARRIS  III 
REV  CHRIS  A.  BLANCHARD 
REV  JERRY  G.HILBUN 


Shreveport 

MT  MARIAH  UMC  REV  JAYNE  TRAMMELL-KELLY 

OAK  GROVE  UMC  REV  DOROTHY  SMITH 

FIRST/ MINDEN  REV  J.  RODDY  TAYLOR 


BARKSDALE  UMC 
BETHEL  UMC 
FIRST  /  BOSSIER  CITY 
COUSHATTA  UMC 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
ELLERBE  ROAD  UMC 
BAYOU  SCIE  UMC 
HALL  SUMMIT  UMC 
HOSSTON  UMC 
LOGANSPORT  UMC 
FIRST  /MANSFIELD 
GRACE  COMMUNITY 
FIRST/  SHREVEPORT 
MANGUM  UMC 
NOEL  MEMORIAL  UMC 
NORTH  HIGHLANDS  UMC 
ZWOLLE  UMC 
SHADY  GROVE  UMC 
MCDONALD  UMC 
WESLEY/  MANSFIELD 
BONCHEST  UMC 
FAIRFIELD  UMC 
FAIRVIEW  UMC 


REV  PAUL  C  CARROLL,  SR 
REV  STEPHEN  N.FIFE 
REV  DAVID  DIETZEL 
REV  STEVEN  W.  FOWLER 
REV  STEVEN  W.  FOWLER 
REV  JUDITH  D.  BAZER 
REV  RICHARD  C.HOOTON 
REV  CARL  MUNYON 
REV  EMILE  ROUSSEAU 
REV  ROBERT  HOLLIS 
REV  KENNETH  NORTON 
REV  ROBERT  A  WEBER 
DR  R  PAT  DAY 
REV  STEVEN  W.  CARAWAY 
REV  DAVID  F.  FORTUNA 
REV  JOHN  G.DESCHNER 
REV  RICHARD  C.  HOOTON 
REV  GEORGE  L. THOMAS 
TBS 

REV  JERALD  D.  DANZELL 
REV  GEORGE  L. THOMAS 
REV  WILLIE  HENRY 
REV  RICKY  R.  MYLES 


Volunteer  Physicians  sought 

There  is  an  urgent  need  for  volunteer 
physicians,  January  23  thru  February  4  in 
D’Iberville,  Miss.  A  free  medical  clinic 
has  been  serving  the  needs  of  85-120 
patients  per  day  in  an  outdoor,  M.A.S.H. 
type  facility  located  under  the  overhang  of 
a  deserted  grocery.  Most  residents  of  this 
community  are  still  living  in  tent  cities. 
Power  for  the  clinic  is  supplied  by  genera¬ 
tor  and  restroom  facilities  are  provided  by 
the  local  Hardee’s.  It  will  be  helpful  if 
physicians  are  self-contained,  can  provide 
their  own  travel  trailer  or  tent.  Please  con¬ 
tact  Larry  Norman,  LAVIM  Director  at 
(225)  346-1646,  for  more  information. 


La.  Annual  Conference 
Clergy  Women's 
Retreat 

Tues.,  May  1 6, 1 2  noon 
through 

Wed.,  May  17, 12  noon 


The  Wesley  Center 
Woodworth,  La. 

featuring  keynote 
speaker 
Rev.  Ellen  Blue 

For  additional 
information,  contact 
Rev.  Erica  Jenkins 
malumc@bellsouth.net 


Why  Do  I  Need  a  Will? 

So  I  can  make  my  own  decisions  about: 


V 


How  will  my  assets  be  used? 

Who  will  benefit  and  in  what  way? 

Who  will  care  for  my  dependent 
children  after  I’m  gone? 

Who  will  manage  my  estate? 

How  will  I  provide  for  my  church 
and  favorite  ministries  beyond  my 
lifetime? 

If  you  need  help  getting 
started  with  or  updating  a  will, 
our  FREE  will  kit  can  help! 


For  your  FREE  will  information  kit, 

contact  us: 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana - 


8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70809 
225.346.1535  or  800.256.9317 
E-Mail:  info@umf.org 


Will  kits  are  also  available  on  our  website. 


www.umf.org 
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UMCOR  depot  in  need  of  disaster  relief  supplies 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  warehouse 
for  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  needs  donations  to  help  re-stock  its 
supplies. 

The  top  two  needs  are  not  the  standard 
kits,  but  specific  cleaning  and  bedding 
items  needed  to  fulfill  requests  after  2005 ’s 


many  disasters,  according  to  Ted  Wamock, 
interim  director  of  the  Sager  Brown  Depot 
in  Baldwin,  La. 

Cleaning  supplies  include  bleach,  two 
one-quart  or  one  82-oz.  bottle;  all-purpose 
cleaner,  32-oz.  bottle;  liquid  laundry  deter¬ 
gent,  two  25-oz.  or  one  50-oz.  bottle;  heavy 


duty  trash  bags,  33-45  oz.  24-bag  roll; 
scouring  pads;  paper  towels;  dust-mask  res¬ 
pirators;  toilet  paper;  insect  repellant  spray, 
6-14  oz.  can;  and  sponge  mops  with 
replacement  pads. 

See  UMCOR  ,  page  4 


Preserving  a  Heritage 


The  Rev. Tuyet  Tran  helps  Heather  Dang,  left,  and  Kimberly  Bui  during  Vietnamese  class.  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  hosts  day  camps  for  children  of  Vietnamese  immigrants.  "We  love  to  teach  them.  They  need  to  keep  their  cul¬ 
ture,"  said  Tuyet  Tran. The  camps  are  a  joint  project  of  GBGM,  Broadmoor  UMC  and  La.  Conference  Church  Extension 


Church  camps  help  Vietnamese  children  learn  heritage 


2006  La.  Annual 
Conference 

Centenary  College 
Shreveport,  La. 
June  4-7 


On  the  Journey  /2 


Africa  University  /  4 


St.  Francisville  UMC  /  6 


UMCOR  Grant  /  8 


By  JOHN  GORDON 

BATON  ROUGE,  La.  (UMNS)  -  In 
an  area  better  known  for  its  Cajun  and 
French  influence,  a  very  different  lan¬ 
guage  can  be  heard  at  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Twice  a  year,  after  Christmas  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer,  the  church  hosts  day 
camps  for  children  of  Vietnamese  immi¬ 
grants.  They  learn  Vietnamese  as  a  sec¬ 
ond  language  and  more  about  the  culture 
their  families  left  behind. 


“We  love  to  teach  and  explain  for 
them  some  very,  very  important  culture. 
They  need  to  keep  their  culture,”  said  the 
Rev.  Tuyet  Tran,  who  leads  the  Baton 
Rouge  camps. 

Tran  escaped  from  Vietnam  by  boat  in 
1 979.  She  is  a  licensed  United  Methodist 
local  pastor  in  Michigan,  where  she  also 
heads  up  a  Vietnamese  outreach  program. 

“We  have  a  good  time  to  help  them  to 
speak  Vietnamese  and  read  Vietnamese 
and  talk  with  them  (their  parents  and 


grandparents)  in  Vietnamese,”  Tran  said. 
More  than  25  children  attended  the  holi¬ 
day  camp  held  in  late  December.  The 
Baton  Rouge  program  is  in  its  fourth 
year.  “Eve  never  been  to  Vietnam 
before,”  said  Diana  Nguyen,  1 1 ,  a  6th- 
grade  student  attending  the  holiday  camp. 
“And  so  it's  a  joy  to  leam  about  my  cul¬ 
ture  and  where  I  came  from.” 

Many  of  the  children  were  bom  in  the 
United  States.  Others  were  very  young 

See  CAMPS  ,  page  5 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

Straightening  an  Old  Oak 


There’s  a  wonderful  old  oak  tree  in 
our  neighborhood  that  obviously  needs 
help.  It  has  stood  strong  and  stout  for 
many  years.  It  shades  most  of  the  front 
of  a  large  home.  Its  limbs  have  support¬ 
ed  a  wonderful  swing  for  many  children 
in  the  neighborhood.  But  recently  it  has 
had  a  pruning  that  is  severe.  It  appears 
as  if  the  old  oak  became  too  heavy  on 
one  side  and  was  leaning  out  toward  the 
street  and  needed  to  “get  back  in  line.” 

The  limb  that  supported  the  idyllic 
swing  has  been  sawn  off  right  up  against 
the  trunk.  There  has  been  no  new  swing 
suspended  from  the  old  oak.  At  least  one 
other  major  limb  has  been  amputated  so 
that  the  east  side  of  the  tree  is  now  a  little 
bare.  It  looks  a  bit  punished  for  some¬ 
thing  that  must  have  happened  over  time 
and  was  not  the  product  of  a  short-term 
fling.  After  all,  a  stately,  upright  and 
motherly/fatherly  figure  like  that  doesn’t 
just  lean  a  little  too  much  to  one  side 
overnight. 

Now  here’s  the  unique  part  of  this 
picture.  In  addition  to  the  elimination  of 
some  weighty  appendages  that  pulled  the 
tree  off  center,  there  are  two  large  straps 
looped  around  other  portions  of  the  tree 
and  tied  firmly  to  two  separate  pine  trees 
standing  further  back  in  the  yard.  The 
straps  are  pulled  quite  taut  and  look  as  if 
they  are  straining  to  pull  the  old  oak  back 
toward  the  house.  My  daily  question  as  I 
look  at  this  study  in  nature  (and  human 
interference  with  what  seems  to  be  a  nat¬ 
ural  development  for  the  oak!)  is,  “Will 
the  pines  be  strong  enough  to  pull  the  old 
oak  to  an  acceptable  posture,  or  will  the 
old  oak  be  the  winner  and  pull  the  pines 
toward  it?”  It’s  a  tug-of-war  right  there 
in  our  neighbor’s  front  yard!  It’s  going 
to  be  fun  to  observe  this  game  and  see 
who  wins! 

It  reminds  me  of  what  I  witness  in  the 
church,  as  well  as  what  I  experience  in 
my  own  personal  spiritual  journey.  In 
the  church  we  see  this  all  the  time  as 
some  of  the  old  pillars  of  the  faith  begin 
to  look  a  little  dated  to  some  observers 
and  it  is  thought  necessary  to  lop  off 
some  of  their  limbs  in  order  to  “straight¬ 
en  them  up  and  get  with  the  program  of  a 
new  day.”  And  sometimes  that  is  indeed 
a  need.  At  other  times  such  pruning  is 
merely  a  ruse  to  try  and  convert  one  gen¬ 
eration  to  another  generation’s  viewpoint. 

We  see  this  over  and  over  in  our  battle 
over  worship  styles.  We  encounter  it  in 
our  understandings  of  what  makes  for  a 
good  youth  program.  We  face  it  when  a 
seasoned  pastor  is  thought  to  have  grown 
stale  and  there  is  a  cry  for  that  young 
“miracle  worker”  to  come  and  inhabit  the 
pulpit  for  a  while.  And  if  we  can’t  get 
the  old  pillar  to  straighten  up  by  natural 
methods,  we  lop  off  their  authority,  cut 
them  out  of  the  leadership  discussions, 
and  tie  their  tired  and  weighty  limbs  to 
some  strapping  young  trees  and  hope  the 


young  ones  can 
stand  their  ground 
while  pulling  the  old 
oaks  toward  them. 
Have  you  ever  seen 
that  in  your  church? 
And  if  you  have, 
isn’t  it  an  interesting 
study  in  human 
strength  and  spiritual 
depth  to  see  who 
pulls  whom  to 

And  then  there’s  my  own  spiritual 
journey.  There  are  so  many  old  ideals 
and  theological  understandings  that  have 
formed  my  life,  charted  my  pathway  and 
served  me  well.  In  some  ways  my 
groundings  and  my  basic  experience  and 
knowledge  of  the  Faith  are  wonderful  old 
oaks.  I’ve  climbed  in  their  limbs  and 
I’ve  swung  from  the  swings  they  have 
supported  and  provided.  I’ve  been  shad¬ 
ed  by  their  leaves  and  have  rejoiced  in 
their  strength.  But  every  now  and  then 
there  comes  a  new  revelation  and  a  new 
insight  that  either  I  had  never  heard,  or 
had  never  given  consideration,  and  I 
begin  to  feel  maybe  my  spiritual  limbs 
are  leaning  a  little  too  much  in  one  direc¬ 
tion  and  I  am  in  danger  of  being  toppled 
over  by  my  own  understandings.  It  is  in 
those  moments  I  want  to  lasso  some 
strapping  new  ideas  and  fresh  spiritual 
insights  and  tie  a  taut  rope  between  them 
and  my  leaning  frame  and  let  them  serve 
as  the  leverage  to  pull  me  straight  and 
upright  again.  And  the  rope  does  have  to 
be  taut,  because  my  natural  tendencies 
sometimes  are  to  ride  my  own  crooked¬ 
ness  right  into  the  ground,  believing  all 
the  way  down  that  I  am  perfectly  bal¬ 
anced  and  nothing  can  topple  me. 

Do  you  suppose  this  oak  tree  tied  to 
the  pines  and  relieved  of  some  of  its 
most  substantial  branches  in  this  new 
effort  at  saving  its  very  fife  is  in  any  way 
related  to  Jesus’  story  of  the  vine  and  the 
branches  in  John  15?  Is  it  a  visual  para¬ 
ble  of  what  it  means  to  be  severely 
pruned  in  order  to  grow  and  survive  and 
produce  again?  Is  it  a  way  of  saying, 
“You’ll  have  a  swing  again  some  day, 
but  for  now  you  need  help  just  to  save 
your  very  life  and  not  fall  over  in  a  heap 
of  misguided  and  unattended  growth.” 

Somehow  I  see  that  we  as  a  church 
and  I  as  an  individual  disciple  can  profit 
from  this  visual  parable.  I’m  going  to 
watch  it  very  carefully  and  learn  as  much 
as  I  can  from  its  lessons.  It  will  be  part 
of  my  journey  in  the  coming  months  and 
years. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

Bill  Hutchinson 

fall 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Coretta  Scott  King  remembered 


A  UMNS  Commentary 
By  the  REV.  CHESTER  JONES 

Biographer  Lynn  Norment  wrote  that 
“Although  she  first  achieved  prominence 
as  the  wife  of  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  a 
famous  and  charismatic  leader,  Coretta 
Scott  King  has  made  the  transition  from 
the  supportive  spouse  to  establishing  her¬ 
self  as  a  leader  in  her  own  right.” 

From  the  time  Dr.  King  was  chosen  to 
lead  the  historic  bus  boycott  until  he  was 
assassinated  in  Memphis,  Mrs.  King  was 
by  his  side.  Coretta  was  at  his  side  in  every 
civil  rights  demonstration.  She  traveled 
from  Montgomery  to  India,  from 
Washington  to  Oslo  with  Martin  to  support 
civil  and  human  rights. 

Mrs.  King  considered  it  a  privilege  and 
a  blessing  to  be  the  wife  and  partner  of  a 
person  who  had  such  a  profound  influence 
on  civil  rights.  But  she  was  also  clear  that 
her  commitment  stretched  back  further 
than  her  marriage  to  Martin. 

Growing  up  in  the  Jim  Crow  South,  she 
knew  the  injustice  of  segregation  from  her 
childhood.  She  once  told  a  reporter,  “I  did¬ 
n’t  learn  my  commitment  from  Martin;  we 
just  converged  at  a  certain  time.” 

It  was  this  longstanding  commitment 
that  inspired  her  continued  involvement 
beyond  Dr.  King’s  assassination.  Her  com¬ 
mitment  to  living  the  dream  helped  her 
overcome  fear.  Less  than  a  week  after  Dr. 
King’s  death,  Mrs.  King  and  her  three  old¬ 
est  children  led  the  march  in  Memphis  on 
behalf  of  the  sanitation  workers. 

She  continued  this  activism  throughout 
her  life  and  expanded  her  commitments 
beyond  those  of  race.  She  participated  in 
the  “Poor  Man’s  March,”  met  with  Nelson 
Mandela  in  South  Africa  to  work  against 
apartheid  and  served  on  the  board  of  the 
National  Organization  of  Women.  She 
called  all  women  “to  fight  the  three  great 
evils  of  racism,  poverty  and  war.” 

She  also  worked  to  continue  the  dream 
of  her  husband  by  establishing  the  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  Center  for  Nonviolent 
Social  Change  in  Atlanta.  Her  work  and 
efforts  there  and  around  the  world,  contin¬ 
ue  to  remind  us  that  Martin’s  dream 


Coretta  Scott  King  1927-2006 


remains  unfulfilled,  that  ending  racism  is 
still  an  unfinished  agenda.  However, 
through  the  work  of  both  Martin  and 
Coretta,  the  world  has  been  blessed  to  see 
the  influence  and  impact  one  couple  can 
have  on  a  movement. 

Through  Mrs.  King’s  efforts,  a  bill  was 
passed  by  Congress  and  signed  by 
President  Reagan  to  make  the  third 
Monday  in  January  a  celebration  in  honor 
of  Dr.  King.  The  work  that  she  did  in 
organizing  petitions,  gathering  signatures 
and  vigilantly  lobbying  Congress  on  behalf 
of  this  holiday  exemplified  Mrs.  King’s 
persistence  and  commitment  to  keeping  her 
husband’s  legacy  alive. 

My  heart  was  touched  when  President 
Bush  walked  up  to  the  podium  to  deliver 
the  State  of  the  Union  address  and  paused 
to  honor  Mrs.  King.  He  said,  “Today  our 
nation  lost  a  beloved,  graceful,  courageous 
woman  who  called  America  to  its  founding 
ideals  and  carried  on  a  noble  dream. 
Tonight  we  are  comforted  by  the  hope  of  a 
glad  reunion  with  the  husband  who  was 
taken  so  long  ago,  and  we  are  grateful  for 
the  good  life  of  Coretta  Scott  King.” 

As  we  celebrate  Mrs.  King’s  life,  we 
must  renew  our  commitment  to  the  dream 
she  shared  with  Dr.  King  -  that  we  should 
all  be  free  some  day. 
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Free  choir  music  downloads  avaiable 


Save  music  budget  money  -  use  these 
for  free!  These  resources  are  made  pos¬ 
sible  by  your  generous  support  of  the 
World  Service  Fund,  by  individual  giv¬ 
ing,  and  through  the  sale  of  Discipleship 
Resources/Upper  Room  books,  maga¬ 
zines  and  other  products. 

“Jesu,  Word  of  God  Incarnate”  (AVE 
VERUM)  -  Just  added  to  the  site!  by 
Mozart 

http://www.gbod.org/worship/default. 

asp?act=reader&item_id=15723&loc_id 

=17,823 

“Behold  the  Savior  of  Mankind” 
Words  by  Samuel  Wesley  (John  & 
Charles’  father)  Music  by  Henry  Purcell 
http://www.gbod.org/worship/default. 
asp?act=reader&item_id=  1 05 1 3&loc_id 
=17,897,745 

“Christ,  We  Do  All  Adore  Thee” 
by  Dubois  (from  The  Seven  Last 
Words) 

http://www.gbod.org/worship/default. 
asp?act=reader&item_id=  1 02 1 2&loc_id 
=17,897,745 

“Create  in  Me  a  Clean  Heart,  O  God” 
Words  from  Psalm  51:10-13 
Music  by  William  Billings  (“When 
Jesus  Wept”  4-part  canon) 

http://www.gbod.org/worship/default. 
asp?act=reader&item_id=  1 0064&loc_id 
=17,897,745 

“De  Profundis:  Out  of  the  Depths” 
Words  from  Psalm  130 
Music  by  Dean  McIntyre 
http://www.gbod.org/worship/default. 
asp?act=reader&item_id=13828&loc_id 
=17,897,745 

“God  Is  Our  Refuge  and  Strength” 
Words  from  Psalm  46: 1 
Music  by  Mozart  (his  only  English 
composition) 

http://www.gbod.org/worship/default. 
asp?act=reader&item_id=  1 0300&loc_id 
=17,897,745 

“God  So  Loved  the  World” 

Words  from  John  3:16-17 

Music  by  John  Stainer 

http://www.gbod.org/worship/default. 


asp?act=reader&item_id=676 1  &loc_id= 
17,897,745 

“Hide  Me  Under  the  Shadow  of  Your 
Wings”  by  John  Ebenezer  West 

http://www.gbod.org/worship/default. 
asp?act=reader&item_id=  10571  &loc_id 
=17,897,745 

“Jubilate  Deo”  (Opus  10) 
by  Charles  Villiers  Stanford 
http://www.gbod.org/worship/default. 
asp?act=reader&item_id=  12561  &loc_id 
=17,897,745 

“The  Lord  Bless  You  and  Keep  You” 
(with  Amen)  by  Peter  Lutkin 

http://www.gbod.org/worship/default. 
asp?act=reader&item_id=  1 0 1 88&loc_id 
=17,897,745 

“Lord,  For  Thy  Tender  Mercy’s 
Sake”  (with  optional  string  parts)  by 
Richard  Farrant 

http://www.gbod.org/worship/default. 

asp?act=reader&item_id=6735&loc_id= 

17,897,745 

“Pax  Dei”  (“Remain  With  Us,  O 
Peace  of  God”)  by  C.  Whitney  Coombs 
http://www.gbod.org/worship/default. 
asp?act=reader&item_id=  1 0 1 89&loc_id 
=17,897,745 

“Praise  Ye,  the  Lord  of  Hosts” 
by  Camille  Saint-Saens 
http://www.gbod.org/worship/default. 
asp?act=reader&item_id=  1 1 233&loc_id 
=17,897,745 

“When  I  Survey  the  Wondrous 
Cross” 

Words  by  Isaac  Watts,  Music  by 
Christopher  Hart 

http://www.gbod.org/worship/default. 
asp?act=reader&item_id=  15041  &loc_id 
=17,897,745 

“With  Oil  and  Ashes” 
by  Daniel  Craig 

http://www.gbod.org/worship/default. 
asp?act=reader&item_id=  13381  &loc_id 
=17,897,745 

For  more  information,  contact  Dean 
McIntyre,  Director  of  Music  Resources, 
GBOD  at  (877)  899-2780,  ext  7073. 


Lily  Endowment  grant  deadline  announced 


Lilly  Endowment  Inc.  is  offering  grants 
of  up  to  $45,000  to  congregations  across 
the  country  to  allow  their  pastors  to  spend 
some  time  away  from  the  daily  demands  of 
parish  ministry. 

As  many  as  1 20  congregations  will  be 
selected  for  the  2006  program,  joining  the 
more  than  600  that  have  received  grants 
since  2000.  While  each  grant  proposal 
may  request  up  to  $45,000,  up  to  $15,000 
of  that  may  be  used  for  congregational 
activities  which  will  take  place  during  the 
pastor’s  absence. 


Please  note  that  this  is  not  the  same  pro¬ 
gram  as  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
renewal  leave,  funded  through  the  Lilly 
Foundation. 

The  brochure/application  is  available  on 
the  Endowment’s  website,  www.lillyen- 
dowment.org,  or  from  the  District  offices 
or  Provost  Don  Cottrill’s  office.  Interested 
persons  may  call  (317)  916-7350,  email 
clergyrenewal@yahoo.com,  or  write  Lilly 
Endowment,  2801  N.  Meridian  St., 
Indianapolis,  Ind.  46208.  The  deadline  for 
proposals  is  May  15,  2006  grants 


Philmont  Applications  being  accepted 

Seasonal  staff  applications  are  being  accepted  for  positions  at  Philmont  Scout 
Ranch  in  northern  New  Mexico. 

A  PDF  copy  of  the  staff  application  has  been  posted  on  the  United  Methodist 
Men  website.  Anyone  interested  in  applying  for  one  of  the  many  available  posi¬ 
tions  can  access  and  print  the  application  by  going  to  http://www.gbgm- 
umc.org/lacumm/Philmont_Application.pdf. 

If  you  need  further  information,  feel  free  to  contact  Rev.  James  Poole 
jpoole@cp-tel.net. 


Rev.  Jane  Vennard  to  head  March  retreat 

The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership 
will  offer  “Becoming  a  Praying 
Congregation,”  led  by  Rev.  Jane  Vennard, 
senior  adjunct  faculty  of  prayer  and  spiritu¬ 
ality  at  the  Iliff  School  of  Theology  in 
Denver.  The  retreat  is  slated  for  March  2 1  - 
24. 

Jane  is  ordained  to  a  special  ministry  of 
teaching  spiritual  direction  in  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  teaches  classes  in  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  ecumenical  settings,  leads  retreats 
nationally,  is  a  member  of  the  faculty  of 
The  Upper  Room  Academy  for  Spiritual 
Formation,  is  an  author,  and  is  a  spiritual 
director  in  private  practice. 

The  retreat  will  be  based  on  her  new 
book,  “A  Praying  Congregation:  The  Art  of 
Teaching  Spiritual  Practice.”  Local  church 
leaders  and  prayer  ministry  facilitators  will 
deepen  their  own  experiences  of  prayer, 


discovering  ho 
each  of  us  can 
become  an 
effective  teacher 
of  prayer  within 
our  own  congre¬ 
gations. 

The  cost  of 
the  retreat  is 
$250  and  the 
number  of  par¬ 
ticipants  is  lim¬ 
ited  to  30  per¬ 
sons.  Contact 
Linda  Gregg, 
administrative 
assistant,  at  (225)  346-1646  or  (888)  239- 
5286,  or  email  lgregg3@bellsouth.net  for 
more  information  and  to  make  reservations 
for  the  retreat. 


Ecumenical  Advocacy  Days  scholarships  offered 


The  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  is  offering  a  limited  number  of 
scholarships  to  United  Methodist  persons 
of  color  and/or  United  Methodist  college 
and  seminary  students  to  attend 
Ecumenical  Advocacy  Days  March  10-13, 
2006  at  the  Doubletree  Hotel  in  Crystal 
City,  Virginia  (near  Washington,  D.C.) 

These  scholarships  will  cover  the  $140 
registration  fee.  Scholarship  recipients  will 
need  to  cover  the  costs  of  lodging  and  trav¬ 
el  to  Washington,  D.C. 

Ecumenical  Advocacy  Days  (see 
www.advocacydays.org  for  full  details)  is 
an  exciting  time  for  people  of  faith  to 


become  better-equipped  to  put  their  faith 
into  action  on  issues  that  confront  our 
world.  Go  to  the  website  to  register  online 
for  the  event  and  request  scholarship  con¬ 
sideration 

GBCS  is  eager  to  make  this  event  as 
racially,  ethnically,  and  economically 
diverse  a  gathering  of  advocates  as  possi¬ 
ble.  We  particularly  appreciate  any  support 
you  can  give  in  encouraging  United 
Methodists  to  register  for  this  event. 

Before  registering  online  please  request 
scholarship  assistance  to  cover  your  regis¬ 
tration  fee.  To  request  a  scholarship,  please 
contact  Rev.  Neal  Christie  by  Feb.  10. 


Mark  Your  Calendar 

W.  T.  Handy  Convocation 
Fri.  Nov.  17  and  Sat.,  Nov.  18 
For  more  information,  contact  Dr.  Alonzo  Campbell  at 

(225)  664-7979 
email  robumc@yahoo.com. 


Nebraska  work  group  lends  a  hand 


Bishop  Ann  Brookshire  Sherer,  left,  Nebraska  Conference,  works  side  by  side 
with  a  storm  recovery  team  from  her  annual  conference.  The  group  assisted 
with  cleaning  out  and  cleaning  up  of  Covenant  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Arabi. 
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Volunteers  at  UMCOR  Sager-Brown  Depot  in  Baldwin,  La.  offload  brooms  and  flood 
buckets  that  have  been  delivered  by  truck  to  the  depot.  Boxes  of  needed  supplies  are 
carefully  placed  into  a  container  which  will  be  shipped  by  barge  to  Pakistan. 


UMCOR  ,  from  page  1 

Bedding  must  be  new,  in  original  pack¬ 
aging,  and  in  packages  of  two.  Needed  are 
flat  full-sized  sheets,  pillow  cases  and  pil¬ 
lows. 

Other  supplies  needed  are  flood  buck¬ 
ets,  school  bags  and  layette  kits.  Assembly 
and  shipping  instructions  for  those  items 
are  available  online  at  http://gbgm- 
umc.org/umcor/kits/,  UMCOR’s  Web  site. 

Cash  donations  are  also  needed  to  cover 
the  purchase  of  additional  items  and  ship¬ 
ping  costs.  Contributions  can  be  made  to 
UMCOR  Advance  #901440,  Material 
Resource  Ministry,  and  placed  in  church 
offering  plates  or  sent  to  UMCOR,  P.O. 
Box  9068,  New  York,  N.Y.  10087-9068. 


Contributions  also  can  be  made  by  phone 
at  (800)  554-8583  or  online  at 
www.methodistrelief.org.  Previously  an 
orphanage  and  school  for  African- 
American  children,  the  25-acre  Sager 
Brown  site  became  a  center  for  the  storage 
and  distribution  of  relief  supplies  in  1992. 

Each  year,  more  than  2,700  volunteers 
assist  at  the  depot  by  processing  donated 
supplies  and  creating  items  such  as  health 
kits,  school  kits,  sewing  kits,  layette  kits 
and  flood  buckets  and  preparing  them  for 
shipment.  Volunteers  also  are  involved  in 
local  community  outreach  programs,  rang¬ 
ing  from  the  rehabilitation  of  houses  to 
assistance  in  public  schools. 


Africa  University  receives  anonymous  $10.5  million  gift 


The  Rev.  Charles  Johnson  and  his  wife,  Delores,  climb  a  hill  on  the  campus  of  Africa 
University  in  Mutare,  Zimbabwe,  to  reach  the  site  of  a  new  dormitory  that  was  dedicat¬ 
ed  during  the  school's  10th  anniversary  celebration  in  2002.The  dormitory  was  one  of 
two  financed  by  the  United  Methodist  Church's  South  Indiana  Annual  Conference.  A 
UMNS  file  photo  by  Mike  DuBose. 


Nashville,  Term.  (UMNS)  -  An  anony¬ 
mous  $10.5  million  gift  to  United 
Methodist-related  Africa  University  has 
increased  the  school’s  endowment  and  will 
fund  more  capital  projects. 

The  gift  to  the  14-year-old  institution  in 
Mutare,  Zimbabwe,  is  the  result  of  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  the  November  sale  of  an 
Illinois  farm. 

A  couple  with  a  love  for  Africa  and  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  but  wanting  to 
remain  anonymous,  donated  the  320-acre 
farm.  It  was  their  second  major  gift  to 
Africa  University. 

“This  gift  reminds  us  of  all  that  we 
receive  from  God,  especially  as  we  remem¬ 
ber  Christ’s  birth  and  how  he  has  changed 
the  world,”  said  James  Salley,  the  universi¬ 
ty’s  vice  chancellor  for  institutional 
advancement.  “Africa  University  is  a  jewel 
in  a  country  and  region  that  is  struggling  to 
survive.  Our  students,  faculty  and  staff  are 
moving  forward  in  the  face  of  serious  chal¬ 
lenges.” 

Nearly  three-quarters  of  the  gift  will  go 
into  the  university’s  permanent  endowment 
fund,  which  supports  scholarships  and 
other  needs.  The  donation  increases  the 


fund  to  $36.2  million.  The  remainder  will 
be  used  for  capital  projects. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  had  a 
presence  in  Zimbabwe  since  1 897,  with  the 
creation  of  a  mission  school  at  Mutare. 
Africa  University  was  granted  a  charter  by 
the  Zimbabwe  government  in  1 992,  when 
its  first  40  students  enrolled.  Its  first  gradu¬ 
ation  took  place  in  1994.  In  2005,  354  stu¬ 
dents  received  bachelor’s  degrees  and  37 
students  received  master’s  degrees,  in  the 
school’s  1 1th  and  largest  graduating  class. 

Africa  University,  the  first  fully  accred¬ 
ited  private  institution  in  Zimbabwe,  was 
established  to  help  train  church  and  society 
leaders  who  can  address  the  concerns  and 
needs  of  Africa’s  developing  nations. 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  has 
continually  paid  100%  of  its  apportion¬ 
ments  dedicated  for  Africa  University,  and 
has  maintained  a  close  relationship  with 
the  institution. 

“A  scholarship  for  one  student  at  Africa 
University  covers  tuition,  housing,  meals 
and  medical  care  at  a  cost  of  $5,200,” 
Salley  said.  “Support  from  donors  can 
make  such  a  difference  in  the  lives  of 
young  African  men  and  women.” 


Religious  Awards  Campout 

for  Boy  Scouts,  Gir I  Scouts  and  Campfire  Girls 
March  24-26  at  The  Wesley  Center  (formerly  La. 
Conference  Center)  in  Woodworth. 
Sponsored  by  La.  Conference  United  Methodist  Men 
Being  held  in  conjunction  with 
Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson's  Confirmation  Day. 
For  additional  information,  contact  James  Poole 
jpoole@cp-tel.net. 
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World  Methodist  Conference  set  for  Seoul 


The  Kwang  Lim  Trinity  Choir  of  Korea  performs  a  traditional  Korean  dance  during 
closing  ceremonies  at  the  1 8th  World  Methodist  Conference  in  Brighton,  England,  in 
2001 .  Preparations  are  under  way  for  the  2006  conference,  set  for  July  20-24  in 
Seoul, South  Korea.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMNS) 
Methodists  from  the  far  comers  of  the 
earth  will  come  together  July  20-24  in 
Seoul,  South  Korea,  for  the  1 9th  World 
Methodist  Conference. 

“All  Methodists  worldwide  have  been 
invited  to  join  with  their  Korean 
Methodist  brothers  and  sisters  in  attend¬ 
ing  this  momentous  event  and  in  praying 
with  the  Korean  Methodists  for  peace  in 
their  land  and  for  the  reunification  of  the 
Korean  peninsula,”  said  the  Rev.  George 
Freeman,  top  staff  executive  of  the  World 


Methodist  Council. 

The  assembly  is  the  only  event  that 
specifically  brings  together  people  from 
all  of  the  world’s  Wesleyan  traditions. 
The  theme  will  be  “God  in  Christ 
Reconciling.” 

“This  theme  will  be  the  focus  of  our 
time  together  each  day,”  Freeman  said. 
“We  look  forward  to  the  gathering  of 
believers  in  the  MethodistAVesleyan 
family  and  to  the  things  which  God  will 
cause  to  happen,  as  a  result  of  our  join¬ 
ing  together  at  this  conference.” 


St.Timothy  UMC  slates  Gospel  music  benefit  concert 


St.  Timothy  on  the  Northshore  Church 
announces  a  spring  benefit  concert  to  aid 
local  charities. 

“Gospel  Music  on  the  Northshore”  con¬ 
cert  will  be  held  at  5  p.m.  on  April  9,  2006 
at  the  St.  Timothy  on  the  Northshore 
church  located  at  335  Asbury  Drive  in 
Mandeville.  (Just  east  of  Kmart) 

Free  tickets  will  be  available  at  the 
church  office  on  March  9,  2006.  Although 
not  required  for  admittance,  they  are  rec¬ 
ommended  to  guarantee  a  seat. 

This  concert  will  feature  the  award  win¬ 
ning  1 00- voice  St.  Timothy  Choir:  who 


La.  Annual  Conference  Clergy 
Women's  Retreat 
Tues.,May  16,12  noon 
through 

Wed.,  May  1 7, 1 2  noon 
The  Wesley  Center 
Woodworth,  La. 
featuring  keynote  speaker 
Rev.  Ellen  Blue 
For  additional 
information,  contact 
Rev.  Erica  Jenkins 
malumc@bellsouth.net 


won  the  coveted  Gambit  Weekly  award  for 
the  Best  Choral  Arts  Performance  of  2004. 
Derrick  Burt  and  Company;  gospel  record¬ 
ing  artist,  headlines  the  concert  and 
includes  the  Southeastern  University  brass 
and  the  St.  Timothy  rhythm  section. 

2005  Christmas  on  the  Northshore  con¬ 
certs  had  large  crowds  and  four  local  chari¬ 
ties  benefited  from  over  $11,000  given  to 
them. 

For  additional  information,  on  group 
seating  etc.,  contact  the  church  office  at 
(985)  626-3307. 


La.  Annual  Conference  Clergy 
Spouses  Retreat 
Fri.,  March  10,4  p.m. 
through 

Sta.,  March  11,1  p.m. 

The  Wesley  Center 
Woodworth,  La. 
featuring  the  theme 
'Story  Lines  and  Vines' 
For  additional 
information,  contact 
Allison  Goins 
(337)  734-2083 


CAMPS,  from  page  7 
when  their  parents  left  Vietnam,  searching 
for  a  better  life.  “My  mom,  she  takes  me  to 
the  library  to  read  books  about  Vietnam,” 
Nguyen  added.  “In  here,  I  leam  a  lot  of 
Vietnamese  language  I  never  knew.” 

Learning  the  Vietnamese  language  helps 
the  children  communicate  with  their  par¬ 
ents,  grandparents  and  other  relatives.  They 
also  leam  songs  in  Vietnamese. 

“It  has  helped  me  leam  more  about  my 
culture  -  that  we  are  different  people  with 
different  language,  backgrounds  and  histo¬ 
ry,”  said  Tram  Nguyen,  12. 

The  Rev.  Amy  Mercer,  minister  of  mis¬ 
sions  and  discipleship  at  Broadmoor,  said 
the  program  began  as  the  area  around  the 
church  became  more  diverse.  More 
Vietnamese  families  began  moving  into  the 
neighborhood.  Mercer  said  the  city’s  Asian 
population  increased  after  Flurricane 
Katrina  wiped  out  an  area  where  many 
Vietnamese  families  lived  near  New 
Orleans. 

“It  gives  us  a  better  understanding  of 
who  our  neighbor  is,”  Mercer  said.  “It’s 
good  for  our  congregation  members.  It 
gives  them  an  understanding  of  who  lives 
down  the  street  and  how  we  can  help.” 

The  church  also  helps  by  offering 
English  as  a  Second  Language  courses  for 
the  children’s  parents,  as  well  as  courses  to 
help  them  become  naturalized  citizens.  The 
outreach  is  taking  place  three  decades  after 
the  Vietnam  War.  “There’s  something  real¬ 


ly  incredible  when  you  see  a  Vietnamese 
person  who’s  been  here  less  than  three  or 
four  years,  wanting  to  be  a  citizen,  who’s 
sitting  in  the  same  room  with  one  of  our 
members  who  served  in  Vietnam,  who’s 
her  instructor,”  Mercer  said.  “There’s  a 
sense  of  God’s  purpose  in  all  that  we’ve 
experienced  in  our  history,  both  as  a  coun¬ 
try  and  in  their  country,  as  well.” 

Tran’s  daughter,  Bichthy  Betty  Nguyen, 
assists  with  the  camp.  She  is  a  student  at 
United  Methodist-related  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  in 
Evanston,  Ill.,  and  wants  to  help  the 
Vietnamese  children  discover  new  opportu¬ 
nities.  “Vietnam  is  a  Third  World  country,” 
Nguyen  said.  “The  living  and  transporta¬ 
tion  is  very  different,  and  school  as  well. 
The  opportunity  over  here  is  a  lot  more.” 
Nguyen  helps  the  children  with  Bible  stud¬ 
ies  and  teaches  them  how  to  bake  a  cake 
and  make  ice  cream.  “The  reason  why  we 
introduce  food  is  we  realize  they  really 
enjoy  cooking,”  she  said.  “And  it  also  is 
an  opportunity  for  of  teamwork.” 

Mercer  said  Broadmoor  never  charges 
for  the  language  and  citizenship  courses  or 
the  camp  for  children.  She  said  the  pro¬ 
grams  have  earned  the  church  a  reputation 
as  being  a  “safe  place”  to  bring  children. 

“This  is  a  ministry,”  she  said.  “This  is  a 
way  by  which  we  can  be  helping  people  in 
the  community  be  the  best  that  they  can  be, 
in  order  to  survive  in  America.” 


Children  learn  arts  and  crafts  during  Vietnamese  camps  held  twice  each  year  at 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  La. The  program  began  four  years 
ago.  Above,  Diana  Nguyen,  1 1 ,  studies  Vietnamese  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  La. The  church-sponsored  camps  for  the  children  of  Vietnamese 
immigrants  are  now  in  their  fourth  year.  UMNS  photos  by  John  Gordon 
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Freshman  Bishop  sets  goal 


In  the  year  since  his  election  as  the  new 
bishop  for  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Eurasia  Area,  Hans  Vaxby  has  established  a 
goal  of  visiting  every  district. 

Vaxby  has  met  with  pastors  and  church 
leaders  in  five  districts  so  far,  conducting 
sessions  “for  teaching,  inspiration  and  con¬ 
sultation,”  according  to  a  Jan.  27  report. 

The  Eurasia  Area  includes  the  Russia 
Annual  (regional)  Conference  and  four 
provisional  conferences. 

Spiritual  formation  has  been  an  empha¬ 
sis.  “The  strength  in  our  leadership  comes 
from  inside,”  he  said.  “It  is  when  a  deep, 
personal  relationship  with  God  is  combined 
with  professional  skills  in  ministry  that  our 
work  is  most  effective.” 

Vaxby,  who  was  elected  Feb.  11,  2005, 
succeeded  Bishop  Ruediger  Minor.  He  pre¬ 
viously  had  served  as  bishop  for  the  Nordic 
and  Baltic  regions  of  the  denomination’s 
Northern  Europe  Conference  for  12  years 
until  his  last  term  expired  in  2001 .  After 
that,  he  was  pastor  of  a  local  church  in 
Helsinki.  Three  important  meetings  are 
planned  for  this  February,  the  bishop  told 
United  Methodist  News  Service.  A  pro¬ 
posed  paper  on  church  property,  bringing 
the  situation  in  Eurasia  more  in  line  with 
standards  set  by  the  denomination’s  Book 
of  Discipline,  will  be  considered  by  the 
administrative  council  on  Feb.  7. 


Following  that,  on  Feb.  8-10,  the 
Eurasia  Area  cabinet  will  discuss  accounta¬ 
bility  and  evaluation  and  start  to  develop  a 
manual  for  district  superintendents  in 
Russia.  Vaxby  said  he  is  looking  forward  to 
participating  in  the  annual  Russia  Initiative 
Consultation,  set  for  Feb.  23-25  in  Falls 
Church,  Va.  The  1 1  district  superintendents 
for  Eurasia  also  will  attend  if  funding  is 
available. 

A  program  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the  Russia 
Initiative  covers  Eurasia  and  encompasses 
an  estimated  5,000  to  7,000  members  in 
more  than  1 00  churches. 

“The  church  in  Eurasia  is  only  14  years 
old  and  she  is  as  challenging  as  teenagers 
should  be  -  she  wants  to  and  should  grow 
up  and  take  responsibility,  but  is  still  to  a 
certain  degree  a  child  and  needs  support,” 
he  explained. 

“The  consultation  is  an  opportunity  for 
our  many  faithful  supporters  and  interested 
newcomers  to  meet  representatives  from 
our  churches  in  Russia  and  Ukraine.” 

In  Eurasia,  plans  are  in  the  works  for  a 
common  curriculum  for  lay  training  and  a 
comprehensive  plan  for  pastors’  continuing 
education.  Vaxby  believes  a  hunger  exists, 
not  just  for  training,  but  for  the  ability  to 
function  more  effectively  as  a  church. 
“Wherever  I  go,  I  meet  people  expressing 


Music  Celebrated  During  Black  History  Month 


Black  History  Month  is  an  annual 
observance  in  the  month  of  February, 
begun  in  1 926  as  Negro  History  Week, 
devoted  to  study  and  celebration  of  the 
contributions  of  Black  people  throughout 
history.  In  the  decades  since  1926,  it  has 
been  expanded  to  embrace  the  celebration 
of  not  just  African  Americans,  but  all  Black 
people  of  the  African  diaspora.  Today  we 
use  the  term  Africana  to  designate  people 
of  African  descent  who  came  or  were 
brought  out  of  Africa  to  settle  elsewhere. 
There  is  much  music  of  Africa,  Africana, 
and  African  Americans  in  The  United 
Methodist  Hymnal  and  The  Faith  We  Sing. 


The  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
encourages  us  to  read  more  at 
http://www.gbod.org/worship/default.asp7a 
ct=reader&item_id=l  558 1 

and  see  this  new  index  to  the  UM 
Hymnal: 

http://www.gbod.org/worship/default.as 
p?act=reader&item_id=  15579 

and  this  new  index  to  The  Faith  We 
Sing: 

http://www.gbod.org/worship/default.as 
p?act=reader&item_id=l  5580&loc_id=l  7, 
823  and  this  Africana  liturgy  project: 
http://www.africanaworship.org 


Contest  underway  to  find  best  thematic  interpretation 


The  2006  theme  for  Schools  of 
Christian  Mission  is  “Harvesting  Peace.”  A 
contest  is  in  progress  to  find  the  best  pic¬ 
ture  interpretation  of  the  theme. 

Drawings  should  be  submitted  on  8  fi  x 
1 1  paper.  Two  copies  are  requested,  one  in 
black  and  white  and  one  in  color.  All 
entries  will  be  featured  in  this  year’s  pro¬ 
gram  book  for  the  West  Gulf  Regional 
School  of  Mission,  to  be  held  in  June.  The 


winning  interpretation  will  serve  as  cover. 

All  entries  must  be  received  by  Feb.  15 
and  accompanied  by  an  official  entry  form. 
To  obtain  a  copy  of  the  form,  contact  Lana 
Lathan  at  (225)  383-4380,  or  fax  (225) 
346-3045. 

The  drawings,  entry  form  and  a  narra¬ 
tive  explaining  the  drawing  (50  words  or 
less)  must  then  be  sent  to:  Lana  P.  Lathan, 
131  Ogden  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70806. 


Upper  Room  Ministry  seeks  storm  stories 

The  Upper  Room  Ministry  seeks  to  be  a  presence  of  support  and  encouragement  in 
the  aftermath  of  recent  storms.  As  we  connect  with  one  another  to  recover,  reestab¬ 
lish,  and  rebuild,  we  have  many  stories  to  tell  and  share  of  the  ways  our  God  has  been 
with  us  and  is  sustaining  us  and  leading  into  the  future  with  hope  and  promise.  The 
September/October  issue  of  Alive  Now  magazine  will  be  devoted  to  stories  and  from 
the  storms.  If  you  have  a  poem,  a  prayer,  a  reflection,  or  even  a  story  in  picture  or  art 
form  that  you  would  like  to  share,  Ellen  Alston  is  gathering  such  material  for  the 
Upper  Room.  Contact  her  at  Grace  Community  UMC,  9400  Ellerbe  Road, 
Shreveport,  LA  71 1 06,  3 1 8-865-2070,  or  LNAlston7@aol.com.  All  submissions  are 
due  by  Feb.  28. 


of  visiting  all  in  his  district 


their  wish  to  be  a  part  of  the  connection,” 
the  bishop  said.  “It  is  about  information, 
instruction  and  involvement,  but  maybe 
still  more  a  wish  to  stand  together  as  a 
church  in  prayer  and  ministry.”  Vaxby  took 
part  in  a  daylong  Sept.  10  dedication  of  the 
new  Russia  United  Methodist  Theological 
Seminary  in  Moscow,  organized  by  semi¬ 
nary  President  Tobias  Dietze. 

During  the  opening  worship  service,  the 
bishop  thanked  God  “for  every  person  who 
gave  a  dollar  or  prayed  for  a  minute  for  the 
Russian  seminary  and  the  Russian  people. 
When  God  is  behind  something,  it  will 
happen.  Our  calling  is  to  share  the  graceful 
message  of  Jesus  Christ  to  a  nation  needing 
to  hear.” 

Three  new  churches  -  Lugansk  in 
Eastern  Ukraine,  Stavrapol  in  Southern 
Russia  and  Pskov,  close  to  Estonia  -  were 
consecrated  in  2005. 

The  new  congregations  all  benefited 
from  ties  to  supporting  U.S.  congregations 
in  financial,  spiritual  and  personal  ways, 
according  to  Vaxby.  “It  is  very  complicated 
and,  from  time  to  time,  extremely  frustrat¬ 
ing  to  build  a  church  in  Russia,”  he  report¬ 
ed.  “Delays  and  (a)  rise  in  prices  can  make 
the  most  patient  person  desperate.  Local 
authorities  are  also  not  always  very  helpful, 
sometimes  yielding  to  common  prejudices 
about  religious  minorities. 


“That  is  why  the  spiritual  and  personal 
support  from  supporting  congregations  has 
been  as  important  as  the  financial  support.” 

Owning  a  building  helps  a  congregation 
gain  status  in  the  community,  he  added, 
pointing  to  Pskov  as  an  example.  “At  the 
consecration  of  the  church,  local  visa  office 
staff  was  present,”  Vaxby  noted.  “Over  the 
years,  they  have  seen  the  people  coming 
over  from  Christ  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  to  help  with  building 
and  ministry.  Their  presence  was  a  sign  of 
respect  and  recognition.” 

The  bishop  told  United  Methodist  News 
Service  that  while  there  are  no  direct  prob¬ 
lems  with  government  officials,  local  coop¬ 
eration  “varies  with  prejudice  against  reli¬ 
gious  minorities,  which  sometimes  seems 
to  develop  into  political  pressure.” 

Vaxby  encouraged  more  U.S.  churches 
to  join  the  Russia  Initiative’s  supportive 
congregations  program,  especially  since  the 
Eurasia  Area  receives  less  direct  funding 
these  days  from  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Supportive  congregations  con¬ 
tribute  funds  for  salary  and  program 
expenses  to  designated  pastors  and  local 
churches  in  Eurasia.  He  noted  that  five  to 
10  congregations  have  insufficient  support 
or  no  support  at  all.  “If  we  can’t  find  help 
for  them,  pastors  will  lose  their  salary  sup¬ 
port,”  he  said. 


St.  Francisville  UMC  aids  in  storm  cleanup 


Work  teams  from  St.  Francisville 
United  Methodist  Church  spent  two 
weekends  in  January  working  in  storm 
damaged  Napoleon  Ave.,  Mount  Zion 
and  Peck  United  Methodist  Churches 
in  New  Orleans. 

“The  churches  all  had  non- 
repairable  damage  to  walls,  pews,  fur¬ 
niture,  appliances,  office  equipment 
and  floor  carpet  and  tiles.The  walls 
and  others  surfaces  had  a  coating  of 
dried  muck.  Although  there  was  run¬ 


ning  water  there  was  no  electricity  and 
may  not  be  for  weeks  or  months,”  said 
Tom  Crouse,  team  member.  The 
team’s  efforts  were  coordinated 
through  the  Uptown  UM  Storm 
Relief/Recovery  Center,  operating  out 
of  First  Street  UMC.  Several  partici¬ 
pants  stayed  overnight  at  the  Felicity 
UMC  parsonage. 

Thirty  members  of  St.  Francisville 
UMC  participated  in  the  demolition 
and  cleanup  project. 


A  work  team  from  St.  Francisville  United  Methodist  Church  is  pictured  in  front 
of  Peck  UMC  in  New  Orleans  on  Jan.  1 5.  Several  teams  from  St.  Francisville 
UMC  worked  on  Napoleon  Ave.,  Peck  and  Mt.  Zion  UMC's,  all  of  which  suffered 
significant  flood  damage  in  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane  Katrina. 
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Diversity  marks  2006  United  Methodist  Women's  Assembly 


Bolivian  organizer,  Tongan  women’s 
choir,  Latino  orchestra,  Christian  salsa 
band  and  drummers  from  several  cultures 
reflect  the  diversity  to  be  found  at  the  2006 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Assembly. 

The  assembly,  which  has  occurred  every 
four  years  since  1 942,  will  meet  May  4-7 
at  the  convention  center  in  Anaheim,  Calif. 
The  theme  is  “Rise!  Shine!  Glorify  God!” 
and  an  estimated  8,000  women  are  expect¬ 
ed  to  attend. 

Well-known  assembly  presenters  will 
include  Anna  Deveare  Smith,  the  actress, 
playwright  and  writer,  and  Emily  Saliers,  a 
musician  and  one-half  of  the  Grammy 
Award-winning  Indigo  Girls. 

For  Jan  Love,  who  is  marking  her  first 
assembly  as  chief  executive  of  the 
Women’s  Division,  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the  event 
offers  an  opportunity  for  United  Methodist 
Women  to  educate  themselves,  “discern  the 
future”  and  have  fun.  The  Women’s 
Division  is  UMW’s  administrative  arm. 

Love  told  United  Methodist  News 
Service  that  this  year’s  theme  “promotes 
the  long-standing  commitment  of  United 
Methodist  Women  to  the  unity  of  mission 
and  evangelism  across  the  country  and  the 
world.  It  will  be  infused  into  the  life  of  the 
assembly  through  performers,  speakers, 
testimonies  and  people.” 

An  important  element  to  the  assembly  is 
hearing  stories  of  mission.  “We’ll  also  be 
surrounded  by  mission  projects  and  pro¬ 
grams  that  witness  to  the  love  and  grace  of 
Jesus  in  the  lives  of  women  and  children,” 
she  said.  “These  were  founded  and  sup¬ 
ported  by  United  Methodist  Women  and 
have  changed  thousands  of  lives.” 

A  camival-like  procession  of  63  banners 
from  each  of  the  denomination’s  annual 
(regional)  conferences,  led  by  three  huge 
puppets,  will  open  the  assembly  at  7  p.m. 
May  4.  Latino,  Tongan,  African  and  Native 
American  drums  will  accompany  Kyung 
Za  Yim,  the  Women’s  Division  president, 
in  the  call  to  worship.  Japanese  Taiko 
drumming  will  be  interspersed  with 
Scripture  readings  as  worship  continues. 

Morning  plenary  sessions  on  May  5  and 
6  will  include  Bible  studies  and  presenta¬ 
tions  on  mission-related  issues. 

The  keynote  speaker  for  the  May  5 
morning  plenary  will  be  Wahu  Kaara  of 
Kenya.  Also  featured  will  be  representa¬ 
tives  of  New  Entra  Casa,  a  project  of  a 
prison  transitional  program  for  women. 

The  teenage  children  of  these  women  have 
developed  their  own  gospel  rock  tunes. 

A  reflection  on  “music  as  spiritual  prac¬ 
tice”  will  be  offered  May  6  by  Saliers  and 
her  father,  the  Rev.  Don  E.  Saliers,  of  the 
Candler  School  of  Theology  in  Atlanta, 
where  he  directs  the  Masters  in  Sacred 
Music  Program. 

A  graduate  of  Emory  University,  Emily 
Saliers  has  performed  with  Amy  Ray  as  the 
Indigo  Girls  for  18  years.  Her  first  book  is 
a  collaboration  with  her  father,  titled,  A 
Song  to  Sing,  a  Life  to  Live  (Jossey-Bass, 
2004). 

Don  Saliers  is  the  William  R.  Cannon 
Distinguished  Professor  of  Theology  and 
Worship  at  Candler  and  taught  at  Yale 
Divinity  School  before  moving  to  Atlanta 
in  1 974.  He  has  contributed  to  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  worship  for  the  United  Methodist 


Church  for  nearly  40  years,  and  has  served 
as  president  of  the  North  American 
Academy  of  Liturgy  and  the  Society  for 
the  Study  of  Christian  Spirituality. 

Ms.  Garlinda  Burton,  chief  executive  of 
the  United  Methodist  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women,  will  lead  that 
morning’s  Bible  study,  weaving  stories 
from  the  Gospel  of  Matthew  with  real-life 
stories  from  three  women.  The  women  are 
Casimira  Rodriguez  of  Bolivia,  who  has 
helped  organize  domestic  workers  through¬ 
out  Latin  America;  Kim  Hallowell,  a 
California  teenager  and  advocate  on  global 
child  labor  issues;  and  Christy  Smith,  a 
Tennessee  writer  involved  in  disaster  relief 
after  the  Gulf  Coast  hurricanes. 

The  plenary  also  includes  the  Tongan 
Women’s  Choir  of  the  United  Methodist 
California-Pacific  Annual  Conference. 

On  the  afternoons  of  May  5  and  6,  par¬ 
ticipants  can  chose  from  more  than  60 
workshops  addressing  the  issues  of  mis¬ 
sion,  theology,  worship,  UMW  member¬ 
ship,  spirituality,  politics  and  social  con¬ 
cerns. 

Sample  topics  include:  Marketing 
Violence  to  Children;  Charting  a  Course 
for  Racial  Justice;  Domestic  Violence: 
Breaking  the  Silence;  Being  Christian  in  an 
Age  of  Empire;  Ministry  To  and  With 
Troubled  Teens;  Water  as  a  Human  Right; 
Building  Interfaith  Communities;  the 
Ethics  of  NANO  Technology;  Hip  Hop  and 
the  Gospel;  Finding  God  in  Disaster;  and 
Meditating  with  Body  and  Soul. 

The  evenings  of  May  5  and  6  are  devot¬ 
ed  to  the  arts.  On  May  5,  a  performance  by 
Deveare  Smith  -  known  for  combining 
journalistic  interview  techniques  with  dra¬ 
matic  interpretations  -  will  focus  on  issues 
of  social  justice  pertinent  to  women  and 
children.  Latino  Orquesta  Jubileo  also  will 
perform  with  a  14-piece  Christian  salsa 
band. 

Deveare  Smith’s  play,  “Twilight:  Los 
Angeles,”  examined  the  civil  unrest  follow¬ 
ing  the  Rodney  King  verdict  and  received 
two  Tony  nominations,  an  Obie  award,  and 
a  Drama  Desk  Award,  among  other  honors. 
Her  drama  “Fires  in  the  Mirror”  examined 
racial  tensions  between  blacks  and  Jews 
that  culminated  in  the  1 99 1  race  riots  in 
Crown  Heights,  Brooklyn.  She  also  has 
had  a  recurring  role  on  “The  West  Wing” 
television  show. 

Evening  performances  May  6  will  fea¬ 
ture  the  Clark-Atlanta  University  Steppers 
and  a  choir  from  Seoul,  South  Korea. 

The  assembly  will  close  with  worship 
the  morning  of  May  7,  featuring  dancers,  a 
house  band  and  musician  Jorge  Lockward. 

“Many  United  Methodist  Women  and 
others  in  the  church  report  that  previous 
assemblies  proved  to  be  turning  points  in 
their  lives,  deepening  their  service  to 
Christ’s  mission,”  Love  said.  “This  one 
will  be  equally  significant  for  the  organiza¬ 
tion  and  the  church,  and  we’re  very  excited 
about  putting  the  finishing  touches  on  the 
preparation.” 

Registration  information  for  the  assem¬ 
bly  can  be  found  online  at 
www.umwassembly.org  or  obtained  by 
writing  to  the  Assembly  Business  Office  at 
7820  Reading  Road,  Caller  1 800, 
Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800.  The  registra¬ 
tion  deadline  is  March  20. 


GET  YOUR  WELCOMING 
MINISTRY  IN  SHAPE 

Is  your  welcoming  program  running  in  place?  If  so,  the 
Prayer  Expression  Package  contains  professionally 
developed  resources  that  can  help  it  get  running  forward 
again!  Prayer  comes  with: 

a  selection  of  ready-to-use  worship  and  Web  graphics 

customizable  advertising  materials  and  media  graphics 

small-group  welcoming  and  training  resources 

viewbook  picture-guide  to  all  advertising  materials 

Prayer  can  be  coordinated  with  the  upcoming  UMC  nation¬ 
al  television  campaign  for  Lent  or  whenever  the  message  of 
"prayer"  or  "believe  again"  fits  your  church's  needs. 

Prayer  is  now  available  through  the  Igniting  Ministry 
Product  Store  ($59.95)  along  with  other  spiritually 
themed  Expression  Packages  in  this  series,  Journey  and 

The  Gift. 

To  order  resources  from  United  Methodist 
Communications'  customer  services,  please  call  toll  free 
(888)  346-3862.  Hours:  Monday-Thursday,  7  a.m.  -  6 
p.m.  Central  Time;  Friday,  7  a.m.  -  2  p.m.  CT. 

For  more  information,  visit 
www.IqnitingMinistrY.org. 


IL 

Kirk  Byron  Jones 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Presents 
the  4th  Annual  Preaching  Convocation 

Preaching 
*  All  That 

mzz 

April  24-26,  2006 

FUMC,  Pineville  0  j^\ 

1  pm  Mon.  -  3:30  pm  Wed.  * 

Financial  assistance  is  available  for  those  affected  by  Katrina  &  Rita.  Contact  Rev.  Flint  Shea 
(985)  792-5255  or  flint@northcrosschurch.org  for  scholarship  or  other  information. 


Howard  Hanger 


REGISTRATION 


Name: 


Address: 

Phone:  _ 
email: 


Fees  (do  not  include  housing) 

□  $50  Before  April  1  (Early  Bird) 

or 

□  $75  After  April  1 

•  Lunch  &  dinner  included  in  fees 


•  Make  checks  payable  to  LA  Conference  w/ 

Send  registration  &  payment  to:  ‘  Preaching  Convo  ‘06  ’  marked  in  the  memo 

John  Edd  Harper 

527  North  Blvd.  You  must  make  vour  own  housing  arrangements 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802  Housing  is  available  at  the  LA  Conference  Center 

Housing  costs  are  in  addition  to  the  Registration  Fee 
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UMCOR  provides  grants  to  seven  La.  districts 


Elementary  students,  displaced  from  New  Orleans  and  attending  Mayfair  Elementary 
School  in  Baton  Rouge,  are  benefitting  from  the  purchase  of  science  equipment  and 
supplies  that  will  enhance  the  educational  experience  of  the  students.  The  equipment 
was  provided  through  one  of  seven  grants  offered  to  the  La.  Annual  Conference  to 
assist  communities  that  have  absorbed  significant  numbers  of  evacuees. 


Monroe  District  Job  Training 


Rev.  Lys  Cockrell,  pastor  of  St.  Mark's  United  Methodist  Church  in  Monroe,  Jill 
Mouk,  director  of  Educational  Ministries  at  St.  Paul's  UMC  in  Monroe,  and 
Rev.  John  Edd  Harper,  conference  director  of  Christian  Education,  collect 
Sunday  School  items  donated  by  congregations  in  the  Monroe  District  for 
storm  damaged  churches  throughout  the  annual  conference.  The  group  is 
pictured  during  the  Monroe  District  Job  Training  and  Christian  Education 
Workshop  at  St.  Paul's  UMC  on  Jan.  28. 


UMCOR  grant  funds  being  used  to  educate  displaced  children 


When  Hurricane  Katrina  hit  the  coast  of 
Louisiana  on  Aug.  29,  2005,  a  diaspora 
such  as  has  never  been  seen  before  in  this 
country  took  place  as  New  Orleans  resi¬ 
dents  left  their  storm-ravaged  city. 

Of  the  more  than  600,000  people  who 
evacuated,  approximately  half  of  those  set¬ 
tled  either  permanently  or  temporarily  in 
other  communities  throughout  the  state. 

In  response  to  the  needs  created  in 
Louisiana’s  cities  due  to  drastic  increases 
in  population,  the  La.  Annual  Conference 
offered  its  seven  districts  access  to  grants 
funded  by  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief,  which  support  humanitarian  aid  to 
the  thousands  who  now  find  themselves  in 
a  new  community.  Each  grant  could 
include  requests  for  up  to  $50,000. 

“The  Baton  Rouge  District  has  devel¬ 
oped  a  program  focusing  on  the  needs  of 
young  children.  Due  to  Katrina,  many  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth  have  lost  their  homes  and 
everything  in  them;  their  schools  have  been 
destroyed;  and  their  friends  have  been  dis¬ 
persed.  These  children  need  security,  stabil¬ 
ity,  places  to  learn  and  play,  and  counseling 
programs  so  that  they  can  rebuild  their 
lives,”  said  Rev.  Jan  Holloway,  associate 
pastor  at  First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  and 
chair  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District  Task 
Force  on  Hurricane  Response. 

The  UMCOR  grant-funded  program  in 
the  Baton  Rouge  District  is  targeting  two 
schools — Mayfair  Elementary  and 
Scotlandville  Middle — which  were  opened 
specifically  for  480  children  displaced  by 
Katrina.  Many  of  the  43  teachers  at  the  two 
schools  were  also  displaced  by  the  hurri¬ 
cane. 

“It  was  a  joy  to  deliver  on  behalf  of 
UMCOR  and  the  churches  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  district  a  check  to  Mayfair 
Elementary  for  the  purchase  of  science 
education  supplies.  I  can  still  remember  the 
first  time  I  looked  through  a  microscope 
and  the  wonder  I  felt;  it  gave  me  an  appre¬ 
ciation  for  God’s  creative  power  that  I  did 
not  have  before,”  said  Holloway. 

“With  hard  work  on  everyone’s  part, 
these  young  people  will  have  expanded 
educational  opportunities  provided  through 


their  new  schools,”  she  added. 

Local  congregations  have  supported 
grant  efforts  with  ongoing  outreach.  United 
Methodists  throughout  the  city  have 
responded  with  gifts  of  uniforms,  school 
books,  library  books,  supplies  and  teacher 
resources.  First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  was 
able  to  provide  supplies  and  uniforms 
received  from  nearly  50  United  Methodist 
churches  throughout  the  connection. 

“A  local  United  Methodist  businessman 
got  his  company  to  sponsor  an  art  contest 
at  Mayfair  Elementary,  using  the  winner’s 
entry  on  his  firm’s  Christmas  card.  A 
retired  teacher  donated  all  of  her  Scholastic 
Books  points  from  nearly  30  years  of 
teaching,  resulting  in  the  provision  of  over 
3,000  books  for  the  schools,”  said  Rev. 
Larry  Miller,  Baton  Rouge  District 
Superintendent. 

The  second  element  of  the  UMCOR 
grant  is  the  purchase  of  needed  kitchen 
equipment  for  United  Methodist  HOPE 
Ministries  in  Baton  Rouge.  “This  mission 
center,  which  provides  food  to  those  in 
need,  has  been  serving  about  1 , 1 00  fami¬ 
lies  per  month  since  Hurricane  Katrina  hit. 
This  is  an  increase  of  close  to  275  families 
per  month,”  said  Holloway. 

Helping  children  who  are  now  living  in 
an  area  FEMA  trailer  village  is  the  third 
focus  of  the  grant  program.  “The  majority 
of  the  funding  will  help  establish  a  comput¬ 
er  lab  for  young  students  residing  in  the 
Groom  Road  trailer  village.  Over  500  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth  are  living  at  the  site,  with 
essentially  no  access  to  computers  or  an 
environment  conducive  to  study.  With 
matching  funds  from  the  Baton  Rouge 
Area  Foundation,  we  hope  to  have  a  state- 
of-the-art  program  that  will  help  these  at- 
risk  children  stay  ahead  educationally,” 
said  Holloway. 

“The  focus  on  children  and  youth  and 
the  ministries  we  are  implementing  under¬ 
scores  the  mission  of  UMCOR  and  The 
United  Methodist  Church  as  we  encourage 
churches  to  ‘Be  the  Hope.’  These  educa¬ 
tional  and  nutritional  efforts  will  help  chil¬ 
dren  holistically  for  their  entire  lives  as 
good  foundations  are  built.” 
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Mark  your 
calendars! 
2006  La.  Annual 
Conference 
Centenary  College 
Shreveport,  La. 
June  4-7 


(See  Story  page  3) 
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Ford  named  to  follow  Henderson  in  New  Orleans  District 


Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  recently 
announced  the  appointment  of  Rev.  Ralph 
Ford  as  the  New  Orleans  District 
Superintendent,  following  the  completion 
of  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson’s  term.  The 
appointment  begins  June  2006  after  annual 
conference. 

“I  am  very  honored  and  humbled  that 


Bishop  Hutchinson  has  asked  me  to  serve 
in  this  position.  I  am  excited  about  re- 
growing  our  ministries  in  New  Orleans, 
along  with  the  city.  I  am  looking  forward  to 
being  superintendent  for  the  entire  New 
Orleans  District,”  said  Rev.  Ford,  who 
holds  a  Doctor  of  Ministry  degree  from 
Perkins  School  of  Theology. 


Rev.  Ford  is  the  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Pineville.  He  current¬ 
ly  serves  on  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana’s  executive  board 
and  is  chair  of  the  Division  of  Elders  on 
the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry.  Rev.  Ford 
and  his  wife  Paula  have  six  children  and 
six  grandchildren. 


Mission  from  Mexico 


A  Methodist  work  team  from  Puebla  and 
Reynosa,  Mexico  joined  forces  in  January 
with  United  Methodist  volunteers  from 
McAllen,  Tex.  and  the  Louisiana  Conference 
to  work  in  storm  damaged  areas  of  New 
Orleans.  Bishop  Pedro  Moreno  Cano  of  the 
Southeast  Annual  Conference  is  pictured 
left  with  Maribel  Calvo  of  El  Mesias  in 
Kenner;  Priscila  Rojas  Quintero,  VIM 
Coordinator  for  the  SE  Annual  Conference; 
Rev.  Sam  Calvo,  pastor  of  El  Mesias  UMC; 
and  Abigail  Salazar.  Salazar  is  pictured 
above  with  Carol  Boudreaux  of  Asbury 
UMC  in  Lafayette,  who  presented  Salazar 
with  a  gift  of  Mardi  Gras  beads.  Left,  FEMA 
trailers  are  parked  in  front  of  a  row  of 
storm  damaged  homes  in  Kenner,  La.  Story 
about  the  mission  is  found  on  page  5. 


Three  conferences  withdraw  Katrina  funding  request 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  A  United 
Methodist  regional  group  that  had  success¬ 
fully  applied  for  federal  funding  for  long¬ 
term  recovery  activity  after  Hurricane 
Katrina  has  withdrawn  its  request. 

Louisiana,  Texas  and  Mississippi  annual 
conferences,  regional  units  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  had  jointly  applied  for 
partnership  in  Katrina  Aid  Today,  a  nation¬ 
al  consortium  led  by  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief.  About  $3  million 
originally  awarded  to  the  three  will  be 
redistributed  among  the  remaining  nine 


consortium  members. 

Katrina  Aid  Today  is  working  to  help 
families  in  30  states  identify  and  find  solu¬ 
tions  to  their  major  post-hurricane  prob¬ 
lems.  It  is  monitored  by  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Homeland  Security’s 
Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency 
using  donations  from  the  international 
community.  The  program  is  funded  with  a 
$66  million  grant  for  use  over  a  two-year 
period. 

UMCOR,  a  unit  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  was 


named  manager  of  the  consortium  in 
October.  The  decision  by  the  three  annual 
conferences  to  withdraw  from  the  consor¬ 
tium  was  guided  by  two  factors,  according 
to  the  Rev.  Kristin  L.  Sachen,  head  of 
UMCOR’s  emergency  services  office.  As 
grant  contracts  were  being  developed,  it 
became  apparent  that  sufficient  funding 
would  be  available  from  private  United 
Methodist  sources  to  support  all  the  work 
proposed  by  the  three  annual  conferences. 

See  Withdrawal ,  page  6 


2 


Louisiana  Conference NOlVf 


FEBRUARY  24,2006 


Swinging  Will  Continue! 


The  old  oak  tree  down  the  street  has  a 
new  swing!  When  I  last  wrote  for 
Louisiana  Now!,  the  swing  had  been 
removed  from  the  old  oak  because  the 
large  limb  that  was  holding  it,  along  with 
other  substantial  branches,  had  been 
sawn  off.  You  may  recall  that  I  pondered 
as  to  whether  a  new  swing  would  be 
added  or  not.  Sure  enough,  there  is  a 
new  one! 

1  was  so  glad  to  see  the  new  ropes  and 
suing  seat  hanging  proudly  from  a  “jun¬ 
ior”  limb  of  the  tree.  It  was  as  if  to  say, 
"a  new  generation  is  taking  responsibility 
tor  the  mission  of  the  old,  and  swinging 
will  continue!”  It  is  a  great  sign  of  affir¬ 
mation  and  hope. 

As  I  continue  to  be  deeply  immersed 
in  the  recovery  efforts  from  hurricanes 
Katrina  and  Rita,  this  visible  sign  of  a 
theological  truth  is  refreshing.  Just  see¬ 
ing  that  the  old  oak  hasn’t  been  totally 
destroyed  and  that  there  is  a  great  effort 
to  save  it  from  toppling  over  is  encourag¬ 
ing.  And  now  to  see  that  newer  limbs 
are  taking  up  the  mantle  of  the  old  and 
are  supporting  the  responsibilities  of  the 
old  is  very  assuring.  “Blessed  assurance, 
all  is  at  rest.”  God  has  not,  nor  will  God 
abandon  or  destroy  us. 

There  are  continual  signs  of  hope 
emerging  from  the  devastation.  A  parish¬ 
ioner  returns  to  their  former  home.  A 
new  business  opens  here  and  there.  The 
debris  is  removed  from  the  street.  A 
shoot  of  green  begins  to  emerge  from  the 
ashen  gray  landscape.  A  church  bell 
rings  just  to  say,  “We’re  here.”  Another 
school  has  students.  A  hospital  opens. 

The  destroyed  church  building  is 
bypassed  and  a  tent  is  set  up  in  the  yard 
for  services.  A  pastor  calls  and  says, 
“We’re  doing  well  and  I  just  wanted  you 
to  know  that.”  And  on  and  on  the  signs 
of  hope  go.  New  swings  are  being  hung 
from  new  branches. 

In  these  next  few  weeks  we  all  will 
have  the  opportunity  to  rise  to  the  new 
occasion.  James  Russell  Lowell,  wrote 
in  his  great  hymn: 

“Once  to  every  man  and  nation  comes 
the  moment  to  decide, 

In  the  strife  of  truth  with  falsehood, 
for  the  good  or  evil  side; 

Some  great  cause,  God’s  new 
Messiah,  offering  each  the  bloom  or 
blight. 

And  the  choice  goes  by  forever  twixt 
that  darkness  and  that  light. 

By  the  light  of  burning  martyrs, 

Christ,  thy  bleeding  feet  we  track. 

Toiling  up  new  Calvaries  ever  with 
the  cross  that  turns  not  back; 

New  occasions  teach  new  duties,  time 
makes  ancient  good  uncouth; 

They  must  upward  still  and  onward, 
who  would  keep  abreast  of  truth.” 

We  are  definitely  at  a  time  when  “new 
occasions  teach  new  duties.”  Multiple 
thousands  of  Louisianan’s,  thousands  of 
whom  are  United  Methodists  have  been 
faithful,  committed  and  determined  to 
“toil  up  new  Calvaries  ever  with  the 


cross  that  turns  not 
back.”  Through 
their  efforts  and 
faithfulness  the 
church  of  Jesus 
Christ  remains  visi¬ 
ble  and  strong  in  a 
weary  and  wounded 
land.  It  is  an  old 
tree  with  new 
swings  that  say 
“Come  unto  me  and 
sit  and  rest  awhile  while  I  hold  you  by 
my  arms  and  give  you  peace.”  I  can 
never  say  enough  words  of  gratitude  and 
praise  for  the  untold  efforts  that  have 
been  made  for  the  Kingdom  of  God, 
especially  by  those  most  closely  affected. 

In  these  next  few  weeks  we  are  going 
to  be  introducing  and  moving  forward 
with  new  plans  for  those  areas  that  have 
been  hardest  hit.  It  will  be  a  new  plan 
for  a  new  day.  It  will  be  a  response  to 
“new  occasions  teach  new  duties.”  It 
will  be  a  grateful  offering  of  ourselves 
and  our  churches  for  a  strengthened  pres¬ 
ence  of  Christ  in  stricken  areas. 

I  covet  the  prayers  of  Louisiana 
United  Methodists  as  we  move  forward. 
Please  pray  for  the  people  whose  lives 
are  most  directly  affected.  Please  pray 
for  the  clergy  who  will  be  asked  to  lead 
in  a  new  direction.  Please  pray  for  the 
Bishop  and  Cabinet  as  we  prayerfully 
accept  our  administrative  and  superviso¬ 
ry  responsibilities  in  this  extraordinary 
time.  Please  pray!  For  it  is  through 
prayer  that  we  will  be  strengthened  for 
the  task  ahead. 

If  I  didn’t  think  the  owner  of  the 
house  down  the  street  would  see  me  as 
an  intruder,  I’d  just  sit  and  rest  a  spell  in 
that  new  swing.  It  is  such  a  wonderful 
sign  to  me.  It  has  encouraged  and 
assured  me  in  this  part  of  my  journey.  I 
pray  you  are  finding  such  signs  in  your 
life  as  well. 

As  a  final  thought,  I  encourage  all 
local  churches  to  promote  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  on  March  26.  This 
annual  special  offering  funds  the  opera¬ 
tional  expenses  for  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief.  None  of  the  money 
donated  to  disaster  relief  or  specific 
funds  is  used  for  basic  operation  because 
every  designated  dollar  goes  directly  to 
the  area  specified  by  the  donor. 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  has 
benefitted  beyond  measure  from  the 
recovery  efforts  underwritten  by  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  Please 
give  generously  to  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  so  that  the  vitally  important 
works  of  UMCOR  can  continue  without 
interruption. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

Bill  Hutchinson 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Churches  donate  to  hurricane  relief 


Kim  Farrow,  pictured  above,  is  serving  as  the  chairperson  for  Disaster  Relief  at  St.  Mark 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria.  Kim  was  the  first  member  of  the  congregation 
to  give  a  gift  toward  this  fund.  He  is  an  inspiration  to  fellow  church  members  and  has 
been  instrumental  in  motivating  them  to  give  to  the  fund  weekly.  Offerings  for  the 
effort  began  Oct.  9, 2005,  and  an  initial  check  has  been  sent  to  the  Bishop's  Appeal 
Relief  Fund/'We  would  like  to  applaud  Kim  for  his  willingness  to  work  and  his  energy 
and  spirit  in  leading  the  congregation  in  this  effort,"  said  Rev.  Ossie  Clark,  pastor. 


The  La.  Annual  Conference  recently  received  a  check  in  the  amount  of  $347.40  for  the 
"Kids  Helping  Kids"  initiative  from  Aldersgate  United  Methodist  Church  in  Rockland, 
Maine.  The  money  was  raised  at  the  direction  of  the  Sunday  School  with  assistance  from 
the  congregation  during  the  Christmas  season.  Nearly$1 00  came  from  the  church's 
"Adventure  Club,"  an  outreach  oriented  youth  group  at  Aldersgate  UMC.The  club's  most 
recent  effort  has  been  to  monitor  water  quality  in  Chickawaukee  Lake,  which  is  located 
across  the  street  from  the  church.  Members  of  the  Adventure  Club  are  pictured  above  in 
a  row  boat  used  for  their  water  quality  project.  Donations  and  items  collected  through 
"KHK"  will  help  to  replace  Sunday  School  supplies  in  storm  damaged  churches. 
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Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and  is  published  twice  a  month. 

Subscriptions  are  $1 5  for  one  year,  $25  for  two  years. 
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Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
E-mail:  lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888)  239-5286  ext.  227 
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http://www.la- umcorg 
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"Justifying  Grace":  Theme 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

“Justifying  Grace:  Opening  the  door  to 
a  house  not  made  with  hands”  will  serve  as 
the  theme  for  the  2006  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  to  be  held  June  4-7  in  the 
Gold  Dome  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport.  This  year’s  theme,  centering  on 
justifying  grace,  is  the  second  of  four  dur¬ 
ing  this  quadrennium  focusing  on  John 
Wesley’s  approach  to  God’s  grace.  Using 
the  overall  concept  of  “Grace — And  Can  It 
Be,”  the  next  two  themes  for  annual  con¬ 
ference  will  be  Rebirth  (2007),  and 
Sanctifying  Grace  (2008).  The  theme  for 
the  2005  Annual  Conference  was 
Prevenient  Grace. 

The  scripture  for  this  year’s  event  is  2 
Corinthians  5:1:  “For  we  know  that  if  the 
tent,  which  is  our  earthly  home,  is 
destroyed,  we  have  a  building  from  God,  a 


Dr.  Campbell  honored 

Gammon  Theological  Seminary  in 
Atlanta,  Ga.  recently  presented  Dr.  Alonzo 
Campbell  the  Distinguished  Alumnus 
Award  during  recent  Founder’s  Week 
Activities.  Rev.  Campbell  is  the  pastor  of 
Roberts  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Denham  Springs  and  Director  of  Special 


house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the 
heavens.” 

“John  Wesley’s  visual  image  of  grace 
can  be  pictured  as  the  components  of  a 
house.  Prevenient  grace  is  symbolized  by 
the  porch,  preparing  the  way  for  believers; 
justifying  grace  is  represented  by  the  door 
to  the  house,  referring  to  Christ’s  sacrifice 
that  erased  our  sins  and  ‘opened  the  door’; 
and  sanctifying  grace  is  represented  by  the 
rest  of  the  house,  the  sanctuary  which 
places  us  in  the  presence  of  God,”  said 
Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  provost. 

Mimi  McDowell,  chairman  of  the 
Worship  Committee,  added,  “Bishop 
Hutchinson’s  choice  of  scripture  not  only 
illustrates  the  concept  of  justifying  grace, 
but  it  has  added  meaning  for  all  of 
Louisiana’s  people  as  we  face  the  recovery 
and  rebuilding  stages  following  Hurricanes 
Katrina  and  Rita.” 


by  Gammon  Seminary 

Ministries  for  the  La.  Annual  Conference. 
He  is  the  immediate  past  president  of  the 
Gammon  Alumni  Association.  The 
Gammon  Board  of  Trustees  also  elected 
him  to  fill  a  permanent  position  on  the 
Board  of  Trustees. 


SCJ  Youth  Ministry  Event  scheduled  for  April 


Register  now  for  the  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  training  event  for  youth 
ministry  leaders  April  27-29  at  Mount 
Sequoyah  Conference  &  Retreat  Center 
in  Fayetteville,  Arkansas.  The  training 
event  will  focus  on  the  findings  of  a 
three-year,  multi-denominational  study, 
“Congregations  with  Youth  of  Vital 
Faith,”  funded  through  a  grant  from  the 
Lilly  Endowment.  Susan  Hay,  Director 
of  Youth  Ministries  with  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  will  be  the  pre¬ 
senter.  This  event  benefits  youth  direc¬ 


tors,  pastors  and  pastoral  staff  working 
with  youth.  It  also  serves  as  a  time  to 
share  ideas  and  fellowship  with  other 
youth  ministers. 

To  find  out  more,  download  printable 
copies  of  the  registration  form,  and  to 
register  online  visit 

http://www.okumc.org/youth/home.htm. 
All  registration  forms  and  payments 
must  be  received  by  April  12,  2006.  For 
registration  questions  contact  Diana 
Northcutt  at  800-231-4166,  Ext  2144  or 
by  email:  dnorthcutt@okumc.org. 


Music  opinions  requested 


At  the  2004  General  Conference  a  joint 
research  study  on  music  and  worship  needs 
in  the  church  was  requested,  to  be  conduct¬ 
ed  by  The  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
and  The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House.  Input  is  needed  from  across  the 
country  from  people  with  knowledge  and 


interest  in  the  music  and  worship  life  of 
United  Methodists.  At  the  link  below  you 
will  find  a  questionnaire  that  covers  a  wide 
variety  of  music-  and  worship-related 
issues.  Please  take  a  few  minutes  to  com¬ 
plete  the  survey.  http://spss.cokesburyre- 
search.com/ResearchConsultants/index.htm 


Mt.  Sequoyah  work  week  planned 


The  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Volunteer  Work  Week  at  Mount  Sequoyah 
Conference  and  Retreat  Center  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  April  3-7.  Those  participating  will 
repair  buildings,  clean  windows,  seal  decks 
and  make  the  grounds  beautiful.  Carpentry, 
drywall,  maintenance,  sewing  and  painting 
skills  will  be  put  to  good  use. 

Each  day  begins  with  a  morning  devo¬ 
tional  and  nights  will  be  filled  with  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  worship,  games  and  fellowship. 
There  is  a  per  person  charge  for  meals,  but 
lodging  is  provided  at  no  cost  in  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  work  done  at  Mount  Sequoyah. 


“This  event  provides  a  wonderful 
opportunity  for  a  time  of  renewal  and 
transformation.  The  work  performed  here 
by  volunteers  helps  to  enhance  the  mission 
and  beauty  of  Mount  Sequoyah.  The  week 
gives  those  who  participate  a  wonderful 
week  to  demonstrate  faith  in  action,”  said 
Rev.  Larry  Norman,  LAVIM  Coordinator 
and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for 
Mount  Sequoyah. 

For  more  information,  brochures  and 
registration,  check  the  website  at 
www.mountsequoyah.org,  call  (800)  760- 
8126  or  (479)  443-4531. 


of  2006  Annual  Conference 


Special  worship  services  include  the  tra¬ 
ditional  Memorial/Communion  Service, 
scheduled  for  7  p.m.  on  Sunday,  June  4  at 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Bossier  City;  the  Processional  and 
Consecration  of  Space,  Monday  at  10:30 
a.m.  in  the  Gold  Dome  on  Centenary’s 
campus;  a  Celebration  of  50  Years  of 
Women  in  Ministry  on  Tuesday  morning  in 
the  Gold  Dome;  the  annual  Ordination 
Service,  scheduled  for  Tuesday  evening  at 
First  UMC  in  Shreveport;  and  Sending 
Forth  on  Wednesday  afternoon. 

Rev.  Dorothy  Watson-Tatum  will  preach 
for  the  50th  anniversary  celebration  of 
women  in  ministry,  and  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson  will  again  speak  and  officiate 
at  the  ordination  service. 

Bible  study,  which  will  be  offered  on 
Wednesday  morning,  will  by  taught  by 
Bishop  William  Oden,  bishop  in  residence 


at  Perkins  School  of  Theology.  Bishop 
Oden  currently  serves  as  ecumenical  offi¬ 
cer  for  the  Council  of  Bishops,  and  started 
his  episcopacy  in  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference. 

Registration  for  annual  conference  will 
be  handled  differently  this  year.  Attendees 
can  register  from  5p.m.-6:45  p.m.  at 
Asbury  UMC,  immediately  before  the 
Memorial  Service  begins.  For  those  staying 
on  Centenary’s  campus,  registration  pack¬ 
ets  can  be  obtained  from  1-6  p.m.  when 
picking  up  room  keys  at  Campus  Housing 
Registration  in  the  South  Dining  Hall.  For 
those  who  miss  these  opportunities,  regis¬ 
tration  will  continue  at  the  Gold  Dome 
from  8  a.m.-5  p.m.,  Monday-Tuesday. 

Due  to  renovations  being  made  to  the 
Centenary  Cafeteria,  meals  on  campus  will 
only  be  provided  to  retired  clergy  and  their 
spouses  and  surviving  spouses. 


South  Africa  team  scheduled 


Jon  and  Lisa  Lord,  GBGM  missionaries 
to  South  Africa,  will  bring  a  work  team  to 
Louisiana  May  3-12  to  work  in  storm  dam¬ 
aged  New  Orleans.  “Work  assignments 
have  not  yet  been  made  by  the  Recovery 
Center  as  to  work  locations  in  New 
Orleans,  but  we  wanted  to  announce  the 
plans  of  the  South  African  team  so  that  oth¬ 
ers  could  plan  to  work  with  the  group,” 
said  Rev.  Larry  Norman,  director  of  La. 
Volunteers  in  Mission  (LAVIM). 

On  the  weekend  of  May  5-7,  LAVIM 
will  host  a  South  Africa  Rally  Weekend. 
Teams  are  invited  at  that  time  to  work  with 
the  group  from  South  Africa,  and  should 
register  by  calling  the  La.  Storm  Recovery 


Center  at  (225)346-5193.  Rev.  Connie 
Thomas  will  work  with  groups  to  make 
housing  and  work  assignments.  “Please 
know  that  due  to  size  limitations,  your 
group  may  not  be  able  to  work  alongside 
the  South  Africa  team,  but  in  the  vicinity,” 
explained  Norman.  LAVIM  will  provide  a 
rally  meal  on  Saturday  when  all  teams  can 
get  together  for  fellowship  and  renewing 
acquaintances  with  old  friends. 

“Teams  may  wish  to  work  the  entire 
week  that  the  group  from  South  Africa  is 
us.  Some  teams  may  only  be  able  to  work 
on  Saturday,  May  6,  when  our  fellowship 
meal  is  planned.  Whatever  you  can  offer  is 
needed  and  appreciated,”  added  Norman. 


Lydia  Patterson  Institute 


Dr.  Soccorra  Brito  De  Anda,  president  of  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  spoke  at 
several  locations  throughout  the  annual  conference  Feb.  1 1 -Feb.  16.  De  Anda 
shared  her  gratitude  for  the  generosity  of  Louisiana  Conference  churches  to 
the  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  which  is  partially  supported  through  apportion¬ 
ments.  She  shared  the  story  of  Lydia  Patterson,  who  fulfilled  her  dream  of 
educating  children  from  the  El  Paso  inner  city.  Currently,  90%  of  Lydia 
Patterson  Institute's  graduates  have  gone  on  to  college.  Dr.  Soccorra  is  pic¬ 
tured  on  her  tour  with  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell,  director  of  La.  Conference  Office 
of  Special  Ministries. 
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Record  Giving  by  United  Methodists 


Nashville,  TN —  United  Methodists 
gave  more  generously  than  ever  before, 
surpassing  the  previous  year’s  total  giving 
by  more  than  50%.  This  assessment  of 
2005  giving  was  reported  today  by  Sandra 
K.  Lackore,  general  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (GCFA)  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Lackore  stated,  “In  a  year  that  brought 
much  natural  devastation  to  so  many  of  our 
local  congregations  around  the  globe,  we 
have  a  great  deal  to  celebrate.” 

“We  celebrate  the  overwhelming  gen¬ 
erosity  of  the  people  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,”  said  Lackore. 
Explaining  that  total  giving  in  2005  was 
$85  million  more  than  2004,  a  53.6% 
increase,  Lackore  reported  that  $80  million 
of  the  increase  was  given  for  tsunami  and 
hurricane  relief  efforts. 

Fifteen  annual  conferences  were  recog¬ 
nized  for  participating  at  the  100%  level  of 
all  apportioned  funds,  an  increase  of  three 
conferences  over  2004.  These  conferences 
included: 

Alaska  Missionary  (per  adjustment  in 
2006) 

Baltimore  Washington 
Central  Pennsylvania 
Desert  Southwest 
Detroit 

Illinois  Great  Rivers 
New  York 
North  Carolina 
Northern  Illinois 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary 
Peninsula  Delaware 


Red  Bird  Missionary 
Rio  Grande 
Texas 
Wisconsin 

Six  additional  annual  conferences  were 
recognized  for  participating  at  the  90% 
level  or  higher  of  all  apportioned  funds. 
These  conferences  were: 

Arkansas  Area 
Holston 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
North  Texas 
Southwest  Texas 

Lackore  noted  the  faithfulness  of  the 
denomination  to  the  connectional  covenant 
of  apportioned  giving,  citing  the 
Mississippi  and  Louisiana  Conferences 
that,  in  the  midst  of  extreme  devastation 
and  hardship,  maintained  their  apportioned 
giving  at  or  slightly  above  their  2004  lev¬ 
els.  The  Alabama- West  Florida,  Florida, 
and  Texas  Conferences — greatly  impacted 
by  the  hurricane  season  as  well — were  rec¬ 
ognized  for  maintaining  or  slightly  increas¬ 
ing  their  participation  rate  in  apportioned 
giving. 

In  closing  her  report  Lackore  conclud¬ 
ed,  “We  celebrate  the  faithfulness  of  so 
many  local  congregations  and  conferences 
in  meeting  their  commitment  to  the  appor¬ 
tioned  general  funds  in  2005.  These  funds 
drive  the  financial  mission  statement  of  our 
denomination.  By  working  together  and 
fully  participating  in  the  general  appor¬ 
tioned  funds,  we  make  possible  the  mission 
and  ministry  of  Christ.” 


United  Brethren  aid  in  recovery 

Members  of  the  Brown  Corners  United  Brethren  Church  came  down  from  Clare, 
Michigan  to  work  on  Hurricane  Rita  recovery  efforts  in  Southwest  Louisiana.  The  nine 
men  spent  the  entire  week  performing  restoration  work  on  four  houses.  The  men  were 
housed  at  Henning  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  during  their  weeklong  stay. 
Pictured  are,  top  row,  left-right,  Mark  Humphrey,  Larry  Whitbeck,  Jim  Keyson,  Rick 
McNeilly,  Rev.  Chuck  Malson  and  bottom  row,  left-right,  Rick  Harris,  Walt  Mertens,  John 
Ringleberg  and  Jeff  Poet. 


MUSIC/CHORAL  DIRECTOR 

Dynamic  900-member  church  is  seeking  permanent  Music  Director  to  oversee 
and  coordinate  all  church  music  programs  and  to  direct  church  choirs.  Advanced 
music  training  or  experience  preferred.  Send  resume  by  March  17,  2006  to  Music 
Director  Search  Committe,  St.  John’s  UMC,  9375  Highland  Road,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70810  or  fax  to  (225)  766-4624. 


Western  PA.  Conference  provides  storm  aid 


A  work  team  from  Pennsylvania  takes  a  break  to  visit  St.  Martinsville,  LA,  the  home¬ 
town  of  Pittsburgh  Dist.  Supt.  Martha  Orphe  for  a  meal  with  her  family  and  church 
friends.  Pictured  are  Bishop  Tom  Bickerton,  Pittsburgh  Area,  (#36)  and  Orphe(#80), 
along  with  her  father  Joseph  Orphe,  Rev.  Erica  Jenkins  and  Rev.  Roger  Lathan;  WPA 
Cabinet  members  Frank  Sherman,  Dean  Zeigler,  LaMar  Carlson,  Jim  Tubbs,  Bob 
Higginbotham  and  Pat  Harbison  with  husband  Dan;  former  DS  Mary  Grey  Emmett 
and  husband  John;Rev.  Ed  Gresick  of  Deckards  UMC,  Rev.  Randy  Bain  and  members 
of  Oakland  UMC;  and  volunteers  from  Mt.  Hope  and  Irwin  First  UMCs. 


By  Jackie  Campbell 

Bishop  Tom  Bickerton  and  23  others 
from  Western  PA  worked  to  restore  two 
homes  and  a  church  in  the  city  of  Slidell, 
outside  New  Orleans,  from  Jan.  12-19. 
The  team  was  overwhelmed  by  the  dev¬ 
astation  they  saw,  but  proud  to  be  a  part 
of  the  United  Methodist  recovery  effort 
that  gives  hope  to  the  survivors. 

“We  were  blessed  by  seeing  ‘the 
United  Methodist  connection’  in  action,” 
Erie-Meadville  DS  Pat  Harbison  said. 
“UMCOR  is  playing  a  vital  role  in  the 
relief  efforts  and  they  are  committed  to 
continue  to  do  so  for  another  five  years. 
It’s  easy  to  see  that  it  will  take  that  long 
to  complete  the  clean-up.  Even  though 
months  have  passed,  many  places  appear 
as  though  the  hurricane  hit  just  last  week. 

“We  were  also  blessed  to  see  ‘the 
connection’  up  close  and  personal.  In  the 
short  week  we  were  there,  we  worked 
with  people  from  Texas,  Georgia  and 
Arkansas  —  all  United  Methodists  united 
in  service.  A  team  from  Nebraska  took 
over  where  we  left  off.  When  the  Texan 
who  was  our  ‘expert’  carpenter  left, 
another  carpenter  -  this  one  from  Georgia 
-  just  showed  up  and  picked  up  where  he 
left  off.  This  man  has  made  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  give  one  week  a  month  to  the 
clean-up  effort  until  it  is  finished.” 

Sherman  said  Aldergate  UMC  in 
Slidell,  which  housed  the  work  team  in 
its  fellowship  hall,  has  committed  to  act 
as  a  staging  site  for  relief  efforts  for  the 
next  five  years.  It  provides  office  space 
for  UMCOR,  storage  for  tools  and  equip¬ 
ment,  as  well  as  sleeping  space  for  vol¬ 
unteer  teams.  The  church  itself  sustained 
water  damage  in  the  hurricane  and  is 
being  restored. 

Slidell,  which  has  about  250,000  resi¬ 
dents,  will  need  volunteers  to  help  in 
recovery  for  at  least  that  long,  he  added. 


He  explained  that,  in  addition  to  the 
physical  work,  for  every  hour  of  volun¬ 
teer  labor  -  including  travel  time —  $17 
is  credited  toward  the  $3.7  billion  debt 
the  Federal  Emergency  Management 
Agency  (FEMA)  said  Louisiana  owes  it 
for  hurricane  relief  efforts. 

Sherman  said  he  was  impressed  with 
the  graciousness  and  gratitude  of  the  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  area.  Washington  DS  LaMar 
Carlson  provided  examples. 

“Most  of  my  week  was  spent  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Sylvis,  an  89year-young 
lady  of  great  grace  and  faith,”  he  said. 
“We  removed  water-damaged  wallboard 
only  to  discover  termite-infested  studs.  It 
was  a  miracle  the  roof  had  not  collapsed 
long  before.  In  some  strange  way  it  was 
a  blessing  the  home  needed  to  be  gutted 
and  the  interior  rebuilt.  Each  day  she 
would  visit  with  us  from  her  nearby 
FEMA  trailer.  She  told  of  how  her  hus¬ 
band  and  she  had  built  the  house  them¬ 
selves  shortly  after  they  were  married. 
The  belongings  of  50  years  were  washed 
away,  but  not  the  memories. 

Near  the  end  of  our  week,  Mrs.  Sylvis 
told  me  she  intended  to  cook  a  meal  for 
all  23  of  us.  Only  six  of  us  had  worked  at 
her  home,  but  she  insisted  on  feeding  us 
all.  What  a  meal!  Collard  greens,  beans, 
fried  chicken  and  the  works.  She  had  the 
biggest  smile  the  day  we  left  her,”  he 
added. 

“At  a  second  site  we  labored  for 
Hank,  a  senior  citizen  just  recovered 
from  open-heart  surgery.  His  yard  was 
littered  with  fallen  trees  and  brush.  His 
large  dog  was  cooped  up  and  needed  his 
yard  back.  At  the  end  of  our  time,  he  had 
his  yard  and  we  had  Hank’s  gratitude.  He 
gave  us  a  note  of  appreciation  telling  us 
we  had  given  him  hope.  He  addressed 
the  note  to  Angels  of  Mercy  —  inside 
was  a  $100  bill  for  UMCOR!” 
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Zwolle  and  Bayou  Scie  UMCs  build  ramps 


The  United  Methodist  Men's  groups  from  Zwolle  and  Bayou  Scie  UMCs  recently  com¬ 
pleted  another  in  a  series  of  wheelchair  ramps  for  area  homes. The  latest  project  was  a 
22-foot  ramp  for  the  home  of  Arthur  Simpson,  who  lives  at  the  Jolly  Roger  Marina. "The 
marina  is  as  far  north  and  west  as  you  can  get  in  Sabine  Parish,"  said  Rev.  Dick  Hooton, 
pastor  of  the  two-point  charge.  Although  construction  was  postponed  a  couple  of 
times  by  bad  weather,  the  group  persisted  until  the  ramp  was  done.  Pictured,  left  to 
right,  with  Hooton  are  Arthur  Simpson,  Jerry  Buckner,  Don  Muncy  and  Wayne  Lehr. 


Confirmation  Day  with  the  Bishop 

March  25,  2006 
10  a.m.  until  3  p.m. 

Registration  Begins  at  9:15  a.m.  A  Program  begins  at 

10  a.m. 

Wesley  Center  -  Woodworth,  Louisiana 
Cost  $20  per  person 

(This  covers  lunch,  t-shirt  <&  program  cost) 
Registration  Deadline  is  Friday,  March  17,  2006 
Registrations/Changes  after  March  17  will  be  accepted 
on  a  space  available  basis  and  will  be  assessed  a 
$10  late  fee 


La.  Annual  Conference  Clergy 
Women's  Retreat 
Tues.,  May  1 6, 1 2  noon 
through 

Wed.,  May  1 7, 1 2  noon 
The  Wesley  Center 
Woodworth,  La. 
featuring  keynote  speaker 
Rev.  Ellen  Blue 
For  additional 
information,  contact 
Rev.  Erica  Jenkins 
malumc@bellsouth.net 


La.  Annual  Conference  Clergy 
Spouses  Retreat 
Fri.,  March  10,4  p.m. 
through 

Sat.,  March  11, 1  p.m. 

The  Wesley  Center 
Woodworth,  La. 
featuring  the  theme 
"Story  Lines  and  Vines 
For  additional 
information,  contact 
Allison  Goins 
(337)  734-2083 


Team  from  Mexico  "gives  back"  to  Louisiana 


Work  teams  from  Reynosa  and  Puebla 
Mexico  traveled  to  New  Orleans  in  January 
hoping  to  “give  back”  some  of  the  kind¬ 
ness  they  have  received  over  the  years 
from  La.  Volunteers  in  Mission  and  their 
friends  in  Louisiana. 

“It  was  hard  to  believe  that  the  people 
who  volunteered  so  faithfully  with  hun¬ 
dreds  of  medical  and  construction  missions 
to  Mexico  were  now  facing  such  difficult 
conditions.  As  soon  as  we  heard  about  the 
devastation  of  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita, 
we  immediately  planned  to  bring  a  work 
team  to  assist  with  the  storm  recovery 
effort,”  said  Willie  Berman,  Volunteers  in 
Mission  Coordinator  for  the  Eastern 
Annual  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Mexico. 

Berman  was  joined  by  Bishop  Pedro 
Moreno  Cano,  Episcopal  leader  for  the  113 
churches  of  the  Southeast  Annual 
Conference.  Also  known  as  the  Puebla 
Conference,  it  is  located  in  the  southern¬ 
most  area  of  Mexico  and  includes  the  cities 
of  Vera  Cruz,  Tabasco  and  Cancun. 
Ironically,  the  Methodist  church  is  Cancun 
was  also  damaged  by  Hurricane  Rita. 

“For  us,  it  is  important  to  be  with  the 
Methodists  of  New  Orleans  and  to  build 
relationships  with  the  local  churches.  It  is 
time  to  serve,  and  we  must  share  the  bur¬ 


den  of  recovery  with  our  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters,”  said  Bishop  Cano. 

Dr.  Elias  Lara,  director  of  the  Clinica 
Botanica  in  Reynosa,  also  served  as  a  team 
member  with  the  group  from  Mexico.  The 
clinic  is  a  frequent  destination  for  La. 
Volunteers  in  Mission  medical/construction 
teams.  “Clinica  Botanica,  started  as  a 
kindergarten,  is  now  35  years  old.  As  a 
clinic,  we  began  by  offering  first  aid,  then 
moved  into  offering  doctor’s  services,  den¬ 
tistry  and  a  lab,”  said  Lara.  He  explained 
that  the  typical  Volunteers  in  Mission  team 
might  assist  as  many  as  200  patients  in  two 
days. 

Joined  by  United  Methodists  from 
McAllen,  Tex.  and  from  throughout  south 
Louisiana,  the  work  team  from  Mexico 
worked  gutting  and  cleaning  out  houses  in 
several  parts  of  New  Orleans,  including 
Lakeview  Subdivision  and  areas  surround¬ 
ing  First  Street  United  Methodist  Church. 

Priscilla  Rojas  Quintero,  Volunteer  in 
Mission  Coordinator  for  the  Southeast 
Annual  Conference,  said,  “We  have  often 
been  the  recipient  from  United  Methodist 
in  Louisiana  and  other  states.  With  two 
clinics,  a  children’s  home,  an  elder  home 
and  many  church  constructions,  our  needs 
have  been  great.  Our  mission  this  week 
serves  as  a  demonstration  of  our  love.” 


Members  of  the  work  team  from  Mexico  are  pictured  by  one  of  the  houses  they  helped 
clean  out  on  a  January  mission  to  New  Orleans.  Bishop  Pedro  Cano,  third  from  left,  and 
Willie  Berman,  fifth,  are  pictured. The  group  was  treated  to  gumbo  by  Asbury  UMC. 
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WCCs  chief  executive  delivers 


PORTO  ALEGRE,  Brazil  (UMNS)  - 
Churches  have  new  opportunities  to  influ¬ 
ence  global  policies  and  "'bring  a  moral 
voice  to  the  world,”  but  that  cannot  happen 
unless  they  relate  to  each  other  more  close¬ 
ly,  according  to  the  leader  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches. 

“We  can  no  longer  separate  ethics  and 
ecclesiology,  the  search  for  unity  of  the 
church  and  the  unity  of  humankind,”  said 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Kobia,  a  Methodist  pastor 
from  Kenya  and  the  WCC’s  chief  execu¬ 
tive.  “They  are  closely  intertwined  with 
each  other.” 

Kobia  delivered  his  report  Feb.  1 5  to 
participants  at  the  World  Council  of 
Churches’  9th  Assembly  in  Porto  Alegre. 
Besides  the  1 8-member  official  United 
Methodist  delegation,  a  number  of  United 
Methodists  are  attending  the  assembly  as 
participants  in  the  “mutirao”  -  an  informal, 
mid-day  gathering  of  workshops,  discus¬ 
sions  and  exhibits  -  or  are  present  in  some 
other  capacity. 

During  the  Feb.  14  opening  worship. 
Archbishop  Anastasios  of  Tirana  and  All 
Albania  took  up  the  assembly’s  theme  of 
transformation  and  noted  the  ‘"transforma¬ 
tive  journey  (of)  our  church  communities 
cannot  occur  on  the  basis  of  criteria  occa¬ 
sionally  proposed  by  fashion  and  vogue. 


but  through  the  guidance  of  ‘the  gospel  of 
grace.’” 

In  Kobia’s  opinion,  an  ecumenical 
movement  that  is  open  to  signs  of  God’s 
transformative  grace  must  be  grounded  in 
spirituality,  take  ecumenical  formation  and 
youth  seriously,  work  for  transformative 
justice,  take  risks  to  develop  new  and  cre¬ 
ative  ways  of  working,  and  firmly  put  rela¬ 
tionships  at  the  center. 

Fie  considers  the  spiritual  base  of  the 
ecumenical  movement  to  be  the  “festa  da 
vida,  the  feast  of  life”  -  a  grace  and  invita¬ 
tion  from  God.  “The  wonder  of  grace  is 
that  it  is  a  gift,  which  we  don’t  deserve,  a 
reward  which  we  don’t  earn,  but  it  is  freely 
given  and  is  ours  for  the  partaking.” 

Kobia  issued  a  strong  call  for  the  nur¬ 
turing  and  involvement  of  young  people  in 
the  ecumenical  movement.  Just  as  an  earli¬ 
er  generation  of  young  adults  created 
today’s  movement,  so  must  that  opportuni¬ 
ty  for  participation  be  transmitted  to  future 
generations. 

“Young  people  need  opportunities  to 
experience  the  joy  of  working  and  praying 
with  others  from  different  traditions  and 
different  contexts,”  he  said.  “They  need 
support  and  mentoring  to  participate  fully 
in  ecumenical  gatherings  with  their  some¬ 
times  intimidating  elders. 


Volunteers  in  the  La.  United  Methodist  Storm  Recovery  Center  in  Baton  Rouge  were 
treated  to  small  gifts  and  sweets  during  Volunteer  Appreciation  Week. These  dedicated 
folks  give  of  their  personal  time  to  answer  telephones,  Monday  through  Friday,  assist¬ 
ing  those  offering  help  and  those  needing  help  due  to  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita. 
Pictured  left  to  right  are  Nanci  Youngblood,  Rev.  Connie  Thomas,  Volunteer  Coordinator, 
Pam  Kaster,  Melanie  Beauchamp,  and  Patsy  Lyons.  These  ladies  are  just  a  few  of  the  men 
and  women  who  give  their  time  to  the  Storm  Center. 


Withdrawal,  from  page  1 

Also,  private  funding  allows  more  flexibili¬ 
ty  in  the  design  and  implementation  of  a 
project. 

“Disaster  response  is  just  one  facet  of  a 
comprehensive  ministry  in  a  conference,” 
Sachen  said  in  a  news  release.  “It  must  fit 
in  with  all  the  other  conference  ministries.” 

When  UMCOR  is  the  source  of  grant 
funding,  it  can  work  collaboratively  with 
its  conference  partners  in  developing  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  services  that  fits  that  conference’s 
capacity  and  priorities.  Federal  funding 
requirements  are  more  rigid,  UMCOR  said. 

When  the  application  process  began  last 
October,  United  Methodist  private  dona¬ 
tions  amounted  to  about  $20  million. 

“We  knew  our  conferences  would  be 
able  to  provide  a  more  robust  response,  so 
we  encouraged  them  to  apply  for  the  feder¬ 
al  grant,”  Sachen  said. 

UMCOR  also  announced  that  Warren 
Harrity  has  been  named  executive  director 


of  Katrina  Aid  Today.  Harrity,  formerly 
interim  director,  has  worked  for  UMCOR 
since  2003,  when  he  opened  operations  for 
the  agency  in  Kabul,  Afghanistan.  He 
became  acquainted  with  UMCOR  while 
serving  as  a  refugee  coordinator  in  Bosnia 
and  Herzegovina  with  the  Bureau  of 
Population,  Refugees  and  Migration,  a  U.S. 
State  Department  agency. 

Educated  at  DePaul  University  and  the 
University  of  Denver,  Harrity  has  a  mas¬ 
ter’s  degree  in  international  relations.  He 
has  worked  with  displaced  people  in 
Armenia,  Afghanistan,  and  Bosnia  -  all 
countries  where  disaster  forced  the  migra¬ 
tion  of  large  numbers  of  people. 

“People  who  have  been  displaced  share 
a  lot  in  common,”  he  said.  “They’ve  all 
suffered  loss  and  immeasurable  changes. 
They’re  all  seeking  durable  solutions  so 
they  can  have  a  stable  family  life,  take  care 
of  their  children  and  aging  parents.” 


address  to  assembly  in  Brazil 


“We  need  to  go  out  to  where  young 
people  are,  to  schools  and  universities.  We 
need  to  be  willing  to  change  to  respond  to 
the  demands  of  young  people.  We  must 
offer  opportunities  to  know  and  leam  from 
others  through  scholarships  and  travel.  At  a 
time  when  information  technology  is  forev¬ 
er  advancing,  we  must  enable  our  youth  to 
interact  more  deeply  and  to  discover  cre¬ 
ative  ways  of  using  virtual  spaces  for  ecu¬ 
menical  formation.” 

Kobia  noted  that  while  some  young 
people  may  reject  traditional  church  struc¬ 
tures,  they  still  have  a  hunger  for  spirituali¬ 
ty.  He  told  the  story  of  a  WCC  colleague 
who,  out  of  desperation,  enlisted  the  help 
of  her  22-year-old  daughter  to  format  the 
mutirao  schedule  for  the  assembly  on 
Excel  spreadsheets.  The  daughter  was  so 
intrigued  by  the  workshops  being  planned 
that  she  wanted  to  attend  the  assembly  her¬ 
self. 

“I  had  no  idea  that  this  was  what  ecu¬ 
menism  is  all  about,”  she  told  her  mother. 
“It  makes  me  want  to  get  involved.” 

Young  people  are  attracted  to  the  issues 
engaging  today’s  ecumenical  movement, 
according  to  Kobia,  “but  they  need  to  be 
invited  in.  And  they  need  to  be  equipped 
and  supported  to  participate.” 

Some  of  those  issues  -  hunger,  poverty. 


violence  and  economic  and  social  inequali¬ 
ties  -  are  issues  of  transformative  justice. 
“As  churches,  we  are  called  to  plan  togeth¬ 
er,  speak  together,  and  take  action  together 
in  the  face  of  conditions  that  we  know  to 
be  wrong  in  this  world,”  Kobia  said. 

Even  within  church  communities,  dis¬ 
agreement  occurs  on  how  to  deal  with 
inequalities.  “When  there  are  such  enor¬ 
mous  inequalities  and  unequal  access  to 
different  means  of  power,  it  counts  in  what 
part  of  the  world  one  lives,”  he  said.  “Our 
churches  and  the  stance  they  take  on  mat¬ 
ters  of  economic  justice  and  many  other 
ethical  challenges  often  reflects  the  realities 
surrounding  them  and  impacting  on  the 
lives  of  their  members.” 

Today’s  biggest  challenges  -  for  both 
the  world  and  for  churches  -  have  root  in 
“the  lack  of  human  capacity  to  relate  to 
each  other,  to  creation,  and  to  God  as  we 
ought  to,”  he  said. 

“We  will  be  best  equipped  to  promote 
human  relationships  in  the  world  around  us 
if,  as  churches,  we  shall  leam  how  to  share 
with  one  another  all  the  gifts  of  grace 
which  we  have  received  from  God,”  Kobia 
told  participants.  “To  a  very  large  extent, 
our  disunity  as  churches  is  due  to  our  inca¬ 
pacity  to  practice  this  genuine  sharing  of 
gifts.” 


All  Louisiana  Laity  are  invited  to  experience 

Fasting  and  Faith  Sharing 
in  the  Wesleyan  Tradition 
Led  by  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson 

March  17  -  18,  2006 

The  Wesley  Center  (formerly  the  LA  Conference  Center), 

Woodworth 

Registration  will  begin  at  3  p.m.,  on  Friday,  March  17 
concluding  at  1  p.m.  on  Saturday,  March  18 
$52  single  occupancy 
$36  double  occupancy 
$21  off-site  accommodations 

An  offering  from 
The  Bishop's  Office 
in  conjunction  with 

The  Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness 
and 

The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership 
Louisiana  Conference,  UMC 

Deadline  Monday,  fAarch  13th 

Call  for  reservation: 

Cathy  Wimberley 
Wesley  Center 
(318)  449-4500 
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Prayer  for  Seminarians 

DID  YOU  KNOW... 

Kim  Ratliff 

we  have  65  students  from 

Kenneth  Klemme 

Louisiana  currently  attending 

Brian  Mercer 

seminary.  Please  remember  to 

Andy  Durbin 

pray  for  these  persons  as  they 

Kathy  Fitzhugh 

are  transformed  by  God’s  Holy 

Joseph  Wilson 

Spirit  through  their  seminary 

Sheri  Zehner 

classes  and  experiences. 

John  Robert  Black 

Those  attending  Asbury  School 

Peter  Bollinger 

of  Theology  are: 

Clinton  Lovell 

Coney  DeHart 

Those  attending  Candler 

Sonya  Lars 

School  of  Theology  are: 

John  LaCroix 

David  Buchholz 

Frank  Pennington 

Karlene  Crawford 

Carol  Civils 

Joseph  Robideaux 

Derek  Reese 

Jo  Beth  Kee-Rees 

William  Sewell 

Lane  Cotton  Winn 

Melanie  Martin 

Patricia  Bates 

Susan  Ferguson 

Valerie  Robideaux 

Jeremy  Jones 

This  prayer  list  is  provided  by 

John  Kavanaugh,  Jr. 

the  office  of  the  Board  of 

Cynthia  Shahan 

Mary  Ann  Stewart 

Ordained  Ministry. 

A  work  team  from  Dexter  United  Methodist  Church  in  Michigan  recently  built  a  24  foot 
by  24  foot  addition  to  a  storm  damaged  home  in  Pecan  Island,  The  group  also  delivered 
75  donated  computers  that  were  delivered  by  truck.  Rev.  Jim  Reisinger,  pastor  of  Dexter 
UMC,  said,  "We  worked  for  four  days  on  the  addition,  then  spent  some  time  working  on 
Pecan  Island  United  Methodist  Church.  Our  26-hour  drive  home  to  Michigan  was  in  con¬ 
stant  rain. The  entire  experience  was  very  rewarding  for  all  of  us."This  project  was  set 
up  through  the  Abbeville  UM  Storm  Relief/Recovery  Station. 


United  Methodist  hurricane  relief  exceeds  $62  million 


By  Elliott  Wright 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  More  than  $62 
million  was  contributed  in  2005  to  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  for 
hurricane  relief  and  rehabilitation  in  the 
United  States  and  wider  Gulf  of  Mexico 
region. 

“Year-end  receipts  from  the  annual  con¬ 
ferences  pushed  the  figure  far,  far  beyond 
what  we  anticipated  in  the  late  fall,”  said 
Roland  Fernandes,  treasurer  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  the  denominational 
agency  of  which  UMCOR  is  a  part. 

UMCOR  had  received  $62.37  million 
as  of  Dec.  3 1 .  All  of  the  money  was  or  is 
being  applied  to  relief  and  rehabilitation, 
primarily  through  the  church’s  annual 
(regional)  conferences  affected  by  the 
strong  series  of  hurricanes  that  struck  the 


Gulf  Coast.  Post-hurricane  work  in 
Guatemala,  El  Salvador,  Mexico  and 
Nicaragua  also  was  covered. 

“In  April,  our  directors  will  make  deci¬ 
sions  about  how  the  balance  will  be 
expended,”  said  the  Rev.  Paul  Dirdak,  the 
executive  in  charge  of  UMCOR  for  the 
mission  board.  “Meanwhile,  UMCOR  has 
responded  1 00  percent  to  the  emergency 
relief  and  rehabilitation  start-up  requests 
made  by  the  annual  conferences,  with  over 
$6  million  expended  to  date.  Our  rehabili¬ 
tation  efforts  will  likely  cover  a  four-year 
period.” 

David  Sadoo,  international  field  staff  for 
UMCOR,  said  the  work  in  Mexico  and 
Central  America  is  an  important  part  of  the 
church’s  hurricane  response.  “We  are 
assisting  there  with  both  relief  and  long¬ 


term  rehabilitation.” 

The  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day,  top  staff  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
expressed  appreciation  to  United 
Methodists  and  their  friends  for  the  out¬ 
pouring  of  support  for  people  and  commu¬ 
nities  affected  by  the  hurricanes. 

“United  Methodists  are  such  caring  and 
generous  people,”  he  said.  “How  thankful 
we  are  that  we  can  provide  major  assis¬ 
tance  to  the  storm-ravaged  areas.” 

The  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Florida, 
Alabama- West  Florida  and  Texas  confer¬ 
ences  were  the  most  severely  affected  by 
hurricanes  striking  the  United  States  in 
2005.  The  first  two  were  the  hardest  hit  by 
Katrina,  which  made  landfall  Aug.  29.  The 
Texas  Annual  Conference  received  the 
largest  number  of  displaced  people  from 


New  Orleans,  followed  by  a  major  hit  from 
Hurricane  Rita  in  September. 

Dirdak  said  the  cash  contributions  are 
only  one  measure  of  the  enormous  United 
Methodist  response  to  the  hurricane  disas¬ 
ters.  In  addition,  tons  of  supplies  have  been 
sent  to  UMCOR’s  Sager  Brown  materials 
depot  in  Baldwin,  La.,  for  distribution  in 
the  disaster  zone.  Thousands  of  church 
members  are  helping  with  cleanup  and 
rebuilding  as  volunteers  in  mission. 

“The  compassion  of  the  United 
Methodist  people  for  those  in  crisis  appears 
to  be  unlimited,”  Dirdak  said.  “It  is  a  com¬ 
passion  rooted  in  thanksgiving  for  God’s 
grace  and  love  and  in  Jesus’  mandate  to 
love  our  neighbors.” 


U  M  Missionary  teaches  deaf  children  in  war  torn  Liberia 


By  Steve  Smith 

David  Worlobah  penetrates  a  world 
without  sound,  where  children  who  cannot 
hear  are  social  outcasts.  His  aim  is  to  give 
them  hope  for  better  lives  in  which  they 
can  communicate  with  each  other  -  and 
with  those  people  who  can  hear. 

A  United  Methodist  missionary, 
Worlobah  teaches  deaf  children  every  day 
in  the  hamlets  and  streets  of  Liberia’s  war- 
tom  capital,  Monrovia.  Many  of  the  deaf 
children  were  abandoned  on  the  streets  by 
their  parents  or  orphaned  from  years  of 
civil  war. 

In  Liberia,  where  needs  are  many, 
teaching  the  deaf  is  a  low  priority,  but  one 
Worlobah  championed  when  he  was 
assigned  by  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 


Global  Ministries  to  the  West  African 
country.  For  many  of  his  47  students, 
Worlobah ’s  teaching  is  the  first  formal  edu¬ 
cation  in  their  lives.  After  spending  two 
years  in  a  one-room  classroom  building,  he 
and  his  students  have  moved  to  a  bigger 
building  with  four  classrooms,  a  bathroom 
and  an  office. 

“This  school  was  opened  purposely  to 
empower  our  unfortunate  deaf  brothers  and 
sisters  by  providing  them  with  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  develop  their  full  potential  in  order 
to  lead  a  meaningful  Christian  life,” 
Worlobah  said.  “Supporting  (the)  deaf  pro¬ 
gram  in  Liberia  is  a  part  of  the  mission  of 
the  church.  Developing  the  lives  of  die  dis¬ 
abled  is  the  work  of  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ. 


“Learning  how  to  communicate  will 
help  the  children  in  our  society  contribute 
to  the  development  of  our  society,”  he  said. 
“If  they  can  effectively  communicate,  they 
will  be  able  to  share  their  own  ideas  and 
will  be  part  of  that  development.” 

Thanks  to  Worlobah’s  Hope  for  the 
Deaf  program,  the  children  can  express 
themselves  clearly  in  sign  language,  and 
they’re  able  to  read  and  understand  the 
Bible.  Worlobah  said  he  worries  about 
what  will  happen  to  this  program  as  he 
struggles  on  a  bare-bones  budget  to  make 
ends  meet  and  make  a  difference  to  those 
who  might  otherwise  be  forgotten. 

Worlobah  operates  his  school  on  a  pal¬ 
try  $6,350,  with  materials,  facilities,  main¬ 
tenance,  and  recently  $100  to  help  with 


teacher  transportation  from  the  Liberia 
Annual  Conference.  His  most  critical 
needs  are  teacher  pay,  curriculum  develop¬ 
ment,  teaching  materials  and  transporta¬ 
tion,  he  added. 

“Our  budget  is  very  tight  in  that  about 
75  percent  of  what  we  need  to  do  is 
depending  on  the  support  of  the  budget,” 
Worlobah  said.  “Our  floors  are  very,  very 
rough,  no  floor  mat.  Our  building  is  made 
of  concrete  bricks  and  plank.  We  are  locat¬ 
ed  at  the  ground  floor.  There  are  no  desks 
in  the  classrooms  and  no  air-conditioning. 
We  do  not  even  have  a  fan. 

“Most  importantly,  we  are  trusting  God 
for  a  bigger  place  as  our  numbers  keep 
increasing.” 
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Banners,  ads  promote  New  Orleans  churches 


Several  communications  projects  have 
been  implemented  to  assist  Louisiana 
churches  affected  by  hurricanes  in  2005, 
and  to  promote  the  efforts  of  the  six  Storm 
ReliefTRecovery  Stations  located  through¬ 
out  storm  damaged  areas  of  the  state. 

New  Orleans  metro  area  churches  that 
are  open  have  received  vinyl  banners  to 
hang  outside  of  the  sanctuary  or  a  main 
building  easily  viewed  by  passing  traffic. 
“The  United  Methodist  Church  is  open. 
Open  hearts,  open  minds,  open  doors.  God 
is  here  for  you  in  the  midst  of  the  storms 
of  life,”  reads  the  message  on  the  4  foot  by 
9  foot  banners  printed  in  white,  black  and 
red.  The  United  Methodist  “cross  and 
flame”  is  prominently  displayed. 

Churches  in  New  Orleans  that  are  cur¬ 
rently  closed  are  receiving  similar  outdoor 
banners  that  carry  the  message,  “This 
United  Methodist  Church  and  its  congrega¬ 
tion  invite  you  to  worship  with  us  at  anoth¬ 
er  of  our  locations,  (suggested  church 
name  and  address  are  inserted  here)  Open 
hearts,  open  minds,  open  doors.”  The 
names  of  the  suggested  churches  have 
been  selected  with  the  help  of  the  New 
Orleans  District  Office  and  local  pastors  to 
point  visitors  in  the  direction  of  the  nearest 
viable  church.  In  some  cases,  closed 
churches  are  already  meeting  regularly  at 
another  location. 

A  10-week  series  of  advertisements  in 
the  church  listings  directory  for  the  Times- 
Picayune  in  New  Orleans  is  promoting  the 
name,  address,  Sunday  School  and  worship 
times  for  all  New  Orleans  metro  churches 
that  are  currently  open.  Each  classified  ad 
boasts  the  traditional  “cross  and  flames” 
logo  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  help¬ 
ing  to  reinforce  the  denominational  identity 
of  each  local  congregation. 

“We  hope  that  these  efforts  will  assist 
churches  as  they  work  hard  to  rebuild  con¬ 
gregations  and  be  in  ministry  to  those  who 
have  found  themselves  without  a  church 
home,”  said  Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  provost. 

Special  efforts  have  been  initiated  to 
thank  the  thousands  of  volunteers  that  have 
visited  and  that  will  be  coming  to  south 
Louisiana  to  help  its  citizens  rebuild. 
Certificates  of  Appreciation,  signed  by  the 
bishop  and  other  conference  representa¬ 
tives,  are  being  presented  to  each  team 
working  in  storm  affected  areas.  Unique 
lapel  pins  have  been  designed  to  give  to 
each  volunteer  as  a  token  of  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  esteem. 

T-shirts  are  in  production  that  will  iden¬ 
tify  the  wearer  as  a  storm  recovery  volun¬ 
teer.  The  shirts  will  be  made  available  to 
volunteers  at  a  nominal  cost,  which  will 
offset  the  cost  of  production. 

Special  banners  will  hang  inside  each 
Storm  ReliefTRecovery  Station,  identifying 
the  station  by  name  and  boasting  an  out¬ 
line  of  the  map  of  the  United  States.  “As 
volunteers  arrive,  they  will  be  invited  to 
sign  the  banner  inside  the  outline  of  the 
state  they  represent.  We  plan  to  use  the 
banners  at  different  conference  events  to 
visually  represent  how  many  people  have 
visited  our  state,  lending  a  helping  hand,” 
said  Rev.  Darryl  Tate,  director  of  the  La. 
United  Methodist  Storm  Center. 


part  of  several  communications  efforts  sponsored  by  the  La.  Annual  Conference.  The  banners,  along  with  advertisements  in  the  Times 
Picayune  newspaper,  will  offer  support  to  churches  working  to  rebuild  congregations  and  minister  to  those  without  a  church  home. 
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revealed /um&elf .  .  . 

and  established  a  covenant  relationship  with 
humankind  in  the  OLD  TESTAMENT. 

^%ketv  ^  esus /  came/ .  .  . 

and  established  a  new  covenant  of  love  in  the 
NEW  TESTAMENT. 

s4nd  it/  has/  not/  stopped  then*/. 

God  continues  to  reveal  himself  to  us  today. 

The  Third  Testament  acknowledges  those  who  make  a 
covenant  to  support  God’s  work  after  their  lifetimes  with  a 
planned  gift. 

If  you  have  included  your  United  Methodist  Church  in 
your  estate  plans,  identify  yourself  to  become  part  of  The 
Third  Testament. 

If  not,  consider  a  planned  gift,  such  as  a  bequest  in  your 
will  or  a  charitable  gift  annuity  benefiting  your  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  become  a  member. 

For  more  information  on  The  Third  Testament  or 
planned  giving,  call  us  or  browse  our  website. 
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Over  $63,000  in  television  ads  will  air 
from  March  29-April  8  in  seven  Louisiana 
broadcast  markets  during  a  Lenten  Igniting 
Ministry  campaign  sponsored  by  United 
Methodist  Communications  (UMComm). 

A  matching  grant  from  UMComm,  in 
addition  to  communications  funds  from 
five  of  the  seven  districts,  will  underwrite 


the  cost  of  the  advertising  which  builds  up 
to  Easter  focusing  on  the  Igniting  Ministry 
theme — “Open  hearts,  open  minds,  open 
doors.” 

“In  this  post-storm  era,  the  people  of 
Louisiana  need  messages  of  comfort  and 
hope.  Through  this  year’s  campaign,  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  can  send 


those  messages  as  we  reach  out  to  the  thou¬ 
sands  of  people  affected  by  Hurricanes  Rita 
and  Katrina,”  said  Rev.  Don  Cottrill, 
provost. 

The  campaign  will  be  supplemented  by 
radio  spots  on  WWL  radio  out  of  New 
Orleans.  “The  talk  radio  format  used  by 

See  Campaign ,  page  3 


Plan  to  Rebuild 


New  Orleans  district  clergy  gathered  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge  to  hear  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  present  a  plan  for  the  rebuilding  of 
New  Orleans  churches  ravaged  by  Hurricane  Katrina  in  2005.  The  plan  was  drafted 
by  the  Appointive  Cabinet  and  an  advisory  committee. 


Bishop  unveils  plan  to  rebuild  churches  in  N.O. 


Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  pre¬ 
sented  a  plan  for  the  rebuilding  of  New 
Orleans  churches  affected  by  Hurricane 
Katrina  during  a  Feb.  23  meeting  of  New 
Orleans  district  clergy  held  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  plan  was  subsequentially  presented 
to  over  350  district  laity  on  March  3  at 
Munholland  WMC  in  New  Orleans. 

The  plan,  drafted  by  the  Appointive 
Cabinet  with  the  help  of  a  “blue-ribbon” 
advisory  committee,  is  based  on  a  system 
of  seven  groups  of  Mission  Zone 
Cooperative  parishes. 


“The  United  Methodist  Church  will 
continue  to  make  disciples  for  Christ,  even 
in  the  most  affected  areas  of  the  city.  New 
Orleans  is,  in  many  ways,  starting  over 
from  scratch.  This  approach  will  treat  the 
devastated  areas  as  a  mission  field,  build¬ 
ing  on  bold,  creative  approaches  to  deliver 
the  Gospel,”  said  Bishop  Hutchinson. 

Those  clergy  wishing  to  be  a  part  of  the 
rebuilding  of  News  Orleans  churches  must 
have  certain  pastoral  characteristics,  said 
Hutchinson.  “We  need  team  players  who 
have  a  passion  for  reaching  people  for 
Christ.  Pastors  must  be  able  to  work  and 


live  in  the  midst  of  change  and  hardship. 
We  need  leaders  who  are  more  interested 
in  people  than  in  buildings,”  he  said. 

Hutchinson  added  that  “out  of  the  box” 
thinking  would  be  critical  for  those  serv¬ 
ing  in  the  mission  zones.  “Pastors  will 
need  to  be  self  starters,  remain  flexible, 
and  possess  tremendous  energy,”  he 
added. 

One  key  requirement  set  forth  by 
Hutchinson  is  that  clergy  families  must  be 
supportive  of  living  within  the  Mission 
Zone.  “There  will  be  no  commuters,”  he 
See  Plan ,  page  7 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

A  Promise  of  Tomorrow 


I  was  talking  with  someone  from  New 
Orleans  the  other  day  and  they  said  they 
had  seen  shoots  of  green  coming  up  in 
the  midst  of  the  gray  muck  and  mud. 

The  individual  said  to  me,  “It  is  a  sign 
from  God,  that  from  this  devastation  new 
life  will  spring.'  I  couldn't  agree  more. 

1  recall  several  years  ago  there  was  a 
Christmas  Eve  fire  in  the  town  in  which 
we  lived.  The  fire  devastated  the  home 
and  the  family  perished  in  it.  The  next 
day  or  so  I  was  walking  by  the  remains  of 
the  house  on  my  way  to  make  hospital 
calls  and  I  will  never  forget  the  sickening 
stench  that  came  forth  from  the  burned 
timbers  and  seeing  the  remains  of  a  few 
Christmas  presents  scattered  in  the  yard. 

It  was  heartbreaking. 

Several  months  later,  when  spring  was 
beginning  to  make  an  appearance,  I  was 
walking  past  the  same  spot.  By  now  the 
charred  remains  had  been  removed  and 
nothing  much  was  there  to  remind  me 
that  a  tragedy  had  occurred.  But  at  what 
would  have  been  the  comer  of  the  house, 
there  was  the  most  beautiful  stand  of 
bearded  iris  you  have  ever  seen.  Their 
delicate,  yet  vibrant,  yellows  and  purples 
made  a  striking  statement.  “Life  has 
returned  to  this  spot.  Death  is  not  the 
final  word.  Beauty,  hope  and  promise  are 
the  dominant  forces  at  work  here.”  It  was 
an  inspirational  moment. 

We  have  been  through  much  in 
Louisiana  these  past  several  months.  It 
indeed  has  been  unprecedented.  I  pray 
nothing  like  what  we  have  experienced 
will  ever  happen  again.  I  don’t  want  any¬ 
one  else  to  suffer  the  consequences  our 
people  have  suffered.  From  state  line  to 
state  line  our  coast  has  been  ravaged  and 
people’s  lives  have  been  altered  forever. 

I  don’t  know  of  any  other  state  that  has 
suffered  so  much. 

And  yet,  in  the  midst  of  it  all,  a  shoot 
of  green  has  come  forth  and  life  is  return¬ 
ing  in  many  ways.  It  won’t  look  the 
same  as  it  did  last  spring.  And  it  won’t 
look  the  same  in  the  spring  of  2007.  But 
isn’t  that  the  beauty  of  life?  Growth  and 
hope  are  never  a  repeat  of  yesterday. 

They  are  always  a  promise  of  tomorrow. 

We  have  introduced  the  plan  of  how 
we  will  deploy  clergy  to  New  Orleans  in 
order  to  provide  pastoral  leadership  and 
needs  for  the  churches  there.  There  has 
been  full  acceptance  of  the  plan  and  there 
has  been  total  rejection.  That  is  the 
human  nature  of  all  things.  However,  the 
plan  we  have  introduced  will  be  the  plan 
we  follow  “for  now.”  It  is  a  plan  that  has 
been  studied,  prayed  over,  listened  for, 
and  discerned  over  a  long  period  of  time. 

It  is  not  a  capricious  offering.  It  is  an 
offering  coupled  with  excitement  and 
conviction  that  if  we  follow  it,  God  in 
Christ  and  through  the  Holy  Spirit  will 
make  United  Methodism  a  strong  pres¬ 
ence  in  the  four  parishes  immediately  sur¬ 
rounding  New  Orleans  -  Orleans, 

Jefferson,  Plaquemines,  and  St.  Bernard. 

The  ministry  that  will  evolve  in  New 
Orleans  needs  all  our  prayers.  We  are 
entering  into  a  mission  zone  and  time  for 


mission  that  we  have 
not  experienced 
before.  So  much  of 
the  city  is  devastat¬ 
ed.  So  much  of  the 
city  is  questionable. 
So  much  about  the 
city  is  totally 
unknown  at  this 
time.  Yet,  in  the 
midst  of  all  that 
uncertainty  stands 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  with  our 
theology  of  grace  and  hope,  and  a  helping 
hand  of  social  justice  that  is  wedded  to 
our  quest  for  piety.  I  am  fully  convinced 
we  are  a  people  of  God  who  have  a 
unique  hope  to  offer  and  when  we  step 
forward  with  that  hope  people  will 
respond. 

The  United  Methodist  presence  in 
New  Orleans  was  strong  before  Katrina 
and  Rita.  It  can  be  stronger  now  as  we 
reorganize  for  a  new  day  and  a  new  chal¬ 
lenge.  1  am  personally  grateful  for  all  the 
United  Methodists  who  are  making 
valiant  efforts  at  restoring  their  lives  and 
their  churches  and  who  are  offering  a  liv¬ 
ing  presence  of  the  living  Christ.  I  can 
never  say  enough  words  of  gratitude  for 
the  fortitude,  commitment,  and  compas¬ 
sion  that  has  driven  our  people  to  rise  up 
like  those  beautiful  iris  at  the  comer  of  a 
burned  out  home.  May  God’s  blessings 
be  with  each  of  you  as  you  continue  to 
put  your  shoulders  to  the  wheel  and  turn 
it  for  God  and  God’s  kingdom. 

Those  of  us  in  other  areas  of  the  state, 

I  ask  for  your  fervent  prayers  for  every¬ 
one  who  has  experienced  the  devastation 
of  Katrina  and  Rita.  We  are  working 
feverishly  in  all  areas  that  have  been  hit. 
But  for  this  point  in  time,  I  covet  your 
prayers  for  our  New  Orleans  brothers  and 
sisters  who  are  entering  into  a  new  way 
of  being  the  presence  of  Christ  in  a 
rebuilding  city.  It  is  going  to  be  a  chal¬ 
lenging  journey,  but  with  Christ  all  things 
are  possible  as  he  strengthens  us  to  be  his 
people  for  this  day. 

As  a  final  thought,  I  encourage  all 
local  churches  to  promote  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  on  March  26.  This  annu¬ 
al  special  offering  funds  the  operational 
expenses  for  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief.  None  of  the  money 
donated  to  disaster  relief  or  specific  funds 
is  used  for  basic  operation  because  every 
designated  dollar  goes  directly  to  the  area 
specified  by  the  donor. 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  has 
benefited  beyond  measure  from  the 
recovery  efforts  underwritten  by  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  Please 
give  generously  to  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  so  that  the  vitally  important 
works  of  UMCOR  can  continue  without 
interruption. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

Bill  Hutchinson 

fell 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


B.R.  District  communicators  meet 


Rev.  Steve  Berger,  right,  associate  pastor  at  Jefferson  United  Methodist  Church  and 
Baton  Rouge  District  Communications  Coordinator,  leads  discussion  during  the  the 
communications  portion  of  the  B  R  District  "My  Job"  training,  held  Jan.  25  at  First  UMC 
in  Baton  Rouge.  A  workshop  on  Pastor/Parish  Relations,  along  with  other  breakout  ses¬ 
sions,  provided  helpful  training  for  local  church  leaders  throughout  the  district. 
Conference  Communications  Director  Betty  Backstrom  presented  a  portion  of  the  train¬ 
ing,  focusing  on  Igniting  Ministry  and  the  importance  of  connectional  communication. 


Full-time  Class  A  preschool  director  needed 

Enthusiastic,  dedicated,  experienced  applicants  send  resume  or  letter  of  interest  to: 
Job  Search,  University  United  Methodist  Church 
3350  Dalrymple  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802. 

Telephone  inquiries:  225-344-0343. 


Free  Handel  music  downloads 


A  free  download  of  the  voice  parts  of 
the  “Hallelujah  Chorus”  is  available  to 
local  churches  in  Sibelius,  PDF,  and 
PowerPoint  for  projection,  announced  The 
General  Board  of  Discipleship.  The  music 
has  been  transposed  down  to  the  key  of  C 
Major  and  re-scored  in  hymnal  harmoniza¬ 
tion  rather  than  choral  scoring  for  congre¬ 
gational  singing.  All  notes  and  text  are  the 


same  as  Handel’s  original  music,  so  it  will 
work  even  if  an  accompanist  has  to  play  in 
the  original  key  of  D  Major  from  the 
choral  score.  Some  keyboard  cueing  is  also 
provided. 

To  obtain  the  downloads  of  “Hallelujah 
Chorus”  from  Handel’s  MESSIAH,  visit 
http://www.gbod.org/worship/default.asp7a 
ct=reader&itemjd=l  5886&loc_id=l  7,823 
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First  UMC  Lafayette  celebrates  UMW  Sunday 


Edna  Hickman,  vice  president  of  La. 
Conference  United  Methodist  Women, 
served  as  guest  speaker  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Lafayette  on  Jan.  22, 
the  celebration  of  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Day. 

“Mission  Alive  is  the  theme  for  United 
Methodist  Women  for  the  year  2006. 
Someone  who  certainly  exuberates  that 


theme  is  Edna  Hickman.  She  upholds  the 
purpose  of  United  Methodist  Women 
which  is  . .to  know  God  and  to  experi¬ 
ence  freedom  as  whole  persons  through 
Jesus  Christ;  to  develop  a  creative,  support¬ 
ive  fellowship;  and  to  expand  concepts  of 
mission  through  participation  in  the  global 
ministries  of  the  church, ’’’said  Margie 
Manuel,  secretary  of  First  UMC’s  unit. 


Dillard  sponsors  spring  break  project 


Dillard  University  is  organizing  two 
week-long  events  designed  to  give  visiting 
college  students  a  chance  to  put  their  intel¬ 
lectual  skills  as  well  as  their  “muscle”  to 
work  in  the  New  Orleans’  recovery 
process. 

Entitled  “Give  New  Orleans  a  (Spring) 
Break,”  the  project  encourages  invited  col¬ 
lege  students  and  faculty  to  spend  their 
spring  break  holiday  in  the  storm  ravaged 
city,  instead  of  relaxing  on  a  beach. 

In  each  of  the  two  weeks,  March  20-24 
and  March  27-3 1 ,  students  and  their 
accompanying  faculty  members  or  admin¬ 
istrators  will  participate  in  work  assign¬ 
ments  in  the  storm  affected  areas  of  the 
city. 

“The  intention  is  to  identify  projects  that 
capitalize  on  skills  college  students  have, 
such  as  computer  work,  in  order  to  put 
their  intelligence  to  work,  as  well  as  their 
muscles,”  said  Rev.  Gail  Bowman, 

Dillard’s  chaplain. 

Work  will  take  place  Monday  through 
Friday  of  each  week,  with  a  panel  presenta¬ 
tion  of  scholar  and  community  leaders  on 
each  of  the  re  ective  Mondays.  On  Friday 
afternoons,  th  re  will  a  Town  Hall  meeting 
at  Dillard,  giving  students  the  opportunity 
to  talk  about  their  experiences,  reflect  on 
them  together,  and  make  suggestions  for 
the  renewal  of  the  region. 

The  project  will  be  based  in  the 
Division  of  Academic  Affairs  with  three 
offices  working  together.  The  Division  of 
the  Social  Sci  nces,  led  by  its  dean.  Dr. 
Marshall  Stevenson,  the  Office  of  Career 
Services,  directed  by  Dewain  Lee,  and 
Office  of  the  University 
Chaplain/Visior  Quest,  led  by  Rev. 

Bowman,  will  sponsor  this  innovative  pro- 

Campaign,  from  page  1 

WWL  radio  offers  almost  continual  cover¬ 
age  of  the  recovery  effort  and  the  latest 
information  in  governmental  decisions  con¬ 
cerning  housing  and  funding.  Displaced 
New  Orleanians  are  keeping  up  with  break¬ 
ing  news  throughout  the  day  by  tuning  in 
to  WWL,”  said  Betty  Backstrom,  commu¬ 
nications  director  for  the  La.  Annual 


gram. 

“All  of  the  sponsors  have  experience  is 
this  kind  of  work.  Dr.  Stevenson  and 
myself  are  two  of  the  three  Dillard  faculty 
members  who  created  a  leadership  course 
exchange  with  the  University  of  Colorado 
at  Boulder  in  2004,”  said  Bowman. 

The  course,  entitled  “Leadership  and 
Responsibility  in  the  21st  Century,” 
brought  nine  CU  students  and  three 
instructors  together  with  nine  Dillard  stu¬ 
dents  for  a  week  in  Louisiana,  followed  by 
another  week  in  Colorado.  “The  subject 
was  water— the  over-abundance  of  water  in 
Louisiana  and  the  scarcity  of  water  in 
Colorado’s  heavily  populated  areas,”  said 
Bowman,  noting  the  irony  of  the  topic  in 
light  of  the  destruction  of  New  Orleans  by 
flood  waters. 

Panelists  for  the  Monday  afternoon  pre¬ 
sentations  will  include  experts  and  educa¬ 
tors  in  the  areas  of  urban  planning  and 
coastal  erosion,  along  with  local  and 
regional  leaders  of  relief  organizations  such 
as  the  American  Red  Cross  and  Habitat  for 
Humanity. 

‘“Give  New  Orleans  a  (Spring) 
Break’will  provide  substantive  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  young  people  to  operate  as  a  force 
for  positive  change  by  participating  in  one 
of  the  most  compelling  events  of  recent 
history-the  reconceiving  and  rebuilding  of 
a  major  American  city,”  said  Bowman. 

While  designing  the  project,  organizers- 
focused  on  the  concept  of  “Beloved 
Community”~a  communitarian  ideal  of 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  “The  ideal  holds 
that  the  Earth  is  part  of  God’s  creation  and 
that  all  people  have  immense  worth  and 
should  be  treated  with  dignity  and  affec¬ 
tionate  care,”  said  Bowman. 


Conference. 

The  conference  wide  television  buy  will 
be  reinforced  by  a  national  buy,  running 
simultaneously.  “The  strength  of  both  cam¬ 
paigns  will  give  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Louisiana  a  strong  presence 
among  television  viewers  during  this  holi¬ 
est  of  seasons,”  added  Backstrom. 


Nominations  Being  Received  for  Sarah  Schoeffler  Award 

The  Sarah  Schoeffler  Award  is  given  to  honor  a  United  Methodist  layperson  or 
clergy  person  who  has  demonstrated  an  ongoing  commitment  to  social  justice  as 
evidenced  in  his/her  community  service.  Nomination  deadline  is  May  1,  2006. 

For  more  information  about  the  award  or  for  an  nomination  form,  please  con¬ 
tact: 

Rev.  Nancy  Wofford,  1901  Lexington  Ave.,  Monroe,  LA  71201;  nancy. wof- 
ford@juno.com(318)  322-4454. 


Advocating  for  Children 


Lorita  Williams  Frank,  right,  participates  in  a  CASA  training  in  the  Baton  Rouge 
office.  Frank,  a  member  of  St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church  and  an  active  CASA 
volunteer,  has  served  as  an  advocate  for  four  years. 


When  a  child  is  removed  from  their 
home  due  to  abuse  or  neglect,  they  are 
taken  away  from  everything  they  know 
-  their  family,  their  home,  their  neigh¬ 
borhood,  their  school  —  and  forced  to 
live  in  a  new  place.  Shortly  after 
Hurricane  Katrina  made  landfall. 

Capital  Area  CASA  Association  learned 
that  nearly  2,000  abused  and  neglected 
children  were  in  foster  care  in  affected 
areas  before  the  storm.  During  a  time 
when  the  magnitude  of  the  disaster  was 
overwhelming,  CASA  volunteers  assist¬ 
ed  the  most  vulnerable  children  —  those 
in  foster  care  —  one  child  at  a  time. 

Lorita  Williams  Frank,  a  CASA  vol¬ 
unteer  and  member  of  St.  Mark  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge, 
knew  that  one  of  the  children  she  works 
with  had  been  evacuated  from  his  New 
Orleans  group  home  but  neither  she  nor 
the  child’s  case  manager  knew  where  he 
went.  As  it  turned  out,  Jamie  (not  his 
real  name)  had  been  moved  to  a  Baton 
Rouge  location  very  near  Lorita’s  home. 
She  immediately  visited  Jamie  to  make 
sure  he  was  doing  well  and  continued  to 
do  so  regularly  until  he  returned  to  New 
Orleans. 

“It  is  important  for  me  to  be  there  for 
the  entire  family  and  to  be  a  voice  for 
the  children  when  they  need  someone  in 
their  comer,”  shares  Frank,  mother  of 
two  and  grandmother  of  four. 

Even  though  many  volunteers  work 
full-time  jobs  and  still  share  their  time 
with  CASA  kids,  Frank  is  retired.  She 
is  heavily  involved  not  only  in  her 
church,  but  also  with  the  children 


served  by  CASA.  “It  makes  me  feel 
vital  to  know  that  I  am  giving  back  to 
the  community  by  showing  love  and 
concern  to  children  who  need  a  little 
push.  When  you  see  children  come  out 
of  their  shell  because  they  feel  validated 
-  it  is  a  wonderful  thing.” 

After  completing  her  training,  Frank 
met  her  CASA  kids  in  November  of 
2002.  To  assess  what  environment  will 
the  safest  and  most  permanent,  she  has 
met  with  everyone  involved  in  the 
child’s  life,  from  the  children,  foster 
parents,  and  even  their  teachers. 

Volunteers  spend  10-15  hours  a 
month  gathering  information  to  help  the 
child  find  a  permanent  home.  They 
bring  these  details  to  the  attention  of  the 
caseworkers  and  judges  who  make  deci¬ 
sions  regarding  these  children’s  futures. 

“It’s  very  frustrating  for  me  to  know 
there  are  not  enough  people  to  help  kids 
like  these,”  Frank  says.  “It  makes  me 
want  to  stay  involved,  and  I  urge  others 
to  get  involved  too.  Many  go  to  bed  at 
night  without  knowing  someone  loves 
them.  As  adults  and  parents  in  this 
world,  we  need  to  constantly  show  love 
and  affection  to  children,  no  matter 
where  they  are.” 

CASA  programs  are  nonprofit 
organizations  whose  volunteers  come 
from  a  variety  of  professional,  educa¬ 
tion,  and  ethnic  backgrounds. 
Individuals  interested  in  becoming  a 
CASA  volunteer  can  call  (888)  567- 
2272,  or  locate  the  programs  nearest 
them  in  Louisiana  at 
www.louisianacasa.org. 
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LA.  United  Methodist  camps  prepping  fo 


Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 


BY  DAWN  AND  JASON  WRIGHT 
CO-SITE  DIRECTORS 

Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  has  tons  to 
offer  for  summer  2006!  Our  summer 
theme,  “BREAKING  OUT  OF  THE 
ORDINARY”  will  challenge  us  all  to  be 
the  person  God  made  us  to  be. 

We  now  have  a  BRAND  NEW  WEB 
SIT  E  -  www.campURC.com  with 
ONLINE  CAMP  REGISTRATION! ! ! 
Also  NEW  FOR  2006  -  Adventure  play¬ 
ground,  Miniature  Golf,  and  Advanced 


Archery.  Our  summer  will  of  course 
include  our  exciting  Praise  and  Worship, 
Challenging  Low  and  High  Ropes  Course, 
Awesome  Food,  Interactive  Bible  Studies, 
Games,  Adventurous  Canoe  Trips  on  the 
river,  Basketball,  Volleyball,  Cool  8  Foot 
Slide  at  the  Pool  including  improved  seat¬ 
ing  area,  and  even  some  additional  bunk 
beds  for  our  cabins. 

We  are  excited  to  announce  that 
Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  is  also  now  fully 


accredited  by  the  American  Camp 
Association  (AC A)  -  the  ACA  Accreditation 
means  that  we  care  enough  about  our  guests 
to  undergo  a  thorough  (over  300  standards) 
review  of  our  entire  operations  -  from  staff 
qualifications  and  training  to  emergency 
management.  ACA  collaborates  with  experts 
from  the  American  Academy  of  Pediatrics, 
the  American  Red  Cross,  and  other  youth 
service  agencies  to  assure  that  current  prac¬ 
tices  at  Uskichitto  reflect  the  most  up-to- 
date,  research-based  standards  in  camp  oper¬ 
ation.  Uskichitto  and  ACA  form  a  partner¬ 
ship  that  promotes  summers  of  growth  and 
fun  in  an  environment  committed  to  safety. 
For  more  information  see: 
www.ACAcamps.org 

SUMMER  EVENTS  AT  URC 

JESUS  EXPLORERS  K  -  2nd  grade 
June  28th  -  29th  $60 

Fun  games,  swimming,  cool  Bible  stories, 
sing  songs,  great  first-time  camp  with  trained 


staff.  Parents  are  welcome  to  come  -  pay 
same  fee  as  camper. 

DISCOVERING  GOD  2nd  -  4th 
Grade  June  25th  -  27th  $105 

Crafts,  games,  hiking,  swimming,  begin¬ 
ning  archery,  fun  Bible  studies  and  songs, 
great  camp  for  first  or  second  time  campers 
led  by  friendly,  fun  and  trained  counselors! 

FAITH  CHALLENGERS  4th  - 
6th  Grade  June  11th  -  16th  $190 

FAITH  CHALLENGERS  TOO 
4th  -  6th  grade  July  9th  -  14th  $190 

Low  ropes  course,  swimming,  huge 
banana  splif  archery,  interactive  Bible 
Studies,  exciting  praise  and  worship  times, 
talent  show,  and  tons  of  other  camp  fun! 

CROSS  TRAINING  6th  -  9th  Grade 
June  18th  -  23rd  $210 

Low  &  High  ropes  course,  canoe  trip, 
exciting  praise  &  worship  times,  talent  show, 


By  David  Brignac 
Director 

Are  you  looking  for  a  Christian  adven¬ 
ture  for  your  children  and  youth  this  sum¬ 
mer?  Camp  Istrouma  offers  an  excellent 
choice  located  on  1 67  acres  approximately 
15  miles  northeast  of  Baton  Rouge  at 
25975  Greenwell  Springs  Road  in 
Greenwell  Springs,  Louisiana.  The  week- 
long  sessions  offer  a  wide  variety  of  activi¬ 


ties  and  opportunities,  including  Bible 
study,  crafts,  talent  show,  skits,  small  group 
character  building  sessions,  and  many 
recreational  activities  including  hiking,  low 
ropes  course,  swimming,  fishing,  blob, 
zipline,  100  ft.  waterslide,  32  ft  climbing 
wall,  and  other  group  games  and  events. 

Our  air  conditioned  lodges  are  modem 
with  individual  bathrooms  and  carpeted 
floors,  with  separate  facilities  for  boys  and 
girls. 

Our  camp  is  supervised  24  hours  a  day 
by  trained  counselors. 

Sessions  are  open  from  Monday 
through  Friday  for  a  six  week  period 
beginning  June  12.  Children  who  have 
completed  second  grade  through  the 
eleventh  grades  are  accepted  on  a  first- 
come,  first-served  basis.  Registration  forms 
are  available  at  all  United  Methodist 
churches  or  may  be  obtained  on  our  web¬ 
site  at  campistrouma  .com.  Additional 
information  may  be  obtained  by  calling 
(225)  665-8008  or  (225)  261-2089. 

Camping  Sessions  for  2006 

Senior  High  -  June  12  -  16 

(Completed  8th  -1 1th  grade  in  2006) 

Older  Elementary  -  June  19  -  23 

(Completed  4th  or  5th  grade  in  2006) 

Junior  High  -  June  26  -  30 

(Completed  6th  or  7th  grade  in  2006) 

Older  Elementary  II  -  July  10  -  14 

(Completed  4th  or  5th  grade  in  2006) 

Junior  High  II  -  July  17  -  21 

(Completed  6th  or  7th  grade  in  2006) 

Younger  Elementary  -  July  24  -  27 

(Completed  2nd  or  3rd  grade  in  2006) 


Camp  Istrouma 
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r  fun,  fellowship,  and  spiritual  formation 


archery,  swimming,  interactive  Bible  Studies, 
huge  banana  split,  and  an  abundance  of  URC 
fun! 

CHRISTIAN  SURVIVOR  6th  -  9th 
Grade  July  23rd  -  28th  $180 

This  is  a  second  year  of  ALL  outdoor 
fun! ! !  We  will  be  sleeping  in  tents,  cooking 
over  the  fire,  canoe  trip,  Low  &  High  ropes 
course,  swimming,  archery,  praise  &  worship 
times,  Bible  Studies,  and  lots  of  fun  outdoor 
challenges!  It  was  a  hit  last  year  -  back  by 
popular  demand! ! ! ! 

ADVENTURES  IN  DISCIPLESHIP 
7th  -  12th  Grade  July  16th  -  21st 

$210 

High  Adventure!  Canoe  trip,  Low  & 

High  ropes  course,  Cool  Bible  Studies, 
Exciting  praise  &  worship  times,  swimming, 
archery,  and  lots  of  hang  out  time  with  all  the 
friends  you  will  be  making  and  the  super 
staff  members  of  Uskichitto  you  will  meet- 
during  the  session. 


Camp  video  available  to  local  churches 

A  video  featuring  the  summer  programs  for  three  conference  camps  is  avail¬ 
able  for  use  in  local  churches.  “I’ll  Never  Forget .  .  .  Summer  Camp” —  pro¬ 
duced  by  Becky  Magee,  a  senior  in  Mass  Communications  at  the  University  of 
Louisiana  in  Monroe — features  directors,  counselors  and  campers  during  the 
summer  of  2005  at  Caney  Conference  Center  in  Minden,  Camp  Istrouma  in 
Greenwell  Springs,  and  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  in  LeBlanc,  La. 

Magee,  who  is  a  member  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Winnsboro, 
said  the  idea  for  the  video  began  during  a  conversation  with  her  pastor  Rev.  Bill 
Moon.  “He  asked  me  what  my  career  plans  were.  I  told  him  that  my  dream  was 
to  someday  own  a  religious  video  production  company.  We  were  preparing  to 
take  a  group  from  First  UMC  to  Caney,  so  that  prompted  Brother  Moon  to  say 
that  he  thought  parents  and  kids  could  benefit  from  a  video  promoting  the  sum¬ 
mer  camp  programs  offered  by  the  annual  conference,”  said  Magee. 

She  approached  her  advisors,  and  an  internship  was  designed  for  Becky 
revolving  around  the  production  of  the  camp  video.  “I  was  fortunate  enough  to 
obtain  grant  funding  to  pay  for  supplies  and  the  rental  of  video  equipment,  which 
belongs  to  the  Communications  Department  at  ULM.  Betty  Backstrom  served  as 
my  contact  with  the  annual  conference  throughout  the  project,”  said  Magee. 

Becky,  who  receives  her  bachelor  degree  in  May  2006,  described  the  summer 
of  2005  as  “just  incredible.”  “To  complete  the  project,  I  spent  six  weeks  of  my 
summer  at  the  three  United  Methodist  camps  in  Louisiana.  I  was  at  the  camps 
every  day  and  night,  except  Friday  nights  and  Saturdays — just  long  enough  to  go 
home  and  wash  clothes,”  she  said  with  a  laugh. 

Magee  was  impressed  by  the  impact  camp  had  on  the  children.  “I  had  served 
on  the  staff  for  the  Elementary  Two  camp  at  Caney  before  that  summer.  I  knew 
the  importance  of  these  programs,  and  the  difference  they  make  in  people’s  lives. 
I  wanted  to  do  anything  I  could  to  boost  camp  attendance  and  to  make  the  expe¬ 
rience  open  to  as  many  kids  as  possible,”  she  said. 

The  internship  convinced  Becky  that  she  has  chosen  the  right  career  path.  “I 
know  that  if  I  can  spend  an  entire  summer —  all  day,  every  day — shooting,  log¬ 
ging  and  editing  video  tape,  enjoying  every  minute  of  it,  production  and  commu¬ 
nications  are  the  right  choices  for  me.” 

Betty  Backstrom,  communications  director  for  the  La.  Annual  Conference, 
said,  “It  was  a  joy  to  work  with  Becky.  The  video  is  very  professionally  done 
and  tells  the  story  of  the  conference  camp  program  in  a  very  compelling  way.  I 
urge  all  local  churches  to  show  the  video  to  children  and  parents  in  their  congre¬ 
gation  to  generate  interest  in  the  program.” 

“I’ll  Never  Forget .  .  .  Summer  Camp”  is  available  on  VHS  and  can  be 
obtained  by  calling  the  District  Offices,  which  have  several  copies  of  the  tape  to 
be  borrowed. 


Campers  sliding  into  a  refreshingly  cool  swimming  pool  is  just  one  of  the  typical  activi¬ 
ties  kids  enjoy  at  La.  Annual  Conference  campgrounds.  Caring  counselors  make  sure 
that  campers  have  a  safe,  fun-filled  and  spiritual  experience  during  their  stay. 


Caney  Conference  Center 


Dear  Parents  and  Campers, 

We  are  preparing  for  a  new  and  won¬ 
derful  year.  We  are  welcoming  some  new 
directors  this  year.  Kristi  Hodges  is  our 
new  director  for  Pre-Camp  as  well  as 
Brock  Bassett  as  our  new  Senior  High 
director.  It  is  our  Soccer  Camps  second 
anniversary  providing  professional  training 
to  kids  and  teams  of  all  ages.  We  have 
made  some  capital  improvements  this  year 
and  continue  to  grow  to  better  provide  you 
with  a  rich,  Christian  atmosphere.  We 
hope  to  see  you  this  summer  and  remem¬ 


ber  new  comers  can  check  out  camp  ses¬ 
sions  information  and  register  at  this  web¬ 
site  www.caneycamp.com.  For  campers 
who  have  been  here  before  you  can  just  log 
in  with  your  username  and  password  and 
sign  up  for  camp  quickly  and  easily. 

James  Parkerson 
Manager 

Caney  Conference  Centre’ 
manager@caneycamp.com 
(318)377-6756  Phone 
(318)  377-6499  Fax 
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Grant  Applications  sought 


How  are  you  reaching  out  to  the  com¬ 
munity  in  your  local  church? 

Are  you  sponsoring  programs  that  pro¬ 
vide  safe  sanctuary  for  children?  Senior 
adults?  Evacuees?  Are  you  coordinating 
educational  outreach  that  addresses  issues 
of  racism,  poverty,  safety? 

Are  you  engaged  in  acts  of  social  justice 
that  work  to  bring  about  peace  and  recon¬ 
ciliation  in  your  area? 

If  so,  you  may  apply  to  the  Conference 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  for  special 
funding  for  your  project.  Each  year  local 
congregations  are  asked  to  participate  in 
Peace  With  Justice  Sunday  and  a  special 


offering.  Peace  with  Justice  Sunday  wit¬ 
nesses  to  God’s  demands  for  a  faithful, 
just,  disarmed,  and  secure  world.  Half  of 
the  offering  received  stays  in  our  Annual 
Conference  to  be  used  as  grant  money  for 
programs  that  strive  to  make  our  communi¬ 
ties  safer,  more  just  places. 

The  deadline  for  grant  applications  is 
May  1,  2006.  For  more  information  about 
the  District  Peace  with  Justice  grants,  or  for 
an  application,  please  contact: 

Rev.  James  Graham,  P.  O.  Box  288, 
Natchitoches,  LA  71457; 
jgraham993@aol.com 
Phone:  (318)  797-2464 


Conference  multi-media  deadline  set 


The  deadline  to  submit  any  multi-media 
presentations  (anything  that  you  want  to 
project  onto  the  screens  -  video,  power 
point,  music,  etc.)  is  Saturday,  April  15.  If 
you  are  a  speaker  or  presenter  at  the  2006 
La.  Annual  Conference,  June  4-7  at 
Centenary  College,  and  you  expect  to  proj¬ 
ect  any  images,  please  send  the  data  CD, 


DVD  or  video  to:  Conference  Media  Team, 
Attn:  Dr.  Mark  Martin,  3715  Youree  Drive, 
Shreveport,  LA  71105. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  concerns 
about  your  media  presentation,  please  con¬ 
tact  Dr.  Martin  by  e-mail 

mark@broadmoommc.org  or  call 
(318)861-0586. 


UM  Volunteers  build  ramp  in  Port  Allen 


A  wheelchair  ramp  was  built  for  Pauline  Stewart's  FEMA  trailer  in  Port  Allen  by  a  group 
of  United  Methodist  volunteers. The  ramp  was  built  in  modules  by  Mel  Percy,  Clint 
Sullivan,  Bart  Graham,  Kevin  Bearden, Tom  Crouse,  and  Mel  Robinson  in  Mel  Percy's 
workshop  in  accordance  with  a  design  supplied  by  Darryl  Guy.  The  ramp  was  trans¬ 
ported  to  Stewart's  trailer  in  Port  Allen  and  the  modules  assembled  on  Sunday,  Feb.  12. 
Teri  Carlin,  Curt  Bailey  and  Mike  Clark  assisted  in  the  final  assembly  of  the  ramp. 


Covenant  UMC  coming  home 


Members  of  Covenant  United  Methodist  Church  gather,  top,  at  a  Jan.  1 5  service 
held  in  the  sanctuary  which  had  been  severely  damaged  by  Hurricane  Katrina. 
Rev.  Ellen  Alston,  pastor,  leads  worship  before  a  crowd  of  75  members. 


Covenant  United  Methodist  Church 
worshipped  in  Chalmette  for  the  first 
time  since  Hurricane  Katrina  on 
Sunday,  Jan.  15.  The  once  flooded 
building  had  been  gutted,  power- 
washed,  and  decontaminated  by  the 
work  of  numerous  groups  over  the 
course  of  several  months. 

A  basic  tile  floor  gave  a  fresh  foun¬ 
dation  for  meeting  space  in  the  sanctu¬ 
ary.  St.  Charles  UMC  in  Destrehan 
generously  provided  50  chairs  for  the 
service.  “We  thought  that  number 
would  be  plenty,  and  then  74  people 
attended!  The  box  for  electricity  on 
the  pole  outside  the  building  provided 
an  outlet  to  plug  in  the  coffeepot  while 
we  worshipped  by  candlelight,”  said 
Rev.  Ellen  Alston,  pastor. 


Communion  was  shared  using  the 
gift  of  new  pottery  communion  ware 
from  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge.  Prayer  shawls  and  the  Upper 
Room’s  special  Prayers  for  Hope  publi¬ 
cation  were  given  to  each  participant. 
“We  prayed  and  thanked  God  for  His 
sustaining  presence  and  provision.  We 
lifted  prayers  in  grief  for  those  lost  dur¬ 
ing  or  since  the  storm,  in  intercession 
for  others  and  each  other,  and  in  hope 
for  guidance  in  the  time  ahead,”  said 
Alston. 

A  second  worship  service  is  planned 
for  1 :30  p.m.  on  Sunday,  March  19  in 
the  church  sanctuary  in  Chalmette.  A 
local  man  plans  to  join  Covenant  UMC 
that  day,  along  with  being  baptized. 
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"Caring  for  God's  Creation"  scheduled 


A  training  event  in  April  will  help 
churches  and  individuals  respond  to  an 
often-overlooked  area  of  stewardship, 
yet  one  that  has  roots  in  Genesis:  The 
call  to  care  for  the  earth  and  its 
resources. 

The  event,  “Caring  for  God’s 
Creation,”  will  be  April  20-22  at  the 
Lake  Junaluska  (N.C.)  Conference  and 
Retreat  Center.  It  is  open  to  “anybody 
who’s  interested  in  caring  for  the 
earth,”  said  Loy  Lilley,  event  coordina¬ 
tor  and  Good  Word  Resource  Center 
director  at  Lake  Junaluska. 

The  early  bird  registration  deadline 
has  been  extended  to  March  1 . 

“In  a  time  when  many  are  compla¬ 
cent  about  the  environment,  a  new 
emphasis  can  assist  the  church  in  taking 
leadership,”  said  Jimmy  L.  Carr,  execu¬ 
tive  director  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Southeastern  Jurisdiction, 
with  offices  in  Lake  Junaluska.  “Local 
church  members  will  leam  effective 
ways  of  being  stewards  of  creation, 
allowing  them  to  be  the  best  disciples 
possible.” 

“The  earth  is  our  home,”  Lilley  said, 
“and  we  need  to  leam  how  to  take  bet¬ 
ter  care  of  that  home  given  us  by  God.” 

The  event  is  sponsored  by  the 
United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction,  the  Ministry 
Team  of  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction 
and  the  Lake  Junaluska  Conference  and 
Retreat  Center.  People  and  churches 
from  any  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  other  geographical  areas  are 
welcome,  Lilley  said. 

This  is  the  first  of  what  will  be  mul¬ 
tiple  events  focused  on  stewardship  of 
the  earth.  “We’re  looking  at  care  of  the 
earth  so  that  it  can  be  more  sustainable, 
and  we’ll  be  moving  next  year  to  what 
we  can  do  (about)  the  causes  of  what’s 
happening  to  the  earth,”  Lilley  said. 

Eleven  workshops  (each  offered 
three  times)  will  cover  such  subjects  as 
sustainable  agriculture,  earth  care  and 
Christian  spirituality,  simpler  living, 
earth  care  and  Bible  basics,  political 
advocacy,  practical  ideas  for  saving 
energy,  and  saving  water. 


Climate  change  will  be  one  of  the 
issues  addressed.  “There  are  those  sci¬ 
entists  who  say,  ‘Don’t  worry  about  it, 
it’s  just  a  cyclical  thing  and  there’s 
nothing  we  can  do  about  it,”  Lilley 
said.  “It’s  happened  before  and  it’s 
going  to  happen  again,  so  don’t  worry 
about  it.’” 

However,  he  said,  if  you  live  on  an 
island  in  the  Pacific,  where  the  water 
level  is  rising,  or  if  you  live  in 
Greenland,  where  the  glaciers  are  melt¬ 
ing,  you  are  concerned,  he  said.  News 
reports  this  month  have  stated  that 
Greenland’s  glaciers  are  melting  at  a 
more  rapid  rate  than  previously 
believed. 

Keynote  speakers  will  include: 

Tom  W.  Mann,  a  United  Church  of 
Christ  minister  who  at  one  time  taught 
Hebrew  Bible  at  Princeton  Theological 
Seminary.  His  most  recent  book  is  God 
Of  Dirt:  Mary  Oliver  And  The  Other 
Book  Of  God. 

The  Rev.  Miriam  Burnett,  vice 
chairperson  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  USA’s  Justice  and  Advocacy 
Commission.  She  is  a  practicing  physi¬ 
cian  and  associate  minister  at  Victory 
AME  Church  in  Atlanta. 

Bishop  Kenneth  Carder,  professor  of 
pastoral  education  at  United  Methodist- 
related  Duke  Divinity  School  in 
Durham,  N.C.  Carder  served  as  the 
leader  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Tennessee  and  Mississippi 
annual  (regional)  conferences. 

Freeman  Owle,  a  Cherokee  story¬ 
teller  and  speaker. 

Participants  also  will  leam  about 
resources  available  in  local  areas,  and 
how  to  develop  a  Creation  Care 
Ministry  at  the  annual  conference,  dis¬ 
trict  and  local  church  levels. 

The  early  bird  fees  are  $65  for  an 
individual  and  $175  for  a  team  of  three. 
After  March  1 ,  the  fee  increases  to  $85 
and  $195,  respectively. 

More  information  is  available  at 
www.sejumc.org.  Click  on  “Events 
Calendar”  and  then  “Caring  for  God’s 
Creation.”  Details  are  also  available  by 
calling  Lilley  at  (828)  454-6750. 
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Saint  Paul  VIM  team  helps  rural  church 


The  pounding  of  hammers  led  to  the 
rebuilding  of  hope  for  a  rural  church  and 
two  homes  in  Freemont,  Louisiana,  this 
January.  Saint  Paul  commissioned  a  team 
of  student  volunteers  to  help  in  the  rebuild¬ 
ing  efforts  following  the  massive  devasta¬ 
tion  of  last  year’s  hurricanes  in  the  Gulf 
region.  With  the  help  of  a  generous  contri¬ 
bution  from  Kwang-Lim  Methodist  Church 
in  Seoul,  Korea,  Saint  Paul  was  able  to 
provide  for  travel  and  food  expenses  for 
the  team,  as  well  as  money  for  supplies  in 
Louisiana.  “It  was  a  blessing  to  have 
financial  resources,  especially  when  we 
found  the  prices  for  building  supplies  to  be 
inflated.  A  can  of  paint  cost  $30,” 
explained  team-member  Alan  Gager. 

When  the  students  arrived  at  Mt.  Zion 
AME  Church  in  Freemont,  they  found  an 
old  church  that  had  flood  damage,  rain 
damage  to  the  ceilings  and  roof,  broken 
rain  gutters,  and  a  butane  gas  tank  that  had 
floated  away  in  the  storm.  In  spite  of  the 
damage,  there  was,  “a  very  real  energy”  in 
the  church. 

The  work  was  hard,  and  because  of  the 

Plan,  from  page  1 

stressed.  “We  must  demonstrate  by  our 
presence  that  United  Methodists  believe  in 
the  city  and  its  future.” 

Thirty-eight  New  Orleans  area  church¬ 
es  have  been  designated  as  part  of  one  of 
the  seven  Mission  Zones.  Each  zone  will 
be  directed  by  a  clergy  team,  headed  by  a 
designated  team  leader.  The  team  will 
work  together  to  develop  creative  ways  to 
bring  church  ministry  to  the  areas  served 
by  the  churches  in  the  group.  “Together, 
with  the  help  of  the  District 
Superintendent  and  the  Cabinet,  the  team 
will  eventually  make  recommendations  on 
the  direction  churches  should  go.  Under 
this  plan,  every  church  has  the  opportunity 
to  determine  its  future,”  said  Hutchinson. 

“For  now,  we  are  not  going  to  close 
any  churches,”  he  stated. 

The  Mission  Zone  plan  targets  church¬ 
es  located  primarily  in  Plaquemine,  St. 
Bernard,  Orleans  and  Jefferson  parishes. 

Appointments  for  clergy  positions 
under  this  plan  will  be  made  in  June  and 
will  take  affect  immediately  following 
annual  conference. 

A  Mission  Zone  Director  will  be  hired 
or  appointed  to  manage  and  work  direct¬ 
ly  with  the  cooperative  parish  teams. 

This  key  individual,  who  may  be  clergy 
or  a  lay  person,  will  be  selected  for  his 
or  her  special  ability  to  lead  the  clergy 
teams  through  challenging  times,  situa¬ 
tions  and  decisions.  The  director  will 
work  in  cooperation  with  the  New 
Orleans  District  Superintendent,  who 
must  also  provide  leadership  to  those 
churches  in  the  New  Orleans  District 
who  are  fully  functioning. 

Station  churches  have  been  assigned  to 
each  Mission  Zone.  These  are  churches 
that  have  a  stable  ministry,  but  are  geo¬ 
graphically  connected  to  seriously  affect¬ 
ed  areas.  Aurora  United  Methodist  Church 
and  St.  Matthews  UMC,  two  of  the  station 
churches,  are  also  serving  as  host  church¬ 
es  for  Storm  Relief/Recovery  Stations 
funded  by  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  and  managed  by  the  Louisiana 


mold,  the  team  had  to  wear  masks.  Still 
they  kept  spiritually  strong  by  gathering 
three  times  a  day  for  devotions  and  prayer. 
After  several  days,  the  damage  was 
repaired,  a  handicap  ramp  completed, 
every  pew  scrubbed,  altar  rails  and  win¬ 
dows  cleaned,  linens  washed,  light  bulbs 
replaced,  trash  collected,  and  flowers  pur¬ 
chased.  In  addition  to  the  church  the  team 
also  helped  to  repair  two  homes  in 
Freemont. 

The  Mt.  Zion  AME  congregation  invit¬ 
ed  the  students  to  gather  at  the  church 
before  leaving  Freemont.  Together  the 
team  and  congregation  members  fellow- 
shipped  over  a  wonderful  Southern-style 
meal  and  had  a  time  of  praise.  “The  pastor 
sang  a  song  of  thanks  that  swelled  from  his 
very  soul,”  said  student  Crystal  Karr. 
“When  he  finished,  there  was  not  a  dry  eye 
among  us.” 

Ray  Vamado,  the  team  leader,  said, 
“Praise  God  for  Dr.  McCoy  suggesting  this 
VIM  trip  and  for  arranging  the  financing, 
and  for  our  volunteers.” 


Annual  Conference.  “The  station  churches 
can  provide  physical  and  spiritual  support 
to  each  team  as  they  take  on  the  challeng¬ 
ing  task  of  re-establishing  ministry  in  the 
affected  areas,”  said  Hutchinson. 

In  addition  to  Aurora  and  St.  Matthews 
UMCs,  station  churches  include  El 
Mesias,  Gretna,  Korean,  Munholland  and 
Rayne  United  Methodist  Churches. 

Churches  in  their  respective  Mission 
Zones  include: 

Group  one.  First,  Grace,  St.  Mark’s, 
LaHarpe,  St.  Phillip’s,  Thompson,  Shaw 
Temple  and  John  Wesley  UMCs; 

Group  two,  Carrollton,  Haven  Trinity, 
Phillip’s  Memorial,  Parker,  Williams  and 
Jefferson  UMCs,  along  with  Tulane’s 
Wesley  Foundation; 

Group  three,  Mt.  Zion,  Peck,  Wesley, 
Felicity,  People’s,  First  Street,  and 
Napoleon  Ave.  UMCs; 

Group  four,  Kenner  First,  Thomas 
(Kenner),  First  (Metairie),  Ross,  St.  Paul’s 
(Harahan)  UMC’s; 

Group  five,  Asbury  (Algiers),  St. 
Matthew  (Algiers),  First  (Algiers)  and 
Boynton  UMCs; 

Group  six,  Hartzel,  Arabi,  Covenent 
(Chalmette)  and  Cornerstone  UMCs;  and 

Group  seven.  Lake  Vista,  St.  Luke’s, 
Brooks  and  Trinity-Gentilly  UMCs. 

Churches  with  a  specialized  focus 
include  Bethany  United  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans  and  Sweet  Lake, 

Cameron  and  Grand  Chenier  UMCs 
which  were  destroyed  by  Hurricane  Rita. 

“It  is  felt  that  Bethany  UMC,  which 
was  moving  to  a  new  location  prior  to  the 
hurricane,  has  a  solid  core  group  that  is 
ready  to  grow  the  church’s  ministry  to  a 
special  level,”  added  Hutchinson. 

Also  under  special  consideration  are  El 
Mesias  UMC  and  Korean  UMC,  serving 
the  Hispanic  and  Korean  ministries  of  the 
La.  Annual  Conference,  respectively. 

Addressing  the  New  Orleans  clergy. 
Bishop  Hutchinson  emphasized,  “The 
power  is  in  your  hands.  We  must  continue 
to  win  disciples  for  Jesus  Christ.” 
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It's  B.I.G.!  New  Sunday  School  Curriculum 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  If  you 
are  having  problems  getting  children  excit¬ 
ed  about  Sunday  school,  maybe  you  should 
“Live  B.I.G.” 

It  wouldn’t  hurt  to  sing,  shout,  laugh, 
act,  dance,  create,  run,  jump,  fly  and  think, 
speak  and  relate  to  a  belief  in  God  either. 

“Live  B.I.G.”  (Belief  in  God)  is  a  new 
Sunday  school  curriculum  being  offered  by 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House  for 
use  in  churches  this  September.  The  inter¬ 
active  program  has  colorful  characters,  cool 
music  and  travel  segments  designed  to  use 
the  three  ways  children  learn  -  hearing,  see¬ 
ing  and  then  living  what  they  learn. 

“We  want  children  to  ask  to  go  to 
Sunday  school  -  to  drag  their  parents  out  of 
bed  to  take  them  to  church,”  said  Maij  Pon, 
director  of  children’s  resources. 

The  average  family  in  the  United  States 
watches  8  hours  and  1 1  minutes  of  televi¬ 
sion  a  day,  according  to  a  report  from 
Nielsen  Media  Research.  Children  are 
growing  up  in  homes  equipped  with  multi¬ 
ple  televisions,  computers  with  Internet, 
video  games,  iPods,  CD  and  DVD  players 
-  many  in  their  own  bedrooms. 

In  2004,  the  Publishing  House  started 
looking  at  those  statistics  and  planning  for 
ways  to  capture  children’s  attention  in  a 
multimedia  world,  Pon  said.  Surveys  were 


sent  to  1,200  churches,  and  more  than  400 
churches  were  selected  as  test  sites  for  the 
curriculum.  College  Heights  UMC  in 
Pittsburg,  Kan.,  was  one  of  the  churches 
that  tested  the  prototype. 

“The  kids  can  hardly  wait”  for  the  new 
curriculum  to  come,  the  Rev.  Ken  Butts 
said.  “It  really  piqued  their  interest.” 

“We  need  a  way  to  bring  kids  into  the 
21st  century  and  assist  teachers,”  agreed 
Patricia  Prillaman,  director  of  Christian 
education  at  Parkview  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Newport  News,  Va.  “It  made  all 
the  difference  in  the  world,”  to  the  children 
in  her  church,  she  said.  “With  this  program, 
they  were  jumping,  singing  and  happy.” 

“Live  B.I.G.”  is  an  annual  resource  with 
12  DVDs,  a  teacher’s  book  and  student 
books.  It  is  designed  to  cover  the  Bible  in 


two  years,  Pon  said.  It  will  be  available  for 
ordering  in  June,  in  time  for  fall  classes. 

Bongo  the  Bible  bird,  Mr.  Z  and  Ms. 
Lucy  help  preschool  children  (grouped  in 
ages  3-4  and  5-6)  through  age-appropriate 
activities  that  include  puzzles,  crafts  and 
booklets  to  take  home  and  share  with  par¬ 
ents. 

Elementary-age  children  (7-8  and  9-10) 
are  led  by  young  teens  and  Anna  in  “The 
Station.”  “Tweens,”  ages  11-13,  participate 
in  the  “Common  Ground,”  a  coffeehouse 
with  host  Will  and  four  teenagers,  T.J., 

Kate,  Julia  and  Micah.  There  is  also  an 
option  for  small  churches  that  may  only 
have  one  Sunday  school  class  for  children 
of  different  ages.  The  one-room  option  uses 
segments  from  the  elementary  age  group. 

Each  month  features  a  “Big  Idea.”  For 
example,  the  October  theme  is  “Jesus  is  the 
Messiah.”  Teachers  get  a  DVD  for  each 
Sunday  in  the  month,  and  each  lesson 
includes  “The  Big  Picture,”  “On  the  Road” 
and  the  “Big  Sound.” 

“The  Big  Picture”  shares  pictures  of 
children  in  different  settings  living  out  the 
week’s  Bible  scripture.  “On  the  Road”  is  a 
video  segment  shot  in  different  locations 
showing  children  and  churches  in  mission, 
and  the  “Big  Sound”  is  music.  Original 
songs  were  created  for  the  preschool  and 


elementary  age  groups,  and  contemporary 
Christian  songs  are  used  for  tweens. 

“I  really  think  this  is  one  of  the  best 
things  to  come  out  of  Cokesbury,”  said 
Suzann  Wade,  diaconal  minister  Chapel 
Hill  United  Methodist  Church  in  Oklahoma 
City.  “I  think  it  will  help  kids  understand 
how  the  Bible  connects  with  their  daily 
lives.” 

Prillaman  said  about  50  children  attend 
Sunday  school  at  Parkview.  “I  think  the 
program  is  excellent,  especially  for  small 
churches.”  The  music  helps  teachers  who 
may  not  feel  they  are  able  to  provide  that 
for  their  children,  she  said. 

Butts  described  his  church  as  “middle 
sized”  but  with  only  32  children  in  Sunday 
school.  They  will  be  using  the  one-room 
class  option.  Another  component  of  the 
program  is  a  Web  site,  www.ilivebig.com, 
which  Butts  said  interested  his  children 
because  they  have  a  computer  room.  The 
Web  site  enables  children  and  parents  to 
expand  the  Sunday  school  lesson  through 
the  week. 

“We  are  planting  the  seeds;  this  is  a  cur¬ 
riculum  the  kids  can  grow  with,”  he  said. 
“We  are  hoping  it  will  stimulate  interest 
and  get  the  kids  to  tell  their  parents  they 
want  to  go  to  church.” 


All  Louisiana  Laity  are  invited  to  experience 

Fasting  and  Faith  Sharing 
in  the  Wesleyan  Tradition 

Led  by  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson 

March  17-  18,  2006 

The  Wesley  Center  (formerly  the  LA  Conference  Center), 

Woodworth 

Registration  will  begin  at  3  p.m.,  on  Friday,  March  17 
concluding  at  1  p.m.  on  Saturday,  March  18 
$52  single  occupancy 
$36  double  occupancy 
$21  off -site  accommodations 

An  offering  from 
The  Bishop's  Office 
in  conjunction  with 

The  Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness 
and 

The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership 
Louisiana  Conference,  UMC 

Deadline  Monday,  March  13th 

Call  for  reservation: 

Cathy  Wimberley 
Wesley  Center  (318)  449-4500 


Confirmation  Day  with  the  Bishop 

March  25,  2006 

10  a.m.  until  3  p.m. 

Registration  Begins  at  9:15  a.m.  &  Program  begins  at 

10  a.m. 

Wesley  Center  -  Woodworth,  Louisiana 

Cost  $20  per  person 

(This  covers  lunch,  t-shirt  &  program  cost) 
Registration  Deadline  is  Friday,  March  17,  2006 
Registrations/Changes  after  March  17  will  be  accept¬ 
ed  on  a  space  available  basis  and  will  be  assessed  a 

$10  late  fee 

i 

La.  Annual  Conference  Clergy 

La.  Annual  Conference  Clergy 

Women's  Retreat 

Spouses  Retreat 

Tues.,  May  1 6, 1 2  noon 

Fri.,  March  10,4  p.m. 

through 

through 

Wed.,  May  17, 12  noon 

Sat.,  March  11, 1  p.m.  j 

The  Wesley  Center 

The  Wesley  Center 

Woodworth,  La. 

Woodworth,  La. 

featuring  keynote  speaker 

featuring  the  theme 

Rev.  Ellen  Blue 

"Story  Lines  and  Vines" 

For  additional 

For  additional 

information,  contact 

information,  contact 

Rev.  Erica  Jenkins 

Allison  Goins 

malumc@bellsouth.net 

(337)  734-2083 
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LSU  Wesley  /  4 
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Three  La.  UM  churches  receive  Igniting  Ministry  grants 


NASHVILLE  -  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Hammond,  First  UMC  in 
Gonzales,  and  Asbury  UMC  in  Bossier 
City,  La.  are  receiving  matching  grants 
from  The  United  Methodist  Church  to 
launch  local  advertising  campaigns 
designed  to  welcome  seekers. 


The  local  schedules  accompany  a  $1.7 
million  national  advertising  campaign  for 
the  Igniting  Ministry  initiative,  which 
begins  March  29  on  18  cable  networks  and 
continues  through  April  15.  A  new  televi¬ 
sion  commercial  entitled  “The  Prayer,”  the 
latest  component  of  The  United  Methodist 


Church’s  “Open  hearts,  open  minds,  open 
doors”  media  campaign,  will  be  utilized 
during  the  Lenten  television  schedules. 

The  local  campaign  by  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  will  include  broadcast 
television  advertisements  totaling  $1 1,070 

See  Igniting  Ministry ,  page  7 


Spring  Break  2006 


~  _ i 

r.'-  '  _  ■ 

1  _ j 

Ui— - j 

55s* 

-  -  ,1  M1 

Virginia  Tech  students  Lisa  Rubin,  front,  and  Scott  Carson,  left,  help  gut  the  interior 
of  Ernest  Franklin's  home  in  New  Orleans  during  their  spring  vacation.  Virginia  Tech 
student  Nick  Milo,  above,  helps  gut  the  interior  of  Mr.  Franklin's  home  in  New 
Orleans.  The  Virginia  Tech  group  was  one  of  several  working  through  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Storm  Recovery  Center.  See  storm  recovery  stories  on  pages  3  -6. 
UMNS  photos  by  Mike  DuBose. 


UM  Church  celebrates  50  years  of  women  in  ministry 


By  Denise  Johnson  Stovall 

A  50th  anniversary  is  a  time  for  celebra¬ 
tion,  and  United  Methodists  around  the 
world  are  doing  just  that  this  year  as  they 
mark  the  jubilee  of  full  clergy  rights  for 
women. 

“Women  have  always  been  preachers  in 
our  churches  since  the  beginning,”  said  the 
Rev.  Marion  Jackson,  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Monclair,  N.J. 

Even  before  the  merger  of  the  denomi¬ 
nations  that  became  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  1968  -  the  Methodist  and 


Evangelical  United  Brethren  churches  -  “all 
were  ordaining  women,”  Jackson  said. 

“However,  1956  was  the  year  that 
women  were  given  full  clergy  rights”  in  the 
Methodist  Church,  she  noted.  That  mile¬ 
stone  was  achieved  by  the  Methodist 
Church’s  highest  legislative  assembly,  the 
General  Conference. 

For  that  reason,  2006  is  “our  year  of 
jubilee,”  Jackson  said. 

“In  fact,  a  resolution  was  made  by  the 
2004  General  Conference  for  all  annual 
conferences  to  observe  this  anniversary.  All 


clergywomen  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church  should  celebrate,”  said.  Jackson, 
also  a  former  staff  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

“We  can  celebrate  that  women  have 
been  appointed  to  the  highest  positions  of 
the  church,”  Jackson  said.  “We  have  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents  and  women  in  episco¬ 
pal  leadership  as  bishops.  They  also  serve 
as  general  secretaries  of  four  of  our  general 
agencies.  (But)  unfortunately,  women  are 
See  50th  anniversay ,  page  7 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

Florist's  Folly? 


When  I  walked  in  the  church  this 
morning  1  was  quickly  conscious  of  the 
flower  arrangement  that  was  placed 
before  the  cross.  There  in  front  of  the 
large  wooden  cross  that  was  so  carefully 
draped  with  a  dark  purple  shroud  was  a 
vase  of  beautiful  purple  tulips  whose 
stems  did  not  support  the  flowers.  What 
looked  like  an  arrangement  that  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  stand  up  erect,  was  drooping  so 
that  the  flowers  took  on  a  uniform  posi¬ 
tion  of  penance  and  submission.  My  first 
thought  was  that  someone  needed  to  get 
some  fresh  water  for  those  flowers! 

Surely  they  weren’t  supposed  to  be  col¬ 
lapsed  like  that! 

As  I  studied  the  flowers  I  listened  to 
the  prelude  rung  by  the  bell  choir.  They 
rang  a  beautiful  and  meditative  version 
of  “O  Sacred  Head,  Now  Wounded,”  and 
the  haunting  words  of  that  hymn  of 
Christ’s  passion  filtered  through  my 
mind: 

“O  sacred  Head,  now  wounded,  with 
grief  and  shame  weighed  down. 

Now  scornfully  surrounded  with 
thorns,  thine  only  crown: 

how  pale  thou  art  with  anguish,  with 
sore  abuse  and  scorn! 

How  does  that  visage  languish  which 
once  was  bright  as  mom!” 

Of  course!  The  flowers  intentionally 
reflected  the  opening  prelude.  Their 
heads  reminded  me  of  the  wounded  head 
of  our  Lord.  They  weren’t  a  florist’s 
mistake  and  out  of  water.  They  were  the 
visual  image  of  contrition  and  grief. 

When  we  entered  the  sanctuary  for 
the  second  service  the  flowers  had  been 
redone!  They  now  were  placed  in  a  vase 
with  a  longer  neck  and  the  beautiful  pur¬ 
ple  tulips  were  in  a  traditional  position  of 
standing  erect  with  their  blooms  focused 
upward.  They  had  indeed  been  a  mis¬ 
take!  Or  at  least  one  person  thought  so. 
This  time  they  portrayed  victory  and 
stateliness  instead  of  grief  and  shame. 

As  I  sat  and  studied  the  new  arrange¬ 
ment  I  was  struck  with  the  thought  that 
maybe  these  Lenten  visuals  were  meant 
to  be  a  progressive  lesson  for  us  -  or  at 
least  they  served  as  such  for  me.  We 
have  a  hard  time  as  Christians,  particu¬ 
larly  as  Protestant  Christians,  with  the 
grief  and  shame  of  Jesus.  We  want  him 
to  be  the  victor  over  the  cross,  not  the 
victim  of  it.  We  want  him  to  conquer  all 
instead  of  being  conquered  by  sin.  We 
want  him  to  stand  tall  among  us  and  lead 
us  to  joy,  peace  and  happiness,  not 
remind  us  of  pain  and  suffering  and  grief 
and  shame.  We  like  for  that  “languishing 
visage”  to  be  “bright  as  mom!”  So, 
when  we  can,  we  take  away  any 
reminder  that  Jesus  was  “pale  with 
anguish”  and  put  in  its  place  a  beautiful 
flower  that  does  not  droop. 

Then  my  mind  took  another  tack. 
Perhaps  it  is  the  role  of  the  church,  the 
body  of  believers  who  are  the  “body  of 
Christ,”  to  serve  as  the  supportive  sur¬ 


roundings  of  Jesus 
our  Lord  and  to  hold 
him  up  in  the  midst 
of  stmggle  until  he 
is  seen  as  the  victor 
and  not  the  victim. 
Perhaps  it  is  the  role 
of  the  church  to  be 
the  longer  neck  of 
the  vase  that  holds 
the  flowering  life  of 
Jesus,  and  gives  him 
strength  in  adversity  and  champions  his 
cause  when  he  is  under  attack.  Perhaps 
we  are  charged  with  being  the  body  that 
supports  the  head  and  that  provides  nour¬ 
ishment  and  strength  when  the  head  has 
been  stricken  and  wounded.  While  the 
body  cannot  function  if  the  head  is  not 
whole,  neither  can  the  head  function  if 
cut  off  from  the  body.  In  some  mysteri¬ 
ous  way  we  are  interdependent  -  the 
head  and  the  body. 

I  must  be  careful  to  say  that  I  am  not 
proposing  some  heretical  thought  that 
Jesus  cannot  be  whole  or  function  fully 
without  the  body  of  the  church.  My  the¬ 
ology  tells  me  that  Jesus  is  able  to  be  all 
and  is  the  beginning  and  end  of  all 
things.  But  doesn’t  our  theology  allow 
for  us  to  conceive  of  ourselves  as  impor¬ 
tant  enough  to  the  presence  of  Jesus  in 
the  world  today  that  we  can  take  on  the 
responsibility  of  supporting  him  and 
holding  him  up  when  all  around  would 
“whip  and  strip  and  hang  him  high?” 
Doesn’t  it  make  some  sense  to  say,  “We 
carry  a  responsibility  for  the  upholding 
of  Jesus  and  we  are  blessed  to  be  the 
neck  of  the  vase  that  holds  his  head  erect 
even  when  without  us  he  would  be 
weighed  down  in  grief  and  shame.”  Isn’t 
it  orthodox  to  say  that  for  us  to  be  the 
church,  the  body  of  Christ,  we  must  do 
our  part  to  glorify  the  head? 

I  didn’t  know  when  I  went  to  be  the 
guest  preacher  this  morning  that  I  would 
spend  many  of  my  moments  before  and 
after  the  preaching  event  in  theological 
reflection  over  a  flower  arrangement! 

But  I  am  grateful  for  the  stimulation  and 
for  the  emerging  lesson.  I  guess  I  will 
never  know  the  intent  of  the  florist.  But 
I  will  long  ponder  and  ruminate  on  the 
lesson  and  intent  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
that  little  botanical  scene. 

The  journey  in  Christ  is  so  filled  with 
brilliant  teachable  moments.  I  am  grate¬ 
ful  to  God  for  every  one  of  them  and 
pray  I  am  worthy  and  somewhat  under¬ 
standing  of  the  truth(s)  that  is  being 
offered.  Life  is  a  constant  classroom  for 
the  things  of  God!  Praise  God  from 
whom  all  blessings  flow. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

Bill  Hutchinson 

fell 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Land 

Katie  McKay,  a  native  of  Baton  Rouge  and  a  student  at  Garrett  Seminary  in  Illinois,  is 
pictured  during  a  January  pilgrimage  to  Israel-Palestine.  McKay  traveled  to  the  Holy 
Land  with  Bishop  Sharon  Zimmerman  Rader,  who  recently  retired  from  the  Episcopacy. 
"We  left  the  area  only  two  days  before  Hamas  was  elected,"  said  McKay. 
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Storm  recovery  underway  in  La. 


Students  spend  spring  break 


helping  hurricane  survivors 


By  Kathy  L.  Gilbert 

NEW  ORLEANS  (UMNS)  —  At  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ernest  Franklin’s  house,  about  16 
students  from  Virginia  Tech  University  are 
tearing  out  walls,  knocking  down  ceilings 
and  pulling  up  carpet. 

The  Franklins’  son,  E.  Dwight  Franklin, 
couldn’t  be  happier.  “My  parents  lived  here 
for  almost  30  years,”  he  says.  On  the  out¬ 
side  edges  of  the  Lower  Ninth  Ward  in 
New  Orleans,  the  Franklins’  home  was  one 
of  many  left  mired  in  mud  and  mold  six 
months  after  Hurricane  Katrina  blew 
through  the  Gulf  Coast. 

Several  of  the  volunteer  groups  coming 


through  the  state  in  March  are  college  and 
high  school  students  on  their  spring  breaks. 

Now  that  the  students  are  working  on 
the  house,  Franklin  says  he  is  beginning  to 
see  some  hope.  “A  month  or  so  ago,  I  did¬ 
n’t  see  any  hope.  It  is  such  a  blessing  to 
have  them  here.” 

The  Franklin  family  is  spread  out  from 
Lake  Charles,  La.,  to  Texas,  he  says.  “My 
mom  has  been  back,  but  my  dad  hasn’t 
seen  the  house  yet.”  He  says  in  addition  to 
his  parents’  house,  his  own  house  was 
flooded  as  well  as  his  grandparents’  house. 

Ivy  Gorman,  team  leader  for  the 
Virginia  Tech  students,  stopped  long 


enough  to  catch  her  breath  after  dumping 
another  wheelbarrow  load  of  debris  on  the 
pile  outside  the  house. 

“We  are  cleaning  up  the  mess,  pulling 
up  carpet,  taking  out  the  kitchen  sink,  the 
toilets,”  she  says.  When  asked  why  she 
would  give  up  a  chance  to  be  relaxing  on  a 
beach  somewhere  for  this  backbreaking 
work,  she  says  simply,  “People  need  help." 

Franklin  watches  the  students  haul  out 
load  after  load.  “Just  look  at  all  this  stuff” 
he  says.  “My  mom  was  a  stuff  person.” 

In  another  part  of  town,  more  students 
from  Virginia  Tech  are  helping  Rita  Taylor 
clear  out  her  house. 


“I  love  if”  she  says  of  the  help.  “I  didn’t 
have  enough  money  to  pay  someone  to 
come  in  and  do  this,  it  is  a  blessing.” 

Taylor  says  this  was  her  first  home  and 
the  storm  took  its  toll  on  her.  “I  lost  every¬ 
thing,”  she  says.  “I  am  going  to  clean  it  out 
and  lock  it  up  and  wait  and  see  what  hap¬ 
pens  during  the  next  hurricane  season.” 

Joshua  Plitf  a  senior  mechanical  engi¬ 
neering  student,  explains  why  he  came  on 
this  trip:  “The  Bible  directs  us  to  help  the 
poor  and  oppressed.” 

After  a  pause,  he  adds,  “I  am  doing  it  to 
glorify  God.” 


Pages  3-6  of  this  issue  of  the  Louisiana  Now!  are  devoted  to  telling  the  story  of  storm  recovery  in  Louisiana, 
which  was  ravaged  by  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita  during  the  fall  of  2005.This  special  supplement  features 
only  a  small  part  of  the  story,  which  stretches  across  the  entire  southern  region  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  You  will  read  about  the  efforts  of  several  of  the  six  United  Methodist  Storm  Stations  who  are 
doing  a  heroic  job  in  providing  aid  to  those  who  need  it  most.  You  will  find  out  about  college  students  from 
across  the  nation  who  chose  to  spend  their  spring  break  helping  with  storm  recovery  instead  of  soaking  up 
the  sun  in  Florida.  You  will  meet  some  of  the  people  whose  leadership  through  the  United  Methodist  effort 
is  making  the  cleanup  and  repair  efforts  possible.  Future  supplements  will  focus  on  other  storm  stations 
and  other  affected  areas  as  the  Louisiana  Now!  attempts  to  keep  its  readers  informed  of  the  progress. 


Clockwise  from  above,  Virginia  Tech  students  Lisa  Rubin  (left)  and  Rachel  St.  John  help  gut  the  interior  of 
Ernest  Franklin's  home  in  New  Orleans  during  their  spring  vacation.  E.  Dwight  Franklin  helps  with  the  gut¬ 
ting  of  his  parents'  home  in  New  Orleans  six  months  after  Hurricane  Katrina.  Virginia  Tech  student  Ivy 
Gorman  (background)  was  part  of  a  team  from  her  school  working  through  the  La.  United  Methodist  Storm 
Recovery  Center.  Shannon  Geiger,  a  student  from  Virginia  Tech  on  spring  vacation,  helps  gut  a  home.  UMNS 
photos  by  Mike  DuBose 
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LSU  Wesley  Foundation  works  on  a  home  in  St.Bernard  Parish 


Thirty  Louisiana  State  University  Wesley  Foundation  students  gutted  a  St.  Bernard  Parish  home  which  was 
flooded  during  Hurricane  Katrina. The  group  tore  out  carpet,  ceilings  and  walls  and  removed  personal 
belongings  on  the  Feb.  1 1  work  mission.  LSU's  Wesley  Foundation  students  have  had  service  days  in  Slidell, 
New  Orleans  and  St.  Bernard.  Photos  by  Shawn  Anglim 


University  of  Toledo  students  lend  aid 


Approximately  200  University  of  Toledo  students,  faculty  and  staff  spent  their 
spring  break  assisting  with  storm  recovery  in  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana 
and  Texas.  The  group,  pictured  at  Epps  United  Methodist  Church  in  Monroe,  was 
hosted  by  Epps  UMC  and  Pioneer  UMC,  also  in  Monroe,  as  they  made  their  way 
south  to  help  with  restoration  projects. 


Lake  Charles  Storm  Recovery  Station 


Brandi  Russell,  director  of  the  Lake  Charles  UM  Storm  Station  at  University  United 
Methodist  Church,  is  pictured  above  during  a  March  1 2  interview  with  United 
Methodist  conference  communicators  from  throughout  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction. The  communicators  toured  Lake  Charles  and  the  surrounding  areas 
impacted  by  Hurricane  Rita  last  fall.  The  group  spoke  with  storm  station  staff  mem¬ 
bers  and  interviewed  one  of  the  homeowners  helped  by  work  teams  sent  through 
station. The  group  is  disseminating  photos,  feature  stories  and  videos  comprised  of 
the  information  gathered  on  the  trip  through  their  respective  conference  media 
and  national  United  Methodist  outlets. _ 
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Slidell  storm  station  making  progress 


BY  BYRON  MINOR 

The  Slidell  Storm  Recovery  Station, 
housed  at  Aldersgate  United  Methodist 
Church,  has  made  a  significant  impact  on 
storm  recovery  efforts  in  Tangipahoa,  St. 
Tammany  and  Washington  Parishes. 
Volunteers  dispatched  from  the  station  can 
be  seen  gutting  homes  and  repairing 
sheetrock,  along  with  a  myriad  of  construc¬ 
tion  related  activities  throughout  these 
three  storm  ravaged  parishes. 

Jim  Bailey,  director  of  the  Slidell 
Station,  said  “Our  goal  is  to  move  folks 
back  into  their  homes  as  quickly  as  possi¬ 
ble.  This  is  the  most  rewarding  work  I  have 
ever  done;  1  feel  like  I’m  making  an  impact 
on  peoples’  lives  every  day.” 

Approximately  250  homes  have  been 
repaired  with  residents  moved  back  in  to 
their  restored  dwellings.  “We  are  able  to 
stretch  every  dollar  donated  by  a  factor  of 
three  to  four  times  with  the  use  of  volun¬ 
teer  labor,  donated  tools,  and  donated  or 
discounted  materials.  We’ve  had  a  tremen¬ 
dous  response  from  local  businesses  and 
churches  with  these  kinds  of  donations. 
Bailey  estimates  that  recovery  efforts  in  the 
Slidell  area  will  take  around  five  years  to 
complete.  He  is  optimistic  about  funding, 
and  is  also  encouraged  by  the  large  num¬ 


ber  of  construc¬ 
tion  supervisors 
and  volunteers 
available  for 
projects. 

During  the 
first  months 
after  Hurricane  Jim  BaileV  and  Pat  McQueen 
Katrina  hit,  the  center  primarily  assisted 
those  in  need  by  distributing  food,  cleaning 
supplies  and  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  (UMCOR)  flood  buckets.  The 
rebuilding  of  homes  began  in  January.  “At 
any  time,  1 5  to  20  homes  are  being  worked 
on  at  the  same  time.  The  projects  are  prior¬ 
itized  on  a  needs  basis. 

Long-term  volunteer  Richard  “Dick” 
Twitty  has  been  volunteering  at  the  Slidell 
Station  since  Nov.  1 .  A  retiree  from  Eureka, 
Cal.,  Dick  and  his  wife  Jean  have  spent  six 
months  assisting  with  the  recovery  effort. 
His  experience  as  a  contractor  and  engineer 
uniquely  qualify  him  to  serve.  When  asked 
what  inspired  him  to  come  to  Louisiana, 
Dick  replied,  “  I  watched  the  storm  on  the 
news  and  I  thought  if  I  helped  one  person, 

I  would  have  made  a  big  difference”.  Six 
months  later,  Twitty  has  helped  quite  a  few 
people.  “I  can  look  back  on  this  and  feel 
positive  about  this  experience.” 


Jake  McGlothin  directs  the  Westbank  Station  of  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Storm  Recovery  Center.  The  center  directs  the  activities  of  thousands  of  volun¬ 
teers  working  to  help  survivors  of  Hurricane  Katrina.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike 
DuBose. 


Aurora  Storm  Station: 'Tell  Kathy  Jesus  brought  some  food/ 


ALGIERS,  La.  (UMNS)  —  Kathy 
Powers  gets  to  her  office  at  7:15  every 
morning  and  waits  for  God  to  walk  through 
the  door. 

“I  am  anxious  to  start  work,  knowing 
that  at  some  point  in  the  day,  God  is  going 
to  make  his  presence  known  to  me,  either 
through  a  volunteer  that  shows  up  unan¬ 
nounced  or  someone  calling  to  help  us  ful¬ 
fill  a  need  that  maybe  we  didn’t  even  know 
we  had  yet,”  she  says.  “We  do  high  fives 
around  the  office  all  day  shouting,  ‘Wahoo! 
There  he  is  again.’” 

Powers  is  the  volunteer  coordinator  for 
the  Westbank  storm  station,  one  of  six 
relief/recovery  stations  set  up  by  the 
Louisiana  Annual  (regional)  Conference 
after  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita  hit  the 


state  in  August  and  September  2005. 

In  a  previous  life,  Powers  was  the  youth 
minister  at  Aurora  United  Methodist 
Church,  where  the  storm  station  is  based. 
She  still  does  that  job  but  the  numbers  of 
youth  in  the  program  have  dwindled. 

Aurora  had  about  $400,000  worth  of  dam¬ 
age  after  Hurricane  Katrina. 

Jake  McGlothin,  the  center’s  director, 
grew  up  in  the  church  and  was  one  of 
Powers’  former  youth  members.  In  his  pre¬ 
vious  life,  he  worked  for  the  Peace  Corps 
for  a  year  after  graduating  from  college. 

“God  sends  random  people”  into  the 
center.  Powers  says.  People  like  “George  of 
the  Parking  Lot”  or  “Dick  from  Holland,” 
McGlothin  adds.  Those  volunteers  often 
bring  with  them  just  the  materials  or 


expertise  needed  at  the  moment. 

A  casual  meeting  at  a  friend’s  birthday 
party  brought  “Sal”  into  the  center’s  orbit. 
Powers  said  Sal  introduced  himself  to  her 
and  asked  if  the  center  was  ever  in  need  of 
food.  He  works  for  a  local  grocery  store, 
finding  places  to  donate  food  that  is  slight¬ 
ly  damaged  in  delivery. 

One  recent  morning  he  showed  up  at  the 
church’s  back  door  with  a  shipment  of  soft 
drinks  and  canned  goods.  “Tell  Kathy  Jesus 
brought  some  food,”  he  said.  The  flustered 
volunteer  finally  asked  him,  “What  earthly 
vessel  should  I  tell  her  Jesus  used  for  this 
delivery?” 

The  Westbank  station  has  858  open 
cases  right  now,  meaning  858  houses  in 
urgent  need  of  work,  McGlothin  says.  “We 


have  the  biggest  area  and  the  one  with  the 
most  devastation,  including  the  Lower 
Ninth  Ward.” 

During  the  week  of  March  6,  the  church 
was  home  to  more  than  100  people.  Four 
or  five  houses  were  gutted  in  the  first  day, 
he  added.  More  than  1 ,000  volunteers  are 
scheduled  to  come  through  the  center  by 
the  end  of  March. 

Powers  handles  orientation  for  the 
groups  and  reminds  them  to  “Be  respectful 
and  compassionate;  this  is  someone’s 
home.”  Homeowners  or  a  family  member 
are  on  site  with  the  volunteers. 

McGlothin  says  he  is  learning  to  be 
patient  and  flexible.“This  is  truly  the  best 
job  I  have  ever  had  and  probably  ever  will 
have  because  of  the  work  we  are  doing.” 


Pecan  Island  UMC  celebrates  the  rededication  of  their  church  facility 


Pecan  Island  UMC,  severely  damaged  by  Hurricane  Rita,  was  recently  re-dedicated  during  a  worship  service  in  the  restored  sanctuary.  Left,  John  Hutchinson  addresses 
the  congregation  of  Pecan  island  UMC.  Center,  Sarah  Schoeffler  and  John  and  Gwen  Hutchinson  stand  behind  the  pulpit.  Right,  A  large  crowd  of  church  members,  visitors 
and  volunteers — including  the  staff  of  the  Abbeville  Storm  Recovery  Station — filled  Pecan  Island  UMC  for  the  celebration. 
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Pastor  helps  church,  conference 


The  Revs.  Darryl  Tate  (left)  and  Marva  Mitchell  visit  together  outside  the  Uptown 
Station  of  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Storm  Recovery  Center  in  New  Orleans. 
Mitchell,  pastor  of  Felicity  United  Methodist  Church,  directs  the  station  and  Tate  is 
director  of  the  center.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose. 

Rev.  Marva  Mitchell  leading  Felicity  UMC  back 


BY  KATHY  L.  GILBERT 

NEW  ORLEANS  (UMNS)  —  The  Rev. 
Darryl  Tate,  director  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Louisiana  Conference 
Storm  Recovery  Center,  is  good  at  “going 
with  the  flow”  and  “keeping  his  cool” 
since  Hurricane  Katrina  ripped  through  the 
Gulf  Coast  in  August  and  the  17th  Street 
Canal  broke  in  New  Orleans  flooding  his 
Lakeview  church  and  home. 

St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church, 
where  Tate  was  senior  pastor  before  the 
storm,  is  back  open  and  holding  services. 
The  original  sanctuary,  with  a  floor-to-ceil- 
ing  stained-glass  wall,  is  clean  but  empty. 
Services  are  held  in  a  small  room  next 
door. 

The  90-plus  congregation  sit  in  metal 
folding  chairs  instead  of  on  purple  pew 
cushions,  but  life  is  returning  to  the  church. 
Roses  are  blooming  in  the  courtyard. 

“They  are  hoping  to  have  the  nursery 
open  by  late  summer  or  September,”  Tate 
says.  “A  family  camp  is  set  for  the  last 
weekend  of  March.” 

Continuing  his  tour  through  the  wall¬ 
less  bottom  floor  of  the  church,  Tate  says 
help  has  poured  into  the  church  from 
across  the  country.  Queen  Anne  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Seattle  has  pledged  to 
raise  $20,000  as  part  of  its  1 00th  anniver¬ 
sary  this  year  for  St.  Luke’s.  Trinity- 
Gentilly,  a  nearby  United  Methodist 
church,  donated  school  supplies  for  the 
church  school  when  it  reopens. 

Tate  will  not  be  returning  as  pastor  at 
St.  Luke’s  but  will  continue  in  his  role  as 
the  conference’s  storm  recovery  director. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson,  who 
leads  the  Louisiana  Conference,  has 
announced  a  mission-based  plan  for 
rebuilding  New  Orleans’  United  Methodist 
churches  affected  by  Hurricane  Katrina. 

The  plan  —  which  does  not  call  for  any 
church  closings  at  this  point  —  is  based  on 
a  system  of  seven  groups  of  Mission  Zone 
Cooperative  Parishes. 

Thirty-eight  New  Orleans-area  churches 
have  been  identified  for  the  seven  Mission 
Zones.  Each  zone  will  be  directed  by  a 
clergy  team,  headed  by  a  designated  team 
leader.  The  team  will  develop  creative 
ways  to  bring  church  ministry  to  the  areas 
served  by  the  churches  in  the  group. 


Lake  Vista,  St.  Luke’s,  Brooks  and 
Trinity-Gentilly  will  form  Group  Seven  in 
the  new  plan. 

“It  really  puts  the  power  back  in  the 
hands  of  the  people,”  Tate  says. 

Six  storm  relief/recovery  stations  have 
been  set  up  in  the  state:  Eastbank, 
Westbank,  Uptown,  Slidell,  Lake  Charles 
and  Abbeville.  An  executive  case  manager 
will  be  based  in  New  Orleans,  and  each 
station  has  a  director,  assistant  director, 
volunteer  coordinator  and  case  managers. 

“Slidell  is  well  into  rebuilding,  New 
Orleans  is  still  gutting  and  mucking, 
Abbeville  and  Lake  Charles  are  close  to 
rebuilding,”  Tate  says. 

By  the  end  of  March,  1  million  volun¬ 
teer  hours  representing  the  work  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  people  will  have  been  clocked  by 
the  conference,  bringing  in  $20.4  million  in 
in-kind  services,  Tate  notes.  “The  general 
church  has  been  great.” 

Walking  through  the  remains  of  his 
once  “pretty  little  house,”  Tate  is  grateful 
for  the  kindness  shown  to  him  and  his  fam¬ 
ily  as  they  recover  from  the  storm  that  took 
most  of  their  possessions. 

Bishop  Violet  Fisher,  New  York  West 
Area,  brought  a  team  of  21  to  New  Orleans 
and  cleaned  out  Tate’s  home  and  the  home 
of  the  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson,  New 
Orleans  District  superintendent. 

Fisher  says  she  found  credit  cards  in  the 
street  and  clothes  in  the  closet  with  the 
price  tags  still  attached.  “His  personal  stuff 
was  just  scattered  everywhere,”  she  says. 

Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  has  donated  its  parsonage  to 
Tate  and  his  family.  The  parsonage  Tate 
lived  in  was  destroyed.  He  received  a 
check  for  $305.05  to  cover  the  contents  of 
his  refrigerator  and  nothing  else. 

“We  have  been  in  six  houses  in  the  past 
six  months,”  he  says.  “We  will  move  into 
our  new  home  March  3 1 .” 

Tate  is  concerned  about  the  next  hurri¬ 
cane  season,  which  starts  in  June.  He  is 
putting  into  place  a  plan  whereby  every 
pastor  will  have  contact  with  another  pas¬ 
tor  in  the  state,  in  case  a  storm  knocks  out 
communication  as  in  2005.  “I  want  every 
pastor  in  the  south  to  have  a  contact  in  the 
north,”  he  says. 


NEW  ORLEANS  (UMNS)  —  Felicity 
United  Methodist  Church  was  just  starting 
to  see  daylight  again  when  Hurricane 
Katrina  came  to  town  and  blew  away  its 
hope.  The  Rev.  Marva  L.  Mitchell,  pastor 
of  Felicity  for  the  past  20  years  and  the 
church’s  first  African-American  minister, 
says  the  congregation  has  been  struggling 
in  the  past  few  years  and  had  just  started 
coming  back  to  life  by  renting  out  the  fel¬ 
lowship  hall  to  a  children’s  theater. 

“Our  membership  has  been  on  the 
decline,  and  we  really  only  had  about  10  to 
1 5  in  worship  on  Sundays,”  she  says.  Life 
was  coming  back  to  the  church  with  the 
children’s  theater  and  other  groups  that 
were  renting  rooms  in  the  building. 

Since  Hurricane  Katrina  struck  Mitchell 
is  directing  the  Uptown  storm  station,  and 
the  parsonage  next  door  to  the  church  is 
housing  volunteers.  Mitchell  hopes  the 
damaged  church  can  be  saved  and  used  to 
house  volunteers  coming  to  New  Orleans 
to  help  restore  the  city. 

The  church,  on  the  state’s  historic  reg¬ 
istry,  was  built  in  1848.  It  was  first  known 
as  the  Flatboat  Church  because  it  was  built 
from  broken-up  flatboats.  Fire  destroyed 
the  church  in  1887,  but  the  congregation 
rebuilt  in  1888.  That  was  followed  by  a 
worse  disaster  in  the  early  1900s,  as  yellow 
fever  swept  through  New  Orleans,  killing 
every  member  of  the  congregation.  The 
church  was  converted  to  a  morgue, 

Mitchell  says. 

A  glass  case  downstairs  contains  church 
records  dating  back  to  the  1880s.  One 
poignant  letter  among  the  Sunday  school 
class  rolls  and  other  records  reads:  “Lord 
Jesus,  my  prayer  is  just  simple:  I  want  to 
marry.  1  want  to  have  a  really  happy  mar¬ 
riage.  But  it  seems  I  haven’t  yet  met  the 
right  person.  Help  me,  Lord,  to  find  the 
right  person.  Please  Lord  I  need  a  spouse.  I 
am  very  lonely.  Amen  and  Amen.” 

Today,  the  beautiful  historic  church  has 
a  huge  hole  in  the  roof  of  its  tower,  cour¬ 
tesy  of  Hurricane  Katrina.  The  original 
hand-carved  pulpit  and  wooden  pews  stand 
untouched  so  far.  The  gallery,  where  slaves 
attended  church  while  their  masters  sat  in 


the  pews  below,  looms  above  the  back  of 
the  sanctuary.  The  pipe  organ,  installed  in 
1888,  has  been  disassembled  by  the 
National  Organ  Society,  but  members  hope 
it  will  someday  reclaim  its  place  of  honor 
behind  the  pulpit. 

A  temporary  blue  tarp  flaps  loudly  in 
the  wind.  It  was  placed  over  the  hole  but 
strong  winds  have  ripped  its  hold. 

Church  member  Judy  McAlister  sadly 
shakes  her  head.  “You  should  see  it  when  it 
rains,”  she  says.  “Water  just  pours  in.” 

An  ecumenical  volunteer  group  from 
Three  Rivers,  Mich.,  was  working  on  the 
church,  Mitchell’s  home  and  other  houses 
during  the  week  of  March  6. 

“New  Orleans  has  no  hope  if  you  are 
not  here,”  prayed  the  Rev.  JoAnn  Mundy, 
pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Three 
Rivers,  as  the  group  prepared  to  go  out  for 
the  day.  “Use  us  as  your  hands  and  feet.” 

Members  of  Three  Rivers  Area  Faith 
Community  —  four  pastors  from  different 
denominations  and  members  of  eight  con¬ 
gregations  —  were  sleeping  in  bunk  beds 
in  the  upstairs  portion  of  what  was  once 
Felicity  Church’s  parsonage. 

The  group  also  donated  the  material  and 
time  to  install  bathrooms  in  the  Uptown 
storm  center.  During  their  stay,  McAlister 
took  the  group  on  a  tour  of  churches  and 
homes  destroyed  in  the  storm  and  flood. 

The  group  was  overwhelmed  by  the 
destruction. 

“It  was  helpful  to  see  houses  piled  on 
top  of  each  other,  to  see  the  neighbor¬ 
hoods,”  she  says.  “If  you  can’t  see  it,  you 
can’t  feel  it.  Three  Rivers  will  feel  it  when 
we  go  back  and  tell  them.” 

Before  Mitchell  became  director  of  the 
Uptown  storm  center,  she  was  a  client,  she 
says.“I  paid  someone  $1,800  to  take  out 
my  furniture,  and  it  was  a  swindle,”  she 
says.  “They  just  took  my  money.” 

Mitchell  is  happy  to  be  directing  volun¬ 
teer  groups  that  are  helping  rebuild  her 
hometown.  “The  elderly  members  of  my 
congregation  are  not  coming  back,”  she 
says.  “But  I  hope  the  church  will  still  have 
another  life.” 


A  blue  tarp  flaps  over  the  open  roof  at  Felicity  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans. 
The  historic  church  was  heavily  damaged  by  Hurricane  Katrina.  It  is  now  being  repaired 
and  modified  to  house  volunteer  relief  workers.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose. 
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still  a  minority  among  lead  pastors  of  large 
churches  ( 1 ,000  or  more  in  worship  atten¬ 
dance).  The  struggles  in  the  future  are  the 
struggles  of  the  past.” 

Before  they  became  a  presence  in  the 
clergy,  women  were  active  in  lay  min¬ 
istries  throughout  Methodism’s  history. 

“Women  took  seriously  their  call  to 
social  justice  ministry  and  stood  together 
in  opposition  to  lynching,  segregation, 
and  racism  within  church  and  society,” 
said  Jan  Love,  top  executive  of  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 
New  York. 

Love  is  an  example  of  a  laywoman 
who  has  served  in  many  roles  both  in  the 
church  and  ecumenically.  Before  becom¬ 
ing  chief  executive  of  the  Women’s 
Division  in  2004,  she  taught  for  22  years 
at  the  University  of  South  Carolina.  She 
had  served  on  the  Board  of  Missions,  later 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  from  1970 
to  1976,  as  well  as  on  the  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  United  Methodist  Commission 
on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns,  Church  World  Service  and  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 

As  head  of  the  Women’s  Division,  she 
is  responsible  for  administering  United 
Methodist  Women,  a  large-membership 
organization  with  chapters  in  churches 
around  the  world. 

“We  know  that  God  can  use  ordinary 
people  to  accomplish  extraordinary 
things,  and  as  laywomen  in  mission. 
United  Methodist  Women  have  been 
accomplishing  great  things  for  God  for 
more  than  136  years,”  Love  said. 

“It  began  with  women  sending  out 
missionaries  to  India  to  meet  the  needs  of 


women  and  children  there,”  she  said.  “It 
continued  with  laywomen  recognizing 
needs  in  their  communities  at  home  and 
organizing  to  meet  those  needs  through 
home  missionary  societies,  orphanages, 
community  centers,  schools,  hospitals  and 
immigrant  homes. 

“Today,  women  continue  the  legacy  of 
this  work.  They  educate  themselves  for 
mission;  they  act  to  change  injustices  in 
their  local  communities,  as  well  as  nation¬ 
ally  and  globally;  and  they  support  mis¬ 
sion,  as  it  has  evolved  and  changed, 
which  their  foremothers  began.” 

M.  Garlinda  Burton,  top  executive  of 
the  United  Methodist  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women,  is  a  living 
witness  to  the  power  of  being  mentored 
by  strong  Methodist  women.  A  native  of 
North  Carolina,  Burton  fondly  remembers 
the  dedicated  lay  service  of  her  mother, 
Margaret  Burton.  In  addition  to  being 
chief  executive  of  the  commission,  based 
in  Chicago,  Burton  belongs  to  a 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  church.  She  tells  the 
story  of  how  “the  tables  were  turned” 
when  that  congregation  learned  its  pastor, 
a  clergywoman,  was  accepting  another 
United  Methodist  appointment. 

“Our  previous  pastor  was  a  woman  of 
many  gifts,”  she  said.  “When  it  was 
announced  that  she  was  leaving  and  that 
our  male  associate  would  become  senior 
pastor,  one  of  my  9-year-old  male  Sunday 
school  students  turned  to  me  and  said, 
‘Miss  Garlinda,  1  didn’t  know  men  could 
be  preachers!”’ 

The  next  edition  of  Louisiana  Now! 
will  feature  several  of  the  women  serving 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  as 
ordained  clergy. 


Bennett  College  for  Women 


The  Bennett  College  for  Women's  Choir  performed  a  concert  March  6  at  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  as  part  of  their  "Katrina  Outreach  Project:  Our  Gift  of 
Music"  during  the  choir's  spring  tour  to  areas  impacted  by  last  summer's  hurri¬ 
canes.  The  choir's  inspiring  performance  was  well  received  by  a  large  audience  in  the 
church's  sanctuary  as  they  performed  music  from  classical,  spiritual,  gospel,  and  con¬ 
temporary  musical  repertoires.  The  choir  is  directed  by  Valerie  Johnson  and  the 
accompanist  is  Dr.  Stephanie  Lawrence-White,  both  members  of  the  Bennett  College  for 
Women  music  faculty.  The  concert  was  co-hosted  by  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church 
and  La  Capitale  Chapter  of  the  Links,  Inc.,  a  women's  service  organization.  The  choir's 
tour  included  concerts  in  Meridian  and  Hattiesburg,  Ms.,  New  Orleans  and  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  Houston,  Tx.,  and  Little  Rock,  Ark.  The  "Katrina  Outreach  Project"  is  a  part¬ 
nership  between  Bennett  College  for  Women  and  Freddie  Mac,  with  support  from  the 
United  Way. 


Pre-conference  Meetings/Trainings 

Alexandria  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC 

May  21 

3  p.m. 

Acadiana  First  UMC,  Lafayette 

May  21 

3  p.m. 

Pharr  Chapel  UMC,  Morgan  CityMay  22 

6:30  p.m. 

Lake  Charles  First  UMC,  Lake  Charles 

May  7 

3  p.m. 

Baton  Rouge  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

May  21 

3  p.m. 

New  Orleans  Lake  Vista  UMC 

May  7 

3  p.m. 

Monroe  First  UMC,  West  Monroe 

May  21 

3  p.m. 

Shreveport  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport 

May  8 

6:30  p.m. 

Lakeview  UMC,  Minden 

May  11 

6:30  p.m. 

Monroe  District  lay  speaking  course  held 


Twenty-four  participants  who  attended  the  Monroe  District  Basic  Lay  Speaking  Course 
held  in  November  2005  are  pictured  at  Chatham  United  Methodist  Church.  Presenters 
for  the  workshop  were  Sarah  Schwab,  co-chair  for  the  Monroe  District  Lay  Speaking 
Ministry,  and  Betty  Jeffress,  a  member  of  Jonesboro  United  Methodist  Church. 


Igniting  Ministry,  from  page  1 

and  is  expected  to  reach  more  than  378,000 
viewers. 

The  local  campaign  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Hammond  will 
include  cable  television  and  cinema  adver¬ 
tisements  totaling  $9,268  and  is  expected 
to  reach  an  estimated  40,000  people. 

The  local  campaign  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Gonzales  will  include 
outdoor  advertisements  totaling  $4,215  and 
is  expected  to  reach  an  estimated  105,000 
people. 

In  addition,  over  $63,000  in  television 
ads  will  air  from  March  29- April  8  in 
seven  Louisiana  broadcast  markets  for  a 
campaign  benefiting  the  entire  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference.  The  conference — 
along  with  First  UMC  in  Hammond,  First 
UMC  in  Gonzales  and  Asbury  UMC  in 
Bossier  City —  are  three  of  60  grant  recipi¬ 
ents  nationwide.  “The  Gift”  and  “Advice,” 
two  existing  Igniting  Ministry  spots,  will 
run  in  the  conference-wide  campaign. 

United  Methodist  Communications 
awarded  approximately  $360,000  to  60 
grant  recipients  for  local  media  campaigns 
to  supplement  the  national  television  cam¬ 


paign.  Every  dollar  provided  by  the 
national  agency  is  matched  by  a  dollar 
from  the  local  church. 

“These  grants  enable  local  congrega¬ 
tions  and  conferences  to  broadcast  the 
church’s  message  of  welcome  in  ways  that 
are  more  targeted  and  more  specific  to  their 
communities,”  said  The  Rev.  Larry  Hollon. 
chief  executive  of  United  Methodist 
Communications.  “Local  efforts  will 
increase  the  impact  and  reach  of  the  overall 
campaign.” 

The  “Open  hearts,  open  minds,  open 
doors.”  campaign  has  been  working  to 
raise  awareness  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  since  200 1 .  Test  market  research  in 
September  2005  showed  that  half  of  the 
people  exposed  to  the  church’s  advertising 
were  “very”  or  “somewhat”  willing  to  visit 
a  United  Methodist  Church.  Research  con¬ 
ducted  after  the  August-September  televi¬ 
sion  advertising  in  test  markets  across  the 
United  States  reported  average  first  time 
attendance  increases  of  9  percent  in 
September  2005  compared  to  September 
2004.  The  research  was  conducted  by  the 
Bama  Research  Group. 
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Easter  collection  to  be  given  to  Bishop's  appeal 


Foundation  Hits  $100  Million  in  30th  Year 


The  Easter  Sunday  Collection  for  2006 
to  be  given  to  the  Louisiana  Bishop’s 
Appeal  for  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita 
support.  The  traditional  Good  Samaritan 
Offering  will  not  be  collected  for  the  year 
2006.  This  offering,  normally  observed  on 
Easter  Sunday  of  each  year,  supports  the 
work  of  three  agencies  in  the  greater  New 
Orleans  area.  Those  institutions,  Lafon 
Home,  Peoples  Community  Center,  and 
Methodist  Hospital,  have  all  been  greatly 
affected  by  the  hurricanes.  The  future  of 
each  of  these  institutions  is  presently  being 


The  roof  on  Gwen  Landry’s  home  in  La 
Batre,  Ala.  had  been  partially  dislodged  by 
the  high  winds  of  Hurricane  Katrina  that 
blew  through  this  coastal  town  last  August. 

Inside,  everything  Gwen  Landry  had 
worked  for  was  lost.  Today,  thanks  to 
United  Methodist  action,  Landry  has  a  new 
lavender  bedroom,  a  brilliant  yellow 
kitchen,  fresh  carpeting  and  a  new  roof. 

In  Sudan,  United  Methodists  are  also 
providing  seeds  and  tools  to  help  Angelina 
-  last  name  unavailable  -  to  ensure  that  her 
family  of  young  children,  living  in  a  South 
Darfur  displaced  persons  camp,  has  an 
income  and  enough  food  to  eat. 

These  changed  lives  are  possible 


considered.  A  decision  will  be  made  later 
as  to  the  future  of  the  Good  Samaritan 
offering  in  relation  to  these  institutions. 

Churches  of  The  Louisiana  Conference 
are  asked  to  collect  an  offering  for  the 
Louisiana  Bishop’s  Appeal  for  the  contin¬ 
ued  support  for  clergy  salary  support  and 
related  costs  due  to  Hurricanes  Katrina  and 
Rita.  Each  congregation  is  asked  to  bring  a 
check  in  the  amount  of  the  Easter  Sunday 
collection  to  the  Annual  Conference  ses¬ 
sion  to  present  in  one  of  the  worship  serv¬ 
ices  during  Conference. 


because  United  Methodist  generosity 
enables  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  -  the  aid  agency  of  the  church  - 
to  offer  a  humanitarian  hand.  The  denomi¬ 
nation’s  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  offer¬ 
ing,  an  annual  collection  by  local  church¬ 
way  in  which  money  is  raised  for  the 
agency.  This  year’s  offering  is  March  26. 

Designated  gifts  provide  the  sheetrock, 
boats  and  seeds.  Undesignated  gifts  to  the 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  offering  pro¬ 
vide  UMCOR  with  the  funds  it  takes  to 
administer  these  and  hundreds  of  other  pro¬ 
grams  throughout  the  world. 

Please  give  generously  to  “One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing”  on  March  26. 


As  its  30th  anniversary  was  celebrated 
at  the  end  of  2005,  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  was  pleased  to 
announce  another  milestone — reaching  its 
goal  of  $100  million  in  managed  assets. 

The  Foundation  began  in  November, 
1975,  when  Mrs.  Charles  N.  Cadwallader 
presented  a  check  for  $5,000  to  Bishop 
Finis  A.  Crutchfield  at  the  organization’s 
first  official  meeting.  Due  to  the  donations 
of  many  generous  United  Methodists  and 
wise  investment  decisions  made  by  its 
leaders,  the  Foundation’s  managed  assets 
had  reached  $100  million  by  the  end  of 
2005.  These  assets  help  distribute  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  dollars  each  year  to 
Christian  ministries  in  Louisiana  and 
throughout  the  world. 

“The  Foundation  is  a  great  example  of 


Nominations  for  the  Sojourner  Truth 
Award  given  annually  by  the  Louisiana 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  (COSROW)  are  now  being  accept¬ 
ed.  The  award  will  be  presented  at  the 
Commission’s  annual  luncheon  held  during 
annual  conference. 

The  Sojourner  Truth  Award  recognizes 
a  laywoman  who  has  advocated  for  social 
justice  in  the  church  and  community  in  the 


the  success  of  the  connectional  system  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  Fully  three 
quarters  of  our  assets  have  been  placed 
with  us  to  manage  by  the  United  Methodist 
Churches,  institutions  and  generous  indi¬ 
vidual  members  across  the  state  of 
Louisiana,”  stated  Rob  Fairly,  Foundation 
Executive  Vice  President  and  Chief 
Operating  Officer. 

The  Foundation  is  now  the  fourth 
largest  United  Methodist  Foundation  in  the 
denomination  providing  financial  manage¬ 
ment,  consultation  and  education,  loans 
and  grants  to  local  United  Methodist 
churches  and  church-related  institutions 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  For  a  complete  history  and 
list  of  services,  refer  to  the  Foundation’s 
website  at  www.umf.org. 


spirit  of  Sojourner  Truth,  a  freed  slave  who 
broke  barriers  in  the  area  of  human  rights. 

Letters  of  nomination  should  describe 
the  nominee’s  accomplishments  and  contri¬ 
butions,  and  should  include  the  nominee’s 
address  and  phone  number.  Send  nomina¬ 
tions  to:  Sojourner  Truth  Award,  c/o  Eva 
Baham,  1639  Eastwood  Drive,  Slidell  LA, 
70458,  or  emailed  to:  esbaham@i-55.com 
by  April  20,  2006. 


One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  helps  UMCOR  change  lives 


Sojourner  Truth  Award  Nominations  now  being  accepted  by  COSROW 


Louisiana  UM  Clergy 
Open  Golf  Tournament 

Date:  Tues,  April  18,  2006 
12:30  pm  putting  contest 
1:00  pm  Shotgun  Start 
Links  on  the  Bayou  Golf  Club 
Alexandria,  LA 

Registration  Fees: 

$65.00  Clergy  under  appointment,  mem¬ 
bers  of  their  ministerial  staff,  and  retired 
clergy. 

$40.00  For  Clergy  and  members  of  their 
ministerial  staff  of  churches  that  received 
damage  from  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita. 
$100  Lay  sponsors 

Registration  deadline:  April  lltH 

Registration  Fee  includes: 

Green  Fee  4  Cart! 

18  holes  of  great  golf  with  the  “most  fun" 
clergy  golfers  in  the  state! 

Range  Balls  A  Putting  Green! 

Warm  up  that  perfect  swing  and  practice 
your  putting! 

Catered  Dinner!!!! 

At  First  UMC,  Pineville  after  the  tourna¬ 
ment,  we  will  sit  down  to  a  catered  meal! 
Each  participant  is  encouraged  to: 

Secure  door  prizes! 

Secure  non-playing  sponsors  at  $50! 
Invite  other  clergy  and  lay  sponsors  to 
register! 

Contact  Info  for  the  tournament: 
Snail  Mail: 

C/O  La.  UM  Clergy  Open  Golf  Tournament 
P.O.  Box  358 

St.  Francisville,  LA  70775 
Phone:  225-635-3763 
Fax:  225-635-3763 
Email:  dannygleason@bellsouth.net 
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^ad  fltsl  tcweoled  fumsel(/ .  .  . 

and  established  a  covenant  relationship  with 

humankind  in  the  OLD  TESTAMENT. 

^e&us/  came/ .  .  . 

and  established  a  new  covenant  of  love  in  the 
NEW  TESTAMENT. 

sAnd  it/  has/  not  stopped  tAene/. 

God  continues  to  reveal  himself  to  us  today. 


The  Third  Testament  acknowledges  those  who  make  a 
covenant  to  support  God’s  work  after  their  lifetimes  with  a 
planned  gift. 

If  you  have  included  your  United  Methodist  Church  in 
your  estate  plans,  identify  yourself  to  become  part  of  The 
Third  Testament. 

If  not,  consider  a  planned  gift,  such  as  a  bequest  in  your 
will  or  a  charitable  gift  annuity  benefiting  your  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  become  a  member. 

For  more  information  on  The  Third  Testament  or 
planned  giving,  call  us  or  browse  our  website. 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana - 
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Celebrating  50  years  of  UM  women  in  clergy  in  La. 


United  Methodists  throughout  the  globe, 
and  within  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  are  celebrating  in  2006  the 
50th  anniversary  of  full  clergy  rights  for 
women. 

In  1 956,  the  decision  to  assign  full  cler¬ 
gy  rights  to  women  was  achieved  by  the 
General  Conference,  the  Methodist 
Church’s  highest  legislative  assembly.  Yet 
even  before  that  time,  women  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  were  paving 
the  way  for  those  who  would  come  after 
them  in  ordained  ministry. 

One  of  the  early  women  pioneers  for  the 
denomination,  as  well  as  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  was  Rev.  Lea  Joyner, 
ordained  by  the  Methodist  Protestant 


Church  on  January  1,  1939.  That  year,  the 
Methodist  Church  was  formed  through  a 
merger  of  the  MPC,  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  Methodist  Episcopal 
South.  Even  though  the  year  was  prior  to 
1956,  the  church  decided  to  recognize  her 
ordination. 

“Rev.  Joyner  served  as  a  minister’s 
assistant  at  First  Church  in  Monroe  for  sev¬ 
eral  years.  In  1952,  she  was  given  a  tract  of 
land,  and  asked  to  start  a  new  church. 
Hence,  Southside  Methodist  Church  was 
bom,”  said  Rev.  Weldon  Bares,  pastor  of 
Lea  Joyner  Memorial  UMC  in  Monroe. 

Joyner  met  a  tragic  end  when  she  was 
brutally  murdered  in  1985.  “She  was  work¬ 
ing  late,  as  she  frequently  did.  Rev.  Joyner 


was  devoted  to  the  church  and  her  congre¬ 
gation.  The  next  morning,  her  car  was 
found  in  the  church  parking  lot,  along  with 
signs  of  foul  play.  Her  body  was  discov¬ 
ered  a  day  later  in  a  deserted  field,”  said 
Bares. 

The  crime  had  been  committed  by  a 
mentally  disturbed  man  who  Rev.  Joyner 
was  trying  to  help.  Several  months  later, 
Southside  UMC  was  re-named  in  her 
memory,  and  relocated  five  years  later  to 
the  north  side  of  Monroe. 

“Rev.  Joyner  was  highly  respected  in 
Monroe.  There  were  3,500  people  at  her 
funeral  held  in  the  civic  center.  Although  I 
did  not  personally  know  her,  I  am  told  she 
led  by  example,  and  did  a  wonderful  job 
See  50th  anniversary ,  page  1 1 


LOUISIANA 


METHODIST 

CHURCH 


NEWS, 

OPPORTUNITIES  AND 
WITNESS  OF  LOUISIANA 
CONFERENCE  MINISTRIES 


VOL  7,  NO.  7 


BATON  ROUGE,  LA 


APRIL  7, 2006 


Youth  2006 
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ON  THE  JOURN  E  Y 

Comb  Theology 


When  I  was  loading  my  car  following 
the  “Confirmation  Day  with  die  Bishop” 
event  I  noticed  an  old  black  comb  on  the 
ground  in  the  parking  lot.  I  had  seen  it 
on  previous  stays  at  the  Wesley  Center 
and,  just  as  I  did  last  Saturday,  I  just 
walked  on  past  it  and  thought,  “I  wonder 
whose  comb  that  was?  I  wonder  how 
long  it  will  take  before  someone  picks  it 
up  and  either  throws  it  away  or  reclaims 
it  for  its  intended  use.”  It  isn’t 
biodegradable  I’m  sure.  It  was  made  to 
last. 

Every  time  I  see  that  forlorn  piece  of 
black  plastic  on  the  ground  at  the  Wesley 
Center  I  think,  “there  has  to  be  a  lesson 
here.”  Consequently  I  have  begun  to 
look  at  other  combs  in  my  life  and  have 
tried  to  make  sense  of  their  existence  and 
to  make  sense  of  my  attachment  to  them. 
This  unusual  rumination  has  led  me  to 
develop  a  short  mental  course  in  “Comb 
Theology.”  Here’s  my  learning  so  far. 

That  comb  in  the  parking  lot  is  the 
genesis  of  my  theological  journey.  It  is 
dirty,  discarded,  and  displaced.  It  once 
was  a  shiny  new  object  on  some  store 
shelf,  just  waiting  to  be  purchased  and 
put  to  good  use.  But  somewhere  along 
the  way  it  became  useless  to  an  individ¬ 
ual  and  was  thrown  away.  Or,  it  simply 
fell  out  of  someone’s  pocket  one  after¬ 
noon  and  found  it’s  own  way  into  the 
grime  and  dirt  of  the  asphalt,  to  be  trod¬ 
den  underfoot  for  its  remaining  days.  In 
so  many  ways  it  reminds  me  of  the  child 
of  God  who  was  once  shiny,  new  and 
destined  for  special  service.  But  some¬ 
where  along  die  way  that  child  became 
dispensable  to  the  society  and  was  dis¬ 
carded  for  a  new  person  of  promise.  Or, 
for  some  unknown  reason,  this  child  of 
God  fell  by  the  wayside  and  slowly 
became  part  of  the  underbelly  of  the 
world  (seems  like  Jesus  told  such  a  story 
about  a  son  who  wanted  to  leave  his 
father  and  home). 

In  either  case,  there  is  a  theology 
about  our  response  and  responsibility  to 
such  a  lost  and  useless  comb.  Aren’t  we 
supposed  to  be  the  ones  who  help  pick 
up  those  in  the  gutter  of  life  and  help 
them  dust  themselves  off  and  start  all 
over  again?  There  is  the  theology  that 
says  we  are  to  reach  out  to  those  who  are 
lost  and  we  are  to  help  show  them  the 
way  home.  And  if  we  happen  to  be  the 
lost  comb  ourselves,  don’t  we  pray 
someone  will  sweep  their  house,  or 
search  the  hills  and  canyons  until  they 
find  us?  It’s  called  the  sharing  of  the 
“good  news”,  or  “evangelism”  I  think. 

I  had  another  comb  in  my  life.  This 
one  was  an  expensive  one  that  came  as  a 
gift  with  the  purchase  of  some  men’s 
grooming  product.  It  had  a  beautiful  tor¬ 
toise  shell  appearance  and  looked  like  it 
should  be  used  only  for  special  occa¬ 
sions!  I  used  it  for  a  while,  but  then  it 
started  losing  its  teeth!  And  as  I  combed 
what  hair  I  have,  it  left  gaps  in  my  hair 
where  the  teeth  were  missing.  So  one 
day  I  threw  it  away. 

Isn’t  there  a  theology  for  that  as  well? 
What  good  is  the  expensive,  beautiful 
and  up  to  date  theological  viewpoint  if 
there  are  no  teeth  in  it?  You  can  run  the 


toothless  theological 
comb  through  your 
hair,  but  it  won’t 
affect  one  thing.  It 
won’t  do  you  any 
good.  It  isn’t  capa¬ 
ble  of  functioning  as 
a  “full  toothed” 
comb  can  function. 
The  same  is  true 
with  a  toothless  the¬ 
ology.  It  is  simply 
non-functional. 

And  then  there  is  a  third  comb  -  a 
“sentimental”  comb  I  keep  tucked  in  my 
upper  drawer.  I’ve  had  it  for  many  years. 
The  reason  I  keep  it  is  because  it  has 
teeth  marks  in  it  that  were  put  there  by 
our  beloved  cocker  spaniel,  Angel.  She 
chewed  it  good  one  day  (back  in  the 
1970’s)  while  I  was  away  from  home.  I 
was  angry  at  the  time,  but  now  I  keep  the 
silly  thing  because  it  reminds  me  of  her. 

It  is  a  little  bit  of  Angel  in  my  life!  She’s 
been  gone  for  1 7  years  now,  but  I  still 
keep  the  comb! 

Isn’t  there  a  theological  system  that 
honors  that  kind  of  sentimental  comb?  It 
might  be  an  old  church  building,  or  an 
old  church  piano,  or  an  old  hymnbook, 
or  an  old  understanding  that  we  long  ago 
found  faulty  and  shallow,  or  anything 
else  old  that  reminds  us  of  the  past.  We 
want  to  hang  onto  those  items  and  mem¬ 
ories  not  because  they  are  functional  or 
useful,  but  “just  because.”  But  then  I  ask 
myself,  is  that  a  valid  reason  to  fill  my 
house  with  old  combs  just  because  they 
remind  me  of  something  that  once  was  a 
joy?  And  is  it  a  valid  reason  to  hang 
onto  beliefs  of  the  past  with  regard  to  our 
faith  journey  just  because  they  remind  us 
of  something  that  once  was  meaningful? 
Isn’t  there  a  day  and  time  to  let  go  of  the 
past  and  move  into  the  present  and 
future? 

Then  there  is  the  plastic  comb  I  now 
have.  It  is  so  resilient  that  I  have  faith  it 
will  never  break.  It’s  made  of  some  mir¬ 
acle  material  I  guess.  It  doesn’t  seem  to 
lose  teeth.  It  has  lasted  for  several  years. 
It  has  been  the  same  yesterday,  today, 
and  tomorrow.  I  rely  on  it.  And  so  I  ask 
myself,  “Should  I  just  stick  with  this 
one?”  What  if  there  is  a  better  comb  out 
there?  What  if  there  is  a  more  produc¬ 
tive  and  meaningful  comb  out  there?”  Or 
should  I  have  faith  that  what  I  have  is  the 
top  of  the  line,  and  I  should  just  celebrate 
its  presence  in  my  life  and  derive  every¬ 
thing  from  it  I  possibly  can,  knowing  “it 
ain’t  never  failed  me  yet!” 

Comb  theology  is  quite  interesting  to 
me.  I  have  pondered  it  many  times. 

Evety  time  I  see  that  forlorn  piece  of 
black  plastic  on  the  ground  at  the 
Conference  Center  I  think,  “there  has  to 
be  a  lesson  there.”  Well,  maybe  this  ini¬ 
tial  run  at  “Comb  Theology”  is  it. 

Something  to  think  about  when  you 
stand  in  front  of  the  mirror  tomorrow 
with  that  plastic  object  in  your  hand. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

Bill  Hutchinson 

fell  /Uu^L****-' 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Abe  Mattox  sits  astride  a  1951  8N  model  Ford  tractor  he  recently  restored.  Mattox, 
along  with  his  friend  Dennis  Smith,  plans  to  raise  funds  for  The  La.  Methodist  Children's 
Home  in  Ruston  by  driving  the  tractor  across  several  cities  in  Louisiana  and  Mississippi. 


"Sentimental  Journey"  for  Children's  Home 


Abe  Mattox  and  his  friend  Dennis 
Smith  plan  to  raise  funds  for  The  La. 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston  by 
driving  a  restored  1951  8N  model  Ford 
tractor  across  several  cities  in  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi.  This  “Sentimental 
Journey’ journey  actually  began  years  ago 
when  Abe  was  a  boy  growing  up  on  a  farm 
in  Enterprise,  Miss.  He  had  such  fond 
memories  of  driving  the  family  tractor,  that 
he  found  one  just  like  it  and  restored  it. 

Mattox  will  once  again  drive  a  tractor  in 
the  fields  and  back  country  roads  he  once 
drove  on  as  a  child,  while  raising  funds  for 
a  worth  cause.  Dr.  Robert  Flournoy,  direc¬ 
tor  of  Planned  Giving  and  Major  Gifts  for 
the  La.  Methodist  Children’s  Home  said, 
“We  appreciate  any  assistance  with  helping 
the  children  that  we  have  here.  The  daily 
cost  of  operating  a  children’s  home  of  this 
size  is  tremendous,  and  we  appreciate  Abe 
and  Dennis  for  their  efforts.”  The  funds 


raised  will  be  distributed  equally  among 
the  Methodist  children’s  homes  in 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi. 

The  journey  will  begin  at  Marksville 
United  Methodist  Church,  with  a  scheduled 
date  for  departure  on  April  22,  depending 
on  the  weather.  The  tractor  has  a  maximum 
speed  of  1 5  miles  per  hour,  but  the  plans 
are  for  averaging  seven  miles  an  hour  dur¬ 
ing  the  trip. 

An  extra  seat  has  been  added  to  the 
tractor,  along  with  a  small  trailer  that  will 
carry  needed  supplies.  Stops  along  the 
route  are  planned  in  Jonesville,  Natchez, 
Meadville,  Monticello,  Laurel,  and 
Enterprise  ending  at  Mattox’s  sister’s  home 
in  Alabama.  Motels  along  the  way  have 
provided  lodging  at  no  charge. 
Contributions  can  be  made  with  checks 
payable  to  “Sentimental  Journey,”  and 
mailed  to  P.O.  Box  339,  Marksville,  LA. 
71351. 
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From  the  La.  Conference  Youth  Director 


Do  chickens  have  lips? 

This  is  deep  mystery  has 
been  pondered  throughout  the 
ages  and  quite  frankly,  I  won¬ 
der  why.  Obviously  some 
mysteries  aren’t  meant  to  be 
solved,  some  information  will 
remain  forever  just  beyond 
our  grasp.  Not  so  though  with 
the  next  few  pages  of  this 
special  edition  of  the  La. 

Now!  You  will  find  them  Dolph 
chock  full  of  useful  info  and  exciting  opportunities. 
In  fact,  you’ll  want  to  save  this  issue  because  it  con¬ 
tains  registration  forms,  helpful  information  and 
great  resources  that  will  serve  your  youth  ministry 
for  the  next  12  months.  I  hope  you  can’t  wait  to  turn 


the  pages  to  see  all  the  great  opportunities  for  youth 
and  youth  workers  in  our  Conference.  Go  ahead  and 
decide  now  where  you’ll  put  this  edition  so  you’ll 
remember  where  it  is  all  year  long. 

Try  as  many  of  these  opportunities  as  you  can.  1 
think  you’ll  find  they  will  help  you  unravel  the  great 
mysteries  of  life,  discover  gifts  you  never  knew  you 
had  and  experience  God's  love  in  great  and  life  giv¬ 
ing  ways.  Please  call  on  me  if  there  is  any  way  I  can 
be  in  ministry  with  you. 

Grace  &  Peace! 

Tom  Dolph 

Conference  Director  of  Youth  Ministries 

p.s.  If  you’re  not  a  regular  subscriber  to  the  LA 
Now  but  would  like  to  be,  call  Betty  Backstrom  @ 
888-239-5286  or  225-346-1646 


Youth  and  Youth 


Louisiana  Conference  Web  Page: 
http://www.la-umc.org/youth 
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2006 

2007 

2008 

Discerners  Academy 

January  5-7 

wrrsmmM* 

Perkins  School  of  Youth  Ministry 

January  8-11 

January  7-10 

(Adult  workers  with  youth)  -  Dallas,  Texas 

Happening  (10th- 12th  grades  &  adults) 

January  12-14 

January  18-20 

CCYM  Meeting 

January  19-20 

January  25-26 

Sr.  High  Retreat  (9lh-12th  grades  &  adults) 

#1 

February  2-4 

February  8-10 

#2 

February  9-11 

February  15-17 

Discerning  the  Call 

March  2-3 

Confirmation  Day  with  the  Bishop 

March  24 

March  8 

YSF  Sunday 

May  7 

May  6 

May  3 

DCYM  Training  (District  Teams) 

June  2-3 

June  1-2 

June  6-7 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

June  4-7 

June  3-6 

June  8-11 

Weekend  of  the  Cross  —  Gonzales 

June  15-17 

LYMO  (CCYM  Members) 

July  21-23 

July  23-25 

July  21-23 

Weekend  of  the  Cross  —  Ruston 

July  27-30 

July  26-29 

Weekend  of  the  Cross  —  Shreveport 

July  27-30 

July  26-29 

Adult  Youth  Workers  Training 

August  25-26 

August  24-25 

August  22-23 

Fall  Convocation  (Youth  &  Adults) 

September  30 

September  29 

September  27 

JR.  High  Retreat  (7th  &  8th  grades  &  adults) 

#1 

October  27-29 

November  2-4 

November  7-9 

#2 

November  3-5 

November  9-11 

November  14-16 

W.  T.  Handy  Convocation 

November  17-18 

November  16-17 

Exploration  ’06 

November  17-19 

Youth  ’07 

July  11-15 

Happening:  Changing  the  lives 
of  youth  through  God's  Love 

Can  Christianity  penetrate  the  reality  of 
a  teenager’s  world  today?  Can  modem 
youth  turn  on  to  Christ’s  love  instead  of 
drugs,  violence,  or  apathy? 

THE  HAPPENING  MOVEMENT 
THINKS  SO!!! 

It  proposes  no  new  types  of  spirituality, 
however,  it  does  provide  a  method  through 
which  one’s  spirituality  may  be  developed, 
lived,  and  shared  in  fellowship  with 
Christians  willing  to  dedicate  their  lives  to 
God  in  an  on-going  manner... 

An  Instrument  of  Renewal... 

The  Happening  Experience  is  a  power¬ 
ful  instrument  of  renewal  in  the  Church. 

Its  aim  is  to  concentrate  closely  on  the  per¬ 
son  and  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ.  The 
Happening  gives  those  who  attend  the 
desire  to  understand  and  serve  the  Church. 
What’s  more,  it  provides  a  means  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  Christian  formations,  which  is 
just  begun  in  the  3-day  program. 

A  Once  in  a  Lifetime  Experience! 

A  Happening  can  only  be  made  once  in 
a  lifetime,  therefore  it  is  not  a  substitute  for 
a  retreat.  During  the  3  days,  the  teachings 
of  Christ  are  discussed  in  a  feeling  of  Joy 
and  Happiness,  with  many  singing  and 
informational  sessions.  The  Happening 
makes  succeeding  retreats  more  profitable. 
Happeners  are  encouraged  to  make  regular 
retreats  and  be  active  in  their  churches. 


Louisiana  United  Methodist  Happening 
For  more  information  contact: 

Carolyn  Dove,  Registrar 
LA  United  Methodist  Happening 
102  Turner  Lane 
Many,  LA  71449 
Phone:  (318)  590  2989  Home 
(318)  256  7869  Fax 
Email:  catdove@direcway.com 
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REGISTRATION  DEADLINE  IS  SEPTEMBER  30,  2006 

Return  to  your  Youth  Director  or  Coordinator  for  mailing  to  the  Conference  Office. 

If  paying  by  personal  check  or  credit  card,  Please  fill  in: 

Check  Amount _ 


I  KK  $25.00  Per  Person 
Kegistrations/Changek  after 
September  22"'1  Mill  lie  accepted 
on  a  space  asailable  basis  and 
Mill  be  assessed  a  SI  5.(10  late  fee 


□  Please  check  here  if  your  church  is  paying  for  you. 

Q  Visa  Q  MasterCard  #  _ 


Please  make  checks 
payable  to  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference 


Check  # 


Credit  Card  Amount 


PLEASE  PRINT 


Name  on  Card 


Expiration  Date 


Name 


Church  _  District _ 

T-Shirt  Size _  Name  of  Adult  Attending  with  You _ 

Phone  (  ) _ E-Mail _ 

In  the  event  of  an  emergency  where  medical  treatment  is  required,  I  give  my  permission  to  the  event  staff  or  church  sponsor  to 
obtain  competent  medical  services.  Please  attempt  to  notify  me  immediately  concerning  any  such  emergency. 

Signed  _ Phone  (  ) _  Date _ - _ -06 

(Parent  or  legal  Guardian) 

Insurance  Policy  Number  and  Company  _ 

Medical  Comments,  Allergies,  Current  Medications,  etc.  Q  Check  here  if  additional  info  is  attached 


Each  person  attending  must  read  and  sign  the  CCYM  Covenant: 

Our  Covenant  of  Behavior  for  Louisiana  CCYM  Events 

I  agree  as  a  participant  in  a  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministry  event  to  follow  certain  standards.  I  will  not  bring  nor 
consume/discharge  alcohol,  tobacco,  illegal  drugs,  fireworks,  of  firearms,  nor  will  I  engage  in  inappropriate  sexual  behavior,  or  intentionally  cause 
the  destruction  or  abuse  of  any  person  or  property. 

Electronic  devices  such  as  games,  phones  CD/MP3  players,  etc.  are  to  be  used  only  during  free  time  and  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the 
purpose  of  this  event,  (i.e.  no  profane,  violent,  drug  related  or  sexually  explicit  material.)  I  am  responsible  for  the  security  of  any  personal  property 
and  will  be  responsible  for  any  loss  or  damage.  The  Conference  Center  will  be  providing  my  meals.  I  am  not  to  have  food  sent  or  delivered  to  this 
event.  I  agree  to  follow  the  daily  schedule  at  all  times,  and  at  no  time  will  I  leave  the  event  site.  I  understand  that  there  will  be  no  Visitors  allowed 
(including  family  and  relatives)  while  this  event  is  in  progress  without  prior  approval  of  Director  and  that  there  will  be  no  visitation  in  rooms 
designated  for  the  opposite  gender  whether  youth  or  adult. 

If  I  should  not  act  in  accordance  with  this  covenant,  I  realize  that  I  may  be  disciplined  at  the  event  director's  discretion,  up  to  expulsion 
from  event,  suspension  from  the  next  two  Louisiana  Conference  Youth  events  and  the  assumption  of  legal  or  financial  liability.  By  my  signature  on 
this  registration  form,  I  am  indicating  that  I  have  read  this  covenant  and  accept  my  end  of  the  agreement,  with  the  expectation  of  an  event  experience 
leading  to  my  spiritual  growth  and  enjoyment. 

Adult  counselors  have  the  primary  responsibility  for  behavior  of  their  group  &  agree  to  follow  the  same  covenant  of  behavior  as  the  youth. 
Agreement:  The  following  signatures  indicate  both  participant  and  parent/guardian  (if  applicable)  agree  to  enter  into  the  Covenant  as  printed  in  this 
brochure,  and  that  this  “Registration  Form”  and  all  event  information  has  been  read  and  understood. 


Participant  Signature  and  Date  Parent/Guardian  Signature  (if  applicable)  and  Date 


FOR  CHURCH  USE  ONLY 

Attention  Youth  Director  or  Adult  Chaperone.  Please  collect  Registration  Forms  and  Fees  for  ALL  PARTICIPANTS 


attending  from  your  church  and  send  them  together  with  your  form  containing  the  following  information: 

Total  Attending  How  many  Youth  Adults 

T-Shirt*  Needed  —  How  Many?  Small  Medium  Larue  X-l  arne  XX-I  am  a  XXX-I  arne 

Croup  Contact  Perron  Attending 

Address 

City 

State  Zip 

Phone  ) 

E-Mail 

UMC 

(Church  Name) 

(District)  Pastor  or  Youth  Director/Coordinator  Signature  and  Date 

Attn:  Youth  Director  527  North  Rlvd.  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802  CARS)  340-1040 
OR  GO  TO  www.la-umc.org/youfth.htm  TO  REGISTER  ONLINE 


General 

Conference 

2008 

A  speaker,  or  team  of  speakers,  is 
needed  to  present  the  Young  People’s 
Address  at  the  next  General  Conference 
in  2008.  The  Division  on  Ministries 
with  Young  People  is  now  requesting 
submissions  of  videotapes  to  select  the 
Young  People’s  Address  speaker(s). 

United  Methodists,  age  12-30,  are 
invited  to  send  a  10-minute  videotape 
of  a  speech  which  addresses  the  issues 
and  concerns  confronted  by  young  peo¬ 
ple.  The  presentation  should  also  high¬ 
light  dreams  young  people  have  for  the 
future  and  church.  A  written  transcript 
should  accompany  the  videotape.  The 
videotape  and  transcript  can  be  submit¬ 
ted  in  the  applicant’s  native  language. 

The  Young  People’s  Address  will  be 
delivered  during  the  2008  General 
Conference,  April  22-May  2,  2008,  in 
Ft.  Worth,  Texas.  You,  or  someone  you 
know,  may  be  selected  for  this  opportu¬ 
nity!  The  2008  General  Conference  will 
be  the  first  time  that  a  Young  People’s 
Address  is  presented. 

For  consideration,  interested  persons 
should  send  the  following  to  the  Young 
People’s  Ministries  Office: 

A  10-minute  videotape  featuring  a 
presentation  that  addresses  young  peo¬ 
ple’s  concerns,  dreams  and  hopes  for 
the  future  and  church 

A  transcript  of  the  speech 
*The  speech  and  transcript  can  be  in 
your  native  language. 

The  deadline  for  this  process  is  July 
1,  2006.  The  Division  on  Ministries  on 
Young  People  will  select  the  speaker(s) 
at  its  August  2006  meeting.  Persons 
selected  will  be  notified  by  September 
1,  2006.  For  more  information  contact 
Jay  Clark  at  615-340-7058  or 
jclark@gbod.org 

Send  the  video  and  transcript,  by 
July  1,  2006,  to: 

Young  People’s  Address 
Young  People’s  Ministries 
P.O.  Box  340003 
Nashville,  TN  37203-0003 
877-899-2780 
615-340-1780 


G.R.A.C.E.  Camp 
SCHEDULE 

GRACE  Teen  at  Caney  July  3-7 
GRACE  Camp  at  Caney  July  10-14 
GRACE  Camp  at  Uskichitto  July  24-28 

GRACE  Camp  at  Hardtner  Aug.  2-6 

Program  Directors 
Lorris  &  Becky  Wimberly 
(985) 878-2700 

gracecamp@spiritministries.org 


APRIL  7, 2006 
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Registration  form  and  fee  of  $45.00  must  be  received  by  May  26,  2006. 

Make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  or  fill  out  credit  card  information  below  and  mail  with  registration  and 
$45.00  fee  for  each  youth  and  adult  attending.  Space  may  fill  before  the  due  date,  so  register  early!  Registrations/Changes 
after  May  26th  will  be  accepted  only  on  a  space  available  basis,  and  will  be  assessed  a  $15.00  late  fee. _ 


Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Attn:  Youth  Director 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

PLEASE  PRINT  □  Visa  Q  MasterCard 


Go  to.  www.la-umc.org/youth 

For  Additional  Forms/Info  or  to  Register  Online 


Check  Amount:  $ _ 

Credit  Card  Amount  $ 

#  _ 


Check  #: 


Name  on  Card 


Expiration  Date 


Name 


Address 

City  _ 

Phone  ( 


□Youth  □Adult  □Male  □Female 

_ Grade-Fall  2006  _ 

_  Zip  _ 


State 


Email: 


(Church  Name)  (District) 

In  the  event  of  an  emergency  where  medical  treatment  is  required,  I  authorize  Louisiana  CCYM  event  staff/emergency  physicians/  EMS  to 
provide  necessary  medical  treatment  for  my  child  or  myself.  Please  attempt  to  notify  me  immediately  concerning  any  such  emergency. 

Signed  _ Phone  (  ) _  Date _ - _ -06 

(Parent  or  legal  Guardian) 

Insurance  Policy  Number  and  Company  _ 


Medical  Comments,  Allergies,  Current  Medications,  etc.  Q  Check  here  if  additional  info  is  attached 


Each  person  attending  must  read  and  sign  the  CCYM  Covenant: 

Our  Covenant  of  Behavior  for  Louisiana  CCYM  Events 

I  agree  as  a  participant  in  a  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministry  event  to  follow  certain  standards.  I  will  not  bring  nor 
consume/discharge  alcohol,  tobacco,  illegal  drugs,  fireworks,  or  firearms,  nor  will  I  engage  in  inappropriate  sexual  behavior,  or  intentionally  cause 
the  destruction  or  abuse  of  any  person  or  property . 

Electronic  devices  such  as  games,  phones  CD/MP3  players,  etc.  are  to  be  used  only  during  free  time  and  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the 
purpose  of  this  event,  (i.e.  no  profane,  violent,  drug  related  or  sexually  explicit  material.)  I  am  responsible  for  the  security  of  any  personal  property 
and  will  be  responsible  for  any  loss  or  damage.  The  Conference/Centenary  will  be  providing  my  meals.  I  am  not  to  have  food  sent  or  delivered  to  this 
event.  I  agree  to  follow  the  daily  schedule  at  all  times,  and  at  no  time  will  1  leave  the  event  site.  I  understand  that  there  will  be  no  visitors  allowed 
(including  family  and  relatives)  while  this  event  is  in  progress  without  prior  approval  of  Director  and  that  there  will  be  no  visitation  in  rooms 
designated  for  the  opposite  gender  whether  youth  or  adult. 

If  I  should  not  act  in  accordance  with  this  covenant,  I  realize  that  I  may  be  disciplined  at  the  event  director’s  discretion,  up  to  expulsion 
from  event,  suspension  from  the  next  two  Louisiana  Conference  Youth  events  and  the  assumption  of  legal  or  financial  liability.  By  my  signature  on 
this  registration  form,  I  am  indicating  that  I  have  read  this  covenant  and  accept  my  end  of  the  agreement,  with  the  expectation  of  an  event  experience 
leading  to  my  spiritual  growth  and  enjoyment. 

Adult  counselors  have  the  primary  responsibility  for  behavior  of  their  group  &  agree  to  follow  the  same  covenant  of  behavior  as  the  youth. 

Agreement:  The  following  signatures  indicate  both  participant  and  parent/guardian  (if  applicable)  agree  to  enter  into  the  Covenant  as  printed  in  this 
brochure,  and  that  this  “Registration  Form”  and  all  event  information  has  been  read  and  understood. 


Participant  Signature  and  Date  Parent/Guardian  Signature  (if  applicable)  and  Date 


Pastor  or  Youth  Director/Coordinator  Signature  and  Date 


Weekend  of  the 
Cross,  Gonzales 

Weekend  of  the  Cross,  Gonzales,  is  a 
great  opportunity  for  adults  and  youth  to 
join  together  in  a  local  ministry.  As  they 
work  to  fill  a  real  repair/maintenance  need 
for  someone  in  their  own  community,  par¬ 
ticipants  find  themselves  blessed  by  the 
experience,  which  they  discover  is  both 
physical  and  spiritual.  There  is  no  better 
way  to  experience  mission,  fellowship  and 
worship  all  wrapped  up  in  one.  This  year’s 
event  will  be  held  June  15-18.  Contact 
FUMC  Gonzales  to  register  or  for  more 
info. 

Weekend  of  the 
Cross,  Ruston 

W.O.C.2006 

Trinity  UMC — Ruston,  LA 

July  27-30,  2006 

Register  by  May  1 5,  2006 

What  is  it?  W.O.C.  is  a  Christ-driven 
mission  opportunity  offered  by  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Ruston,  LA, 
each  year  to  youth  (completed  grades  7- 
12)  who  feel  a  calling  to  serve  Christ. 

The  goal  of  W.O.C.  is  to  spread  the  love 
and  grace  of  Jesus  Christ  to  those  who  are 
in  need  of  help.  W.O.C.  uses  repair  and 
maintenance  opportunities  as  a  doorway  to 
share  the  Good  News  of  the  gospel. 

While  at  the  four-day  event,  youth  and 
adults  experience  unconditional  giving  like 
that  of  a  servant.  They  will  also  experience 
dynamic  Bible  study,  evening  worship,  and 
planned  evening  activities  to  encourage 
fellowship! 

Where  is  it?  WOC  is  held  in  Ruston, 

LA,  and  is  sponsored  by  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church.  Youth  and  adults  wor¬ 
ship  and  gather  together  at  Trinity,  and 
rooms  and  meals  are  provided  at  LA  Tech 
University.  Both  are  located  off  1-20  at 
Exit  84. 

What  is  the  cost?  The  cost  for  the 
weekend  is  $125.00  per  person  (this 
includes  youth  and  adults).  This  cost  cov¬ 
ers  room  and  meals,  materials  for  the  proj¬ 
ects,  supplemental  insurance,  and  worship 
facilitators.  A  limited  number  of  scholar¬ 
ships  will  be  available  for  those  who  regis¬ 
ter  early. 

How  do  I  register?  Send  for  a  brochure 
Fill  out  the  registration  form  provided  in 
the  brochure  for  your  youth  group  (Note:  1 
adult  must  accompany  every  6  youth).  A 
non-refundable  $50  deposit  is  required  for 
each  person  upon  registration.  After  regis¬ 
tration  and  deposit  is  received,  packet  of 
information  will  be  sent  to  you  that  will 
include  important  information  and  release 
forms.  The  deadline  to  register  is  May 
19th,  2006.  Space  is  limited,  so  register 
early! 
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Held  at  the  Wesley  Center, 

A  Center  for  Spiritual  Renewal  in  Woodworth 


Our  topic  is  an  examination  of 
Matthew  5:1 3-1 6 

Looking  at  what  it  means  to  be  the  church  in  the  world 
and  how  to  bring  the  world  into  the  church 

EVENT  FEE:  $  75.00  Per  Person 
#1  October  27*  -  29t\  2006 

Check  in  Begins  Friday,  October  27th,  at  8  p.m.  -  Retreat  Ends  Sunday,  October  29th,  at  11:30  a.m. 

or 

#2  November  3"1  -  5th,  2006 

Check  in  Begins  Friday,  November  3rd,  at  8  p.m.  -  Retreat  Ends  Sunday,  November  5th,  at  11:30  a.m. 

Deadline  for  BOTH  events:  -  October  20th,  2006. 

Limited  space  for  each  retreat. 

Registrations  (INCLUDES  APPLICATION  &  PAYMENT)  will  be  accepted  on  a  first  come,  first 
served  basis.  Space  mav  fill  before  the  deadline,  so  be  sure  to  register  early. 
Registrations/Changes  after  the  deadline  will  be  accepted  on  a  space  available  basis  only 
and  will  be  assessed  a  $20.00  late  fee. 

Who  is  eligible?  Any  youth  in  grades  7  -  8  and  Adult  Workers  with  Youth.  There  must  be  one 
adult  counselor  (21  years  of  age  or  older)  for  every  one-to-ten 
youth  participants. 

What  to  bring?  Bible,  money  for  YSF,  musical  instruments,  talents,  comfortable  clothing  and  your 
personal  toiletry  items.  (Linens,  towels,  etc.  will  be  provided  by  the  Conference  Center.) 


To  avoid  a  $  20.00  late  fee  -  Registration  Form  and  fee  of  $75.00  must  be  received  by 

October  20th,  2006.  Please  Note:  Space  may  Fill  before  the  deadline 

Make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  (or  fill  out  credit  card  information  below)  and 
mail  with  registration  form  for  each  person  attending  to: 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Choose  one:  Q  #1  Jr.  High  Retreat  October  27-29, 2006 

Attn:  Youth  Director  □  #2  Jr.  High  Retreat  November  3-5, 2006 

527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
(225)  346-1646 


Go  to:  www.Ia-umc.org/vouth 

For  Additional  Forms/Info  or  to  Register  Online. 


PLEASE  PRINT 


O  Visa  G  MasterCard  # 
Credit  Card  Amount  $ _ Name  on  Card _ 


Expiration  Date . 


Check  Amount  $_ 


Check#: 


Name 


Address 
City _ 


GYouth  IJAdult  -iMale  JFemale 

_ Grade _ 

_ Zip _ 


State 


Phone (  ) 


E-mail 


(Church  Name)  (District) 

In  the  event  of  an  emergency  where  medical  treatment  is  required,  I  give  my  permission  to  the  event  staff  or  church  sponsor  to  obtain 
competent  medical  services.  Please  attempt  to  notify  me  immediately  concerning  any  such  emergency. 

Signed _ Phone  (  ) _ 


(Parent  or  legal  Guardian) 

Insurance  Policy  Number  and  Company 


Date 


-06 


Medical  Comments,  Allergies,  Current  Medications,  etc.  G  Check  here  if  additional  info  is  attached 
Each  person  attending  must  read  and  sign  the  CCYM  Covenant: 

Our  Covenant  of  Behavior  for  Louisiana  CCYM  Events 


I  agree  as  a  participant  in  a  Louisiana  Conference  Comal  m  Youth  Marian  warn  to  Mm  cental*  standards  I  rf]  m  Smog  mar 
consume'dischaigc  alcohol,  tobacco,  illegal  drugs,  fireworks.  or  (seams,  aw  »flS  I  engage  ■  mappwpriair  saaiuJ  hetamw.  m  aatatamalh  cause 
the  destruction  or  abuse  of  any  person  or  property 

Electronic  devices  such  as  games,  phones  CD  MW  pfevm.  etc.  arc  to  he  used  wd*  during  fae  name  and  0  a  manner  wA  Ac 

purpose  of  this  event  (it.  no  profane.  vsoknL  drug  rdaaed  w  seoa%  apikai  maternal  11 1  am  retpunwlrilr  four  the  MiQunrrs  ,ctf  any  [personal  jaii^pecti 
and  will  be  responsible  for  any  loss  or  damage.  The  Conference  Caster  mil  he  prsnndra^  am  meals  1  a®  inert  to  We  Md  sent  .or  , delevered  to  ta 
event  I  agree  to  follow  die  daily  schedule  at  all  times,  and  at  no  bare  will  I  leave  the  went  ate  1  nmfatanil  tat  tat  mil  Ike  aw  «mni»  Anxed 
(including  family  and  relatives)  while  dhs  event  is  m  progress  wflkw  jem  a$p®nd  rf  Draaar  and  ta  tat  mDI  he  m  viMtatan  m  muhr. 
designated  for  the  opposite  gender  whether  youth  oradoi 

If  I  should  not  act  in  accordance  with  this  covenant.  I  resize  ta  1  may  he  tasted  at  the  went  taatafe  .fannetrai  tip  to  rapi&iw 
from  event,  suspension  from  die  nod  two  Looisuna  Conference  Youth  events  and  the  Mfiumpwa  elf  legal  tar  fmaneal  hatales  %  am  stgmmut  un 
this  regislralion  form,  I  am  nutating  that  I  hue  read  dns  annua  and  accept  my  cad  sfdhe  agreement. « aft  <ht  csjueetahaii  rfat  want  oparaenee 
leading  to  my  spiritual  growdi  and  enjoyment. 

Adult  counselors  have  the  prana)  responsaMj!}  for  behavior  of  their  group  k  agree  to  Mot  dhe  same  wienant  .wfhftauar  as  fee  wwtti 


Agreement:  Thef 

brochure,  and  that  dris  “Registralioo  Fomf  and  ad  event  tstanatan  hat  hem  read  and  1 


tatfMlBdinita 


Participant  Signature  and  Date 


Parent/Gtiardian  Signature  (if  applicable)  and  Date 


Pastor  or  Youth  Director/Coordinator  Signature  and  Date 
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SHREVEPORT-BOSSIER 

July  27—30 


,  Centenary  College 


For  more  information  about  Weekend  of  the 
Cross,  contact  Ben  McGehee 
Love  Chapel  Methodist  Church 
(318)  949-0430 — church  office 


To  avoid  a  $  20.00  late  fee  -  Registration  Form  and  fee  of  $75.00  must  be  received 
January  26th,  2007.  Please  Note:  Space  may  fill  before  the  deadline 


Make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  (or  fill  out  credit  card  information  below)  and 
mail  with  registration  form  for  each  person  attending  to: 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Choose  one:  Sr  Hgl,  Rrte*  Fetmanr2-4,2W7 

Attn:  Youth  Director  U  #2  Sr.  High  Retreat  February  9-11, 2007 

527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
(225)  346-1646 


Go  to:  www.la-nmceorg/vouth 

For  Additional  Forms/Info  or  to  Register  Online. 


PLEASE  PRINT 


Credit  Card  Amount  $_ 


□  Visa  □  MasterCard  # 


Name  on  Card 


Expiration  Date . 


Check  Amount:  $  _ 


Check#: . 


Name 


Address 
City _ 


□Youth  IJAdult  Quale  JFemale 

_ Grade _ 

_ Zip _ 


State 


Phone  ( 


E-mail 


(Church  Name)  (District) 

In  the  event  of  an  emergency  where  medical  treatment  is  required,  I  give  my  permission  to  the  event  staff  or  church  sponsor  to  obtain 
competent  medical  services.  Please  attempt  to  notify  me  immediately  concerning  any  such  emergency. 

Signed _ Phone  (  ) _ Date _ - _ -06 

(Parent  or  legal  Guardian) 

Insurance  Policy  Number  and  Company _ 


Medical  Comments,  Allergies,  Current  Medications,  etc.  □  Check  here  it  additional  info  is  attached 
Each  person  attending  must  read  and  sign  the  CCYM  Covenant: 

Our  Covenant  of  Behavior  for  Louisiana  CCYM  Events 

11  agues  SB  a  jwtttepaut  m  a 


«w  Mmistiy  «mt  its  (6 
m  ffnsam.  «mr  «tU  II  angus  un  a 


(CfiWitt  .famdwds  II  mi\\  mat  tail 
(9T|h#9flfe»U% 

Bleatnfa  drams  undti  as  janm.  jfames  CBMFI  ffajWR.  flfc.  m  to  Its  asad  isn%  fatimj  Ifas  dims  and  itn  a  nmm  omistta  *:dn  fa 
Jfapwe  tf (this  mat..  ((«.  ro>  pntfane.  rndtent.  fag  fainted  ar  shiism  imateM)!  t  am  itstfnmafttls  fa  fa  ssninty  dtf arm  jrasanad  jropsfy 

.and  will)  fa  wqjwnaMe  fa  aig  lisas  <«r  .dunmat  Ife  Cfafaaaes  Canter  swill  fa  [pwiiifaj  n%v  unsafe  11  aw  mot  ite  tow  ifasd  aant « fateisrad  its  fas 
want.  II  apes  to  Still#*  fa  fall*  fahefals  at  all  fansss.  and  ,at  m®  dm#  »illl  1  taut  fa  mmt  site  II  mndasatand  fan  fata  #illl  fa  av  waiters  aftswad 
itinteludinf  ttomfe  ;and  fatalist®))  swthile  fat  «\vattt  is  at  jwgjiass  witfaiut  proar  ajuptroad  atf  finaater  .and  rtttm  fans  fail!  fa  ms  \MiaiUrtwt  at  isssros 


fattehun;.  and  fait  tHus'lRsi(!Rttnrtten  Stent"  and  all  raaid  iitfamwltet  fas  Ibaat  maid  ;and  lundaratesd 


Participant  Signature  and  Date 


Parent/Guardian  Signature  (if  applicable)  and  Date 


Pastor  or  Youth  Director/Coordinator  Signature  and  Date 


#1  February  2*  -  4*,  2007 

Check  in  Begins  Friday,  February  2nd,  at  8  p.m.  -  Retreat  Ends  Sunday,  February^,  at  11:30  a.m. 

or 


#2  February  9*  - 11**,  2007 

Check  in  Begins  Friday,  February  9th,  at  8  p.m.  -  Retreat  Ends  Sunday,  February  11th,  at  11:30  a.m. 

Deadline  for  BOTH  events:  January  26*,  2007 

Our  topic  is  an  examination  of 
Matthew  5:13-16 

Looking  at  what  it  means  to  be  the  church  in  the  world 
and  how  to  bring  the  world  into  the  church 

Event  Fee:$  75.00  per  person 

Limited  space  for  each  retreat. 

Registrations  (INCLUDES  APPLICATION  &  PAYMENT)  will  be  accepted  on  a  first  come,  first 
served  basis.  Ssatac  wnay  fHII  angfame  Utac  so  be  sure  to  register  early. 

Registrations/Changes  after  the  deadline  will  be  accepted  on  a  space  available  basis  only 
and  will  be  assessed  a  $20.00  late  fee. 

Who  is  eligible?  Any  youth  in  grades  9  - 12  and  Adult  Workers  with  Youth.  There  must  be  one  adult 
counselor  (21  years  of  age  or  older)  for  every  one-to-ten  youth  participants. 
What  to  bring?  Bible,  money  for  YSF,  musical  instruments,  talents,  comfortable  clothing  and  your 
personal  toiletry  items.  (Linens,  towels,  etc.  will  be  provided  by  the  Conference  Center.) 
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Check  us  out  on  the  Web: 

www.la-umc.org/youth 


Did  you  know  that  we  can  help... 

Your  ministry  with  ideas,  resources,  meetings  and  form?  Tom 
is  available  to  work  one  on  one  with  your  church's  youth  ministry 
to  strengthen  what  you're  already  doing,  train  your  leadership 
and/or  revitalize  your  weary  bones.  Call  on  him! 

Your  youth  discover  a  God-shaped  perspective  on  sexuality? 
We  have  persons  trained  and  ready  to  come  to  your  church  to 
present  seminars  to  your  Junior  or  Senior  high  Youth. 

Your  youth  who  are  feeling  that  nudge  into  ministry?  Contact 
us  for  information  on  Discerning  the  Call  events.  The  Discemer's 
Academy  and  Exploration  06. 

For  more  information  call  Tom  (225)  346-1646  or  (888)  239- 
5286)  or  visit  online  at  www.la-umc.org 


Save  the  date! 

July  11-15,  2007  •  Greensboro,  NC,  USA 

cxpenerct  sptnnKS  ywWi 

cfevelop  yoor  nwvstry 


Uemfcy  towing  listening. 

singing  A  doing 


hecrt  and  soot 


Celebrate  Chnsttan  faith 
At  our  destination,  notions 


Meet  other  United 
Methodist  youth 


www.Youth2007.org 
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3’G.R.A.C.E.  Camp 


Grace  Camp  is  a  five  day  camping  experience  designed  to  minister  to  some  victims  of  crime  that  are  often 
forgotten.  They  are  the  children  of  incarcerated  persons.  These  children  have  special  problems  and  needs;  the 
greatest  of  these  is  to  know  that  they  are  loved.  GRACE  Camp  is  a  place  where  they  experience  the  love  of 
God  and  God’s  people.  During  the  week,  they  will  be  helped  to  recognize  their  self  worth,  given  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  spiritual  growth,  and  explore  what  it  means  to  live  as  children  of  God.  Statistics  have  shown  that 
these  children  are  very  likely  to  end  up  in  prison  themselves  if  some  intervention  is  not  done.  GRACE  Camp  ^ 
is  a  place  to  break  the  cycle.  O D'S 


You  can  help!  The  children  who  attend  GRACE  Camp  do  so  on  scholarship.  Therefore,  help  is  needed 
from  churches,  Sunday  School  classes,  men’s  and  women’s  groups,  community  groups  and  individuals.  You 
can  also  request  a  list  of  items  needed  for  use  at  camp  and  encourage  your  group  to  sponsor  a  collection 
effort.  You  can  participate  in  a  personal  way  by  donating  your  time  to  help  prepare  for  camp  or  by  being  a 
member  of  the  staff  during  the  camping  week. 

For  more  information  or  to  volunteer/donate  contact: 

Rev.  Lorris  Wimberly  Rev.  John  Johns 

(225)  642-5959  (3 1 8)  992-7347 

gracecamp@spiritministries.org  johnsjr@centurytel.net 


Really 

Awesome 

Camping 

Experience 


Site  offers  resources  for  youth, 
young  adult  workers 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  —  Youth 
and  young  adult  workers  now  have  a  place 
on  the  Internet  to  find  United  Methodist 
resources  to  help  them  in  their  ministry. 

The  Resource  Hub  is  an  online  database 
created  by  the  Division  on  Ministries  with 
Young  People  at  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship.  It  includes  more 
than  500  resources  gathered  from  the  gen¬ 
eral  agencies  of  the  church,  said  the  Rev. 
Micki  McCorkle,  director  of  leadership 
development  with  adults  who  work  with 
young  people. 

“People  have  been  asking  for  one  place 
they  could  go  and  find  resources  from  the 
church  to  help  them  with  their  ministry,” 
she  said.  Currently,  the  database  only  con¬ 
tains  United  Methodist  resources,  but  plans 
for  the  future  include  adding  material  from 
other  denominations. 

“Youth  curriculum,  devotional  books, 
Bible  studies  and  teaching  resources  on 
how  to  start  or  organize  a  youth  ministry 


are  some  of  the  items  you  can  find  on  the 
Hub,”  McCorkle  said. 

The  Division  on  Ministries  with  Young 
People  is  using  technology  to  stay  in  touch 
with  the  global  community.  Some  of  its 
other  projects  include  establishing  virtual 
networks  for  youth,  young  adults  and  adult 
workers. 

“We’re  looking  for  people  who  want  to 
be  part  of  a  global  community  of  people 
sharing  their  spiritual  journey,”  said  Julie 
O’Neal,  a  director  with  the  division. 
“Anyone  may  join  —  it’s  not  just  United 
Methodists.” 

The  division  is  also  working  on  having 
original  music  written  and  performed  by 
young  people  and/or  adult  workers,  as  well 
as  devotional  podcasts.  Th%MP3  down¬ 
loads  are  a  way  for  people  to  do  devotions 
and  meditation  at  times  convenient  for 
them. 

“They  can  just  put  it  on  their  iPods  and 
go  and  listen  to  devotions  whenever  they 


have  time,  whether  they  are  in  their  car  or 
in  the  park  between  classes,”  McCorkle 
said. 

“We  are  very  excited  with  the  opportu¬ 
nities  that  technology  offers  us  to  reach 
out,”  she  said.  The  division  would  also  like 
feedback  on  the  resources. 

To  view  the  Resource  Hub  or  find  out 
information  on  the  virtual  networks  and 
the  podcasts,  go  to 

http://www.gbod.org/youngpeople/ 

network. 


Looking  for  us? 

Tom  Dolph 

Conference  Director  of  Youth  Ministry 
tdolph@bellsouth.net 

Shiriene  Spears 
Administrative  Assistant 
shirlens@bellsouth.net 

527  North  Blvd  Baton  Rouge  La  76862 
225  546  1646  (888  239  5286)  Office 
225  383  3144  Fax 

On  the  Web  @  www.la-umc.org/youth 


Student  Forum 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  Student 
Forum  will  not  explode  overnight,  but  the 
chairwoman  of  the  denomination’s  student 
movement  believes  the  event  will  grow 
each  year  now  that  the  annual  gathering  is 
not  limited  to  conference  delegations. 

And  letting  more  students  explore  and 
hone  their  leadership  skills  is  a  good  thing, 
said  Ana  Kelsey-Powell,  chairwoman  of 
the  United  Methodist  Student  Movement 
steering  committee. 

“I  think  exposing  people  to  different 
points  of  view  is  always  good,”  said 
Kelsey-Powell,  23. 

“Student  Forum  is  one  of  the  places  that 
we  can  disagree  without  being  disagree¬ 
able.  That’s  a  lesson  the  larger  church 
could  learn,”  she  added. 

The  steering  committee  plans  and 
organizes  the  annual  gathering,  set  for  May 
25-28  at  Adrian  (Mich.)  College.  Although 
registration  is  now  open  to  all,  each  annual 
conference  must  still  identify  three  voting 
student  delegates  and  six  alternate  student 
delegates  to  the  annual  Student  Forum. 

Kelsey-Powell  said  the  steering  com¬ 
mittee  has  worked  hard  to  make  sure  the 
workshops  and  speakers  will  offer  “practi¬ 
cal  information  for  people’s  lives.”  The 
theme  of  the  conference,  which  is  planned 
and  organized  by  college  students,  is  ‘True 
Disciples:  Learning  to  Fish.” 

The  conference  will  include  leadership 
training,  spiritual  formation  and  network¬ 
ing.  “I  like  the  theme  this  year.  I  like  how 
we  are  putting  the  focus  on  Scripture,”  she 
said. 

About  500  student  leaders,  college 
chaplains,  young  adult  seminarians,  and 
campus  ministers  are  expected  to  attend, 
up  from  about  350  last  year. 

“Students  can  explore  their  leadership 
skills  and  ability,  serve  people  in  the  sur¬ 
rounding  community,  and  work  with  peers 
in  developing  resolutions  for  the  United 
Methodist  Student  Movement.  Some  of 
those  resolutions  will  be  sent  to  General 
Conference  2008,”  said  the  Rev.  Meg 
Lassiat,  director  of  Student  Ministries, 
Vocation  and  Enlistment  at  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  sponsor  of  the  forum. 

Student  Forum  is  the  national  leader¬ 
ship  conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Student  Movement  and  specifically  con¬ 
nects  with  three  phases  of  the  board’s 
strategic  plan:  young  people  and  the 
church,  building  a  new  pipeline,  and  form¬ 
ing  faithful  leaders  for  the  church  and  the 
world. 

To  learn  more  or  to  register  online, 'visit 
www.umsm.org/studentforum. 
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Mark  Your  Calendar  YSF  Sunday  is  May  7, 2006 


Youth  Service  Fund  (YSF)  is  the  United 
Methodist  mission  fund  supported  by 
youth.  YSF  provides  a  way  for  youth  to 
be  in  real  ministry  with  each  other.  United 
Methodist  teens  raise  money  for  other  teens 
doing  ministry  in  their  churches  and  com¬ 
munities  impacting  poverty,  illiteracy, 
delinquency,  and  social  justice. 

In  2005  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Youth  took  in  over  $  1 5,000  in  Youth 
Service  Funds.  These  contributions  allowed 
us  to  support  the  following  ministries 
through  our  2005  grants. 


Weekend  of  the  CROSS  -  Though  actu¬ 
ally  three  separate  ministries,  located  in 
Shreveport.  Ruston  and  Gonzales,  all  seek 
to  impact  the  needs  of  their  communities 
by  gathering  youth  for  worship,  play  and 
service.  Weekends  include  both  construc¬ 
tion  projects  and  opportunities  for  spiritual 
growth.  This  year  we  were  able  to  support 
both  the  Shreveport  and  Gonzales  venues. 

Happening  -  We  also  supported  the 
ongoing  ministry  of  this  spiritual  life  week¬ 
end  event  for  youth.  These  weekend  events 
occur  twice  a  year  and  allow  youth  to  share 


with  youth  the  ways  in  which  God  has 
touched  their  lives,  thus  providing  opportu¬ 
nity  for  God’s  transforming  love  to  once 
again  work  its  way  into  the  hearts  and 
minds  of  young  people. 

An  Offering  may  be  accepted  on  May  7 
or  any  other  Sunday  your  church  desig¬ 
nates  as  YSF  Sunday.  Offering  envelopes 
may  be  ordered  from  the  Conference  office 
at  no  cost  to  you.  “Youth  Service  Fund 
Recognition”  certificates  may  also  be 
obtained  to  honor  someone  in  a  special 
way  by  giving  a  gift  to  YSF.  (See  related 


article  for  additional  information  on  these) 
If  you  would  like  additional  informa¬ 
tion,  please  contact  Tom  Dolph,  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  Youth  Director  at  1- 
888-239-5286  or  225-346-1646  or  email: 
TDolph@BellSouth.net  or  write  527  North 
Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802.  You  can 
access  the  conference  youth  web  page  at 
http://www.la-umc.org/youth  You  can  also 
find  some  great  info  on  the  Youth  Service 
Fund,  youth  resources  and  other  youth 
activities  at  www.gbod.org/youngpeople 


Conference  Youth  Service  Funds  top  $15,000  in  2005 


NEW  ORLEANS  $2,503.50 

MUNHOLLAND 
CHURCH  OF  THE  SERVANT 
MT  ZION  / 

BETHANY 

ELIABETH  SULIVAN  MEMORIAL 

FISHER 

GRETNA 

FIRST /SLIDELL 

ST  CHARLES 

1st  COVINGTON 

BUSH 

BATON  ROUGE  52,250.67 

JEFFERSON 

AMITE 

ZACHARY 

CAMPHOR  MEM 

1st  BATON  ROUGE 

BROADMOOR 

FIRST  /  HAMMOND 

ROBERTS 

1st  Den  SPRINGS 

BLACKWATER 

DARLINGTON 

ST  ANDREW’S 

ST  FRANCISVILLE 

CENTER 

SLAUGHTER 

ST  LANDRY 

INGLESIDE 

GONZALES 

ALEXANDRIA  $1,287.45 

1st  NATCHITOCHES 

FIRST 

NEWMAN 


Top  10  YSF  Giving  Churches 

in  2005 

MUNHOLLAND 

$1,611.00 

1st  NATCHITOCHES* 

$655.70 

JEFFERSON* 

$616.00 

ASBURY/LAFAYETTE* 

$550.34 

CHURCH  OF  THE  SERVANT 

$478.00 

AMITE 

$463.60 

FIRST  ALEXANDRIA* 

$351.25 

ZACHARY* 

$305.07 

TRINITY  /  RUSTON 

$300.00 

FIRST  /  MONROE 

$246.00 

*  =  Top  1 0  Giving  Church  in  2004 

“+  =  Top  10  in  2003-2005” 

ST  MARK’S 
FIRST  /  PINEVILLE 
UNION 
WILTON 

ASBURY  /  NATCH 
FIRST  /  BOYCE 

ACADIANA 


$885.15 


ASBURY/LAFAYETTE 
PHARR  CHAPEL 
FIRST  HOUMA 
ST  MARK 
LOUISIANA  MEM 
ST  PETER 

FIRST  /  LAFAYETTE 
LUTCHER 
LUTCHER  CHAPEL 
GRAND  RIVER 
1st  NEW  IBERIA 
ASBURY/FRANKLIN 
CALVARY 


FIRST  /  THIBODAUX 
TRINITY 
VACHERIE 
WESLEY 

MONROE  $880.00 

TRINITY  /  RUSTON 
FIRST  /  MONROE 
ST  PAUL’S 
NEW  HOPE 
BARTHOLOMEW 
FARMERVILLE 
GRACE  /  RUSTON 
CROWVILLE 

SHREVEPORT  $867.50 

SUMMER  GROVE 
GRACE  COMMUNITY 
NORTH  HIGHLANDS 
ST  JAMES 


MANGUM 

1st  BOSSIER  CITY 

COUSHATTA 

FIRST  /  MINDEN 

LOVE  CHAPEL 

KEITHVILLE 

OAK  GROVE 

WHITEHALL 

WESLEY 

1st  SHREVEPORT 

BARKSDALE 

BAYOU  SCIE 

ELLERBE  ROAD 

FAIRFIELD 

FAIRVIEW 

GILLIAM 

LOGANSPORT 

MCDONALD 

MT  MARIAH 

WESLEY  CHAPEL 

ZWOLLE 

BETHEL 

BONCHEST 

FELLOWSHIP 

SHADY  GROVE 

FIRST  /  MANSFIELD 

HALL  SUMMIT 

ST  PAUL 

HOSSTON 

NOEL  MEMORIAL 

LAKE  CHARLES  $195.75 

ST  LUKE-S1MPSON 

KAPLAN 

CENTENARY 

BRANCH 

HACKBERRY 

ROANOKE 

WESLEY  /  SULPHUR 


SAMPLE  YSF  OFFERING  ENVELOPE 

To  help  your  congregation  donate  to  YSF 
They  are  FREE  and  AVAILABLE  from  the  Conference  Office! 
To  be  used  on  May  7,  order  by  April  20!!! 

Call  or  e-mail  Tom  Dolph  at: 

(225)  346-1646  or  tdolph@bellsouth.net 
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Rev.  Darlene  A.  Moore,  pastor  of  Camphor  Memorial  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  stands  with 
children  in  her  congregation  who  recently  participated  in  acolyte  training.  Moore 
reflects  on  the  role  of  clergywomen  in  the  "50th  anniversary"  article  on  this  page. 


UMM  Retreat  set  for  April  21 


50th  Anniversary  from  page  1 

where  ever  she 
was.  Just  by  the 
way  she  lived  her 
life,  she  paved 
the  way  for  all  of 
us,”  said  Bares. 

Rev.  Carole 
Cotton  Winn, 
currently  serving 
the  conference  as 
director  of  The 
Academy  for 
Spiritual 
Leadership,  was 
ordained  in  1970.  “My  years  of  service 
have  included  12  years  with  my  husband, 
John  Winn,  as  co-pastors  of  two  churches 
where  we  served  as  full  time  clergy.  As 
co-pastors  we  shared  equally  in  the  salary 
and  alternated  preaching  and  leading  litur¬ 
gy  week  by  week.  It  was  a  way  to  use  our 
unique  gifts  and  grace,  while  serving  at  the 
same  local  church,”  said  Cotton  Winn, 
who  also  served  as  a  District 
Superintendent. 

“When  I  went  on  the  cabinet  in  1990,  it 
was  the  first  time  a  woman  had  served  as 
District  Superintendent.  I  searched  for 
ways  to  be  in  relationship  with  the  clergy 
families  and  congregations  that  were  true 
to  my  style  and  understanding  of  ministry,” 
she  added 

As  director  of  The  Academy  for 
Spiritual  Leadership  for  the  past  eight 
years.  Cotton  Winn  feels  she  had  the 
opportunity  to  guide  a  ministry  that  brings 
our  laity  and  clergy  to  retreats  that  can 
both  “restore  their  soul  and  help  them  find 
their  own  path  of  ministry  and  call.” 

“The  Academy  has  been  an  avenue  for 
many  of  our  people  who  have  gone  to 
seminary,  or  found  a  way  to  express  then- 
own  gifts  of  leadership  in  their  congrega¬ 
tion.  It  has  become  a  network  for  persons 
who  find  support  and  encouragement  on 
their  faith  journey,”  she  added. 

Cotton  Winn  believes  that  the  “winds  of 
change”  during  the  late  1960’s  in  this 
country  helped  to  alter  the  way  that 
women  viewed  their  role  ip  the  church. 
“Changes  in  the  culture  changed  the  way 
women  viewed  their  role  as  a  person  and 
was  the  first  step  in  women  to  claiming 
their  role  as  leaders  who  could  become  full 
members  of  the  Annual  Conference.  We 
were  beginning  to  imagine  that  the  hard 
won  battle  which  Georgia  Harkness  fought 
at  the  1954  General  Conference  was  not 
just  an  exercise  in  polity  and  legislation.  It 
was  a  prophetic  witness.  It  was  a  promise 
for  a  new  future.  It  was  an  invitation  to 
stand  in  the  gap  between  what  was  and 
what  could  be.” 

Rev.  Darlene  A.  Moore,  pastor  of 
Camphor  Memorial  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge, 
spent  her  formative  years  in  Mandeville, 

La.  “Throughout  my  youth,  I  was  fortunate 
to  have  pastors  who  were  affirming  and 
supportive.  The  young  people  of  our 
church  were  always  included  as  part  of  the 
service,”  said  Moore. 

Darlene  credits  her  mother,  Delores 
Moore,  for  developing  her  interest  in  min¬ 
istry.  “She  was  active  in  United  Methodist 
Women,  and  so  was  I.  She  modeled 
endurance  and  caring.  If  anyone  was  sick, 
celebrating  a  graduation  or  the  birth  of  a 
baby,  my  mom  was  there  for  support.” 


Moore’s  father  Charles  brought  her  to 
church  every  Sunday.  “Although  he  was  a 
die  hard  Baptist,  he  and  my  mom  are 
active  members  of  Newell  United 
Methodist  Church.” 

During  her  freshman  year  at  Dillard 
University  in  New  Orleans,  Moore  recalls 
a  life-changing  event  that  impacted  her 
path  toward  the  ministry.  “My  only  sister 
Charlene,  who  was  25  years  old,  came  to 
visit  me  on  campus.  She  told  me  two 
things  that  turned  out  to  be  very  important. 
First,  she  said,  ‘God  is  going  to  use  you  in 
an  awesome  way,  if  you  let  him.’  Then  she 
asked  me  to  help  take  care  of  her  three- 
year-old  son,  Walter.  Shortly  after  our  visit, 
Charlene  was  killed  in  a  car  accident.” 

True  to  the  promises  she  made  to  her 
sister,  Darlene  has  played  a  pivotal  role  in 
parenting  Walter,  alongside  her  parents. 
“Walter  just  celebrated  his  26th  birthday. 
He  and  his  wife  are  saved.  We  are  very 
close.” 

Moore  also  kept  her  promise  to  let  God 
use  her  in  ministry.  She  attended  Gammon 
Seminary,  and  was  ordained  in  1991  in 
Shreveport.  “Rev.  Alfred  Norris,  then  pres¬ 
ident  of  Gammon,  was  a  great  mentor. 
While  I  was  a  student  at  Dillard,  Rev. 

Leslie  Norris  was  my  chaplain,  and  was 
also  very  supportive  in  my  journey,”  she 
said. 

Moore  has  served  Camphor  Memorial 
UMC  for  four  years.  “With  most  of  my 
appointments,  I  was  the  first  woman  who 
served  each  one.  I  truly  believe  that  who¬ 
ever  God  calls,  God  equips.  There  was 
something  I  could  bring  to  each  place — He 
sent  me  with  my  own  gifts  to  celebrate  the 
joy  of  God.” 

Camphor  Memorial  UMC  places  a 
tremendous  emphasis  on  outreach,  visiting 
nursing  homes,  offering  a  “Yes”  summit 
for  young  people  every  summer,  partnering 
with  Banks  Elementary,  and  doing  hands 
on  ministry  with  evacuees  after  Hurricane 
Katrina. 

Moore,  an  accomplished  artist,  worked 
with  Camphor  to  coordinate  an  art  clinic  at 
the  local  Red  Cross  shelter  shortly  after  the 
storm.  “Expressing  their  fears  and  frustra¬ 
tion  through  art  was  an  excellent  outlet  for 
these  children,  many  who  had  been  res¬ 
cued  off  rooftops  and  from  other  danger¬ 
ous  situations.”  Her  paintings  will  be  fea¬ 
tured  during  the  Mid  City  Art  Hop,  May 
19  from  6-10  p.m.  at  the  Sabai  Jewelry 
Gallery  in  Baton  Rouge. 

A  short  prayer  focusing  on  renewal, 
written  by  Moore,  was  recently  published 
in  “Courageous  Spirit:  Voices  from 
Women  in  Ministry.”  The  book  is  a 
recently  published  collection  of  worship 
resources  and  personal  reflections  pro¬ 
duced  by  Upper  Room  Books  in  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  jubilee  of  full  clergy  rights  for 
women.  “I  think  it  is  an  important  exercise 
for  us  all  to  challenge  ourselves  to  write,” 
she  said. 

In  reflecting  upon  the  nature  of  min¬ 
istry,  Cotton-Winn  concluded,  “I  realize 
that  just  as  surely  as  the  Bishop  ordains  us 
to  Word,  Sacrament,  and  Order,  it  is  the 
congregation  that  gives  us  permission  to  be 
their  pastor  and  validates  our  call.  The 
cabinet  sends  us  to  our  places  of  service, 
but  it  is  the  people  of  the  church  who  give 
our  ministry  authenticity.” 


Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist 
Men  will  hold  a  retreat  April  21-22  at  The 
Wesley  Center  in  Woodworth,  La. 

The  theme  for  this  year’s  event  is  “Men 
in  Ministry:  Called,  Equipped,  Sent.”  The 
focus  for  the  event  is  guiding  and  equip¬ 
ping  local  United  Methodist  Men’s  groups, 
with  Bob  Keiderling  serving  as  retreat 
leader. 

“Those  attending  will  enjoy  breakout 
groups,  worship  and  times  for  personal 


The  clergy  women  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  will  gather  for  a  time 
of  retreat  and  fellowship  on  Tues.,  May  16 
at  noon  through  Wed.,  May  17  at  noon  at 
the  Wesley  Retreat  Center  in  Woodworth, 

La. 

Rev.  Ellen  Blue,  who  is  facilitating  the 
retreat,  is  an  ordained  elder  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  and  an  assis¬ 
tant  professor  of  History  of  Christianity 

Director  of  Youth 

Must  be  at  last  2 1  years  of  age  (prefer¬ 
ably  25)  and  have  completed  a  college 
degree.  A  degree  in  Christian  Education, 
Youth  Ministry,  or  Master  of  Divinity  is 
helpful,  but  not  required.  Director  must  be 
personable,  outgoing  and  work  well  with 
others.  It  is  important  that  (he/she)  be  a 
self-starter,  a  team  player,  and  have  the 


Two  opportunities  for  continuing  educa¬ 
tion  in  professional  church-related  fields 
are  being  offered  this  summer  in  Atlanta, 
Ga.  for  church  administrators,  accountants, 
secretaries  and  administrative  assistants. 

The  National  Institute  in  Church 
Finance  and  Administration  will  offer  spe¬ 
cialized  training  and  enrichment  for  church 
administrators,  church  accountants,  finan¬ 
cial  secretaries  and  pastors  focusing  on 
administration  in  local  church  congrega¬ 
tions. 

The  session  is  slated  for  June  19-29,  and 
requires  a  $100  deposit  with  a  $550  fee 


reflection.  Friday  evening  will  be  very  spe¬ 
cial  with  a  bonfire  and  an  opportunity  for 
the  sharing  of  testimonials,”  said  Joe 
Kelley,  president  of  the  La.  Conference 
United  Methodist  Men..The  cost  per  person 
is  $35  before  April  14,  $40  after  April  14, 
and  reservations  may  be  made  by  contact¬ 
ing  Barney  Babin  at 
blbabin@bellsouth.net. 

Make  room  reservations  directly  with 
The  Wesley  Center,  (318)  449-4500. 


and  United  Methodist  Studies  at  Phillips 
Theological  Seminary  in  Tulsa,  Okla. 

Participants  will  enjoy  worship,  fellow¬ 
ship  and  time  for  reflection.  An  evening 
bonfire  and  a  “lazy”  morning  breakfast  will 
be  featured.  For  more  information  and  to 
register  contact  Rev.  Erica  Jenkins  at  (337) 
394-5706,  malumc@bellsouth.net  or  Rev. 
Ann  Sutton  at  (337)  984-4211,  annsut- 
ton@asbury-umc.org. 

Ministry  sought 

ability  to  enable  the  congregation  to  carry 
out  his/her  vision.  Creativity  and  ability  to 
relate  well  to  youth  and  adults  is  a  must. 
Number  of  hours  per  week  is  negotiable. 
Contact  Rev.  G.  Larry  Maxwell,  Pastor, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Homer  La., 
glmaxwell@cmaaccess.com. 


payable  at  the  seminar.  More  information 
on  the  event  can  be  obtained  by  visiting  the 
website  at  www.umacba.org/NICFA/certifi- 
cation.asp  or  email  nicfa@bellsouth.net. 

The  Professional  Association  of  United 
Methodist  Church  Secretaries  (PAUMCS) 
Certification  School  will  be  held  July  16- 
2 1  at  Emory  University  in  Atlanta.  The 
cost  of  the  seminar  is  $300.  Judy  Gross, 
administrative  assistant  for  the  Alexandria 
District,  is  happy  to  provide  information  on 
the  program.  She  may  be  reached  at  (3 1 8) 
443-3213. 


Cotton  Winn 


2006  Clergy  Women's  Retreat 
"Women's  Voices:  Lost  &  Found" 


Professional  seminars  offered 
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Transition  seminar  slated  May  6 


Wesley  UMC:  140 


Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  celebrates  its  140th  anniver¬ 
sary  May  21  at  an  11  a.m.  worship  service. 

Keynote  speaker  will  be  Fred  Mathews 
III  of  Chicago,  formerly  a  resident  of 
Baton  Rouge  and  a  member  of  Wesley 
UMC.  All  are  invited  to  attend. 

The  historic  church,  located  in  the 
downtown  area  of  the  city,  stresses  out¬ 
reach  ministries  as  a  vital  component  of  the 
life  of  the  church. 

Vacation  Bible  School,  Girl  Scout  troop 
sponsorship,  health  seminars  on  high  blood 
pressure  and  diabetes,  hosting  Alchoholics 


years  of  ministry 


Anonymous  groups,  and  working  at  the 
Holy  Grill  meals  ministry  are  just  a  few  of 
the  ways  this  active  church  touches  the 
lives  of  those  who  need  assistance  the 
most. 

Church  members  volunteered  to  help 
with  meals  for  displaced  persons  following 
Hurricane  Katrina.  “So  many  people  came 
to  Baton  Rouge  after  the  storm  with  basic 
needs  like  food  and  shelter.  It  was  very 
rewarding  for  our  congregation  to  lend  a 
hand  to  these  folks  who  had  been  through 
so  much,”  said  Alverta  W.  Tucker,  church 
member. 


“A  Future  Full  of  Promise,”  this  year’s 
transition  seminar  for  clergy,  will  focus  on 
reflection,  recovery,  redirection  and  renew¬ 
al. 

The  event,  specifically  for  pastors  and 
spouses  who  are  moving  to  new  appoint¬ 
ments  in  June  or  beginning  work  in  the 
mission  zones  of  New  Orleans  or 
Cameron,  will  be  held  May  6  from  9:30 
a.m.-4  p.m.  at  The  Wesley  Center  in 
Woodworth. 

The  planning  committee  has  carefully 
designed  the  seminar  with  the  knowledge 
that  this  has  been  a  year  of  unexpected 
changes  and  adjustments  for  everyone  in 
our  state.  “There  is  no  way  to  find  words  to 
express  the  transitions  all  of  us  have  faced 
from  one  end  of  the  state  to  the  other  in  the 
aftermath  of  the  hurricanes.  Clergy  in  some 
areas  have  sustained  losses  of  their  church¬ 
es,  homes,  and  communities.  In  other  areas 
of  the  state  clergy  have  struggled  with  lim¬ 
ited  resources  and  overwhelming  needs  and 
demands  for  ministry.  And,  in  the  midst  of 
it  all,  we  have  continued  to  face  the  ‘ordi¬ 
nary’  day  to  day  stressors  of  ministry,” 
reads  the  event  brochure. 

The  planning  team  for  the  event 
includes  Doug  Ezell,  chair,  Patti  Ezell, 
Craig  Gilliam,  James  Haynes,  Mildred 


Haynes,  Kay  Hutchinson,  Roger  Lathan 
and  Laura  Moses. 

This  year’s  seminar  will  offer  small 
group  discussions  about  needs  related  to 
experiences  this  past  year  and  needs  related 
to  upcoming  ministry.  In  addition.  Four 
counselors  will  be  available  on  site,  and 
participants  may  miss  any  portion  of  the 
scheduled  activities  to  meet  with  a  coun¬ 
selor  for  additional  support.  Sign-up  sheets 
will  be  available  at  the  registration  table. 

Special  activities  will  be  available  for 
school-age  children  and  youth,  five  years 
and  older.  If  a  nursery  is  needed,  please 
request  as  soon  as  possible  through  your 
District  Superintendent. 

The  cost  of  the  seminar  is  $20  per  adult 
and  $9  per  school-age  child  or  youth. 
Registration  fees  cover  all  expenses  of  the 
seminar.  Local  churches  from  which  a  pas¬ 
tor  is  moving  are  urged  to  cover  the  regis¬ 
tration  fee  for  the  clergy  family  to  attend. 
All  clergy  who  are  moving  to  new  appoint¬ 
ments  in  June,  or  who  will  be  working  in 
the  new  mission  zones  are  expected  to 
attend.  Register  with  your  District 
Superintendent  by  April  24.  For  further 
information,  contact  Rev.  Doug  Ezell, 

(337)  439-2982. 


Pre-Conference  Report 
to  be  available  online 

As  is  previous  years,  the  Pre- 
Conference  Report  will  be  posted  on  the 
Conference  Website  April  17  for  down¬ 
loading. 

If  it  is  impossible  for  anyone  attending 
this  year’s  Annual  Conference  to  have 
access  to  a  computer  for  downloading,  the 
Conference  Area  offices  can  provide  you 
with  a  printed  copy. 

You  must  make  your  request  in  writing 
to:  Pat  Bolander,  La.  Annual  Conference 
Offices,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA  70802  by  April  17. 


Teenagers: 
Blessing  or  Curse? 

A  workshop  for  families  struggling 
with  the  teen  years 

April  11,  18  and  25  and 
May  2,  9  and  16 
First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge 
$25  for  six  classes 

For  details  and  registration,  contact 
Sarah  Coleman,  M.S.,  MFT  Intern 
(225)  383-5209 


Director  of  Youth  Ministries  Position 
Available 

Jefferson  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  is  currently  seeking  a 
Director  of  Youth  Ministries. 

This  is  a  part-time  position  requiring  20 
hrs./week 

If  interested,  please  contact: 

Rev.  Doug  Baker 
(225)  293-4440 
doug@jeffersononline.org 


What’s  Your  Next 
Financial  Move? 

Many  women  face  major  questions  during  retire¬ 
ment  years.  What  kind  of  plans  should  they  make  for 
the  future?  Should  they  sell  a  family  residence  and 
move  to  a  retirement  community?  How  should  they 
handle  inheritance  for  the  wayward  child?  What  if 
there  is  an  IRA  balance  when  she  passes  away? 

Join  us  at  one  or  both  of  our  FREE  webcast  tele¬ 
conferences  to  address  these  questions  and  more. 
Expert  women  attorneys  and  gift  planners  will  enter¬ 
tain  you  in  a  lively  discussion  format  as  they  answer 
many  of  the  financial  planning  questions  you  have. 

Call  us  or  visit  our  website  for  more  information! 


2  FREE  Teleconferences 

Thursday,  April  27,  2006 

United  Methodist  Foundation,  8337  Jefferson  Highway,  Baton  Rouge 


“Solutions  for  Women” 

GiftLegacy  Webcast  for  Individuals 
1 2  noon  -  1 :00  p.m.  (Lunch  served) 

To  register,  call: 

(225)  346-1535  or  (800)  256-9317 


“Senior  Women  Donors” 

GiftLaw  Webcast  for  Professionals 


A 
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2:00-4:15  p.m. 
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Reservations  Required;  Seating  is  Limited 


Or  E-mail: 

info@umf.org 
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Mark  your 
calendars! 
2006  La.  Annual 
Conference 
Centenary  College 
Shreveport,  La. 
June  4-7 


On  the  Journey  /2 

Pre-Conference  Report 
now  available  online 

All  clergy  and  lay  members  of  the 
annual  conference  are  encouraged  to 
download  their  copy  of  the  2006  Pre- 
Conference  Report  from  the  Conference 
website.  The  website  address  is 
www.la-umc.org. 

If  you  have  no  possibilities  for 
access  to  a  computer  and  the  internet, 
check  with  your  District  Office  to 
obtain  a  copy. 

'Katrina/Rita  Gathering' 
June  5  for  attendees 

In  response  to  evaluations  from  pre¬ 
vious  events,  the  Worship  and  Agenda 
committees  are  arranging  for  a  time  of 
fellowship  and  conversation  for  those 
attending  this  year’s  annual  conference 
in  Shreveport.  The  gathering  will  be 
held  Mon.,  June  5  from  7-9  p.m.  at 
Bain  Hall  located  in  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  complex. 

Dubbed  the  “Katrina/Rita 
Gathering,”  the  evening  will  serve  as  a 
time  to  visit  with  one  another  informal¬ 
ly  in  a  relaxed  setting.  “Evaluations 
have  indicated  that  members  would  like 
to  have  more  time  to  visit  and  catch  up 
with  one  another  during  annual  confer¬ 
ence.  This  special  event  not  only  pro¬ 
vides  that  opportunity,  but  gives  us  a 
chance  to  celebrate  that  as  a  conference 
we  are  still  ‘yet  alive’  after  the  difficult 
year  we  have  experienced,”  said  Rev. 
Don  Cottrill,  Provost. 

Music  will  be  provided  by  a  jazz 
ensemble,  and  there  will  be  a  brief  wor¬ 
ship  component  to  the  evening. 
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Opening  the  Door  to  a 
House  Not  Made  With  Hands 

2  Corinthians  5:1 


Kevin  Martin,  a  member  of  Love  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  in  Haughton,  is 
the  graphic  artist  for  the  2006  Annual  Conference  logo.  Martin,  owner  of  the  graph¬ 
ic  design  firm  Martin  Creative,  Inc.,  recently  moved  his  office  to  Bossier  City. 

This  year's  logo  reflects  the  concept  of  Justifying  grace  as  outlined  in  the  scripture, 
"Opening  the  door  to  a  house  not  made  with  hands,"  2  Corinthians  5:1. 

"The  open  door  depicted  in  the  logo  represents  the  path  to  God  through  grace.  In 
chosing  a  font  for  the  logo,  I  went  with  a  script  because  the  word  'grace'  is  graceful. 

I  chose  the  color  purple  for  the  wording  because  it  is  representative  of  royalty  and 
Christ's  heavenly  place,"  said  Martin. 

An  active  member  in  the  praise  band  at  Love  Chapel  UMC,  Martin  said, "I  was  given 
this  gift  of  art  from  God,  and  I  am  just  happy  I  can  share  it  with  everybody." 

50th  Anniversary  of  full  clergy  rights  for  women 


A  Celebration  of 
the  50th  Anniversary 
of  Full  Clergy  Rights 
for  Women  will  be 
held  Tues.,  June  6 
from  8:30-10  a.m.  in 
the  Gold  Dome  at 
Centenary  College.  Dr.Tatem 

Dr.  Dorothy 

Watson  Tatem,  serving  on  the  staff  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Conference,  will  serve 
as  keynote  speaker.  Watson  Tatem  was 
named  the  2004  Preacher  of  the  Year  by 

Deadline  for  Annual 

Those  wishing  to  arrange  for  dis¬ 
play  areas  at  the  June  4-7,  2006  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  in  Shreveport  may  do  so 
by  contacting  Rhonda  Whitley  at  the 
Conference  area  offices. 

Those  seeking  a  display  area  should 
provide  the  following  information  as 
soon  as  possible:  name  of  agency/insti¬ 
tution;  name  of  person  in  charge  of 


Black  United  Methodist  Preachers, 
EPAUMC. 

“The  committee  has  done  a  lot  of 
research  to  make  sure  we  are  lifting  up 
the  name  of  all  women  who  have  served 
as  clergy  within  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  throughout  its  history,” 
Rachel  Scott,  committee  chair. 
“Although  the  service  is  focusing  on 
ordained  women,  we  are  celebrating  and 
recognizing  how  the  decision  to  give 
full  rights  in  1956  has  empowered 
women  to  move  into  all  areas  of  min- 


exhibit;  phone  number,  address,  email 
address;  number  of  tables  needed. 

There  will  be  a  charge  of  $25  for 
groups  not  directly  related  to  the 
Conference  or  its  related  ministries. 
There  will  also  be  a  $25  charge  if  a 
product  is  to  be  sold.  A  table  will  be 
provided,  which  can  be  set  up 
Saturday  through  Monday.  The 
exhibitor  is  required  to  provide  any 


'Justifying  Grace' 
this  year's  theme 

“Justifying  Grace:  Opening  the 
door  to  a  house  not  made  with  hands” 
will  serve  as  the  theme  for  the  2006 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  to  be 
held  June  4-7  in  the  Gold  Dome  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport.  This 
year’s  theme,  centering  on  justifying 
grace,  is  the  second  of  four  during  this 
quadrennium  focusing  on  John 
Wesley’s  approach  to  God’s  grace. 
Using  the  overall  concept  of  “Grace — 
And  Can  It  Be,”  the  next  two  themes 
for  annual  conference  will  be  Rebirth 
(2007),  and  Sanctifying  Grace  (2008). 
The  theme  for  the  2005  Annual 
Conference  was  Prevenient  Grace. 

The  scripture  for  this  year’s  event 
is  2  Corinthians  5:1:  “For  we  know 
that  if  the  tent,  which  is  our  earthly 
home,  is  destroyed,  we  have  a  build¬ 
ing  from  God,  a  house  not  made  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.” 

See  Annual  Conference ,  page  3 

to  be  celebrated  June  6 

istry,  creating  waves  of  opportunity  and 
creating  a  broader  definition  of  what  it 
means  to  be  in  ministry.” 

A  highlight  of  the  service  will  be  a 
re-enactment  of  excerpts  of  the  actual 
discussion  at  the  1 956  General 
Conference,  where  the  decision  to  grant 
full  rights  was  made.  “We  will  actually 
have  people  speaking  from  microphones 
on  the  floor.  The  committee  picked  out 
interesting  excerpts  from  the  actual  dia¬ 
logues  from  the  conference  floor.  I  think 
folks  will  find  it  interesting,”  said  Scott. 


tablecloth,  skirt,  or  other  decoration 
for  their  individual  display  table. 

The  deadline  for  space  request  is 
May  2.  Spaces  are  designated  on  a 
first-come,  first  served  basis. 

Whitley  may  be  contacted  by  writing 
527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802-5700,  by  email  at  rkwhit- 
ley@bellsouth.net,  or  by  phone  at 
(225)  346-1646. 


Conference  display  area  reservations  May  2 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

I'm  Lonesome  for  Grace 


I’-ue-just  returned  home  from  a  beauti¬ 
ful  and  soul  stirring  Maundy  Thursday 
service.  The  plaintive  music,  the  glow  of 
twelve  candles,  the  setting  sun  shining 
through  exquisite  stained  glass,  the  foot 
washing  stations  coupled  with  the  serv¬ 
ing  of  holy  communion  -  all  were  means 
of  grace  to  me.  And  it  was  grace  I  need¬ 
ed  to  hear  and  experience.  Even  the  pas¬ 
tor’s  meditation  was  on  grace  and  grace 
alone.  It  was  a  cleansing  and  deeply 
strengthening  hour  of  retreat  from  the 
world  and  its  flawed  values. 

As  I  sat  and  listened  to  the  scripture 
readings  and  turned  inward  in  my  own 
journey,  a  strange  song  kept  coming  to 
my  mind.  You  might  think  it  even  sacri¬ 
legious.  The  song  was  made  popular 
many  years  ago  by  “The  King”,  Elvis 
Presley  and  is  entitled  “Are  Your 
Lonesome  Tonight?”  That  was  the  ques¬ 
tion  for  me.  Was  I  lonesome  this  night? 
And  the  answer  was  “Yes.”  I  was  lone¬ 
some  for  many  things,  but  the  further  we 
went  in  the  service  the  more  I  knew  that 
for  which  I  was  lonesome  was  the  theme 
of  the  service  -  Grace.  Even  in  the  midst 
of  betrayal,  misunderstanding,  hurt  and 
imminent  death,  Jesus  was  grace-full  and 
dispensed  that  amazing  grace  quite 
freely.  It  was  a  reassurance  I  needed  des¬ 
perately. 

My  prayer  as  I  went  to  the  altar  this 
night  was,  “God,  forgive  me  for  my  per¬ 
sonal  and  grievous  sins.  And  please  help 
me  not  to  hold  the  sins  of  others  in  my 
heart.  Please  do  not  let  that  be  one  of 
my  sins.”  Oh  yes,  I  am  lonesome 
tonight.  I  am  lonesome  for  grace. 

I  began  to  envision  our  Annual 
Conference  and  the  gathering  we  will 
have  June  4-7  in  Shreveport  when  all 
clergy  and  an  equal  amount  of  lay  dele¬ 
gates  and  many  visitors  will  gather 
together  once  again  to  share  the  grace  of 
Jesus  Christ.  I  can  hardly  wait  to  hear 
the  opening  stanza  of  that  hymn  with 
which  every  Methodist  Conference  has 
begun  since  John  Wesley  held  the  first 
one.  Hear  again  it’s  magnificent  and  per¬ 
tinent  words  written  by  Charles  Wesley 
in  1749: 

“And  are  we  yet  alive,  and  see  each 
other’s  face? 

Glory  and  thanks  to  Jesus  give  for  his 
almighty  grace!” 

“For  his  almighty  grace!”  Last  year’s 
theme  for  Annual  Conference  was 
“Prevenient  Grace:  God’s  Whisper  in 
our  Hearts.”  This  year  the  theme  will  be 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


“Justifying  Grace: 
Opening  the  Door  to 
a  House  Not  Made 
With  Hands.”  I 
believe  it  will  be 
another  opportunity 
for  us  to  stand  in  the 
presence  of  the  liv¬ 
ing,  grace-full 
Savior  and  receive 


grace  upon  grace. 

I  also  realize  that  I  am  “lonesome”  for 
the  Annual  Conference  to  be  in  one  place 
together  again.  It  has  been  a  long,  hard, 
devastating  and  trying  year.  I  believe  we 
need  to  see  each  other’s  face.  I  believe 
we  need  to  celebrate  the  fact  we  are  yet 
alive! 


And  I  believe  we  need  to  give  glory  and 
thanks  to  Jesus  for  his  almighty  grace. 

Four  very  special  people  will  be  with 
us  to  help  us  experience  and  celebrate 
grace.  Bishop  William  Oden,  former 
presiding  bishop  of  Louisiana,  will  be 
our  teacher  on  Justifying  Grace.  Dr. 
Dorothy  Watson  Tatem  will  be  our 
Conference  Preacher  and  will  preach  at 
the  service  where  we  recognize  Clergy 
Women.  Dr.  Odell  Simmons  will  preach 
the  Memorial  Service  on  Sunday 
evening.  And  Paul  Saik,  professional 
musician  will  lead  us  in  worship  and  will 
also  entertain  us  at  the  Monday  evening 
“fun  night”  when  we  have  a 
“Katrina/Rita”  party! 

It’s  going  to  be  a  great  Annual 
Conference  because  grace  will  certainly 
prevail.  Please  begin  now  to  pray  for  a 
grace-filled  time  together.  We  don’t  need 
to  bring  contention  and  dissension  into 
our  midst.  We  all  need  to  experience 
grace,  because  we’ve  already  had  enough 
hurt  and  pain  to  last  a  lifetime! 

God  bless  you  in  this  holy  season  of 
Eastertide.  As  we  celebrate  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  Jesus,  may  we  also  submit  our 
lives  and  our  churches  and  our 
Conference  to  the  resurrecting  power  of 
the  risen  Lord.  And  may  we  order  our 
actions,  our  words  and  our  thoughts  by 
that  amazing  grace  that  only  the  risen 
Christ  can  give. 

In  Christ’s  love  and  AMAZING 
GRACE, 

Bill  Hutchinson 

fall 


PRE-CONFERENCE 
Training  Sessions 

Acadiana 


1st  UMC,  Lafayette 

Pharr  Chapel,  Morgan  City 

May  21 

May  22 

3:00  p.m 
6:30  p.m. 

Alexandria 

Horseshoe  Drive 

May  21 

3:00  p.m. 

Baton  Rouqe 

1 st  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

May  21 

3:00  p.m. 

Lake  Charles 

First  UMC,  Lake  Charles 

May  7 

3:00  p.m. 

Monroe 

1st  UMC,  West  Monroe 

May  21 

3:00  p.m. 

New  Orleans 

Lake  Vista  UMC 

May  7 

3:00  p.m. 

ShreveDort 

Broadmoor,  Shreveport 

Lakeview  UMC,  Minden 

May  8 

May  1 1 

6:30  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 

Special  Offerings  for  2006  Annual  Conference 

There  will  be  three  opportunities  for  offerings  during  this  year’s  session  of  annual  con¬ 
ference.  An  offering  for  Generation  of  Hope,  in  response  to  the  global  AIDS  epidemic, 
will  be  collected  during  the  Memorial/Communion  Service  on  Sunday  evening. 

A  second  offering  for  assistance  to  the  clergy  and  spouses  who  were  displaced  by  the 
hurricanes  will  be  collected  during  the  Clergy  and  Laity  Sessions  on  Monday  afternoon. 

Each  congregation  was  asked  to  collect  an  offering  on  Easter  Sunday  to  assist  in  the 
Louisiana  Bishop’s  Appeal  for  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita.  This  offering  assists  in  pas¬ 
toral  support  and  expenses  related  to  our  clergy  and  local  church  needs  in  the  New 
Orleans,  Lake  Charles  and  Acadiana  Districts.  This  offering  will  be  taken  during  the 
Ordination/Commissioning  Service  on  Tuesday  evening. 


Louisiana  Conference 


William  W.  Hutchinson 
Don  Cottrill 
Betty  Backstrom 


Resident  Bishop 

Provost 

Editor 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and  is  published  twice  a  month. 

Subscriptions  are  $1 5  for  one  year,  $25  for  two  years. 

(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.) 

Send  subscriptions,  news  and  information  to: 

Editor 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
E-mail:  lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888)  239-5286  ext.  227 
(225)  346-1646,  (225)  383-2652  fax 

You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
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AGENDA 

ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  2006 

“Justifying  Grace:  Opening  the  Door  to  a  House  not  made  with 
Hands.”  2  Corinthians  5:1 

(as  of  3/28/06 

Sunday  Evening,  June  4 


5:00  p.m.  -  6:45  p.m.  Registration  @ 

Asbury  UMC,  Bossier  City 
1:00  p.m.  -  6:00  p.m.  Registration  @  Centenary 
College  for  those  staying 
on  Campus  @  Student  Union 
4:00  p.m.  -  6:00  p.m.  Meal  at  Centenary  College 
Available  for  Retired  Clergy 
&  Spouses/Surviving  Spouses 
7:00  p.m.  Memorial/  Communion  Service 

@  Asbury  UMC  Bossier  City 
(Offering-Generation  of  Hope  (AIDS)) 


Monday,  June  5 


6:45  a.m.  -  7:00  a.m.  Morning  Prayer  @ 
Amphitheater 
(SPONSORED  BY  UMM) 

8:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m.  Registration  in  Gold  Dome 
Continues 

8:00  a.m.  -  10:00  a.m.  Committee  Meetings 
(See  listing  for  location  of  Boards  &  Committee) 

8:30  a.m.  -  9:30  a.m.  New  Member  Orientation  for 
Lay  &  Clergy  in  Chapel  at 
Centenary  College 

10:15  a.m.  Gathering  Music 

10:30  a.m.  - 10:45  a.m. Processional  -  Consecrating 
the  Space  (Gold  Dome) 

10:45  a.m.  - 11:10  a.m.The  Convening  of  the  2006 
Session  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference 
Prayer  -  Welcome 
Greetings  from  Dignitaries 
Roll  Call 

Rules  of  Order  for  Conference 
Sessions 

Adoption  of  Agenda 
Introduction  of  Theme 
Report  of  the  Episcopacy 
Committee 

11:10  a.m.  - 12:00  The  Episcopal  Address 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson 
12:00  Noon  Lunch  Break 

1:15  p.m.  Gathering  Music 

1:30  p.m.  -  3:00  p.m.  Business  Session 

Prayer 

Introduction  of  New  Business 

•  Petitions/Resolutions 

•  CFA  Report  #1 

•  Equitable  Compensation 

•  Report  of  the  Publishing 
House 

•  Report  of  the  Nominations 
Committee  #1 

•  Report  of  the  Statistician 

•  Invitation  to  Wesley  Tour  of 
England 

•  Announcements 

3:00  p.m.  -  5:00  p.m.  Clergy  Session  (Chapel) 

Laity  Session  (GoldDome) 

(Collection  to  be  taken  for  Clergy  &  Spouses/Surviving 
Spouses  displaced  by  the  Hurricanes  of  2005) 

5:00  p.m.  Dinner 

7:00  p.m.  Kalrina/Rita  Gathering 


Tuesday,  June  6 


6:45  a.m.  -  7:00  a.m.  Morning  Prayer  @ 
Amphitheater 
(Sponsored  by  UMM) 

7:00  a.m.  -  8:00  a.m.  Laity  Breakfast 
8:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m.  Late  Registration  in  Gold 
Dome  Continues 
8:15  a.m.  Gathering  Music 

8:30  a.m.  - 10:00  a.m.  Worship  -  Celebration  of 

Clergy  Rights  for  Women  50th 
Anniversary 

10:00  a.m.  Stand-up  Break 


not  inclusive) 

10:15  a.m.  -  11:00  a.m. Business  Session 

Report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Journal 

Address  to  the  Conference  by 
the  Conference  Lay  Leader 
Conference  Board  of  Laity 
Report 

Report  of  the  Conference 
Ministry  Team 
Action  Items 
Announcements 


11:00  a.m.  -  12:00  Noon  Report  of  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  #1 
Recognition  of  Retirees, 
Passing  of  the  Mantle 
12:00 -1:30  p.m.  LUNCH  BREAK 

Retirees  Luncheon  @  Noel 
UMC 

1:15  p.m.  -  1:30  p.m.  Gathering  Music 


1:30  p.m.  -  3:00  p.m.  Business  Session 
Prayer 

Report  of  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry  #2 
Other  business 
3:00  p.m.  -  3:15  p.m.  Break 

3:15  p.m.  -  4:30  p.m.  Report  on  Hurricane  Response 
(Recognition  of  UMCOR,  Conference  Staff 
&  Volunteers) 

Report  on  the  Present  & 

Future  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans 
4:30  pm.  -  7:00  p.m.  Dinner  Break 
Alumni  Dinners 

7:00  p.m.  -  7:30  p.m.  Pre-Service  Music  -  FUMC, 
Shreveport 

7:30  p.m.  Service  of  Ordination  & 

Commissioning 
(Reception  to  follow  in  Bain 
Hall) 

(Offering  -  Bishop's  Appeal) 


Wednesday,  June  7 

6:45  a.m.  -  7:00  a.m.  Morning  Prayer  @ 
Amphitheater 
(Sponsored  by  UMM) 

8:15  a.m.  -  8:30  a.m.  Gathering  Music 
8:30  a.m.  -  9:15  a.m.  Bible  Study  -  Bishop  William 
Oden 

9:15  a.m.  -  9:25  a.m.  Stand-up  Break 
9:35  a.m.  -  12:00  Noon  Business  Session 

Report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Journal 

Celebration  of  Bicentennial  of 
Louisiana  Methodism 
Report  of  the  Board  of 
Pensions 

Report  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Trustees 
Report  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration 
Other  business 
Announcements 

12:00  -  1:30  p.m.  Lunch  Break 

Award’s  Luncheon  - 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport 
1:15  p.m.  -  1:30  p.m.  Gathering  Music 
1 :30  p.m.  -  3:00  p.m.  Business  Session 

Report  of  the  Rules  Committee 
Committee  of  Petitions 
The  Fixing  of  Appointments 
Invitation  to  the  2007  Session 
of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference 

Service  of  Sending  Forth 


(i/Yice  ■ 

2006 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Annual  Conference 

y  Opening  the  Door  to  a 

House  Not  Made  With  Hands 

Shreveport,  LA 

2  Corinthians  5:1 

June  4  -  7 

Attention 

First  Time  Members  of  Conference 
Lay  and  Clergy 

There  will  be  a  training  session  for  those  who  are  first 
time  members  of  the  Conference  (both  lay  and  clergy)  to  be 
held  in  the  Chapel  on  Centenary’s  campus 
Monday  morning  from  8:30-9:30  a.m. 


Annual  Conference,  from  page  1 


“John  Wesley’s  visual  image  of  grace 
can  be  pictured  as  the  components  of  a 
house.  Prevenient  grace  is  symbolized  by 
the  porch,  preparing  the  way  for  believers; 
justifying  grace  is  represented  by  the  door 
to  the  house,  referring  to  Christ’s  sacrifice 
that  erased  our  sins  and  ‘opened  the  door’; 
and  sanctifying  grace  is  represented  by  the 
rest  of  the  house,  the  sanctuary  which 
places  us  in  the  presence  of  God,”  said 
Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  Provost. 

Mimi  McDowell,  chairman  of  the 
Worship  Committee,  added,  “Bishop 
Hutchinson’s  choice  of  scripture  not  only 
illustrates  the  concept  of  justifying  grace, 
but  it  has  added  meaning  for  all  of 
Louisiana’s  people  as  we  recover  from 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita.” 

Special  worship  services  during  annual 
conference  include  the  traditional 
Memorial/Communion  Service,  scheduled 
for  7  p.m.  on  Sunday,  June  4  at  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Bossier  City; 
the  Processional  and  Consecration  of 
Space,  Monday  at  10:30  a.m.  in  the  Gold 
Dome  on  Centenary’s  campus;  a 
Celebration  of  50  Years  of  Women  in 
Ministry  on  Tuesday  morning;  the  annual 
Ordination  Service  on  Tuesday  evening; 
and  Sending  Forth  on  Wednesday  after¬ 
noon. 

“The  overall  theme  of  grace  for  this 
quadrennium  is  so  appropriate  in  light  of 
the  devastating  storms  within  our  confer¬ 
ence  this  year.  In  spite  of  the  tremendous 
destruction  and  despair,  God’s  grace  con¬ 
tinues  to  surround  us  and  uphold  us. 
During  our  worship,  we  will  gather  both  to 
remember  and  to  celebrate.  Being  sensi¬ 
tive  to  the  financial  constraints  upon  our 
conference  as  a  result  of  the  storms,  the 
worship  committee  has  made  a  concerted 
effort  to  scale  back  and  reduce  our  expens¬ 
es,  while  still  maintaining  a  worshipful 
atmosphere  and  sacred  space,”  said 
McDowell. 

Rev.  Dorothy  Watson  Tatem  will 
preach  for  the  50th  anniversary  celebration 
of  clergy  rights  for  women,  scheduled  for 
Tuesday  at  8:30  a.m.  in  the  Gold  Dome. 
Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  will  again 
speak  and  officiate  at  the  ordination  serv¬ 
ice,  scheduled  for  7:30  p.m.  on  Tuesday  at 
First  UMC.  A  special  offering  will  be  col¬ 
lected  for  the  Bishop’s  Appeal. 

Bible  study,  which  will  be  offered  on 
Wednesday  morning,  will  by  taught  by 


Bishop  William  Oden,  bishop  in  residence 
at  Perkins  School  of  Theology.  Bishop 
Oden  currently  serves  as  ecumenial  officer 
for  the  Council  of  Bishops,  and  started  his 
episcopacy  in  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference. 

Registration  for  annual  conference  will 
be  handled  differently  this  year.  Attendees 
can  register  from  5p.m. -6:45  p.m.  at 
Asbury  UMC  in  Bossier  City,  immediately 
before  the  Memorial  Service  begins  at  7 
p.m.  on  June  4.  For  those  staying  on 
Centenary’s  campus,  registration  packets 
can  be  obtained  from  1  -6  p.m.  on  Sunday 
at  the  Student  Union.  When  picking  up 
room  keys  at  the  Student  Union,  members 
can  pick  up  their  name  tags  and  registration 
packets  as  well.  For  those  who  miss  these 
opportunities,  registration  will  continue  at 
the  Gold  Dome  from  8  a.m.-5  p.m., 
Monday-Tuesday. 

Due  to  renovations  being  made  to  the 
Centenary  Cafeteria,  meals  on  campus  will 
only  be  provided  to  retired  clergy  and  their 
spouses.  “The  construction  has  to  be  sched¬ 
uled  when  students  are  not  on  the 
Centenary  Campus,  so  we  won’t  have 
kitchen  space  to  accommodate  large 
crowds,”  said  McDowell.  “We  hope  that  no 
one  is  inconvenienced  by  this  change  in 
how  we  usually  provide  meals.  I  am  noti¬ 
fying  the  area  restaurants  that  typically 
serve  those  attending  our  conference  to  let 
them  know  to  expect  larger  crowds  than 
usual.” 

Other  highlights  include:  a  time  of  fel¬ 
lowship  at  a  “Katrina/Rita”  gathering  on 
Monday  night  at  First  UMC;  the  Passing  of 
the  Mantle  on  Tuesday  morning,  celebrat¬ 
ing  the  ministries  of  the  retirees  and  their 
spouses  along  with  welcoming  those  to  be 
commissioned,  consecrated  and  ordained 
for  ministry;  a  report  on  conference  hurri¬ 
cane  response  and  UMCOR;  a  special 
offering  during  Monday  afternoon’s  Clergy 
and  Laity  Sessions  for  clergy,  their  spous¬ 
es,  and  surviving  spouses  who  have  been 
displaced  by  the  hurricanes  of  2005;  collec¬ 
tion  of  an  offering  for  Generation  of 
Hope/AIDS  Relief  during  the 
Memorial/Communions  service  Sunday 
evening  at  Asbury  UMC  in  Bossier;  an 
awards  luncheon,  honoring  the  many  per¬ 
sons  who  have  excelled  in  leadership  on 
behalf  of  the  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ  and  a 
celebration  of  the  Bicentennial  of 
Louisiana  Methodism. 
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Sean  McAtee  and  Jeff  Byrd  of  United  Methodist  Communications  recently  delivered 
computers  donated  by  the  General  Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits  to  churches 
affected  by  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita.  Pictured  above  are  Rev.  Darryl  Tate,  director  of 
the  La.  UM  Storm  Recovery  Center,  Byrd,  Fred  Loy,  McAtee  and  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson,  with  Brian  Forkner  inside  the  truck.  McAtee,  upper  right,  is  shown  standing 
in  the  computer  lab  at  Boynton  UMC  in  New  Orleans  after  delivering  two  new  comput¬ 
ers  to  the  church.  McAtee  and  Byrd  are  pictured  right  with  Rev.  LeKisha  Reed  in  front  of 
Boynton  UMC,  where  Reed  serves  as  pastor.  When  presented  with  her  donated  comput¬ 
ers  Reed  exclaimed, "This  is  awesome!" 


BOTNTON 


UNITED  METHODIST 


IELCQ  ME! 

SUNDAY:  ,0w 
CHURCH  SCHOOL 
ITORSHIP  Hu 

•IEDNESDAY: 
BIBLE  STUDY  SPN 
Rev.  LeKISHA  RED 


Computers  donated  by  United  Methodist  agencies  arrive  in  La  and  Miss 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM  AND  WOODY 
WOODRICK 

United  Methodist  churches  in  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi  devastated  by  Hurricanes 
Katrina  and  Rita  got  a  much  needed  deliv¬ 
ery  recently  -  computers. 

The  donated  computers  -  1 1 5  desktops 
and  20  laptops  -  are  the  result  of  a  joint 
effort  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  and  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits. 

The  pension  board  was  in  the  process  of 
replacing  the  computers  in  the  fall  of  2005 
when  the  idea  of  giving  the  computers  to 
pastors  and  congregations  was  conceived 
by  Sean  McAtee,  tech  shop  director  for 
United  Methodist  Communications,  and 
Linda  Haas,  a  senior  analyst  at  the  Board 
of  Pension.  The  computers  were  three  to 
four  years  old. 

“These  computers  are  important  for 
ministry,”  said  the  Rev.  Larry  Hollon,  top 
executive  at  U  M  Communications.  “Many 
displaced  members  of  local  congregations 
remain  in  contact  with  friends  and  relatives 
by  e-mail.  Pastors  need  the  capability  to  be 
connected  in  order  to  stay  in  touch  with 
their  parishioners.  In  addition,  they  will  be 
able  to  use  the  computers  for  sermon 
preparation,  writing  and  other  more  routine 
work  that  has  become  commonplace  in  our 
digitized  society.” 


In  a  statement  about  the  donation  of 
computers,  Barbara  A.  Boigegrain,  top 
executive  at  the  Board  of  Pension  and 
Health  Benefits,  said,  “It  is  important  to 
find  meaningful  ways  to  continue  to  assist 
those  affected  by  the  storms  and  especially 
to  help  rebuild  churches,  which  help  people 
to  rebuild  lives.” 

From  November  to  February,  the  pen¬ 
sion  board  cleared  out  the  old  computers, 
wiped  them  clean,  reloaded  Microsoft 
Office,  and  tested  each  one  to  make  sure  it 
worked  properly. 

“They  (the  board  of  pension)  even  went 
so  far  as  to  carefully  box  each  unit  in  its 
original  Dell  container  so  that  all  I  had  to 
do  was  pick  them  up  for  delivery  to  the 
Gulf  Coast,”  said  McAtee. 

On  March  28,  McAtee  and  Jeff  Byrd, 
maintenance  supervisor  for  United 
Methodist  Communications,  began  moving 
the  computers  from  the  Board  of  Pension 
in  Evanston,  Ill. 

“We  were  able  to  pick  up  all  the  units  at 
one  time.  Seven  of  the  office  employees 
stopped  what  they  were  doing  at  their 
desks  and  joined  Jeff  and  me  in  loading  up 
the  truck,”  McAtee  said. 

The  pair  left  Evanston  in  breezy,  40- 
degree  weather  to  arrive  12  hours  later  in 
Jackson,  Miss.,  to  balmy  80-plus  tempera¬ 
tures.  “We  definitely  needed  a  wardrobe 


change,”  said  McAtee.  With  Byrd  behind 
the  wheel  of  the  truck,  the  two  made  “great 
time”  as  they  traveled  south.  “God  truly 
blessed  our  trip,”  Byrd  said. 

They  stopped  first  at  Central  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Jackson,  Miss.  The  23 
computers  left  there  will  be  distributed  to 
churches  in  the  Seashore  District. 

The  bulk  of  the  computers  were  off¬ 
loaded  at  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Storm  Recovery  Center  in  Baton  Rouge. 
McAtee  and  Byrd  were  greeted  by 
Louisiana  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson, 
the  Rev.  Darryl  Tate,  storm  center  director, 
and  Fred  Loy,  a  former  member  of  the 
General  Commission  on  Communication, 
the  governing  body  of  United  Methodist 
Communications. 

“We  are  appreciative  for  the  generous 
gift  of  computers  from  the  General  Board 
of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits,  along  with 
United  Methodist  Communication’s  contri¬ 
butions,”  Hutchinson  said.  “So  many 
churches  and  pastors  lost  all  their  office 
equipment,  and  this  will  go  a  long  way  in 
helping  to  replace  badly  needed  comput¬ 
ers.” 

McAtee  and  Byrd  delivered  the  last  load 
of  computers  March  3 1  to  the  Rev. 

LeKisha  Reed,  pastor  of  Boynton  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans.  As  the 
men  carried  the  equipment  inside  the 


church  building,  Reed  exclaimed,  “Thank 
you  so  much.  This  is  awesome!” 

Reed  plans  to  use  the  two  computers  for 
church  administrative  purposes  and  as  part 
of  the  church’s  ongoing  tutoring  outreach 
for  children  in  the  neighborhood. 

“We  have  an  older  congregation  with  a 
number  of  retired  school  teachers  and  prin¬ 
cipals,  so  the  tutoring  ministry  is  a  ‘natural’ 
for  Boynton  United  Methodist  Church,” 
Reed  said.  “The  kids  really  need  help 
because  so  many  of  them  were  displaced 
from  their  schools  for  long  periods  of  time 
after  Hurricane  Katrina  hit.” 

“Through  my  work,  I  have  come  to  see 
how  important  it  is  to  do  everything  you 
can  with  the  resources  you  have  to  help 
others  in  need,”  said  McAtee.  “If  every¬ 
body  would  look  around  them,  and  assess 
their  resources  and  connections  that  could 
be  shared,  the  recovery  effort  will  be  that 
much  stronger.” 

“We  are  delighted  to  work  with  the 
General  Board  of  Pensions  and  Health 
Benefits  and  the  annual  conferences  of 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi  to  provide  these 
tools  for  ministry,”  Hollon  said. 

Boigegrain  said,  “I  am  glad  and  proud 
of  our  employees  and  their  ongoing  efforts 
to  make  positive  investments  in  people’s 
lives:  our  participants,  our  churches  and, 
particularly,  those  in  need.” 
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Directory  of  Conference  Boards  &  Agencies 

Room  Assignments  for  2006  Annual  Conference  Monday,  June  5,  8:30  -  10:00  am 


JACKSON  HALL 

Council  on  Finance  &  Administration  (CFA) 

Board  of  Church  and  Society 

Board  of  Discipleship 

Board  of  Global  Ministries 

Commission  on  Equitable  Compensation 

Board  of  Trustees 

Church  Extension  Team 

Board  of  Pension 

Board  of  Higher  Education  &  Campus  Ministries 
Commission  on  the  Status  &  Role  of  Woman 

SMITH  BUILDING 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
Committee  on  Christian  Unity 
Commission  on  Archives  &  History 


8:00  -  9:00 

Room  105 

8:30-10:00 

Room  107 

8:30-10:00 

Room  110 

8:30-10:00 

Room  304 

9:00-10:00 

Room  106 

9:00-10:00 

Room  302 

9:00-10:00 

Room  203 

9:00-10:00 

Room  113 

9:00-10:00 

Room  111 

9:00-10:00 

Room  104 

8:00-10:00 

Kilpatrick  Auditorium 

8:30-9:30 

Room  107 

9:00-10:00 

Room  108 

CONFERENCE  MEETINGS  &  MEALS 

MONDAY.  JUNE  5.  2006 

7:00  a.m. 

Fourth  Day  Community 

Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport 

Anderson  Hall 

12:00  noon 

BMCR 

St.  Paul  UMC 

12:00  noon 

Order  of  St.  Luke 

Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport 

12:00  noon 

COSROW 

Don’s  Seafood,  Shreveport 

12:00  noon 

Centenary  Alumni 

El  Chico,  Madison  Park 

12:15  p.m. 

Special  Appt  to  Extent.  Ministers 

Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport 

3:00-5:00  pm 

Clergy  Spouse  Tea 

Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport 

5:00  p.m. 

Gammon  Alumni  Fellowship 

Pete  Harris  Cafe 

TUESDAY.  JUNE  6.  2006 

7:00  a.m. 

Laity  Breakfast 

Broadmoor  UMC 

7:00  a.m. 

Order  of  Deacons  Breakfast 

Java  Junction  on  Kings  Highway 

12:00  noon 

W.  T.  Handy  Luncheon 

Faith  UMC,  Shreveport 

12:00  noon 

Retired  Ministers  Luncheon 

Noel  UMC,  Shreveport 

12:00  noon 

United  Methodist  Men  Luncheon 

Don’s  Seafood,  Shreveport 

12:00  noon 

Christian  Educators  Fellowship 

Broadmoor  UMC 

5:00  p.m. 

Local  Chapter  of  Associated  Members  and  Local  Pastors 

Broadmoor  UMC 

5:00  p.m. 

Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Alumni  Dinner 

FUMC,  Shreveport 

Hunter  Building 

5:00  p.m. 

Candler  Alumni  Dinner 

FUMC,  Shreveport 

5:00  p.m. 

St.  Paul  Alumni  Dinner 

FUMC,  Shreveport 

5:00  p.m. 

Perkins  Alumni  Dinner 

FUMC,  Shreveport 

9:00  p.m. 

Reception-Ordinands  and  Retirees 

FUMC,  Shreveport 

WEDNESDAY.  JUNE  7.  2006 

7:00  a.m. 

Ecumenical  Breakfast 

TBA 

12:00  Noon 

Award’s  Luncheon 

Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport 

Missionaries  Needed 

STAMFORD,  Conn.  (UMNS)  -  The 
United  Methodist  Church  needs  at  least  20 
new  international  missionaries  over  two 
years. 

A  recruitment  effort-”The  Next 
Missionary  May  be  YOLF’-was  launched 
during  the  April  3-6  spring  meeting  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

“We  are  extremely  pleased  to  be  able  to 
again  actively  recruit  missionaries  for 
international  service,”  said  the  Rev.  R. 
Randy  Day,  chief  executive  of  the  interna¬ 
tional  mission  agency. 

“We  are  looking  for  missionaries  in 
2006  and  2007  for  service  in  Africa,  Asia, 
Europe,  Latin  America,  and 
Israel/Palestine,”  said  the  Rev.  Edith 
Gleaves,  who  heads  the  board’s  mission 
personnel  unit.  “We  need  missionary  pas¬ 
tors,  educators,  health  and  social  workers, 
children  and  youth  workers,  administra¬ 
tors,  and  specialists  in  rural  and  construc¬ 
tion  ministries.” 

A  typical  missionary  term  is  three  years 
in  length  and  the  board  provides  health 
benefits  and  educational  provisions  for 
dependent  children. 

The  board  currently  provides  full  sup¬ 
port  for  229  missionaries;  1 79  in  interna¬ 
tional  services  and  50  in  the  United  States. 
Partial  support  is  provided  to  another  120 
people,  mostly  in  the  United  States.  These 
include  church  and  community  workers, 
Hispanic/Latino  Plan  missionaries,  Alaska 
missionaries,  and  short-term  young  adult 
missionaries. 

Another  100  people  are  non-commis¬ 
sioned  mission  personnel,  and  the  agency 
helps  to  support  293  people  in  mission 
selected  by  partner  churches  around  the 
world.  There  are  1 36  deaconesses  and 
home  missioners  who  are  commissioned 
by  the  board  but  find  their  own  places  of 
service. 

Thirteen  new  deaconesses  and  two 
home  missioners  -  a  new  lay  office  for 
men  -  were  commissioned  April  4  during 
the  board  meeting.  They  are  Timothy  P. 
Bodenstein  of  Stillwater,  Okla.;  Linda 
Frank,  Columbus,  Ohio;  Patricia  Goss, 
Phoenix;  Rosa  Linda  Guadarrama,  San 
Bemadino,  Calif.;  Mary  Hill,  Portland, 
Maine;  Sung  Ok  Lee,  New  York  City; 
Evana  Lewis,  New  York  City;  Gladis 
Lobato,  New  York  City;  and  Minnie 
Murrell,  Pelham,  Ala. 

Also,  Kevin  M.  Nelson,  New  York 
City;  Rachel  Patman,  Wytheville,  Va.; 
Claris  R.  Skerritt,  New  York  City;  Nancy 
Van  Antwerp,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.; 
Eamestine  Andrews  Vamado,  McComb, 
Miss.;  and  Mary  Winslow,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

The  requirements  for  missionary  service 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church  can  be 
found  online  at  http://gbgm- 
umc.org/who_we_are/mp/documents.cfin. 

Interested  people  should  contact  the 
mission  personnel  unit  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  by 
calling  (212)870-3660,  or  emailing  awil- 
son@gbgm-umc.org. 

A  recruitment  flyer  for  posting  in 
church  bulletin  boards  is  available  for 
downloading  at  http://gbgm- 
umc.org/who_we_are/mp/docs/mission- 
aryflyer.pdf. 
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VBS  kids  can  be 
heroes  fighting 
hunger! 

Kids  are  always  excited  and  often  influ¬ 
enced  by  heroes.  The  Society  of  St. 
Andrew’s  2006  Vacation  Bible  School 
Mission  Project,  “Heroes  Fighting 
Hunger,”  gives  them  the  opportunity  to  be 
true  heroes  themselves.  Through  daily, 
biblically  based  stories  and  activities,  chil¬ 
dren  leam  that  there  are  people  who  go 
hungry  and  what  Jesus  meant  when  he 
said,  “You  give  them  something  to  eat.” 

The  Society  of  St  Andrew,  a  national 
non-profit  hunger  relief  ministry  (Advance 
#801600)  provides  a  free  mission  outreach 
program  for  churches  to  use  in  conjunction 
with  their  VBS  programs.  As  VBS  kids 
leam  about  hunger,  they  are  encouraged  to 
be  heroes  by  donating  their  nickels  and 
dimes  to  feed  hungry  people.  Each  VBS  is 
challenged  to  raise  at  least  $50  for  the 
Society  of  St  Andrew.  Each  $50  contribu¬ 
tion  provides  nearly  2,500  servings  of 
fresh,  nutritious  food  to  hungry  Americans. 

This  year’s  mission  project  “Heroes 
Fighting  Hunger,”  coordinates  nicely  with 
Cokesbury’s  2006  VBS  package,  plus  it 
can  be  easily  adapted  to  any  VBS  theme. 

Last  year,  across  the  country,  1 89 
churches  of  all  sizes  used  the  Society  of  St 
Andrew’s  very  popular  VBS  mission  proj¬ 
ect  with  great  enthusiasm  and  success. 
Together,  participating  children  raised 
enough  money  to  provide  nearly  750,000 
pounds  of  fresh  produce  to  feed  hungry 
children  and  adults  through  the  society’s 
hunger-relief  ministry.  On  average,  each 
participating  VBS  raised  nearly  four  times 
the  goal  of  $50.  What  a  witness  and  bless¬ 
ing  these  little  children  have  been  to  their 
church  families  as  they  heroically 
answered  Jesus’  call  to  feed  the  hungry. 
Here’s  what  one  of  the  VBS  leaders  had  to 
say: 

“...  the  story  of  the  fishes  and  loaves 
taught  me  a  great  lesson  at  our  VBS.  We 
had  a  small  group  of  20  children.  The  first 
day  they  brought  in  $16.  That  was  great. 
The  second  day  God’s  miracle  began  to 
show.  We  reached  $48.  Then  it  was  as 
though  these  children  couldn’t  give 
enough!  On  the  last  day  it  ballooned  to 
$132.26.  The  Lord  was  truly  at  work. 

What  a  glorious  example  of  the  fishes  and 
the  loaves.”  Dover,  AR 

Churches  may  order  a  free  sample  kit  of 
the  “Heroes  Fighting  Hunger”  VBS 
Mission  Project.  The  kit  includes  daily 
stories  and  activities  geared  to  both 
younger  and  older  children.  All  materials 
are  free.  There  is  no  obligation. 

Contact  Susan  Allen  at  the  Society  of 
St.  Andrew':  (800)  333-4597,  email 
so sachurchf^endh unger.org,  or  fax  your 
request  to  (434)  299-5949.  More  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew  and 
its  hunger  relief  ministry  are  available  at 
www.endhunger.org. 


Conference  Audio  Tapes  Available 

Audio  and  video  tapes  of  sermons  by  all  annual  conference  speakers  will  be  available  for  purchase  during 

the  Annual  Conference  session  at  Centenary  College,  June  4-7. 

A  table  for  ordering  the  tapes  will  be  set  up  in  the  foyer  outside  the  main  auditorium  in  the  Gold  Dome. 

Prices  will  be  $8  for  audio  tapes,  $1 2  for  CDs,  $20  for  VHS  tapes  and  $25  for  DVDs.  Payment  may  be  cash  or 

check  made  payable  to"JM  Productions." 


Childcare  2006  Annual  Conference 

Children  3  months  -  61*1  grade 

Monday,  June  5,  7:30-5:30 
Tuesday,  June  6,  8:00  -  5:00 
Wednesday,  June  7,  8:00  -  3:30 
St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church 
6012  Youree  Dr.,  Shreveport,  LA  71105 

Needing  Volunteers  to  provide  VBS  & 
Volunteers  to  provide  lunches 

Pre-registration  is  necessary  for  proper  child  care. 
Pre-registration  Deadline:  Monday,  May  15,  2006 


Annual  Conference  Childcare 
Pre-registration  Form 


Name: _  Boy  /  Girl  Age _ 

Birthdate: _ Grade  Completed  by  June  2006: 


Special  information  (allergies,  health,  etc.): 


Parents’  Names:. 
Mailing  Address: 


Phone:  (H) _ (C) _  _ 

Fees:  $30.00  (first  child)  plus  $20.00  per  each  additional  child 

Childcare  rates  for  individual  sessions  available  upon  request. 

Please  make  checks  payable  to:  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  Shreveport 
Please  mail  Registration  with  fees  to: 

St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church 
Attn.  Mrs.  Cheryl  Donakey 
6012  Youree  Dr. 

Shreveport,  LA  71105 
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2006  Annual  Conference  Meals 


Editor's  Note:  The  times  for  conference  meals  have  been  provided  below.  If  the  time  is  not  men¬ 
tioned,  the  event  begins  at  noon.  A  number  of  meals  will  be  held  at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
located  at  500  Common  St.  and  Broadmoor  UMC,  3715  Youree  Dr. 


Awards  Luncheon  scheduled  for  June  7 


The  Annual  Awards  Luncheon  will  be 
held  Wednesday,  June  7  at  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport. 

Cost  is  $10  per  person.  The  menu  is 
smoked  brisket,  baked  beans,  potato  salad 
and  peach  cobbler. 

Deadline  for  reservations  is  May  26. 


Send  ticket  request  to:  Carolyn  Dove, 
102  Turner  Lane,  Many  LA  71449. 

Make  checks  out  to:  La.  Annual 
Conference  and  mark  Award’s  Luncheon. 

For  more  information,  contact  Carolyn 
at  catdove@direcway.com  or  (318)  590- 
2989. 


Black  Methodists  luncheon  set  June  5 


Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal 
will  have  its  annual  gathering  at  St.  Paul 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  on 
Monday,  June  5.  Lunch  will  be  served  and 
guests  may  pay  at  the  door. 

Cost  is  $7  per  person. 


The  agenda  will  include  election  of  offi¬ 
cers  and  old  and  new  business  as  well  as  a 
planning  session. 

For  more  information  please  email  Rev. 
Joe  Connelly  at  Jdconnelly@yahoo.com  to 
extend  your  R.S.V.P. 


Clergy  Spouse  tea  scheduled  for  June  5 


The  Acadiana  District  will  host  this 
year’s  Clergy  Spouse  Annual  Conference 
Gathering  on  Monday,  June  5  from  3-5 
p.m.  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport. 

Cursillo  breakfast  to 

All  Fourth  Day  Community  lay  and 
clergy  delegates  are  invited  to  the  Fourth 
Day  Community  lay  and  clergy  delegates 
are  invited  to  the  Fourth  Day  Breakfast  at 
Annual  Conference  Monday,  June  5  at  7 
a.m.  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Anderson  Hall.  Those  who  have 
participated  in  Cursillo,  Emmaus, 

Happening,  Chrysalis,  Epiphany,  Kairos 


Admission  is  free  for  this  afternoon  tea. 
Clergy  spouses  are  encouraged  to 
R.S.V.P.  for  the  event  by  contacting  the 
Acadiana  District  office  at  acadumc@bell- 
south.net  or  (337)  235-2904. 

be  held  on  June  5 

and  Kairos  Outside  are  invited  to  attend. 

The  breakfast  is  an  opportunity  to  give 
and  receive  hugs,  a  little  music  and  nour¬ 
ishment  before  starting  that  first  action- 
packed  day  of  Annual  Conference.  Your 
contributions  to  “the  basket”  go  toward 
scholarships  to  Cursillo.  Wear  your  name 
tags  so  we’ll  know  each  other  from  all  over 
the  state. 


Order  of  Deacons  breakfast  June  6 


The  Order  of  Deacons  is  hosting  a 
breakfast  for  all  ordained  deacons  and  dia- 
conal  ministers,  honoring  those  being 
ordained  and  commissioned  at  this  year’s 
annual  conference. 


The  breakfast  will  be  held  on  Tuesday, 
June  6  at  7:30  a.m.  and  will  be  hosted  at 
Java  Junction  in  Shreveport. 

No  reservations  are  necessary  for  this 
event. 


Retired  clergy  luncheon  slated  June  6 


The  2006  Louisiana  Conference  Retired 
Clergy  Luncheon  will  be  at  Noel  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church,  12:15  p.m.  on 
Tuesday,  June  6. 

The  luncheon  will  follow  the  2006 
Retiree’s  Session  at  Conference. 

All  retired  ministers  and  spouses  are 


invited  to  be  present  for  an  excellent  meal, 
fellowship,  and  a  program  provided  by  the 
Conference  Board  of  Pension. 

2006  retirees  and  spouses  will  be  the 
guests  of  honor  with  special  recognition  by 
the  Board  of  Pension.  Noel  UMC  is  locat¬ 
ed  at  520  Herndon  St.  in  Shreveport. 


Christian  Educator  luncheon  set  June  6 


The  Christian  Educators  Fellowship 
Annual  Luncheon  will  be  held  Tuesday, 
June  6  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport. 

Cost  is  $  1 1  per  person.  The  menu  will 
be  chicken,  salad  and  dessert. 


The  focus  of  the  meeting  will  be  the 
planning  of  retreats  and  the  election  of  offi¬ 
cers  for  2006-2007. 

To  reserve  your  spot,  contact  Rev. 
Barbara  Einsel  at  (985)  732-3148  or  ade- 
bce@toast.net. 


Centenary  alumni  luncheon  set  June  5 


Centenary  College  alumni  are  invited  to 
a  buffet  lunch  at  El  Chico  in  Madison 
Park,  Shreveport  on  Monday,  June  5.  The 
group  will  be  meeting  during  the  noontime 
hour. 

Cost  is  $10  per  person. 


To  obtain  more  information  or  to  make 
your  pre-paid  reservation  for  the  luncheon 
contact:  Office  of  Alumni  Relations, 
Centenary  College  of  La.,  Attn:  Annual 
Conference  Lunch,  P.  O.  Box  41188, 
Shreveport,  LA  71134-1188. 


Candler  alumni  meal  slated  for  June  6 


The  alumni  of  Candler  School  of 
Theology  will  gather  for  their  annual  meal 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  on  Tuesday,  June  6  at  5  p.m. 

COSROW  luncheon 

The  annual  luncheon  for  the 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  (COSROW)  will  be  held  at  noon 
on  Monday,  June  5  at  Don’s  Seafood  and 
Steakhouse  in  Shreveport.  The  keynote 
speaker  for  the  luncheon  will  be  Bishop 
Hope  Morgan  Ward,  Episcopal  leader  of 
the  Mississippi  conference.  Bishop  Ward 
will  focus  on  the  50th  anniversary  of  full 

Duke  alumni  dinner 

The  Duke  Alumni  dinner  is  scheduled 
for  Tuesday,  June  6  at  5  p.m.  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport. 

Extension  luncheon 

The  Special  Appointments  to  Extension 
Ministries  luncheon  is  scheduled  for  12:15 
p.m.  on  Monday,  June  5  at  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport. 

Cost  is  $10  per  person. 


Cost  is  $  1 1  per  person. 

Tickets  may  be  obtained  by  contacting 
Rev.  Frances  J.  Hooton  at  (318)  256-3632 
or  revshoot2@bellsouth.net. 

to  be  held  June  5 

clergy  rights  for  women  and  her  experi¬ 
ences  as  bishop  in  the  United  Methodist 
church. 

The  cost  of  the  luncheon  is  $1 5,  and 
reservations  can  be  sent  to  Rev.  Linda 
Shepherd,  903  Broadway,  Minden,  La., 
71055  or  made  by  calling  (318)  377-1483. 
Pre-registration  is  required  for  the  lunch¬ 
eon,  and  must  be  received  by  June  1,  2006. 

to  be  held  June  6 

Cost  is  $10  per  person. 

Invitation  letters  will  be  sent  to  alumni 
from  Duke  University,  Divinity  School. 

slated  for  June  5 

Those  wishing  to  attend  are  asked  to 
R.S.V.P.  to  Joyce  in  the  Shreveport  District 
office  by  May  1 .  The  phone  number  is 
(318)  869-5729  and  email  is  jwilson@cen- 
tenary.edu. 


Garrett  Seminary  dinner  slated  June  6 


Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary’s  alumni  dinner  will  be  held  at  5 
p.m.  Tuesday,  June  6  in  the  Hunter 
Building  at  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Shreveport. 

Extension  luncheon 

The  Special  Appointments  to  Extension 
Ministries  luncheon  is  scheduled  for  12:15 
p.m.  on  Monday  June  5  at  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport. 
Cost  is  $10  per  person. 


A  representative  from  Garrett- 
Evangelical  will  speak  to  the  group. 

Cost  is  $10  per  person  paid  at  the  door. 
Contact  Rev.  Heather  Leyland  at  (337) 
499-7197  to  reserve  a  spot  at  the  dinner. 

slated  for  June  5 

Those  wishing  to  attend  are  asked  to 
R.S.V.P.  to  Joyce  in  the  Shreveport  District 
office  by  May  1 .  The  phone  number  is 
(318)  869-5729  and  email  is  jwilson@cen- 
tenary.edu. 


Board  of  Laity  breakfast  set  for  June  6 


The  Board  of  Laity  will  host  its  annual 
breakfast  on  Tuesday,  June  6  at  7  a.m.  at 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport. 

Keynote  speaker  will  be  the  Rev.  Cliff 
Wright. 


Cost  is  $12  per  person. 

Tickets  may  be  obtained  through  the 
District  offices,  District  lay  leaders,  the 
Conference  lay  leader  and  the  Conference 
associate  lay  leader. 


Order  of  St.  Luke  luncheon  to  be  June  5 


The  Order  of  St.  Luke  will  meet  for  a 
sandwich  lunch  Monday,  June  5  at 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport. 

The  group  will  join  in  a  service  of  pro¬ 
fession/reaffirmation  of  vows  and  Holy 


Communion  in  the  chapel,  followed  by 
lunch. 

Please  contact  Rev.  Monica  Monk  to 
make  reservations.  Payment  for  lunch  will 
be  received  at  the  door. 


United  Methodist  Men  luncheon  June  6 


The  La.  Conference  United  Methodist 
Men  will  host  their  annual  luncheon 
Tuesday,  June  6  at  Don’s  Seafood,  3100 
Highland  Ave.  in  Shreveport. 

Keynote  speaker  will  be  Rev.  Larry 
Norman,  director  of  La.  Volunteers  in 
Mission.  Norman  will  make  a  presentation 


on  a  recent  medical  mission  to  Barilly, 
India  and  the  Clara  Swain  Hospital. 

Cost  is  $12  per  person. 

Tickets  can  be  obtained  from  any  local 
United  Methodist  Men’s  units  or  from  Joe 
Kelley  at  (225)  721-0423  or 
joekelley@bsf.net 


See  Meals  page  8 


8 


Louisiana  Conference Nf)W! 


APRIL  21,2006 


Luncheons  from  page  7 

W.T.Handy  luncheon  to  be  held  June  6 


The  W.  T.  Handy  Luncheon  will  be  held 
Tuesday,  June  6  at  Faith  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport. 

Rev.  Freddie  Henderson,  New  Orleans 
District  Superintendent,  will  be  guest 
speaker  for  the  event. 

Cost  is  $10  per  person. 

Tickets  can  be  purchased  from  Revs. 


Alonzo  Campbell,  Ernest  Scott,  Anice 
Moses  and  Freddie  Henderson,  as  well  as 
Cindy  Scott.  A  ticket  table  will  also  be  set 
up  near  the  registration  tables  on  Sunday 
afternoon  by  Willie  Rheams.Campbell  can 
be  contacted  at  robumc@yahoo.com  or 
(225)  664-7979. 


St  Paul  alumni  dinner  slated  for  June  6 


The  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology 
Alumni  will  meet  for  dinner  Tuesday,  June 
6  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport.  The  meal  begins  at  5  p.m. 

A  representative  from  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology  will  serve  as  keynote  speaker  for 


the  event. 

Cost  is  $10  per  person. 

Contact  Shannon  Casey  at  (225)  344- 
0343  for  tickets.  Her  mailing  address  is 
3350  Dalrymple  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802. 


Local  Pastors  dinner  slated  for  June  6 


The  local  chapter  of  Associate  Members 
and  Local  Pastors  will  share  a  meal 
Tuesday,  June  6  at  5  p.m.  at  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church,  3715  Youree  Dr. 
in  Shreveport. 

Rev.  Ricky  Willis,  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry’s  Division  of 


Local  Pastors  and  Associate  Members,  will 
co-present  with  Rev.  Marva  Mitchell,  who 
will  address  the  topic  of  voting  privileges. 

Cost  is  $12  per  person. 

Tickets  may  be  obtained  by  contacting 
Rev.  Judy  Bazer  at  Judybazer@aol.com  or 
(318)  797-8608. 


Gammon  alumni  dinner  slated  June  5 

Gammon  Alumni  Fellowship  will  hold  Tickets  are  not  needed  for  the  event,  but 

its  annual  dinner  at  Pete  Harris  Cafe  on  please  contact  email  stjnmumc@aol.com  to 
Monday,  June  5  at  5  p.m.  R.S.V.P. 


Saik  to  be  Conference  guest  soloist 


Paul  Saik,  pianist  and  soloist,  will  serve 
as  guest  musician  for  the  2006  session  of 
the  La.  Annual  Conference,  to  be  held  June 
4-7  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 


Saik  has  led  worship  throughout  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  most  recently  at 
the  United  Methodist  Men’s  Congress  and 
the  Congress  on  Evangelism. 


May  28, 2006  deadline  set  by  petiton  committee 


The  36th  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  is  fast  upon  us! 
According  to  our  conference  rules,  “Any 
petitions,  proposed  by  an  individual 
member  or  a  duly  elected  body  of  the 
local  church  or  a  district  shall  first  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Committee  on  Petitions  no 
later  than  seven  (7)  days  prior  to  the 
opening  session  of  the  Annual 
Conference.”  (Conference  Rules,  Article 
I,  G.  Committee  on  Petitions,  page  225  of 
the  Journal  of  the  35th  Session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference.) 

Annual  Conference  begins  this  year 
on  Sunday,  June  4.  In  order  that  your 
petition  (s)  might  get  to  the  Committee 


on  Petitions  in  time,  please  send  by  U.  S. 
Mail,  fax  or  email  on  such  a  date  that 
they  will  be  received  by  no  later  than 
Sunday,  May  28,  2006.  Please  send  them 
to:  Rev.  John  Deschner,  chairperson, 
Conference  Committee  on  Petitions,  895 
Poleman  Rd.,  Shreveport,  LA  71107.  By 
fax,  (318)  221-4725,  email, 
jgd57@aol.com. 

Also,  please  use  the  petition  form  that 
is  included  in  the  Pre-Conference  Report, 
which  can  be  downloaded  from  the  con¬ 
ference  website,  www.la-umc.org. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please 
email  the  chairperson  or  call  him  at  (318) 
221-4716. 


We  invite  you  to 
respond  to 
God’s  Justifying 
Grace  by 
bringing  monetary 
donations 
for  Sager-Brown  to 
Annual 
Conference 
June  4-7, 2006 

Visit  the  “house” 
made  to  benefit 
others  located  by 
the  stage  in 
the  Gold  Dome. 

Cash  &  checks  are 
welcome. 

Checks  should  be 
made  out  to  the 
Louisiana  Annual 
Conference. 


You  are  invited  to  attend 
The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana’s 

C^e^acie&/  ap  c^cuAAAiana/  C^cita/ 

7:00  p.m 

Tuesday,  May  9,  2006 
Country  Club  of  Louisiana 
Baton  Rouge 

O SU'D 

Enjoy  an  elegant  evening  of  music,  fine  food  and  accolades 
as  we  honor  those  who  have  so  generously 
supported  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  its  ministries. 

Special  presentations  will  be  given  by  the  following  United  Methodist  agencies: 

La.  Methodist  Children’s  Home  SMU  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Centenary  College  The  Wesley  Center 


$50  per  person 

Reservations  required 

(225)  346-1535  or  (800)  256-9317 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana - 


mi 


www.umf.org 
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Mark  your 
calendars! 

Pre-Conference 
Training  Sessions 
See  Page  3 
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The  Rio  Grande  Connection 


Representatives  of  the  Rio  Grande  Annual  Conference  met  recently  with  UMCOR  personnel  and  La.  Annual  Conference  storm 
recovery  staff  to  discuss  a  unique  partnership  between  the  two  conferences  in  assisting  Spanish  speaking  victims  of  Hurricane 
Katrina.  Pictured  above  are  Darrell  Guillory,  director  of  the  Eastbank  Storm  Relief/Recovery  Station;  Abel  Vega,  Rio  Grande 
Director  of  Connectional  Ministries;  Mirabel  Calvo,  El  Mesias  UMC  in  Kenner;  Rev.  Fernando  Sanchez  -  Western  District  UMCOR 
Coordinator;  Rev.  Isidro  Pina,  RGC  UMCOR  Coordinator;  Rev.  Raul  Quintanilla,  RGC  Volunteer  In  Mission  Coordinator;  Larry 
Powell,  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief;  and  Rev.  Darryl  Tate,  Executive  Director  of  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry. 


Conference  aids  Spanish  speaking  storm  victims 


It  is  difficult  to  lose  everything  you 
have  in  a  natural  disaster.  And  recovery 
can —  and  usually  does —  take  longer 
than  anticipated. 

It  is  even  more  difficult  to  recover 
from  the  loss  if  language  barriers  exist. 

Thousands  of  those  deeply  affected 
by  Hurricane  Katrina,  which  struck  the 
Gulf  Coast  Sept.  29,  2006,  are  of 


Hispanic/Latino  origin  with  Spanish  as 
their  primary  or  only  language.  Not  only 
are  many  of  them  stmggling  to  rebuild 
because  of  insurance  and  financial  prob¬ 
lems,  but  communicating  with  English 
speaking  permit  office  employees,  con¬ 
tractors  and  even  recovery  volunteers  is 
very  challenging  for  storm  victims  who 
are  not  fluently  bilingual. 


“The  need  for  Spanish  speaking  vol¬ 
unteers,  specifically  translators  and 
skilled  workers,  is  enormous,”  said 
Maribel  Calvo,  a  GBGM  missionary 
assigned  to  El  Mesias  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Kenner,  La.  El  Mesias  is  the 
seat  of  Hispanic/Latino  ministries  for  the 

See  Rio  Grande,  page  7 


Orphe  named  mission  zone  director 


Rev.  Dr.  Martha  Orphe  of  Pittsburgh, 
Penn,  has  been  named  as  the  new 
Mission  Zone  Director  in  New  Orleans 
and  also  for  Cameron  Parish. 

Orphe  will  begin  her  work  in  June. 

"I  look  forward  to  being  in  the  mis¬ 
sion  and  ministry  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  working  with  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  rebuild  our  lives,  churches,  and 
communities  in  New  Orleans  and  in 
Cameron  Parish.  It  will  be  good  to 


come  back  home  to 
Louisiana,”  she  said. 

Orphe  is  a  native  of  St. 

Martinville. 

The  position  of 
Mission  Zone  Director 
was  created  by  Bishop 
William  W.  Hutchinson 
and  the  Appointive 
Cabinet  as  part  of  an  overall  plan  aimed 
at  rebuilding  the  United  Methodist 


Rev.  Martha  Orphe 


Church  in  storm  devastated  areas  of  the 
conference. 

“I  personally  am  very  excited  about 
the  gifts  and  graces  she  brings  to  us  as 
she  becomes  our  leader  in  this  exciting 
ministry  opportunity  in  the  New  Orleans 
Mission  Zone  and  in  Cameron  Parish,” 
said  Bishop  Hutchinson. 

Orphe  currently  serves  the  Western 
Pennsylvainia  Conference  as  Pittsburgh 
District  Superintendent. 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


One  More  Experience 


1  had  a  new  “hurricane”  experience 
this  week.  I  joined  the  group  of  bishops 
and  general  church  personnel  who  are 
working  on  the  new  “Katrina  Church 
Recovery  Appeal",  the  upcoming  appeal 
to  the  total  connection  for  Katrina  related 
issues  -  building  replacement,  pastor’s 
salaries  and  benefits,  connectional  needs, 
and  other  related  costs  not  covered  by 
any  other  of  our  appeals.  We  met  in 
Ocean  Springs,  Mississippi  and  spent 
some  24  hours  together  talking  about  the 
new  appeal  and  touring  the  devastation 
on  the  Mississippi  coast. 

Seeing  miles  and  miles  of  devastation 
is  not  new.  What  I  observed  was  much 
like  what  1  have  seen  in  Cameron  parish 
in  southwest  Louisiana  as  a  result  of 
Rita.  The  sheer  force  and  magnitude  of 
the  tidal  surge  generated  by  the  hurri¬ 
cane,  along  with  the  incredible  winds, 
took  eveiything  in  their  path.  There  are 
mere  shells  of  buildings  left  and  debris 
scattered  everywhere.  But  there  was  a 
human  element  involved  this  time  that 
was  very  poignant. 

Bishop  Alfred  Norris,  retired  and  liv¬ 
ing  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  is  one  of  the 
bishops  asked  to  promote  the  new 
appeal.  We  visited  the  site  of  Gulfside 
Assembly,  our  historically  African- 
American  retreat  center  that  served  the 
former  Central  Jurisdiction  and  that  has 
become  a  very  sacred  spot  for  those  who 
grew  up  in  its  magnificent  surroundings 
and  who  have  been  nurtured  and  nour¬ 
ished  in  the  Spirit  by  the  teachings  and 
life-lessons  that  came  from  there.  Only 
last  August,  shortly  before  Katrina  came 
ashore,  a  new  building  was  dedicated  at 
Gulfside  -  The  Alfred  L.  Norris  building. 
As  we  got  off  the  bus  and  stood  in  the 
midst  of  total  devastation,  with  only 
pylons  left  standing  where  the  new  build¬ 
ing  once  was  located.  Bishop  Norris 
wept.  Oh,  he  didn’t  shed  uncontrollable 
tears.  But  his  eyes  reddened,  tears  trick¬ 
led  down  his  cheeks,  and  he  stood  silent¬ 
ly  and  stately  amidst  the  ruin  and  quietly 
said,  “This  is  where  I  was  trained  and 
where  1  grew  in  Christ.  I  was  in  High 
School  when  I  came  the  first  time.” 

The  losses  we  have  endured  are  far 
reaching.  Whether  it  is  the  loss  of  our 
buildings,  the  loss  of  our  homes,  the  loss 
of  our  independence,  the  loss  of  our 
innocence,  the  loss  of  our  history,  the 
loss  of  our  emotional  stability,  the  loss  of 
our  vision,  or  whatever  -  our  losses  are 
great. 

The  “Katrina  Church  Recovery 
Appeal”  is  the  Council  of  Bishops  appeal 
for  rebuilding  the  churches  and  faith 
communities  along  the  Gulf  Coast  that 
were  affected  by  Katrina.  This  will 


cover  the  states  of 
Louisiana, 
Mississippi  and 
Alabama.  This 
appeal  does  not 
cover  the  damages 
of  Rita,  Wilma,  Ivan 
or  any  of  the  other 
hurricanes  we 
endured  last  season. 
However,  here  in 
Louisiana  we  are  planning  for  and  cover¬ 
ing  the  needs  of  Rita  through  other 
funds. 

The  “Katrina  Church  Recovery 
Appeal”  will  be  launched  at  the  various 
Annual  Conferences  that  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  across  the  connection  in  the  next 
two  months.  At  each  Annual  Conference 
a  video  will  be  shown,  a  witness  will  be 
made,  and  an  offering  will  be  taken. 
These  will  be  additional  monies  to 
UMCOR,  whose  funds  are  being  directed 
to  general  humanitarian  need.  We  have 
already  seen  over  $5  million  of  those 
funds  in  Louisiana  and  will  receive  a 
minimum  of  another  $18  million  over  the 
next  three  -  five  years.  These  will  be 
additional  funds  to  the  “Bishop’s 
Appeal”,  the  appeal  I  personally  made  at 
the  outset  of  our  hurricane  response. 
These  are  monies  that  are  essential  to 
maintaining  as  much  stability  as  possible 
as  we  move  forward  in  our  reshaping  and 
rebuilding  efforts. 

You  will  be  hearing  much  more  about 
this  new  fund  as  the  months  unfold  in 
front  of  us.  I  know  you  may  be  “offering 
weary.”  But  the  work  is  just  beginning 
and  the  funding  for  the  work  that  will 
restore  our  churches  and  support  our 
clergy  as  they  lead  us  to  renewal  and 
healing  is  ongoing.  May  God  bless  all  of 
you  as  you  continue  to  respond  to  all 
these  appeals  and  as  you  continue  to  hold 
tightly  to  the  hand  and  spirit  of  God  as 
we  make  our  way  toward  renewal. 

In  Christ’s  love, 


Bill  Hutchinson 


RS.  Please  look  at  the  article  in  this 
edition  of  Louisiana  Now!  that  intro¬ 
duces  to  you  the  Rev.  Dr.  Martha  M. 
Orphe,  our  new  Mission  Zone  Director! 
She  will  begin  her  work  among  us  in 
June.  I  personally  am  very  excited  about 
the  gifts  and  graces  she  brings  to  us  as 
she  becomes  our  leader  in  this  exciting 
ministry  opportunity  in  the  New  Orleans 
Mission  Zone  and  in  Cameron  Parish. 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Jewish  community  contributes 


The  American  Jewish  Committee  (AJC)  made  a  contribution  on  March  30  of 
$35,000  to  aid  in  the  rebuilding  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans. "This  gift  is  an  expression  of  our  belief  in  the  need  for  solidarity  and 
cooperation  between  faith  communities  and  peoples — a  need  that  is  especially 
poignant  in  the  face  of  the  tragedy  that  Hurricane  Katrina  wrought  in  the 
region.  At  times  like  these,  we  must  come  together  as  Americans  and  friends 
who  are  dedicated  to  building  and  rebuilding,  to  strengthening  our  communi¬ 
ties  and  our  country,  and  to  reaffirming  the  bonds  that  unite  us  as  members  of 
one  human  family,"  wrote  David  A.  Harris  with  the  AJC.  Pictured  with  Rev.  Don 
Cottrill,  Provost,  are  Brian  Siegal  and  Eric  Geller  of  the  American  Jewish 
Committee  and  Dr.  William  Johnston  and  Marilyn  Osborn  of  First  UMC. 


Choir  Director  Position 

A  position  is  available  for  choir  director 
at  Abbeville  United  Methodist  Church.  If 
you  are  interested  in  applying  or  for  more 
information  on  this  position,  please  contact 
Rev.  John  Vining  at  (337)  893-5216. 
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PRE-CONFERENCE 
Training  Sessions 

Acadiana 

1st  UMC,  Lafayette 

May  21 

3:00  p.m 

Pharr  Chapel,  Morgan  City 

May  22 

6:30  p.m. 

Alexandria 

Horseshoe  Drive 

May  21 

3:00  p.m. 

Baton  Rouae 

1 st  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

May  21 

3:00  p.m. 

Lake  Charles 

First  UMC,  Lake  Charles 

May  7 

3:00  p.m. 

Monroe 

1 st  UMC,  West  Monroe 

May  21 

3:00  p.m. 

New  Orleans 

Lake  Vista  UMC 

May  7 

3:00  p.m. 

ShreveDort 

Broadmoor,  Shreveport 

May  8 

6:30  p.m. 

Lakeview  UMC,  Minden 

May  11 

6:30  p.m. 

Ravages  of  war  in  Sudan 


A  hut  compound  burns  in  the  village  of  Um  Ziefa  after  an  alleged  attack  by  Sudan  gov¬ 
ernment  forces  and  Janjaweed  militia.  Brian  Steidle,  a  former  U.S.  Marine,  served  as  an 
observer  with  the  African  Union  to  monitor  the  peace  treaty  in  the  Darfur  region  of 
Sudan  and  is  traveling  around  the  United  States  to  raise  awareness  about  the  humani¬ 
tarian  crisis  in  Darfur.  He  shared  his  experiences  during  an  April  2  worship  service  at 
Aldersgate  United  Methodist  Church  in  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  More  than  2  million  people 
have  been  killed  during  the  20-year  civil  war  and  more  than  4  million  displaced.  A 
UMNS  photo  by  Brian  Steidle. 


Observer  shares  horrors  of  modern  genocide 


FORT  WAYNE,  Ind.  (UMNS)  -  From 
September  2004  to  February  2005,  Brian 
Steidle  was  an  eyewitness  to  genocide. 

Steidle,  a  former  U.S.  Marine,  served  as 
an  observer  with  the  African  Union  to 
monitor  the  unsteady  peace  treaty  in  the 
Sudan  and  the  situation  of  Darfur,  an  area 
the  size  of  Texas  located  in  western  Sudan. 

“We  were  there  to  monitor  a  cease-fire 
that  was  nonexistent,”  he  said. 

During  his  six  months  there,  Steidle 
wrote  more  than  80  reports,  four  of  which 
reached  the  U.S.  government,  regarding  the 
ethnic  cleansing,  continued  attacks  against 
tribes  by  government-supported  militias 
and  a  mounting  refugee  crisis. 

He  talked  about  his  experience  in  Sudan 
during  a  presentation  —  complete  with 
graphic  photographs,  video  and  audio 
recordings  —  at  Aldersgate  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Fort  Wayne  in  early 
April. 

Steidle,  who  is  traveling  around  the 
country  to  raise  awareness  about  the  situa¬ 
tion  in  Darfur,  was  finishing  up  a  tour 
across  Indiana.  His  tour  will  culminate  at 
the  “Rally  for  Darfur”  in  Washington  on 
April  30. 

At  Aldersgate  Church,  he  shared  events 
and  stories  of  those  who  have  no  voice. 

One  of  his  first  reports  was  about  locating 
refugees  from  a  15,000-member  village 
that  was  attacked.  The  group  of  refugees 
was  about  an  hour  away  from  the  village, 
seeking  shelter  from  the  sun  under  a  giant 
tree. 

Steidle  and  others  assessed  the  humani¬ 
tarian  needs,  even  though  they  were  not 
supposed  to  do  that.  “We  felt  it  was  neces¬ 
sary,”  he  said.  Even  newly  orphaned  1  - 
year-olds  had  been  shot,  beaten  and 
bruised,  he  added. 

Sudan  has  had  only  seven  years  of 
peace  in  its  history  since  becoming  inde¬ 
pendent  from  Great  Britain  in  1956. 

During  the  most  recent  20-year  civil  war, 
more  than  2  million  people  have  been 
killed  and  more  than  4  million  have  been 
displaced.  In  1998,  more  than  100,000  peo¬ 
ple  were  killed  and  250,000  starved  to 
death. 

The  primary  fighting  is  between  the 
Sudanese  government,  which  is  Arab  and 
based  out  of  Khartoum,  and  black  African 
tribes  throughout  the  oil-rich  south.  The 
government  is  sponsoring  militias  called 
the  Janjaweed,  which  are  well-equipped 
and  well-trained. 

“Whole  tribes  have  been  wiped  out,” 
Steidle  said.  “The  scale  of  this  —  those 
numbers  are  unfathomable.  This  is  a  large- 
scale  military  operation  for  the  purpose  of 
wiping  out  all  black  Africans  in  Darfur.” 

Secondary  fighting  also  continues 
between  two  rebel  groups,  the  Sudan 
Liberation  Movement  Army  and  the 
Justice  and  Equality  Movement,  and  the 


government.  The  two  groups  are  fighting 
for  equal  rights  in  the  government,  he  said, 
but  they  are  no  match  for  government 
forces  and  are  ill-equipped  and  ill-trained. 

The  actions  of  the  Janjaweed  and  the 
Sudanese  government  against  civilians  are 
chilling.  Steidle  said  soldiers  sexually 
assault  and  castrate  civilians,  regardless  of 
gender  or  age,  plucking  out  eyes  and  cut¬ 
ting  off  ears  as  well  as  looting,  plundering 
and  burning  villages  and  property. 

“They  do  the  most  horrific  things  to 
these  people,”  he  declared.  “They  do  not 
even  look  at  these  people  as  humans.” 

In  addition,  Sudanese  law  calls  for 
women  who  are  raped  to  be  punished  for 
having  sexual  relations  outside  of  mar¬ 
riage;  female  genital  mutilation  is  also 
prominent  in  the  Sudan.  “Rape  brings  with 
it  all  other  types  of  issues,”  said  Steidle, 
explaining  how  the  Janjaweed  taunt  the 
black  Africans  for  having  “lighter  skinned” 
children,  as  well  as  carrying  the  dishonor 
of  the  rape  and  the  child  with  them. 

Refugees  abound,  not  only  in  Darfur, 
but  also  flowing  into  neighboring  Chad. 
Government  soldiers  and  Janjaweed  will 
go  through  refugee  camps  in  Chad  and 
internal  displacement  camps  throughout 
Sudan  and  harass  the  Darfurians  and 
destroy  the  camps. 

According  to  Steidle,  a  multinational 
force  from  the  African  Union  cannot  do  the 
job,  as  part  of  the  union’s  charter  says  it 
must  ask  permission  before  entering  a 
country.  The  United  Nations,  however, 
does  not  have  to  ask  permission.  Steidle 
believes  a  NATO-sponsored  force  would 
be  best,  with  support  from  the  United 
States. 

Steidle  is  encouraging  people  of  all 
backgrounds  to  help  the  Darfurians  by  tak¬ 
ing  simple  actions,  such  as  writing  to  elect¬ 
ed  officials. 

He  wants  to  raise  the  support  of  1  mil¬ 
lion  people  to  call  on  the  world  to  stop  the 
genocide  through  the  “Million  Voices  for 
Darfur”  campaign,  by  going  to  www.mil- 
honvoicesfordarfur.org,  the  campaign’s 
Web  site. 

He  also  is  encouraging  people  to  advo¬ 
cate  targeted  divestment  programs,  such  as 
the  one  that  helped  end  apartheid  in  South 
Africa.  While  embargoes  and  divestments 
often  hurt  the  people  they  are  intended  to 
help,  Steidle  noted,  “These  people  already 
have  nothing.” 

On  April  12,  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives  passed  a  bill,  H.R.  3127, 
which  would  impose  sanctions  on 
Sudanese  officials  and  other  individuals 
considered  responsible  for  atrocities  in 
western  Darfur.  The  bill  also  would  author¬ 
ize  additional  assistance  to  the  African 
Union  Mission  in  Sudan  and  urge  President 
Bush  to  work  with  NATO  to  provide  addi¬ 
tional  support  to  the  peacekeepers. 


First  UMC  -  DeRidder  sponsoring  race 


First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
DeRidder,  La.  is  sponsormg  “Faith  Race 
5k”,  a  run/walk  for  Louisiana  mission  proj¬ 
ects,  May  13  beginning  at  the  Flag  Plaza  in 
DeRidder. 

The  5k  run/walk  starts  at  8  a.m.  and  the 
Kids  Fun  Run  begins  at  9  a.m.  All  runners 


and  walkers  will  receive  a  t-shirt  with  reg- 
istration.  Entry  fees  are  S15  for  the  5k 
before  May  12,  S 1 8  for  the  5k  on  the  day 
of  the  race,  and  S 1 0  for  the  fun  run.  Forms 
may  be  obtained  from  First  UMC,  406 
Shnley  St.,  DeRidder,  LA  70634,  or  call 
(337)  463-4491. 
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Waxia  UMC  celebrates  UMW 


Waxia,  St.  Paul  and  Melville,  St.  James  United  Methodist  Women  celebrated  UMW  Day 
on  Jan.  29  with  guest  speaker  Roxanna  Hatch,  lay  leader  of  Green  Chapel  UMC  in  Lottie, 
La.  Hatch  focused  on  UMW’s  2006  theme  of  "Mission  Alive,"  using  Matthew  25:31-46  as 
a  key  scripture.  A  morning  of  praise  and  singing  added  to  the  celebration. 


Boy  Scouts  awarded  grant 


A  check  for  $1,000  was  presented  to  David  Castro,  scout  master  and  Tommy 
Adkins,  assistant  scout  Master  of  Boy  Scout  Troop  60  by  Rev.  James  Poole  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Natchitoches.  The  funds  for  the  grant  are  provided 
from  the  revenues  of  the  Pumpkin  Patch  Missions  project  which  is  held  annually  in 
October.  Troop  60  has  been  sponsored  since  its  charter  on  June  1, 1930  by  UMC  of 
Natchitoches.  The  Pumpkin  Patch  also  awarded  grants  to  other  missions  of  FUMC 
like  fall  programs  for  elementary  and  pre-schooled  aged  children,  and  The 
Methodist  Men's  Scholarship  at  Northwestern  State  University. 


Baton  Rouge  District  UMW 


Asbury  UMC  UMW  day 


Dr.  Ramonalynn  W.  Bethley,  Alexandria  District  Superintendent,  spoke  at  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church's  UMW  Day  program  earlier  this  year.  Gladys  Revels, 
president  of  Asbury  UMW,  coordinated  the  event.  Standing  left  to  right,  front 
row,  are  Eleanor  Westmoreland,  Gladys  W.  Revels,  Dora  Combest,  Ramonalynn 
W.  Bethley  and  Loretta  B.  Washington;  second  row,  Jimmie  Dell  Knighten,  Judith 
Hayes,  Iris  Saez,  Shelby  W.  Graham,  Bety  Gardner,  Idell  Snowden  and  Ida 
Dinkins. 


On  Saturday,  April  22, 2006,  the  Baton  Rouge  District  United  Methodist  Women  spon¬ 
sored  a  trip  to  UMCOR/Sager  Brown  in  Baldwin,  Louisiana  to  visit  the  site,  to  take  sup¬ 
plies  and  to  give  a  cash  donation.  Three  church  vans  from  Blackwater  United 
Methodist  Church,  Roberts  United  Methodist  Church  and  Saint  Mark  United  Methodist 
Church  took  school  supplies,  cases  of  toothbrushes  and  toothpaste  and  other  health 
supplies  to  the  facility.  In  addition,  approximately  $400  in  cash  was  given  to  be  used  on 
other  needed  items.  Approximately  20  United  Methodist  Women  were  met  at  UMCOR  at 
Sager-Brown  by  Glenn  Druilhet,  director  of  Depot  Operations,  and  taken  on  a  tour  of 
the  facility.  Volunteers  were  busy  getting  health  kits  and  other  items  ready  for  ship- 
ping.The  Baton  Rouge  District  officers  who  were  in  attendance  were  Dolores  Giles, 
President;  Cynthia  Blake,  Secretary;  Rosa  Watts, Treasurer;  Anita  Hansberry, 
Membership;  Nurture  and  Outreach  Coordinator;  Marian  Griffin,  Spiritual  Growth 
Coordinator  and  coordinator  of  the  trip.  Also,  Edna  L.  Hickman,  Vice  President  of 
Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist  Women  and  a  member  of  the  Baton  Rouge 
District  was  in  attendance.  After  the  cash  donation  was  presented  to  Glenn  Druilhet, 
Edna  Hickman  thanked  the  staff  and  volunteers  of  UMCOR  at  Sager-Brown  for  all  that 
they  do  everyday  to  assist  those  in  need  and  Glenn  thanked  the  United  Methodist 
Women  for  their  support  throughout  the  years. 
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Women  to  walk  for  missions 


ANAHEIM,  CALIF.,  April  24  - 
Nearly  700  United  Methodist  Women 
members  from  across  the  United  States 
will  “Walk  for  Mission”  to  support  women, 
children  and  youth  on  May  6  at  7  a.m.  The 
5-Kilometer  walk  will  start  at  the  Anaheim, 
Calif.,  Marriott  and  will  loop  two  times 
around  Convention  Way. 

The  walkers,  who  are  members  of  the 
approximately  one-million  member  organi¬ 
zation  United  Methodist  Women,  are  rais¬ 
ing  funds  and  awareness  for  programs  and 
projects  supporting  women  and  children 
worldwide.  They  are  also  attending  their 
quadrennial  Assembly  this  weekend  at  the 
Anaheim  Convention  Center. 

Members  of  the  organization  nation¬ 
wide  have  organized  parallel  events  this 
weekend  and  throughout  the  summer. 


Funds  will  be  used  to  support  programs, 
projects  and  advocacy  related  to  women, 
children  and  youth  in  the  United  States  and 
in  more  than  100  countries  around  the 
world.  In  Southern  California,  these  funds 
regularly  support: 

*  Neighborhood  House  in  Calexico  -  a 
community  center  that  provides  emergency 
assistance,  a  shelter,  English  as  a  Second 
Language  classes,  immigration  services, 
economic  development  opportunities  and 
family  resources. 

♦Toberman  Settlement  House  in  San 
Pedro  -  a  community  center  that  provides 
welfare-to-work  programs,  academic  pro¬ 
grams,  gang  intervention  programs,  drug 
diversion,  delinquency  prevention,  parent¬ 
ing  and  teen  projects,  and  youth  and  family 
programs. 


Delrie's  apron  retired 


Sam  H.  Delrie's  apron  is  retired  at  First  Methodist  Church  of  Denham  Springs 
As  of  January  2006,  an  apron  hangs  on  the  wall  inside  the  kitchen  of  First  Methodist 
Church  of  Denham  Springs.  Sam  H.  Delrie,  who  has  served  the  Lord  by  cooking  break¬ 
fast  for  the  United  Methodist  Men's  group  for  over  30  years,  has  decided  to  enjoy  the 
breakfasts  from  the  other  side  of  the  counter  for  a  while.  Sam  has  dedicated  himself  to 
this  task  for  as  long  as  anyone  can  remember  and  he  will  be  sorely  missed.  Sam's  expe¬ 
rience  in  the  kitchen  while  in  the  military  served  him  well  as  he  prepared  meals  for 
large  groups  and  some  of  this  military  experience  was  often  needed  to  "whip  his  help 
into  shape"  during  the  wee  hours  of  Saturday  mornings  while  he  worked  diligently 
over  the  stove.  There  was  never  any  doubt  about  who  was  in  charge  while  Sam  was  in 
the  kitchen.  Sam  was  a  recipient  of  the  Methodist  Men's  Lifetime  Membership  in  1996. 
Sam  has  been  supported  in  this  effort  by  his  wife  of  43  years,  Jerry.  Sam  and  Jerry  have 
been  members  of  First  UMC  of  Denham  Springs  since  1973. 


Louisiana  Methodist 
Children’s  Home 


PO  Box  929 
Ruston,  LA.  71273 


JltemexA 


Way  O (fauna 


For  more  than  100  years,  Louisiana's  Methodist  Children's  Home  has  cared  for 
orphaned,  abused,  abandoned,  neglected  and  hurting  children. 


Thousands  of  children  who  desperately  need  a  Christian  Home, 
good  medical  care,  nourishing  food,  proper  clothing,  and  education 
have  found  refuge  here. 


Always,  there  has  been  the  desire,  the  prayers,  that  each  one 
would  come  to  know  the  Lord  as  personal  Saviour. 


Please  give  generously  to  support  and  extend  this  worthy  ministry  through  the 


Mother’s  Day  Offering 


Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  UMC 


"From  the  Past  Will  Come  the  Future"  is  the  Centennial  theme  for  Elizabeth 
Sullivan  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Bogalusa,  celebrating  its  100th 
anniversary  during  the  month  of  August. 

Special  music  and  services  of  celebration  will  take  place  at  1 0  a.m.  every 
Sunday,  Aug.  6-20. The  centennial  celebration  will  be  Aug.  27  when  Bishop 
William  W.  Hutchinson  will  preach  at  1 0  a.m.  worship.  A  dinner  for  all  members 
and  guests  will  be  served  in  the  Family  Life  Center.  Rev.  Dr.  Alan  Einsel,  Rev. 
Barbara  Einsel  and  members  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  UMC  extend  a  sin¬ 
cere  invitation  to  all  former  pastors,  members  and  friends  to  attend  any  or  all  of 
the  services.  Shown  at  a  church  council  meeting  looking  at  lists  of  former  mem¬ 
bers  are  Centennial  Committee  members  Cindy  Melancon,  Freda  Billings 
(behind  Cindy),  Sharon  Mullins,  Rev.  Alan  Einsel,  Patricia  Branch,  Charles  Talley, 
Rev.  Barbara  Einsel  and  Tom  Knight. 

*  '  <*•  -  4*:  .  or  ^,-t 
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Mutt  Ministry  Shining  light' for  elderly 


BY  JOHN  GORDON 

FOLEY,  Ala.  (UMNS)  -  Louise 
Greenwald  went  through  many  sad,  lonely 
hours  after  the  death  of  her  second  husband 
last  fall. 

“He  passed  away  in  October,”  she  says 
of  husband  Frank  Foster,  “and  it’s  been 
quite  empty.” 

But  thanks  to  the  Mutt  Ministry  at  a 
nearby  church,  the  92-year-old  piano 
teacher  now  has  a  new  companion  -  a  tiny 
Chihuahua  named  Honey. 

“This  is  a  real  blessing  -  company,  lots 
of  love,  and  I  can  cook  for  him,”  she  says. 
“He’s  just  been  a  shining  light  for  me.” 

Members  of  Jubilee  Shores  United 
Methodist  Church,  a  500-member  congre¬ 
gation  in  Fairhope,  brought  together 
Greenwald  and  Honey  in  early  March. 

The  Mutt  Ministry  was  started  by 
church  member  and  Foley  veterinarian 
Beth  Taylor,  who  wanted  to  team  up  pets 
from  an  animal  shelter  with  people  who 
needed  companionship. 

The  results  can  be  seen  in  Greenwald ’s 
shining  eyes  and  Honey’s  wagging  tail. 

“It  couldn’t  be  any  more  perfect,” 
Greenwald  says.  “I’m  good  to  him,  and 
he’s  good  to  me.” 

Taylor  started  the  Mutt  Ministry  three 
years  ago  and  places  an  average  of  20  ani¬ 
mals  each  year.  After  going  through  some 
changes  in  her  own  life  and  joining  a  Bible 
study  group  at  Jubilee  Shores,  she  decided 
to  use  her  gifts  for  helping  animals  to  help 
people  as  well.  -• 

“We  take  animals  from  the  shelter  and 
we  spay  or  neuter  them,  vaccinate  them, 
de-worm  them,  get  them  healthy,”  she 
explains.  “We  foster  them  out  for  a  short 
period  of  time,  make  sure  they  don’t  have 
any  bad  habits.  And  then  we  adopt  them 
out  to  elderly,  disabled,  homebound  people 
who  could  not  have  a  pet  without  our 
help.” 

Taylor  and  other  church  members 
donate  bags  of  food  to  help  feed  the  pets.  If 
the  owners  need  it,  Taylor  even  offers  life¬ 
time  veterinary  care  for  the  animals. 

“A  lot  of  (the  owners)  are  lonely  and 
isolated.  And  it  gives  them  a  reason  to  get 
up  and  get  going  in  the  morning,”  she  says. 
Taylor  says  many  studies  have  proven  the 


multitude  of  benefits  of  having  a  pet. 

“Even  the  simple  act  of  holding  a  dog 
or  petting  a  dog  or  a  cat  can  lower  blood 
pressure,  can  lower  the  heart  rate,  can  calm 
someone,”  she  says.  “We  try  to  let  them 
know  it  reminds  them  that  God  hasn’t  for¬ 
gotten  them,  that  he  brought  them  that  pet.” 

The  Mutt  Ministry  has  also  placed  resi¬ 
dent  pets  at  several  area  nursing  homes. 
Clarabelle,  a  black  cat,  roams  the  hallways 
and  visits  the  rooms  at  a  retirement  com¬ 
munity  in  Spanish  Fort,  Ala. 

“She  keeps  me  company,”  says  resident 
Margaret  Thompson.  “1  get  so  lonesome, 
but  when  I  see  Clarabelle,  I  get  happy 
again.” 

Pam  Denham,  a  Jubilee  Shores  member 
and  Mutt  Ministry  volunteer,  says 
Clarabelle  offers  unconditional  love  to  the 
residents  at  the  nursing  home. 

“She  is  well  taken  care  of,”  Denham 
says.  “She  has  60  residents  who  are  her 
owners  and  who  are  in  love  with  her.” 

At  first,  Taylor  got  a  cool  reception 
from  nursing  homes  when  she  offered  to 
give  them  pets.  “Most  of  them  said,  ‘no 
thank  you,  no  pets  allowed,”’  she  says. 

Finally,  several  agreed  to  accept  resident 
pets,  and  the  program  began  expanding. 
Church  members  also  began  taking  their 
own  pets  for  visits. 

Taylor  has  a  busy  practice,  one  day  jug¬ 
gling  her  time  between  making  a  farm  call 
to  deliver  a  calf  and  checking  an  injured 
dog  brought  to  her  clinic. 

She  says  the  time  she  devotes  to  the 
Mutt  Ministry  saves  animals  that  might 
otherwise  be  euthanized  -  and  gives  new 
hope  to  those  elderly  persons  who  need 
companionship. 

“They’re  a  friend  that’s  always  there,” 
she  says.  “They’re  not  going  to  turn  their 
back  on  you,  they’re  not  going  to  find  a 
better  friend  and  leave  you.  They’re  just  a 
loyal  friend  that  you  can  depend  on.” 

The  strong  bond  between  people  and 
their  pets  goes  back  for  centuries,  Taylor 
says. 

“Animals  rarely  disappoint  us.  They’re 
always  there  to  love  us,  no  matter  what,” 
she  says.  “We  probably  should  take  more 
cues  from  them,  as  far  as  forgiveness  and 
love.” 


Operation  Care  brightens  days  of  Marines 


BY  KATHY  L.  GILBERT 

It’s  the  little  things  that  make  a  big 
difference  for  soldiers  at  Camp 
Fallujah  -  like  a  care  package  of 
Doublemint  gum  that  arrived  just  in 
time  for  St.  Patrick’s  Day  from  some 
United  Methodist  church  members 
“back  home.” 

Top  of  the  wish  list  for  April? 
Microwave  popcorn. 

United  Methodist  Chaplain  Ron 
Newhouse  coordinates  “Operation 
Marine  Care  Packages”  from  his  tent 
at  Camp  Fallujah  to  help  young 
Marines,  sailors  and  soldiers  deal  with 
the  “sparse  amenities”  at  the  camp  in 
Iraq. 

“Life  here  is  very  basic  and  very 
dangerous,”  he  says.  “Care  packages 
are  a  huge  boost  to  the  morale  of  our 
Marines.” 

Handing  out  the  “goodies”  also 
gives  Newhouse  a  chance  to  connect 
with  Marines  who  don’t  always  attend 
chapel  services. 

“When  I  deliver  care  packages,  I 
connect  with  them  by  bringing  the 
love  and  hope  of  Christ  into  their 
lives,”  he  says. 

Newhouse  is  the  minister  of  admin¬ 
istration  at  Edmond  (Okla.)  New 
Covenant  United  Methodist  Church. 

He  was  called  up  for  active  duty  in 
January  and  is  deployed  with  the 
Marine  9th  Communications  Battalion 
at  Camp  Fallujah. 

“I  have  been  a  Navy  Reserve  chap¬ 
lain  for  six  years,”  he  says.  “This  is  the 
first  time  I  have  been  called  up  for 
active  duty.”  He  served  other  reserve 
commands  in  the  Oklahoma  City 
Navy  Reserve  Center,  Fleet  Hospital 
Dallas  and  Commander  Destroyer 
Squadron  23. 

Accomplishing  even  the  simplest  of 
tasks  at  the  base  camp  -  such  as  going 
to  dinner,  getting  your  laundry  done 
and  using  the  computer  for  e-mail  - 
takes  a  lot  more  time  than  those  tasks 
would  take  in  the  United  States, 
Newhouse  says. 


“We  walk  to  every  place  we  go  to 
at  Camp  Fallujah.  You  don’t  just  hop 
in  the  car  to  go  to  chow.  You  have  to 
walk.  When  you  need  laundry  done, 
you  have  to  walk  to  the  laundry  facili¬ 
ty  and  leave  your  laundry  to  be  picked 
up  the  next  day.  We  do  have  Internet 
access,  but  it  is  very  slow.  No  high¬ 
speed  DLS  here!  We  have  good  food 
and  air  conditioning;  however,  the 
long  walks  in  the  heat  can  be  a  real 
test  of  endurance.” 

The  camp  has  been  hit  several 
times  by  mortars  and  while  no  one  has 
been  hurt,  “we  have  to  be  on  alert  all 
the  time,”  he  says. 

“Life  outside  of  the  wire,  as  we  call 
it,  is  really  dangerous.  We  have  not 
lost  any  Marines  in  my  battalion,  but 
some  battalions  have  lost  Marines  to 
the  roadside  bombs.  The  amount  of 
gear  you  wear  outside  the  wire  is  good 
but  heavy,  especially  in  the  heat.” 

Newhouse  says  the  most  important 
gift  congregations  can  give  those  serv¬ 
ing  in  the  armed  forces  is  daily  prayer. 

“Please  take  a  moment  each  day  to 
pray  for  us,”  he  says.  “Also,  pray  for 
the  Iraqi  people;  there  are  many  Iraqis 
who  are  Christians.” 

In  addition  to  handing  out  care 
packages,  Newhouse  likes  to  honor 
each  Marine’s  birthday.  On  his  Web 
site,  he  has  a  list  of  items  by  month 
that  he  knows  the  Marines  will  enjoy. 
Beef  jerky  and  Jolly  Ranchers  are 
always  welcome,  he  adds. 

“I  picked  the  items  on  the  list  for 
care  packages  because  these  are  items 
that  won’t  melt  while  in  transit  to  our 
camp,”  he  says.  “It  gets  to  about  120 
(degrees)  here  in  the  summer  months, 
so  chocolate  candy  bars  and  related 
items  will  not  hold  up  to  the  intense 
heat.” 

For  a  list  of  care  items  needed  and 
information  on  how  to  participate,  visit 
chaplain  Newhoise’s  Web  site  at 
http://www.ronnewhouse.com/  or  send 
an  e-mail  to  Newhouse  at  ronald.new- 
house@cemnf-wiraq.usmc.mil. 


Sunday  School/Christian  Education — It's  for  Life! 


BY  REV.  JOHN  ED  HARPER 

What  images  come  to  mind  when  you 
hear  the  words  Christian  Education?  Are 
your  first  thoughts  of  children  in  class¬ 
rooms  studying  the  Bible?  For  many  of  us 
the  Sunday  school  is  the  primary  place  that 
we  think  of  when  we  consider  what  it 
means  to  provide  Christian  education.  But 
exactly  what  is  it  that  happens  in  a  Sunday 
school  class  or  small  group  experience  that 
enables  Christian  education  and  formation 
to  take  place? 

Christian  education  happens  when  peo¬ 
ple  .. . 

Learn  the  Bible — People  learn  about 
God’s  love  as  they  hear  the  stories  of  the 
Bible.  It  is  in  Christian  education  settings 
that  children,  youth  and  adults  learn  the 
stories  of  the  people  of  God  and  become 


familiar  with  God’s  teachings  through  their 
study  of  the  Bible. 

Accept  God’s  Grace — Knowledge  of 
the  Bible  doesn’t  create  Christians.  The 
belief  that  the  words  of  the  Bible  are  God’s 
message  to  us  is  what  impels  a  person  to 
become  a  Christian.  It  is  the  acceptance  of 
God’s  saving  grace  offered  through  Jesus 
Christ  as  a  special  gift  that  enables  one  to 
become  the  person  God  created  him  or  her 
to  be. 

Grow  in  Christian  Faith — Christian  faith 
becomes  a  reality  when  the  stories  of  the 
Bible  and  our  personal  experiences  of 
God’s  love  and  grace  inspire  us  to  love 
God  and  to  trust  God’s  guidance.  This  is 
especially  important  as  we  make  decisions 
about  they  way  we  will  live  our  lives  each 
day. 


Become  Part  of  a  Christian 
Community — Christians  recognize  that  the 
ability  to  grow  in  relationship  to  God  is 
possible  only  in  fellowship  with  other 
Christians.  Although  Christians  value  time 
alone  in  prayer  and  communion  with  God, 
Christians  also  welcome  times  to  praise 
God  and  give  thanks  for  God’s  gracious 
love  and  care  in  worship  and  prayer  with 
one  another. 

Answer  God’s  Call  to  Christian 
Living — Living  a  Christian  life  does  not 
come  automatically.  It  comes  through 
study,  worship  and  learning  together. 
Sunday  school  is  a  beginning  for  children 
and  youth.  Sunday  school,  as  well  as  many 
other  small  group  settings  for  Christian  for¬ 
mation,  is  essential  for  adults!  When  peo¬ 
ple  learn  to  follow  the  example  of  Jesus 


Christ,  they  become  Christian  examples, 
revealing  the  love  of  God  through  their 
own  actions  at  home,  at  work,  at  play,  at 
church,  or  anywhere  they  may  be.  Through 
Christian  education  activities  at  church, 
individuals  and  families  find  ways  to  serve 
God  by  serving  others. 

Christian  education  is  a  lifelong  process 
of  learning,  believing,  growing,  and  serv¬ 
ing.  Christian  education  is  a  sacred  respon¬ 
sibility.  To  give  Christian  education  less 
than  our  best  would  be  unfaithful  to  the  life 
God  has  called  us  to  live  and  to  the  world 
we  are  called  to  serve.  What  is  your  church 
doing  in  the  area  of  Christian  education? 
For  more  information  and/or  ideas,  contact 
our  Conference  Director  of  Christian 
Education,  Rev.  John  Edd  Harper  at  (225) 
346-1646  or  emailjohnedd@bellsouth.net. 
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Rio  Grande,  from  page  1 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  which  was 
hit  hard  by  Katrina  last  fall. 

The  Rio  Grande  Conference  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  heard  of  the 
tremendous  need  for  Spanish  speaking 
help,  and  sent  a  contingent  to  New  Orleans 
in  April  to  see  what  the  conference  could 
do  to  help  hurricane  survivors. 

“We  saw  the  coverage  of  the  aftermath 
of  Katrina  on  television.  That  alone  just 
doesn’t  tell  the  whole  story,”  said  Rev. 
Isidro  Pina,  UMCOR  coordinator  for  the 
conference. 

After  visiting  with  Rev.  Samuel  Calvo 
of  El  Mesias  UMC  and  his  daughter-in-law 
Maribel,  the  group  was  able  to  visualize 
how  Spanish  speaking  volunteers  from  the 
Rio  Grande  Conference  can  uniquely  speed 
up  the  recovery  process  for  so  many  storm 
victims  in  the  predominantly 
Hispanic/Latino  area  surrounding  the 
church  in  Kenner. 

During  the  fact  finding  trip,  members  of 
the  delegation  were  able  to  start  that 
process  by  translating  vital  relief  process 
documents  from  English  into  Spanish  to 
expedite  the  application  process. 

“We  are  now  working  in  collaboration 
and  partnership  with  the  Louisiana 
Conference  by  recruiting  Rio  Grande 
Conference  Volunteer  In  Mission  teams  to 
go  to  Kenner  to  help  clean  up  and  rebuild 
damaged  homes.  Our  first  VIM  mission  is 
scheduled  for  May  15-20.  We  plan  to  bring 
along  bi-lingual  volunteers  to  serve  as  case 
workers  in  assisting  Spanish  speaking 
storm  victims,"  said  Abel  Vega,  Jr.,  director 
of  Connectional  Ministries  for  the  Rio 
Grande  conference. 

Some  of  the  residents  who  will  be 
helped  by  the  May  mission  team  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  El  Mesias  UMC. 

Mario  and  Carla  Alvarez,  members  of 
El  Mesias  UMC,  had  over  three  feet  of 
flood  water  in  their  home,  located  only 
several  blocks  away  from  the  church. 
United  Methodist  volunteer  teams  have 
already  gutted  and  replaced  damaged 
sheetrock,  but  the  house  is  badly  in  need  of 
a  new  roof.  “Not  all  recovery  tasks  can  be 
completed  by  every  volunteer.  Along  with 
the  need  for  volunteers  to  gut  homes,  there 
is  a  great  need  for  roofers,  plumbers  and 
electricians,”  said  Calvo. 

Two  FEM  A  trailers  are  parked  in  the 


Alvarez’s  small  front  yard.  The  house  and 
the  trailers  currently  house  five  families,  all 
related  to  Mario  and  Carla.  Of  the  15  resi¬ 
dents,  three  are  young  children. 

Almita,  Carla’s  sister,  and  her  husband 
Edwin  live  with  their  two-month-old  son 
Edwin,  Jr.  in  one  of  the  trailers.  “We  were 
living  in  the  Redwood  Apartments  which 
are  right  across  West  Esplanade  Boulevard 
from  the  church  (El  Mesias).  The  entire 
complex  completely  collapsed  during  the 
storm,”  said  Almita. 

Alma  and  Jose  Canizales,  Carla’s  par¬ 
ents,  were  living  in  the  house  with  her 
daughter’s  family  prior  to  Hurricane 
Katrina.  “We  evacuated  to  Shreveport  and 
stayed  in  a  hotel.  Then  we  all  moved  to 
Dallas  and  lived  for  several  months  with 
Jose’s  brother  Manuel,”  said  Alma. 

Amazingly,  the  Alvarez  family  has  also 
served  as  host  to  other  friends  and  family 
who  needed  temporary  shelter.  “They 
never  turned  anyone  away.  That’s  just  the 
kind  of  people  they  are,”  said  Calvo. 

Maxine  Milla,  originally  from 
Honduras,  moved  from  Connecticut  to 
Louisiana  with  her  husband  when  he 
retired  several  years  ago.  In  her  70’s, 
Maxine  lives  alone  since  her  husband  died 
shortly  after  moving  to  New  Orleans. 

“I  am  so  grateful  to  my  friends  at  El 
Mesias,”  said  Maxine,  whose  house  flood¬ 
ed  during  the  storm.  Church  volunteers, 
including  Maribel’s  husband  Steven,  gutted 
her  Kenner  home  and  have  started  the 
process  of  installing  Sheetrock. 

Milla  lives  in  the  FEMA  trailer  that  sits 
on  the  small  side  yard  to  her  home.  Many 
of  the  flowers  in  her  once  perfectly  kept 
garden  are  blooming  again.  She  points  to  a 
rose  bush  full  of  deep  red  blossoms.  “The 
flowers  on  that  bush  used  to  be  white 
before  Katrina,”  Milla  says,  marveling  at 
the  little  miracle  represented  by  the  color 
change. 

The  most  poignant  miracles,  however, 
are  represented  in  the  acts  of  kindness  and 
the  incredible  faith  of  the  storm  victims  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  worst  of  circumstances.  “The 
Hispanic/Latino  residents  in  this  area  want 
to  rebuild.  They  know  what  it  is  like  to 
leave  a  country  and  never  go  back.  For 
them.  New  Orleans  is  home.  If  it  is  possi¬ 
ble,  and  they  receive  the  right  kind  of  help, 
many  will  return,”  said  Maribel  Calvo. 


Group  performs  at  Clanton  Chapel 


"Eagle  Song,"  a  youth  choir  from  Northfield,  Illinois  performed  at  Clanton  Chapel 
on  April  5.  They  came  to  bring  music  for  recovery  and  nearly  $  1 6,000.00  worth 
of  musical  instruments  to  area  schools. 


Kenner  residents  Alma  and  Jose  Canizales,  above,  stand  with  Maribel  Calvo  from  El 
Mesias  UMC  and  the  Canizales'  grandson  Edwin  in  their  daughter's  front  yard.  Maxine 
Milla  proudly  displays  a  rose  bush  that  came  back  after  Hurricane  Katrina's  devastation. 


Louisiana  Conference  Calendar 

MAY  2006 


6 

Transition  Seminar  Wesley  Center 

Woodworth 

7 

Lake  Charles  District  Pre  Conference  Meeting 

1ST  UMC 

Lake  Charles 

7 

New  Orleans  District  Pre  Conference  Meeting 

Lake  Vista,  UMC 

N.O. 

7 

Youth  Service  Fund  Offering 

8 

Shreveport  District  Pre  Conferenc 

e  Meeting 

Broadmoor 

Shreveport 

8-11 

Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership  Track  4  (Spiritual  Directors) 

Wesley  Center 

Woodworth 

9 

Foundation  Board  Meeting  and  Annual  Meeting 

Foundation  Conference  Room 

Baton  Rouge 

9 

Legacies  of  Louisiana  Banquet 
Country  Club  of  Louisiana 

Baton  Rouge 

11 

Shreveport  District  Pre  Conference  Meeting 

Lakeview  UMC 

Minden 

12 

Church  anew  -  Clergy  Training  2 

and  Missioner  Training 

Wesley  Center 

Woodworth 

13 

Church  anew  -  Cluster  Workshop  3 

Wesley  Center 

Woodworth 

14 

Louisiana  Methodist  Children's  Home,  Ruston — Ottering 

16-17 

Women's  Clergy  Retreat 

Wesley  Center 

Woodworth 

17-18 

Louisiana  Conference  Cabinet  He 

adquarters  Building 

Baton  Rouge 

*sce  page  3  for  rest  of  Pre-Conference  Training 
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Monroe  district  dedicates  parsonage 

The  Monroe  district  recently  dedicated  the  new  district  parsonage.  On  hand  to 
dedicate  the  new  home  of  the  Monroe  district  superintendent  are,  from  left  to 
right.  Rev.  Kem  Alexander,  Rev.  Larry  Stafford,  Bishop  William  Hutchinson,  Rev. 
Bob  Burgess,  superintendent.  Rev.  Dick  Humphries,  Rev.  Bill  McLain. 


Hall  Summitt  UMC  Celebrating  100  years 


Hall  Summit  United  Methodist  Church 
is  busy  making  plans  for  its  Centennial  cel¬ 
ebration.  In  1 906,  property  was  purchased 
by  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  with 
plans  to  build  a  church  in  a  small  timber 
and  farming  settlement.  The  deed  stipulat¬ 
ed  that  the  building  was  to  be  used  as  a 
worship  place  for  other  denominations 
when  not  in  use  by  the  Methodist  congre¬ 
gation. 

In  1 926,  a  new  church  was  constructed 


and  serves  as  the  current  structure.  Worship 
and  church  and  community  programs  are 
the  lifeblood  of  the  congregation.  Easter 
sunrise  service,  “Spring  Fling,”  Vacation 
Bible  School  and  “Fall  Fest”  are  just  some 
of  the  anticipated  events  every  year. 

The  1 00th  year  celebration  is  scheduled 
for  May  21  at  11  a.m.  Former  pastors,  for¬ 
mer  members  and  their  families,  and  all 
our  friends  are  warmly  invited  to  celebrate 
this  very  special  occasion  with  us. 


Action  urged  on 
child  marriage  issue 

By  Kathy  L.  Gilbert 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Child  mar¬ 
riage,  prostitution,  HIV/AIDS,  illiteracy 
and  poverty  are  sad  realities  for  many 
women  in  Africa  and  developing  countries. 

Two  young  women  who  have  escaped 
tbe_cyele  of  poverty  and  abuse  spoke  to 
members  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  during  the  agency's 
spring  meeting  to  appeal  for  help  for 
women  in  their  home  countries.  Their 
accounts  spurred  the  board  to  pass  a  reso¬ 
lution  condemning  child  marriage. 

Kakenya  Ntaiya,  a  native  of  Kenya, 
Africa,  spoke  to  board  members  about 
defying  the  cultural  practice  of  child  mar¬ 
riage  and  about  the  girls  in  her  village  who 
have  suffered  from  the  custom. 

In  the  rural  village  where  Ntaiya  was 
bom,  the  practice  of  child  marriage  is  com¬ 
mon.  She  was  engaged  at  age  5. 

Fortunately  she  finished  secondary 
school,  and  through  a  friend,  who  attended 
school  in  the  United  States,  applied  and 
was  accepted  at  Randolph  Macon  College, 
a  United  Methodist-related  institution  in 
Ashland,  Va.  Today  she  is  pursuing  a  doc¬ 
torate  in  education  at  the  University  of 
Pittsburgh. 

She  plans  to  return  and  build  a  girl's 
boarding  school  and  clinic. 

"There  is  so  much  the  United  Methodist 
Church  can  do  to  help,"  she  says.  "Prayers 
help.  Sponsor  a  girl  to  go  to  school,  make 
connections. 

The  board  passed  a  statement  on  child 
marriage,  calling  upon  all  United 
Methodists  to  "critically  exam  our  own 
societies'  gender  norms  and  constructions. 
United  Methodists  everywhere  must  listen 
and  learn  from  each  other." 


A  charitable  gift  annuity  can  create 
retirement  income  to  supplement  your 
pension  or  Social  Security,  while  help¬ 
ing  your  church's  future. 

Let  us  show  you  how  a  charitable  gift 
annuity  can  help  you  now,  and  your 
family  and  your  United  Methodist 
Church  later. 


One-Life  Gift  Annuity  Rates* 
Age  Rate  Age  Rate 

50 

5.3 

75 

7.1 

55 

5.5 

80 

8.0 

60 

5.7 

85 

9.5 

65 

6.0 

87 

10.2 

70 

6.5 

90+ 

11.3 

*  Two-life  rates  are  lower.  Always  consult  your  professional 
advisor  before  making  important  financial  decisions. 


Retirement  Funds 
Keep  You  Covered? 

Income  is  always  an  important  issue, 
especially  in  retirement. 
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East  Bank  storm  station  salutes  volunteer  groups 


A  Glimpse  of  Heaven 


Revs.  Simon  Chigumira,  pastor  of  Warren  United  Methodist  Church,  and  Roger  Templeton  of  Oak  Park  UMC,  stand  behind  a 
banner  on  the  side  lawn  of  Oak  Park  in  Lake  Charles  welcoming  both  congregations  to  worship.  Templeton's  congregation 
invited  Warren  UMC  to  share  their  facilities  after  the  historic  Warren  sanctuary  was  destroyed  by  Hurricane  Rita. 


Two  Lake  Charles  churches  share  facility  after  storm 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

Once  in  a  while,  the  church  gets  an 
earthly  glimpse  of  what  heaven  must  be 
like.  The  members  of  Warren  and  Oak 
Park  United  Methodist  churches  in  Lake 
Charles  are  getting  that  opportunity  due 
to  a  series  of  events  triggered  by 
Hurricane  Rita,  which  ravaged  the  city 
in  September  of  2005. 

Warren  UMC,  pastored  by  Rev. 
Simon  Chigumira,  is  an  historic,  urban 


church  basically  comprised  of  30 
African  American  extended  families. 

Oak  Park  UMC,  led  by  Rev.  Roger 
Templeton,  has  served  a  Caucasian  con¬ 
gregation  in  a  residential  part  of  the  city 
since  1951. 

The  members  of  Warren  UMC  now 
worship  at  Oak  Park  UMC  every 
Sunday  morning  because  their  sanctu¬ 
ary,  built  in  1920,  now  stands  in  ruins 
due  to  heavy  storm  damage. 


“After  Hurricane  Rita  hit,  the  city 
was  basically  empty  for  two  and  a  half 
weeks  due  to  a  mandatory  evacuation. 
When  allowed  to  come  back,  we  were 
faced  with  the  reality  that  our  beautiful 
church  building  was  destroyed.  Our 
congregation  was  in  shock,  but  there 
was  too  much  need  in  our  community  to 
stop  and  feel  sorry  for  ourselves,”  said 
Chigumira,  a  native  of  Zimbabwe, 

See  Heaven,  page  6 
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-  Park  UMC  Warren  UMC 

9:30  a.m.  Worship  Service  9:30  a.m.  Sunday  School  J 

at 

10:30  a.m.  Coffee  Fellowship 


Staff  and  volunteers  at  the  East  Bank 
Storm  Recovery  Station  always  enjoy  the 
reaction  of  storm  victims  when  they  find 
out  that  help  provided  is  “free.” 

“I  can't  believe  God  makes  people  like 
you.  By  the  way.  I’m  Catholic.  Is  that 
okay?,”  asked  one  elderly  woman.  Lesley 
Loewe,  administrative  assistant  for  the  sta¬ 
tion,  assured  her  that  help  was  available  for 
anyone  that  needed  it. 


The  volume  of  work  produced  through 
East  Bank  and  the  other  five  storm  stations 
located  in  the  New  Orleans  and  Lake 
Charles  areas  is,  at  times,  staggering.  “We 
hosted  450  volunteers  a  day  in  March,  and 
gutted  1 1 3  houses  in  just  one  week,”  said 
Loewe,  giving  much  of  the  credit  to  hard 
working  college  volunteers  who  came  to 
New  Orleans  on  their  spring  break. 

The  East  Bank  station  recently  moved 


from  St.  Matthews  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Metairie  to  First  UMC  in 
Kenner.  “The  move  was  primarily  based  on 
the  issue  of  available  space.  We  now  have 
six  offices  as  opposed  to  two,”  said  Darrell 
Guillory,  operations  coordinator  for  the 
East  Bank  station.  “Transportation  to  the 
center  by  city  bus  is  also  improved  because 
the  buses  go  down  Williams  Blvd.  which  is 

See  East  Bank,  page  6 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


"Oh!  I  Do  Believe!" 


Here  it  is  the  end  of  a  very  long  day 
and  10:00  pm.  I’ve  been  in  Appointive 
Cabinet  meetings  all  day  and  will  assume 
them  again  tomorrow  morning.  I’m  told 
that  my  newspaper  column  is  due  by 
tomorrow  as  well.  And  1  begin  to  won¬ 
der,  "What  will  I  say  this  time?”  I’ve 
had  a  couple  of  thoughts  in  the  last  few 
days  and  have  even  encountered  some 
visual  parables  in  the  scenes  of  nature 
and  life  around  me.  But  do  any  of  them 
hold  just  the  right  teaching  for  this  col¬ 
umn  at  this  time? 

I  could  try  and  expound  on  the  scene  1 
saw  of  the  blue  jay  that  was  trying  to 
carry  off  the  body  of  a  smaller  bird  that 
either  the  jay  had  killed,  or  that  the  jay 
had  found  already  dead  and  wanted  to 
use  as  feathers  for  its  own  nest.  All  the 
while  the  jay  was  trying  to  get  the  bird  in 
its  beak  and  fly  away,  a  companion  of 
the  dead  bird  was  rushing  around  the 
unwelcome  intruder  trying  to  retrieve  the 
body  of  its  friend.  The  jay  successfully 
fought  the  companion  off  and  managed 
to  get  the  dead  body  in  its  beak  and  fly 
away  to  the  nearest  tree.  The  stunned 
and  frustrated  one  left  behind  rushed 
frantically  up  and  down  the  sidewalk  and 
looked  begging  in  my  direction  as  if  to 
say,  “Can’t  you  do  anything  to  help?” 

Was  this  a  scene  of  everyday  life? 

Caught  in  the  unwelcome  clutches  of  a 
foreign  entity  and  our  friends  trying  their 
best  to  save  us?  Seems  like  a  hurricane 
analogy  to  me!! 

Or,  maybe  I  could  tell  you  about  my 
feelings  as  I  drive  down  the  highways  of 
our  beautiful  state  and  take  in  the  beauty 
of  the  fresh  green  of  spring.  There’s 
nothing  quite  as  beautiful  to  my  vision  as 
the  fresh  green  of  the  emerging  leaves 
and  grasses.  This  soft  and  new  color  is 
so  different  from  the  tired  green  of  late 
summer  when  dust,  tiredness,  and  heat 
exhaustion  has  set  in.  Sometimes  I  find 
myself  trudging  through  life  with  as 
much  energy  as  the  tired  green  of  the  dog 
days.  It’s  as  if  I  simply  don’t  have  the 
energy  to  appear  fresh.  I  can  feel  like  the 
leaf  that  is  just  about  ready  to  drop,  but 
there  hasn’t  been  a  strong  enough  wind 
to  take  it  on  off  the  branch.  Or  the  feel¬ 
ing  of  a  tired  old  oak  leaf  that  has  hung 
on  all  winter,  and  now  with  the  spring 
flowering  is  literally  pushed  off  the 
branch  by  the  emerging  spring  growth. 

In  my  own  life  it  seems  lately  as  if  I 
am  that  tired  green  of  late  summer  or  that 
clinging  leaf  of  the  mighty  oak.  We’ve 
all  been  through  a  lot  recently.  And 
we’ve  all  hung  on  just  as  strongly  as  we 
can.  But  we’ve  gotten  tired  and  we  are 
ready  to  lay  our  burden  down  in  some 
way,  at  least  for  a  season.  We’re  ready 
for  the  freshness  of  spring  and  renewed 
life  and  renewed  strength  and  renewed 
luster.  And  for  those  of  us  in  the  church, 
that  new  start  can  come  with  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  a  new  Conference  year.  We’re 
ready  to  come  together  in  Shreveport, 
hear  great  preaching  and  sing  great 
songs,  and  celebrate  and  cry  together 
over  die  months  past  and  plan  and  praise 
together  for  the  months  ahead.  And  in  so 
doing,  the  fresh  green  of  spring  and  sum¬ 


mer  begins  to  take 
over  our  lives  and 
we  experience  fresh¬ 
ness,  newness,  and 
hopefulness. 

Sounds  like  another 
hurricane  analogy  to 
me! 

I  guess  I  could 
brag  about  our 
Conference  and  its 
marvelous  spirit. 
Everywhere  I  go  I 
am  faced  with  the  indomitable  character 
of  the  Louisiana  laity  and  clergy  and  I 
am  humbled  by  the  faith  in  God  that 
says,  “We  shall  overcome.”  When  I  stand 
in  the  sanctuary  of  our  flooded  churches 
and  see  the  steady  work  that  is  producing 
new  walls,  new  windows,  new  floors  and 
new  visions  I  want  to  shout, 

"Hallelujah!”  When  I  hear  the  stories  of 
person  after  person  who  has  lost  every¬ 
thing  he  or  she  owns  and  hear  them  say, 
“God  has  been  so  good  to  me  and  1  am 
blessed,”  I  want  to  stand  and  shout, 
“Hallelujah!”  When  I  visit  our  churches 
that  have  not  been  in  the  direct  path  of 
the  storms  and  hear  them  tell  of  the  shel¬ 
ters  they  have  operated,  the  people  they 
have  fed,  the  children  they  have  housed, 
the  medical  care  they  have  provided,  and 
the  spiritual  growth  they  have  experi¬ 
enced  as  a  result  of  their  “good 
Samaritan”  efforts,  I  am  humbled  all 
over  again. 

The  church  has  been  the  church  in 
ways  that  no  book,  other  than  The  One 
Book,  gives  directions  and  in  ways  that 
no  bishop  has  inspired  or  instructed. 
“When  the  storms  of  life  are  raging”  He 
has  stood  by  us  and  has  brought  us  on 
our  way.  Ajnd  though  we  may  be  tattered 
and  tom,  we  are  not  destroyed  and  I  say, 
“Hallelujah!”  Sounds  like  another  hurri¬ 
cane  story  to  me. 

Have  I  said  anything  about  hurricanes 
yet?  They  have  been  terrible.  They  have 
been  destructive.  They  have  been  dia¬ 
bolical.  They  have  altered  our  lives  in 
ways  we  will  never  fully  understand  nor 
fully  accept.  But  they  have  not  over¬ 
come!  Jesus  has  overcome,  just  as  he 
promised  he  would!  “  I  have  said  this  to 
you,  that  in  me  you  may  have  peace.  In 
the  world  you  have  tribulation;  but  be  of 
good  cheer,  I  have  overcome  the  world.” 
(John  16:33) 

The  intruding  jay  isn’t  the  last  word. 
The  tired,  dog  days  of  late  summer  and 
the  old  dusty  and  darkened  green  aren’t 
the  last  word.  The  destroyed  buildings, 
lost  possessions  and  altered  lifestyles  are 
not  the  last  word.  The  last  word  is  Jesus! 
He  has  overcome.  We  shall  overcome! 
Oh,  I  do  believe!  We  shall  overcome 
some  day! ! 

What  an  honor  it  is  to  share  this  jour¬ 
ney  with  you.  It  hasn’t  been,  nor  will  it 
be  easy.  But,  we  shall  overcome! 

In  Christ’s  love. 

Bill  Hutchinson 

fell 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Confirmation  day  with  the  Bishop 


Over  480  confirmands  and  adult  sponsors  from  throughout  the  La.  Annual 
Conference  attended  Confirmation  Day  with  the  Bishop  at  The  Wesley  Center  in 
Woodworth,  La.  March  25.  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  addressed  the  group 
who  enjoyed  a  day  of  worship,  games,  music  and  various  workshops  on  United 
Methodism  and  their  faith.  A  praise  band  comprised  of  college  students  who  are 
former  CCYM  members  played  during  worship  and  plenary  sessions. 
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"Prison  Van"  reunites  families 


Going  to  see  her  sister,  Bridget  Woods  boards  a  Concord  United  Methodist  Church  van 
taking  visitors  to  prisons  in  Nashville. 


BY  JOHN  GORDON 

KNOXVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  When 
Lisa  Woods  walked  into  a  visitation  room 
at  the  Tennessee  Prison  for  Women,  her  3- 
year-old  niece  -  whom  she  hadn’t  seen  in 
nearly  a  year  -  ran  to  greet  her  and  jumped 
into  her  arms. 

“It’s  very  exciting,”  said  Woods.  “At 
first,  I  thought  I  was  going  to  cry.” 

Woods’  niece,  nephew,  sister  and  moth¬ 
er  went  to  the  Nashville  prison  for  a  visit 
with  the  help  of  the  prison  van  ministry  at 
Concord  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Knoxville.  Once  a  month,  volunteers  drive 
church  vans  on  the  three-hour  trip  from 
Knoxville  to  Nashville  to  help  keep  fami¬ 
lies  connected. 

“I  wasn’t  able  to  drive  myself  down,” 
said  Woods’  mother,  Phyllis  Woods.  “I 
think  it’s  very  special  and  very  good  of 
them  to  do  it.” 

Phyllis  Woods  said  visits  from  family 
members  are  important  to  those  in  prison. 

“1  love  her  much,  and  in  spite  of  all 
what’s  happened,  I  still  need  to  keep  in 
touch  with  her,  no  matter  what,”  she  said. 

Lisa  Woods’  niece,  Condazia  Murphy, 
recited  her  ABCs,  while  her  brother, 
DeaunTray  Woods,  8,  set  up  a  game  of 
checkers. 

“It’s  fun  to  go  see  my  auntie  because 
she  thinks  of  fun  things  to  do,”  DeaunTray 
said. 

Lisa  Woods  is  serving  two  eight-year 
sentences  on  drug  convictions.  She  is 
enrolled  in  a  comprehensive  rehabilitation 
program  at  the  prison  and  said  she  is  turn¬ 
ing  her  life  around. 

“Every  family  has  their  trials  and  tribu¬ 
lations,”  she  said.  “But  I  feel  like  being 
able  to  see  my  family  gives  me  a  drive  to 
keep  going  on.” 

The  family  spent  several  hours  visiting, 
eating  lunch  and  playing  games. 

Lisa  Woods’  sister,  Bridget  Woods,  said 
she  enjoyed  the  visit,  even  after  going 
through  a  thorough  search  at  the  entrance 
to  the  prison. 

“It’s  kind  of  them  to  help  people  out 
who  can’t  come  this  far,”  she  said  of  the 
church. 

The  van  ministry  began  nearly  20  years 


ago  at  Concord  and  has  ferried  hundreds  of 
family  members  to  visit  Nashville  prisons. 
Elaine  Wynn,  the  church’s  director  of  adult 
and  family  ministries,  said  the  program 
shut  down  temporarily  when  ridership 
declined  but  restarted  about  three  years 
ago. 

“To  me,  it’s  really  important  because 
prisoners  -  there’s  such  a  stigma  involved 
with  being  in  prison,”  Wynn  said.  “And 
often  they  are  people  who  have  just  made 
mistakes.  They’re  sort  of  forgotten  folks, 
in  many  ways.” 

High  gasoline  prices  have  made  it  even 
harder  for  families  to  make  the  trips  on 
their  own,  she  added. 

“I  would  like  to  see  the  church  expand 
beyond  visitation  to  helping  prisoners 
when  they’re  discharged,  and  maybe  spon¬ 
soring  families  and  helping  children  with 
education,”  she  said. 

Jim  Miller,  a  church  member  and  volun¬ 
teer  driver,  said  entire  families  are  affected 
when  someone  goes  to  prison. 

“When  an  individual  that’s  related  to 
other  individuals  goes  into  one  of  those 
institutions,”  he  said,  “everybody  goes  into 
one  of  those  institutions  who’s  related  to 
them  and  loves  them  and  knows  them.” 

Another  van  rider,  Rebecca  Brock,  visit¬ 
ed  her  daughter  in  the  women’s  prison. 
Brock  said  the  van  ministry  has  helped 
because  she  can  no  longer  drive  herself. 

“It’s  just  been  a  God’s  blessing,  really 
has,”  she  said.  “You  can  talk  to  them  on 
the  phone  and  everything,  but  it’s  not  like 
seeing  them  in  person.” 

Meanwhile,  Lisa  Woods  is  not  bitter 
about  being  caught  and  sent  to  prison. 

“I’m  glad  that  I  got  caught,”  she  said. 
“Because  if  I  wouldn’t  have  got  caught,  I 
would  still  be  out  there  doing  the  same 
things,  risking  my  life,  living  the  wrong 
life,  and  would  never  have  gotten  to  expe¬ 
rience  this  experience  and  this  journey.” 

She  said  her  days  from  morning  to  night 
are  occupied  with  the  prison’s  rehabilita¬ 
tion  program.  She  said  the  van  ministry  is 
important  in  keeping  her  family  together. 

“It  keeps  us  focused  on  being  able  to 
see  our  family  again,”  she  said.  “It  gives  us 
faith.  It  gives  us  hope.” 
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"Justifying  Grace:  Opening  the  Door  to  a  House  not  made  with 
Hands."  2  Corinthians  5:1 
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Hope  (AIDS)) 
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6:45  a.m.  -  7:00  a.m.  Morning  Prayer  @ 
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Address  to  the  Conference 
by  the  Conference  Lay 
Leader 

Conference  Board  of  Laity 
Report 

Report  of  the  Wesley  Center 
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Recognition  of  Lina  McCord 
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Announcements 
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Prayer 

Report  of  Board  of  Ordained 
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3:00  p.m.  -  3:1 5  p.m.  Break 
3:1 5  p.m.  -  3:25  p.m.  Recognition  of  Lydia 
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3:25  p.m.  -  4:30  p.m.  Report  on  Hurricane 
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Conference  Staff  & 
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Report  on  the  Present  &  Future  of  the  United 


Greetings  from  Dignitaries 
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Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans 

Rules  of  Order  for 

(Take  up  collection  -  Katrina  Church  Recovery 

Conference  Sessions 

Appeal) 
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4:30  pm.  -  7:00  p.m.  Dinner  Break 

Introduction  of  Theme 
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7:30  p.m.  Service  of  Ordination  & 
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Wednesday,  June  7 

Prayer 
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Greetings  from  Dr.  Hughes, 

Amphitheater 

President  Dillard  University 

(Sponsored  by  UMM) 
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8:1 5  a.m.  -  8:30  a.m.  Gathering  Music 

o  Petitions/Resolutions 

8:30  a.m.- 9:15  a.m.  Bible  Study 

o  CFA  Report  #1 

9:15  a.m.- 9:25  a.m.  Stand-up  Break 

o  Equitable  Compensation 

9:35  a.m.  - 12:00  Noon  Business  Session 

o  Report  of  the  Publishing 

Report  of  the  Committee  on 

House 

the  Journal 

o  Report  of  the 

Report  of  the  Board  of 

Nominations  Committee  #1 

Pensions 

o  Report  of  the  Statistician 

Report  of  the  Conference 

o  Report  of  the  Conference 

Board  ofTrustees 

Ministry  Team 

Stand-up  Break 

3:00  p.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 

o  Announcements 

Report  of  the  Conference 

Clergy  Session  (Chapel) 

Council  on  Finance  and 

Laity  Session  (Gold  Dome) 

Administration 

(Collection  to  be  taken  for 

Nominations  Committee  #2 

Clergy  &  Spouses/Surviving 

Bicentennial  Celebration  of 

Spouses  displaced  by  the 

Methodism 

5:00  p.m. 
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Report  from  LA  UM 

Dinner 

Foundation 

7:00  p.m.  -  9:00  p.m. 

Katrina/Rita  Party 

Report  on  Website  Redesign 

Bain  Hall,  First  UMC, 

Announcements 

Tuesday,  June  6 

Shreveport 

1 2:00  -  1 :30  p.m.  Lunch  Break 

Award's  Luncheon  - 

Morning  Prayer  @ 

Broadmoor  UMC, 

Shreveport 

6:45  a.m.  -  7:00  a.m. 

1 :1 5  p.m. - 1 :30  p.m.  Gathering  Music 

(Sponsored  by  UMM) 
7:00  a.m.  -  8:00  a.m.  Laity  Breakfast 
8:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m.  Late  Registration  in  Gold 
Dome  Continues 
8:15  a.m.  Gathering  Music 

8:30  a.m.  - 10:00  a.m.  Worship  -  Celebration  of 
Clergy  Rights  for  Women 
50th  Anniversary 


1 :30  p.m.  -  3:00  p.m.  Business  Session 
Report  of  the  Rules 


Committee 
Committee  of  Petitions 
The  Fixing  of  Appointments 
Invitation  to  2007  Session  of 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Service  of  Sending  Forth 
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N.O.  District  honors  Henderson 


Rev.  Freddie  C.  Henderson  was  honored  May  7  at  Lake  Vista  United  Methodist  Church 
for  his  eight  years  of  service  as  New  Orleans  District  Superintendent. 

Salutes  from  clergy,  laity  and  staff  were  given  by  Rev.  Regina  Hickman,  Dr.  Anita  Crump, 
and  Tony  Childers,  respectively.  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  expressed  gratitude  for 
Henderson's  faithfulness  in  service,  especially  during  the  challenging  aftermath  of 
Hurricane  Katrina.  Numerous  commendations  from  government  officials  were  present¬ 
ed  to  Henderson,  including  a  letter  from  Mayor  C.  Ray  Nagin  saying, "Most  noteworthy 
during  the  final  months  of  your  tenure  was  your  perseverance,  determination  and  suc¬ 
cess  in  relocating  and  reorganizing  the  clergy  and  churches  to  provide  effective  min¬ 
istry  during  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane  Katrina,  despite  your  own  personal  loss." 
Henderson  sends  this  message  to  the  people  of  the  New  Orleans  District:  "My  eight 
years  as  your  District  Superintendent  have  been  a  great  experience  in  my  ministerial 
journey.  I  expressly  am  appreciative  to  you  for  being  part  of  the  vast  recovery  efforts 
since  Katrina  and  Rita  hit  in  2005.  You  have  demonstrated  the  resilience  that  is  indica¬ 
tive  of  the  people  of  New  Orleans  and  Louisiana  who  have  endured  much  hardship  and 
yet  continue  to  serve  our  Lord.  Thank  you  for  the  celebration  on  May  7,  and  for  allowing 
me  and  my  family  to  serve  with  you.  I  have  a  special  place  in  my  heart  for  all  of  you." 
Henderson,  right,  is  pictured  above  with  Reuben  Vaughn  and  Childers,  administrative 
assistant  for  the  New  Orleans  District.  Photo  by  Dr.  Keith  Kreutziger. 


FUMC  Thibodeaux  burns  note 


Following  11  a.m.  worship  on  April  30,  members  of  First  United  Methodist  of  Thibodaux 
boarded  a  bus  or  traveled  by  car  to  gather  at  a  site  approximately  three  miles  north  of 
their  present  church  home.  The  group  held  a  note  burning  ceremony  for  the  property, 
a  19.28  acre  tract  on  Highway  20  in  a  rapidly  developing  area  for  residential  and  busi¬ 
ness  establishments.  The  15-year  note  was  paid  off  in  only  five  years.  Pictured  at  the 
note  burning  ceremony,  from  left,  are  Rev.  Penn  Morgan,  Dot  Meyer,  Bill  Cam,  Grace 
Monk  Gueydan  and  Walter  Skaggs.  Looking  on  are  Connie  Britton,  Hugh  Caffery  and 
Gary  Smith. 


News  around 


First  Street  UMC  celebrates  1 73  years 


First  Street  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  celebrated  1 73  years  of  service  with 
an  anniversary  banquet  on  May  19  and  a  special  worship  service  on  May  21  in  the  historic 
sanctuary.  United  Methodists  and  members  of  First  Street  UMC  gathered  at  the  anniversary 
service  to  hear  Rev.  Connie  C.  J.  Jackson,  associate  minister  at  the  Ray  of  Hope  Christian 
Church  in  Decatur, Ga.  A  dynamic  minister,  entrepreneur  and  political  activist,  Jackson  was 
recently  noted  in  Essence  Magazine  as  one  of  the  "Women  Who  are  Shaping  the  World."  The 
theme  for  the  service  was  "Let  Us  Pray"  with  Psalms  92:1  "How  good  it  is  to  give  thanks  to 
you,  O  Lord  . . ."  serving  as  the  scripture  verse. 


West  Monroe  UMC  builds  homes 


The  Missions  Committee  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  West  Monroe  spon¬ 
sored  a  workday  recently  to  assist  Habitat  for  Humanity  of  Ouachita.  Habitat  for 
Humanity,  founded  by  Millard  Fuller,  welcomed  this  partnership  and  welcomes  all 
partnerships  based  on  the  common  ground  of  serving  others. 

Twenty-eight  FUMC  members  including  adults  and  youth  put  their  love  into  action 
by  working  on  two  houses  in  need  of  outside  siding  and  by  doing  minor  inside  con¬ 
struction.  Coordinated  by  Keith  Bryant  and  Johnette  Sellar,  the  team  donated  1 68 
work  hours. This  workday  was  a  part  of  the  committee's  ongoing  emphasis  on  local 
mission  needs.  Work  team  members  pictured  are  Ben  Patterson,  David  Reeves, 
Johnette  Sellar,  Kathy  Reeves,  Pat  Druett,  Sara  Patterson,  Pat  McClendon,  Belinda 
Bodie,  Patricia  Putnam,  and  Ann  Steinbeck.  Others  participating  in  this  project  were 
Becky  Ham,  Heath  Harrison,  Hunter  Harrison,  Bob  Henson,  Brenda  Howell,  Denise 
Johns,  Billy  McClendon,  Paul  Nelson,  Sara  Patterson,  John  Putnam,  Julie  Putnam, 
Tyler  Putnam,  Scott  Schutz,  Tracy  Schutz,  Jordan  Sellar,  Harrison  Steinbeck,  John 
Steinbeck,  and  Jade  Steinbeck. 

Rev.  Ricky  Willis  is  pastor  of  the  First  UMC  of  West  Monroe,  which  is  located  at  1 41 1 
Glenwood  Drive. 
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the  Districts 


Asbury-Bossier  reaching  out  to  N.O. 


Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in  Bossier  City  has  made  a  commitment  to  send  mission 
teams  to  New  Orleans  each  month  of  2006.  Each  of  the  teams  that  have  made  the  trip  so 
far  have  been  assigned  specific  houses  to  work  on,  gutting  the  buildings  down  to  the 
frame. 


Vacherie  UMC  celebrates  100  years 


Vacherie  United  Methodist  Church  celebrated  its  100th  anniversary  Easter  Sunday  during 
services,  followed  with  a  reception. The  sanctuary,  now  fully  functional  after  damages 
from  Hurricane  Katrina,  was  rebuilt  in  1967  after  being  destroyed  by  Hurricane  Betsy  . 
Claire  Waguespack,  who  passed  away  the  week  prior  to  the  service,  would  have  been  94. 


Fundraising  flamingoes 


Junior  high  and  high  school  youth  at  Springhill  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport 
have  been  using  a  flock  of  plastic  flamingos  as  a  fund  raiser  for  a  summer  trip  to  Disney 
World  in  Orlando."You  may  come  home  from  work  one  afternoon,  or  wake  up  in  the 
morning  to  find  these  'God  fearing  creatures'  adorning  your  front  yard.  One  of  the  birds 
has  a  note  attached  to  it  saying  that  the  flamingos  will  be  removed  from  your  yard  for  a 
small  fee.  For  a  larger  fee,  the  flamingos  promise  not  to  return  to  your  yard  for  at  least 
six  months.  I  was  in  such  a  hurry  to  get  them  out  of  my  yard,  I  paid  the  larger  fee — they 
were  clashing  with  the  Easter  bunnies  on  my  lawn,"  said  Pat  McWilliams  with  a  laugh. 
The  youth  group  has  spearheaded  garage  sales,  bake  sales  and  carnations  for  Mother's 
Day.  But  without  a  doubt,  these  pink  invaders  have  brought  the  most  attention  to  their 
fundraising  efforts. 


Fortuna  speaks  at  Shreveport  district  retreat 


Anette  Fortuna  of  the  Shreveport  District  United  Methodist  Women  was  the  featured 
speaker  at  the  Shreveport  District  Spring  Retreat  held  April  22  at  Noel  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  theme  of  the  event,  "The  Fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  . was  inspired  by 
Galatians  5:22,  the  key  scripture.  DeAndre  Johnson  served  as  song  leader  for  the  event, 
which  was  organized  by  Marjorie  Davis,  Spiritial  Growth  Mission  Coordinator. 
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UMW  attends  Women's  Assembly 


Members  of  United  Methodist  Women  from  throughout  the  La.  Annual 
Conference  are  pictured  at  the  recent  Women's  Assembly  held  in  Annaheim,  Cal. 


Over  50  United  Methodist  Women 
from  Louisiana  joined  7,000  plus  of 
their  sisters  from  all  over  the  world  at 
the  Women’s  Assembly  in  Anaheim, 

Cal.  May  4-7.  The  theme,  “Rise! 

Shine!  Glorify  God,”  was  evident 
throughout  the  event. 

A  banner  made  by  Mary  Core  and 
Beverly  Cox  of  Louisiana  was  carried 
by  Mary  in  the  opening  session,  which 
featured  communion  celebrated  by 
Bishops  Joel  Martinez,  Violet  Fisher 
and  Mary  Ann  Swenson.  Highlights  of 
the  event  were:  an  address  by  Nobel 
Peace  Prize  Nominee  Wahu  Kaara  on 
poverty  in  Brazil;  a  plenary  by  Anna 
Deavere  Smith,  Tony  nominated  actress, 
playwright  and  author;  a  presentation  by 
Jan  Love,  Deputy  General  Secretary  of 
the  Women’s  Division;  a  walk  for  mis¬ 


sions;  and  many  displays  of  talent  and 
celebration  of  music.  Members  of  the 
Louisiana  delegation  played  key  roles  in 
the  event:  Patricia  Cobb,  president  for 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  UMW, 
served  on  the  Core  Planning  Group; 
Kathleen  Conrad  serves  as  a  Women’s 
Division  director;  Sione  Tu’uta,  associ¬ 
ate  pastor  of  Grace  Community  UMC 
in  Shreveport,  was  a  member  of  the 
Music  Leadership  Team  and  a  song 
leader;  and  Stacy  Hood,  director  of 
Worship  Ministries  for  Grace 
Community  UMC,  was  a  technical 
director  and  a  song  leader. 

“Louisiana  was  well  represented  and 
what  a  grand  time  was  had  by  all! 

Great  job  ladies!,”  said  Harriette  Elrod, 
president  of  La.  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women. 


East  Bank  from  Page  1 


right  by  Kenner  First.” 

Guillory  is  quick  to  add  a  vote  of  grati¬ 
tude  to  St.  Matthew's  UMC  for  the  months 
of  hospitality  afforded  to  the  station  in  the 
aftermath  of  Hurricane  Katrina.  “Their 
support  has  been  invaluable.” 

The  station  has  hosted  a  number  of 
international  teams,  and  teams  with  previ¬ 
ous  ties  to  Louisiana.  “Munholland,  one 
of  our  host  churches,  recently  housed  a 
group  from  South  Africa  led  by  Rev.  Jon 
Lord  and  his  wife  Lisa,”  said  Loewe.  The 
Lords,  natives  of  Louisiana  who  have 
recently  served  as  missionaries  to  South 
Africa,  are  returning  to  serve  in  one  of  the 
New  Orleans  mission  zones. 

A  group  of  high  school  students  from 
the  Virgin  Islands  came  for  a  week  in  late 
April  to  volunteer.  “They  are  used  to  liv¬ 
ing  through  hurricanes  and  were  very 
helpful,”  said  Loewe. 

A  team  from  Gulf  Shores,  Ala.  recently 
came  to  lend  a  hand  in  recovery  efforts. 
“Jack  O’Dell,  pastor  at  St.  Matthews 


UMC,  led  a  team  to  Gulf  Shores  after 
Ivan  struck.  Alabama  is  still  recovering 
from  that  storm,”  said  Guillory.  “They 
remembered  Louisiana’s  kindness  and 
wanted  to  return  the  favor.” 

Area  churches  that  serve  as  hosts  for 
visiting  teams  include  Munholland,  St. 
Matthews,  Metairie,  Lake  Vista,  St. 
Charles  (Destrehan)  and  Luling  United 
Methodist  Churches. 

Station  staff  predict  that  volunteer 
numbers  for  June,  July  and  August  will  be 
impressive.  “Summer  is  the  time  that 
many  people  are  available  to  take  vaca¬ 
tion  and  head  our  way.” 

The  East  Bank  station  has  a  memora¬ 
bilia  wall  with  pictures  and  signatures 
from  all  of  the  volunteers  who  have 
passed  through  the  station’s  doors. 
“Whenever  church  members  or  storm  vic¬ 
tims  who  are  clients  see  the  number  of 
people  who  have  cared  enough  to  come,  it 
makes  them  feel  better.  It  gives  them 
hope,”  said  Guillory. 


Heaven  from  page  1 


Africa. 

The  folks  at  Warren  UMC  immediately 
began  the  operation  of  a  supplies  and  food 
bank  which  served  storm  victims  in  the 
area.  “Many  of  the  families  surrounding 
the  church  are  impoverished.  The  children 
of  the  area  have  witnessed  crimes  and  drug 
dealing.  The  residents  are  definitely  at 
risk,”  said  Chigumira.  He  hopes  that  the 
Warren  parsonage,  which  is  still  useable, 
will  be  converted  into  an  outreach  center 
that  can  continue  to  serve  the  neighbor¬ 
hood. 

Rev.  Roger  Templeton  invited 
Chigumira  and  the  Warren  congregation  to 
use  the  Oak  Park  sanctuary  for  worship 
services  starting  in  mid-October  of  2005. 
After  a  few  adjustments,  the  current 
Sunday  morning  worship  schedule  is  9:30 
a.m.  for  Oak  Park  and  1 1  a.m.  for  Warren. 
“1  also  pastor  Fairview  UMC,  a  smaller 
congregation  in  the  area.  While  Simon 
leads  worship  for  Warren  UMC  in  Oak 
Park’s  sanctuary,  1  head  over  to  conduct 
services  for  Fairview’s  congregation  at  1 1 
a.m.  each  Sunday,”  said  Templeton. 

Both  pastors  realized  that  it  would  be 
important  to  maintain  separate  worship 
opportunities  for  the  respective  churches. 
“Warren’s  congregation  had  been  through 
so  much  change  and  trauma,  we  knew  it 
was  essential  that  they  maintain  some  ele¬ 
ment  of  what  was  familiar.  Also,  Simon 
and  I  both  recognized  that  the  worship 
styles  of  both  congregations  were  quite  dif¬ 
ferent — Warren  with  a  spirited  praise  style 
and  Oak  Park  with  its  traditional  approach. 
We  wanted  to  respect  those  differences,” 
said  Templeton  with  Chigumira  nodding  in 
agreement. 

However,  Easter  Sunday  was  a  different 
day  in  the  life  of  these  two  churches.  Both 
congregations  worshipped  together  during 
one  service  held  that  morning.  “The  church 
was  alive  with  the  Holy  Spirit.  There  was 
standing  room  only  in  the  sanctuary,  and 
everyone  was  moved  by  the  experience.  I 
was  looking  at  Helen  Lewis,  a  long  time 
member  of  Warren  UMC,  and  my  teenage 
daughter  Bethany  serving  side  by  side  on 
the  altar  during  the  service.  I  remember 


thinking  that  this  must  be  what  heaven 
looks  like,”  said  Templeton  with  tears  in 
his  eyes. 

The  two  pastors  have  a  strong  admira¬ 
tion  for  each  other  and  are  eager  to  speak 
of  the  gifts  demonstrated  by  each  one. 
“Roger  has  so  much  grace  and  diplomacy. 
Everything  he  has  said  throughout  this 
process  is  not  just  words,  he  truly  lives  out 
the  spiritual  gift  of  hospitality.  .  .  and  so 
does  his  congregation,”  said  Chigumira. 

Templeton  is  equally  impressed  with  his 
colleague.  “I’ve  learned  a  lot  from  Simon. 
He  is  a  strong  pastoral  leader  who  gently 
walked  his  congregation  through  the 
process  of  grief  in  losing  their  church.  He 
knew  instinctively  when  to  provide  space 
and  grace,”  he  said. 

The  invitation  to  host  Warren  at  Oak 
Park  has  not  been  without  its  struggles  or 
its  detractors.  “Inevitably,  God  will  push  us 
beyond  our  comfort  zone.  But  it  gives  us  a 
chance  to  examine  what  it  truly  means  to 
be  in  ministry,  not  just  to  exist.  We  become 
sensitive  to  doing  things  a  different  way,” 
said  Templeton. 

Plans  for  an  ongoing,  blended  service  at 
8:15  a.m.  on  Sunday  mornings  are  under¬ 
way.  The  service  will  be  designed  to  attract 
younger,  un-churched  members  and  will 
probably  have  a  relaxed  format  and  con¬ 
temporary  music.  “One  thing  Hurricane 
Rita  did  not  destroy  is  a  wealth  of  state  of 
the  art  sound  equipment  at  Warren  UMC. 
Oak  Park  didn’t  have  these  resources,  so  it 
is  rewarding  for  us  to  contribute  these 
items  to  make  the  blended  service  a  reali¬ 
ty,”  said  Chigumira. 

“God  is  at  work  here,  and  we  have  to  be 
obedient,”  said  Chigumira,  who  shared  that 
he  had  dreamed  of  Warren  UMC  develop¬ 
ing  into  an  African  American  mega-church. 
“Change  is  a  process.  And  no  matter  how 
clumsy  it  may  have  been,  or  how  many 
missteps  may  have  happened,  at  the  end  of 
the  day,  these  two  congregations  have  start¬ 
ed  something  special.” 

“Separately,  we  were  two  great  church¬ 
es.  Together,  we  are  so  much  more.  This  is 
what  the  Kingdom  of  God  is  all  about.” 


Lesley  Loewe,  administrative  assistant  and  volunteer  coordinator  for  the  East  Bank 
Storm  Relief/Recovery  Station  in  Kenner,  reviews  the  work  assignments  for  the  day  with 
case  manager  Donna  McMillion  in  the  station  offices  at  St.  Matthews  UMC. The  station 
recently  moved  to  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Kenner,  La. 
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A  letter  from  the  Childrens'  Homes 


April  20,  2006 

Dear  Friends: 

1  feel  the  urgent  need  to 
write  you  to  thank  you  again 
for  your  response  to  our  chil¬ 
dren’s  needs  -  Those  needs  brought 
about  first  by  Hurricane  Katrina,  and 
then  compounded  by  Hurricane  Rita. 

We  could  not  have  cared  for  both  the 
children  from  the  New  Orleans  Home 
and  those  with  us  in  Ruston  without 
your  help.  What  an  unusual  blessing 
this  experience  has  been  and  continues 
to  be! 

Let  me  update  you  on  our  current 
status.  The  37  children  from  the 
Methodist  Home  for  Children  in  New 
Orleans  remained  with  us  from  August 
28,  2005  through  February  10,  2006. 
With  the  help  of  many  donors  and  vol¬ 
unteers,  we  were  able  to  provide  the 
highest  quality  level  of  care  while  they 
were  here.  (During  this  period,  some  of 
the  37  returned  to  their  families,  and  a 
few  entered  other  programs.)  We  then 
helped  those  who  remained  to  relocate 
to  the  New  Orleans  facility  on 
Washington  Avenue.  We  are  continuing 
to  assist  them  to  operate  by  providing 
administrative,  business  practice,  public 
relations,  and  training  services.  At  their 
Board  of  Directors  request,  a  study  is 
being  done  to  determine  the  best  way  to 
make  them  a  part  of  our  operations. 


Many  of  their  donors  and  ours  are 
unable  to  help  us  financially  because 
their  own  personal  recovery  needs  are 
paramount.  Your  gift,  in  combination 
with  all  the  other  gifts  we  received,  not 
only  has  made  it  possible  to  cover  the 
immediate  needs,  but  also  it  is  helping 
to  provide  for  our  continuing  needs. 

As  1  stated  in  a  letter  in  September 
of  last  year,  I  know  our  Lord  and  God 
is  in  control.  Our  Home  is  indeed 
stronger  for  our  sharing  our  Christian 
love  with  our  New  Orleans  brothers  and 
sisters.  They  tell  me  that  they  are 
stronger  as  a  result  of  our  new  relation¬ 
ship.  There  is  no  doubt  that  our 
Children’s  Homes  have  changed  for  the 
better.  We  continue  to  pray  that  our 
state  will  emerge  from  this  entire  expe¬ 
rience  stronger  and  wiser. 

Our  mission  -  Guiding  Children  and 
Families  Home,  to  Experience  God’s 
Love  by  Following  the  Teachings  of 
Christ  -  remains  as  our  point  of  destina¬ 
tion  in  whatever  storm  we  encounter. 
Thank  you  for  “riding  out  this  storm” 
with  us.  1  pray  that  we  will  continue  to 
be  present  for  our  children  and  that  you 
will  also  remain  as  part  of  our  “Healing 
Ministry.” 

May  God’s  Blessings  be  with  you 
all, 

Terrel  J.  DeVille 

President/CEO 


T-shirts  support  storm  recovery 


Volunteers  and  supporters  of  storm  recovery  efforts  in  the  La.  Annual  Conference  may 
purchase  commemorative  t-shirts  to  support  local  efforts. The  shirts,  which  are  purple 
with  gold  and  white  lettering,  come  in  adult  small,  medium,  large,  extra  large,  and  2X 
sizes.  On  the  pocket  area  of  the  front  of  the  shirt  it  reads,  "Recovery  Relief  2006-2007" 
with  an  outline  of  the  state  of  Louisiana  and  the  United  Methodist  "cross  and  flame" 
The  back  of  the  shirt  reads/'United  Methodist  Church,  Come  Let  Us  Rebuild  ... 
Nehemiah  2:17."The  cost  of  the  shirt  is  $10  and  they  may  be  obtained  from  any  of  the 
six  Storm  Stations  or  from  Rhonda  at  the  Conference  Area  Offices,  (225)  346-1646. 


UMM  Retreat  "Where  are  the  men?" 


Participants  of  the  La.  Conference  United  Methodist  Men's  annual  retreat  gather  for  a 
moment  of  prayer  during  the  event.  Joe  Kelly,  president  of  the  La.  Conference  UMM,  is 
pictured  left  in  the  vest. 


“Where  are  the  men?”  was  the  question 
asked  at  the  La.  Conference  United 
Methodist  Men’s  annual  retreat  held  at  The 
Wesley  Center  in  Woodworth,  La. 

Central  to  discussions  at  the  retreat  was 
the  downward  trend  of  church  attendance 
by  men  of  all  ages  and  denominations  in 
recent  years.  Bob  Keiderling,  executive 
director  of  United  Men  of  Faith,  was  the 
keynote  speaker  for  the  event. 

Keiderling  shared  alarming  statistics, 
including  the  fact  that  nine  out  of  10  men 
will  have  kids  who  leave  the  church.  He 
also  stated  that  the  keys  to  a  dynamic 
men’s  ministry  include  a  committed  leader¬ 
ship  team  and  the  senior  pastor’s  enthusias¬ 
tic  support. 


Events  must  have  an  apparent  purpose, 
said  Keiderling,  to  make  sure  they  are  well 
attended.  “Men  want  to  be  a  part  of  some¬ 
thing  larger  than  themselves.  Often  they 
don’t  come  to  church  events  because  they 
don’t  see  any  larger  purpose,”  said 
Keiderling. 

He  also  stressed  the  importance  of 
building  nurturing  relationships  between 
men  through  small  groups  and  other  fel¬ 
lowship  oriented  settings. 

Joe  Kelley,  president  of  Louisiana 
Conference  UMM,  encouraged  everyone  in 
attendance  to  use  Keiderlikng’s  words  to 
“go  out  and  bring  men  closer  to  Christ”. 

He  offered  available  resources  to  help  lead¬ 
ers  start  men’s  groups  in  local  churches. 


•  Learn  to  lead  in  the  church  and  the  community 

•  Grow  in  faith  and  spirituality 

•  Become  involved  in  ministries  of  justice 

•  Serve  in  hands-on  ministry  experiences  in  diverse  settings 
—  Urban,  Rural,  Big  churches,  Small  churches,  Faith- 

based  organizations.  Youth  ministry.  Chaplaincies 


Preparing  Church  Leaders 
in  the  Wesleyan  Spirit 


SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY 

.*  *  --vMU-vi'  m.  '■ 


51  23  TRUMAN  ROAD  KANSAS  CITY,  MO  64127  I  WWW.SPST.EDU 
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Conference  Choir 
members  sought 

Singers,  there  is  still  room  for  you  in 
the  Conference  Choir!  If  you  have 
not  signed  up  to  sing  in  the  choir 
you  may  do  so  by  emailing  Rev.  Kem 
Alexander  at  kema@fumcmla.com 
as  soon  as  possible. The  choir  will 
assemble  for  rehearsal  on  Tues., 

June  6  at  5  p.m.  in  the  Choir  Room  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Shreveport.The  two  pieces  chosen 
for  the  Ordination  Service  are 
"Cleanse  Me"  arr.  Alexander  and  "On 
Eagles  Wings"  arr.  Wagner.  After  you 
have  made  contact  with  Rev. 
Alexander,  you  will  be  sent  the 
music. 


Ecumenical  Breakfast  Slated 

The  annual  Ecumenical  Breakfast  will 
be  held  Wed.,  June  7  at  7  a.m.  at 
Broadmoor  UMC  during  Annual 
Conference. Tickets  are  $10.  Call  Rev. 
Judy  Bazer  at  (318)  797-8608,  or 
email  judybazer@aol.com 


Youth  Director  wanted 

First  United  Methodist  of  Slidell 
seeks  an  enthusiastic  and  commit¬ 
ted  United  Methodist  with  a  vision 
for  innovative,  creative  program¬ 
ming  to  serve  as  Director  of  Youth 
ministries  and  Youth/Adult 
Christian  Education.  Full-time 
opportunity  with  health  and  other 
benefits.  Interested  candidates 
should  contact  Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun, 
senior  pastor,  or  Rev.  Pattye  Hewitt, 
associate  pastor,  at  433  Erlanger 
Ave.,  Slidell,  La.  70458  or  call  (985) 
643-6437.  Email  address  is  fumc- 
slidell@yahoo.com.  Find  out  more 
about  the  church  by  visiting  firs- 
tumcslidell.org. 


Rev.  Odell  Simmons 

Rev.  Odell  Simmons  will  serve  as 
keynote  speaker  for  the  annual 
Memorial/Communion  Service,  slated  for 
7  p.m.  Sunday,  June  4  at  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Bossier  during  the 
2006  La.  Annual  Conference. 

Simmons  has  served  56  years  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  with  six  of  those 
years  as  Shreveport  District 
Superintendent. 

His  sermon  is  entitled  “Pass  it  On,”  and 
will  be  based  on  the  scripture  2  Kings  2:6- 
14. 


Mount  Sequoyah  Gift  Center  celebrates  grand  opening 


The  Grand  Opening  and  Red  Ribbon  Cutting  of  the  new  Mount  Sequoyah  Gift  Center  on  the  grounds  of  Mount  Seuoyah  Conference 
and  Retreat  Center  were  held  recently  during  the  Board  of  Trustees  Meeting.  Bishop  Max  Whitfield,  Members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
along  with  Executive  Directors  John  and  Sheri  Altland,  Gift  Center  Managers  Jim  and  Mattie  Twiggs,  and  several  members  of  the  com¬ 
munity  were  in  attendance.  The  Gift  Center  is  open  to  the  public  and  offers  unique  gifts,  including  Ten  Thousand  Villages,  which  make 
a  difference  around  the  world. 
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UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana - 


Will  Your 
Retirement  Funds 
Keep  You  Covered? 

Income  is  always  an  important  issue, 
especially  in  retirement. 

A  charitable  gift  annuity  can  create 
retirement  income  to  supplement  your 
pension  or  Social  Security,  while  help¬ 
ing  your  church's  future. 

Let  us  show  you  how  a  charitable  gift 
annuity  can  help  you  now,  and  your 
family  and  your  United  Methodist 
Church  later. 


One-Life  Gift  Annuity  Rates* 
Age  Rate  Age  Rate 

50 

5.3 

75 

7.1 

55 

5.5 

80 

8.0 

60 

5.7 

85 

9.5 

65 

6.0 

87 

10.2 

70 

6.5 

90+ 

11.3 

*  Two-life  rates  are  lower.  Always  consult  your  professional 
advisor  before  making  important  financial  decisions. 


8337  Jefferson  Highway  ■  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70809 
225.346.1535  or  800.256.9317 
E-Mail:  info@umf.org 

www.umf.org 


SPECIAL  EDITION 


Reminders  from  the 
Conference  Ministry  Team 

•  Visit  the  updated,  user  friendly 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  website 

at  www.la-umc.org 

•  Small  member  churches,  don't  forget 
to  register  for  the  Church  Vitality 
Workshop  held  in  your  District  this  fall 

•  Mark  your  calendars  for  the  confer¬ 
ence  wide  Small  Member  Church 
Conference  in  September 

•  Visit  the  conference  website  at 
www.la-umc.org  to  find  out  information 
on  events,  training  and  opportunities  for 
youth  and  youth  leaders 

•  Mark  your  calendars  for  the  W.  T. 
Handy  Convocation,  scheduled  for  Nov. 
17-18  at  the  Downtown  Holiday  Inn  in 
New  Orleans 

•  Plan  to  attend  the  conference-wide 
Strengthening  the  Black  Church 
Workshop,  hosted  by  the  Alexandria 
District,  scheduled  for  Sept.  9  at 
Newman  UMC.  For  more  information, 
contact  (225)  664-  7979  or 
robumc@yahoocom 

•  Look  for  the  upcoming  July  edition  of 
Louisiana  Now!  highlighting  volunteer 
opportunities  through  LAVIM,  our  con¬ 
ference  Volunteers  in  Ministry  program 

•  Watch  for  information  on  LAVIM  mis¬ 
sion  teams  returning  to  India, 

Venuzuela,  South  Africa  and  Cambodia 
through  July  2007 

•  Find  helps  and  aids  for  Sunday 
School  teachers  on  the  conference 
website  under  Christian  Education 

•  Don't  forget  Christian  Education 
Sunday,  Aug.  24,  2006 

•  Plan  District  and  individual  church 
trainings  to  develop  Communications 
and  Igniting  Ministries  in  your  congre¬ 
gation 

•  Ask  your  congregation  to  read 
Louisiana  Now!,  your  conference 
newspaper,  online  by  visiting  the  con¬ 
ference  website. 


ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  Wednesday,  June  7, 2006 


Yes,  We  Are  Alive! 


Clockwise  from  top,  Dr. 
Marvelene  Hughes 
addresses  the  audience  in 
front  of  a  porch  facade, 
designed  and  crafted  by 
conference  members. 

Rev.  Dr.  Odell  Simmons 
leads  the 

Memorial/Communion 
Service  Sunday  night. 

Rev.  Dr.  Dorothy  Watson 
Tatem  speaks  during  the 
50th  anniversary  celebra¬ 
tion  Tuesday  morning. 
Members  revel  at  the 
'Katrina/Rita'  party.  Buzzy 
Anding,  conference  lay 
leader,  leads  Laity  ses¬ 
sion.  Rev.  James  Haynes, 
center, 'passes  the  mantle' 
to  Rev.  Erin  Oliver. 
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Appointments  2006-07 


Acadiana  District 


District  Superintendent  Roger  D.  Lathan  5 

Abbeville-Pecan  Island  John  L.  Vining  10 

Baldwin,  Trinity-Mt.  Zion  (Barry  A.  Whittington,  Sr./PL)  7 

Belle  Rose,  St,  James-Donaldsonville,  St.  Peter  (Elva  Jacobs/PL)  5 

Berwick,  First  (M.  Amanda  Carpenter/PL)  2 

Briggs-Mt  Zion-Fitzgerald  (Charles  E.  Hill /PL)  3 

Clanton  Chapel  (Cyril  A.  Kirby  Verret/PL)  18 

Donaldsonville,  First-Lutcher  (Barbara  J.  Beaumont/PL)  6 

Franklin,  First-McGowen  Erin  J.  Oliver  1 

Grand  River  (Earline  T,  Guidry/PL)  3 

Houma: 

Bayou  Blue  James  W.  Barrett,  Jr.  5 

Associate  (Milton  E.  Bourque,  Jr. /PL)  2 

First  Barry  Hoekstra  5 

Wesley- Vacherie  (Terry  A.  Lindsey/ PL)  5 

Jeanerette: 

St.  Paul-Asbury  (Darrel  W.  Briggs,  Sr./PL)  6 

St.  Peter-Mallalieu  Erica  R.  Jenkins  8 

Lafayette: 

Asbury  T.  Edward  Boyd,  Jr.  9 

Associate  (C.  Ann  Sutton)  8 

Associate  Ira  M.  Robinson  RM  .  12 

Associate  (David  L.  Bricker  FL)  4 

Covenant  Willis  W.  Dear  5 

Faith  Community  John  A.  Cannon  5 

First  Jan  C.  Holloway  1 

Immanuel  (Clifton  C.  Conrad,  Sr./PL)  4 

North  wood  (L.  Wayne  Howington)  4 

Lettsworth,  Scott  Chapel-New  Roads,  St.  Paul  (Inita  L.  Smith/ PL)  3 

Lutcher  Chapel  (Sonya  Renee  Lars /PL)  4 

Lydia  (Robert  W.  Cormier/ PL)  16 

Maringouin,  St.  Peter-Shiloh  (Emmett  C.  Collins,  Jr./PL)  2 

Mathews,  Memorial  Peggy  B.  Foreman  6 

Melville-Palmetto  Kenneth  B.  Chapman  RE  9 

Morgan  City: 

Pharr  Chapel  Lamar  C.  Oliver  1 

Walmsley-Mason  (Elaine  C.  Smith  /PL)  1 

Mt.  Vernon  (Joseph  Holland,  Sr./PL)  5 

Napoleon ville,  Wesley- Woodlawn  (Albert  Holland  RL)  28 

New  Iberia: 

First  Scott  T.  Bullock  6 

St  James  T.B.S. 

Opelousas: 

Louisiana  Memorial  K.  Dale  Hensarling 

St.  Mark  Russell  L.  Jones  6 

Patterson  (Aaron  J.  Carpenter,  Jr.  FL)  2 

Plaquemine: 

First  Stephen  C.  Fleming  6 

Hurst-St.  Luke  (Thomas  A.  Wesley/PL)  23 

Port  Barre-Krotz  Springs-Lottie,  Wilson  Memorial 

(Robert  D.  Clark/PL)  5 

Rosedale: 

Hartzell  (Ulysse  Stephens  RA)  13 

Rosedale-New  Roads,  First  (Jeremy  S.  Jones  FL)  1 

Thibodaux: 

Calvary-Magnolia  (Robert  E.  Johnson,  Sr./PL)  1 

First  J-  Penn  Morgan  3 

Waxia,  St.  Paul-Mel ville,  St.  James  (Marguerite  D.  Jenkins/ PL)  9 

Wiley-Green  Chapel  Laurence  E.  Hall  RM  3 

Alexandria  District 

District  Superintendent  Ramonalynn  W.  Bethley  2 

Alexandria: 

First  Timothy  J.  Neustifter  1 

Associate  Pastor  (Veronica  Kay  Pritchard  FL)  1 

Horseshoe  Drive  R.  Don  Ross  9 

Associate  Juan  Carlos  Huertas  PE  2 


Newman 
St.  Mark’s 

Trinity- Hineston,  Fellowship 
Wilton 
Atlanta 
Beulah 
Boyce: 

Lahey  Chapel  T.B.S. 

Union  (Dianne  Allen  Jones/ PL) 

Bunkie,  David  Haas  Mem.-Trinity- White’s  Chapel 

Joe  A.  Hoover 


Derrick  D.  Hills 
T.B.S. 

(Robert  E.  Guth,  Jr.  FL) 
(Jason  W.  Jacob  /SL) 
T.B.S. 

(Stephanie  T.  Kidd/PL) 


Campti: 

First-St.  Maurice 
St  Paul-Mt.Zion 
Cheneyville,  St.  Paul 
Colfax 

Couley-Sanders  Chapel 

Evergreen 

Ferriday-Clayton 

Glenmora-Boyce,  First 

Jena,  Nolley  Memorial-Belah 

Jonesville-Harrisonburg 

Lecompte-Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyville 

Many 

Marksville-Effie,  Oak  Grove-Simmesport 
Melder,  St.  Mark’s 
Montgomery-Mt.  Zion 
Natchitoches: 

Asbury-Emmanuel 
College  Ave. 

First 

Associate 

Associate 

Oak  Grove-Provencal 
Olla-Urania 
Palestine 
Pineville: 

First 

Associate 

Pleasant  Grove-Bethel 
Wesley-Boone ville,  Wesley 
Pollock-Liberty  Chapel 
Strange 

Trout,  Justiss  Memorial-Eden 

Vidalia 

Weaver 

Winn  field 


T.B.S. 

T.B.S. 

(Mary  L.  Jones /PL) 

(Gloria  L.  Youngblood  FL) 
(Thomas  G.  May/  PL) 

Gary  L.  Van  Horn  RM 
Raymon  L.  Owens,  Jr.  PE 
(William  K.  McDonald  RL) 
Lyndle  R.  Bullard 
(David  C.  Carlton  FL) 

(Ross  C.  Ford,  Jr.  FL) 

C.  Frances  Hooton 
(Antonio  E.  Ranero  FL) 
T.B.S. 

(James  R.  Walker/PL) 

James  A.  Graham 
.John  M.  Higginbotham,  Jr. 
Donald  R.  Avery 
James  M.  Poole  RM 
Jacqueline  E.  Collins  PE 
John  R.  Foster/OF 
(P.  Curtis  Carroll,  Jr.  FL) 

J.  Edwin  Dilworth 

Jon  E.  Tellifero 
(R.  Clay  Williams,  Jr.  FL) 
(Katherine  S.  Morris/PL) 
(James  E.  Ray,  Sr./PL) 

Eddie  Carpenter/OF 
T.B.S. 

John  R.  Johns  RM 
Barry  D.  Dennis/OF 
T.B.S. 

Mark  J.  Goins 


Baton  Rouge  District 


District  Superintendent 

Amite-lndependence 

Baker: 

Blackwater 
First-Pride,  Bethel 
Baton  Rouge: 

Broadmoor 

Minister  of  Congregational  Care 

Minister  of  Missions  &  Prayers 

Minister  of  Evangelism 

Min.  of  Sen.  Care  and  Residential  Ministries 

Minister  of  Vietnamese  Ministries 

Camphor  Memorial 

Associate 

First 

Associate 
Associate 
Associate 
Francis  Asbury 
Hope  Community 
Minister  of  Education 


Larry  G.  Miller 
Brady  S.  Whitton 

William  A.  Moon  III 
E.  Eugene  Rives,  Jr. 

Clifford  C.  Wright,  Jr. 
Kenneth  M.  Carroll 
Virginia  P.  Allen  OP 
Augustus  M.  (Lee)  Allen  OE 
Lusinda  M.  Warren /FD 
(Tuyet  Tran  FL) 

Darlene  A.  Moore 
Mary  Ann  Robinson/OF 
Christopher  H.  Andrews 
Elaine  M.  Burleigh  PE 
Michael  L.  Hammett 
Jerry  L.  Johnson  PE 
W.  Odell  Simmons  RM 
(H.  Louis  Jones/PL) 

Brunetta  A.  Shamlin/FD 


5 

1 

5 

3 

7 

4 


3 

4 
6 
1 
2 
9 
1 
8 
6 
3 
1 


19 

1 

2 

12 

1 

6 

4 
8 

1 

1 

1 

13 

5 

7 

5 

1 


2 

2 

1 

3 

2 

16 

1 

2 

5 

1 

5 

1 

18 

1 

1 

1 

5 

5 

4 
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Minister  of  Education 

Brunetta  A.  Shamlin/FD 

4 

Hughes  Meinorial-Watson,  Andrew  Chapel 

(Willie  Laws) 

5 

Ingleside 

Kibbie  E.  Hatfield 

4 

Jefferson 

Douglas  M.  Baker 

4 

Associate 

Stephen  Dale  Berger  OF 

3 

Jordan 

Davis  W.  Clark 

1 

Neely 

Arnold  V.  Brown 

15 

Minister  of  Education 

Linda  A.  Joseph/FD 

4 

St.  Andrew’s 

Larry  D.  O’Dell 

3 

St.  John’s 

Timothy  E.  Lawson 

1 

Associate 

(Elizabeth  A.  Wyatt) 

11 

St.  Luke’s-St.  Paul’s 

(Kimbra  H.  Hammett/PL) 

4 

St.  Mark 

Joseph  D.  Awotwi 

7 

University,  William  B.  Reily  Memorial 

Steven  M.  Spurlock 

2 

Associate/LSU  Wesley  Foundation 

Donald  L.  Meeks 

1 

Associate 

Shannon  C.  DeLaureal  PE 

2 

Wesley 

Clinton: 

E.  Andrew  Goff 

8 

First-Clear  Creek 

Robert  E.  Townsend 

2 

Mt.  Zion-Ethel,  St.  Paul 

T.B.S. 

St.  Peter-Jackson  Chapel-Mt.Carmel 

(Cherless  H.  Miller,  Jr./PL) 

5 

Convent,  St.  James 

(Gaynell  B.  Simon/PL) 

10 

Day’s-Center-Darlington 

Larry  D.  Robertson  RM 

10 

Deerford-Pine  Grove 

Denham  Springs: 

(Jimmie  S.  Parker/PL) 

1 

First 

Wybra  J.  Price,  11 

6 

Associate 

(Russell  S.  Clunan/PL) 

2 

Minister  of  Youth  &  Mission 

Sarah  W.  Shoup  PD 

2 

Roberts-St.  Luke 

Alonzo  J.  Campbell 

9 

Associate 

(Constance  R.  Saizon/PL) 

1 

Galvez,  Carpenter’s  Chapel 

Gonzales: 

(L.  John  Locascio  FL) 

1 

First 

Gary  Don  Willis 

7 

Associate 

(Linda  M.  Hagan  FL) 

1 

St.  Landry 

(Constance  R.  Saizon/PL) 

1 

Greensburg- Wesley  Chapel 

(Robert  D.  Hayes  FL) 

2 

Greenwell  Springs,  Magnolia 

Franklin  R.  Pennington  PE 

1 

Hammond,  First 

Kenneth  R.  Bowman 

2 

Huff  Chapel 

(Joy  Lynn  Comeaux /PL) 

2 

Jackson-Ethel 

Rhonda  E.  Feurtado 

1 

Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon 

(Percy  M.  Frazier  RA) 

5 

Livingston 

(Richard  W.  Davis/ PL) 

8 

Loranger-Cooper’s  Chapel 

Lorris  M.  Wimberly 

2 

Nesom  Memorial 

(E.  Rand  Guy  RL) 

6 

Pine  Ridge-Tangipahoa 

Ponchatoula: 

(James  W.  Reid) 

2 

First 

Robert  L.  Deich 

9 

Wesley  Chapel-James  Chapel-Lee’s  Landing 

(Mark  A.  Lubbock/PL) 

6 

Port  Allen,  Scott-S.U.  Wesley  Foundation 

Rodney  D.  Wooten 

4 

Prairieville,  Meadows  Chapel 

Walter  L.  Parker,  Jr. 

1 

Minister  of  Reconciliation 

St.  Amant: 

Cathy  Joy  Arends/PD 

3 

Faithful 

(Linda  M.  Hagan  FL) 

1 

New  River 

(W.  Madison  Turner,  Sr. /PL) 

4 

St.  Francisville 

Daniel  P.  Gleason 

2 

Slaughter-Bluff  Creek 

(Betty  A.  McCarver/PL) 

2 

Spillman,  New  Hope-Concord 

Springfield: 

T.B.S. 

First-SLU  Wesley  Foundation 

(Emile  E.  Tosso,  III  FL) 

2 

St.  James 

(Marguerite  W.  Rheams/PL) 

2 

Tunica 

Walker: 

(Danny  R.  Bergeron /PL) 

5 

First-Mangum  Chapel 

(Thomas  C.  Beeler  FL) 

1 

Friendship-Corbin-Montpelier 

(Lewis  M.  Morris,  Jr./PL) 

17 

Watson,  Live  Oak 

(Mark  E.  Crosby) 

11 

Wilson,  Wesley-Asbury 

Zachary: 

Gregory  McClay,  Sr./PL) 

2 

First 

Gregory  R.  Davis 

4 

Moses  Chapel-Beech  Grove 

(Glorious  M.  Wright/PL) 

5 

Lake  Charles  District 

District  Superintendent 

M.  Douglas  Ezell 

7 

Church  Point-Crowley,  Wesley 

Curtiss  Dali  Eden 

1 

Crowley,  First 

W.  Mark  Strickland 

2 

Associate 

(Virginia  Cutrer/PL) 

DeQuincy 

Richard  O.  Teeter 

DeRidder,  First 

Michael  D.  McLaurin 

Ebenezer- Branch 

Charles  L.  Floyd,  Jr. 

Elton-Oberlin-Basile 

Eddie  E.  Morgan,  Jr.  RM 

Eunice,  First- Iota 

(Truman  P.  Stagg  FL) 

Fairview 

Lisa  L.  Turnbull 

Florien,  Prospect-Hombeck 

(Raymond  H.  Leidig,  Jr.  RL) 

Gueydan-Kaplan 

S.  Kemper  Smith 

Holly  Grove 

T.B.S. 

Hopewell-Elizabeth-Pine  Grove 

(Mark  S.  Theriot/PL) 

Indian  Bayou-Rayne,  Centenary 

(Byron  J.  Aucoin  FL) 

Iowa 

David  R.  DeWitt 

Jennings 

Joshua  D.  Milliron 

Kinder 

(Tony  W.  Moss  FL) 

Lake  Arthur 

(Susan  C.  Pugh/PL) 

Lake  Charles: 

First 

Douglas  B.  deGraffenried 

Associate 

Lisa  L.  Turnbull 

Associate 

(Louis  G.  Blankenbaker  RL) 

Oak  Park 

Roger  H.  Templeton 

St.  Luke-Simpson 

Karl  S.  Klaus 

Associate 

Roger  H.  Templeton 

University 

Charles  R.  Langford 

Warren 

T.B.S. 

Leesville: 

First 

Kenneth  M.  Graham,  Jr. 

Mt.  Zion-Macedonia 

(Robert  M.  Eckerle,  Jr./PL) 

Associate 

(Lee  Eckerle/ PL) 

Merryville-DeRidder,  Wesley 

(Steven  W.  Bush/PL) 

Moss  Bluff 

M.  Stuart  Sherman 

Oakdale-Pine  Prairie 

Come  Cieslukowski  OP 

Raymond-Roanoke 

Katherine  G.  Howell  PE 

Squyres 

William  N.  Sheffield,  III  PE 

Sulphur: 

Henning  Memorial 

Roy  Bryan  Moore 

Associate 

Stephen  N.  Fife  PE 

Associate 

Heather  H.  Ley  land  PE 

Maplewood 

Nancy  E.  Wofford 

Wesley-Hackberry 

Leon  A.  Boggs 

Sweetlake-Cameron  Methodist  Ministry 

Wayne  G.  Taylor 

Associate 

James  B.  Moore  PE 

Vinton,  Welsh  Memorial 

(Owen  H.  Peyton,  Sr.) 

Welsh: 

First-Hayes 

Charles  W.  Crews 

Jones-Jennings,  Mallalieu 

(Roy  A.  Jefferson/PL) 

Westlake 

Elizabeth  M.  Northen 

Monroe  District 

District  Superintendent 

Robert  L.  Burgess 

Ansley-C  enterpoint 

T.B.S. 

Bartholomew-Beekman 

(Lloyd  E.  Scott  RL) 

Baskin 

(Mary  Anne  Collie/ PL) 

Bastrop: 

First-Collinston 

Mark  B.  Benge,  Sr. 

Memorial-Mer  Rouge 

(Newton  M.  Home,  Jr.) 

Mt.  Olive 

(Marcus  M.  Gaut/PL) 

Bemice-Beech  Grove-Summerfield 

Johnie  W.  Adkins,  Jr.  OF 

Boeuf  Prairie-Little  Creek 

Howard  B.  Childs  RM 

Chatham 

(Lala  B.  Cooper/PL) 

Choudrant 

T.B.S. 

Clay 

(John  E.  Finch,  Jr. /PL) 

Columbia-Hebert 

(Pamela  Fitch  Roy) 

Crew  Lake-Mangham 

(Eddie  Carroll  Johnson  FL) 

Delhi-Crowville 

Joseph  E.  Hamilton 

Douglas 

M.  Roily  Walker  RM 

Downsville-Bethel 

Carolyn  B.  Volentine 

Dubach- Harmony  Chapel 

(Christan  L.  Thomas  FL) 

Epps-Pioneer 

1  B  S 

Eros-Antioch,  Eros 

Jack  D.  Phelps  RM 

Farmerville 

(John  G.  Hankins) 

Grayson 

Howard  L.  Hudson,  Jr.  RM 

Holly  Ridge 

T.B.S. 

Indian  Village 

Raymond  E.  Crofoot  RM 

4 
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Jonesboro-Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope 

(Bill  E.  Straw  bridge  FL) 

2 

Co-Pastor 

(Letty  L.  Strawbridge  PL) 

2 

Lake  Providence 

(William  H.  McLain  FL) 

5 

Marion-Bird’s  Chapel 

T.B.S. 

Memorial-Salem 

(Ross  W.  Genger  FL) 

4 

Monroe: 

First 

R.  Larry  Stafford 

12 

Associate 

Terry  A.  Love 

12 

Associate 

(JoAnn  Sims  PL) 

2 

Minister  of  Music 

Kern  F.  Alexander  FD 

7 

Hope 

(Johnny  M.  Riley,  Jr.  PL) 

3 

Lea  Joyner  Memorial 

Weldon  C.  Bares 

7 

Associate 

(Betty  L.  Swanson  PL) 

6 

Associate 

(W.  Wayne  Ray /PL) 

1 

Associate 

(Lisa  Thomisee  Mayo /PL) 

1 

Minister  of  Visitation 

Isaac  A.  Patton,  Jr.  RM 

15 

Memorial 

Paul  E.  Sabin 

2 

Reveille 

(Marcelle  F.  Crow /PL) 

3 

St.  James 

T.B.S. 

St.  Marie’s 

Lysbeth  B.  Cockrell  PE 

2 

St.  Paul 

(Jackie  Holmes,  Jr.) 

8 

St.  Paul's 

Richard  H.  Humphries 

8 

Associate 

Susan  M.  Ferguson  PE 

1 

Mt.  Nebo- Washington  Chapel-Mt.  Sinai 

(Kermit  C.  Roberson,  PL) 

2 

Mount  Zion-Beulah 

(Wanda  S.  Cosentino  FL) 

2 

Newellton 

T.B.S. 

Oak  Grove-Kilboume-Locust  Grove 

Byron  W.  Putnam 

4 

Quitman 

Homer  V.  Bailes  RA 

1 

Rayville 

Ted  D.  Freeland 

2 

Ruston: 

Grace 

A.  Wayne  Evans 

5 

Trinity 

Fred  B.  Wideman 

12 

Associate 

Andy  R.  Hurst 

7 

Associate 

M.  Roily  Walker  RM 

28 

Associate 

(W.  Brian  Mercer  FL) 

6 

Associate 

Joseph  Zhong  Guo  PE 

3 

Associate 

Connie  Breaux/FD 

4 

Minister  of  Music 

R.  Michael  Cloud  FD 

14 

Wesley  Chapel 

Dalton  R.  Shovan  RE 

3 

St.  Andrew 's-Oak  Ridge 

Donald  L.  Wilkinson 

4 

St.  Joseph 

Jonathan  S.  King 

4 

St.  Peter-Lawson  Chapel 

(Sonia  D.  Gee/ PL) 

3 

Sicily  Island-Gilbert 

(William  F.  Foster  FL) 

4 

Simsboro.  Antioch 

(Reginald  D.  Colvin /PL) 

5 

Tallulah 

Jean  M.  Foreman 

2 

Union 

(W.  Wayne  Ray /PL) 

1 

West  Monroe: 

Asbury-Woodlawn 

Monica  G.  Monk 

2 

Claibome-Wilhite 

Samuel  P.  Emanuel  OF 

4 

Faith 

Jimmy  L.  Owens  PE 

2 

First 

Ricky  L.  Willis 

2 

Associate 

(Gerald  R.  Crise  SP) 

1 

McGuire 

Michael  T.  Head 

10 

Winnsboro 

Henry  L.  Hamilton,  Jr. 

1 

Wisner 

(Frances  I.  Guy  /PL) 

7 

New  Orleans  District 

District  Superintendent 

W.  Ralph  Ford 

I 

Angie,  Wesley  Ray-Mary’s  Chapel-Live  Oak 

Terrence  S.  August 

2 

Belle  Chasse 

Jeffrey  C.  Duke 

2 

Bogalusa: 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 

Alan  D.  Einsel 

4 

Director  of  Christian  Education 

Barbara  C.  Einsel /FD 

4 

Thirkield-Harry's  Chapel 

(Louis  A.  Smith  /PL) 

16 

Buras,  Trinity 

(Gene  M.  Faurie  /FL) 

11 

Bush 

Karl  D.  Wood  RM 

37 

Covington: 

First 

Van  A.  Stinson 

2 

Fitzgerald 

(Roy  J.  Price.  Ill  /PL) 

3 

Destrehan.  St.  Charles 

Chris  A.  Blanchard 

3 

Franklinton: 

Centenary-Fisher 

Steven  J.  Porter 

1 

Winan-Hayes  Chapel 

Bruce  L.  Brown  PE 

2 

Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle 

(Regina  B.  Hickman) 

6 

Gretna 

Frank  S.  Harris,  III 

6 

Hanville,  St.  James 

T.B.S. 

Kenner: 

Co-operative  Parish  #4 

Tracy  L.  MacKenzie 

1 

Team  Member 

Anice  N.  Moses  PE 

2 

Team  Member 

(Sharon  D.  Zehner  FL) 

3 

El  Mesias 

Samuel  Calvo  OE 

8 

Lacombe 

(Lawrence  K.  Benson,  Jr./PL) 

9 

LaPlace: 

First 

Mark  A.  Bray 

3 

Ninde  Chapel 

(Angerean  Brown  Harris/PL) 

2 

Luling 

T.B.S. 

Madisonville.  North  Cross 

Flint  E.  Shea 

8 

Mandeville: 

Newell 

(Nolan  M.  Robinson  PL) 

16 

St.  Timothy-on-the-North  Shore 

James  W.  Mitchell 

12 

Associate 

W.  Scott  Adams 

2 

Associate 

(Robert  H.  Chance,  Jr.,/PL) 

9 

Associate 

(Carol  R.  Richardson  FL) 

5 

Associate 

Andrew  D.  Durbin  PE) 

3 

Pastor  Emeritus 

J.  Lawrence  Maddin  RM 

7 

Metairie: 

Munholland 

M.  Eugene  Finnell 

4 

Associate 

George  A.  Duerson  RM 

6 

Director,  Christian  Education 

Janet  C.  Cavalier  FD 

7 

St.  Matthew's 

M.  Jack  O’Dell 

2 

New  Orleans: 

Aurora 

Hulen  C.  Warren,  Jr. 

4 

Bethany 

Hadley  R.  Edwards 

10 

Associate 

(Eugene  J.  A.  Hebert  FL) 

1 

Co-operative  Parish  #1 

Shawn  M.  Anglim 

I 

Team  Member 

(Anita  C.  Dinwiddie/PL) 

2 

Team  Member 

William  L.  Jones,  Sr. 

16 

Team  Member 

(Leslie  M.  Taylor,  Sr.  /PL) 

9 

Co-operative  Parish  #2 

Coiy  L.  Sparks  PE 

3 

Team  Member 

Diane  L.  Bentley  PE 

1 

Team  Member 

Dale  E.  Branch 

10 

Team  Member 

Maximillian  O.  Zehner  PE 

1 

Co-operative  Parish  #3 

Simon  Chigumira  PE 

1 

Team  Member 

Eunice  Chigumira  PE 

1 

Team  Member 

Brownyl  Lance  Eden  PE 

2 

Co-operative  Parish  #5 

Andrew  J.  Douglas  RM 

19 

Team  Member 

(LeKisha  L.M.  Reed  FL) 

1 

Team  Member 

Ray  L. Vamado  PE 

1 

Co-operative  Parish  #6 

James  F.  Haynes  RM 

7 

Team  Member 

Rebecca  D.  Conner 

1 

Team  Member 

Jeffery  D.  Conner 

1 

Co-operative  Parish  #7 

Irvin  J.  Boudreaux 

1 

Team  Member 

Jon  M.  Lord 

1 

Team  Member 

Deborah  B.  Williams  PE 

1 

Korean 

Hyunsu  Lee  OE 

3 

Lake  Vista 

Norwood  N.  Hingle,  III 

8 

Rayne  Memorial 

Carol  S.  Winn  Crawford 

4 

Minister  of  Christian  Education 

Carol  L.  Sherer  FD 

11 

Pearl  River 

Timothy  M.  Smith 

7 

Slidell: 

Aldersgate 

Marie  P.  Williams 

2 

Co-Pastor 

John  N.  Williams 

2 

Associate 

William  E.  Thiele,  Jr./OF 

3 

First 

Jerry  G.  Hilbun 

6 

Associate 

(Pattye  D.  Hewitt  FL) 

2 

Associate 

(Allan  W.  Anderson /PL) 

11 

Hartzell  Mt.  Zion 

(Ernest  E.  Scott) 

5 

Sun 

T.B.S. 

Vamado 

Ester  L.  Hammond  RM 

13 

Waldheim 

(Chris  S.  Fryou/PL) 

2 

Shreveport  District 

District  Superintendent 

Douglas  L.  Cain 

2 
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Arcadia-Mt.  Mariah 

Jayne  Trammell-Kelly 

Associate 

Steven  R.  Kelly 

Arizona 

(Dorcas  A.Thomton/PL) 

Athens 

(Charles  R.  Penuell/PL) 

Benton 

T.  Lynn  Malone,  Jr. 

Associate 

(Cheryl  L.  NelsonyPL) 

Minster  of  Music 

Barbara  L.  Murray/FD 

Bethel 

T.B.S. 

Bienville 

T.B.S. 

Bossier  City: 

Asbury 

Barry  E.  Hughes 

Associate 

Leslie  G.  Stephens 

Director  of  Discipleship  Evangelism 

Dawn  B.  Young/ PD 

Barksdale 

Paul  C.  Carroll,  Sr.  RM 

Fellowship 

David  R.  Melville,  Jr. 

Associate 

(Kendall  R.  Docter/PL) 

First 

David  B.  Dietzel 

Associate 

(John  Robert  Black  FL) 

Associate 

(Jerry  G.  Brannen/PL) 

Brushwood 

(John  La vo  RA) 

Colquitt 

T.B.S. 

Cotton  Valley 

T.B.S. 

Coushatta- Wesley  Chapel 

Steven  W.  Fowler  OF 

Cross  Roads-Hall  Summit 

(Carl  D.  Munyon  RL) 

Doyline 

William  G.  Sewell  OF 

Evergreen 

T.B.S. 

Gibsland-Oak  Grove 

Dorothy  J.  Smith 

Gilliam-Hosston 

Emile  A.  Rousseau,  Jr.  OF 

Green  wood- Bethany 

(Clinton  P.  Lovell,  Sr.  FL) 

Haughton: 

Haughton 

(Thomas  E.  Dungan/  PL) 

Love  Chapel 

Benjamin  N.  McGehee 

Haynesville-Shongaloo 

Henry  R.  Stone 

Heflin 

(Carol  D.  Heard  /PL) 

Homer,  First  -  Homer,  Wesley  Chapel 

G.  Larry  Maxwell,  Sr. 

Minister  of  Education 

Patricia  Teel  Bates/PD 

Ida 

Jerry  A.  Means  RM 

Keithville: 

Fairview 

(Ricky  R.  Myles  /PL) 

Keithville 

M.  Theresa  McConnell 

McDonald 

(Linda  B.  Gatlin /PL) 

Lisbon 

Terry  C.  Willis  RM 

Logansport: 

Logansport-Longstreet 

Robert  E.  Hollis 

Mt.  Zion-Rosa 

(Jerald  D.  Danzell/PL) 

Mansfield: 

First-Grand  Cane 

Kenneth  D.  Norton 

Wesley-Bonchest 

Beverly  Hubbard  Connelly  PE 

Minden: 

First 

J.  Roddy  Taylor 

Associate 

(Linda  K.  Shepherd  RL) 

Lakeview 

David  J.  Sheehan 

Mooringsport-Oil  City 

(Michael  G.  Miller  FL) 

Pilgrim  Rest 

(Samuel  L.  Bradley/  PL) 

Plain  Dealing- Walker's  Chapel 

Douglas  E.  Milliron 

Pleasant  Hill-Pelican 

(Doris  R.  Sheppard  RL) 

Pleasant  Valley-Pine  Grove 

(Donald  L.  Huguley  RL) 

Ringgold-Castor 

Richard  L.  Cockbum 

Shiloh-Keatchie 

(R.  Dean  Register,  Jr. /PL) 

Shreveport: 

Broadmoor 

Kenneth  W.  Irby 

Associate 

Mark  R.  Martin 

Associate 

(Kathy  S.  Wafer  FL) 

Associate 

Conrad  P.  Edwards  RM 

Christ 

J.  Thomas  Logan 

Associate 

Ellen  B.  Montegudo 

Ellerbe  Road 

(Judith  D.  Bazer) 

Fairfield-Shady  Grove 

Joe  D.  Connelly 

Faith-Pleasant  Valley-New  Light 

(Oscar  E.  Player) 

First 

R.  Pat  Day 

Associate 

Thomas  L.  Howe,  Jr. 

Associate 

Jonathon  W.  Beck 

Minister  of  Music 

(Will  K.  Andress  FL) 

Scholar  in  Residence 

Donald  A.  Webb  RM 

Minister  of  Sr.  Spiritual  Life  &  Women's  Ministry  Regina  L.  Wren/FD 


2 

Minister  of  Spiritual  Formation 

Pamela  G.  Crews  FD 

2 

Grace  Community 

Robert  A.  Weber 

1 

Associate 

Sione  H.  Tu’uta 

11 

Associate 

Ellen  R.  Alston 

4 

Associate 

(Richard  P.  Vamer/PL) 

2 

Associate 

(Christopher  B.  Williams 

PL) 

1 

Associate 

(Stacy  E.  Hood/PL) 

Lakeview 

Juliet  A.  Spencer 

Man  gum 

Steven  W.  Caraway 

Noel 

David  F.  Fortuna 

6 

Associate 

H.  Elizabeth  Love  Tu’uta 

4 

Minister  of  Service  &  Outreach 

Rachel  L.  Scott/ DM 

2 

North  Highlands 

John  G.  Deschner 

11 

Northpoint 

S.  Brian  Yeich 

1 

Round  Grove 

(Donny  R.  Nedd/PL) 

1 

St.  James 

Willie  L.  Henry 

2 

St.  Luke’s 

Joseph  M.  Donakey 

2 

St.  Paul 

Kenneth  M.  Fisher 

1 

Summer  Grove 

Robert  G.  Rowland 

2 

Sibley 

(Milton  K.  Geltz/PL) 

Springhill 

Burton  F.  Blair 

Vivian 

Kevin  D.  Smith  OF 

3 

Whitehall 

Terral  T.  Lowe  RM 

6 

Zwolle: 

2 

Haskin  Chapel 

(Oscar  Tippin,  Jr  RL) 

Zwolle-Bayou  Scie 

Richard  C.  Hooton 

6 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  WITHIN 

4 

CONN ECTION AL  STRUCTURE 

5 

Conference  Staff 

3 

Director  of  Special  Ministries 

Alonzo  J.  Campbell  BR 

4 

Provost,  Director  of  Connectional  Ministries 

Donald  C.  Cottrill  BR 

7 

Youth  Director 

Thomas  E.  Dolph  BR 

2 

Coordinator  of  Ordained  Ministry  &  Education  John  Edd  Harper  FD  BR 

1 

Director  of  Disaster  Preparedness 

Freddie  C.  Henderson  BR 

7 

Director  of  Volunteers  in  Mission 

Larry  D.  Norman  BR 

Sr.  Advisor/Consult.,  LA  UM  Foundation 

Kenneth  R.  Reed  RM  BR 

3 

Director,  LA  UM  Foundation 

Michael  D.  Reeves  OF  BR 

3 

Executive  Director  of  Administrative  Services/ 

1 

Treasurer/Secretary/Statistician 

Carl  E.  Rhoads,  III  BR 

2 

Church  Extension  &  Transformation 

H.  E.  Stephens  BR 

Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness 

2 

Director  of  Academies 

Carole  Cotton- Winn  NO 

2 

Director  of  Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness 

W.  Craig  Gilliam  NO 

Mentor  Emeritus 

John  M.  Winn,  Jr.,  RM  NO 

1 

Faculty  and  Administrators  of  United  Methodist  Theological  Schools  and  Other 

Educational  Institutions 

5 

Associate  Professor,  Curriculum  &  Instruction,  LSU  Ann  M.  Trousdale  PD  BR 

3 

Asst.  Prof.  Of  Church  History  &  Methodist  Studies, 

1 

Phillips  Theological  Seminary,  Tulsa,  OK 

Ellen  J.  Blue 

NO 

2 

Asst.  Prof.  Of  Theology,  St.  Joseph’s  University, 

14 

Philadelphia,  PA 

Millicent  C.  Feske 

NO 

2 

Oxford  College,  Emory  University 

Judith  A.  Shema 

NO 

7 

President  &  Prof.  Of  Ethics  &  Leadership,  lliff  David  G.  Trickett 

NO 

4 

Chaplain/Dir.  Ch.  Careers,  Centenary  College 

(Betsy  B.  Eaves  FL) 

SH 

2 

Director  Church  Relations,  Centenary  College 

Mary  M.  McDowell  PD  SH 

2 

Dean  of  Instruction,  Bossier  Parish  Comm.  College  Dawn  B.  Young  PD 

SH 

2 

Campus  Ministers 

2 

Wesley  Foundation,  Univ.  of  Louisiana  of  Lafayette 

5 

Wesley  Foundation,  Northwestern  State  Univ 

John  M.  Higginbotham,  Jr.  AL 

8 

Wesley  Foundation.  Louisiana  State  Univ. 

Donald  L.  Meeks 

BR 

3 

Wesley  Foundation,  Southeastern  La  Univ 

(Emile  E.  Tosso,  III  FL) 

BR 

3 

Wesley  Foundation  Southern  Univ 

Rodney  D.  Wooten 

BR 

6 

Wesley  Foundation,  McNeese  State  Univ. 

Angela  C.  Bulhof 

LC 

1 

Wesley  Foundation,  Louisiana  Tech  Univ. 

Scott  E.  Wright 

MN 

17 

1, 

Tulane  University 

Maximilian  O.  Zehner  PE  NO 

1*T 

5 

APPOINTED  TO  OTHER  ANNUAL  CONFERENCES 

i 

Central  Texas 

Nathan  E.  Firmin  PD 

AL 

35 

Oklahoma 

Mary  Beth  Foye  FD 

AL 

14 

Southwest  Texas 

Germaine  Tropez  Mathis 

NO 

9 

Oklahoma 

Victor  T.  McCullough 

NO 

6 
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North  Texas  Carol  D.  Sparks  PE  SH  3 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO  EXTENSION  MINISTRIES 

Armed  Forces  and  Veterans  Administration  Chaplaincy 

U.S.  Military  M.  Quinn  O’Bannon  BR  2 

U.S.  Air  Force  Reserves,  Deputy  Command  Chaplain 

William  H.  Willis,  Sr.  BR  2 

Health  Care  Fields,  Community  Service  Organizations  and  Other  Related  Ministries 
Chaplain.  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes,  Lafayette  Walton  C.  Dunbar  AC  8 

Director,  Abbeville  Recovery  Station  Kathy  C.  Fitzhugh  FL  AC  1 

Chaplain,  Tri-Cities  Hospice  &  Counseling  Center 
Kennewick,  WA  Jose  Garcia  AC  8 

Paracletia  Cathy  J.  Arends/ PD  BR  3 

Exec.  Dir.,  Wesleyan  Sr.  Living  Foundation  Ronald  D.  Dauphin  BR  6 

Chaplain.  Baton  Rouge  General  Hospital,  BR  Deborah  L.  Drash  BR  3 

Staff  Chaplain,  Our  Lady  of  the  Lake  Hosp.,  BR  Janet  D.  Hogstrom  FD  BR  8 

Chaplain,  Dixon  Correctional  Facility  James  W.  Jones  RM  BR  6 

Director,  Recovery  Ministries  Amy  K.  Mercer  FD  BR  1 

Staff  Chaplain,  Univ.  of  Alabama  Hosp.,  Birmingham  Virginia  D.  Millet  BR  12 

Capital  Area  Alliance  for  the  Homeless,  Exec.  Dir.  Randall  K.  Nichols  BR  3 

Chaplain/Bereavement  Coord..  Highland  Hospice  Christine  A.  Roberts  FD  BR  2 

Exec.  Vice  President.  Victorious  Christian  Living  John  H.  Sewell  BR  14 

District  Missioner  Richard  T.  Stiltner  BR  1 

Exec.  Director,  Recovery  Ministries  Darryl  A.  Tate  BR  1 

Volunteer  Manager.  Recovery  Ministries  Connie  M.  Thomas  OE  BR  1 

Chaplain,  Memorial  Hospital,  Lake  Charles  David  R.  DeWitt  LC  14 

Case  Manager,  Recovery  Ministries  Curtiss  D.  Eden  LC  1 

Chaplain,  Harris  County  Psych.  Center,  Houston,  TX  A.  Swindell  Hodges  LC  8 

Chaplain.  Houston  Hospice,  Houston  TX  Daniel  H.  Miller  LC  13 

Site  Manager,  Recovery  Ministries  Tony  W.  Moss  FL  LC  1 

Chap./Dir.  of  Christ.  Ed.,  Methodist  Child.  Home  Mickey  D.  Stringfield  MN  13 

C.P.E.,  E.  Jefferson  General  Hospital,  Metairie  Alfred  C.  Bakewell,  III  NO  2 

The  People’s  Inst.  For  Survival  &  Beyond  C.  David  Billings,  Jr.  NO ' 

Organizational  Effectiveness  Spec.,  E.  Jeff.  Hosp.  M.  Janet  Davis  PD  NO  1 

Odyssey  Health  Care,  Chaplain  &  Spiritual  Coordinator  Barbara  S.  Duke  NO  3 


Chaplain,  St.  Luke’s  Episcopal  Hosp.,  Houston,  TX  Cindy  M.  Graber  NO  4 

Chaplain/Pastoral  Counselor, 

M.D.  Anderson  Hospital,  Houston.  TX  Maria  J.  Kennedy  NO  8 

Director,  Uptown  Recovery  Station  Marva  L.  Mitchell  RL  1 

Belief-Focused  Care  &  Healing  Springfield,  IL  Roy  B.  Nash  RM  NO 
ChapVDir.  Pastoral  Care,  Methodist  Health  System  Fdn.  Judy  E.  Nelson  NO  25 


Director,  Mission  Zone 

Martha  M.  Orphe 

NO 

1 

Asst.  Fin.  Officer,  Recovery  Ministries 

Walter  L.  Parker.  Jr. 

NO 

1 

Wesley  Comm.  Center.  Atlanta,  GBGM 

William  C.  Taylor 

NO 

4 

Pool  of  Siloam,  Counseling  Beverly  Hubbarad  Connelly  PE 

SH 

1 

Neonatal  Nurse  Practitioner/Sutton  Children's  N1CU,  Schumpert  Health  System, 

Shreveport 

Hubert  F.  Debo  FD 

SH 

2 

Appointments  Beyond  the  Ministry  Usually  Extended  Through  the  Local  Church 

Exec.  Dir.,  Community  Media,  Inc. 

Durham,  North  Carolina 

Cathy  S.  Carlson  MN 

31 

Special  Appointments  to  Other  Valid  Ministries 

Appointed  to  Attend  School 

rrc 

Elenora  M.  Cushenberry  PE  NO 

3 

Incapacity  Leave 

William  A.  Rowell.  Jr. 

AC 

2 

Sidney  Earl  Irving 

AL 

26 

Jerry  L.  Johnson  PE 

BR 

2 

J.  Sidney  Montegudo  FD 

BR 

7 

(Burnell  Bell  FL) 

NO 

5 

Lance  E.  Brown  PM 

NO 

10 

(Charles  R.  Cosentino  FL) 

NO 

8 

T.  Nichols  Evans,  Jr. 

NO 

2 

Leave  of  Absence 

Debra  K.  Brazzei 

AC 

9 

Heide  L.  Davis 

BR 

2 

C.  Gerald  Richardson 
Gregor  A.  Dike 
Gregory  G.  Mann 
Karen  F.  Williams 
R.  Michael  Boyett 
Bryan  S  Dauphin 
Mollie  Anne  McGee  PE 
Walter  L.  Parr,  Jr. 

Benjamin  Santana-Ruiz  PE 

Family  Leave 
JoBeth  Kee-Rees  PM 


Deaconesses 
Carolina  Labrada  R 
Outreach-Non-Traditional  Families 
Community  Ministries,  Baton  Rouge 
Juanita  L.  Ivie  R 

Transferred  Out 
Marion  Watts  Brown  PE 
Joaquin  Garcia  FD 
Jamie  D.  Lee  PE 


BR  1 

NO  3 

NO  3 

NO  5 

SH  5 

SH  5 

SH  2 

SH  6 

SH  6 

NO  1 


AL 

Elsie  Cyrus  BR 
Hallique  L.  Dawson  BR 
NO 


Virginia  June  1,  2006 
Tennessee  April  1 ,  2006 
Memphis  November  1,  2005 


Transferred  In 

Martha  Marie  Orphe  Western  Pennsylvania  June  1,  2006 


Scenes  from  Annual  Conference 


Members  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  are  pic¬ 
tured,  top,  during  a  business  session  of  conference.  Revs. 
Jo  Ann  Sims,  Charles  Cosentino  and  Wanda  Cosentino  dis¬ 
play  four  cords  presented  to  all  local  pastors  by  the  Board 
of  Ordained  Ministry  during  Monday  afternoon's  Clergy 
Session.  The  cords,  made  in  the  liturgical  colors  of  white, 
red,  green  and  purple,  are  meant  to  be  worn  around  the 
neck  with  a  cross. 


Peace  with  Justice 
Sunday 
June  1 1,2006 


Please  give 
generously  to  this 
special  offering 


Jackson  UMC/2 


Lamps  /4 


Godspell/8 
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Annual  Conference  2006 


the  Door  to  a  House  Not  Made  With  Hands"  is  theme 


"Justifying  Grace  -  Opening 


More  than  1,000  United  Methodists 
from  across  the  state  gathered  June  4-7 
in  Shreveport  for  the  2006  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference. 

“Justifying  Grace:  Opening  the  door 
to  a  house  not  made  with  hands”  served 
as  the  theme  for  this  year’s  event,  held 
in  the  Gold  Dome  at  Centenary  College 
in  Shreveport.  This  year’s  theme,  center¬ 
ing  on  justifying  grace,  is  the  second  of 


four  during  this  quadrennium  focusing 
on  John  Wesley’s  approach  to  God’s 
grace.  Using  the  overall  concept  of 
“Grace — And  Can  It  Be,”  the  next  two 
themes  for  annual  conference  will  be 
Rebirth  (2007),  and  Sanctifying  Grace 
(2008).  The  theme  for  the  2005  Annual 
Conference  was  Prevenient  Grace. 

The  scripture  for  this  year’s  event 
was  2  Corinthians  5:1:  “For  we  know 


that  if  the  tent,  which  is  our  earthly 
home,  is  destroyed,  we  have  a  building 
from  God,  a  house  not  made  with  hands, 
eternal  in  the  heavens.” 

Bishop  William  Oden,  bishop  in  resi¬ 
dence  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
developed  the  theme  of  justifying  grace 
during  Wednesday  morning  Bible  study. 
Bishop  Oden  currently  serves  as  ecume- 
See  Conference,  page2 


Members  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  are  pictured,  top,  during  a 
business  session  of  conference. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson,  right, 
delivers  the  Episcopal  Address  on 
Monday  morning  in  front  of  a  porch 
used  as  part  of  the  stage  set.  The 
porch  facade  was  built  by  several 
members  of  the  conference.  Paul  Saik, 
guest  musician  for  this  year's  event, 
leads  the  annual  conference  in  song. 
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Somewhere  in  Afghanistan  the  men  of  the  4th  Brigade,  10th  Mountain  Division 
of  the  U.S.  Army  pose  at  a  forward  base  gun  emplacement.  The  chaplains  distrib¬ 
ute  care  packages  and  United  Methodist  phone  cards  to  the  troops.  Since  holi¬ 
days  are  often  the  hardest  times  to  be  away  from  home  and  family, "Operation 
Valentine"  and  "Operation  Easter, "projects  of  the  Jackson  United  Methodist 
Women,  were  great  morale  boosters.  Packers  include  (left  to  right)  Beth  Dawson, 
the  Rev.  Dave  Sheehan  and  Catherine  Jacocks. 


Pancakes  in  Jackson  provide  phone  cards  for  troops 


What  do  pancakes  in  Jackson.  La. 
have  to  do  with  military  morale  in 
Afghanistan? 

A  First  Sunday  pancake  breakfast 
was  just  one  of  the  ways  the  Jackson 
United  Methodist  Women  have  minis¬ 
tered  to  American  servicemen  and 
women  across  the  globe.  Contributions 
raised  by  the  breakfast  are  used  to  pur¬ 
chase  United  Methodist  phone  cards  for 
the  troops. 

“Operation  Valentine,”  an  area-wide 
collection  of  necessities  and  goodies  for 
our  troops,  became  “Operation  Easter” 
as  the  ladies  adopted  the  4th  Brigade, 
10th  Mountain  Division  of  the  United 
States  Army.  Such  holidays  are  often 
the  hardest  times  to  be  away  from 
home  and  family. 

While  the  1 0th  MD  trained  at  Fort 
Polk,  Louisiana,  representatives  from 
the  Alexander  Stirling  chapter 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 
and  the  Jackson  church  visited  the  base 
to  honor  the  troops.  Church  member 
Beth  Dawson  and  Rev.  Dave  Sheehan 
thanked  the  troops  who  so  faithfully 
came  to  the  Felicianas  to  salute  those  in 
the  area  who  have  died  in  war.  The  two 
were  surprised  to  find  themselves  being 


recognized  by  the  base  command.  They 
were  special  guests  at  a  luncheon, 
given  an  escorted  tour  of  the  base  and 
presented  a  certificate  of  appreciation 
for  their  efforts. 

Noted  for  their  strong  support  of  the 
troops,  the  Jackson  community  and  var¬ 
ious  East  Feliciana  churches  joined  this 
small,  but  dynamic,  church  group  to 
gather  “care  packages”  of  requested 
items.  The  first  shipment  in  February 
included  handmade  valentines  with 
each  individual  care  bag.  The  second 
shipment  in  April  grouped  items  so  that 
the  service  member  could  pick  and 
choose  items  as  needed. 

Chaplain  Stan  Goutier,  a  United 
Methodist,  and  Baptist  Chaplain  Jerry 
Johnson  are  the  points  of  contact  in  the 
war  zone  who  receive  the  packages  and 
phone  cards.  They  then  distribute  the 
gifts.  Chaplain  Johnson  wrote,  “...27 
boxes  came  in  today.  I  am  giving 
them  to  infantry,  radar,  and  female  for¬ 
ward  support  company  soldiers.  Tell 
the  people  in  church  I  send  my  thanks 
in  advance.  There  was  a  lot  of  great 
stuff  for  the  troops.  It  is  a  real  morale 
boost  to  them.” 


Conference,  from  page  1 

nial  officer  for  the  Council  of  Bishops,  and 
started  his  episcopacy  in  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference. 

Mimi  McDowell,  chairman  of  this 
year’s  Worship  Committee,  commented, 
“Bishop  Hutchinson’s  choice  of  scripture 
not  only  illustrated  the  concept  of  justify¬ 
ing  grace,  but  it  has  added  meaning  for  all 
of  Louisiana’s  people  as  we  recover  from 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita.” 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  led  the 
2006  La.  Annual  Conference  and  served  as 
preacher  at  the  Tuesday  evening  service  of 
Ordination  and  Commissioning,  held  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport.  His  sermon  was  entitled  “Are 
You  Going  On  .  . .?”,  based  on  Phillipians 
2:1-11. 

Bishop  Hutchinson  also  delivered  the 
Episcopal  Address  on  Monday  morning, 
speaking  to  the  crowd  on  the  theme  of 
“And  Are  We  Yet  Alive.” 

Rev.  Dorothy  Watson  Tatem  preached 
for  the  50th  anniversary  celebration  of  cler¬ 
gy  rights  for  women  held  Tuesday  morning 
in  the  Gold  Dome.  Dr.  Watson  Tatem,  who 
serves  on  the  staff  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Conference,  was  named  the  2004  Preacher 
of  the  Year  by  Black  United  Methodist 
Preachers,  EPAUMC. 

A  highlight  of  the  service  was  a  re¬ 
enactment — narrated  by  Rev.  Marva 
Mitchell — of  excerpts  of  the  actual  discus¬ 
sion  at  the  1956  General  Conference, 
where  the  decision  to  grant  full  rights  was 
made. 

Rev.  Dr.  Odell  Simmons  led  this  year’s 
Memorial/Communion  Service  on  Sunday 


evening  at  Asbury  UMC  in  Bossier.  The 
prayer  shawl  and  quilting  ministry  for 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  present¬ 
ed  knitted  shawls  to  each  of  the  families  of 
the  deceased.  Thirteen  clergy  and  1 2  clergy 
spouses  were  memorialized. 

Michael  Reeves,  CEO  and  president  of 
the  La.  United  Methodist  Foundation, 
announced  creative  new  materials  includ¬ 
ing  poster  displays,  infonnational 
brochures,  ads  and  inserts  that  have  been 
developed  to  promote  planned  giving  in 
local  churches. 

Other  highlights  included:  a  time  of  fel¬ 
lowship  at  a  “Katrina/Rita”  party  on 
Monday  night  at  First  UMC;  the  Passing  of 
the  Mantle  on  Tuesday  morning,  celebrat¬ 
ing  the  ministries  of  the  retirees  and  their 
spouses  along  with  welcoming  those  to  be 
commissioned,  consecrated  and  ordained 
for  ministry;  a  report  on  conference  hurri¬ 
cane  response  and  UMCOR;  an  overview 
of  the  Mission  Zone  initiative  being  imple¬ 
mented  to  rebuild  the  church  in  New 
Orleans  and  Cameron  Parish;  a  special 
offering  during  Monday  afternoon’s  Clergy 
and  Laity  Sessions  for  clergy,  their  spous¬ 
es,  and  surviving  spouses  who  have  been 
displaced  by  the  hurricanes  of  2005;  collec¬ 
tion  of  an  offering  for  Generation  of  Hope/ 
AIDS  Relief  during  the  Memorial/ 
Communions  service  Sunday  evening  at 
Asbury  UMC  in  Bossier;  an  awards  lunch¬ 
eon,  honoring  the  many  persons  who  have 
excelled  in  leadership  on  behalf  of  the  min¬ 
istry  of  Jesus  Christ;  and  a  celebration  of 
the  Bicentennial  of  Louisiana  Methodism. 


John  Wesley  Fellow  Award 
United  Methodist  Men 

Rev.  Don  Cottrill 
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Twenty  Daughenbaugh-Matheny  scholars  honored  at  La.  Conference 


Twenty  Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholarships  have 
been  awarded  for  the  2006-07  school  year  because  of 
the  excellent  job  done  by  the  districts  in  raising 
money  for  the  fund. The  recipients  are  listed  by  dis¬ 
trict,  along  with  the  school  each  is  attending. 

Acadiana 

Sara  Carpenter-Centenary 

Baton  Rouge 

Elizabeth  Sweetman-Centenary 

Lake  Charles 

Whitney  Handy-Dillard 

Monroe 

William  Jesse  Booth-Centenary 

Andrew  Roach-Centenary 

Deneyelle  Wilson-Dillard 

New  Orleans 

Nikia  Yvette  Childers-Dillard 

Carrie  Weber-Centenary 

Shreveport 

Andrew  Bowers-Centenary 

Emma  Cook-Centenary 

Danielle  Dupree-Centenary 

Stephanie  Gray-Centenary 

Amanda  Haacker-Centenary 

Janie  Hogan-Centenary 

Whitney  Jackson-Centenary 

Leo  Kacenjar-Centenary 

Erin  Marshall-Centenary 

Rachel  McConnell-Switzer-Centenary 

Jessica  Pfanner-Centenary 

Marissa  Teauseau-Centenary 


Carpenter 


Sweetman 


Handy 


Booth 


Roach 


Wilson 


Childers 


k. 

Weber 


Bowers 


Cook 


Dopree 


Gray 


McConnell-Switzer  Pfanner  Teauseau 


Kacenjar 


Marshall 


Town  &  Country  Awards  recognize  excellence  in  smaller  churches 


The  Town  &  Country 
Award,  a  recognition  of  excel¬ 
lence  in  smaller  United 
Methodist  churches,  will  be 
given  to  10  pastors  at  the 
Awards  Luncheon  Wednesday. 

This  year’s  recipients,  by 
district,  include:  Acadiana  - 
Rev.  Erica  Jenkins,  St.  Peter- 
Mallalieu;  Alexandria  -  Rev. 
Curtis  Carroll,  Jr.,  Olla-Urania; 
Baton  Rouge  - 

Rev.  Percy  Frazier,  Kentwood- 
Mt.  Hermon;  Lake  Charles  - 
Rev.  Wayne  Taylor,  Sweetlake; 
Rev.  Mark  Goins,  Welsh,  First- 
Hayes;  Rev.  Leon  Boggs, 
Sulphur,  Wesley-Hackberry; 
Monroe  -  Revs.  Bill  and  Letty 
Strawbridge,  Jonesboro- 
Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope; 
Shreveport  -  Revs. Willie 
Henry  and  David  Melville, 
Fairfield. 


Jenkins 


Boggs 


Carroll 


Strawbridge 


Frazier 


Strawbridge 


Taylor 


Goins 


Henry 


Melville 


Cain  Bowers 


The  two  United  Methodist  Merit 
Scholars  this  year  are  Amanda  Ashley 
Cain  and  Andrew  K.  Bowers. 

Amanda  is  a  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport,  La. 

She  graduated  from  Loyola  College  Prep 
and  plans  to  attend  either  Centenary 
College  or  Millsaps. 

Andrew  is  a  member  of  Barksdale 
United  Methodist  Church.  He  graduated 
from  Captain  Shreve  High  School  and 
plans  to  attend  Centenary  College. 
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AWARDS 


United  Methodist 
Women's  Award 

Kathleen  Carter  Conrad 


Rex  Squires 
Award  of  Excellence 

Rev.  Darryl  Tate 


Sarah  Schoeffler  Award 

Tom  Crouse 


Retirees  2006 


The  2006  class  of  clergy 
retirees  were  honored  June  6 
during  the  traditional  “Passing 
of  the  Mantle”  service,  held  in 
the  Gold  Dome  at  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport. 

Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson  led  the  congregants 
in  the  recognition  and  blessing 
of  the  retirees. 

Rev.  James  F.  Haynes,  repre¬ 
senting  the  retiring  class,  placed 
a  eremonial  mantle  on  the 
shoulders  of  Erin  Oliver,  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  new  full  mem¬ 
ber  class. 

The  members  of  this  year’s 
retiring  class  include  LouAnn 
Asbury,  Leroy  Brumfield, 
Tommy  Dunbar,  Carolyn  O. 
Foster,  James  F.  Haynes,  Albert 
Holland,  James  Ryan  Horton, 
Curtis  Johnson,  W.  Dwight 
Ramsey  and  Elaine  Smith. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  cer¬ 
emony,  Bishop  Hutchinson  had 
the  following  blessing  for  the 
honorees:  “For  everything  there 
is  a  season,  a  time  for  every 
matter  under  heaven.  So,  too, 
there  is  a  time  for  movement, 
new  adventure,  fields  of  service 
not  yet  touched.  With  love,  we 
send  you  forth  in  spirit  of  John 
Wesley.  May  the  world  be  your 
parish. 


Photo 

Unavailable 


Asbury 


Brumfield 


Dunbar 


Foster 


Haynes 


Holland 


Horton 


Storm  salvaged  grand  piano  legs  find  new  life  as  lamps 


On  April  30,  2006,  Rev.  Barbara 
Murray  was  surprised  with  the  pres¬ 
entation  of  two  lamps  that  had  been 
resurrected  from  the  legs  of  her  baby 
grand  piano  which  had  once  sat  in  her 
living  room  on  Wales  Street  in  New 
Orleans.  She  has  been  the  District 
Missioner  for  the  New  Orleans 
District  for  the  past  eight  years,  and 
now  displaced  by  Hurricane  Katrina, 
she  is  the  Minister  of  Music  at  Benton 
United  Methodist  Church  where  Rev. 
Lynn  Malone  is  senior  pastor. 

Last  November  Ernest  Covington, 
a  member  of  the  church,  rescued  the 


legs  from  the  curb  where  they  had 
been  piled  and  brought  them  to  Jackie 
Nelson,  another  member,  to  refurbish. 
They  decided  to  make  them  into 
lamps  by  turning  the  legs  upside 
down  (just  as  Barbara's  world  had 
been  turned  upside  down)  and  to  out¬ 
fit  them  to  shed  light  (just  as 
Barbara's  music  continues  to  do  in  her 
home  and  wherever  she  is).  The 
lamps  are  symbolic  of  the  new  lives 
that  have  been  created  in  the  after- 
math  of  that  devastating  storm,  and  of 
God’s  boundless  promise  to  always 
provide  new  beginnings. 


Rev.  Barbara  Murray 
is  pictured  with  new 
lamps  fashioned 
from  the  legs  of  a 
baby  grand  piano 
she  lost  in  Hurricane 
Katrina.  Murrary  is 
shown  with  Ernest 
Covington,  Jackie 
Nelson  and  Rev. 

Lynn  Malone,  pastor 
of  Benton  UMC, 
where  Murray  cur¬ 
rently  serves. 
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Appointments  2006  - 


ACADIANA  DISTRICT 


District  Superintendent  Roger  D.  Lathan  5 

Abbeville-Pecan  Island  John  L.  Vining  10 

Baldwin,  Trinity-Mt.  Zion  (Barry  A.  Whittington,  Sr.  /  PL) 

Belle  Rose,  St.  James-Donaldsonville,  St.  Peter 

(Elva  Jacobs  /  PL)  5 

Berwick,  First  (M.  Amanda  Carpenter  /PL) 

Briggs-Mt.  Zion-Fitzgerald  (Charles  E.  Hill/PL)  3 

Clanton  Chapel  (Cyril  A.  Kirby  Verret/  PL)  1 8 

Donaldsonville,  First-Lutcher  (Barbara  J.  Beaumont/ PL)  6 

Franklin,  First-McGowen  Erin  J.  Oliver  1 

Grand  River  (Earline  T.  Guidry /PL)  3 

Houma: 

Bayou  Blue  James  W.  Barrett,  Jr.  5 

Associate  (Milton  E.  Bourque,  Jr. /PL) 

First  Barry  Hoekstra  5 

Wesley- Vacherie  (Terry  A.  Lindsey /PL)  5 

Jeanerette: 

St.  Paul-Asbury  (Darrel  W.  Briggs,  Sr.  /  PL)  6 

St.  Peter-Mallalieu  Erica  R.  Jenkins  8 

Lafayette: 

Asbury  T.  Edward  Boyd,  Jr.  9 

Associate  (C.  Ann  Sutton)  8 

Associate  Ira  M.  Robinson  RM  12 

Associate  (David  L.  Bricker  FL)  4 

Covenant  Willis  W.  Dear  5 

Faith  Community  John  A.  Cannon  5 

First  Jan  C.  Holloway  1 

Immanuel  (Clifton  C.  Conrad,  Sr.  /  PL)  4 

Northwood  (L.  Wayne  Howington)  4 

Lettsworth,  Scott  Chapel-New  Roads,  St  Paul 

(Inita  L.  Smith /PL)  3 

Lutcher  Chapel  (Sonya  Renee  Lars /PL)  4 

Lydia  (Robert  W.  Cormier/PL)  16 

Maringouin,  St.  Peter-Shiloh  (Emmett  C.  Collins,  Jr.  /PL)  2 

Mathews,  Memorial  Peggy  B.  Foreman  6 

Melville-Palmetto  Kenneth  B.  Chapman  RE  9 

Morgan  City: 

Pharr  Chapel  Lamar  C.  Oliver  1 

Walmsley-Mason  (Elaine  C.  Smith /PL)  1 

Mt.  Vernon  (Joseph  Holland,  Sr. /PL)  5 

Napoleonville,  Wesley- Woodlawn  (Albert  Holland  RL)  28 

New  Iberia: 

First  Scott  T.  Bullock  6 

St.  James  T.B.S. 

Opelousas: 

Louisiana  Memorial  K.  Dale  Hensarling 

St.  Mark  Russell  L.  Jones  6 

Patterson  (Aaron  J.  Carpenter,  Jr.  FL)  2 

Plaquemine: 

First  Stephen  C.  Fleming  6 

Hurst-St.  Luke  (Thomas  A.  Wesley  ft  PL)  23 

Port  Barre-Krotz  Springs-Lottie,  Wilson  Memorial 

(Robert  D.  Clark  /  PL)  5 

Rosedale: 

Hartzell  (Ulysse  Stephens  RA)  13 

Rosedale-New  Roads,  First  (Jeremy  S.  Jones  FL)  1 

Thibodaux: 

Calvary-Magnolia  (Robert  E.  Johnson,  Sr.  /  PL)  1 

First  J.  Penn  Morgan  3 

Waxia,  St.  Paul-Melville,  St.  James  (Marguerite  D.  Jenkins/ PL)  9 

Wiley-Green  Chapel  Laurence  E.  Hall  RM  3 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent  Ramonalynn  W.  Bethley  2 

Alexandria: 

First  Timothy  J.  Neustifter  1 

Associate  Pastor  (Veronica  Kay  Pritchard  FL)  1 

Horseshoe  Drive  R.  Don  Ross  9 

Associate  Juan  Carlos  Huertas  PE  2 

Newman  Derrick  D.  Hills  5 

St.  Mark's  T.B.S. 

Trinity-Hineston,  Fellowship  (Robert  E.  Guth,  Jr.  FL)  1 

Wilton  (Jason  W.  Jacob /SL)  5 

Atlanta  T.B.S. 

Beulah  (Stephanie  T.  Kidd/ PL)  3 

Boyce: 

Lahey  Chapel  T.B.S. 

Union  (Dianne  Allen  Jones/  PL) 

Bunkie,  David  Haas  Mem.-Trinity- White's  Chap. 

Joe  A.  Hoover  4 

Campti: 

First-St.  Maurice  T.B.S. 

St  Paul-Mt.Zion  T.B.S. 

Cheneyville,  St.  Paul  (Mary  L.  Jones/ PL)  3 

Colfax  (Gloria  L.  Youngblood  FL)  4 

Couley-Sanders  Chapel  (Thomas  G.  May/  PL)  6 

Evergreen  Gary  L.  Van  Horn  RM  1 

Ferriday-Clayton  Raymon  L.  Owens,  Jr.  PE  2 

Glenmora-Boyce,  First  (William  K.  McDonald  RL)  9 

Jena,  Nolley  Memorial-Belah  Lyndle  R.  Bullard  1 

Jonesville-Harrisonburg  (David  C.  Carlton  FL)  8 

Lecompte-Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyville 

(Ross  C.  Ford,  Jr.  FL)  6 

Many  C.  Frances  Hooton  3 

Marksville-Effie,  Oak  Grove-Simmesport 

(Antonio  E.  Ranero  FL)  1 

Melder,  St.  Mark's  T.B.S. 

Montgomery-Mt.  Zion  (James  R.  Walker/ PL)  8 

Natchitoches: 

Asbury-Emmanuel  James  A.  Graham  19 


College  Ave. 

First 

Associate 

Associate 

Oak  Grove-Provencal 
Olla-Urania 
Palestine 
Pineville: 

First 

Associate 

Pleasant  Grove-Bethel 
Wesley-Booneville,  Wesley 
Pollock-Liberty  Chapel 
Strange 

Trout,  Justiss  Memorial-Eden 

Vidal  ia 

Weaver 

Winnfield 


John  M.  Higginbotham,  Jr. 
Donald  R.  Avery 
James  M.  Poole  RM 
Jacqueline  E.  Collins  PE 
John  R.  Foster  /  OF 
(P.  Curtis  Carroll,  Jr.  FL) 

J.  Edwin  Dilworth 

Jon  E.  Tellifero 
(R.  Clay  Williams,  Jr.  FL) 
(Katherine  S.  Morris  /  PL) 
(James  E.  Ray,  Sr.  /  PL) 
Eddie  Carpenter  /  OF 
T.B.S. 

John  R.  Johns  RM 
Barry  D.  Dennis  /  OF 
T.B.S. 

Mark  J.  Goins 


BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 


1 

2 

12 

1 

6 

4 
8 

1 

1 

1 

13 

5 

7 

5 

1 


District  Superintendent  Larry  G.  Miller 

Amite-Independence  Brady  S.  Whitton 

Baker: 

Blackwater  William  A.  Moon  III 

First-Pride,  Bethel  E.  Eugene  Rives,  Jr.  3 

Baton  Rouge: 

Broadmoor  Clifford  C.  Wright,  Jr. 

Minister  of  Congregational  Care  Kenneth  M.  Carroll  16 

Minister  of  Missions  &  Prayers  Virginia  P.  Allen  OP 
Minister  of  Evangelism  Augustus  M.  (Lee)  Allen  OE 

Min.  of  Sen.  Care  and  Residential  Ministries 

Lusinda  M.  Warren /FD  5 

Minister  of  Vietnamese  Ministries  (Tuyet  Tran  FL)  1 

Camphor  Memorial  Darlene  A.  Moore 

Associate  Mary  Ann  Robinson /OF  1 

First  Christopher  H.  Andrews  1 8 

Associate  Elaine  M.  Burleigh  PE  1 

Associate  Michael  L.  Hammett  1 

Associate  Jerry  L.  Johnson  PE  1 

Francis  Asbury  W.  Odell  Simmons  RM  5 

Hope  Community  (H.  Louis  Jones  /  PL) 

Minister  of  Education  Brunetta  A.  Shamlin/FD  4 

Hughes  Memorial -Watson,  Andrew  Chapel  (Willie  Laws)  5 

Ingleside  Kibbie  E.  Hatfield  4 

Jefferson  Douglas  M.  Baker  4 

Associate  Stephen  Dale  Berger  OF  3 

Jordan  Davis  W.  Clark  1 

Neely  Arnold  V.  Brown  15 

Minister  of  Education  Linda  A.  Joseph /FD  4 

St.  Andrew's  Larry  D.  O'Dell  3 

St.  John's  Timothy  E.  Lawson  1 

Associate  (Elizabeth  A.  Wyatt)  1 1 

St  Luke's-St.  Paul's  (Kimbra  H.  Hammett  /  PL)  4 

St.  Mark  Joseph  D.  Awotwi 

University,  William  B.  Reily  Memorial 

Steven  M.  Spurlock  2 

Associate/LSU  Wesley  Foundation  Donald  L.  Meeks  1 

Associate  Shannon  C.  DeLaureal  PE  2 

Wesley  E.  Andrew  Goff  8 

Clinton: 

First-Clear  Creek  Robert  E.  Townsend  2 

Mt  Zion-Ethel,  St.  Paul  T.B.S. 

St.  Peter-Jackson  Chapel-Mt.Carmel(Cherless  H.  Miller,  Jr.  /  PL)  5 

Convent  St.  James  (Gaynell  B.  Simon/PL)  10 

Day's-Center- Darlington  Larry  D.  Robertson  RM  10 

Deerford-Pine  Grove  (Jimmie  S.  Parker  /  PL)  1 

Denham  Springs: 

First  Wybra  J.  Price,  II  6 

Associate  (T  ussell  S.  Clunan/PL)  2 

Minister  of  Youth  &  Mission  Sarah  W.  Shoup  PD  2 

Roberts-St.  Luke  Alonzo  J.  Campbell  9 

Associate  (Constance  R.  Saizon  /  PL)  1 

Galvez,  Carpenter’s  Chapel  (L.  John  Locascio  FL)  1 

Gonzales: 

First  Gary  Don  Willis 

Associate  (Linda  M.  Hagan  FL)  1 

St.  Landry  (Constance  R.  Saizon  /  PL)  1 

Greensburg- Wesley  Chapel  (Robert  D.  Hayes  FL)  2 

Greenwell  Springs,  Magnolia  Franklin  R.  Pennington  PE  1 

Hammond,  First  Kenneth  R.  Bowman  2 

Huff  Chapel  (Joy  Lynn  Comeaux  /PL)  2 

Jackson-Ethel  Rhonda  E.  Feurtado  1 

Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon  (Percy  M.  Frazier  RA)  5 

Livingston  (Richard  W.  Davis /PL)  8 

Loranger-Cooper's  Chapel  Lorris  M.  Wimberly  2 

Nesom  Memorial  (E.  Rand  Guy  RL)  6 

Pine  Ridge-Tangipahoa  (James  W.  Reid)  2 

Ponchatoula: 

First  Robert  L.  Deich  9 

Wesley  Chapel-James  Chapel-Lee's  Landing  (Mark  A.  Lubbock  /  PL)  6 
Port  Allen,  Scott-S.U.  Wesley  Foundation  Rodney  D.  Wooten  4 

Prairieville,  Meadows  Chapel  Walter  L.  Parker,  Jr.  1 

Minister  of  Reconciliation  Cathy  Joy  Arends/ PD  3 

St.  Amant: 

Faithful  (Linda  M.  Hagan  FL)  1 

New  River  (W.  Madison  Turner,  Sr. /PL)  4 

St.  Francisville  Daniel  P.  Gleason  2 

Slaughter-Bluff  Creek  (Betty  A.  McCarver  /  PL)  2 

Spillman,  New  Hope-Concord  T.B.S. 

Springfield: 

First-SLU  Wesley  Foundation  (Emile  E.  Tosso,  III  FL)  2 

St.  James  (Marguerite  W.  Rheams/PL)  2 

Tunica  (Danny  R.  Bergeron /PL)  5 


2007 


Walker: 

First-Mangum  Chapel 
Friendship-Corbin-Montpelier 
Watson,  Live  Oak 
Wilson,  Wesley-Asbury 
Zachary: 

First 

Moses  Chapel-Beech  Grove 


(Thomas  C.  Beeler  FL) 
(Lewis  M.  Morris,  Jr.  /  PL) 
(Mark  E.  Crosby) 

(Gregory  McClay,  Sr.  /  PL) 

Gregory  R.  Davis 
(Glorious  M.  Wright  /  PL)5 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 


District  Superintendent 
Church  Point-Crowley,  Wesley 
Crowley,  First 
Associate 
DeQuincy 
DeRidder,  First 
Ebenezer-Branch 
Elton-Oberlin-Basile 
Eunice,  First-Iota 
Fairview 

Florien,  Prospect-Hombeck 
Gueydan-Kaplan 
Holly  Grove 

Hopewell-Elizabeth-Pine  Grove 
Indian  Bayou-Rayne,  Centenary 
Iowa 
Jennings 
Kinder 
Lake  Arthur 
Lake  Charles: 

First 

Associate 
Associate 
Oak  Park 
SL  Luke-Simpson 
Associate 
University 
Warren 
Leesville: 

First 

Mt  Zion-Macedonia 
Associate 

Merryville-DeRidder,  Wesley 
Moss  Bluff 
Oakdale-Pine  Prairie 
Raymond-Roanoke 
Squyres 
Sulphur: 

Henning  Memorial 
Associate 
Associate 
Maplewood 
Wesley-Hackberry 

Sweetlake-Cameron  Methodist  Ministry 

Wayne  G.  Taylor 

Associate 

Vinton,  Welsh  Memorial 
Welsh: 

First-Hayes 

Jones- Jennings,  Mallalieu 
Westlake 


M.  Douglas  Ezell 
Curtiss  Dali  Eden 
W.  Mark  Strickland 
(Virginia  Cutrer/PL) 
Richard  O.  Teeter 
Michael  D.  McLaurin 
Charles  L.  Floyd,  Jr.  / 

Eddie  E.  Morgan,  Jr.  RM 
(Truman  P.  Stagg  FL) 

Lisa  L.  Turnbull 
(Raymond  H.  Leidig,  Jr.  RL) 

S.  Kemper  Smith 

T. B.S. 

(Mark  S.  Theriot  /  PL) 
(Byron  J.  Aucoin  FL) 

David  R.  DeWitt  / 

Joshua  D.  Milliron 
(Tony  W.  Moss  FL) 

(Susan  C.  Pugh  /  PL) 

Douglas  B.  deGraffenried 
Lisa  L.  Turnbull 
(Louis  G.  Blankenbaker  RL) 
Roger  H.  Templeton 
Karl  S.  Klaus 
Roger  H.  Templeton 
Charles  R.  Langford 
T.B.S. 

Kenneth  M.  Graham.  Jr. 
(Robert  M.  Eckerle,  Jr.  /  PL) 
(Lee  Eckerle/ PL) 

(Steven  W.  Bush  /  PL) 

M.  Stuart  Sherman 
Come  Cieslukowski  OP 
Katherine  G.  Howell  PE 
William  N.  Sheffield,  III  PE 

Roy  Bryan  Moore 
Stephen  N.  Fife  PE 
Heather  H.  Ley  land  PE 
Nancy  E.  Wofford 
Leon  A.  Boggs 


James  B.  Moore  PE 
(Owen  H.  Peyton,  Sr.) 

Charles  W.  Crews 
(Roy  A.  Jefferson  /  PL) 
Elizabeth  M.  Northen 


MONROE  DISTRICT 


District  Superintendent 

Robert  L.  Burgess 

Ansley-Centerpoint 

T.B.S. 

Bartholomew-Beekman 

(Lloyd  E.  Scott  RL) 

Baskin 

(Mary  Anne  Collie /PL) 

Bastrop: 

First-Collinston 

Mark  B.  Benge,  Sr. 

Memorial-Mer  Rouge 

(Newton  M.  Home,  Jr.) 

Mt.  Olive 

(Marcus  M.  Gaut/PL) 

Bemice-Beech  Grove-Summerfield  Johnie  W.  Adkins.  Jr.  OF 

Boeuf  Prairie-Little  Creek 

Howard  B.  Childs  RM 

Chatham 

(Lala  B.  Cooper  /  PL) 

Choudrant 

T.B.S. 

Clay 

(John  E.  Finch,  Jr. /PL) 

Columbia-Hebert 

(Pamela  Fitch  Roy) 

Crew  Lake-Mangham 

(Eddie  Carroll  Johnson  FL) 

Delhi-Crowville 

Joseph  E.  Hamilton 

Douglas 

M.  Roily  Walker  RM 

Downs  ville-Bethel 

Carolyn  B.  Volentine 

Dubach-Harmony  Chapel 

(Christan  L.  Thomas  FL) 

Epps-Pioneer 

T.B.S. 

Eros-Anti och,  Eros 

Jack  D.  Phelps  RM 

Farmerville 

(John  G.  Hankins) 

Grayson 

Howard  L.  Hudson,  Jr.  RM 

Holly  Ridge 

T.B.S. 

Indian  Village 

Raymond  E.  Crofoot  RM 

Jonesboro-Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope 

Co-Pastor 

(Bill  E.  Strawbridge  FL) 
(Letty  L.  Strawbridge /PL) 

Lake  Providence 

(William  H.  McLain  FL) 

Marion-Bird's  Chapel 

T.B.S. 

Memorial-Salem 

(Ross  W.  Genger  FL) 

Monroe: 

First 

R.  Larry  Stafford 

Associate 

Terry  A.  Love 

Associate 

(JoAnn  Sims  /  PL) 

Minister  of  Music 

Kem  F.  Alexander  FD 

Hope 

(Johnny  M.  Riley,  Jr.  /  PL) 

Lea  Joyner  Memorial 

Weldon  C.  Bares 

Associate 

(Betty  I*  Swanson  /pLi) 

1 
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Appointments  2006  -  2007  (cont.) 


Associate 

(W.  Wayne  Ray /PL) 

1 

Associate 

(Lisa  Thomisee  Mayo/PL) 

1 

Minister  of  Visitation 

Isaac  A.  Patton,  Jr.  RM 

15 

Memorial 

Paul  E.  Sabin 

2 

Reveille 

(Marcelle  F.  Crow/PL) 

3 

St.  James 

T.B.S. 

St.  Mark's 

Lysbeth  B.  Cockrell  PE 

2 

St.  Paul 

(Jackie  Holmes,  Jr.) 

8 

St.  Paul's 

Richard  H.  Humphries 

8 

Associate 

Susan  M.  Ferguson  PE 

1 

Mt.  Nebo- Washington  Chapel-Mt.  Sinai 

(Kermit  C.  Roberson,  /  PL) 

2 

Mount  Zion-Beulah 

(Wanda  S.  Cosentino  FL) 

2 

Newellton 

T.B.S. 

Oak  Grove-Kilboume-Locust  Grove  Byron  W.  Putnam 

4 

Quitman 

Homer  V.  Bailes  RA 

1 

Rayville 

Ruston: 

Ted  D.  Freeland 

2 

Grace 

A.  Wayne  Evans 

5 

Trinity 

Fred  B.  Wideman 

12 

Associate 

Andy  R.  Hurst 

7 

Associate 

M.  Roily  Walker  RM 

28 

Associate 

(W.  Brian  Mercer  FL) 

6 

Associate 

Joseph  Zhong  Guo  PE 

3 

Associate 

Connie  Breaux  /  FD 

4 

Minister  of  Music 

R.  Michael  Cloud  FD 

14 

Wesley  Chapel 

Dalton  R.  Shovan  RE 

3 

St  Andrew's-Oak  Ridge 

Donald  L.  Wilkinson 

4 

St.  Joseph 

Jonathan  S.  King 

4 

St.  Peter-Lawson  Chapel 

(Sonia  D.  Gee/ PL) 

3 

Sicily  Island-Gilbert 

(William  F.  Foster  FL) 

4 

Simsboro,  Antioch 

(Reginald  D.  Colvin/ PL) 

5 

Tallulah 

Jean  M.  Foreman 

2 

Union 

West  Monroe: 

(W.  Wayne  Ray/PL) 

1 

Asbury-Woodlawn 

Monica  G.  Monk 

2 

Claibome-Wilhite 

Samuel  P.  Emanuel  OF 

4 

Faith 

Jimmy  L.  Owens  PE 

2 

First 

Ricky  L.  Willis 

2 

Associate 

(Gerald  R.  Crise  SP) 

1 

McGuire 

Michael  T.  Head 

10 

Winnsboro 

Henry  L.  Hamilton,  Jr. 

1 

Wisner 

(Frances  I.  Guy /PL) 

7 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent 

W.  Ralph  Ford 

1 

Angie,  Wesley  Ray-Marys  Chapel-Live  Oak 

Terrence  S.  August 

2 

Belle  Chasse 

Bogalusa: 

Jeffrey  C.  Duke 

2 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 

Alan  D.  Einsel 

4 

Director  of  Christian  Education 

Barbara  C.  Einsel/FD 

4 

Thirkield-Harry's  Chapel 

(Louis  A.  Smith  /  PL) 

16 

B uras.  Trinity 

(Gene  M.  Faurie  FL) 

11 

Bush 

Covington: 

Karl  D.  Wood  RM 

37 

First 

Van  A.  Stinson 

2 

Fitzgerald 

(Roy  J.  Price,  IH  /  PL) 

3 

Destrehan.  St  Charles 

Frankl  inton: 

Chris  A.  Blanchard 

3 

Centenary- F  isher 

Steven  J.  Porter 

1 

Winan-Hayes  Chapel 

Brace  L.  Brown  PE 

2 

Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle 

(Regina  B.  Hickman) 

6 

Gretna 

Frank  S.  Harris,  III 

6 

Hanville,  St  James 

Kenner: 

T.B.S 

Co-operative  Parish  PA 

Tracy  L.  MacKenzie 

1 

Team  Member 

Anice  N.  Moses  PE 

2 

Team  Member 

(Sharon  D.  Zehner  FL) 

3 

El  Mesias 

Samuel  Calvo  OE 

8 

Lacombe 

LaPlace: 

(Lawrence  K_  Benson,  Jr. /PL) 

9 

First 

Mark  A.  Bray 

3 

Ninde  Chapel 

(Angerean  Brown  Harris/PL) 

2 

Luling 

T.B.S. 

8 

Madisonville,  North  Cross 
Mandeville: 

Flint  E.  Shea 

Newell 

(Nolan  M.  Robinson /PL) 

16 

St  Timothy-on-the-North  Shore 

James  W.  Mitchell 

12 

Associate 

W.  Scott  Adams 

2 

Associate 

(Robert  H.  Chance,  Jr., /PL) 

9 

Associate 

(Carol  R.  Richardson  FL) 

5 

Associate 

(Andrew  D.  Durbin  PE) 

3 

Pastor  Emeritus 

Metairie: 

J.  Lawrence  Maddin  RM 

7 

Munholland 

M.  Eugene  Finnell 

4 

Associate 

George  A.  Duerson  RM 

6 

Director,  Christian  Education 

Jane!  C.  Cavalier  FD 

7 

St.  Matthew’s 

New  Orleans: 

M.  Jack  O'Dell 

2 

Aurora 

Hulen  C.  Warren,  Jr. 

4 

Bethany 

Hadley  R.  Edwards 

10 

Associate 

(Eugene  J.  A.  Hebert  FL) 

I 

Co-operative  Parish  #1 

Shawn  M.  Anglim 

1 

Team  Member 

(Anita  C.  Dinwiddie/PL) 

2 

Team  Member 

William  L.  Jones,  Sr. 

16 

Team  Member 

(Leslie  M.  Taylor,  Sr.  /  PL) 

9 

Co-operative  Parish  P2 

Cory  L.  Sparks  PE 

3 

Team  Member 

Diane  L.  Bentley  PE 

1 

Team  Member 

Dale  E.  Branch 

10 

Team  Member 

Maximillian  O.  Zehner  PE 

1 

Co-operative  Parish  #3 

Simon  Chigumira  PE 

1 

Team  Member 

Eunice  Chigumira  PE 

i 

Team  Member 

Brownyl  Lance  Eden  PE 

2 

Co-operative  Parish  #5 

Andrew  J.  Douglas  RM 

19 

Team  Member 

(LeKisha  L.M.  Reed  FL) 

I 

Team  Member 

Ray  L. Vamado  PE 

1 

Co-operative  Parish  #6 

James  F.  Haynes  RM 

7 

Team  Member 

Rebecca  D.  Conner 

l 

Team  Member 

Jeffery  D.  Conner 

1 

Co-operative  Parish  PI 

Irvin  J.  Boudreaux 

1 

Team  Member 

Jon  M.  Lord 

1 

Team  Member 

Deborah  B.  Williams  PE 

1 

Korean 

Hyunsu  Lee  OE 

3 

Lake  Vista 

Norwood  N.  Hingle,  III 

8 

Rayne  Memorial 

Carol  S.  Winn  Crawford 

4 

Minister  of  Christian  Education 

Carol  L.  Sherer  FD 

11 

Pearl  River 

Slidell: 

Timothy  M.  Smith 

7 

Aldersgate 

Marie  P.  Williams 

2 

Co-Pastor 

John  N.  Williams 

2 

Associate 

William  E.  Thiele,  Jr.  /  OF 

3 

First 

Jerry  G.  Hilbun 

6 

Associate 

(Pattye  D.  Hewitt  FL) 

2 

Associate 

(Allan  W.  Anderson /PL) 

11 

Hartzell  Mt.  Zion 

(Ernest  E.  Scott) 

5 

Sun 

T.B.S. 

Vamado 

Ester  L.  Hammond  RM 

13 

Waldheim 

(Chris  S.  Fryou  /  PL) 

2 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent 

Douglas  L.  Cain 

2 

Arcadia-Mt.  Mariah 

Jayne  Trammell-Kelly 

2 

Associate 

Steven  R.  Kelly/ 

2 

Arizona 

(Dorcas  A.Thomton/PL) 

1 

Athens 

(Charles  R.  Penuell/PL) 

11 

Benton 

T.  Lynn  Malone,  Jr. 

4 

Associate 

(Cheryl  L.  Nelson  /  PL) 

2 

Minster  of  Music 

Barbara  L.  Murray  /  FD 

1 

Bethel 

T.B.S. 

Bienville 

Bossier  City: 

T.B.S. 

Asbury 

Barry  E.  Hughes 

6 

Associate 

Leslie  G.  Stephens 

4 

Director  of  Discipleship  Evangelism  Dawn  B.  Young/PD 

2 

Barksdale 

Paul  C.  Carroll,  Sr.  RM 

11 

Fellowship 

David  R.  Melville,  Jr. 

1 

Associate 

(Kendall  R.  Docter/PL) 

1 

First 

David  B.  Dietzel 

2 

Associate 

(John  Robert  Black  FL) 

2 

Associate 

(Jerry  G.  Brannen/PL) 

1 

Brushwood 

(John  La vo  RA) 

2 

Colquitt 

T.B.S. 

Cotton  Valley 

T.B.S. 

Coushatta- Wesley  Chapel 

Steven  W.  Fowler  OF 

3 

Cross  Roads-Hall  Summit 

(Carl  D.  Munyon  RL) 

6 

Doyline 

William  G.  Sewell  OF 

2 

Evergreen 

T.B.S. 

Gibsland-Oak  Grove 

Dorothy  J.  Smith 

2 

Gilliam-Hosston 

Emile  A.  Rousseau,  Jr.  OF 

6 

Greenwood-Bethany 

Haughton: 

(Clinton  P.  Lovell,  Sr.  FL 

4 

Haughton 

(Thomas  E.  Dungan/  PL) 

5 

Love  Chapel 

Benjamin  N.  McGehee 

3 

Haynesville-Shongaloo 

Henry  R.  Stone 

4 

Heflin 

(Carol  D.  Heard  /PL) 

7 

Homer.  First  -  Homer,  Wesley  Chapel 

G.  Larry  Maxwell,  Sr. 

2 

Minister  of  Education 

Patricia  Teel  Bates  /  PD 

1 

Ida 

Keithville: 

Jerry  A.  Means  RM 

7 

Fairview 

(Ricky  R.  Myles/ PL) 

3 

Keithville 

M.  Theresa  McConnell  / 

3 

McDonald 

(Linda  B.  Gatlin/PL) 

1 

Lisbon 

Logansport: 

Terry  C.  Willis  RM 

2 

Logansport-Longstreet 

Robert  E.  Hollis 

2 

Mt.  Zion-Rosa 

Mansfield: 

(Jerald  D.  Danzell  /  PL) 

2 

First-Grand  Cane 

Kenneth  D.  Norton 

2 

Wesley-Bonchest 

Minden: 

Beverly  Hubbard  Connelly  PE 

1 

First 

J.  Roddy  Taylor 

5 

Associate 

(Linda  K.  Shepherd  RL) 

3 

Lakeview 

David  J.  Sheehan 

1 

Mooringsport-Oil  City 

(Michael  G.  Miller  FL) 

2 

Pilgrim  Rest 

(Samuel  L.  Bradley/  PL) 

14 

Plain  Dealing- Walker’s  Chapel 

Douglas  E.  Milliron 

2 

Pleasant  Hill-Pelican 

(Doris  R.  Sheppard  RL) 

7 

Pleasant  Valley-Pine  Grove 

(Donald  L.  Huguley  RL) 

4 

Ringgold-Castor 

Richard  L.  Cockbum 

2 

Shiloh-Keatchie 

Shreveport: 

(R.  Dean  Register,  Jr. /PL) 

2 

Broadmoor 

Kenneth  W.  Irby 

2 

Associate 

Mark  R.  Martin 

2 

Associate 

(Kathy  S.  Wafer  FL) 

5 

Associate 

Conrad  P.  Edwards  RM 

8 

Christ 

J.  Thomas  Logan 

3 

Associate 

Ellen  B.  Montegudo 

3 

Ellerbe  Road 

(Judith  D.  Bazcr) 

6 

Fairfield-Shady  Grove 

Joe  D.  Connelly 

1 

Faith-Pleasant  Valley-New  Light 

(Oscar  E.  Player) 

17 

First 

R.  Pat  Day 

14 

Associate 

Thomas  L.  Howe,  Jr. 

5 

Associate 

Jonathon  W.  Beck 

1 

Minister  of  Music 

(Will  K.  Andress  FL) 
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Scholar  in  Residence 

Donald  A.  Webb  RM 

14 

Minister  of  Sr.  Spiritual  Life  &  Women's  Ministry 

Regina  L.  Wren  /  FD 

9 

Minister  of  Spiritual  Formation 

Pamela  G.  Crews  FD 

9 

Grace  Community 

Robert  A.  Weber 

15 

Associate 

Sione  H.  Tu'uta 

5 

Associate 

Ellen  R.  Alston 

1 

Associate 

(Richard  P.  Varner/ PL) 

4 

Associate 

(Christopher  B.  Williams/ PL) 

4 

Associate 

(Stacy  E.  Hood  /  PL) 

3 

Lakeview 

Juliet  A.  Spencer 

2 

Man  gum 

Steven  W.  Caraway 

4 

Noel 

David  F.  Foituna 

4 

Associate 

H.  Elizabeth  Love  Tu'uta 

1 

Minister  of  Service  &  Outreach 

Rachel  L.  Scott/ DM 

1 

North  Highlands 

John  G.  Deschner 

2 

Northpoint 

S.  Brian  Yeich 

4 

Round  Grove 

(Donny  R.  Nedd/PL) 

10 

St.  James 

Willie  L.  Henry  / 

14 

St.  Luke's 

Joseph  M.  Donakey 

5 

St.  Paul 

Kenneth  M.  Fisher 

7 

Summer  Grove 

Robert  G.  Rowland 

2 

Sibley 

(Milton  K.  Geltz/PL) 

2 

Springhill 

Burton  F.  Blair 

5 

Vivian 

Kevin  D.  Smith  OF 

2 

Whitehall 

Terral  T.  Lowe  RM 

4 

Zwolle: 

Haskin  Chapel 

(Oscar  Tippin,  Jr  RL) 

1. 

Zwolle-Bayou  Scie 

Richard  C.  Hooton 

3 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  WITHIN 
CONNECTIONAL  STRUCTURE 


Conference  Staff 

Director  of  Special  Ministries  Alonzo  J.  Campbell  BR  12 

Provost,  Director  of  Connectional  Ministries  Donald  C.  Cottrill  BR  4 
Youth  Director  Thomas  E.  Dolph  BR  5 

Coordinator  of  Ordained  Ministry  &  Education  John  Edd  Harper  FD  BR  4 
Director  of  Disaster  Preparedness  Freddie  C.  Henderson  BR  1 

Director  of  Volunteers  in  Mission  Larry  D.  Norman  BR  9 

Sr.  Advisor/Consult.,  LA  UM  Foundation  Kenneth  R.  Reed  RM  BR  9 
Director,  LA  UM  Foundation  Michael  D.  Reeves  OF  BR  6 

Executive  Director  of  Administrative  Services/ 

Treasurer/Secretary/Statistician  Carl  E.  Rhoads,  III  BR  9 

Church  Extension  &  Transformation  H.  E.  Stephens  BR  3 

Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness 

Director  of  Academies  Carole  Cotton-Winn  NO  9 

Director  of  Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness  W.  Craig  Gilliam  NO  4 
Mentor  Emeritus  John  M.  Winn,  Jr.,  RM  NO  17 


Faculty  and  Administrators  of  United  Methodist 
Theological  Schools  and  Other  Educational  Institutions 


Associate  Professor,  Curriculum  &  Instruction,  LSU 

Ann  M.  Trousdale  PD  BR  2 

Asst.  Prof.  Of  Church  History  &  Methodist  Studies, 

Phillips  Theological  Seminary,  Tulsa,  OK  Ellen  J.  Blue  NO  5 

Asst.  Prof.  Of  Theology,  St.  Joseph's  University, 

Philadelphia,  PA  Millicent  C.  Feske  NO  14 

Oxford  College,  Emory  University  Judith  A.  Shema  NO  4 

President  &  Prof.  Of  Ethics  &  Leadership,  Iliff  David  G.  Trickett  NO  1 
Chaplain/Dir.  Ch.  Careers,  Centenary  College  (Betsy  B.  Eaves  FL)SH  4 
Director  Church  Relations,  Centenary  College 

Mary  M.  McDowell  PD  SH  1 

Dean  of  Instruction,  Bossier  Parish  Comm.  College 

Dawn  B.  Young  PD  SH  2 

Campus  Ministers 

Wesley  Foundation,  Univ.  of  Louisiana  of  Lafayette 
Wesley  Foundation,  Northwestern  State  Univ 

John  M.  Higginbotham,  Jr.  AL  1 

Wesley  Foundation,  Louisiana  State  Univ. 

Donald  L.  Meeks  BR  1 

Wesley  Foundation.  Southeastern  La  Univ 

(Emile  E.  Tosso,  III  FL)  BR  2 

Wesley  Foundation  Southern  Univ  Rodney  D.  Wooten  BR  4 

Wesley  Foundation,  McNeese  State  Univ. 

Angela  C.  Bulhof  LC  4 

Wesley  Foundation,  Louisiana  Tech  Univ. 

Scott  E.  Wright  MN  9 

Tulane  University  Maximilian  O.  Zehner  PE  NO  4 

APPOINTED  TO  OTHER  ANNUAL  CONFERENCES 
Central  Texas  Nathan  E.  Firmin  PD  AL  2 

Oklahoma  Mary  Beth  Foye  FD  AL  2 

Southwest  Texas  Germaine  Tropez  Mathis  NO  1 

Oklahoma  Victor  T.  McCullough  NO  2 

North  Texas  Carol  D.  Sparks  PE  SH  3 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO  EXTENSION  MINISTRIES 

Armed  Forces  and  Veterans  Administration  Chaplaincy 

U.S.  Military  M.  Quinn  O'BannonBR  2 

U.S.  Air  Force  Reserves,  Deputy  Command  Chaplain 

William  H.  Willis,  Sr.  BR  2 


Health  Care  Fields,  Community  Service  Organizations  and  Other  Related 
Ministries 
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Appointments  2006  -  2007  (cont.) 


Chaplain,  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes,  Lafayette 

Walton  C.  DunbarAC 

Director,  Abbeville  Recovery  Station  Kathy  C.  Fitzhugh  FL  AC 

Chaplain,  Tri-Cities  Hospice  &  Counseling  Center 
Kennewick,  WA  Jose  Garcia  AC 

Paracletia  Cathy  J.  Arends/PD 

Exec.  Dir.,  Wesleyan  Sr.  Living  Foundation  Ronald  D.  Dauphin 
Chaplain,  Baton  Rouge  General  Hospital,  BR  Deborah  L.  Drash 
Staff  Chaplain,  Our  Lady  of  the  Lake  Hosp.,  BRJanet  D.  Hogstrom  FD 
La  Attorney  Disciplinary  Board  Bemadine  Johnson  FD 

Chaplain,  Dixon  Correctional  Facility  James  W.  Jones  RM 

Director,  Recovery  Ministries  Amy  K.  Mercer  FD 

Staff  Chaplain,  Univ.  of  Alabama  Hosp.,  Birmingham 

Virginia  D.  Millet 

Capital  Area  Alliance  for  the  Homeless,  Exec.  Dir. 

Randall  K.  Nichols 

Chaplain/Bereavement  Coord.,  Genesis  HospiceChristine  A.  Roberts  FD 
Exec.  Vice  President,  Victorious  Christian  LivingJohn  H.  Sewell 


Robert  T.  Stiltner 
Darryl  A.  Tate 
Connie  M.  Thomas  OE 
David  R.  DeWitt 
Curtiss  D.  Eden 


BR 

BR 

BR 

BR 

BR 

BR 

BR 

BR 

BR 

BR 

BR 

BR 

BR 

BR 

LC 

LC 


District  Missoner 

Exec.  Director,  Recovery  Ministries 
Volunteer  Manager,  Recovery  Ministries 
Chaplain,  Memorial  Hospital,  Lake  Charles 
Case  Manager,  Recovery  Ministries 
Chaplain,  Harris  County  Psych.  Center,  Houston,  TX 

A.  Swindell  Hodges  LC 

Chaplain,  Houston  Hospice,  Houston  TX  Daniel  H.  Miller  LC 

Site  Manager,  Recovery  Ministries  Tony  W.  Moss  FL  LC 

Chap./Dir.  of  Christ.  Ed.,  Methodist  Child.  Home 

Mickey  D.  Stringfield  MN 

C.P.E.,  E.  Jefferson  General  Hospital,  Metairie  Alfred  C.  Bakewell,  111  NO 

The  People's  Inst.  For  Survival  &  Beyond  C.  David  Billings,  Jr.  NO 

Organizational  Effectiveness  Spec.,  E.  Jeff.  Hosp. 

M.  Janet  Davis  PD  NO 

Odyssey  Health  Care,  Chaplain  &  Spiritual  Coordinator 

Barbara  S.  Duke  NO 

Chaplain,  St.  Luke's  Episcopal  Hosp.,  Houston,  TX 

Cindy  M.  Graber  NO 

Chaplain/Pastoral  Counselor. 

M.D.  Anderson  Hospital.  Houston,  TX  Maria  J.  Kennedy  NO 

Director,  Uptown  Recovery  Station  Marva  L.  Mitchell  RL  NO 

Belief-Focused  Care  &  Healing 

Springfield,  IL  Roy  B.  Nash  RM  NO 

Chap./Dir.  Pastoral  Care,  Methodist  Health  System  Fdn. 

Judy  E.  Nelson  NO 

Director,  Mission  Zone  Martha  M.  Opphe  NO 

Asst.  Fin.  Officer,  Recovery  Ministries  Walter  L.  Parker,  Jr.  NO 

Wesley  Comm.  Center,  Atlanta.  GBGM  William  C.  Taylor  NO 

Pool  of  Siloam,  Counseling  Beverly  Hubbarad  Connelly  PE 

Neonatal  Nurse  Practitioner/Sutton  Children's  N1CU,  Schumpert  Health  System, 
Shreveport  Hubert  F.  Debo  FD  SH 


SH 


8 

1 

8 

3 

6 

3 

2 

8 

6 

1 

12 

3 

2 

14 

1 

1 

1 

14 

1 

8 

13 

1 

13 

2 

5 


25 

1 

1 

24 

1 


APPOINTMENTS  BEYOND  THE  MINISTRY  USUALLY  EXTENDED  THROUGH 
THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

Exec.  Dir.,  Community  Media,  Inc.  Durham,  North  Carolina 

Cathy  S.  Carlson  MN 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO  OTHER  VALID  MINISTRIES 


Appointed  to  Attend  School 
ITC 

Incapacity  Leave 


Leave  of  Absence 


Family  Leave 


Deaconesses 


Outreach-Non-Traditional  Families 
Community  Ministries,  Baton  Rouge 


Transferred  Out 
Marion  Watts  Brown  PE 
Joaquin  Garcia  FD 
Jamie  D.  Lee  PE 

Transferred  In 
Martha  Marie  Orphe 


31 


Elenora  M.  Cushenberry  PE  NO 


William  A.  Rowell,  Jr.  AC 

Sidney  Earl  Irving  AL  26 

Jerry  L.  Johnson  PE  BR 

J.  Sidney  Montegudo  FD  BR 

(Burnell  Bell  FL)  NO  5 

Lance  E.  Brown  PM  NO  10 

(Charles  R.  Cosentino  FL)NO 
T.  Nichols  Evans,  Jr.  NO 


Debra  K.  Brazzel  AC 

Heide  L.  Davis  BR 

C.  Gerald  Richardson  BR 

Gregor  A.  Dike  NO 

Gregory  G.  Mann  NO 

Karen  F.  Williams  NO 

R.  Michael  Boyett  SH 

Bryan  S  Dauphin  SH 

Mollie  Anne  McGeePE  SH 
Walter  L.  Parr,  Jr.  SH 

Benjamin  Santana-Ruiz  PE  SH 


JoBeth  Kee-Rees  PM  NO 


Carolina  Labrada  R  AL 

Elsie  Cyrus  BR 

Hallique  L.  Dawson  BR 

Juanita  L.  Ivie  R  NO 


Virginia  June  1,2006 
Tennessee  April  1 ,  2006 
Memphis  November  1 ,  2005 


Western  Pennsylvania  June  1,  2006 


Nine  persons  ordained  as  elders  in  full  connection 


Ordination  and  Commissioning  Services 
were  held  the  evening  of  June  6  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  served 
as  preacher  at  the  service,  using  the  theme 
“And  Are  We  Yet  Alive.” 

Eight  persons  were  ordained  elders  in 
full  connection  with  the  conference.  They 
are:  Angela  Cooley  Bulhof,  Jean  Elizabeth 
Mack  Foreman,  Benjamin  Nelson 
McGehee,  David  Roland  Melville  Jr., 
Monica  Gayle  Monk,  Erin  Joy  Oliver, 
Leslie  Gatlin  Stephens  and  Henry  Ryall 
Stone. 


Irvin  Joseph  Boudreaux  was  brought 
into  full  connection  by  having  his  orders 
recognized  from  another  denomination. 

Linda  Ann  Joseph  was  ordained  deacon 
in  full  connection  with  the  conference. 

Diane  LaPhand  Bentley,  Corrie  M. 
Aukema  Cieslukowski  (as  a  courtesy  to  the 
Greater  New  Jersey  Annual  Conference), 
Jacqueline  Ellen  Collins,  Andrew  Douglas 
Durbin,  Susan  Marie  Mack  Ferguson, 
Stephen  Newell  Fife,  Franklin  Riley 
Pennington,  Ray  Lamar  Vamado  and 
Deborah  Bernice  Williams  were  commis¬ 
sioned  as  probationary  elders. 


Patricia  Teel  Bates,  Martha  Janet  Davis 
and  Mary  Margaret  McDowell  were  com¬ 
missioned  as  probationary  deacons. 

Immediately  following  the  service,  a 
reception  was  held  for  those  commis¬ 
sioned,  ordinands  and  retirees  in  Bain  Hall. 

Paul  Saik,  guest  soloist  for  this  year’s 
annual  conference,  performed  a  pre-service 
concert. 

A  conference  choir,  comprised  of  volun¬ 
teer  clergy  and  laity,  performed  under  the 
direction  of  Rev.  Kem  Alexander,  minister 
of  music  for  First  UMC  in  Monroe. 


Foundation  holds  gala 

Baton  Rouge  —  The  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  held  its  annual 
Legacies  of  Louisiana  Gala  on  May  9  at 
the  Country  Club  of  Louisiana  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

As  the  highlight  of  the  event, 
Foundation  President  and  CEO  Michael 
Reeves  presented  the  Foundation’s  Jesse  B. 
Stafford  Leadership  Award  to  Nancy 
Mikell  Carruth  of  Bunkie,  La. 

Ms.  Carruth  is  a  lifelong  member  of 
David  Haas  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Bunkie.  She  has  served  in 
countless  leadership  roles  at  the  local, 
jurisdictional  and  general  conference  levels 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  and  she 
was  a  member  of  the  Foundation’s  first 
board  of  directors  in  1975.  In  2005, 

Carruth  established  a  permanent  endow¬ 
ment  through  the  Foundation  to  benefit  her 
church. 

The  award  is  named  after  Jesse  B. 
Stafford  of  Ponchatoula  who  died  in  1991. 
leaving  a  multi-million  dollar  bequest  to 
the  Foundation,  the  largest  gift  in  its  histo¬ 
ry.  His  benevolence  has  given  the 
Foundation  financial  stability  and  the 
capacity  to  continue  its  support  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  throughout 
Louisiana. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  and 
several  United  Methodist  agencies  were 
part  of  the  evening’s  program,  including 
the  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
in  Ruston.  Terrel  DeVille,  president  and 
CEO  of  the  children’s  home,  reported  on 
the  current  programs  and  services  being 
provided  to  children,  youth  and  families 
throughout  Louisiana,  as  well  as  their  cur¬ 
rent  long  range  and  strategic  plans. 

Rob  Fairly,  executive  vice  president  of 
the  Foundation,  acknowledged  individuals 
and  families  who  established  permanent 
endowments  or  additions  to  gifts  to  the 
Foundation  in  2005,  as  well  as  those  who 
have  joined  the  newly  formed  recognition 
society.  The  Third  Testament. 

The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  was  founded  in  1975  providing 
financial  management,  consultation  and 
education,  loans  and  grants.  It  is  the  fourth 
largest  United  Methodist  Foundation,  with 
over  $100  million  in  managed  assets. 


Local  Pastors  recognized  at  conference 


The  Recognition  of 
Local  Pastors  and  those 
completing  License  to 
Preach  School  was  held 
June  6  in  the  Gold  Dome 
at  Centenary  College. 

Eighteen  people  were 
recognized  for  completing 
the  License  to  Preach 
School. Those  with  an 
asterisk  by  their  name  are 
also  receiving  their  first 
appointment  to  serve  as 
local  pastors. 

They  are  Byron  James 
Aucoin,  Jr.*,  James  M. 
Blanchard,  Jerry  Glen 


Brannen*,  Ossie  D. 

Clark,  Lala  Ball  Cooper, 
Kendall  Ray  Docter*, 
John  Edwin  Finch,  Jr.*, 
Matthew  D.  Foreman, 
Christover  S.  Gann,  Linda 
Bames  Gatlin*,  Shawn  T. 
Hornsby,  Lisa  Thomisee 
Mayo*,  Katherine 
Sermons  Morris*,  David 
Nugent,  Antonio  Enrique 
Ranero*,  Willard  Wayne 
Ray*,  Elaine  C.  Smith, 
and  Randall  Clay 
Williams,  Jr.*. 

Those  who  have  com¬ 
pleted  studies  for  the 


license  as  a  local  pastor, 
are  approved  and  receiv¬ 
ing  their  first  appointment 
in  Louisiana  include  John 
Robert  Black,  Jeremy 
Stewart  Jones,  Dennis 
Ray  Lewellyn,  Tony 
William  Moss,  Lekisha 
Lashawn  Reed,  and  Tuyet 
Tran. 

Those  to  be  recog¬ 
nized  as  local  pastors 
having  completed  the 
Course  of  Study  School 
are  Vema  Poarch  Myers 
and  Fannie  Otis 
Thompson. 


Nancy  Carruth,  pictured  with  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson,  receives  the  Jesse  B. 
Stafford  Leadership  award  at  the  recent  Legacies  of  Louisiana  Gala  in  Baton  Rouge. 
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Louisiana  Conference 


JUNE  9, 2006 


AWARDS 


Harry  Denman 
Evangelism  Award 

Clay  Johnson 


Harry  Denman 
Evangelism  Award 

Rev.  Mark  Crosby 


Sojourner  Truth  Award 

Rev.  Marva  Mitchell 


;  i 

1  *  j 

’aa 


J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Sr. 
Award  for  Preaching 

Rev.  Carol  Winn  Crawford 


The  Chapel  Choir  of  University  United  Methodist  Church  will  reprise  the  well  known  musical  “Godspell"  on  their  upcoming  choir 
tour.  Performance  dates  and  locations  in  Louisiana  include:  Shreveport,  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church,  Saturday,  June  1 7  at 
7  p.m.;  and  Baton  Rouge,  University  UMC,  Tuesday,  June  20, 7:30  p.m.  The  group  is  also  performing  at  Hixson  UMC  in  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.;  Myers  Park  UMC  in  Charlotte,  North  Carolina;  and  Williamsburg  UMC  in  Williamsburg,  Va. 


Creative  Giving 

At  Our  Church? 

Will  it  help? 

“Endowments  have  a  positive  effect  on  regular 
giving  in  Methodist  congregations  .  . 

Charles  Zech 

How  do  we  do  it? 

“Successful  churches  that  receive  a  number  of 
planned  gifts  offer  frequent  teaching  seminars  and 
mailings  regarding  the  variety  of  possibilities 
members  should  consider  as  good  stewards  of 
their  resources.” 

Holy  Smoke,  Whatever  Happened  to  Tithing?, 

Christopher  and  Miller 

Why  do  we  do  it? 

“Helping  people  with  planned  giving  is  a  service 
to  our  members  .  .  .  many  people  are  unaware  of 
how  to  use  assets  to  support  their  Christian 
values  and  priorities.” 

Afire  With  God :  Spirit-Ed  Stewardship  for  a 
New  Century ,  Betsy  Schwarzentraub 


For  information  on  how  you  can 
teach  the  members  of  your  church 
to  help  themselves,  their  families  and 
their  church,  contact  us: 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana - 


www.umf.org 

(800)  256-9317  (225)  346-1535 


For  the  latest 
information  regarding 
hurricane  recovery 
efforts,  visit  the  La. 
Conference  web  site  at 
www.la-umc.org 
or  contact  the  United 


Methodist  Storm  Center 

at  (225)  346-5193 


Bishop  Hutchinson  /3 


Dillard  Choir  /4 


Dirdak/8 
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2006  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 


More  than  1,000  United  Methodists 
from  across  the  state  gathered  June  4-7  in 
Shreveport  for  the  2006  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  led  by  Bishop 
William  W.  Hutchinson. 

“Justifying  Grace:  Opening  the  door 


to  a  house  not  made  with  hands”  served 
as  the  theme  for  this  year’s  event,  held  in 
the  Gold  Dome  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport.  The  image  of  this  spiritual 
“house”  was  played  out  on  the  confer¬ 
ence  stage  with  a  front  porch  facade 


topped  with  a  blue  tarp,  ironically  remi¬ 
niscent  of  the  thousands  of  blue  tarps 
seen  on  rooftops  after  Hurricanes  Katrina 
and  Rita. 

See  Conference,  page  7 

Over  $90,000  in 
offerings  collected 

The  generosity  of  Louisiana’s  United 
Methodists  was  exhibited  through  four 
offerings  received  during  the  2006  La. 
Annual  Conference  held  June  4-7  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 

Over  $69,000  was  collected  for  the 
Louisiana  Bishop’s  Appeal  during  the 
Ordination/Commissioning  Service  held 
June  6  at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Shreveport.  Approximately  $8,000  of  the 
total  amount  came  from  individual  dona¬ 
tions,  with  the  rest  coming  from  an 
offering  received  through  local  churches 
on  Easter  Sunday. 

A  collection  for  retired  clergy  and 
spouses  displaced  by  Hurricanes  Katrina 
and  Rita  netted  $9,356.  This  offering 
was  taken  up  during  the  clergy  and  laity 
sessions  held  Monday  afternoon  of 
annual  conference. 

Louisiana  United  Methodists  helped 
in  the  battle  against  the  global  AIDS  epi¬ 
demic,  collecting  $6,347  for  “Generation 
of  Hope,”  a  church-wide  initiative  to 
assist  in  stopping  the  spread  of  AIDS. 
The  offering  was  received  during  the 
Memorial/Communion  Service,  held 
June  4  at  Asbury  UMC  in  Bossier  City. 

An  offering  for  the  Katrina  Church 
Recovery  Appeal,  a  connectional  initia¬ 
tive  through  the  Council  of  Bishops, 
totaled  $5,470.  Bishop  William  Oden 
spoke  about  the  appeal,  along  with 
showing  a  video  created  by  United 
Methodist  Communications  that  is  being 
played  at  every  annual  conference  event 
in  2006.  Scenes  from  hurricane  ravaged 
Louisiana,  Misssissippi  and  Alabama 
were  highlighted  in  the  video.  Funds 
from  the  Katrina  Church  Recovery 
Appeal  will  be  used  to  rebuild  damaged 
and  destroyed  United  Methodist  church¬ 
es  throughout  these  states. 

Those  wishing  to  contribute  to  these 
funds  may  do  so  by  sending  checks 
made  out  to  “La.  Annual  Conference,” 
writing  the  designated  fund  on  the 
check,  and  placing  in  the  offering  plate. 


Rev.  Dr. Theresa  McConnell  leads  worshippers  during  a  portion  of  the  Celebration  of 
the  50th  Anniversary  of  Full  Clergy  Rights  for  Women,  held  in  the  Gold  Dome  at 
Centenary  College  on  June  6.  Pictured  with  her,  left  to  right,  are  Revs.  Ellen  Alston, 
Darlene  Moore,  Carol  Cotton-Winn,  Erica  Jenkins  and  Ellen  Montegudo.  Members  of 
the  service  planning  committee  were  Rachel  Scott,  Drew  Sutton,  Fane  Peeples,  Revs. 
Mimi  McDowell,  Jayne  Trammell-Kelly,  Sandi  Huber  and  BethTu'uta  along  with 
McConnell,  Alston  and  Montegudo.  Below,  Rev.  Dr.  Odell  Simmons  leads  the 
Memorial/Communion  Service  held  June  4  at  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Bossier. Thirteen  clergy  and  12  clergy  spouses  were  memorialized. 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

Have  a  Blessed  Summer 


It’s  hard  to  believe  that  Annual 
Conference  2006  is  now  past  and  gone! 
All  the  anticipation,  preparation  and 
expectation  has  been  fulfilled  and  it  now 
is  being  readied  for  the  Conference 
Journal.  While  the  physical  aspect  of 
Conference  moves  into  recorded  history, 
its  spirit  and  joy  remain  very  alive!  1 
don’t  know  when  I  have  enjoyed  an 
Annual  Conference  session  as  much  as  I 
enjoyed  this  one.  There  was  just  a  spe¬ 
cial  glow  about  it  all  that  made  it  very 
meaningful. 

Now  we  enter  into  the  “long  hot  sum¬ 
mer”  with  all  its  new  beginnings  and  all 
the  anxieties  of  what  it  might  hold.  A 
totally  new  ministry  will  begin  in  New 
Orleans  and  in  Calcasieu  and  Cameron 
parishes.  The  “Mission  Zone”  that  we 
have  so  long  talked  about  will  now 
become  reality  as  the  “Clergy  Teams”  are 
put  in  place  and  the  eight  special  group¬ 
ings  of  churches  will  begin  to  function  as 
units,  joining  the  station  churches  and 
special  language  ministries.  1  am  excited 
to  see  this  finally  come  to  pass  and  firm¬ 
ly  believe  it  will  bring  us  new  life  and 
strength  as  a  church.  Please  keep  this 
new  mission  and  those  who  will  direct  it 
in  your  prayers. 

Joining  us  as  the  Director  of  the 
Mission  Zone  is  Dr.  Martha  Orphe.  She 
comes  to  us  from  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Conference  where  she  is 
completing  seven  years  as  District 
Superintendent  of  the  Pittsburgh  District. 
Dr.  Orphe  is  a  native  of  Louisiana,  hav¬ 
ing  been  bom  and  reared  in  St. 
Martinville.  Her  ordination  as  Deacon 
was  here  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  in 
1 984,  and  she  was  ordained  an  Elder  in 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  Conference. 
She  brings  great  enthusiasm,  mission 
commitment,  and  superb  leadership  skills 
to  a  monumental  task.  Please  keep  her  in 
your  prayers  as  well. 

All  over  our  state  there  are  new 
beginnings  of  ministries  as  pastors  take 
up  the  mantle  of  leadership  in  new 
churches  and  communities.  And,  of 
course,  there  are  those  who  are  returning 
to  the  church  in  which  they  gave  pastoral 
leadership  this  past  Conference  year.  I 
dare  say  every  one  of  them  will  see  this 
time  as  a  sort  of  “new  beginning”  and 
will  enter  into  the  new  Conference  year 
with  new  determination  and  commitment 
to  the  high  calling  of  pastoral  ministry. 
They  will  be  joined  by  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dedicated  laity  across  our 
great  state  who  desire  to  serve  the  Lord 
with  all  their  strength,  soul,  mind  and 
bodies.  As  these  two  powerful  forces, 
laity  and  clergy  come  together  in  like 
minds  and  with  like  mission,  there  will 
be  a  great  outpouring  of  God’s  Holy 
Spirit  on  their  efforts.  It  undoubtedly 
will  be  a  wonderful  year  for  the  growth 
of  Christ’s  holy  church. 

Already  there  is  a  tropical  storm 
brewing  in  the  Gulf.  Such  activity  does 
raise  our  sense  of  anxiety  just  a  notch  or 
two.  Prayerfully,  if  there  is  a  call  for 
evacuation  this  summer  and  fall,  we  will 
take  that  as  a  mandate  to  do  just  that  and 
we  will  move  ourselves  out  of  the  way  of 


the  potential  harm. 
Please  do  not  tempt 
fate  or  take  any 
unnecessary 
chances.  We  all 
have  learned  where 
an  ignored  warning 
can  lead  and  we  do 
not  want  to  place 
ourselves  in  harm’s 
way. 

At  the  same  time, 
let  us  not  live  our 
lives  in  fear  and  mistrust.  Even  in  the 
midst  of  tremendous  destruction  and 
great  heartache,  we  can  look  back  and 
say,  “God  has  brought  us  on  our  way.” 

Let  us  do  our  work  and  perform  our  min¬ 
istries  to  the  fullest  of  our  abilities  and 
trust  that  God  will  honor  our  efforts  with 
fruit.  Now  is  the  perfect  time  to  offer 
shelter  and  care  to  the  storm-ravaged 
souls  in  our  care.  I  join  you  in  offering 
myself  to  those  in  need  of  the  means  of 
grace  the  church  alone  supplies. 

Together  we  will  make  a  difference. 

As  the  days  unfold  before  us,  let  us 
take  this  prayer  of  St.  Frances  de  Sales 
(1567-1622)  to  our  strength  and  our 
instruction  and  move  boldly  into  tomor¬ 
row  knowing  that  God  is  with  us: 

Be  at  Peace 

Do  not  look  forward  in  fear  to  the 
changes  and  chances  of  this  life; 

Rather  look  to  them  with  full  hope  as 
they  arise.  God,  whose  very  own  you 
are, 

Will  deliver  you  out  of  them.  God  has 
kept  you  hitherto;  hold  fast  to  God’s  dear 
hand, 

and  He  will  lead  you  safely  through 
all  things. 

And  when  you  cannot  stand,  God  will 
bear  you  in  His  arms.  Do  not  fear  what 
may  happen  tomorrow; 

The  same  everlasting  Father  who 
cares  for  you  today, 

Will  take  care  of  you  tomorrow,  and 
every  day. 

Either  God  will  shield  you  from  suf¬ 
fering, 

or  He  will  give  you  an  unfailing 
strength  to  bear  it. 

Be  at  peace  then,  and  put  aside  all 
anxious  thoughts  and  imaginations. 

Every  time  I  am  with  you  as  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Louisiana  United  Methodism,  1  am 
humbly  and  gratefully  reminded  of  how 
much  God  has  blessed  Kay  and  me  by 
placing  us  among  you.  We  indeed  love 
you  with  the  fullness  of  our  hearts  and 
we  are  overjoyed  to  share  this  journey 
with  you.  In  the  midst  of  all  that  has 
happened,  God’s  presence,  blessing  and 
joy  stands  firm.  Praise  be  to  God!  Have 
a  blessed  summer. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

Bill  Hutchinson 

foUl  /JuiJL+A***-' 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Venard  Weber  Smith  McFee 


Academy  sets  retreat  dates 


The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership 
will  begin  a  new  series  of  retreats,  called 
The  Path  of  Spiritual  Leadership,  in 
September.  It  is  open  to  laity  and  clergy 
who  are  looking  for  a  safe  place  to  grow  in 
their  faith  journey  and  to  explore  where 
God  is  leading  them  in  the  future.  If  you 
are  looking  for  a  place  to  restore  your  soul 
and  experience  new  directions  for  your 
congregation  this  may  be  for  you.  Each 
retreat  begins  on  Thursday  at  5  p.m.  with 
registration  and  closes  at  noon  on  Saturday. 
The  four  retreats  offered,  the  respective 
retreat  leaders  and  the  dates  in  the  2006 
and  2007  series  are:  “Connecting  to  Our 
Souls,”  Rev.  Jane  Vennard  with  the  Iliff 
School  of  Theology  in  Denver,  Sept.  14- 
16,  2006;  “Connecting  to  Our  Calling,” 
Rev.  Dr.  Rob  Weber  of  Grace  Community 
UMC  in  Shreveport,  Nov.  16-18,  2006; 
“Connecting  to  the  Church  and 


Community,”  Dr.  Luther  Smith  of  Candler 
School  of  Theology,  Jan.  25-27,  2007;  and 
“Connecting  to  Our  Faith  Journey,”  Dr. 
Marcia  McFee  of  the  Worship  Institute, 
April  26-28,  2007. 

This  offering  is  for  persons  who  have  a 
longing  to  explore  the  meaning  of  spiritual 
leadership  as  it  impacts  both  their  own 
faith  journey  and  the  journey  of  their  con¬ 
gregations.  Participants  covenant  to  attend 
four  retreats  that  deal  with  themes  that 
address  the  vision  of  the  Louisiana  confer¬ 
ence  to  raise-up  spiritual  leaders  for  Christ. 

For  additional  information,  contact 
Carole  Cotton  Winn,  Director,  at  cotton- 
winn@bellsouth.net  or  Linda  Gregg, 
Administrative  Assistant,  at  lgregg3@bell- 
south.net.  Access  our  brochure  and  register 
online  at  www.la-umc.org.  Select  “Spiritual 
Formation”  from  the  menu. 


Youth  Director  wanted 


First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Slidell  seeks  an  enthusiastic  and 
committed  United  Methodist  with  a  vision  for  innovative,  creative 
programming  to  serve  as  Director  of  Youth  Ministries  and  Youth/Adult 
Christian  Education.  Full-time  opportunity  with  health  and  other 
benefits.  Interested  candidates  should  contact  Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun, 
senior  pastor,  or  Rev.  Pattye  Hewitt,  associate  pastor,  at  433  Erlanger 
Ave.,  Slidell,  La.  70458  or  call  (985)  643-6437.  Email  address  is 
func-slidell@yahoo.com.  Find  out  more  about  the  church  by  visiting 
firstumcslidell.org. 
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Text  of  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson's  Episcopal  Address  to  Annual  Conference 


BY  BISHOP  WILLIAM  W.  HUTCHINSON 

The  last  time  we  gathered  as  an  Annual 
Conference  was  August  27,  2005.  It  was  a 
bright  and  sunny  day  in  Baton  Rouge  as 
we  convened  the  special  called  session  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  After  con¬ 
ducting  our  business,  which  ironically  dealt 
with  the  potential  sale  of  Lafon  Nursing 
Home,  a  facility  in  New  Orleans  that  had 
become  a  major  concern  for  the  Annual 
Conference,  we  said  our  goodbyes.  I 
recall  saying,  as  I  was  about  to  pronounce 
the  benediction,  “Be  careful  as  you  go 
home.  There’s  a  storm  out  in  the  Gulf  and 
we  don’t  know  where  it  might  land.” 

1  didn’t  know  at  the  time  that  a  manda¬ 
tory  evacuation  of  the  New  Orleans  area 
had  been  called  for  while  we  were  in  ses¬ 
sion!  I  didn’t  know  at  the  time  that  some 
of  our  Conference  members  would  be 
unable  to  get  back  home  because  contra 
flow  had  already  started.  I  didn’t  know  at 
the  time  that  “the  storm  in  the  Gulf’  would 
become  the  most  destructive  natural  disas¬ 
ter  to  ever  hit  the  United  States! 

I  must  admit  that  my  attention  was 
focused  on  something  other  than  the  storm. 
Kay  and  1  had  just  faced  a  personal  storm 
of  our  own,  the  death  of  her  father.  1  left 
the  Conference  session  and  headed  imme¬ 
diately  for  Oklahoma  where  Kay’s  Dad 
was  to  be  buried  on  Monday,  August  29, 
2005. 

The  morning  of  August  29  dawned  in 
Woodward,  Oklahoma  with  the  television 
f  totally  consumed  with  the  news  of  the  dev¬ 
astating  arrival  of  Katrina.  As  we  made 
preparations  to  go  to  the  church  for  Art’s 
funeral,  we  were  watching  the  continuing 
news  updates  that  brought  the  breaking 
news  of  this  monstrous  storm.  After  the 
funeral,  and  before  we  loaded  in  cars  to 
make  the  three  hour  drive  to  Oklahoma 
City  where  Art  was  to  be  buried,  we  caught 
more  coverage.  It  was  bad.  But  the  worst 
was  yet  to  come,  at  least  as  far  as  New 
Orleans  was  concerned. 

August  29,  2005  may  not  be  a  “day  that 
will  live  in  infamy,”  but  it  will  remain  a 
hallmark  date  that  will  never  be  forgotten 
by  us  in  Louisiana,  or  those  in  Mississippi 
and  Alabama.  Our  lives  were  changed  on 
August  29,  2005. 

Three  weeks  later  we  were  facing 
another  storm.  Rita  was  boiling  in  the 
Gulf.  Forecasters  said  it  was  every  bit  as 
powerful  as  Katrina  and  could  even  be 
worse.  We  battened  down  the  hatches 
again  and  on  September  24,  2005  she  came 
ashore.  She  was  as  furious  as  they  pre¬ 
dicted,  and  at  the  last  minute  she  made  an 
unexpected  turn  and  came  ashore  in  south¬ 
west  Louisiana.  The  remainder  of  our 
coast  was  devastated  and  injury  and 
destruction  was  widespread.  She  even 
made  waters  rise  in  southeast  Louisiana 
again  and  flooded  parts  of  New  Orleans  for 
a  second  time.  She  was  nasty. 

From  those  two  events  forward  our 
agenda  as  an  Annual  Conference  changed 
radically  and  all  our  previous  plans  were 
put  on  hold  as  we  began  an  all  out  effort  of 
relief  and  recovery  that  is  unprecedented  in 
United  States  history.  And  we  haven’t 
stopped.  In  fact,  the  efforts  grow  more 
and  more  involved  and  more  and  more 
consuming  as  time  goes  by.  What  we 


thought  was  going  to  be  a  Herculean  effort 
has  turned  into  something  far  beyond  that 
and  something  none  of  us  were  prepared  to 
undertake,  much  less  fully  understand. 

“And  Are  We  Yet  Alive”,  that  historical 
hymn  with  which  we  have  opened  United 
Methodist  Conferences  since  the  founding 
Conference  of  our  foreparents,  took  on 
new  meaning.  Some  of  us  weren’t  yet 
alive.  Others  were  severely  injured  and 
impaired.  Still  others  were  transported  far 
away  where  we  could  no  longer  see  each 
other’s  face.  But  in  and  through  it  all  we 
have  lived  up  to  the  proclamation  that  we 
have  given  “glory  and  thanks  to  Jesus 
Christ  for  his  almighty  grace.” 

And  with  Charles  Wesley’s  words  for 
the  second  stanza  of  this  great  and  very 
appropriate  hymn  we  say: 

“Preserved  by  power  divine  to  full  salva¬ 
tion  here, 

Again  in  Jesus’  praise  we  join,  and  in  his 
sight  appear.” 

Praise  be  to  our  living  God  for  letting  us 
“in  his  sight  appear”  once  again  and  join  in 
Jesus’  praise! 

Last  year  I  laid  out  for  the  Conference 
several  concerns  and  several  suggested 
plans.  Little  did  I  know  that  most  of  them 
would  be  handled  in  a  very  different  way 
than  I  had  envisioned. 

The  Institutional  Task  Force 

For  the  past  few  years,  actually  since  I 
have  been  Bishop  in  Louisiana,  I  have 
been  concerned  about  the  number  of  insti¬ 
tutions  we  have  to  support  and  the  lack  of  a 
plan  to  adequately  support  and  fund  them. 
You  will  recall  that  I  had  asked  for,  and 
you  granted,  a  special  task  force  to  deal 
with  this  growing  concern.  We  had  met 
several  times  and  were  narrowing  in  on 
what  we  felt  would  be  some  valid  sugges¬ 
tions  concerning  the  future  of  some  of  the 
institutions.  But  alas,  Katrina  has  taken 
these  suggestions  in  her  own  hands  and  has 
directed  us  in  a  new  way. 

You  will  recall  that  our  meeting  on 
August  27,  2005  was  for  the  purpose  of 
recommending  the  sale  of  Lafon  Nursing 
Home.  That  proposal  passed  the 
Conference  unanimously  and  we  left  Baton 
Rouge  that  day  with  a  plan  to  allow  for  the 
sale  of  the  Home  if  the  proper  buyer  was 
located.  That  plan  has  become  moot. 
During  Katrina,  the  home  was  so  severely 
damaged,  as  was  the  area  of  the  city  in 
which  it  is  located,  that  selling  the  property 
is  a  very  questionable  possibility.  As  of 
now  we  are  weighing  any  option  that 
comes  to  us  and  are  hoping  to  resolve  our 
ownership  in  such  a  way  that  we  just  get 
out  from  under  the  liabilities  without  major 
cost  to  the  Annual  Conference. 

The  Methodist  Home  for  Children  in 
New  Orleans  was  also  severely  damaged 
and  the  kids  and  staff  there  were  evacuated 
to  Ruston,  where  the  Louisiana  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  graciously  received  them, 
provided  space  for  them  and  provided  serv¬ 
ices  with  them  for  several  months  while 
the  facility  in  New  Orleans  was  being 
repaired  enough  for  some  to  return. 

Earlier  this  year  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  New  Orleans  Home  requested  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Ruston  Home  to 
consider  working  out  plans  whereby  the 
New  Orleans  Home  would  be  absorbed  by 


the  Ruston  Home  and 
the  two  would 
become  one  corporate 
entity  and  under  one 
governing  board. 

That  request  was  posi¬ 
tively  received  by  the 
Ruston  board  and  as 
of  today  plans  are 
underway  to  make 
this  merger  possible. 

I  am  firmly  convinced 
this  is  a  gift  to  us  and 
to  the  ministry  with 
children  in  Louisiana. 

When  this  merger  is 
completed  we  will 
have  a  much  stronger 
presence  in  the  state 
and  will  have  a  much 
more  stable  fiscal  envi¬ 
ronment  in  which  our  ministry  is  per¬ 
formed.  Couple  this  merger  with  a  major 
gift  made  by  the  Henning  families  of 
Sulphur  and  Lake  Charles  that  will  make 
the  construction  of  a  new  facility  in  south¬ 
ern  Louisiana  possible  and  you  will  join 
me  in  thanking  God  for  this  blessing  that 
has  come  out  of  tragedy. 

Katrina  heavily  damaged  Dillard 
University,  one  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  historic  Black  Colleges.  The 
campus  took  on  major  flooding  and  was 
evacuated  as  well.  Many  of  the  Dillard 
students  were  transported  to  Centenary 
College  for  shelter  and  care.  Centenary 
was  a  gracious  and  generous  host  to  these 
displaced  young  men  and  women  and  we 
give  thanks  for  their  hospitality.  As  of 
now  Dillard  occupies  the  Hilton  Hotel  on 
the  riverfront  in  New  Orleans  and  is  doing 
wonderful  work  of  holding  the  University 
together.  When  they  will  be  able  to  return 
to  their  beautiful  oak  lined  campus  is  ques¬ 
tionable  at  this  time.  However,  repairs 
continue  on  the  main  campus  and  full 
occupation  is  expected  within  the  next 
year. 

St.  Mark’s  Community  Center,  a  project 
of  the  Women’s  Division  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  was  also  severely  dam¬ 
aged.  They  are  undergoing  renovation 
now  and  are  being  prepared  to  serve  as  a 
housing  center  for  volunteer  work  teams, 
just  as  Peoples  Community  Center  has 
been  prepared  for  like  service.  And  Dulac 
Community  Center  in  Dulac  is  preparing  to 
build  additional  dormitory  facilities  that 
will  house  work  teams  in  that  area  of  the 
state  as  volunteers  come  there  to  serve  the 
coastal  area  in  clean  up  and  rebuilding. 

Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  Institutional 
Task  Force  has  disbanded  “for  now”  as  the 
direction  and  concerns  of  our  institutions 
have  taken  on  totally  new  parameters  and 
needs.  We  will  continue  to  work  closely 
with  each  institution  as  the  future  unfolds. 

Strengthening  the  Black  Church 

The  plans  for  our  strengthening  the 
Black  Church  initiative  were  also  interrupt¬ 
ed.  The  Summit  planned  for  September  8- 
1 0,  2005  was  cancelled.  The  W.T.  Handy 
Convocation  scheduled  for  November  18- 
19,  2005  was  cancelled.  The  Committee 
stopped  meeting  in  favor  of  hurricane 
response,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  many 
of  the  task  force  members  had  been  dis- 


Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  stands  before  a  front  porch  facade 
topped  with  a  blue  tarp  roof,  a  wry  reference  to  Katrina  and  Rita. 

placed  to  other  states.  But  they  have 
reconvened  and  have  begun  plans  for  the 
coming  year.  Once  again  there  will  be  a 
W.  T.  Handy  Convocation  on  November 
17-18,  2006.  There  also  will  be  a  Summit 
meeting  for  all  African-American  clergy  on 
February  25-26,  2007  at  the  Wesley  Center 
in  Woodworth.  This  will  precede  our  bi¬ 
annual  clergy  gathering,  “Tending  Our 
Lives  Together”,  scheduled  for  February 
26-28,  2007. 

New  Church  Start 
I  announced  last  year  that  there  would 
be  a  New  Church  start  in  the  Slidell  area  in 
the  spring  of  2006.  Erase  that!  We  have 
some  new  church  starts  all  right!  They  are 
the  rebuilding  of  some  of  our  existing 
churches  that  were  totally  mined  in  the 
storm.  The  population  base  that  would 
have  supported  the  New  Church  is  “iffy”  at 
best  and  we  will  wait  until  things  seem  to 
stabilize  a  little  more  before  we  will  reeval¬ 
uate  that  in  the  Slidell  area. 

The  New  Orleans  Initiative 
Now  here’s  the  irony  of  all  ironies.  I 
spoke  last  year  of  the  first  steps  toward  a 
much  needed  urban  renewal  plan  for  New 
Orleans.  1  even  announced  an  Urban 
Academy  for  April  of  2006  and  promised 
that  we  would  come  to  Conference  with 
some  definite  proposals  and  plans  ready  for 
adoption!  Wow!  Did  that  ever  get  taken 
out  of  our  hands!  But  we  certainly  do  have 
major  plans!  The  reorganization  of  min¬ 
istry  in  New  Orleans  into  a  Mission  Zone 
is  a  major  new  plan  and  one  that  calls  for 
the  prayerful  support  of  all  of  us.  It  is 
truly  one  of  the  most  exciting  possibilities 
for  “newness”  that  I  know  and  1  personally 
am  very  committed  to  its  success. 

Let  me  take  a  personal  moment  to  say 
how  much  I  thank  the  churches  and  clergy 
of  the  New  Orleans,  Lake  Charles  and 
Acadiana  districts  for  “hanging  on”  and 
even  prospering  over  these  past  nine 
months.  The  leadership  in  all  these  dis¬ 
tricts  has  been  exceptional  and  we  all  owe 
you  a  tremendous  debt  of  gratitude  for  the 
witness  you  have  made  and  for  the  perse¬ 
verance  you  have  exhibited.  You  have 
been  in  our  thoughts  and  prayers  constantly 
and  we  pray  better  days  are  ahead. 

Also,  a  personal  word  of  thanks  to  the 
entire  church  in  Louisiana.  Your  response 
to  the  disasters  we  have  encountered  has 
been  Christ-like.  You  did  not  wait  to  be 
See  Bishop  page  6 
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Scenes  from  Annual  Conference 


Elders  in  full  connection 


Clergy  ordained  as  elders  in  full  connection  on  Tuesday  night  of  annual  conference 
were,  bottom,  left  to  right,  Angela  Bulhof,  Jean  Foreman,  Leslie  Stephens,  Erin  Oliver, 
and  top  row,  starting  second  from  left,  David  Melville,  Monica  Monk,  Benjamin  McGehee 
and  Henry  Stone.  Irvin  Boudreaux,  pictured  left  at  top,  was  brought  into  full  connection 
by  having  his  orders  recognized  from  another  denomination. 


Probationary  elders 


Commissioned  as  probationary  elders  during  the  Tuesday  evening  service  at  First  UMC 
in  Shreveport  were  bottom  row,  Jaqueline  Collins,  Susan  Ferguson,  Deborah  Williams, 
Aukena  Cieslukowski  and  top,  Stephen  Fife,  Ray  Varnado,  Franklin  Pennington  and 
Andrew  Durbin.  Diane  Bentley,  also  commissioned,  is  not  pictured. 


Deacon 
in  full 
Connection 


Linda  Joseph,  right, 
was  ordained  deacon 
in  full  connection  at 
the  Ordination/ 
Commissioning 
Service  held  Tuesday 
evening  at  First  UMC 
in  Shreveport. 


The  Dillard  University  choir  performs,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  S.  Carver  Davenport,  in 
the  Gold  Dome  on  Centenary's  campus  during  annual  conference. The  choir  and  other 
students  from  Dillard  evacuated  to  Centenary  College  in  the  aftermath  of  Katrina. 


Probationary  deacons 

Mimi  McDowell,  Patricia  Bates  and  Janet  Davis  were  commisioned  as  probationary  eld¬ 
ers  during  the  Ordination/Commissioning  Service.  McDowell,  Director  of  Church 
Relations  for  Centenary  College,  also  served  as  chair  for  this  year's  Worship  committee. 
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Buzzy  Anding,  Lay  Leader  for  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  delivers  an  address  dur¬ 
ing  the  Laity  Session.  Listening  on  are  Asa  Whitaker,  national  president  of  the  Annual 
Conference  Lay  Leaders  Assoc.,  Carolyn  Dove  and  Joyce  Robinson,  both  Board  of  Laity. 


Storm  recovery  staff  planned  a  'Katrina/Rita'  party,  held  Monday  night  of  annual  confer¬ 
ence  at  First  UMC  in  Shreveport.  Pictured  during  this  celebration  of  fellowship  and  vic¬ 
tory  over  adversity' are,  left  to  right,  Darrell  Guillory,  Eastbank  Station  Coordinator;  Rev. 
Amy  Mercer,  Storm  Center  Director  of  Operations;  Joyce  Robinson,  FEMA  representative; 
Rev.  Kathy  Fitzhugh,  Abbeville  Station  Coordinator;  Kathy  Powers,  Westbank  Station 
Administrative  Assistant;  Jake  McGlothin,  Westbank  Station  Coordinator;  and  Candy 
McCammon,  Executive  Administrative  Assistant  for  the  Storm  Center. Tables  were  cov¬ 
ered  with  blue  tarp  and  decorated  with  tools  of  recovery  and  Louisiana  memorabilia. 
Musical  entertainment  was  provided  by  Paul  Saik,  guest  musician  for  this  year's  annual 
conference,  and  Rev.  Connie  Saizon,  who  performed  a  humorous  'one-woman'  play. 


Dr.  Marvelene  Hughes,  president  of  Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans,  addressed  the 
members  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  reporting  that  restoration  efforts  on  cam 
pus  are  progressing  well.  She  also  reported  that  the  graduating  class  of  2006  will  hold 
commencement  exercises  "under  the  oaks"  on  Dillard's  campus  July  1,  with  Dr.  Bill 
Cosby  serving  as  keynote  speaker.  Hughes  thanked  Centenary  College  and  the  people 
of  Shreveport  for  their  hospitality  in  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane  Katrina. 


Rev.  Dr.  Dorothy  Watson  Tatem  of  the  East  Pennsylvania  Conference  preached  for  the 
50th  anniversary  celebration  of  clergy  rights  for  women  held  Tuesday  morning.  A  high¬ 
light  of  the  service  was  a  re-enactment— narrated  by  Rev.  Marva  Mitchell— of  excerpts 
of  the  actual  discussion  at  the  1956  General  Conference,  where  the  decision  to  grant  full 
rights  was  made.  A  video  production,  produced  by  Drew  Sutton  of  Grace  UMC  in 
Shreveport,  featured  Louisiana  women  in  all  levels  of  ministry. 


Youth  delegates  to  the  2006  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  are  pictured  above  with 
Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson.  Including  their  Districts,  the  delegates  are  Lauren  Gross, 
Alexandria; Taran  Cornejo,  Baton  Rouge;  Amelia  Bodin,  Acadiana;  Nik  Belanger, 
Acadiana;  Amanda  Meyer,  New  Orleans;  Zack  Mason,  Alexandria;  Hutchinson;  Chris 
Deano,  New  Orleans;  Carter  Dean,  Baton  Rouge;  Dustin  Broch,  Lake  Charles. 
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Bishop,  from  page  3 

asked  to  be  a  servant.  You  became  one 
immediately.  You  did  not  wait  to  be  told 
what  to  do.  You  did  it  immediately.  You 
did  not  wait  to  be  invited  to  send  help  in 
the  form  of  people  and  money.  You  did  so 
immediately.  You  have  been  a  great  bless¬ 
ing  and  I  thank  you  on  behalf  of  the  church 
and  on  behalf  of  all  those  you  have  served. 

The  days  ahead  of  us  are  crucial.  We 
must  show  to  the  world  around  us  a  united 
and  unified  spirit  of  Christian  love  and  out¬ 
reach.  My  prayer  is  that  we  will  resemble 
the  illustration  in  Michael  Frost  and  Alan 
Hirsch’s  book.  The  Shaping  of  Things  to 
Come. 

They  give  two  examples  of  how  ranchers 
keep  cattle. 

The  first  example  is  a  fence.  On  small 
ranches,  the  rancher  builds  a  fence  to  keep 
cattle  in.  It  is  clear  which  cattle  are  in  and 
which  are  out.  Many  of  our  churches  are 
built  on  this  model  and  it  is  very  clear  to  us 
who  is  out  and  who  is  in. 

The  second  example  is  a  well.  In  the 
outback  of  Australia,  ranches  are  so  large 
that  a  rancher  cannot  fence  in  the  property, 
so  they  simply  drill  a  well.  They  trust  the 
cattle  will  not  stray  too  far  from  the  well  or 
else  they  will  die. 

It  is  my  fervent  prayer  that  the  new 
Mission  Zone  we  are  creating  in  New 
Orleans  and  that  will  extend  into  Calcasieu 
and  Cameron  parishes  will  be  built  on  the 
well  model.  We  want  to  dig  deep  wells 
that  will  offer  the  sweetest  water  of  salva¬ 
tion  to  all  thirsty  souls.  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
water  for  which  the  world  thirsts.  And  if 
the  well  of  our  church  holds  sweet  water, 
all  will  want  to  flock  there  for  the  slaking 
of  their  thirst. 

This  is  a  model  that  isn’t  built  on  regu¬ 
lation,  but  on  invitation.  We  want  to  be 
the  most  inviting  people  in  the  Mission 
Zones  and  beyond. 

And  while  I  am  here,  let  me  speak  to 
one  situation  that  has  caused  considerable 
concern  among  some  —  the  location  of  the 
New  Orleans  District  Parsonage.  In  the 
process  of  securing  the  new  District 
Parsonage,  necessitated  by  the  destruction 
of  the  former  home,  the  Conference  Board 
of  Trustees  conferred  with  the  District 
Board  of  Trustees.  After  looking  for  a 
suitable  home  it  was  decided  that  the  best 
purchase  would  be  a  site  on  the  North 
Shore.  After  the  house  was  under  contract, 
the  Conference  Board  of  Tmstees  consulted 
with  the  District  Board  of  Church  Location 
and  Building  which  returned  a  negative 
vote  on  the  purchase  given  the  location  of 
the  home.  All  that  followed  is  a  compli¬ 
cated  set  of  circumstances  and  too  long  to 
go  into  at  this  point.  Suffice  it  to  say  that 
this  purchase  has  caused  some  hurt  feelings 
and  some  angry  reactions.  Realizing  the 
divisiveness  of  such  an  issue,  I  have  asked 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph  Ford,  the  new  District 
Superintendent  and  spouse  of  the  New 
Orleans  District,  to  hold  a  series  of  consul¬ 
tations  with  various  groups  in  the  District 
to  determine  if  the  purchase  on  the  North 
Shore  is  detrimental  to  the  ministry  and 
outreach  of  the  New  Orleans  District. 

They  graciously  have  consented  to  do  so. 

Consequently,  they  have  had  their  first 
meeting  with  the  Committee  on 
Superintendency  of  the  New  Orleans 


District.  They  will  have  further  meetings 
as  their  first  year  proceeds  to  further  evalu¬ 
ate  the  needs  of  the  District  and  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  the  District  Parsonage.  Should  the 
District  decide  through  this  process  that  the 
location  of  the  parsonage  needs  to  be 
moved,  they  have  again  graciously  con¬ 
sented  to  effect  such  a  move  when  possible 
and  practical.  It  is  their  desire,  just  as  it  is 
the  desire  of  all  of  us,  that  the  Kingdom  of 
God  not  be  affected  by  the  location  of  a 
home. 

My  request  of  you  is  that  you  allow  this 
process  to  work  and  that  you  not  try  and 
make  this  District  matter  a  matter  to  be 
debated  by  the  Annual  Conference.  I  can 
assure  us  all  that  the  delegates  to  this 
Annual  Conference  will  not  know  the  best 
thing  to  do  for  the  New  Orleans  District. 

That  is  a  matter  that  should  be  decided 
within  the  District  with  the  people  who  are 
directly  affected. 

In  addition  to  all  these  changed  plans 
and  these  difficult  months,  we  have  had 
some  wonderful  happenings  as  well. 

A.  We  had  a  very  meaningful  retreat 
with  the  clergy  families  who  were  affected 
directly  by  hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita. 

B.  We  had  four  meaningful  Faith  and 
Fasting  retreats  -  three  with  clergy  and  one 
with  laity.  We  learned  about  and  practiced 
one  of  the  means  of  grace  that  Mr.  Wesley 
said  all  should  observe. 

C.  We  held  a  very  successful 
Discemer’s  Academy  and  the  work  of  the 
Academy  for  Spiritual  Formation  and  the 
work  of  the  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness  has  continued  uninterrupted 
and  with  renewed  strength  as  they  have 
risen  to  the  unique  needs  of  our  spiritual 
lives. 

D.  Our  Volunteers  in  Mission  program 
has  remained  strong,  sending  teams  both 
outside  our  Conference  as  well  as  bringing 
teams  into  our  Conference.  Our  Conference 
Youth  program  continues  to  flourish  and 
grow.  We  have  seen  new  efforts  in 
Christian  Education.  And  our  Church 
Extension  and  Transformation  work  has 
continued  to  attract  new  participants  in 
Transformation  and  new  visions  for  New 
Church  starts. 

E.  We  are  planning  for  the  dedication  of 
the  church  in  Cambodia  that  our 
Conference  has  paid  for  through  your  gen¬ 
erous  mission  giving. 

F.  We  are  ready  to  move  ahead  at  the 
Wesley  Center  with  a  new  lodge  building 
and  a  new  pavilion.  It  is  my  understand¬ 
ing  that  the  Wesley  Center  will  come  to 
Conference  next  June  with  definite  plans 
for  the  financing  and  construction  of  these 
much  needed  facilities  for  our  growing 
ministry  in  Woodworth. 

G.  And,  once  again,  we  have  paid  out 
our  apportionments  at  more  than  95%. 

For  2005  our  payout  was  at  95.69%,  which 
was  slightly  better  than  the  year  before! 

We  absolutely  astounded  the  general 
church  with  this  faithful  record.  And  hear 
this.  There  were  two  Districts  who  paid 

1 00%  of  all  their  apportionments.  One 
was  the  Baton  Rouge  District  and  the  other 
-  the  Lake  Charles!  Yes,  even  with  the 
ravages  of  Rita,  Lake  Charles  churches  felt 
this  part  of  their  mission  and  ministry  was 
so  important  that  they  paid  at  100%!!  You 
owe  yourselves  and  each  other  a  huge  hand 
of  congratulations  for  this  marvelous 


record.  1  couldn’t  be  more  proud  of  you! 

H.  There’s  one  more  thing  of  which  we 
can  be  very  proud.  In  the  midst  of  every¬ 
thing,  we  held  our  own  with  church  mem¬ 
bership.  In  2005  we  did  have  a  decline, 
but  only  of  225  members!  And  our  aver¬ 
age  attendance  at  worship  services 
increased!  I’d  say  that  was  exceptional  in 
the  midst  of  all  that  we  have  endured.  And 
here’s  something  that  would  have  made  a 
difference.  In  2004  our  churches  added 
1,993  new  disciples  for  Jesus  Christ 
through  Professions  of  Faith.  In  2005  we 
added  1 ,624,  or  369  less!  If  we  had  just 
kept  pace  with  our  evangelism  efforts  and 
had  added  new  followers  of  Christ  to  our 
churches,  we  would  have  gained  in  mem¬ 
bership!  So  it  isn’t  that  people  are  leaving 
the  United  Methodist  Church  that  is  mak¬ 
ing  us  decline  in  membership  -  not  in 
Louisiana.  It’s  in  the  fact  that  we  are  not 
winning  new  people  to  Christ  as  we  are 
commissioned  and  commanded  to  do! 

Again,  we  can  do  much  better  at  that. 

1.  And  last,  but  certainly  not  least,  we 
have  put  in  place  a  Storm  Center  in  Baton 
Rouge  and  established  six  recovery  centers 
scattered  across  the  state.  One  in  Slidell, 
three  in  New  Orleans,  one  in  Abbeville, 
and  one  in  Lake  Charles.  UMCOR  has 
been  the  major  funding  source  that  has 
made  this  possible 
and  within  two 
years  time  we  will 
have  been  given 
some  $14  million 
dollars  plus  by 
UMCOR  to  bring 
emergency  relief 
and  long  term  case 
management  to  our 
state.  There  will 
be  much  more  of 
this  information 
shared  at  an  appro¬ 
priate  point  in  the 
Conference  agen¬ 
da,  so  I  won’t  take 
the  time  here.  I 
just  wanted  to  acknowledge  this  gargantuan 
accomplishment  to  you  and  say,  “Thanks 
be  to  God  for  God’s  immeasurable  grace.” 

There  is  one  severe  disappointment  1  do 
want  to  share.  At  the  last  regular  session 
of  our  Annual  Conference  we  voted  to 
establish  the  office  of  Director  of 
Multicultural  Ministries.  We  had  set  a 
process  in  place  for  advertisement  of  this 
position  but  had  not  activated  it  when 
Katrina  rolled  in,  followed  three  weeks 
later  by  Rita.  When  the  immensity  of 
these  storms,  and  the  financial  impact  they 
were  going  to  make  on  our  Conference 
became  apparent  to  me,  I  made  the  singular 
decision  that  we  would  not  put  this  office 
in  place.  This  was  a  $  1 00,000  expenditure 
we  did  not  have  to  make  and  I  deemed  it 
best  to  put  the  position  on  hold.  I  did 
check  with  the  Conference  Ministry  Team 
for  their  advice  and  they  supported  my 
decision.  Hence,  this  position  is  still  in  the 
wings,  waiting  for  a  better  day  when  we 
can  fund  it  without  worry. 

Yes,  in  spite  of  it  all,  we  have  had  a 
good  year  and  God  has  blessed  us.  We 
come  together  battered  and  bruised  but  not 
defeated  and  bowed.  Our  work  may  be  a 
little  more  defined  now,  but  the  future  is 
still  wide  open  to  creativity  and  newness. 


We  will  keep  our  doors  open  to  God’s  lead¬ 
ings  and  we  will  address  the  multitude  of 
needs,  even  as  we  focus  on  our  own  very 
specific  needs. 

But  for  a  few  minutes  I  want  to  take  off 
my  Bishop’s  hat  as  temporal  leader  and  put 
on  my  hat  as  spiritual  leader,  which  I 
believe  is  the  basic  role  of  the  Bishop  any¬ 
way,  and  1  want  to  talk  with  us  as  a 
Conference  about  how  we  go  forward  from 
here. 

Bishop  Alfred  Norris  used  to  say  to  us 
in  the  Annual  Conference  of  which  I  was  a 
clergy  member  and  over  which  he 
presided,  “I  don’t  want  to  preach  or  teach. 

I  just  want  to  talk  with  you.”  1  don’t  want 
to  preach  and  I  really  don’t  want  to  say 
more  in  the  traditional  vein  of  an  Episcopal 
Address.  The  time  for  laying  out  plans 
and  cheering  our  victories  doesn’t  seem  to 
be  totally  in  sync  with  the  present  moment. 
I  just  want  to  talk  with  you  a  few  minutes. 

Once  again  our  historical  hymn  speaks: 

“What  troubles  have  we  seen,  what 
mighty  conflicts  past, 

Fightings  without,  and  fears  within,  since 
we  assembled  last! 

Yet  out  of  all  the  Lord  hath  brought  us 
by  his  love; 

And  still  he  doth  his  help  afford,  and  hides 
our  life  above” 


We’ve  been  through  some  very  ragged 
and  rugged  terrain  together.  Emotions  are 
flayed  and  tongues  have  been  loosened  a 
little  too  much.  Trust  has  been  strained 
and  confidence  has  been  shaken.  We’ve 
wanted  our  lives  put  back  together  “right 
now”  and  all  we’ve  been  able  to  offer  from 
my  office  and  the  Conference  staff  are 
those  now  famous  words,  “for  now.” 

Clergy  and  laity  have  worked  beyond 
expectation  in  most  cases,  and  beyond 
capacity  in  all  cases.  And  still  the  future 
looms  unsteady,  unsecured,  and  unknown. 
And  we’re  entering  into  that  frightful  peri¬ 
od  that  we  almost  came  to  ignore  and  defy, 
known  as  “Hurricane  Season.”  And  we 
are  still  in  that  slow  period  and  frustrating 
period  known  as  “Recovery”,  and  it  will  go 
on  for  several  years  ahead  of  us  with  no  let 
up  in  intensity  in  sight. 

Several  years  ago  Kathleen  Norris,  one 
of  my  favorite  authors,  wrote  a  beautiful 
book  she  entitled,  Dakota:  A  Spiritual 
Geography,  (Ticknor  and  Fields,  1993).  In 
this  book  about  life  on  the  Great  Plains  and 
the  hardships  of  such  a  life  she  tells  of  a 
handwritten  prayer  found  in  her  grand¬ 
mother’s  Bible.  It  so  spoke  to  me  the  first 
time  I  read  it  that  I  wrote  down  the  line  and 

See  Bishop  page  7 


Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  stands  at  the  podium  during  annual 
conference  to  deliver  his  Episcopal  Address. 
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Members  of  the  annual  conference  vote  on  one  of  four  petitions  presented  during  the  business  sessions.  Petitions  were  passed  promoting  the  preservation  of  key  local  church  doc¬ 
uments,  encouraging  The  Wesley  Center  and  local  churches  in  recycling  and  the  use  of  non-disposable  dishes  and  cups  to  help  the  environment,  and  supporting  the  planned 
Alignment  1  of  the  Morganza  to  the  Gulf  Hurricane  Portection  Levee  System  that  will  include  the  protection  of  South  Louisiana  and  Dulac. 


Conference,  from  page  1 

Rev.  Paul  Dirdak,  director  of  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  praised 
storm  recovery  efforts  throughout 
Louisiana.  Staff  representing  the  Louisiana 
Storm  Recovery  Center  and  the  six  Storm 
Recovery  Stations,  situated  throughout  the 
affected  areas,  reported  that  nearly  1  mil¬ 
lion  volunteer  hours  have  been  recorded  in 
our  state  through  the  efforts  of  mission 
teams  that  have  come  from  all  over  the 
nation  and  from  as  far  away  as  Mexico  and 
South  Africa. 

Bishop  Hutchinson  reviewed  the  reor¬ 
ganization  of  ministry  in  New  Orleans  into 
a  Mission  Zone,  which  will  use  a  coopera¬ 
tive  parish  structure.  This  system,  under  the 
direction  of  Rev.  Martha  Orphe,  will  be 
implemented  to  rebuild  the  church  in  New 
Orleans  and  in  Calcasieu  and  Cameron 
parishes. 

Dr.  Marvelene  Hughes,  president  of 
Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans,  report¬ 
ed  that  restoration  efforts  on  campus  are 
progressing  well.  She  also  reported  that  the 

Bishop,  from  page  6 

put  it  on  the  refrigerator  so  I  could  see  it 
every  time  I  opened  that  door.  It  is  a 
prayer  that  Kay  had  scripted  for  me  in 
beautiful  calligraphy  and  it  now  sits  in  my 
office  so  I  can  see  it  every  day  as  I  do  my 
work  for  God’s  kingdom.  It  simply  and 
reflectively  says: 

“Keep  me  friendly  to  myself,  keep  me 
gentle  in  disappointment.” 

I  believe  this  has  a  great  message  for  us 
in  light  of  all  we  have  seen  and  experi¬ 
enced.  The  scripture  puts  it  similarly  in 
this  phrase;  “There  is  great  gain  in  godli¬ 
ness  with  contentment.”  Or,  as  Eugene 
Peterson  translates  it,  “A  devout  life  does 
bring  wealth,  but  it’s  the  rich  simplicity  of 
being  yourself  before  God.”  (The 
Message) 

When  we  remain  friends  with  ourselves 
no  matter  what  is  happening  around,  to,  or 
for  us;  and  when  we  are  gentle  in  disap¬ 
pointment,  then  we  are  on  the  road  to  ‘god¬ 
liness  with  contentment.’  It  is  when  we 
try  to  make  everyone  else  and  every  cir¬ 
cumstance  in  which  we  find  ourselves 
responsible  for  who  and  what  we  are  that 
we  get  led  away  from  both  godliness  and 
contentment. 

It  is  very  important  to  remember  that 
contentment  and  godliness  are  not  attrib¬ 
utes  imposed  from  outside  our  self.  Both 
come  from  within  our  self.  Neither  is 
dependent  on  what  another  does  to  you  or 


graduating  class  of  2006  will  hold  com¬ 
mencement  exercises  “under  the  oaks”  on 
Dillard’s  campus  July  1,  with  Dr.  Bill 
Cosby  serving  as  keynote  speaker. 

In  his  Episcopal  Address,  Bishop 
Hutchinson  reported  that  plans  to  merge 
the  Methodist  Home  for  Children  in  New 
Orleans  with  the  Louisiana  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  in  Ruston  are  near  com¬ 
pletion.  A  major  financial  gift  will  help 
fund  the  construction  of  a  new  facility  in 
south  Louisiana.  Both  St.  Mark’s 
Community  Center  and  Peoples 
Community  Center  in  New  Orleans  will 
serve  as  housing  centers  for  volunteer  work 
teams  as  they  work  to  rebuild  their  min¬ 
istries  for  children. 

Dulac  Community  Center,  serving  a 
largely  Native  American  population,  is 
rebuilding  from  Hurricane  Rita.  Additional 
dormitory  facilities  are  currently  under  con¬ 
struction  to  house  volunteers  involved  in  a 
clean  up  and  rebuilding  of  the  southeastern 
coastal  area. 

Despite  financial  blows  delivered  by  the 
dual  hurricanes,  the  Louisiana  Annual 

for  you.  In  the  words  of  the  great  hymn, 
“How  Firm  a  Foundation”  - 

‘The  soul  that  on  Jesus  still  leans  for 
repose 

I  will  not,  I  will  not  desert  to  its  foes 
That  soul  though  all  Hell  should  endeavor 
to  shake 

I’ll  never,  no,  never,  no,  never  forsake.” 

Our  faith  and  our  strength  come  from 
within  and  are  energized  graces  from  God 
to  us. 

The  fact  that  our  strength  comes  from 
within  is  certainly  true  of  the  living  organ¬ 
ism  called  “the  church.”  1,  along  with 
many  of  you,  have  been  very  frustrated 
with  the  slowness  of  much  that  has  hap¬ 
pened  post  Katrina  and  Rita.  1  have  been 
angered  and  disgusted  by  some  of  the 
things  and  some  of  the  people  we  have 
encountered  along  the  way.  And  that  reac¬ 
tion  does  not  serve  to  a  positive  end  but 
spills  over  into  the  real  mission  of  the 
church  and  dilutes  that  which  we  are  to  be 
about.  My  disgust  has  negatively  impact¬ 
ed  my  own  spiritual  state.  It  has  made  me 
think  less  than  Godly  thoughts  toward  the 
forces  of  obstruction.  1  have  allowed  them 
to  drag  me  into  a  state  of  discontent,  and  I 
know  some  of  you  feel  the  same. 
Collectively,  that  has  had  a  less  than  posi¬ 
tive  impact  in  the  body  of  the  church.  We 
tie  up  our  energies  there  and  put  the  real 
mission  of  transforming  lives  on  hold. 

I  return  to  my  original  statement. 
Godliness  with  contentment  is  not  deter- 


Conference  celebrated  that  apportionments 
were  paid  out  at  95.69  percent,  and  that 
two  Districts  paid  1 00  percent.  One  of 
those  Districts,  Lake  Charles,  was  heavily 
impacted  by  Hurricane  Rita. 

The  Office  for  Sustaining  Pastoral 
Excellence  lifted  up  the  successes  of  the 
Discemer’s  Academy,  along  with  The 
Academy  for  Spiritual  Formation  and  the 
Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness. 

Bishop  William  Oden,  bishop  in  resi¬ 
dence  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
developed  the  theme  of  justifying  grace 
during  Wednesday  morning  Bible  study. 

Rev.  Dr.  Dorothy  Watson  Tatem  of  the 
East  Pennsylvania  Conference  preached  for 
the  50th  anniversary  celebration  of  clergy 
rights  for  women  held  Tuesday  morning. 

A  highlight  of  the  service  was  a  re-enact¬ 
ment — narrated  by  Rev.  Marva  Mitchell — 
of  excerpts  of  the  actual  discussion  at  the 
1 956  General  Conference,  where  the  deci¬ 
sion  to  grant  full  rights  was  made. 

Rev.  Odell  Simmons  led  this  year’s 
Memorial/Communion  Service  on  Sunday 
evening  at  Asbury  UMC  in  Bossier.  The 

mined  by  what  a  group  or  an  individual 
does  to  you  or  for  you.  That  arises  from 
within  one’s  self  and  one’s  relation  to  God. 
That  is  true  of  the  body  called  the  church. 

It  is  also  true  of  individuals.  I  have, 
more  than  once,  succumbed  to  discontent 
and  a  less-than-godly  state  because  of  hurt 
or  disappointment  perpetrated  against  me 
by  an  individual  or  a  group.  When  that 
happens,  I  pray  for  God’s  enlightenment  as 
to  what  I  need  to  do  to  rise  above  the  hurt. 
The  answer  is  still  the  same. 

My  relationship  with  God  that  gives  me 
contentment  must  not  be  controlled  by 
what  an  individual  or  a  group  of  individu¬ 
als  do  to  me.  My  spiritual  state  is  up  to 
me  and  me  alone  as  I  immerse  myself  in 
God's  presence  through  prayer,  study,  and 
meditation  and  as  I  find  other  persons  with 
whom  to  share  this  journey,  whose  own 
objective  is  toward  godliness. 

We  will  always  have  to  deal  with  the 
lack  of  godliness  and  the  rip-roaring  state 
of  frantic  search  for  meaning  with  which 
we  are  surrounded.  I  in  no  way  am  sug¬ 
gesting  we  just  draw  in  our  horns,  gaze  at 
our  navels,  and  let  the  rest  of  the  world  go 
hap-hazardly  and  perilously  by.  Our  mis¬ 
sion  is  always  to  be  in  the  very  midst  of 
that  frantic  activity,  but  always  with  the 
basic  mission  of  trying  to  win  souls  for 
Christ. 

What  I  am  saying  is  that  we  can  only  do 
that  effectively  when  we  have  our  own 
house  in  order  -  as  a  church  and  as  individ- 


prayer  shawl  and  quilting  ministry  for 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  present¬ 
ed  knitted  shawls  to  each  of  the  families  of 
the  deceased.  Thirteen  clergy  and  12  clergy 
spouses  were  memorialized. 

Buzzy  Anding,  conference  Lay  Leader, 
along  with  the  Board  of  Laity  gave  an  in 
depth  update  on  the  status  of  lay  ministries 
and  plans  for  the  future.  A  video  of  his 
address  may  be  found  on  the  conference 
website,  www.la-umc.org. 

Michael  Reeves,  CEO  and  president  of 
the  La.  United  Methodist  Foundation, 
announced  that  creative  new  materials 
including  poster  displays,  informational 
brochures,  ads  and  inserts  have  been  devel¬ 
oped  to  promote  planned  giving. 

Nine  elders  and  one  deacon  were 
ordained.  Eight  probationary  elders  and 
three  probationary  deacons  were  commis¬ 
sioned,  as  well  as  one  courtesy  probation¬ 
ary  elder.  Five  elders,  three  local  pastors 
and  two  deacons  retired. 

Membership  stands  at  126,834,  down 
225  from  the  previous  year.  Worship  atten¬ 
dance  stands  at  48,259,  up  227. 

uals  —  and  when  we  clearly  know  our  mis¬ 
sion  and  have  godly  contentment  within 
ourselves  so  we  can  approach  the  needs  of 
the  world. 

“Keep  me  friendly  to  myself,  keep  me 
gentle  in  disappointment.” 

My  prayer  for  us,  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  as  we  go  forward  from  this 
day  is  that  we  can  be  friendly  to  ourselves 
and  that  we  can  be  gentle  in  our  disap¬ 
pointment.  May  we  earnestly  search  for 
that  godliness  with  contentment  that  will 
enable  us  to  know  the  deeper  truths  in  life 
than  those  found  in  rotting  debris,  broken 
houses,  shattered  church  buildings, 
impaired  lives,  and  tarnished  dreams.  May 
we  find  our  true  mission  and  may  we  sacri¬ 
fice  everything  we  are  in  order  for  God  to 
bring  to  completion  that  good  work  that 
God  began  in  us.  Let  us  not  take  that 
completion  into  our  own  hands  and  impose 
on  it  our  own  understandings  of  what  it 
means  to  be  complete.  Let  us  bow  before 
the  living  God  and  earnestly  search  after 
God  s  will.  I  join  you  in  prayer  and  com¬ 
mitment  to  that  end. 

“Then  let  us  make  our  boast  of  his 
redeeming  power, 

which  saves  us  to  the  uttermost,  till  we  can 
sin  no  more. 

Let  us  take  up  the  cross  till  we  the 
crown  obtain. 

And  gladly  reckon  all  things  loss  so  we 
may  Jesus  gain.” 

AMEN  AND  AMEN. 
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Lay  Speakers  Conference 
Set  for  July  14-16 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Lay 
Speaking  Ministries  Conference  will  be 
held  July  14-16  at  the 
Mount  Sequoyah  Conference  and  Retreat 
Center  in  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

This  second  annual  meeting  of  the 
SCJLSM  will  be  offering  three  advanced 
courses.  A  course  on  Spiritual  Discipline 
will  be  taught  by  Sandy  Ziegler,  Director 
of  Lay  Leadership  Development  at  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Discipleship.  A  new  course,  “Lay  Speakers 
Teach  Adults,”  will  be  taught  by  the  author 
of  the  course.  Dr.  Diana  L.  Hynson.  Also, 
“Introducing  the  Bible”  by  William 
Barclay  will  be  taught  by  John  Bodnar, 
North  Texas  Conference  Director  of  Lay 
Speaking  Ministries. 

On  Friday  afternoon,  conference  and 
district  director  training  will  be  taught  by 
Jim  Lane,  author  of  the  Lay  Speaking 
Ministries  Guide  for  Conference  and 
District  Committees.  Jim  will  follow  with 
a  short  history  of  Lay  Speaking  Ministries 
in  the  Methodist  Church. 

Two  worship  services,  are  planned  with 
one  scheduled  for  Friday  evening  and  a 
Consecration  and  Communion  service  slat¬ 
ed  for  Sunday  morning. 

Registration  forms  may  be  obtained  by 
calling  (800)  760-8126. 

Information  being  gathered  for 
State  of  the  Church  Report 

NASHVILLE  —  An  international  con¬ 
sulting  firm  is  working  with  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Connectional  Table  to 
conduct  interviews  and  gather  information 
for  an  assessment  of  the  state  of  the 
denomination. 

Staff  from  The  Martec  Group  are  con¬ 
tacting  United  Methodists  to  collect  infor¬ 
mation  for  The  Connectional  Table’s  state 
of  the  church  project,  said  the  Rev.  Larry 
Hollon,  chief  executive  of  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

This  information,  Hollon  said,  is  one 
element  of  the  research  needed  for  the 
report.  The  Connectional  Table,  chaired  by 
Bishop  John  Hopkins  of  the  East  Ohio 
Area,  was  created  by  the  2004  General 
Conference  to  guide  the  denomination’s 
mission  and  ministries. 

The  first  draft  of  the  State  of  the  Church 
report  is  expected  to  be  completed  by  the 
end  of  this  year,  Hollon  said. 

In  addition  to  conducting  the  personal 
interviews,  The  Martec  Group  is  gathering 
information  through  Internet  bulletin 
boards,  surveys  and  other  research  meth¬ 
ods. 

Martec ’s  findings  will  describe  the 
thoughts,  feelings,  values,  and  judgments 
of  active  and  inactive  members  of  the 
UMC,  Hollon  said.  Martec  will  also  inter¬ 
view  bishops,  pastors,  district  superintend¬ 
ents,  annual  conference  treasurers  and 
administrative  service  directors,  connec¬ 
tional  ministries  directors,  and  designated 
lay  leaders. 

Martec  will  be  contacting  United 
Methodists  to  request  interviews  this  sum¬ 
mer.  The  company  is  based  in  Chicago, 

San  Francisco,  Detroit,  Frankfurt,  Tokyo, 
and  Beijing. 


Dirdak  brings  greetings  from  UMCOR  at  Annual  Conference 

Rev.  Paul  Dirdak,  director  of  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  is  pictured  with  Leola  Sumter,  supervising  case  manager  for  the 
Uptown  Storm  Recovery  Station,  and  Brandi  Russell,  coordinator  for  the  Lake  Charles  Storm  Recovery  Station.  Dirkak  spoke  at  annu¬ 
al  conference  praising  storm  recovery  efforts  throughout  Louisiana.  Staff  representing  the  Louisiana  Storm  Recovery  Center  and  the 
six  Storm  Recovery  Stations,  situated  throughout  the  affected  areas,  reported  that  nearly  1  million  volunteer  hours  have  been 
recorded  in  our  state  through  the  efforts  of  mission  teams  that  have  come  from  all  over  the  nation  and  from  as  far  away  as  Mexico 
and  South  Africa. 
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The  Kids  Are 
Grown  and  Gone  . . . 
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UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana - 


And  you  don't  go  to 
the  summer 
vacation  home  much 
anymore? 

Before  you  sell  it,  you 
should  know  your 
vacation  home  can  open 
the  door  to  a  unique 
giving  opportunity  to 
help  your  church  and 
provide  a  guaranteed, 
lifetime  income  for  you. 

To  find  out  more, 
contact  your  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana. 


8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 
225.346.1535  ■  800.256.9317 

www.umf.org 
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For  the  latest 
information  regarding 
hurricane  recovery 
efforts,  visit  the  La. 
Conference  web  site  at 
www.la-umc.org 
or  contact  the  United 


Methodist  Storm  Center 

at  (225)  346-5193 
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African-American  staff  to  provide  'Project  Relief'  on  coast 


By  LINDA  GREEN 

When  Hurricane  Katrina  hit  the  Gulf 
Coast,  it  caused  considerable  damage  to 
homes  and  neighborhoods,  especially  areas 
where  people  of  color  are  the  majority. 

Work  teams  have  been  heading  to  the 
hardest-hit  areas  on  a  weekly  basis  since 


the  August  storm,  and  although  grateful  for 
the  assistance,  many  relief  workers  and  vic¬ 
tims  say  they  are  not  seeing  all-black  teams 
doing  recovery  work.  African  Americans 
are  sprinkled  among  teams  providing  relief. 

In  response,  African-American  execu¬ 
tive  and  professional  staff  from  the  United 


Methodist  Church  are  heading  to  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi  July  20-25  for  “Project 
Relief.” 

Their  goal  will  be  “to  model  good  lead¬ 
ership  and  to  challenge  and  encourage 
African-  American  congregations  to  have  a 

See  Project  Relief,  page  6 


Rebuilding  programs 
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Rev.  Pattye  Hewitt,  associate  pastor  of 
First  UMC  in  Slidell,  spoke  with  Rev. 
Randy  Day,  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
shortly  after  the  church  was  flooded  by 
Hurricane  Katrina.  Left,  Disciple  Bible 
facilitator  trainers  Revs.  Bob  Winstead, 
left,  and  Phil  Schroeder,  right  will  lead 
training  in  August  at  First  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge.  Above,  a  sign  posted  at  First 
UMC  Slidell  after  the  storm  warned  of 
possible  toxic  conditions  in  church. 


UM  Publishing  House  sponsors  Disciple  training 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

The  seeds  for  a  very  special  Disciple 
Bible  Study  Facilitator  Training  were 
sewn  when  Rev.  Phil  Schroeder  from  the 
North  Georgia  Conference  visited  his 
friend  and  student  Rev.  Pattye  Hewitt  at 
her  church  in  Slidell,  Louisiana.  The  visit 
took  place  last  September  shortly  after 
Hurricane  Katrina  struck  the  city  which  is 
located  north  of  New  Orleans,  across 
from  Lake  Ponchartrain. 

Hewitt’s  church,  First  United 


Methodist,  stood  in  near  ruins.  “As  I 
walked  through  the  shell  of  the  church,  1 
started  thinking,  ‘What  can  my  church  do 
to  help?,’”  said  Schroeder,  pastor  of 
Grayson  United  Methodist  Church. 

Shortly  after  Schroeder ’s  visit,  a  car 
load  of  refurbished  computers  and  print¬ 
ers  arrived  at  Hewitt’s  doorstep.  “The 
folks  at  Grayson  UMC  sent  the  badly 
needed  computers,  along  with  monetary 
donations.  We  also  received  a  shipment 
of  10  chainsaws  from  Rev.  Bob  Winstead 


and  his  church,  Haygood  UMC  in 
Atlanta,”  said  Hewitt. 

Winstead  and  Schroeder,  long  time 
friends  of  Hewitt,  served  as  her  instruc¬ 
tors  during  Course  of  Study  for  Local 
Pastor  at  Candler  School  of  Theology  in 
Atlanta.  “They  are  also  best  friends,  and 
they  both  serve  as  national  trainers  for 
Disciple  Bible  Study  facilitators,”  said 
Hewitt. 

Schroeder  began  to  call  Hewitt  every 

See  Disciple,  page  7 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Getting  the  news  that  a  friend  you 
have  known  for  most  of  your  life  has 
died  is  a  disturbing  moment.  Not  only 
do  you  grieve  the  loss  of  one  you  have 
assumed  would  make  the  entire  journey 
of  life  with  you,  but  you  begin  to  ponder 
your  own  mortality  as  well.  It  is  sober¬ 
ing  to  think  that  nothing  is  guaranteed  to 
us  but  the  present  moment  in  which  we 
live,  move,  and  have  our  being. 

Oh,  but  what  a  glorious  moment  the 
present  is!  The  “now”  is  w  hen  all  things 
can  happen.  The  “now”  is  when  “the 
rubber  hits  the  road.”  The  “now”  is 
when  the  match  is  set  to  the  fuse  and  the 
firework  goes  off.  The  "now”  is  all  we 
have.  The  old  song  says,  “Yesterday’s 
gone,  sw  eet  Jesus.”  And  it  is.  And 
tomorrow'  is  at  risk  as  well.  But  “today 
is  the  day  the  Lord  has  made,  let  us 
rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it!” 

I  received  an  email  tonight  that  told 
me  of  the  death  of  one  of  my  special 
friends  over  the  years.  He  and  1  met  in 
college.  We  were  in  the  same  fraternity 
at  the  University  of  Oklahoma  and  we 
lived  just  across  the  hall  from  each  other. 
Many  were  the  nights  we  sat  and  visited 
about  our  lives  and  what  we  were  going 
to  do  with  them.  Both  of  us  chose  to 
submit  to  the  calling  from  God  to  be  a 
part  of  God’s  clergy  ranks.  Both  of  us 
became  United  Methodist  clergy.  He 
went  to  one  seminary  and  I  another,  but 
we  kept  in  touch  through  friends.  He 
joined  the  Oklahoma  Conference  and  I 
the  New  Mexico.  The  day  came  when 
we  were  thrust  back  together  again 
through  general  church  work  and  our 
friendship  was  renewed.  He  took  a  spe¬ 
cial  interest  in  helping  me  be  elected  to 
the  episcopacy.  He  was  happily  and 
effectively  serving  one  of  Oklahoma’s 
leading  churches  when  he  died.  While  I 
did  not  see  him  often,  I  will  miss  him. 

He  is  a  part  of  me  and  I  of  him.  A  part 
of  me  goes  with  him. 

On  August  29,  2005,  and  again  on 
September  24,  2005, 1,  and  many  of  you 
saw  the  death  of  something  else  precious 
to  us.  For  many  of  us  a  way  of  life  died 
with  the  violent  winds  and  floodwaters 
from  the  failing  levees  and  for  others  a 
way  of  life  died  with  the  wind  and  storm 
surge  of  a  second  storm.  We’ve  been  in 
a  period  of  mourning  for  ten  months. 

And  the  wearing  of  black  continues  in 
many  ways,  and  will  continue  for  some 
time  to  come.  But  just  like  Scarlett 
O’Hara,  when  faced  with  the  lively 
music  of  a  dance  band  at  the  ball  not 
long  after  her  husband’s  death,  there  are 
some  toes  tapping  under  those  long  black 
dresses  and  the  “widow’s  weeds”  are 


beginning  to  fit  a  lit¬ 
tle  tightly  and  feel  a 
little  foreboding  and 
forbidding.  There’s 
a  new  stirring  of  life 
for  us  that  says, 
“Yesterday’s  gone, 
Sweet  Jesus,”  but 
we’re  ready  for  a 
new  day  and  a  new 
life.  Show  us  how  to 
achieve  it.  Show  us  how  to  live  it. 

Show  us  how  to  accept  it.  Show  us  how 
to  embrace  it.  Show  us  how  to  dance  to 
the  new  music. 

Signs  of  hope  abound  everywhere.  I 
am  highly  encouraged  by  a  recent  meet¬ 
ing  with  the  pastors  of  the  45  churches  in 
the  new  Mission  Zone  in  New  Orleans. 
Optimism  is  the  watchword  of  this  spe¬ 
cial  group  of  spiritual  leaders.  They  are 
ready  for  the  dance  to  begin  and  they  are 
ready  to  begin  shedding  the  garb  of 
mourning  and  ready  to  don  the  dress  of 
celebration.  Pastors  in  Southwest 
Louisiana  who  feel  the  same  stirring  join 
them.  They  will  never,  and  should  never, 
forget  what  has  gone  before  for  it  was 
precious.  But  they  are  ready  to  lay  to 
rest  the  mourning  and  press  on  to  the 
upward  call  for  a  new  day  in  Christ 
Jesus.  It  will  not  be  an  easy  transition. 
But  they  are  saying  to  me,  “We  will 
practice  celebration  until  we  have  it  in 
our  hearts,”  and  that  is  a  Wesleyan 
approach  to  life  from  which  we  all  can 
leam. 

The  Fourth  of  July  celebration  is  a 
brilliant  reminder  of  laying  to  rest  all  that 
has  been  and  picking  up  the  new  torch  of 
freedom  and  marching  forward.  Even 
with  Old  Glory  in  tatters,  the  poet  at  Fort 
McHenry  was  able  to  look  at  it  and  say, 
“O  say  can  you  see!”  Yes,  it  had  been  a 
hard  fight.  But  that  Star  Spangled 
Banner  still  waved  and  waves  for  us 
today.  And  today  is  what  we  have! 

Thank  God  for  yesterday.  Praise  God  for 
the  promise  of  tomorrow.  But,  mostly, 
praise  God  “for  Now!” 

Even  the  most  carefully  charted  jour¬ 
ney  can  find  unexpected  turns.  But  if  we 
accept  the  turn  as  an  introduction  to  a 
new  celebration,  then  we  can  face  today 
with  the  joy  of  the  Lord.  May  it  be  so 
for  us  in  Louisiana  particularly. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

Bill  Hutchinson 

fell 


This  is  the  Day 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Methodist  Health  System  Foundation,  Inc. 


Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  receives  a  check  from  Fred  Young  of  the  Methodist 
Health  System  Foundation,  Inc.  in  the  amount  of  $250,000  to  assist  in  the  storm 
recovery  effort.  The  funds  will  target  recovery  specifically  in  the  New  Orleans 
East,  Chalmette  and  St.  Bernard  areas. 


DVD  assists  with  fundraising  and  recruitment 


As  the  headlines  of  the  2005  storms  in 
South  Louisiana  fade  from  the  national 
news  media,  it  becomes  increasingly 
important  for  us  to  keep  the  stories  of 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita  alive. 

A  free  DVD  resource  is  available  to 
local  churches  as  part  of  a  project  funded 
by  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana.  The  DVD  contains  three  sepa¬ 
rate  videos  designed  to  help  churches  and 
other  groups  understand  the  scope  of  the 
tragedy  and  to  promote  involvement  in  the 
rebuilding  efforts. 

The  project  was  created  by  Rev.  Rob 
Weber,  pastor,  and  Drew  Sutton,  technical 
director  of  Grace  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Shreveport.  “Creating  these  videos  was 
a  labor  of  love.  We  simply  ask  that  you  use 
these  resources  to  share  the  stories  of  cri¬ 
sis,  struggle,  determination  and  hope  with 


groups  in  your  church  and  beyond,”  said 
Weber. 

“Winds  of  Change,”  the  first  video,  was 
created  within  a  few  weeks  of  the  hurri¬ 
canes  to  raise  awareness,  foster  shared 
vision  and  aid  in  fundraising  efforts. 

“Living  Hope”  is  a  motivational  music 
and  information  video. 

“Rita  Aftermath”  was  created  by  Fox 
News  reporter  Tim  Ezell,  the  son  of  Lake 
Charles  District  Superintendent  Rev.  Doug 
Ezell. 

All  those  who  attended  the  2006  La. 
Annual  Conference  at  Centenary  College 
in  Shreveport  received  a  complimentary 
copy  of  the  DVD,  so  all  pastors  and  lay 
members  have  access  to  the  DVD.  If  your 
church  did  not  receive  one,  please  contact 
Drew  Sutton  at  (318)  865-2070  to  obtain  a 
copy. 
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La.  storm  recovery  overview 


Rev.  Amy  Mercer,  right,  new  Director  of  Operations  for  the  La.  UM  Storm  Recovery 
Center,  is  pictured  with  Executive  Administrative  Assistant  Candy  McCammon  in  the 
Storm  Center  offices,  located  in  Baton  Rouge  adjacent  to  the  La.  Conference  Area 
Offices.  Mercer  and  McCammon  are  just  two  of  the  new  personnel  added  to  bolster 
recovery  efforts. 

Personnel  key  to  storm  center  success 


Immediately  after  Hurricanes  Katrina 
and  Rita  crashed  into  the  Louisiana  coast¬ 
line,  help  from  The  United  Methodist 
Church  was  on  the  way.  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  which 
helps  worldwide  when  disaster  strikes,  sent 
consultants  to  the  Gulf  Coast  to  implement 
a  disaster  response  plan  and  to  educate 
affected  annual  conferences  on  their  role  in 
disaster  recovery. 

Actually  serving  as  part  of  UMCOR, 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  has 
established  a  Storm  Recovery  Center, 
located  in  Baton  Rouge,  and  six  Storm 
Recovery  Stations,  located  in  the  New 
Orleans  and  Lake  Charles  areas.  Volunteers 
from  throughout  the  state,  the  nation,  and 
worldwide  call  in  to  the  Storm  Center  and 
Storm  Stations,  offering  financial  help  and 
physical  assistance  in  the  form  of  mission 
work  teams.  These  teams  are  tunneled 
through  the  Storm  Stations,  which  work 
with  storm  victims  who  have  requested 
help.  Some  of  the  teams  are  United 
Methodists  from  other  conferences;  others 
are  college  groups  or  civic  organizations. 
Teams  have  come  from  as  far  away  as 
Mexico,  the  Virgin  Islands  and  South 
Africa  to  help  Louisiana  get  back  on  its 
feet.  Close  to  1 ,000,000  volunteers  hours 
have  been  contributed  collectively  by  these 
teams  in  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference, 
alone. 

Approximately  70  staff,  including  30 
case  managers,  have  been  hired  to  run  the 
center  and  stations.  The  stations  accept 
applications  from  storm  victims,  using  case 
managers  to  assist  the  applicants  in  deter¬ 
mining  their  specific  needs.  Once  FEMA 
and  insurance  have  been  paid,  if  someone 
doesn’t  have  adequate  funding  or  assis¬ 
tance  for  recovery,  the  Storm  Stations  work 
with  Unmet  Needs  Committees  established 
in  each  community  to  find  help.  These 
committees — representing  organizations 
like  Volunteers  of  America,  Catholic 
Charities  and  The  United  Methodist 
Church — review  individual  cases  and  work 
to  provide  needed  assistance  when  people 
fall  through  the  cracks. 

Approximately  $64.5  million  as  been 
raised  throughout  the  United  Methodist 
connection,  designated  for  humanitarian 
relief  from  the  hurricanes.  The  funds  are 
shared  among  the  Annual  Conferences  that 
have  been  affected.  UMCOR  provided  $2 
million  initially  to  establish  our  centers, 
and  has  authorized  $14  million  to  our 
annual  conference  for  the  next  two  years. 
These  funds  go  toward  disaster  response 
and  cannot  be  used  for  rebuilding  or  assis¬ 


tance  of  local  congregations. 

That  left  our  conference  with  the  ques¬ 
tion,  “What  do  we  do  about  pastors  who 
have  been  displaced  and  congregations  that 
need  rebuilding?”  In  all,  87  pastors  were 
displaced.  In  order  to  take  care  of  salaries 
and  benefits  for  pastors  and  families, 
Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  started  the 
Louisiana  Bishop’s  Appeal,  which  was 
advertised  throughout  the  connection. 
Through  this  appeal,  the  conference  was 
able  to  cover  the  $1.3  million  needed  to 
take  us  through  December  of  2005. 

Some  of  the  affected  churches  have 
begun  to  assume  part  of  their  financial 
need.  But  it  is  projected  that  we  will  need 
$3  million  a  year  to  support  salaries  of 
those  affected  churches  as  New  Orleans 
rebuilds.  Shortfalls  after  local  church  giv¬ 
ing  will  be  supplemented  through  a  special 
Bishops’  Appeal  from  the  Council  of 
Bishops.  These  funds  will  be  designated 
for  clergy  support  and  the  rebuilding  of 
churches,  and  is  dubbed  the  “Katrina 
Recovery  Fund.” 

Bishop  Hutchinson  and  the  appointive 
cabinet  have  established  a  Mission  Zone 
for  affected  churches  in  New  Orleans,  pri¬ 
marily  in  Orleans,  Jefferson,  St.  Bernard 
and  Plaquemines  parishes.  A  total  of  37 
congregations  have  been  grouped  to  form 
seven  Cooperative  Parishes,  which  will  be 
supported  with  a  lead  pastor  and  two  to 
three  clergy  team  members.  Three  congre¬ 
gations  affected  by  Hurricane  Rita  will  also 
fall  under  the  Mission  Zone  initiative.  Rev. 
Martha  Orphe,  a  native  of  St.  Martinville 
and  an  expert  on  the  Cooperative  Parish 
approach,  has  been  named  as  the  Mission 
Zone  Director  in  New  Orleans,  and  also  for 
Cameron  Parish.  Orphe  will  work  in  coop¬ 
eration  with  Rev.  Ralph  Ford,  who  has 
been  appointed  as  the  new  New  Orleans 
District  Superintendent. 

Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  Provost,  recently 
said,  “Some  of  the  storm  affected  churches 
are  able  to  be  in  their  buildings,  some  are 
not.  Some  have  financial  support  from  their 
congregation,  some  do  not.  Rather  than 
make  autonomous  decisions  about  which 
churches  remain  open,  through  the  Mission 
Zone  approach,  we  are  asking  the  congre¬ 
gations  to  help  us  make  these  very  impor¬ 
tant  decisions  along  with  us.  The  leader¬ 
ship  appointed  to  the  Mission  Zone  are 
representative  of  all  races.  Some  are 
younger,  some  are  older.  Some  are  elders, 
some  are  local  pastors.  But  all  have  the 
spirit  of  mission  and  the  enthusiasm  need¬ 
ed  to  help  us  rebuild  the  church  and  make 
disciples  for  Jesus  Christ.” 


As  the  storm  recovery  effort  in 
Louisiana  has  developed  over  the  last  10 
months,  personnel  have  been  added  to  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Storm  Center 
and  job  descriptions  have  changed  to  meet 
the  evolving  needs  of  storm  damaged  com¬ 
munities  and  congregations. 

Rev.  Darryl  Tate  now  serves  the  recov¬ 
ery  effort  as  Executive  Director  of  Disaster 
Recovery  Ministry  for  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference.  Formerly  the  Storm 
Center  Director,  Tate  will  maintain  over¬ 
sight  of  the  conference  response  to 
Hurricanes  Rita  and  Katrina;  interface  and 
work  in  cooperation  with  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  FEMA  and  other 
non-profit  organizations  involved  in  long¬ 
term  recovery;  develop  and  seek  grant 
funding  for  the  recovery  effort;  and  com¬ 
mit  to  a  regular  schedule  of  speaking 
engagements  aimed  at  generating  addition¬ 
al  help  in  the  form  of  funding  and  volun¬ 
teer  assistance. 

Rev.  Amy  Mercer  will  serve  as  Director 
of  Operations,  and  will  oversee  the  day-to- 
day  operation  of  the  six  La.  United 
Methodist  Storm  Recovery  Stations  locat¬ 
ed  throughout  the  affected  areas  of 
Louisiana.  Mercer,  formerly  an  associate 
pastor  for  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  will  work  directly 
with  storm  station  personnel  and  with 
those  seeking  help.  She  will  also  oversee 
the  Church  Partnering  initiative,  which 
pairs  storm  damaged  churches  with  con¬ 
gregations  located  throughout  the  connec¬ 
tion.  Candy  McCammon  will  serve  as 
Mercer’s  Executive  Administrative 
Assistant. 

Rev.  Connie  Thomas,  Manager  of 
Volunteers,  facilitates  requests  for  assis¬ 
tance  and  provides  venues  for  mission 
teams  offering  help.  Thomas  also  accepts 
invitations  to  speak  at  various  annual  con¬ 
ferences  to  promote  volunteer  develop¬ 
ment.  She  is  assisted  by  Rev.  Yvonne 
Dayries  in  this  effort. 

Irene  Michaud,  Director  of  Case 
Management,  will  have  oversight  of  all 
case  mangers  employed  in  the  six  stations. 
She  will  be  responsible  for  their  training 
and  for  evaluation  of  their  work.  Eddie 


Newsome  will  assist  Michaud. 

Joe  Burke  and  Bob  Reierson  serve  as 
Logisticians,  and  are  responsible  for  secur¬ 
ing  materials  as  needed  for  each  of  the  sta¬ 
tions. 

Rev.  Judy  Nelson  is  developing  a  holis¬ 
tic  counseling  service,  setting  up  a  work¬ 
able  system  to  provide  spiritual  support  to 
those  affected  by  Hurricanes  Katrina  and 
Rita.  Funding  for  this  effort  is  provided 
through  the  Methodist  Health  System 
Foundation,  Inc. 

Rev.  Freddie  Henderson,  former  New 
Orleans  District  Superintendent,  will  serve 
as  the  new  Director  of  Disaster 
Preparedness.  Henderson  will  review  and 
enhance  the  efforts  of  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  as  it  seeks  to  be  prepared  for  future 
storms.  A  major  project  will  involve  the 
partnering  of  United  Methodist  churches  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  state  with  congre¬ 
gations  in  the  northern  part  of  the  state  for 
emergency  assistance. 

Melanie  Beauchamp  will  serve  as 
Controller  for  Storm  Recovery,  and  will 
oversee  receivables  and  expenditures.  She 
will  lead  the  auditing  process  which  is  a 
component  of  reporting  to  UMCOR  in 
expense  of  funds. 

The  post  of  FEMA  Liason  will  continue 
to  be  filled  by  Joyce  Robinson,  who  serves 
in  this  capacity  as  a  volunteer. 

Kathy  Masey  will  continue  to  match 
churches  from  other  parts  of  the  annual 
conference  and  throughout  the  connection 
with  storm  damaged  churches  in  her  role 
as  Partnering  Coordinator. 

Patsy  Lyons  serves  as  the  Storm  Center 
receptionist. 

“What  Louisiana  is  faced  with  is  recov¬ 
ery  from  three  different  disasters.  The  dam¬ 
age  we  suffered  from  Hurricane  Rita  in 
southeast  Louisiana,  along  with  the  dam¬ 
age  caused  by  Hurricane  Katrina  in  Slidell 
will  probably  require  a  36  month  recovery 
period.  The  flooding  that  took  place  in 
New  Orleans,  due  to  Katrina,  will  take  a 
minimum  of  10-12  years  to  come  back 
from,”  said  Tate.  “My  dream  is  to  have  600 
volunteers  every  night  in  Louisiana  work¬ 
ing  through  mission  teams.  With  their  help, 
we  can  accomplish  our  goals.” 


School  of  congregational  development  slated 

The  2006  School  of  Congregational  Development  is  scheduled  for  Aug.  3-8. 
Interested  pastors,  laity,  district  superintendents  and  bishops  still  have  time  to  reg¬ 
ister. 

This  annual  event  is  sponsored  by  the  General  Boards  of  Discipleship  and 
Global  Ministries,  and  it  has  been  drawing  increasing  attendance  over  the  last 
several  years.  The  venue  this  year  is  San  Diego  and  the  capacity  is  800. 

Registration  information  is  available  online  at:  http://new.gbgm- 
umc.org/about/us/ecg/events/school. 

Global  Ministries  will  provide  full  onsite  coverage  of  the  School  from  a  link 
on  the  Global  Ministries  internet  homepage. 
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Scenes  from  the  2006  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 


Clockwise  from  left,  Joe  Kelley,  Conference  President  of  United  Methodist  Men,  presents 
Rev.  Steve  Fleming  with  the  organization's  Lifetime  Membership  Award.  John  McLaurin, 
Claiborne  Sharp  and  John  Chadsey,  all  members  of  the  technical  team  for  the  2006  La. 
Annual  Conference,  take  a  moment  out  of  their  busy  day  to  smile  for  the  camera.  Rev. 
Diane  Bentley  receives  the  Champions  for  Christ  Award  on  behalf  of  St.  Landry  UMC  in 
Gonzales. The  new  award,  sponsored  by  the  Conference  Department  of  Special 
Ministries,  is  given  to  a  church  which  has  experienced  growth  in  membership,  new  min¬ 
istries  and  increased  mission  activity.  The  award  also  recognizes  faithfulness  to  paying 
100  percent  of  apportionments  and  participation  in  second  mile  giving.  Presenting  the 
plaque  at  the  annual  Awards  Luncheon  is  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell,  Director  of  Special 
Ministries.  Bishop  William  B.  Oden,  former  Episcopal  leader  for  Louisiana  and  the  cur¬ 
rent  Bishop  in  Residence  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology  of  SMU  in  Dallas,  leads  the 
membership  in  Bible  study  on  Wednesday  morning  of  Annual  Conference.  Joe  Kelley 
presents  Barney  Babin  the  the  UMM  Charles  Goodgame  Layman  of  the  Year  Award. 
Babin,  among  other  involvements  for  the  organization,  serves  as  UMM's  webmaster. 
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Around  the  Conference 


The  first  through  fifth  grade  Sunday  school  classes  from  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Myrtle  Beach,  South  Carolina,  above,  recently  collected  $512  for  the  "Kids  Helping 
Kids"  initiative.  After  reading  about  the  program  which  allows  youngsters  to  reach  out 
to  children  affected  by  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita,  the  church  decided  to  make  the 
project  the  recipient  of  the  children's  Lenten  offering.  "We  used  this  as  an  opportunity 
to  talk  about  sharing  and  what  the  storms  have  meant  to  the  lives  of  children  in  your 
area.  This  was  one  way  that  our  children  could  feel  connected  to  the  various  missional 
efforts  that  our  church  has  conducted  on  behalf  of  the  Gulf  area  recovery,"  wrote  Jean 
Osborne,  minister  of  Education  for  the  Myrtle  Beach  church.  Above  right,  the  2006  grad¬ 
uating  class  of  Dulac  Community  Pre-School,  poses  proudly  for  the  camera  during  the 
May  13  commencement  celebration,  held  in  Clanton  Chapel  UMC  in  Dulac.  Below,  Dr. 
Ramonalynn  Bethley,  Alexandria  District  Superintendent,  is  covered  in  shaving  cream 
after  an  activity  at  Camp  Caney  in  Minden,  La.  "I  really  look  good  in  white,"  joked 
Bethley,  who  served  as  co-director  for  one  week  of  camp  with  Lynn  Malone.  "This  is  my 
fifth  year  at  Caney,  and  I  always  look  forward  to  it  as  one  of  my  favorite  weeks  of  the 
year.  Like  Camps  Istrouma  and  Uskichitto,  our  progam  is  fun  and  life  changing  for  youth 
and  adults,"  said  Bethley,  who  claimed  "I'll  be  back  next  year." 


HOPE  Ministries 

St.  Andrews  United  Methodist  Church  received  the  Excellence  in  Corporate 
Volunteerism  Award  for  Most  Outstanding  Nonprofit  Partner  during  the  Transforming 
Communities  through  Philanthropy  Luncheon  and  2006  Excellence  in  Corporate 
Volunteerism  Awards  held  recently  at  Boudreaux's  in  Baton  Rouge.  United  Methodist 
HOPE  Ministries,  a  Capital  Area  United  Way  Member  agency,  nominated  St.  Andrews 
UMC  for  their  efforts  in  2005.  Pictured  at  the  luncheon  are,  seated.  Rev.  Larry  O'Dell, 

L.N.  Coxe,  Patti  Coxe,  and  Celia  Musick  of  St.  Andrews  UMC,  and  standing,HOPE 
Ministries  representatives  Janet  Simmons,  Program  Director,  Renee  Craft,  Executive 
Director,  and  Christina  Olinde,  Volunteer  and  Community  Coordinator. 

HOPE  Ministries,  located  in  north  Baton  Rouge,  serves  the  impoverished  through  sev¬ 
eral  programs  including  the  distinctive  Client  Choice  Food  Pantry  and  the  Family 
Mentoring  Program.  The  Client  Choice  Food  Pantry  is  a  collaborative  pilot  project  that 
creates  an  atmosphere  of  dignity  for  clients  and  allows  them  to  select  their  own  food  . 
The  Family  Mentoring  Program  is  a  unique  mentoring  program  that  matches  a  recently 
homeless  family  in  transitional  housing  or  a  family  at-risk  for  homelessness  with  a 
team  of  mentors  to  help  guide  the  family  on  its  path  to  self-sufficiency. 

St.  Andrew's  members  volunteer  on  a  regular  basis,  roughly  36  hours  a  month.  St. 
Andrew  s  collects  food  for  the  HOPE  pantry  on  a  weekly  basis  and  delivers  twice  a 
month.  After  Hurricane  Katrina,  they  brought  approximately  $20,000  worth  of  supplies 
and  donations  to  HOPE  for  hurricane  victims  and  provided  out-of-state  manpower  from 
Red  Cross  Volunteers  and  others  housed  at  their  own  church  which  had  been  trans¬ 
formed  into  a  Red  Cross  Shelter  for  volunteers. 
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Rev.  Connie  Thomas,  Manager  of  Volunteers  for  the  La.  UM  Storm  Recovery  Center, 
works  with  Rev.  Yvonne  Dayries  in  placing  a  mission  work  team  headed  to  a  storm  rav¬ 
aged  area  in  Louisiana. 


Project  Relief,  from  page  1 


more  visible  presence  among  the  countless 
congregations  who  have  volunteered  in  the 
gulf  region  and  continue  to  do  so,”  said 
Diane  Johnson,  executive  secretary  for  the 
Office  of  Urban  Ministries  at  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and 
president  of  the  National  Black  Staff 
Forum. 

National  Black  Staff  Forum  comprises 
208  black  and  Africana  people  who  serve 
in  executive  and  professional  positions  on 
the  denomination’s  boards,  agencies,  com¬ 
missions,  annual  conferences  and  districts, 
as  well  as  25  bishops  and  four  top  agency 
executives.  Its  mission  is  to  serve  profes¬ 
sional  staff  members  at  all  stages  of  their 
careers  through  networking,  education  and 
career  development. 

During  the  forum’s  annual  meeting  last 
March,  members  heard  an  appeal  from  the 
Rev.  Connie  Thomas,  Louisiana 
Conference  disaster  relief  volunteer  coordi¬ 
nator,  to  encourage  the  leadership  of  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  -  the 
denomination’s  African-American  caucus  - 
to  mobilize  African  Americans  to  serve  on 
relief  teams  on  the  coast. 

“Thomas  wanted  a  commitment  from  us 
to  come,”  Johnson  said. 

Among  the  African  American  church 
leadership  to  vist  and  work  in  storm  affect¬ 
ed  Louisiana  have  been  Bishop  Violet 
Fisher  of  the  New  York  West  Area;  Rev. 
Chester  Jones,  general  secretary  of  the 
General  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race;  and  Rev.  Larry  D.  Pickens,  general 
secretary  of  the  General  Commision  on 
Church  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns. 

Last  February,  two  United  Methodist 
pastors  also  called  for  African  Americans 
to  become  more  involved  in  recovery  work 
along  the  Gulf.  The  Rev.  Kelvin  Sauls, 
then  pastor  of  Downs  Memorial  United 


Methodist  Church,  Oakland,  Calif.,  and  the 
Rev.  Lance  Eden,  pastor  of  First  Street 
United  Methodist  in  New  Orleans  -  the 
oldest  black  United  Methodist  church  in 
the  city  and  one  of  the  few  that  emerged 
relatively  unscathed  after  Katrina  -  lament¬ 
ed  the  lack  of  a  large  African-American 
presence  in  the  recovery. 

“I  am  aware  that  African  Americans 
have  not  been  part  of  the  recovery  effort  in 
the  way  our  non-black  brothers  and  sisters 
have  been,”  Sauls  said  at  that  time.  “It 
troubles  me.”  A  team  of  United  Methodist 
volunteers  from  Downs  Memorial  went  to 
First  Street  United  Methodist  last  winter  to 
assist  in  relief  work. 

Eden  said  that  of  the  60  volunteers  to 
come  through  his  church  as  part  of  recov¬ 
ery  teams,  fewer  than  five  had  been  black. 

African-American  United  Methodist 
churches  have  stepped  up  to  the  plate  to 
provide  dollar  support  for  relief,  but  Sauls 
believes  they  are  missing  an  opportunity  to 
be  in  mission  if  they  are  absent  from  the 
front  lines. 

“Going  is  important  because,  first  of  all, 
we  should  have  been  there  as  far  as  I’m 
concerned,  but  we  weren’t,”  Johnson  said. 
“Sometimes  you  don’t  know  what  to  do  so 
you  don’t  do  anything,  but  after  we  heard 
the  plea  from  Rev.  Thomas,  we  decided 
that  was  something  that  we  could  do,  we 
ought  to  do,  and  we  embraced  it.” 

The  staff  members  will  gut,  clean,  haul 
and  paint.  They  also  will  perform  admin¬ 
istrative  tasks,  such  as  interviewing,  tele¬ 
phone  response,  filing,  data  entry  and  case 
management. 

Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal 
approved  a  petition  from  the  National 
Black  Staff  Forum  last  March  in  which  the 
group  resolved  to  call  upon  the  caucus  “to 
actively  mobilize  its  constituencies  to 


Church  Women  United  hold  event 


The  South  Central  Regional  Event 
of  Church  Women  United  was  held 
cooperatively  with  the  Mount 
Sequoyah  Ecumenical  Mission 
Conference  June  4-7  at  Mount 
Sequoyah  Retreat  Center  in 
Fayetteville,  Ark. 

Martha  Moody  Boone,  regional 
coordinator,  presided. 

Rev.  Mary  E.  Moody,  first  vice 
president  of  Church  Women  United  of 
La.,  developed  the  theme  of  the  CWU 
Regional  Event,  “For  Such  a  Time  as 
This:  Concentrate,  Communicate, 
Celebrate.”  She  focused  on  the  mission 
of  communicating  to  others  about 
CWU’s  65  years  of  history,  celebrating 
this  movement  which  brings  together 
women  of  diverse  races,  cultures  and 
traditions  in  closer  Christian  fellow¬ 
ship,  prayer,  advocacy  and  action  for 
peace  with  justice. 

Music  was  provided  by  Ozark 
Bronze  Bells  and  Karen  Yount  served 
as  choir  leader.  Mission  studies  includ¬ 
ed  Genesis,  led  by  Dr.  C.  Douglas 
Simmons;  Brazil,  led  by  Dr.  Gary 
Reich;  and  Globalization  of  Our  World, 


led  by  Dr.  Bill  Wickersham.  Crafts 
relating  to  the  studies  were  offered. 

Reports  from  the  Heifer  Project  and 
Church  World  Service  were  featured, 
along  with  a  Brazilian  banquet  where 
native  Ria  Raquel  Huddleston  spoke  of 
her  experiences  in  that  country. 

Workshops  on  aging  issues  and 
human  rights  were  featured. 

Martha  Boone  introduced  newly 
elected  Regional  Coordinator  Jackie 
Helms,  who  announced  plans  for  the 
celebration  of  CWU’s  65th  anniver- 
sary. 

Each  of  the  state  presidents  in  the 
South  Central  Region  spoke  briefly 
about  their  group’s  work,  including 
Louisiana’s  Hallique  Dawson. 

A  CWU  Action/Global  Concerns 
project  focusing  on  HIV/AIDS  was 
discussed,  and  a  statement  written  by 
Grassroots  Women  Caregivers  in 
Africa  was  available  for  signing  to 
show  solidarity  with  the  group. 

A  memorial  service,  led  by  Nancy 
Rutherford  of  Raymore,  Missouri,  was 
held  in  the  chapel  in  the  Martin 
Building. 


become  volunteers  within  the  next  1 2 
months  in  the  Gulf  Coast  region,  both 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  and  that  we,  the 
National  Black  Staff  Forum,  would  commit 
to  this  volunteer  relief  work  as  model  lead¬ 
ership,”  Johnson  said. 

“In  other  words,  we’re  not  going  to  tell 
you  what  you  should  do,  we’re  going  to 
model  it,”  she  said.  “And  we  thought  that  if 
we  stepped  out  as  general  agency  staff  to 
do  this  work,  then  others  would  follow,  so 
we’re  modeling  good  leadership.” 

Cheryl  Walker,  president  of  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  and  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Office  of  African  American 
Ministries  at  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Discipleship,  said  it  is  important  that 
African  Americans  be  involved  in  the  work 
because  most  of  those  affected  are  “our 
people.  It  is  the  call  on  all  of  our  lives  to  be 
in  mission  with  people  who  are  need.” 

“It  is  important  when  people  are  suffer¬ 
ing  to  see  people  of  like  kind  providing 
support  and  care,”  said  Amelia  Tucker- 
Shaw,  vice  president  of  the  Black  Staff 
Forum  and  communications  resource  con¬ 
sultant  at  United  Methodist 
Communications. 

Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal 
has  agreed  to  be  the  coordinating  body  for 
African-American  churches  and  individuals 
who  want  to  do  disaster  response  work. 

After  arriving  in  Louisiana,  Project 
Relief  participants  will  fan  out  to  New 
Orleans,  other  parts  of  the  state  and  to 
Gulfport,  Miss.,  and  will  work  from  vari¬ 
ous  church  sites. 

“We  need  to  go  where  there  are  needs 
for  recovery,”  Johnson  said.  It  is  not  known 
whether  the  staff  will  be  spending  time  at 
the  destroyed  Gulfside  Assembly,  the  his¬ 
torically  African-American  United 
Methodist  center  in  Waveland,  Miss. 


In  a  related  matter,  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  has  partnered  with  six  denom¬ 
inations,  the  Baptist  Peace  Fellowship  of 
North  American  and  the  Every  Church  a 
Peace  Church  movement  to  sponsor 
“Churches  Supporting  Churches.” 

The  program  will  help  rebuild  36 
destroyed  or  damaged  churches  in  12  pre¬ 
dominantly  African-American  neighbor¬ 
hoods  of  New  Orleans,  the  NCC  said. 

Churches  Supporting  Churches’  goal  is 
to  “restart,  reopen,  repair  or  rebuild  the 
churches  in  order  for  them  to  be  agents  for 
community  development  and  to  recreate 
their  community,”  said  C.T.  Vivian,  chair¬ 
person  of  the  program  and  longtime 
activist  in  the  civil  rights  movement. 

Congregations  across  the  country  will 
be  offered  the  opportunity  to  help.  A  year¬ 
long  training  program  in  community  devel¬ 
opment  will  equip  pastors  and  lay  leaders 
for  their  expanded  work  as  community 
developers,  the  NCC  said. 

As  the  Aug.  29  anniversary  of 
Hurricane  Katrina  approaches,  the 
Congressional  Black  Caucus  is  also 
responding.  “Insufficient  and  flawed  action 
by  the  federal  government  has  resulted  in 
minimal  progress  in  the  Katrina-hit 
region,”  the  caucus  said. 

It  is  hosting  a  series  of  briefings  every 
Tuesday  in  June,  “The  Katrina  Housing 
Series:  How  Congress  Can  Raise  the  Roof 
for  Katrina  Survivors.”  “The  purpose  of  the 
housing  series  is  to  expose  the  challenges 
and  complexities  involved  in  assuring  that 
a  safe  and  affordable  housing  stock  is  cre¬ 
ated  in  the  Gulf  region,”  the  lawmakers 
said. 

For  more  information  on  the  National 
Black  Staff  Forum’s  Project  Relief,  contact 
Johnson  at  (877)  870-3832  or  dhjohn- 
son@gbgm-umc.org. 
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Disciple  Facilitator  training  Aug  1-Sept.l 


Zachary  UMC  KnitWits 

A  group  of  women  from  the  Zachary  United  Methodist  Church  calls  themselves 
the  "Knitting  Witnesses,"  otherwise  knows  as  the  "KnitWits."  The  group,  formed 
to  provide  comfort  to  those  who  mourn  and  are  in  pain,  gathers  to  make  prayer 
shawls,  lap  robes  and  lap  blankets  to  give  as  gifts  to  those  who  need  them.  While 
the  ladies  knit,  crochet,  quilt  or  sew,  they  pray  for  those  who  will  receive  the 
shawls,  robes  and  blankets. 

To  date,  the  group  has  distributed  42  prayer  shawls  or  lap  robes.  Special  comfort 
quilts  with  a  patriotic  theme,  have  been  made  for  church  members  who  are  cur¬ 
rently  serving  in  the  military  on  active  duty.  One  Sunday,  the  altar  was  completely 
filled  with  completed  shawls  and  robes,  which  were  blessed  during  the  service. 


Disciple  Bible  Study  Facilitator 
Training  is  slated  for  Aug.  31 -Sept.  1  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
from  8:30  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m.  Registration  for 
the  event  begins  at  8  a.m. 

Thursday’s  training  will  focus  on 
“Beyond  Disciple  (Disciple  II,  III,  IV)”  and 
“Jesus  in  the  Gospels.”  Sessions  on 
“Disciple  I”  and  “Christian  Believer”  will 
be  offered  on  Friday,  Sept.  1. 

National  Disciple  trainers  Revs.  Phil 
Schroeder  and  Bob  Winstead  from  the 
North  Georgia  Conference  will  volunteer 
their  time  and  talents  in  offering  facilitator 
training  for  all  four  modules  of  the  Disciple 
Bible  Study  Program. 

The  participant  materials  used  during 
this  training  have  been  donated  as  a  part  of 
“Project  Faithful  Restoration,”  spearheaded 
by  The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House.  In  response  to  the  devastation 
caused  by  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita, 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House’s 
Board  found  unanimous  support  for  the 
funding  of  the  project  at  their  Oct.  2005 
meeting.  “Project  Faithful  Restoration”  is  a 
disaster  relief  program  specifically 
designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  congrega¬ 
tions  and  pastors  adversely  affected  by  the 
hurricanes.  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House/Cokesbury  is  providing 
a  diverse  selection  of  resources  that  will 
help  congregations  and  their  pastors  and 
staff  restore  damaged  or  destroyed  min¬ 
istry  tools  including  essential  worship, 
Christian  education,  and  other  ministry 
resources  such  as  hymnals,  Bibles,  Sunday 


school  materials,  worship  paraments,  and 
other  supplies. 

If  overnight  lodging  is  required,  you  are 
responsible  for  arrangements  and  costs 
incurred.  First  United  Methodist  Church  is 
in  the  heart  of  downtown  Baton  Rouge. 
Located  next  to  the  interstate  on  the  comer 
of  North  and  East  Boulevards,  the  church 
is  easy  to  get  to  from  any  area  in  Baton 
Rouge  and  from  surrounding  parishes,  with 
a  wide  range  of  hotels  to  choose  from. 

With  four  modules  offered,  event  organ¬ 
izers  expect  that  approximately  60  person 
can  comfortably  be  accommodated  per 
module. 

Please  note  that  it  is  acceptable  to  begin 
your  classes  before  completing  this 
Disciple  facilitator  training.  Certificate  of 
CEU  will  be  emailed  to  participants  upon 
completion  of  this  training. 

The  seminar  fee  per  person,  per  day  is 
$  1 5  and  includes  lunch  and  refreshments. 
Please  make  checks  payable  to  “First  UMC 
Slidell.”  Forms  and  payment  must  be 
received  by  August  14  and  are  to  be  mailed 
to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Attn: 
Pattye  Hewitt,  433  Erlanger  St.,  Slidell,  LA 
70458. 

For  registration  fonns  and  further  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  Pattye  Hewitt  at  (985)  643- 
6437or  email  fumcslidell@yahoo.com 

The  training  is  sponsored  by  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  -  “Project 
Faithful  Restoration,”  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Discipleship,  First 
United  Methodist  in  Slidell  and  First 
United  Methodist  in  Baton  Rouge. 
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two  to  three  weeks  to  check  on  the  recov¬ 
ery  process  at  First  UMC.  “I  shared  infor¬ 
mation  with  Phil  about  Sunday  School 
classes  and  where  they  were  meeting  tem¬ 
porarily.  We  talked  about  Bible  studies,  and 
I  realized  we  needed  to  get  Disciple  Bible 
Study  back  on  track,”  said  Hewitt. 

A  few  weeks  later,  Schroeder  made  his 
regular  call  to  check  on  recovery  progress. 
“This  time  he  offered  to  do  a  Disciple 
Bible  Study  Facilitator  training,  along  with 
Bob  Winstead.  They  wanted  to  donate  their 
services  to  churches  in  Louisiana  and 
neighboring  conferences  impacted  by  the 
storms,”  said  Hewitt. 

The  two  Georgia  pastors  also  put  her  in 
touch  with  Sue  Bames  with  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House.  Bames  told 
Hewitt  that  the  materials  for  all  participants 
in  the  training  would  be  provided  free  of 
charge  through  an  initiative  entitled 
“Project  Faithful  Restoration.” 

“I  couldn’t  believe  my  ears.  Not  only 
were  the  trainers  donating  their  services, 
but  the  materials  were  free.  This  would  be 
such  a  blessing  to  churches  that  had  lost  so 
much,”  said  Hewitt. 

The  training,  which  usually  commands 
a  fee  of  $800,  will  be  available  to  partici¬ 
pants  for  a  registration  fee  of  $15,  a  frac¬ 
tion  of  the  normal  cost. 

This  gift  was  made  possible  due  to  a 
decision  made  at  the  October  2005  meeting 
of  The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House’s  Board  of  Directors,  where  there 
was  unanimous  support  to  develop  and 
launch  “Project  Faithful  Restoration,”  a 
project  of  Cokesbury  Cares.  The  initiative 
is  specifically  designed  to  meet  the  needs 


of  congregations  and  pastors  adversely 
affected  by  hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita. 

“Cokesbury  and  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  eagerly  join  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  all  who  recognize  the  significant 
detrimental  impact  of  Katrina  and  Rita.  We 
are  committed  to  working  with  those 
involved  to  provide  a  diverse  selection  of 
resources  that  will  help  congregations  and 
their  pastors  and  staff  restore  damaged  or 
destroyed  ministry  tools  for  worship, 
Christian  education,  and  other  programs,” 
said  Fred  Allen  with  the  UM  Publishing 
House,  who  stressed  that  help  will  continu¬ 
ally  be  provided  with  the  knowledge  that 
each  community  is  moving  toward  restora¬ 
tion  at  a  different  pace. 

“It  is  a  thrill  for  me  to  be  able  to  make 
a  contribution.  Louisiana  is  my  wife 
Elizabeth’s  home  state,  and  my  youngest 
son  is  a  huge  LSU  fan.  As  the  churches 
restore  buildings,  maybe  efforts  like  these 
will  help  as  they  rebuild  their  congrega¬ 
tions,”  said  Shroeder,  who  is  thankful  for 
everyone,  especially  the  UM  Publishing 
House  for  “catching  on  to  this  vision.” 

Rev.  Winstead  added,  “We  want  to  help 
any  way  we  can.  Phil  and  I,  alonjg  with  our 
congregations,  have  been  involved  with 
recovery  mission  teams  to  the  Gulf  Coast. 
This  is  just  another  way  we  can  help. 
Disciple  Bible  Study  is  predicated  on  Bible 
literacy,  and  develops  from  eaclj  person’s 
own  faith  walk.  In  a  time  of  increased  cri¬ 
sis  and  stress,  I  believe  the  value  of  such 
studies  increases.” 

The  training,  slated  for  Aug.  31-  Sept. 
1,  will  be  held  at  First  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge,  La. 


Zachary  UMC  minister  earns  D.  Min. 


Greg  Davis,  pastor  of  the  Zachary  United  Methodist  Church,  recently  earned  a 
doctoral  degree  in  Spiritual  Formation  from  Southern  Methodist  University  in 
Dallas,  passing  with  honors. 

Graduation  marked  the  end  of  three  years  of  classes,  reading,  and  writing.  "It's 
good  to  be  through.  It  was  a  long  journey.  The  people  at  the  church  and  around 
town  have  been  very  caring  and  supportive.  Without  their  understanding  this 
whole  work  would  have  been  impossible  to  finish,"  said  Davis,  who  added  that  he 
wants  to  make  a  lasting,  meaningful  contribution  to  the  local  church  in  the  area 
of  spiritual  formation. 

He  developed  and  taught  a  curriculum  for  introducing  interested  persons  to  this 
important  part  of  the  Christian  life.  The  material  and  course  is  entitled 
"Spirituality  for  Abundant  Living." 

He  created  a  DVD  that  was  filmed  in  Wyoming,  Montana  and  Louisiana  as  well  as 
a  variety  of  spiritual  exercises  for  participants.  "The  whole  point  of  my  work  is  to 
help  people  grow  closer  to  God  and  enrich  their  prayer  life,  period. 

"It's  been  humorous  hearing  folks  address  me  as 'Reverend  Doctor' or 'Doctor 
Reverend'  (the  correct  form  is  'Reverend  Doctor').  The  title  doesn't  mean  too 
much  because  I  still  answer  to  'Greg',  'Preacher',  or,  as  the  youth  like  to  call  me, 
'Rev.  G.  Dog7 
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Abbeville  United  Methodist  Church 


Abbeville  United  Methodist  Church  held  its  annual  Hamburger  Cookout  on  Saturday,  May  20,  a  "gorgeous" 
afternoon.  Church  members  enjoyed  food,  beautiful  weather,  swimming  for  the  kids  and  fellowship  for  the 
adults.  On  Sunday  morning,  the  children's  choirs,  directed  by  Cherry  Nunez  and  Cherie  DeHart,  performed 
the  musical  cantata  "100  Percent  Chance  of  Rain."  Megan  Boneski  accompanied  the  choirs  on  the  piano  and 
the  congregation  enjoyed  a  wonderful  performance  as  the  children  presented  the  scripture  lesson  of  Noah. 
The  members  of  the  choirs  and  the  cast  are  pictured  left  to  right,  front  row,  Danielle  Abshire,  Zoe  Sellers,  Alyx 
Hebert,  Colby  Fitch  and  DJ.  Abshire;  second  row,  Morgan  Ramke,  Alexis  Frederick,  Katlyn  Sellers,  Cassie 
O'Bryan,  Joel  Folse,  Pete  Folse  and  Ashley  O'Bryan;  and  third  row,  Alexandra  Boneski,  Kacy  Veillon,  Courtney 
Colomb  and  Casey  O'Bryan. 


Mt.Zion  UMC 


Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Montgomery  celebrated  its  150th  anniver¬ 
sary  May  7,  which  also  marks  the 
church’s  annual  homecoming  day. 

Friends  and  members  gathered  for  a 
morning  service,  led  by  Rev.  Jimmy 
Walker,  pastor. 

Jeannie  Kissinger  sang  during  the  serv¬ 
ice,  which  was  followed  by  a  covered  dish 
lunch. 

After  lunch,  the  Pine  Ridge  Quartet 
performed  after  an  encore  from  Kissinger. 

Over  140  persons  were  in  attendance 
during  this  special  event  celebrating  the 
life  and  history  of  this  historic  church. 

Robin  Thornton  and  her  daughter 
Amanda  compiled  and  donated  books  that 
chronicled  the  history  of  Mt.  Zion  United 
Methodist  Church. 


Editor's  note:  We  hope  you  enjoy 
this  special  edition  of  Louisiana  Now! 
devoted  to  telling  stories  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Volunteers  in 
Mission  -  volunteers  in  action,  who 
demonstrate  their  faith  by  helping  oth¬ 
ers,  here  at  home  and  around  the  world. 
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Volunteers  in  Mission  2006 

LAVIM  brings  medical  care  and  body  of  Christ  to  India 


Louisiana  volunteers  had  an  exciting 
and  unique  opportunity  to  serve  with  a 
medical  mission  to  Bareilly,  India  and 
the  Clara  Swain  Hospital  Feb.  17- 
March  4.  The  LAVIM  team  numbered 
19  and  worked  tirelessly  in  the  hospital 
and  in  rural  clinics  serving  the  poor  of 
India. 

Judy  Barbay,  team  member,  kept  a 
journal  through  the  entire  mission.  Her 
thoughts  paint  a  vivid  picture  of  life  in 
India  and  the  team’s  experience. 


Excerpts  from  the  journal  are  printed 
below. 

Feb.  18 

The  LAVIM  team  arrived  in  New 
Delhi  at  1 1  p.m.,  two  hours  later  than 
anticipated.  Each  of  us  had  two  large 
pieces  of  luggage  to  handle,  plus  our 
carry  ons;  so  we  were  very  grateful  for 
the  free  baggage  carts.  Going  out  of  the 
airport,  we  literally  saw  throngs  of  peo¬ 
ple  waiting  for  their  guests,  including 
our  own  host  Lillian  Wallace,  who  was 


waiting  with  the  Clara  Swain  Hospital 
bus,  eight  employees  and  beautiful 
embroidered  welcome  bags  with  our 
two-week  itinerary,  water,  tissue  and 
various  personal  items.  After  the 
tremendous  task  of  loading  all  the  lug¬ 
gage,  we  entered  the  1  a.m.  traffic  and 
tour  of  Delhi,  a  sight  one  would  only 
have  to  experience  to  believe.  We  saw 
everything  on  the  streets  from  “cow¬ 
boys”,  rickshaws  and  tiny  taxis  to  big 

See  India  , page  6 


A  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  team,  left,  served  on  a  medical  mission 
to  Clara  Swain  Hospital  in  Bareilly,  India  Feb.  17-March  4.The  group,  num¬ 
bering  19,  was  comprised  of  members  from  Louisiana,  Texas,  Pennsylvania, 
Oklahoma,  Maryland  and  New  York.  The  group  worked  in  the  hospital  and 
provided  clinics  in  rural  areas  of  India. Team  members  learned  about  the 
country's  unique  culture  and  met  many  of  the  people,  like  the  older  man, 
left  top,  and  the  women  and  children  pictured  above  at  the  medical  clinics. 
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You  Have  to  Do  It  for  Yourself 


It  is  amazing  what  you  can  hear  if 
you  just  sit  quietly  and  listen.  That’s 
true  whether  you  are  in  a  one-on-one 
conversation  with  someone  who  real¬ 
ly  wants  to  share  something  with  you, 
or  whether  you  are  alone  in  a  busy 
place  and  are  just  listening  to  the  con¬ 
versations  of  others  around  you.  I 
was  sitting  in  a  laboratory  room  a  few 
days  ago,  waiting  to  have  some  blood 
drawn  and  I  could  hear  the  conversa¬ 
tion  between  the  technician  and  the 
lady  in  the  next  room.  Even  though 
they  lowered  their  voices  (which  was 
my  signal  to  listen  all  the  more  care¬ 
fully!),  I  could  at  least  make  out  the 
gist  of  the  exchange. 

They  were  talking  about  some 
preacher  (which  was  the  word  that 
got  my  attention)  who  had  come  to 
the  patient’s  church  to  share  the 
gospel.  Evidently  he  (that  was  the 
gender  designation  the  lady  used)  had 
given  them  some  questionable  theolo¬ 
gy  and  had  told  them  they  shouldn’t 
question  what  he  was  saying.  Well, 
that  wasn’t  acceptable  to  this  lady. 

She  was  independent  enough  to  think 
for  herself  and  was  sharing  that  with 
the  technician.  One  of  her  parting 
sentences  was  something  like.  “You 
can’t  just  have  someone  tell  you  what 
the  Bible  says.  You  have  to  read  it 
for  yourself!”  I  wanted  to  go  out  in 
the  hall  and  hug  her  neck!  But 
instead  of  that  unseemly  act,  I  just 
quietly  said  to  myself,  “Yes!” 

There’s  just  nothing  akin  to  reading 
the  Word  of  God  for  yourself  and 
having  some  of  your  own  discernment 
mixed  in  to  what  the  preacher  preach¬ 
es,  what  the  writer  writes,  and  what 
the  singer  sings.  It’s  only  through 
that  personal  involvement  that  one’s 
faith  will  grow  and  mature. 

Personal  involvement  is  critical  for 
understanding  scripture.  It  is  critical 
for  understanding  any  discipline. 

And  it  is  critical  for  understanding 
mission.  We  can  read  about  mission 
and  have  a  Ph.  D  in  “missiology,”  but 
unless  we  get  our  hands  and  minds 
and  bodies  involved  with  it  we  will 
never  understand  it  fully  or  appreciate 
it  completely.  There’s  just  something 
about  being  there  to  hand  out  a  Bible 
to  one  who  has  never  had  one  to  read. 
There’s  just  something  about  being 
there  to  teach  a  Vacation  Bible  School 
class  for  a  child  who  has  never  been 
in  a  church.  There’s  just  something 
about  building  a  porch,  “in  the  name 
of  Jesus,”  on  the  house  of  a  disabled 
person  or  on  a  mission  church  in  a 
remote  setting.  There’s  just  some¬ 
thing  about  gutting  out  a  flooded 
house  that  stinks  to  high  heaven  and 
looks  like  a  hopeless  loss  -  except  to 
the  fragile  woman  who  is  standing 
outside  with  a  fruit  jar  of  lemonade  to 
quench  your  thirst  every  so  often  and 
for  whom  that  house  is  the  only  home 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


she  knows.  Just 
like  the  woman 
said  of  the  Bible, 
“You  have  to  read 
it  for  yourself,”  we 
can  say  of  mission, 
“You  have  to  do  it 
for  yourself.” 

That  “do  it  for 
yourself’  is  what 
Volunteers  in 
Mission  is  all 
about.  It  is  the  blessed  opportunity  to 
take  yourself  and  all  your  expertise  in 
a  field  of  service  and  apply  your 
knowledge  and  skill  to  the  joy  of 
serving  other  people  one-on-one.  Or, 
it  is  the  blessed  opportunity  to  take 
yourself  and  all  your  ignorance  into  a 
field  of  service  just  because  you  have 
a  sense  of  calling  and  a  love  for 
God’s  children,  and  doing  whatever 
you  can  to  physically  and  verbally 
and  emotionally  say,  “God  loves  you 
and  so  do  I.” 

I  could  spend  pages  telling  you 
about  what  I  know  happens  when  you 
engage  yourself  in  personal  mission. 
Many  in  your  church  can  do  the 
same.  And  we  can  personally  relive 
the  situation  just  by  recalling  it  to 
you.  But  in  the  end  that  won’t  do. 

We  can’t  say  enough  to  help  you 
understand  what  mission  is  all  about. 
You  have  to  do  it  for  yourself. 

I  encourage  you  to  read  all  the 
opportunities  in  this  issue  of 
Louisiana  Now!  and  begin  to  make 
plans  to  set  aside  a  few  days  to 
immerse  yourself  in  mission  in  a  per¬ 
sonal  way.  That  may  be  focused  on 
our  own  state  and  the  clean  up  from 
hurricanes  Rita  and  Katrina.  That 
may  be  expanded  to  another  state  in 
our  own  country.  Or  it  may  be  a  trip 
to  someplace  far  from  our  own  shores. 
Whatever  the  case,  begin  now  to 
decide  where  you  can  apply  your  own 
expertise,  or  your  own  ignorance  for 
the  sake  of  the  ones  for  whom  Jesus 
gave  his  life  and  to  whom  he  is  call¬ 
ing  us  now  as  their  servants  and  his 
ambassadors.  You’ll  never  regret  it! 

The  journey  of  life  takes  us  many 
places  and  through  many  levels  of 
experience.  But  none  will  be  more 
meaningful  or  more  important  to  your 
own  spiritual  completeness  than  a 
personal  involvement  in  mission. 
Volunteers  in  Mission  provides  many 
great  opportunities  to  fulfill  Jesus’ 
calling  on  your  life.  I  look  forward  to 
hearing  your  story  when  you  get  back 
home,  whether  you  tell  me  directly  or 
I  quietly  listen  in  when  you  aren’t 
aware! 

In  Christ’s  love, 

Bill  Hutchinson 
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LAVIM  Mission  to  Guatemala 

A  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  team  from  Northwestern  Wesley  Foundation  in 
Natchitoches,  La.  spent  their  summer  mission  serving  in  Guatemala  May  20-30. 

The  1 2  students  visited  several  villages,  basing  their  mission  work  out  of  San  Bartolo, 
Guatemala.  Des  Iglesias  Metodista  (sp),  San  Bartolo's  Methodist  church,  served  as  hosts 
for  the  team. "We  were  excited  to  learn  that  Volunteers  in  Mission  teams  had  built  the 
entire  church  complex  50  years  ago. The  church  is  still  in  wonderful  condition,"  said 
Beth  Randolph,  team  leader. "The  people  of  the  congregation  showed  us  great  hospital¬ 
ity,  praying  over  us  and  making  us  feel  at  home."  During  the  mission,  the  group  from 1 
Northwestern  finished  the  construction  of  one  home  and  began  another  that  will  be 
finished  by  another  VIM  team."lt  was  a  joy  to  get  to  know  the  homeowner  Don  Juan 
and  his  family.  We  not  only  had  a  wonderful  mission  experience,  but  a  rewarding  cultur¬ 
al  experience,  as  well,"  Randolph  added.  While  there,  the  LAVIM  team  was  asked  to  put 
on  Vacation  Bible  School  for  the  children  at  Des  Iglesias  Metodista.  "Although  we  had 
not  really  prepared  anything,  God  helped  us  out.  One  of  the  girls  in  our  group  had  been 
trained  in  girl's  Bible  study. Three  members  of  the  team  were  elementary  education 
majors.  Another  knew  children's  worship  songs  in  Spanish.  We  stayed  up  late  one  night 
and  made  hundreds  of  wordless  books  to  use  with  our  program.  Despite  the  language 
barrier  and  the  short  notice,  we  were  able  to  serve  200  children  at  church  and  another 
200  children  at  a  different  location.  I  think  we  enjoyed  the  VBS  experience  as  much  as 
we  did  building  the  houses,"  said  Randolph. The  next  LAVIM  mission  to  Guatemala  is 
scheduled  for  June  30-July  8, 2007.  For  more  information,  contact  the  LAVIM  office  at 
(225)  346-1646. 
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VOLUNTEERS  IN  MEXICO...  a  new  start... 

Here  in  Mexico,  we  are  still  thinking  about  all  the  efforts  that  some  of  your 
areas  have  to  do  in  order  to  recover  from  the  disaster  caused  by  Hurricane 
Katrina. . .  The  Methodist  church  of  Mexico  has  become  more  aware  of  the  efforts 
of  mission  teams  that  are  still  coming  to  us  and  our  appreciation  has  grown  also. 
Last  January,  6  Mexicans  went  to  New  Orleans  with  a  team  from  McAllen,  Tex. 
to  work  in  a  couple  of  houses,  and  we  want  to  put  together  another  team  to  come 
and  assist  with  the  recovery  efforts  before  the  year  ends. 

At  our  Eastern  Conference  in  Mexico,  after  six  years  of  the  VIM  program,  we 
have  been  able  to  set  up  a  structure  to  receive  the  teams  that  visit  our  area  which 
covers  five  states  of  North  Eastern  Mexico.  Now,  we  can  receive  and  work  with 
youth  teams,  college  teams,  and  young  adults,  and  I  think  we  can  understand  the 
abilities  that  each  of  the  teams  brings  with  them  and  the  different  ways  we  need  to 
minister  to  them  as  hosts.  A  new  set  of  goals  will  take  place  for  the  following 
years  to  make  our  VIM  Mexico  program  grow  and  to  strength  our  relationship 
with  the  Louisiana  Conference.  I  think  we  have  the  platform  ready  to  start  mak¬ 
ing  some  good  changes  to  the  way  we  have  been  doing  our  missions.  We  are  get¬ 
ting  ready  to  perform  small  surgeries  at  our  Methodist  Clinic  with  the  help  of  your 
doctors  and  our  Mexican  doctors.  We  also  want  to  come  back  to  Louisiana  and 
work  with  you  doing  small  construction  projects  and  evangelism  activities  for  the 
Hispanic, communities  that  are  growing  in  your  area. 

There  is  a  new  challenge  in  our  relationship;  we  want  to  invite  some  Louisiana 
teams  to  partner  with  us. . .  Yes!  With  us!  With  a  Mexican  team  to  go  to  the 
Tampico  area,  which  is  about  eight  hours  driving  south  from  the  border.  We  are 
looking  into  flying  there  instead  of  driving.  There  are  five  churches  that  need  our 
support;  they  have  not  received  a  mission  team  in  years.  The  church  in  Tampico 
needs  a  new  parsonage;  they  just  had  to  demolish  the  old  one  as  it  was  not  good 
anymore  and  the  pastor  is  living  in  what  used  to  be  a  Sunday  School  classroom. 

On  June  28,  here  in  Reynosa,  we  had  the  first  graduation  ceremony  at  the 
Methodist  Kindergarten  located  at  El  Sendero  Church  for  5-year-old  children 
going  to  elementary  school.  Twenty  two  children  graduated  from  a  year  of  begin¬ 
nings  and  improvements;  my  wife  Veronica  is  the  principal  of  this  school  and  she 
appreciates  the  efforts  of  the  teams,  because,  after  a  VIM  teamcame,  the  children 
enjoyed  something  new-a  new  playground,  new  desks,  new  sidewalks  and  a 
month  before  the  end  of  the  school  year,  new  restrooms,  Praise  God!  I  keep 
telling  her  after  the  teams  leave,  “Don’t  worry,  the  next  team  will  fix  what’s  left  .” 
le  riqz  toprovgmentris  stilLneedqd  and  we  would  appreciate  more  teams.  We  also  want 
motbmrta^dhOlafShip' program  'for  children  whose  parents  cannot  afford  this  invest¬ 
ment.  For  this  coming  school  year  the  school  will  be  charging  the  equivalent  to 
$20  dollars  per  child  per  month.  If  you  would  like  to  be  part  of  this  program, 
please  contact  the  LAVIM  office  and  they  will  provide  you  more  information.  Oh! 
by  the  way,  my  son  Alex  also  graduated  from  Kindergarten,  finally!  (that’s  what 
his  teacher  said!)  Now  Marla  my  daughter  is  in  5th  grade  and  Alex  in  1st  grade  of 
elementary  school. 

On  everything  that  has  happened.  Praise  be  to  God!  On  everything  that  is  com¬ 
ing,  we  must  glorify  him! 

Willie  Berman, 

Director  Mexico  Methodist  VIM 


Members  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria  youth  ministry  pro¬ 
vide  much  needed  floor  repairs  on  a  recent  LAVIM  mission  to  Mexico. 


A  proud  group  of  5-year-olds  participate  in  the  first  graduation  ceremony,  held  June 
28,  at  the  Methodist  Kindergarten  located  at  El  Sendero  Church  in  Reynosa,  Mexico. 
Students  and  their  teacher  enjoy  a  break  from  studies  at  the  Reynosa  school. 


Mount  Sequoyah  hosts  work  week 


Spring  work  week  at  Mount  Sequoyah 
Jurisdictional  Conference  and  Retreat 
Center  recently  resulted  in  a  “makeover” 
for  parts  of  the  popular  institution,  located 
in  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

Volunteers  representing  all  eight  states 
of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  converged 
on  the  center  in  April  prepared  and  ready  to 
work.  As  always,  the  Louisiana  Volunteers 
in  Mission  team  arrived  early  to  provide 
leadership  for  the  many  tasks  accomplished 
during  the  week.  Team  leader  Rev.  Tim 
Lawson,  VIM  Coordinator  for  the 
Louisiana  conference,  worked  with  a  group 
which  painted  the  inside  of  Bishop’s 
Cottage.  Building  crews  put  new  ceilings 
in  the  Martin  Classrooms,  refinished  floors, 
and  painted  ceilings  and  walls  in  Oaks 
Cottage.  In  addition,  windows  were 
cleaned  in  all  the  buildings,  curtains  were 
washed  and  sewn,  and  batteries  were 
changed  in  smoke  detectors.  A  lectern  was 
built  for  Vesper  Point  and  cabinets  con¬ 
structed  for  the  office.  Volunteers  worked 
cleaning  and  painting  the  old  Cokesbury 
Bookstore  in  preparation  for  the  opening  of 
the  new  Gift  Center.  The  grounds  crew 
worked  tirelessly  spreading  mulch,  trim¬ 
ming  trees  and  shrubs,  weeding  the  flower 


beds,  mowing  and  planting. 

Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  contin¬ 
ues  to  support  Mount  Sequoyah  with  sever¬ 
al  teams  throughout  the  year.  A  team  from 
Ruston,  led  by  Allen  Tuten,  came  in 
October,  providing  maintenance  on  Parker 
Cottage  and  renovation  of  the  New  Mexico 
Cottage.  In  addition  to  painting  and  sever¬ 
al  miscellaneous  projects,  the  women  of 
the  team  worked  in  the  cafeteria  and  the 
office,  as  well  as  boxing  items  from  the  old 
bookstore  to  prepare  for  remodeling  and 
opening  of  a  new  gift  center.  A  LAVIM 
team  from  Mandeville,  led  by  Larry 
Maddin,  arrived  in  November  and  com¬ 
pletely  painted  the  inside  of  Maples 
Cottage  where  Hurricane  Katrina  evacuees 
had  been  housed.  The  group  gathered  some 
of  the  beautiful  tree  leaves  which  were 
used  by  children  make  artwork  for  the 
walls  in  Maples  Cottage. 

Loving  hearts  and  hands  rejuvenated 
the  entire  campus.  Mount  Sequoyah,  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  conference  and 
retreat  center,  is  appreciated  by  those  that 
enjoy  the  facilities.  This  year’s  spring 
work  week  was  a  great  way  to  express 
gratitude  for  the  services  provided  by  this 
beloved  institution. 


4 


Louisiana  Conference  NtJW!  LAV1M  Update 


JULY  21 ,2006 


LAVIM  and  South  Africa  VIM:  A 


The  Presence  of  a  Rainbow 


A  LAVIM  team  from  McNeese  State 
University,  which  completed  a  mission  to 
South  Africa  in  June,  exemplified  scripture 
both  in  presence  and  in  practice.  .  .  “All  of 
you  are  Christ’s  body,  and  each  of  you  is  a 
part  of  it.”  I  Corinthians  12:27. 

The  team,  led  by  Rev.  Angela  Cooley 
Bulhof,  included  her  9-  and  6-year-old  sons 
and  nine  McNeese  students  representing 
four  continents  and  seven  countries.  Team 
members  hailing  from  the  United  States, 
Jamaica,  Ecuador,  Peru,  South  Korea, 
Taiwan  and  South  Africa  worked  for  three 
weeks  in  South  Africa. 

The  team  served  in  Balfour,  Benoni, 
Germiston,  Heidleburg,  Katlehon,  Primrose 
and  Secunda.  Members  of  a  VIM  team 
from  South  Africa  which  had  recently  vol¬ 
unteered  in  storm  ravaged  New  Orleans 
met  with  the  group  in  a  display  of  hospital¬ 
ity. 

The  team’s  first  project  was  helping 
with  the  ongoing  construction  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Balfour,  begun  by 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge  in  2005.  The  team  worked 


alongside  members  of  the  community,  put¬ 
ting  up  trusses  for  the  framework  of  the 
church  roof. 

The  McNeese  team  also  completed  sev¬ 
eral  jobs  at  the  Khanyisile  Child  Care 
Center  in  Katlehong,  installing  shelves, 
securing  playground  equipment  and 
rewiring  a  clothes  dryer.  Seven  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  participated  in  the  ministry’s  home- 
based  care  for  AIDS  patients. 

The  team  spent  their  last  workdays  at 
the  eMseni  Conference  Center  site  in 
Benoni,  the  home  of  future  Emmaus  walks. 
“eMseni”  is  the  Zulu  word  for  “Grace.” 
They  shoveled  dirt  to  cover  the  ditch  for 
the  sewer  line  and  provided  planting  and 
fencing. 

“The  members  of  our  ‘rainbow’  team 
were  all  changed  by  our  experiences  in  this 
‘rainbow’  nation,”  said  Rev.  Bulhof.  “We 
cherish  our  new  friends,  and  we  are  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  showering  some  Southern 
hospitality  on  them  when  aVIM  team  from 
South  Africa  returns  to  Louisiana  in 
December  of  2006.” 


A  LAVIM  team  from  McNeese  State  University,  left,  completed  a  mission  to  South  Africa  in 
June. The  team,  led  by  Rev.  Angela  Cooley  Bulhof,  included  her  9-  and  6-year-old  sons  and 
nine  McNeese  students  representing  four  continents  and  seven  countries. Team  members 
hailing  from  the  United  States,  JamatJctlu^Ecpador,  Peru,  South  Korea, .Jaiwan  and  South 
Africa  worked  for  three  weeks  in  South  Africa,  helping  with  the  ongoing  construction  of  the 
Balfour  Methodist  Church,  left  top,  and  volunteering  at  the  Khanyisile  Child  Care  Center  in 
Katlehong,  above.  Members  of  the  VIM  team  from  South  Africa  which  served  in  New 
Orleans  in  May  were  entertained  with  a  gumbo  dinner  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  before  they  returned  home  to  Primrose  Methodist  Church  outside  of  Johannesburg. 
Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  was  in  attendance,  and  personally  thanked  the  VIM  team. 
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history  of  giving  and  receiving 

The  South  Africa  Connection 


Six  years  ago,  Rev.  Larry  Norman  trav¬ 
eled  to  South  Africa  as  part  of  delegation 
from  Mission  Volunteers  through  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministry.  The 
team  went  with  the  purpose  of  training 
South  African  pastors  and  cabinet  members 
on  how  to  receive  visiting  VIM  teams. 

Out  of  that  project  was  bom  a  new  pro¬ 
cedure  for  Volunteers  in  Mission  teams 
whereby,  along  with  the  outside  team,  the 
recipient  church  would  also  be  partnered 
with  a  more  established  local  church.  This 
module,  which  calls  for  three  teams  work¬ 
ing  together,  is  known  as  Trinity  Ministries 
and  is  unique  to  VIM  efforts  in  South 
Africa. 

“The  beauty  of  this  approach  is  that  it 
creates  a  church  partnership  locally  which 
remains  after  the  visiting  team  has  gone 
home,”  said  Rev.  Larry  Norman,  director 
of  La.  Volunteers  in  Mission. 

A  total  of  seven  teams  have  traveled 
from  Louisiana  to  South  Africa,  including 
one  led  by  Rev.  Jon  Lord  and  his  wife 
Lisa.  The  Lords  “fell  in  love”  with  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  South  Africa,  and  ultimately,  Lord 
accepted  a  missionary  appointment  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  Primrose  Methodist  Church  outside 
of  Johannesburg.  Once  in  South  Africa,  he 
also  assisted  South  Africa’s  VIM  coordina¬ 
tor  Richard  Bosart  in  receiving  and  hosting 
teams.  Because  of  the  Lords’  strong  ties  to 
Louisiana,  several  teams  to  South  Africa 
have  been  housed  with  the  couple  in 
Johannesburg  suburb  parsonage.  A  second 
team  from  Louisiana  Tech’s  Wesley 
Foundation,  which  went  to  South  Africa  in 
blank  of  blank,  actually  stayed  with  the 
Lord’s  for  two  months.  “Our  son  was  with 
the  group  of  10  students.  It  was  a  joy  to 
host  them,”  said  Rev.  Lord. 

The  Lords  led  a  VIM  team  to  New 
Orleans  in  May,  building  bunk  beds  and 
helping  to  restore  St.  Mark’s  Community 
Center,  which  will  provide  housing  volun¬ 


teers  in  the  storm  recovery  effort. 

A  LAVIM  team  from  Broadmoor  UMC 
in  Baton  Rouge  spent  two  weeks  in 
October  helping  to  build  Balfour  Methodist 
Church,  located  in  Heidelberg,  80  kilome¬ 
ters  from  Johannesburg.  While  there,  the 
Broadmoor  team  presented  $25,000  to  the 
congregation.  The  church  will  be  dedicated 
on  Nov.  18. 

A  Louisiana  team  is  being  formed  now 
to  return  to  South  Africa  Nov.  16-27.  The 
group  will  attend  the  Balfour  church  dedi¬ 
cation,  volunteer  at  the  Khanyisile  AIDS 
Clinic  and  assist  in  the  construction  of  the 
eMseni  Conference  Center  near 
Johannesburg.  Registrations  are  being 
received  now  for  the  November  LAVIM 
mission  to  South  Africa.  The  cost  will  be 
approximately  $3,200  per  person.  Contact 
the  LAVIM  office  at  (225)  346-1646  to 
sign  up. 

The  November  team  will  also  attend  the 
induction  of  Rev.  Brian  Jenkins  as  district 
superintendent/Bishop  elect.  Another  inter¬ 
esting  Louisiana  connection  comes  from 
the  fact  that  Jenkins  has  two  sons  residing 
in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  connection  between  South  Africa 
continues  with  the  arrival  of  a  second  team 
from  Primrose  Methodist  Church  and 
Trinity/Spring  Methodist  Church  in  Dec. 
13-17  focusing  on  storm  recovery. 

“Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  have 
been  all  over  world,  with  South  Africa  as 
an  example  of  one  of  those  distant  destina¬ 
tions.  We  have  developed  good  friends  in 
these  countries  who  have,  in  gratitude, 
responded  to  our  needs  that  resulted  due  to 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita.  Like  our 
friends  from  Mexico,  the  South  Africans 
provide  help  in  the  form  of  VIM  teams.  We 
are  grateful  for  these  brothers  and  sisters  in 
Christ,”  said  Norman. 


Rev.  Jon  Lord  and  his  wife  Lisa  led  a  South  African  VIM  work  team  from  Primrose  Methodist 
Church  in  May  to  help  with  storm  recovery  in  New  Orleans. The  couple  stayed  on  in  the  city 
after  the  team  returned  home  so  that  Rev.  Lord  could  assume  a  position  in  the  Mission  Zone 
in  New  Orleans. The  Lords,  standing  back  left  with  group  pictured  at  right,  and  their  team 
volunteered  with  painting,  cleaning  and  bunk  bed  building  in  the  restoration  of  St.  Mark's 
Community  Center  on  Rampart  Street.  St.  Mark's  is  serving  as  a  housing  center  for  visiting 
work  teams  to  the  city.  The  group,  top,  spent  hours  cleaning  up  debris  in  the  courtyard  area 
inside  the  center,  which  sits  adjacent  to  St.  Mark's  United  Methodist  Church.  The  pool  at  St. 
Mark's  Community  Center,  a  popular  component  of  summer  children's  programs  at  the  cen¬ 
ter,  was  restored  to  its  original  function  by  members  of  the  South  African  VIM  team. 
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India  ,  from  page  1 

construction  vehicles.  The  highways  in 
India,  we  discovered,  are  like  a  live  I- 
MAX  as  you  meet  the  on-coming  traffic; 
for  us,  a  scary  adventure.  We  arrived  at 
the  Methodist  House  and  retired  after  a 
thankful  prayer  about  3  a.m. 

Feb. 19 

Up  at  6  a.m.,  started  our  first  full  day  in 
India  with  a  profound  message  from  team 
member  Ray  Lanham.  Ray,  a  former  mis¬ 
sionary  in  India,  based  his  message  on  1 
John  4:  7,  12.  He  reminded  us  of  a  pow¬ 
erful  Christian  symbol — the  cross.  The 
vertical  line  represents  our  relationship 
with  God,  and  the  horizontal  represents  our 
relationship  with  each  other.  When  either 
one  is  out  of  alignment,  the  other  is  off-kil¬ 
ter. 

After  a  hearty  breakfast  of  fried  eggs, 
delia  (cracked  wheat),  w'hite  bread  with 
butter  and  jam,  we  explored  the  grounds  of 
the  Methodist  House  before  boarding  the 
Clara  Swain  bus  for  our  trip  to  Bareilly. 

We  took  in  the  sounds  of  India — the  birds, 
the  horns  in  traffic,  chattering  and  singing 
on  the  bus,  vendors  with  goods  to  sell.  We 
saw  native  flowers,  the  brick  yards,  laun¬ 
dry  drying  in  the  fields,  children  playing 
cricket  and  the  Ganges  River.  The  markets 
were  filled  with  people,  and  animals  were 
everywhere.  The  smells  included  fragrant 
flowers,  burning  wood,  diesel  fuel,  food 
brought  by  our  Indian  friends,  and  yes,  the 
lack  of  proper  sewer  in  some  areas.  Of 
course,  the  temperature  was  in  the  80’s,  as 
is  typical  at  that  time  of  year. 

Feb.  20 

We  started  our  first  full  day  of  minister¬ 
ing  to  the  sick  at  Clara  Swain  Hospital 
with  a  free  medical  clinic  on  the  hospital 
grounds.  Rope  mazes  were  set  up  to  cre¬ 
ate  order  from  chaos.  At  the  front  of  the 
lines,  a  triage  unit  would  interview  people 
to  determine  the  type  of  medical  service 
they  needed  and  direct  them  down  the 
appropriate  rope  line  which  led  the  patient 
to  help  in  orthopedics,  pediatrics,  dental, 
vision,  etc.  Between  9  a.m.-2  p.m.,  a  total 
of  694  people  were  serviced. 

Each  day,  we  had  late  afternoon  chapel 
with  devotion  and  singing.  Someone  from 
Clara  Swain  or  their  guest  would  bring 
devotion  and  we  all  sang  and  participated. 

We  enjoyed  dinner  at  Babyfold  with 
doctors  and  staff  from  the  hospital.  Our 
food  consisted  of  chicken  soup,  fried 
chicken,  chicken  curry,  matter  rice  and 
Gajar  ka  Halwa,  a  sweet  carrot  pudding. 
Before  leaving  the  dining  room,  the 
LAVIM  team  presented  Lillian  Wallace 
with  S 1 1 ,000  to  help  with  medications  and 
hospital  expenses. 

Feb. 21 

We  rode  the  bus  to  Longpur/Faridpur 
where  the  Clara  Swain  crew  had  already 
set  up  the  medical  clinic  and  rope  lines.  By 
the  end  of  the  day,  1008  people  were 
served  for  various  ailments,  and  lots  of 
medications  were  distributed. 

Mid-morning,  we  were  treated  to  tea, 
an  Indian  tradition.  Some  of  the  men  pre¬ 
pared  pockri,  a  kind  of  Indian  potato  chip, 
for  our  snack  The  children  were  a 
delight.,  and  we  followed  them  into  the  vil¬ 
lage  where  we  saw  the  school.  We  also 
caught  a  glimpse  of  the  former  mayor’s 
home  and  his  new  daughter-in-law,  still  in 


her  wedding  finery. 

While  most  of  us  served  at  the  village 
clinic,  LAVIM  team  members  Carlos  and 
Saroj  Welch  and  Ray  and  Rose  Lanham 
assisted  Clara  Swain  Hospital’s  human 
resource  staff'  by  holding  valuable  inter¬ 
view  sessions  with  employees  of  the  hospi¬ 
tal. 

We  returned  to  the  hospital  around  4:30 
p.m.,  where  we  enjoyed  a  wonderful  song 
and  dance  program  put  on  by  children 
from  the  orphanage. 

Feb. 22 

After  the  medical  clinic  at  Baheri 
School,  our  LAVIM  team  headed  into  the 
Himalayan  foothills  to  the  Sat  Tal 
Christian  Ashram.  The  Ashram  chapel,  a 
beautiful  polygon  remodeled  two  years 
ago,  is  made  of  glass  windows  with  bench¬ 
es  under  the  windows  and  a  balcony. 

Feb. 26 

All  pastors  in  the  group  were  assigned 
to  different  churches  to  preach  at  Sunday 
services.  Dressed  in  their  own  Indian 
style  sarees  or  shirts/tunics,  the  LAVIM 
group  went  to  morning  service  of  choice. 

March  4 

We  arrived  in  Chicago  after  a  14  hour 
flight  from  New  Delhi.  We  parted  ways 
with  the  VIM  persons  from  the  northeast 
United  States  and  Texas.  We  ultimately 
made  it  home  and  “crashed”  for  a  few 
days.  While  in  India,  we  gave  it  all  we  had. 
We  saw  all  we  could,  ministered  to  as 
many  as  we  could,  and  we  met  as  many  as 
we  could. 


LAVIM  needs  teams  for  north  Louisiana  home  repair 

Plain  Dealing  is  a  Louisiana  community  faced  with  the  effects  of  poverty.  Over  one  third 
of  its  families  are  living  at  or  below  the  poverty  level.  Forty  five  percent  of  all  house¬ 
holds  are  led  by  a  single  parent,  and  the  dropout  rate  from  high  school  is  at  an  over¬ 
whelming  27  percent. "The  crippling  poverty  has  had  a  ripple  effect  on  the  whole  of  the 
community,  affecting  its  schools  and  clinics. The  town,  as  a  whole,  has  few  resources  to 
help  its  citizens  improve  their  lives,"  said  Rev.  Doug  Milliron,  pastor  of  the  Plain 
Dealing/Walker's  Chapel  charge. "The  need  for  outside  help  is  critical."  Louisiana 
Volunteers  in  Mission  seeks  to  organize  teams  to  help  with  roofing,  painting,  porch  and 
ramp  construction,  and  general  clean  up  in  the  Plain  Dealing  area. "We  hope  to  target 
up  to  100  homes  through  this  effort,"  said  Milliron. Teams  will  be  housed  at  Plain 
Dealing  United  Methodist  Church,  and  those  wishing  to  know  more  about  the  commu¬ 
nity  may  contact  Judy  Nugent,  missions  coordinator  for  Plain  Dealing  UMC,  by  calling 
(318)  326-501 2.  For  more  information  about  organizing  a  mission  team  to  the  Plain 
Dealing  area  may  contact  the  LAVIM  office  in  Baton  Rouge,  (225)  346-1646. 
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2006-2007  MEXICO 

MINI-MEDICAL/ 

CONSTRUCTION 

REYNOSA,  CARBONERAS, 
MATAMOROS,  NUEVO  PROGRESO, 
VALLE  HERMOSO 

DATES  TEAM  LEADER 

August  17-20  LeAnn  Causey 

September  7-10  Tom  Dungan 

September  14-17  Jerry  Sheppard 

September  21-24  Mark  Martin 


October  5-8 
October  19-22 
November  2-5 
November  16-19 

Nov.  30-Dec.  3 
J anuary  4-7 
January  18-21 
February  1-4 

February  8-11 
March  1-4 

March  15-18 
April  12-15 
April  26-29 

May  3-6 

May  17-20 

June  7-10 
June  21-24 
July  5-8 
July  19-22 
August  2-5 

August  16-19 


TBA 

Glenn  Cambre 

Lisa  Todd 

Asbury  UMC  - 
Lafayette 

Jim  Maker 

TBA 

LeAnn  Causey 

Jefferson  UMC 
Baton  Rouge 

Irvin  Boudreaux 

Asbury  UMC 
Lafayette 

Mike  Brandao 

Tom  Dungan 

Broadmoor  UMC 
Shreveport 

Scott  Bullock  / 
Sheryl  Gonsoulin 

Mary  Anne 
Schindler 

Pat  Rice 

TBA 

TBA 

TBA 

First  UMC 
Lake  Charles 

TBA 


2006  MISSION  OPPORTUNITIES 


INTERNATIONAL 

Cuba 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

TASK 

November  10-19 

Havana 

Mark  Martin 

Construction(FULL) 

Honduras 

July  15-24 

Subirana 

Medical 

Tom  Crouse 

Construction/VBS  (FULL) 

Mexico 

July  24-29 

Valle  Hermosa 

Bill  Bagiev 

Jerry  Hilbun 

Construction 

October  23-27 

Reynosa 

Medical/Construction 

South  Africa 

November  16-27 

Balfour  Church 

Larry  Norman 

Dedication/Aids 

Project/Emmaus 

USA 

Louisiana 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

TASK 

September  13-16 

Dulac  Community 
Center 

Rachel  Scott 

Construction/Repair 

Ohio 

August  20-27 

Triple  S  Camp 
Columbus,  OH 

Bill  McKee 

Construction/Repair 

2007  MISSION  OPPORTUNITIES 


INTERNATIONAL 

Cambodia 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

TASK 

February  1-10 

Phnom  Penh 

Jack  O'Dell 

Construction 

July  18-31 

Phnom  Penh 

Lamar  Oliver 

Construction 

Guatemala 

June  30  -  July  8 

Lemoa 

John  Krause 

Construction 

India 

Feb.  16  -  Mar.  3 

J  amaica 

Bareilly,  Clara 
Swain  Hospital 

Larry  Norman 

Construction/Repair 

April  6-14 

Interior 

Angela  Bulhof 

Construction 

Mexico 

June  9-16 

Valle  Hermosa 

Will  Butterfield 

Construction 

Peru 

July 

Tambo  de'  Mora 

Rodolfo  (Nino)  Falconi 

Construction 

Venezuela 

July 

West  Africa 

El  Renuevo 
Ministries 

Larry  Norman 

Construction/Medical 

December 

Senegal 

Alonzo  Campbell 

General  Ministries 

USA 

Alaska 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

TASK 

Summer 

Nome 

Judd  Hammond 

Construction 

Louisiana 

January  25-27 

Sager  Brown/ 
Baldwin,  LA 

Shelia  Edwards 

Packing/Repair 
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...the  historical  Methodist  jurisdictional 
conference  center  for  training  clergy 
and  laity.  A  holy  mountaintop  retreat,  a 
gathering  place  to  nurture  one’s  soul 


LAVIM  goes  to  Alaska 


A  LAVIM  team,  led  by  Allen  Tuten,  recently  returned  from  a  mission  to  Haines,  Alaska.  During  their  time  in  Haines,  the  team 
performed  random  acts  of  kindness  for  various  businesses  and  offices  in  the  community.  One  act  of  kindness  was  the  gift  of  a 
batch  of  homemade  cookies  to  the  owner  of  the  local  lumber  yard.  The  United  Methodist  cross  and  flame  was  in  the  bottom  of 
the  plate,  and  a  special  note  was  attached  saying, "This  is  a  random  act  of  kindness  from  the  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission. 
May  God  bless  you!"The  team  included,  seated,  Linda  Tuten,  Mildred  Tuten,  Emily  Meriwether,  Linda  Newton,  Joan  Warren,  Faye 
Barnes  and  standing,  Mary  Belle  Tuten,  Barbara  Kirkland,  Neill  Kirkland,  R.  F.  Wilson,  Jim  Tuten,  Doyle  Coffelt,  Tommie  Oglesbee 
and  Guy  Barnes.  Allen  Tuten,  team  leader,  was  the  photographer. "Our  mission  went  very  well.The  people  were  extremely  hos¬ 
pitable  and  the  scenery  was  fantastic.  Our  primary  mission  of  building  relationships  was  a  big  success  and  work  projects  were 
completed  as  well,"  said  Tuten. The  next  LAVIM  mission  to  Alaska  will  be  during  the  summer  of  2006  when  a  team  will  travel  to 
Nome.  For  more  information,  contact  the  LAVIM  office  at  (225)  346-1646. 


and  renew  the  body,  mind  and  spirit. 


150  N.W.  Skyline  Dr. 
Fayetteville,  AR  72701 
(800)760-8126 
(479)  443-4531 
mail@mountsequoyah.org 
www.mountsequoyah.org 


Art  institution  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 


Conference  &  Retreat 
Center 


South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Events 


June  20-24 
July  12-15 

July  13-16 
August  22-23 

September  5-1 1 
September  1 9-22 
October  9-13 

October  23-26 
November  3-5 
November  10-12. 
November  16-1 8 
November  28  &  29 

December  1 


January  8-12 
March  20-22 
April  9-13 
April  16-20 

May  8-10 

June  19-23 
October  8-12 

October  22-25 
November  2-4 
December  7 


2006 

Bishops  Week 
SCJ  Healthy  Conference 
Leadership  Training 
SCJ  Lay  Speakers  Training 
Church  Planter  Tune  Up, 
Bob  Crcssman 


Interim 


ptor  Training  Phase  I 
t  Leadership.. . 

;  of  Gold 
;  Retreat 
banning 
histees 

yelop  a  Coaching 
Db  Crossman 


SCJ  Lea 
SCJ  Sin(j 
SCJ  Con 
Board  of] 

How  to  I 
Ministry,  I 
Spirit  of  Christmas 

20071 

New  Church  Leadership 
Interim  Pastor  Training  Phase  II 
SCJ  Volqrtteer  Week 
New  Church  Leadership 
Institute,  Bob  Crossman 
Boot  Camp  for  Church  Planters, 
Bob  Crossman 
Bishops  Week 
New  Church  Leadership 
Institute,  Bob  Crossman 
SCJ  Leaves  of  Gold 
SCJ  Singles  Retreat 
Spirit  of  Christmas 


£ 


United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 

Income  Fund 
Earn  4.75% 

■  Liquid  — Money  is  available 
at  any  time. 

■  Cost-efficient— There  are  no 
fees  of  any  kind. 

■  Flexible— No  “locked  in”  time  or 
early  withdrawal  penalty. 

■  Adjustable— Rates  increase 
with  the  market. 

■  Connectional— Together,  the 
churches  and  institutions  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

_  accomplish  more. 

Support  the  ministries  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  enjoy  these  benefits— contact  us  to  find  out  how. 


Rate  is  subject  to  change.  Interest  is  accrued  daily  and  compounded  quarterly. 


5 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

of  Louisiana  — 


8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70809 
(225)  346-1535  (800)  256-9317 

www.umf.org 


The  new  post  office 
box  for  the  New 
Orleans  District  office 
is 


P.  0.  Box  1 5259 
New  Orleans,  LA 
70175-0259 
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September  is  Open  House  Month  for  United  Methodist  Church 


September  is  Open  House  Month  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  Sunday  School 
can  be  an  important  part  of  the  Open 
House  effort  that  is  being  supported  by 
Igniting  Ministries  and  the  Council  of 
Bishops.  What  a  perfect  opportunity  for 
starting  new  classes,  and  for  promoting  the 
Sunday  school  and  other  small  group  set¬ 


tings  for  learning  and  growing  as  disciples. 

As  you  plan  for  the  upcoming  year,  here 
are  some  resources  that  are  available  to 
you. 

An  “Idea  Sheet”  filled  with  tips  on 
using  the  Open  House  theme  to  generate 
enthusiasm  for  Christian  education  can  be 
found  by  visiting 


www.sundayschool.cokesbury.com.  The 
sheet  suggests  that  congregations  select  a 
date  in  September  to  celebrate  Open 
House,  and  gives  specific  ideas  on  activi¬ 
ties,  strategies  and  promotion. 

Use  the  Christian  Education  Week 

See  Open  House,  page  7 


From  Russia  with  love 


Larry  Cobb,  member  of  a  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  team  working  in  Ekaterinburg,  Russia,  gets  a  helping  hand  from  a 
young  local  who  volunteered  to  help  Cobb  with  a  construction  project.  Russian  children,  above  right,  enjoy  working  puppets  as 
part  of  Vacation  Bible  School  led  by  members  of  the  LAVIM  team,  which  served  in  Ekaterinburg  June  1 3-24.  A  sign  in  front  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ekaterinburg  welcomes  local  residents  to  worship  at  the  church,  which  has  a  long  standing  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 


LAVIM  mission  team  serves  church  in  Ekaterinburg 


The  following  article  was  written  by 
Rev.  Mark  Martin,  associate  pastor  for 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  after  a  LAVIM  mission  to 
Ekaterinburg,  Russia  June  13-24. 

Over  1 5  years  ago  I  remember  hearing 
about  everything  our  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  was  doing  to  help  start  a 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Russia.  Like 
others  local  churches,  Broadmoor  UMC 
in  Shreveport  helped  by  sending  food  and 
other  support.  I  was  fascinated  with  the 
stories  and  wanted  to  go  there.  Finally, 
my  wife  Rhonda  and  I  had  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  this  month. 


Our  LAVIM  team  was  led  by  James 
Gillespie  and  consisted  of  13  others  from 
three  different  churches.  They  included 
Adam  Wood,  Mark  and  Rhonda  Martin, 
Tom  and  Mary  Mac  Thompson,  Carol 
Boudreaux,  Beth  Matthews,  Nancy 
Coghill,  Elaine  Foreman,  Jim  Bonhyam, 
Larry  Cobb,  Diana  Watson  and  Stephanie 
Braselton. 

When  we  arrived  in  Ekaterinburg  (or 
Yekaterinburg),  I  found  it  to  be  like  many 
other  places  throughout  the  world.  This 
large  city,  the  third  largest  in  Russia  with 
over  2  million  people,  is  very  modem 
and  more  European  than  Soviet  in  style. 
The  people  looked  like  they  could  have 


been  from  anywhere  in  Europe  or  the 
U.S.  The  economy  is  picking  up  with 
many  shoppers  out  buying.  In  fact  many 
stores  have  names  written  in  English  and 
Russian.  Still  the  Russian  alphabet  was 
quite  a  challenge.  A  discrepancy  still 
exists  between  those  who  have  a  great 
deal  of  money,  and  those  who  have  little. 
The  dominant  building  structures  were 
rectangular  shaped,  multi-story  buildings 
packed  with  small  apartments  or  flats. 

When  we  pulled  into  the  church  park¬ 
ing  lot,  I  was  impressed.  The  building  is 
a  beautiful  red  brick  structure  with  a  bell 

See  Russia,  page  7 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


A  Green  Brick  in  a  Red  Brick  Fence 


The  green  brick  has  been  there  for 
some  time  I  gather.  In  fact,  it  looks 
weathered  enough  to  have  been  there 
from  the  original  construction  of  the 
entrance  fence.  But,  whether  it  is  old  or 
new,  it  only  recently  caught  my  atten¬ 
tion.  And  I  don’t  know  why  I  didn’t  see 
it  earlier.  It  is  so  bright,  and  so  out  of 
place  amongst  all  the  red  bricks  with 
which  it  shares  a  very  cozy  relationship 
that  it  should  have  been  noticed  long 
ago. 

The  entrance  to  one  of  the  boulevards 
in  our  subdivision  has  a  lovely  red  brick 
fence,  mirrored  on  either  side  of  the 
street  and  stretching  for  most  of  the 
block.  It  is  the  only  fence  like  it  in  our 
neighborhood,  and  has  been  painstaking¬ 
ly  cared  for  since  its  construction.  But 
right  in  the  middle  of  the  southern  por¬ 
tion,  low  to  the  ground  about  three  rows 
from  the  bottom,  is  a  bright  green  brick. 

It  is  almost  metallic  looking,  and  obvi¬ 
ously  was  painted  that  color  by  some 
intentional  artistic  hand  from  the  past. 
From  the  weathered  effect  of  the  brick,  it 
has  been  painted  that  color  for  quite 
some  time.  But  I  only  noticed  it  a  few 
days  ago. 

As  is  my  propensity  when  I  see 
strange  things,  I  began  to  wonder  why 
this  had  happened  this  way  and  what  it 
may  have  to  say  to  me.  My  first  stab  at 
it  was  to  look  at  the  green  brick  as  the 
main  object.  There  it  is  at  the  base  of 
the  fence.  What  is  its  relationship  to  the 
remaining  sea  of  red  bricks?  Could  it  be 
a  symbol  of  the  church  that  is  becoming 
more  and  more  isolated  in  a  sea  of  build¬ 
ing  blocks  that  make  up  our  world? 
Fortunately  the  total  church  in  the  United 
States  hasn’t  become  so  isolated  from 
the  society  around  it  as  to  be  hidden 
among  the  stones.  But  such  isolation  has 
happened  in  many  other  countries  as  the 
church  has  receded  from  its  once  promi¬ 
nent  place  of  power  and  influence  and  is 
now  relegated  primarily  to  monuments 
to  the  past.  When  I  read  annually  of  the 
decline  of  our  beloved  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  USA,  I  painfully  wonder  if 
we  will  become  like  the  green  brick  lost 
in  a  sea  of  red. 

Or  perhaps  the  green  brick  signals  a 
particular  theology  that  is  key  to  the  sta¬ 
bility  of  the  fence,  but  is  not  the  only 
piece  of  molded  clay  that  is  necessary  to 
build  a  complete  fence.  I  am  convinced 
that  “Wesleyan  Theology”  is  the  key 
building  block  to  understanding  the 
depth  and  fullness  of  the  love  and  grace 
of  the  living  God.  However,  I  know  it 
is  not  the  only  way  to  view  God  and  I 
honor  other  theological  traditions  that 
give  us  different  and  important  insights. 
A  true  theological  structure  will  reflect 
many  theologies  bound  together  by  the 
common  mortar  of  the  all-encompassing 
God.  But  “Wesleyan  Theology”  is 
going  to  stand  out  in  that  structure  with 


a  bright  hue  that 
says,  “Consider  me 
with  an  ever  deep¬ 
ening  probing,  for  I 
am  unique  and  I 
deserve  special  con¬ 
sideration.” 

And  then  my 
thoughts  shifted  to 
see  the  multitude  of 
red  bricks  as  the 
main  focal  point,  and 
the  green  brick  as  only  the  minor  and 
strangely  placed  object.  One  could  look 
at  the  fence  from  this  vantage  point  and 
see  the  red  bricks  as  the  church  of  the 
living  God  and  the  primary  part  of  any 
stable  structure.  However,  in  the  midst 
of  any  vital  church  is  always  a  lone 
voice,  like  a  green  brick,  that  stands  out 
and  calls  us  to  accountability  and  truth. 
Like  a  prophet!  It  doesn’t  look  like  the 
rest.  It  doesn’t  sound  like  the  rest.  It 
doesn’t  even  reason  like  the  rest.  But  it 
is  an  integral  part  of  the  whole  and  is 
necessary  to  the  total  structure.  If  you 
pull  that  one  lone  brick  out  of  its  place, 
the  remainder  of  the  structure  won’t  col¬ 
lapse,  but  it  will  be  weakened  enough 
that  other  elements  can  chip  away  at  the 
structure  at  that  point  of  weakness  and 
eventually  bring  it  tumbling  down. 

A  church  without  accountability  and 
without  the  voice  of  the  prophet  can 
build  itself  into  a  very  pretty  structure, 
but  there  is  an  Achilles  heel  that  can 
bring  it  to  the  ground.  Without  the 
prophetic  voice,  calling  us  to  social  and 
spiritual  accountability  we  can  become  a 
beautiful  architectural  wonder,  but  we 
will  be  missing  a  key  ingredient.  We 
must  always  mix  social  holiness  with 
vital  piety  or  we  will  totally  miss  the 
mark  of  our  high  calling  and  become 
nothing  more  than  “white  washed  tombs 
full  of  dead  persons  bones.” 

We  have  the  beautiful  opportunity  to 
build  our  own  fence  that  is  the  church  of 
Jesus  Christ.  We  can  hide  the  church  in 
the  midst  of  the  world  until  it  is  so 
obscure  that  it  isn’t  very  noticeable.  Or, 
we  can  be  the  major  portion  of  the  struc¬ 
ture,  depending  on  the  unusual  bricks  to 
call  us  to  a  loving  accountability  that 
moves  us  closer  to  being  an  integrated 
wall  of  strength  and  stability.  It’s  all  in 
how  we  want  to  live  our  leg  of  this  jour¬ 
ney  through  life.  I  think  I  want  to  be  in 
the  red  bricks,  but  I  certainly  want  a 
brother  or  sister  who  is  the  green  one 
among  us  who  keeps  us  on  the  right 
track.  What  color  do  you  prefer  or  do 
you  feel  called  to  be? 

In  Christ’s  love. 

Bill  Hutchinson 

4^  46^4^0 


Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  and  his  wife  Kay  are  pictured  in  Seoul,  South 
Korea  during  the  World  Methodist  Conference  held  July  20-24.  Hutchinson 
was  installed  as  a  Presidium  member  for  the  World  Methodist  Council. 


Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson, 
Episcopal  leader  for  the  La.  Annual 
Conference,  was  installed  July  24  as  a 
Presidium  member  for  the  World 
Methodist  Council  during  its  confer¬ 
ence  in  Seoul,  South  Korea. 

More  than  2,000  Methodists  gath¬ 
ered  in  Seoul  July  20-24  for  the  19th 
World  Methodist  Conference,  held 
every  five  years. 

Hutchinson  serves  on  the 
Presidium  with  Rev.  Mvume  Dandala, 
All  Africa  Council  of  Churches, 
Methodist  Church  in  Kenya;  Rev.  H. 
Eddie  Fox,  United  Methodist  Church, 
USA;  Fabiola  Grandon,  Methodist 
Church  in  Chile;  Bishop  Thomas 
Hoyt,  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  USA;  and  Samuel  Samuels, 
Methodist  Church  of  the  Caribbean 
and  Americas.  Also,  Chita  Milan, 
World  Federation  of  Methodist  and 
Uniting  Church  Women;  Gideon 
Salatan,  youth  representative  from  the 
Philippines  Central  Conference; 
Bishop  Kyung  Ha  Shin,  Korean 
Methodist  Church;  and  the  Rev.  Jill  an 


de  Geer,  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Zealand. 

Hutchinson  represents  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  USA. 

The  Rev.  John  C.  A.  Barrett  of  the 
British  Methodist  Church  was  elected 
as  the  new  chairperson  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council,  which  includes 
churches  in  132  countries. 

“To  speak  of  differences  of  size 
only  begins  to  touch  on  the  diversity 
that  is  part  of  this  body,”  said  Barrett. 
“What  a  rich  diversity  it  is.  I  am  con¬ 
scious  that  a  large  proportion  of  our 
Methodist  family  would  never  be  able 
to  attend  a  conference  like  this.” 

He  described  a  congregation  he 
visited  in  Ghana.  Though  it  was  very 
small  and  the  people  were  poorly 
dressed,  they  were  so  excited  to  hear 
of  the  Methodist  Church  worldwide 
and  excited  to  be  part  of  such  a  large 
community. 

He  reiterated  that  the  Methodist 
Church  stands  for  justice  and  peace, 
hearing  the  groans  of  people  who  suf¬ 
fer  around  the  world. 
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A  letter  from  Cambodia 

The  following  letter  was  written  by  Esther  Gitobou,  GBGM  missionary,  serving  in 
Cambodia. 

Dear  friends  of  Cambodia, 

Won’t  you  help  me  sing  this  song  of  thanksgiving,  “Asante  sana  Yesu,  Asante  sana 

Yesu . (We  thank  you,  thank  you  Jesus....)”  with  Spean  Chivit  Congregation?  It  was  a 

brand  new  beginning  on  July  1 6,  2006  with  the  first  worship  service  at  the  brand  new 
building  at  Spean  Chivit  Methodist  Church  in  Cambodia.  A  groundbreaking  ceremony 
was  held  exactly  two  years  before  this  momentous  day  and  was  attended  by  a  Volunteers 
in  Mission  team  from  the  Louisiana  Conference.  The  Lord  has  been  faithful.  He  raised 
and  provided  the  funds  needed  to  buy  the  land  and  build  a  house  of  worship  for  this  con¬ 
gregation  through  the  support  of  Methodist  Churches  and  members  of  Louisiana 
Conference. 

Rev.  William  Wamock,  District  Superintendent  of  Kandal  and  Takeo  Districts,  led  a 
delegation  on  a  45  minutes  ride  from  Phnom  Penh  for  the  thanksgiving  service.  The  group 
consisted  of  missionaries  and  their  children;  Pastor  Yim  Choueng,  the  main  contractor  for 
the  project;  Mrs.  Nou  kimsan,  president  of  Cambodia  Methodist  Women;  and  pastors  and 
friends  of  Methodist  Mission  in  Cambodia  to  Kandal.  Our  joy  could  hardly  be  contained 
when  we  walked  in  to  church  and  the  children  welcomed  us  with  the  song  “We  thank  you, 
thank  you  Jesus. . .”  Indeed  they  are  thankful  for  prayers  answered.  They  have  patiently 
been  worshipping  in  the  pastor’s  house.  Pastor  Yin  Dina  told  the  group  how  the  congrega¬ 
tion  has  prayed  for  the  blessing  of  a  house  of  worship  for  the  past  seven  years.  The  hospi¬ 
tality  showered  upon  us  was  overwhelming  and  I  could  sense  their  sincere  gratitude 
towards  Louisiana  Conference  for  financial  help  extended  to  them. 

The  thanksgiving  service  was  a  joyous  occasion  for  everyone.  For  me,  it  was  a  stamp 
of  confirmation  from  God  that  the  seven  years  of  labor  since  the  birthing  of  this  congrega¬ 
tion  has  not  been  in  vain.  Spean  Chivit  has  grown  into  a  God-loving  and  God  fearing 
congregation  which  shares  the  vision  of  reaching  out  to  other  un-reached  villages.  Many 
of  the  youth  in  the  Church  are  growing  very  strong  in  their  faith  with  no  less  than  three  of 
them  having  the  desire  to  go  to  Bible  College  to  prepare  for  full-time  ministry.  1  am  struck 
by  how  faithful  God  has  been  in  allowing  the  members  of  Spean  Chivit  Methodist  Church 
to  grow  in  number  and  in  spiritual  maturity  over  the  years.  I  am  also  encouraged  to  note 
that  despite  cultural  language  barriers,  close  ties  and  friendships  can  be  formed.  When 
we  united  our  voices  to  sing  “We  thank  you,  thank  you  Jesus. . .”  simultaneously  in 
Khmer.  Swahili,  English  and  French,  I  could  only  confirm  that  we  are  indeed  all  part  of 
one  family-God’s  family. 

My  family  is  grateful  for  the  prayers  and  support  that  churches  have  been  giving  to  the 
work  in  Cambodia.  We  have  so  many  instances  where  prayers  were  answered  in  the  nick 
of  time.  This  reminds  us  of  how  God  leads  us  with  a  lamp;  allowing  us  to  see  only  what  is 
immediately  ahead  of  us.  We  are  also  beginning  to  feel  more  at  home  with  God’s  manage¬ 
ment  style,  always  surprising  us  in  the  nick  of  time.  Thank  you  for  supporting  our  pastors; 
for  building  house  of  worship  for  congregations;  for  the  pigs  and  cows  that  are  now  help¬ 
ing  families  generate  income  to  just  put  a  meal  on  the  table  for  their  families;  for  scholar¬ 
ships  to  send  the  poorest  of  the  poor  to  school;  for  Covenant  Relationship  with  mission¬ 
aries . the  list  is  endless.  THANK  YOU!  THANK  YOU!  We  are  humbled  by  God’s 

faithfulness  and  provision. 

Together  in  His  Service 

Esther,  Nicholas,  Jeanette,  Nicole,  Michelle 

Missionary  Advance  #  13959Z 

Email:  Netcam@online.com.kh 


GBGM  Missionary  Esther  Gitobou  speaks  during  a  worship  service  in  Cambodia. 


La.  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Opelousas  recently  celebrated  its  200th 
anniversary  with  services  led  by  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson ,  attended  by  over  200 
members  and  friends. 


Opelousas  church  celebrates  200  years 


La.  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Opelousas  celebrated  200  years  of  min¬ 
istry  during  church  services  on  May  7. 
Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson,  who 
arrived  in  a  buggy  driven  from  the  court 
house  to  the  church,  preached  to  a  crowd 
of  over  200  people.  “Preacher  Elisha 
Bowman  of  Mississippi  founded  the 
Methodist  church  in  1806.  The  Opelousas 
church  once  held  services  in  a  home  where 
our  U.  S.  Post  Office  now  stands,”  said 


Rev.  Dale  Hensarling,  pastor.  La.  Memorial 
UMC,  the  oldest  Methodist  church  west  of 
the  Mississippi  River,  serves  the  communi¬ 
ty  from  facilities  built  in  1955.  The  current 
complex  replaced  a  building  circa  1901, 
which  is  now  a  teen  center  in  Opelousas. 
After  the  service,  the  congregation  enjoyed 
a  celebration  banquet  in  Lauman  Hall.  A 
portrait  of  Georgia  Lauman,  for  whom  the 
hall  is  named,  was  unveiled. 


United  Methodist  Relief  Agency 
Needs  Funds  for  Middle  East  Crisis 


NEW  YORK,  NY— The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  recently 
issued  an  urgent  appeal  for  funds  to  assist 
civilians  caught  in  the  renewed  fighting  in 
the  Middle  East. 

“Our  funds  for  Middle  East  emergen¬ 
cies  are  painfully  low,”  said  the  Rev.  Paul 
Dirdak,  UMCOR  director.  “As  Christians 
and  as  a  denomination,  we  need  to  equip 
ourselves  to  do  our  part  in  responding  to 
humanitarian  needs  in  this  tragic  situation.” 

Contributions  should  go  to  the  Middle 
East  Emergency  Fund  (#601740)  of  the 
Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church,  the 
United  Methodist  designated  mission  giv¬ 
ing  fund. 

Dirdak  said  that  this  general  fund  allows 
UMCOR  to  respond  to  civilian  needs  on 
any  front  in  the  confrontation.  “We  are 
concerned  for  all  civilians  in  this  ongoing 
crisis,”  he  said.  “We  have  a  number  of 
options  for  channeling  assistance  into 


Lebanon,  Gaza,  and  Israel.  We  are  deeply 
involved  in  the  dialogue  among  humanitar¬ 
ian  groups  as  to  how  to  best  respond  to  the 
emergency.” 

Donations  can  be  made  online  or  by 
telephone,  mail  or  by  putting  a  check  in  the 
collection  plate  of  any  United  Methodist 
Church.  One  hundred  percent  of  the  con¬ 
tribution  goes  to  the  Advance  ministry 
indicated. 

Checks  may  be  written  to  UMCOR, 
with  Middle  East  Emergency  fund 
#601740  and  placed  in  collection  plates  or 
mailed  directly  to;  UMCOR,  P.O.  Box 
9068,  New  York,  NY  10087-9068.  Credit 
card  donations  may  be  made  by  calling 
800-554-8583.  You  may  also  make  a  dona¬ 
tion  online  at 

http://secure.gbgm- 

umc.org/donations/donate.cffn?code=60 1 7 
40&id=30. 
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Bayou  Blue  UMC  has  "busy"  July 


r  tt 

‘•m 

w 

L*  t 

s  sM 

Wi  J 

Children  enjoy  the  Vacation  Bible  School  supplies  provided  by  a  fundraiser  held  at 
Bayou  Blue  United  Methodist  Church  during  the  month  of  July. 


Bayou  Blue  United  Methodist  Church 
and  members  of  the  church’s  United 
Methodist  Women  have  been  “quite  busy” 
during  the  month  of  July.  The  UMW  held 
a  tea  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  for  80  guests 
on  July  8.  Funds  were  raised  for  Vacation 
Bible  School  supplies.  Approximately  80 
women  and  young  ladies  attended  the  tea 
which  was  held  in  the  Fellowship  Hall. 
Each  table  was  decorated  to  an  individual 
theme  by  a  member  and  finger  foods  were 
served  while  “The  Lesson  of  the  Teacup” 
was  shared  as  the  program. 

During  the  week  of  July  17-23, 
Vacation  Bible  School  attracted  55  children 
who  enjoyed  this  year’s  theme — 
“Adventures  of  the  Treasure  Seekers”. 

Mission  focuses  this  year  were  the 
MacDonell  Home  for  Children  in  Houma, 


banners  and  phone  cards  for  troops  in  Iraq, 
and  helping  with  the  purchase  of  associate 
pastor  Milton  Bourque’s  cleric  gown.  The 
gown  was  presented  to  Bourque  on  the  last 
night  of  VBS. 

Several  unique  ideas  were  employed  to 
raise  funds  for  missions.  A  contest  between 
the  boys  and  the  girls  resulted  in  the  girls 
as  winners,  with  the  contribution  of  the 
most  change  during  the  week.  Their  reward 
was  a  comical  chocolate  pie  in  the  face  for 
Rev.  Bourque. 

A  photographer  was  present  each  night 
and  a  DVD  was  made  with  pictures  of  all 
the  children  participating  in  all  the  activi¬ 
ties  along  with  a  video  clip  of  the  last 
night.  These  DVD’s  are  being  sold  and  the 
funds  will  be  applied  toward  missions. 


Martin  Luther  King  III  visits  Dulac 


Martin  Luther  King  III  recently  visited  Dulac  and  other  areas  of  Louisiana  struck  by 
Hurricanes  Rita  and  Hurricane  Katrina.  His  July  1 2th  visit  included  meeting  with  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  United  Houma  Nation  as  well  as  touring  devastated  areas  and  areas  struck 
by  on-going  poverty.  King  is  promoting  his  program  of  "Realizing  the  Dream"  to  over  20 
areas  in  the  United  States.  Rev.  Kirby  Verret,  who  met  with  King,  is  a  former  Tribal 
Chairman  of  the  United  Houma  Nation  and  is  currently  the  elder  member  of  the  United 
Houma  Nation  Tribal  Council.  He  is  also  the  pastor  for  Clanton  Chapel  UMC,  which 
serves  the  Dulac  area.  Principal  Chief  Brenda  Dardar  Robichaux  led  a  delegation  to 
Dulac  to  meet  with  the  Tribal  members  at  the  Dulac  Community  Center  and  in  District 
#3,  the  Council  District  that  Rev.  Verret  represents  on  the  Council. 


Ford  graduates  from  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  Course 

Ross  Ford,  Jr.  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  graduated  from  the  Saint  Paul  School  of 
Theology  Course  of  Study  School  in  Kansas  City,  MO.,  July  27, 2006.  Ford  currently 
serves  the  Lecompte-Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyville  charge. 


Hughes  earns  Doctorate  of  Ministry 


Dr.  Barry  Hughes,  second  from  right,  is  pictured  with  his  exam  committee.  Dr.  Paul 
Knitter,  Dr.  Jane-Ann  Clarke  and  Dr.  Jay  McDaniel 


Rev.  Barry  Hughes,  pastor  of  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Bossier 
City,  recently  completed  the  Doctor  of 
Ministry  Program  at  United  Theological 
Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Rev.  Dr.  Hughes’  dissertation  was 
entitled  “Who  is  my  Neighbor? 
Christian/Muslim  Relations  as  a  way  of 
Fulfilling  the  Great  Commandment,  “ 
which  involved  a  research  project  that 
brought  members  of  Asbury  UMC  into 
relationship  with  Muslims  from  the  two 
Islamic  groups  in  the  Shreveport-Bossier 
area. 


Dr.  Paul  F.  Knitter,  Hughes’  mentor, 
said,  “I  am  both  delighted  and  proud  to 
have  had  Barry  with  us  over  the  past 
few  years.  He  has  been  an  example  for 
the  other  students  and  for  us,  mentors,  of 
academic  seriousness,  pastoral  sensitivi¬ 
ty,  and  supportive  friendship.” 

Hughes  also  has  a  degree  in  music 
education  from  the  University  of 
Arkansas  at  Little  Rock  and  Masters 
Degrees  from  both  Southwestern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  and  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  at  Southern 
Methodist  University. 
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Members  of  First  UMC  Lake  Charles  stand  on  the  ramp  they  constructed  at  St.  Peters  UMC 
in  Jeannerette.  Rev.  Erica  Jenkins,  pastor  of  St.  Peters  UMC,  is  pictured  with  the  group. 

St.  Peters  UMC  Jeannerette  receives  handicap  ramps 


Eight  members  of  The  Carpenter’s 
Helpers,  a  construction  ministry  based  out 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake 
Charles,  built  a  handicap  ramp  for  St.  Peter 
UMC  in  Jeanerette  on  March  18. 

Rev.  Erica  R.  Jenkins,  pastor  of  St.  Peter 
UMC,  and  Brother  C.  J.  Poledore,  trustees 
chair,  greeted  the  group  and  made  arrange¬ 
ments  for  donuts,  juice  and  a  “great”  ham¬ 
burger  lunch. 

The  engineering  plans  for  the  ramp 
were  prepared  by  Manuel  David,  member 
of  University  UMC  in  Lake  Charles,  who 
was  unable  to  make  the  trip.  Team  mem¬ 
bers  from  First  UMC  included  Mike  Mayo, 
team  leader,  Steve  Landry,  Glyn  Phenice, 
Greg  Bergstedt,  Dave  Meacham  and  John 
Bergstedt.  Scott  and  Andrew  Bergstedt, 
members  of  Henning  Memorial  UMC  in 


Sulphr,  joined  the  group. 

“The  Carpenter’s  Helpers  are  really  a 
database  of  persons  who  will  answer  the 
call  for  construction  ministry.  We  have  no 
meetings  or  dues.  Not  all  members  do  all 
projects.  A  lot  of  our  work  focuses  on  help¬ 
ing  those  in  need  in  the  community,  but  has 
included  LAV1M  trips  out  of  the  country 
and  disaster  recovery  assistance  here  in 
Louisiana, ’’said  a  team  member. 

Rev.  Jenkins  said,  “We  were  so  deeply 
blessed  to  fellowship  with  and  be  helped 
by  The  Carpenter’s  Helpers.  I  wish  they 
could  have  seen  and  heard  the  responses 
from  the  members  on  Sunday.  The  elderly 
in  particular  have  fewer  worries  now! 
Carpenter’s  Helpers  -  thank  you.  You  are 
letting  your  light  shine  and  are  a  model  for 
the  Louisiana  Conference.” 


UMW  holds  school  of  missions 


Members  of  United  Methodist  Women  from  around  the  state  sort  supplies  for  layette 
kits  collected  during  the  UMW  School  of  Christian  Missions. 


Over  140  United  Methodist  Women 
from  all  over  Louisiana  gathered  at  The 
Wesley  Center  in  Woodworth,  La.  for  the 
2006  School  of  Christian  Mission  July  5  - 
8.  The  theme  for  the  event  was 
“Harvesting  Peace.” 

Three  studies  presented,  with  the 
respective  facilitators,  included:  “Spiritual 
Growth,”  Rev.  Clifton  Conrad  Sr.,  pastor  of 
Immanuel  UMC  in  Lafayette; 
“Geographical  Study  -  India  and 
Pakistan,”  Rev.  Sue  Hakeem-Michael;  and 
“Globalization,”  Rev.  Pam  Crews,  mem¬ 
ber  of  First  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport,  Hallique  L.  Dawson,  member 
and  deaconess  of  Camphor  Memorial 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  Rev.  Bemadine 
Johnson,  chairperson  of  the  Division  of 
Deacons  and  Diaconal  Ministers  of  the 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry,  Rev.  Van  A. 


Stinson,  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Covington,  and  Rev.  Rodney 
Wooten,  pastor  of  Scott  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Port  Allen  and  Director  of  the 
Wesley  Foundation  at  Southern  University 
in  Baton  Rouge. 

Youth/Teen  facilitators  were  Lueburda 
J.  Myers,  past  president  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  United  Methodist  Women,  and 
Doret  Gilbert-Wilson,  president  of  her  local 
UMW  unit.  Dorothy  Pennington,served  as 
song  leader  and  pianist. 

In  keeping  with  UMW’s  focus  on  mis¬ 
sion,  layette  kits  were  collected  for  distri¬ 
bution  through  the  UMCOR/Sager  Brown 
Depot  in  Baldwin,  in  addition  to  collecting 
over  $5,000  for  missions. 

Staphenae  Carey  served  as  dean  for  the 
school  and  Jan  Dickerson  served  as  assis¬ 
tant.  Hariette  Elrod  is  UMW  president. 


Cosby  addresses  Dillard  graduates 


Pictured  on  Dillard's  campus  with  Dr.  Bill  Cosby  is  Rev.  Darlene  Moore,  pastor  of 
Camphor  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  A  Dillard  graduate,  Moore  deliv¬ 
ered  the  invocation  during  the  ceremony. 

Dillard  University  President  Dr. 

Marvalene  Hughes  welcomed  graduates, 
alumni  and  guests  to  the  institution’s  July 
1  commencement  exercises.  Keeping 
with  tradition,  the  event  was  held  in  the 
Rosa  Freeman  Keller  Avenue  of  the  Oaks 
on  the  New  Orleans  campus,  with  Dr. 

Bill  Cosby  delivering  the  commence¬ 
ment  address.  Hughes  wrote  the  graduat¬ 
ing  class,  saying,  “Together,  we  have 
come  through  the  most  severe  disaster  in 


St. Timothy  and  Hartzell  Mount  Zion  UMCs 


The  choir  of  St. Timothy  on  the  Northshore  UMC  presented  "Gospel  on  the  Northshore" 
as  a  benefit  concert  for  Hartzell  Mount  Zion  UMC. The  concert,  attended  by  1,200  peo¬ 
ple,  raised  $6,000  which  will  be  used  to  assist  Hartzell  Mount  Zion  UMC  recover  from 
severe  storm  damage  suffered  during  Hurricane  Katrina.  St. Timothy's  choir,  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  Robert  McBain,  also  conducted  the  Katrina  Benefit  "Christmas  on  the 
Northshore"  concerts  that  benefited  local  charities  with  donations  of  over  $11 ,000  last 
December.  Pictured  above  are  Rev.  Ernest  E.  Scott,  Minister  of  Hartzell  Mount  Zion  UMC 
of  Slidell  receiving  the  check  from  Cindy  Oggs,  President  of  the  St.  Timothy  on  the 
Northshore  UMC  Choir. 


the  United  States,  Hurricane  Katrina. 
Some  would  have  given  up  and  many 
would  have  accepted  the  outcome.  Yet, 
you  did  not  allow  circumstances  to  defer 
the  dream  represented  by  this  glorious 
graduation.” 

After  Hurricane  Katrina  hit  New 
Orleans  on  Aug.  29,  2005,  classes  contin¬ 
ued  at  the  Hilton  Riverside  Hotel,  allow¬ 
ing  this  year’s  355  graduates  to  complete 
their  studies. 
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First  UMC  Hammond  plans 
Igniting  Ministry  campaign 

First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Hammond  will  participate  in  a  total  media 
advertising  campaign,  coinciding  with  The 
United  Methodist  Church  national  Igniting 
Ministry  Campaign  for  “Back  to  School” 
in  September. 

The  buy  will  include  television,  radio 
and  cinema  spots,  totaling  $8,620.  Half  of 
the  expense  is  covered  by  a  matching  grant 
from  United  Methodist  Communications. 

The  national  campaign,  coordinated  by 
UMCom,  will  air  on  cable  networks  using 
the  “I  Believe”  and  “Prayer”  spots  devel¬ 
oped  by  their  creative  department. 

Upper  Room  introduces 
new  worship  resource 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)-A  new 
worship  resource  that  will  be  introduced 
this  summer  “is  so  well  done,  it  practically 
sings  itself,”  according  to  a  United 
Methodist  Church  executive. 

The  Upper  Room  Worshipbook:  Music 
and  Liturgies  for  Spiritual  Formation  is  a 
new  collection  of  some  350  hymns  and 
songs,  with  new  prayers  and  liturgies.  The 
compilation  will  be  launched  nationally  by 
the  Upper  Room  Aug.  28-3 1  at  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  resource  includes  a  wide-ranging 
collection  of  Psalms  with  musical  settings 
and  arrangements.  New  hymn  texts  and 
new  songs  complete  every  section  and  fea¬ 
ture  a  variety  of  music  from  across  the 
globe. 

For  more  information  about  the 
resource,  contact  Gina  Manskar  at  (877) 
899-2781,  Ext.  7131,  or 
gmanskar@gbod.org. 


Grace  UMC  hosting 
Stephen  Ministry 

Grace  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  is  hosting  a  Stephen  Ministry 
workshop  on  Saturday,  Sept.  30  at  the 
church.  The  event,  running  from  9  a.m.-l 
p.m.,  begins  with  registration  at  8  a.m. 

The  half-day  workshop  features  sec¬ 
tions  on  caring  in  a  “distinctively” 
Christian  way,  ministering  to  those  experi¬ 
encing  grief,  and  an  introduction  to  the 
Stephen  Series  System  of  lay  caregiving. 

The  cost  for  the  “Caring  Ministry 
Workshop”  is  $15  per  person  or  $50  per 
congregation  (four  or  more).  To  register 
visit  the  website  at  www.caringministry.org 
or  call  Stephen  Ministries  at  (3 1 8)  428- 
2600. 


“Strengthening  the  Black  Church” 

Fifth  Annual 

W.  T.  Handy  Convocation 

Nov.17-18,  2006 

Holiday  Inn  Dowtown,  by  the  Superdome 

330  Loyola  Ave.,  New  Orleans 
(504)  581-1600 

Registration  Fees 

ADULTS  $35  each  /  YOUNG  ADULTS  and  YOUTH  $20  each 

Overnight  accommodation  not  included  in  the  registration  fee 

Contact  HOLIDAY  INN  directly  for  room  reservations 

Room  rates:  $86  Single/double  $101  Triple/quad 

Theme 

Guest  speaker  will  be  Rev.  Stephen  Handy 
:  “Coming  Together  in  Jesus  Name”  Psalm  133:1 

Name 

REGISTRATION  FORM 

Address 

City 

State  Zip 

Phone  # 

Email 

Church  name 

Church  district 

Church  position 

Youth 

Young  adult  Adult 

(PLEASE  CHECK  ONE) 

PLEASE  MAKE  CHECKS  PAYABLE  TO: 

LA.  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

MAILING  ADDRESS: 

ALONZO  J.  CAMPBELL 

PO  BOX  193 

DENHAM  SPRINGS,  LA  70727 

PHONE:  (225)  664-7979  FAX:  (225)  664-7955 

EMAIL:  robumc@yahoo.com 

"Strengthening  Black  Church"  conference  to  be  held  at  Newman  UMC  in  Alexandria 


The  Alexandria  District  and  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Office  of  Special 
Ministries  will  host  “A  Day  of  Celebration 
and  Learning  with  Pastor  Junius  B. 
Dotson,”  Saturday,  Sept.  9  at  Newman 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria. 

Part  of  the  “Strengthening  the  Black 
Church  Initiative,”  the  event  will  be  held 
from  8  a.m.-3  p.m.  at  Newman  UMC, 
located  at  5700  Oran  Street  in  Alexandria. 

Rev.  Dotson,  senior  pastor  of  St.  Mark 
UMC  in  Wichita,  Kan.,  draws  “thousands” 


to  Sunday  morning  services  and  is  greatly 
sought  after  as  an  inspirational  speaker. 
“Pastor  Dotson  is  a  leader  who  responds  to 
challenges  and  opportunities  in  new  and 
creative  ways,  and  believes  that  effective 
ministry  is  about  training,  developing,  and 
empowering  leaders,”  said  Rev.  Alonzo 
Campbell,  conference  director  of  Special 
Ministries. 

Workshops,  and  their  respective  leaders, 
will  include:  “Dynamic  Worship”  led  by 
Dotson;  “Neighborhood  Ministries/Shalom 


Zone”  led  by  Rev.  Dr.  Campbell; 

“Each  One,  Reach  One  Evangelism”  led 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Ramonalynn  Bethley, 
Alexandria  District  Superintendent; 
“Cluster  and  Cooperative  Parish 
Ministries”  led  by  Rev.  Dr.  Martha  Orphe, 
Mission  Zone  Director;  “Big  Ideas  for  . 
Small  Congregations”  led  by  Rev.  James 
Ray;  “Stewardship:  Fishes  N  Loaves”  led 
by  Rev.  Darlene  A.  Moore  and  Yvonne 
Coleman;  and  “Ministry  to  Youth  in 
African-American  Congregations”  led  by 


Michael  Caffery. 

The  cost  for  registration  is  $35  per  per¬ 
son  before  Aug.  25  and  $50  per  person 
after  Aug.  25.  A  group  rate  of  $25  per  per¬ 
son  (with  five  or  more  from  the  same 
church)  is  also  available. 

Registration  forms  can  be  obtained  from 
the  Alexandria  District  Office  by  calling 
(318)  443-32 1 3  or  emailing 
umcalxds@bellsouth.net.  Registration 
deadline  is  Friday,  Sept.  1 , 2006. 
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Louisiana  Students  in  Seminary 


Bunk  beds  for  volunteers  in  the  fellowship  hall  of  First  Street  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans.  Photo  by  Barbara  Wheeler 


First  Street  UMC-NO  Community  of  Shalom 


We  have  5 1  students  from  Louisiana 
currently  attending  seminary.  Please  pray 
for  these  persons  as  they  are  transformed 
by  God’s  Holy  Spirit  through  their  semi¬ 
nary  classes  and  experiences. 

Those  attending: 

Asbury  Theological  Seminary  are 
Sonya  Lars,  Carol  Civrls,  Derek  Reese, 
William  Sewell,  Jeremy  Jones,  John 
Kavanaugh,  Jr.,  Mary  Ann  Stewart,  Kim 
Ratliff,  Kenneth  Klemme,  Brian  Mercer, 
Kathy  Fitzhugh,  Joseph  Wilson,  Sheri 
Zehner,  John  Robert  Black,  Peter 
Bollinger,  and  Clinton  Lovell. 

Candler  School  of  Theology  are  David 
Buchholz,  Karlene  Crawford,  Joseph 
Robideaux,  Lane  Cotton  Winn,  and 
Valerie  Robideaux. 

Drew  University  Theological  School 
are  Jon  Richardson  and  Christina  Little 

Duke  University  Divinity  School  are 

Russia,  from  page  1 

tower.  First  UMC  Ekaterinburg  is  located 
on  a  strategic  and  attractive  piece  of  prop¬ 
erty  at  the  comer  of  a  busy  traffic  intersec¬ 
tion.  Even  more  important,  it  is  located  on 
the  comer  of  a  piece  of  property  that  opens 
to  a  city  park.  The  wide  sidewalks  that 
crisscross  the  property  lead  to  the  entrance 
of  the  park  on  the  back  of  the  church  prop¬ 
erty.  Everyday  at  least  a  couple  of  hundred 
people  stroll  along  the  sidewalks  of  the 
church  and  into  the  park  -  mothers  with 
babies  in  baby  carriages,  families,  and  peo¬ 
ple  of  all  backgrounds.  Some  enjoy  the 
beautiful  flowers  in  the  church  garden. 
Others  allow  their  toddlers  to  climb  the  two 
steps  and  play  on  the  porch  of  the  church. 

We  were  welcomed  very  graciously  by 
Pastor  Olga  Katsuba;  her  translator 
Gallina;  Willy,  son  of  the  associate  pastor; 
Tatiana,  the  associate  pastor;  and  others. 

We  slept  on  beds  that  were  placed  in  differ¬ 
ent  Sunday  school  rooms  throughout  the 
church.  (Fortunately  the  rooms  had  thick 
curtains  we  could  close,' because  it  was 
only  dark  for  about  5  hours  at  night.) 
Sometimes  we  even  had  warm  water  for 
our  showers!  Our  meals  were  prepared  by 
church  members  -  salads,  chicken  or  beef, 
“little  pillows”  cereal,  and  always  freshly 
baked  pastries! 

Our  purpose  was  to  assist  in  the  min¬ 
istries  of  the  church  and.  help  with  clean  up 
and  repair  where  needed,  so  we  went  right 
to  work.  Some  of  our  group  led  a  three- 
day  Vacation  Bible  School  where  children 
learned  about  Jesus  and  tried  to  teach  us 
Russian  words.  Others  worked  on  the 
grounds,  which  were  overgrown  from  the 
spring  growth.  They  have  at  least  six 
months  of  snow,  so  when  green  shows 
itself,  they  let  it  grow.  Unfortunately,  the 
city  has  expected  the  church  to  keep  its 
grounds  cut  and  neat  -  which  is  what  we 
did.  We  had  to  cut  grass  and  weeds  on  the 
expansive  grounds  up  to  three  times  with 
hand  mowers  to  get  it  all  down  to  a  man¬ 
ageable  level.  Others  on  the  team  scraped 
and  painted  windows  affected  by  the  harsh 
winter  conditions.  Small  repairs  were 
made  throughout  the  church,  such  as 
masonry  work  on  the  front  porch. 

We  also  spent  time  sharing  in  the  spiri¬ 
tual  life  of  the  congregation.  I  was  asked 


Bryan  Fillette  and  Matthew  Rawle. 

Gammon  Theological  Seminary  are 
Clifton  C.  Conrad,  Marguerite  D.  Jenkins, 
Elsie  Cyrus,  Marcus  Gaut,  Elenora 
Cushenberry,  and  Sylvia  DeFlanders- 
Lain. 

Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary  are  Linda  Clark,  Katie  McKay, 
Betsy  Eaves,  Kathy  Wafer,  and  Kate 
Walker. 

Perkins  School  of  Theology  are  Gloria 
Youngblood,  Daniel  Hixon,  Christi 
Onwujuba-Dike,  Megan  Saucier 
Williams,  Gerald  R.  Crise,  Christopher 
McLain,  LaSheena  Simmons,  Jared  R. 
Williams,  Dr.  Deborah  Smith. 

Phillips  Theological  Seminary  is  Todd 
Mallory. 

St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  are  Cathy 
Brewton,  David  Elmore,  Kevin  Smith, 
LaMarylis  Cotten,  Debra  Peplow. 


to  preach  with  an  interpreter  on  Pentecost 
Sunday  morning.  It  was  a  great  experi¬ 
ence.  I  also  led  two  Bible  studies  where 
we  broke  into  groups  for  discussion  -  that 
was  interesting  with  the  language  barriers. 
We  were  also  invited  to  a  concert  of  an 
ensemble  group  of  several  young  ladies,  all 
dressed  in  colorful  outfits.  The  presentation 
was  amazing.  Then  it  was  our  turn  to  sing. 
Fortunately,  they  showed  us  grace.  One 
incident  that  occurred  while  a  church  mem¬ 
ber  sang  at  the  piano  was  that  someone 
from  outside  the  church  threw  a  piece  of 
dirt  through  the  open  second  story  window, 
and  it  almost  hit  the  pianist!  It  was  a  stark 
reminder  of  the  not-so-subtle  persecution 
that  they  sometimes  face. 

The  highlight  of  our  time  there  was  our 
impromptu  concert  on  the  church  porch. 

We  felt  that  since  so  many  people  walked 
by  the  church  to  the  park,  maybe  we  could 
attract  some  folks  with  a  concert.  Our 
group  had  three  guitars  and  a  couple  of 
singers.  We  set  up  chairs  for  anyone  who 
wanted  to  sit  down,  and  just  started  play¬ 
ing.  Little  children  and  their  parents  start¬ 
ed  to  gather.  Families,  couples  and  curious 
onlookers  stopped  to  listen.  Olga,  church 
members,  and  sotne  of  our  group  visited 
with  those  who  gathered  and  gave  out 
fliers  about  the  church.  We  did  this  for  two 
nights,  attracting  about  40  or  more  people 
each  night.  We  pray  that  God  will  use 
whatever  we  did  to  His  greater  glory  while 
working  through  Ekaterinburg  United 
Methodist  Church.  Their  future  is  literally 
at  their  doorstep. 

Needless  to  say  we  had  a  great  and 
rewarding  experience./  We  were  able  to  go 
sightseeing  in  St.  Petersburg,  attend  the  cir¬ 
cus  and  the  ballet,  and  of  course  shop  for 
souvenirs.  It  was  an  honor  and  a  privilege 
to  be  a  part  of  the  ministry  in  Russia.  I 
urge  anyone  to  go  on  one  of  the  mission 
trips  to  help  our  sister  church  there.  When 
the  hearts  of  Christians  from  here  and  the 
hearts  of  Christians  there  meet,  God  does 
some  wonderful  things  in  and  through  us 
all. 

In  Christ’s  service, 

Rev.  Mark  Martin 


BY  BARBARA  WHEELER 

The  Community  of  Shalom  at  First 
Street  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans,  Louisiana  remains  faithful  in  their 
ministry  to  a  neighborhood  that  was  trans¬ 
formed  by  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita  last 
summer. 

I  visited  New  Orleans  in  December 
2005,  almost  four  months  following 
Hurricane  Katrina  struck  the  city.  At  that 
point  life  and  activity  were  slowly  return¬ 
ing  to  the  streets  of  New  Orleans.  First 
Street  United  Methodist  Church  was  the 
site  of  a  relief  center  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference.  Its  fellowship  hall 
was  full  of  supplies  including  flood  buck¬ 
ets,  health  kits,  food  and  blankets. 
Volunteers  from  the  church,  community 
and  across  the  country  were  distributing 
supplies  to  hurricane  survivors. 

Now,  ten  months  after  Hurricane 
Katrina,  First  Street  United  Methodist 
Church  is  housing  young  adult  volunteers. 
The  Community  of  Shalom  is  planning 
summer  activities  for  neighborhood  chil¬ 
dren.  The  fellowship  hall  —  once  over¬ 
flowing  with  supplies  —  is  lined  with 
bunk-beds  where  volunteers  from  the 
Hands  On  Network  stay  while  they  are 
working  in  the  recovery  and  rebuilding 
efforts  in  the  city. 

The  Community  of  Shalom 
“Grandparent  House”  is  now  home  to  two 
long-term  volunteers,  the  church  secretary, 
and  a  grandparent  from  the  community.  In 
the  midst  of  a  housing-crisis  having  a  place 
to  call  home  is  a  blessing.  The 

Open  House,  from  page  1 

resources  available  through  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  to  plan  a  teacher 
dedication  during  worship.  These  free 
resources  are  available  for  download  at 
http://www.gbod.org/education/. 

Use  Igniting  Ministries  resources  to  pre¬ 
pare  members  of  the  congregation  for 
greeting  and  welcoming  guests.  The  site  is 
located  at  http://www.ignitingministry.org/. 

“Open  Hearts,  Open  Minds,  Open 
Doors,”  United  Methodism’s  promise 


“Grandparent  House”  was  originally  estab¬ 
lished  as  a  housing  complex  for  grandpar¬ 
ents  who  were  raising  their  grandchildren. 

Two  leaders  of  the  Community  of 
Shalom,  Ivy  Porter  and  Joann  Cook,  shared 
that  the  care  and  support  of  volunteers  is 
invigorating  in  the  midst  of  the  hurricane 
aftermath. 

Ms.  Porter  said  that  the  church  has 
remained  a  beacon  in  the  community.  The 
volunteers  are  living  witnesses  to  church 
and  Community  of  Shalom  ministry.  Ms. 
Porter  explained  that  church  is  not  simply  a 
place  to  visit  once  a  week  wearing  one’s 
fancy  clothes,  but  a  continuous  ministry  in 
the  community. 

“This  church  is  where  people  gather  and 
then  go  back  out  in  the  community  to 
serve,”  Ms.  Porter  said. 

As  their  neighbors  rebuild  their  lives  in 
New  Orleans,  the  First  Street  Community 
of  Shalom  continues  to  model  a  communi¬ 
ty-focused  ministry. 

Barbara  Wheeler  works  with  the 
Communities  of  Shalom  Program  at  Global 
Ministries.  The  Communities  of  Shalom 
Program  provides  training  and  tools  to 
assist  congregations  and  communities  in 
working  together  to  experience  wholeness 
and  well  being  among  all  people  in  their 
neighborhoods.  Communities  of  Shalom 
are  financially  supported  by  the  local  con¬ 
gregations  and  annual  conferences  that 
sponsor  them;  they  also  receive  grants 
funded  through  your  gifts  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Advance  for  Christ  and 
His  Church. 


through  the  Igniting  Ministry  campaign 
provides  motivation  for  Open  House 
Month.  Alert  each  member  about  the 
importance  of  inviting  others  to  church, 
welcoming  guests  and  helping  everyone 
feel  at  home. 

If  possible,  participate  in  National 
Neighborhood  Day,  Sunday,  Sept.  17  as  a 
gesture  of  welcoming  to  the  community 
around  each  congregation. 
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Small  Church  Membership 
Conference  Scheduled 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  and 
the  Department  of  Church  Extension  and 
Transformation  will  host  a  “Small 
Membership  Church  Conference”  Sept.  1 6 
from  10  a.m.  -  3  p.m.  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Pineville. 

Keynote  speaker  for  the  event  will  be 
Julia  Kuhn  Wallace,  director  of  Small 
Membership  Church  Ministries  for  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

All  clergy  and  laity  in  small  member¬ 
ship  congregations  are  invited  to  attend.  A 
registration  fee  of  $10  includes  lunch. 

Flyers  are  being  sent  to  all  small  mem¬ 
bership  churches  and  an  email  is  going  out 
through  each  district  office.  For  more 
information,  contact  Rev.  Steve  Stephens 
at  (225)  346-1646. 

Louisiana  Conference 
celebrates  Family  Day 

The  La.  Annual  Conference  and  the 
Conference  Board  of  Discipleship  are  join¬ 
ing  forces  with  The  National  Center  on 
Addiction  and  Substance  Abuse  (CASA)  at 
Columbia  University  to  celebrate  the  sixth 
annual  “Family  Day — a  Day  to  Eat  Dinner 
with  Your  Children”  set  for  Sept.  25,  2006. 

Launched  by  CASA  in  200 1 ,  “Family 
Day”  is  a  growing  national  effort  to  pre¬ 
vent  substance  abuse  in  kids  and  teens  by 
encouraging  parental  engagement  and 
increased  parent-child  communication 
through  the  simple  act  of  having  dinner 
together  frequently. 

CASA’s  research  has  consistently 
shown  that  the  more  often  children  eat  din¬ 
ner  with  their  families,  the  less  likely  they 
are  to  smoke,  drink  or  use  illegal  drugs. 

“I  encourage  every  family  to  make  time 
daily  for  meals  where  everyone  is  gathered 
around  the  table,  sharing  the  day’s  events. 
Meaningful  conversations  grow  from 
spending  time  together,”  said  Bishop 
William  W.  Hutchinson,  Episcopal  leader 
for  the  Louisiana  Area. 

For  additional  information  on  “Family 
Day,”  visit  www.CASAFamilyDay.org. 

Singles  Retreat  set 

“Live  Out  Loud,”  the  2006  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  Singles  Retreat,  will 
be  held  at  Mount  Sequoyah  Nov.  3-5. 
Keynote  speaker  will  be  Terry  Hershey, 
who  will  offer  a  “gentle  reminder”  to  slow 
down  and  focus  on  the  few  things  that 
matter  in  life. 

Music  for  the  retreat  will  be  provided 
by  Hannah  Blaylock  &  Lost  and  Found, 
winners  of  the  Arkansas  Acoustic  Festival 
in  2003.  There  will  be  24  different  work¬ 
shops  from  which  to  choose  including 
“Achieving  Financial  Freedom,”  “Finding 
the  One  While  Having  Fun,”  and  “Real 
Life,  Real  Faith,  Real  Hope.”  New  activi¬ 
ties  offered  at  this  year’s  retreat  include 
yoga,  disc  golf,  exploring  Fayetteville  and 
a  work  camp  on  the  Mountain. 

For  more  information  and  registration 
forms  go  to  www.mountsequoyah.org,  call 
the  Mount  Sequoyah  office  at  800-760- 
8 126  or  479-443-4531. 


New  Residents  to  Our  Community 

Sat  Safy  15  10:00am  ■  2:00pm 

Free  Jambalaya  &  fun  For  Kids 

—  PICNIC 


Friendship  United  Methodist  Church  in  Walker  sponsored  a  free  jambalaya  luncheon  for  residents  of  a  new  community  subdivision 
July  15.  Adults  enjoyed  food  and  fellowship  while  area  children  played  on  a  waterslide."We  want  to  be  visible  within  the  communi¬ 
ty,"  Rev.  Lewis  Morris  said."For  years.  Friendship  UMC  has  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being  a  'Good  Samaritan'  church.  In  times  of 
need,  we  have  provided  food,  shelter,  gasoline  and  money  to  locals  and  travelers  alike.  Events  like  the  new  residents  picnic  helps  us  to 
convey  that  we  also  want  to  provide  a  spiritual  setting  for  fellowship,  worship  and  service,"  said  Rev.  Lewis  Morris,  pastor.  September 
is  Open  House  Month  for  The  United  Methodist  Church. "The  picnic  hosted  by  Friendship  UMC  is  a  perfect  example  of  the  kind  of 
event  that  is  encouraged  during  September.  Special  events  that  welcome  the  community  into  your  church  can  be  a  fun  way  to  intro¬ 
duce  neighbors  to  your  congregation  and  its  ministry.  Alert  each  member  about  the  importance  of  inviting  others  to  church,  welcom¬ 
ing  guests  and  helping  everyone  feel  at  home.  If  possible,  participate  in  National  Neighborhood  Day,  Sunday,  Sept.  1 7  as  a  gesture  of 
welcoming  to  the  community  around  each  congregation,"  said  Betty  Backstrom,  director  of  Communications  for  the  conference. 


8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70809 
(225)  346-1535  (800)  256-9317 

www.umf.org 


We  hope  you  enjoy  this 
special  edition  of 
Louisiana  Now!  marking 
the  anniversaries  of 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and 
Rita,  which  devasted  the 
coast  of  Louisiana  in  the  Fall 
of  2006. 

Find  out  more  inside  about 
Louisiana  Disaster  Recovery 
Ministry  and  United 
Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief. 
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'We  are  restoring  lives,' says  Slidell  recovery  station  director 


BY  KATHY  L  GILBERT 

SLIDELL,  La.  (UMNS)  —  On  a  hot 
and  humid  summer  day,  Leona  Cousins  is 
out  sweeping  her  driveway. 

“I  got  to  keep  my  home  tidy,”  she  says. 
She  laughs  as  she  points  to  a  sparsely  fur¬ 
nished  shed  behind  her  Hurricane  Katrina- 


wrecked  house.  She  has  been  living  in  the 
shed  during  the  day  and  spending  nights 
with  a  niece  since  Katrina  hit  Slidell  Aug. 
29,  2005. 

Dale  Kimball,  director  of  the  United 
Methodist  Slidell  Recovery  Station,  says 
that  Cousins,  95,  and  people  like  her,  are 


the  reason  he  does  what  he  does.  And  what 
he  does  is  spend  six  days  a  week  driving  a 
truck  from  one  end  of  town  to  the  other,  1 2 
or  more  hours  a  day,  helping  the  poorest  in 
his  hometown  rebuild  their  lives. 

See  Slidell ,  page  4 


The  Journey  Home 


Sherrill  and  Helen  Sagrera,  Hurricane  Rita  survivors,  visit  with  Rev.  Kathy  Fitzhugh,  operations  coordinator  for  the  Abbeville 
Storm  Recovery  Station. 'It  (Rita)  sucked  out  all  the  walls  on  our  house,'  Helen  says. 'My  daughter’s  house  was  stopped  by  a  tele¬ 
phone  pole,  and  my  son's  house  blew  into  the  swamp.'  Staff  and  volunteers  from  the  station  have  worked  to  rebuild  the 
Sagrera's  Abbeville  home.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  Dubose. 

Storm  survivors  receive  help  rebuilding  homes,  lives 


BY  KATHY  L  GILBERT 

ABBEVILLE,  La.  (UMNS)  — 
Raywood  Sons  has  a  little  house  that  love 
built.  Hurricane  Rita,  which  smashed  into 
the  Texas-Louisiana  border  last  Sept.  24, 
took  away  his  family  home,  which  had 
stood  strong  since  1926. 

Sons  never  thought  he  would  live  in 
another  place  he  could  call  home,  but  a 
volunteer  group  from  Oconto  Falls  (Wis.) 
United  Methodist  Church  changed  that 
for  him. 


“That  team  from  Wisconsin  was  the 
greatest  people  you  would  ever  want  to 
meet.  They  put  my  house  together,”  he 
says.  “Those  people  brought  so  much 
love  into  the  house,  they  turned  it  into  a 
home.” 

His  new  home,  built  on  the  site  of  his 
old  one,  is  unique  in  another  way.  The 
400-square-foot  house  would  probably  fit 
into  many  people’s  bedrooms. 

Sons  knew  exactly  how  much  space 
he  needed,  and  he  didn't  want  any  more 
time  or  money  put  into  building  a  larger 


house. 

“I  don’t  need  a  lot  of  space,”  he  says. 
“I  am  by  myself,  and  at  my  age,  I  don’t 
want  anything  big  to  clean.  I  am  not 
going  to  spend  a  lot  of  time  cleaning 
nooks  and  crannies,  so  the  fewer  I  have 
the  better.” 

The  biggest  part  of  the  house  is  the 
porch,  where  Sons  likes  to  spend  most  of 
his  time.  The  bathroom  is  bigger  than  the 
bedroom,  and  the  kitchen  is  tiny.  The  liv- 

See  Abbeville,  page  5 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

Thank  You,  O  Church  of  God 


T-shirt  sales  support  storm  recovery 


“What  a  difference  a  day  makes; 
twenty-four  little  hours.”  What  a  differ¬ 
ence  August  29,  2005  made  in 
Louisiana!  What  a  difference  September 
24,  2005  made  in  Louisiana!  What  a  dif¬ 
ference  this  year  has  made  in  our  com¬ 
munal  life  together! 

I  will  never  forget  traveling  to 
Oklahoma  on  August  28,  2005  for  Kay’s 
father’s  funeral  and  watching  the  televi¬ 
sion  reports  with  each  stop  along  the 
way.  The  storm  brewing  in  the  Gulf  and 
heading  for  landfall  somewhere  in  the 
New  Orleans  area  looked  like  a  monster. 
And  it  turned  out  to  be  more  than  a  mon¬ 
ster!  It  was  a  catastrophe. 

On  September  24,  2005  we  hunkered 
down  in  our  house  in  Baton  Rouge, 
along  with  Tom  Hazelwood  of  UMCOR 
and  Ann  Rhoads,  ready  to  ride  out  the 
next  impending  disaster  -  Rita.  While 
the  winds  blew  and  some  rain  fell  in 
Baton  Rouge,  our  area  was  relatively 
unscathed.  But  when  we  traveled  to  the 
storm  stressed  area  in  southwest 
Louisiana  on  the  next  day,  the  destruc¬ 
tion  was  unbelievable  once  again. 
Louisiana  had  been  hit  a  second  time 
with  a  catastrophic  punch. 

From  the  immediate  days  following 
August  29  until  today,  we  have  been  a 
state  and  an  Annual  Conference  “digging 
out.”  This  has  been  the  most  incredible 
journey  any  of  us  have  ever  made.  It’s 
been  a  time  of  heartbreak.  It’s  been  a 
time  of  tears.  It’s  been  a  time  of  anger. 
It’s  been  a  time  of  major  frustration.  It’s 
been  a  time  of  disbelief.  It’s  been  a  time 
of  trial.  It’s  been  a  time  of  trying  to  fig¬ 
ure  out  what  we  should  do  next.  It’s 
been  a  time  that  no  one  I  know  wants  to 
repeat  again. 

At  the  same  time  we  have  struggled  to 
make  sense  of  this  “double  whammy”, 
we  have  not  walked  the  journey  alone. 
Within  our  own  Conference  the  doors  of 
our  churches  and  institutions  swung  open 
wide  to  receive  and  care  for  those  who 
were  displaced.  Within  the  nation  cities 
opened  shelters  and  places  of  refuge  for 
weary  travelers.  Along  with  the  open 
doors  and  open  hearts  came  open  hands 
and  open  wallets.  Love,  money,  care, 
workers,  concern  and  hope  are  being  dis¬ 
pensed  to  us  in  large  doses  as  we  crawl 
through  the  muck  and  mire  until  we  have 
the  strength  to  begin  to  stand  up  to  the 
tragedy.  While  our  knees  are  still  shak¬ 
ing  (along  with  our  heads),  and  our 
hearts  still  beat  a  little  more  rapidly  when 
we  see  a  threatening  weather  report,  we 
are  beginning  to  get  our  bearings  and  are 
beginning  to  make  straight  a  highway  on 
which  to  walk. 

The  stories  of  those  who  have  reached 
out  to  us  are  so  numerous  that  they  can¬ 
not  be  recounted.  I  have  been  personally 
overwhelmed  with  the  generosity  of  our 
fellow  United  Methodists  and  of  others 
who  have  sent  help.  That  help  has  come 
in  the  form  of  prayer  -  lots  of  prayer  - 
money,  work  teams,  material  goods, 
offers  for  shelter  and  respite,  letters  of 


concern  and  support, 
and  a  multitude  of 
partner  churches 
who  have  pledged  to 
help  us  rebuild. 

Just  this  week  I 
received  a  note  from 
a  very  small  church 
in  another  state 
whose  Vacation 
Bible  School  mission 
project  was  “Help 
for  Hurricane  Victims.”  The  church  only 
has  2  children  in  their  Sunday  School, 
but  they  had  73  children  from  the  area 
attend  their  VBS!  The  sum  of  their  col¬ 
lection  for  the  week  was  some  $471.00! 
The  personal  note  that  accompanied  the 
gift  said,  “We  could  have  submitted  this 
money  through  the  Annual  Conference, 
but  I  wanted  you  to  know  that  this  came 
to  you  from  people  in  this  low-income 
area.  You  are  in  our  prayers  &  we  trust 
God  that  things  are  getting  better.  Hope 
this  helps  speed  that  up.  Use  it  where 
you  see  fit.  It’s  not  a  whole  lot,  but  it’s 
given  with  a  lot  of  love  and  prayers.” 

That’s  the  story  of  the  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars,  the  thousands  of  workers,  the  multi¬ 
tude  of  letters  and  phone  calls,  and  the 
countless  hours  of  prayer  that  have  been 
given  to  and  for  us,  the  people  of 
Louisiana.  And  we  have  done  our  part  of 
trying  to  help  ourselves  -  churches  open¬ 
ing  their  doors  and  lives  to  brothers  and 
sisters  in  need,  giving  extra  amounts  for 
payment  of  apportionments  and  for  the 
Bishop’s  Appeal  that  has  funded  our  dis¬ 
placed  pastors  and  provided  ministry  in 
hurricane  ravaged  areas,  and  hours  on 
our  knees  thanking  God  for  our  blessings 
in  the  midst  of  tragedy. 

I’ve  never  been  more  humbled  and 
grateful  to  be  a  United  Methodist.  I’ve 
never  been  more  proud  of  a  people  than  I 
have  of  the  people  of  Louisiana!  I’ve 
never  been  more  thankful  for  anything 
than  I  am  to  be  placed  in  the  midst  of  a 
beautiful  people  of  God,  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference.  I’ve  never  been 
more  encouraged  than  I  am  by  the  deter¬ 
mination  that  is  being  evidenced  that 
“We  will  survive.”  I’ve  never  been  more 
positive  about  anything  than  I  am  in  my 
belief  that  our  church  will  be  stronger  in 
the  aftermath  than  it  was  in  the  pre- 
Katrina/Rita  era.  God  is  indeed  good,  all 
the  time.  And  all  the  time,  God  is  good! 

Thank  you,  O  church  of  God,  for 
being  the  body  of  Christ  in  this  time. 
Thank  you,  O  God,  for  your  unsearch¬ 
able  riches  and  grace  and  for  your 
unconditional  love  poured  out  on  us! 

In  Christ’s  love. 

Bill  Hutchinson 

fell  /JidJ*****-; 


Volunteers  and  supporters  of  storm 
recovery  efforts  in  the  La.  Annual 
Conference  may  purchase  commemorative 
t-shirts  to  support  local  efforts.  The  shirts, 
which  are  purple  with  gold  and  white  let¬ 
tering,  come  in  adult  small,  medium,  large, 
extra  large,  and  2X  sizes.  On  the  pocket 
area  of  the  front  of  the  shirt  it  reads, 
“Recovery  Relief  2006-2007”  with  an  out¬ 


line  of  the  state  of  Louisiana  and  the 
United  Methodist  “cross  and  flame”.  The 
back  of  the  shirt  reads,  “United  Methodist 
Church,  Come  Let  Us  Rebuild  .  . . 
Nehemiah  2: 1 7.”  The  cost  of  the  shirt  is 
$  10  and  they  may  be  obtained  from  any  of 
the  six  Storm  Stations  or  from  Rhonda  at 
the  Conference  Area  Offices,  (225)  346- 
1646. 


Bracelets  benefit  appeal 

As  a  symbol  of  continued  solidarity  and  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  communities  devastated  by  Hurricane 
Katrina,  United  Methodists  can  wear  bracelets  sharing 
the  Katrina  Church  Recovery  Appeal  logo,  “rebuilding 
churches  and  communities.” 

Money  from  purchases  of  the  maroon  wristbands 
will  support  the  appeal  made  by  the  bishops  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  mobilizing  church  members 
to  participate  in  long-term  recovery  efforts  to  the 
region  devastated  by  Katrina  last  summer. 

Wristbands  can  be  purchased  in  packages  of  25  to 
resell  at  a  higher  cost,  using  the  proceeds  to  fund  a 
mission  trip.  To  order,  call  toll  free  (888)  346-3862  or 
visit  www.umc.org/churchrecovery. 
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From  the  Executive  Director 


“Well  done  thy  good  and  faithful  ser¬ 
vant.”  These  words  spoken  by  Jesus  in 
the  Holy  Scriptures  focus  on  the  faithful¬ 
ness  of  a  “servant  heart.”  These  are  the 
same  words  that  I  would  offer  to  United 
Methodist  congregations  in  Louisiana 
and  the  people  that  they  welcomed  from 
all  around  the  world  as  they  came  to  be  a 
part  of  our  recovery  from  Hurricanes 
Katrina  and  Rita.  Well  done! 

It  is  impossible  to  list  all  the  help 
from  all  the  churches  that  opened  their 
doors  to  the  people  of  south  Louisiana  in 
the  early  days  of  the  disaster  in  the  fall  of 
2005.  Many  churches  still  offer  housing 
and  support  for  work  teams  helping 
clients  through  Louisiana’s  recovery 
ministry.  Thanks  to  all  United  Methodists 
for  the  donations  of  supplies  and  money 
which  helped  to  support  the  lives  of  peo¬ 
ple  whom  they  did  not  know.  Thanks  to 
the  communities  that  welcomed  evac¬ 
uees,  offering  homes,  jobs  and  a  new 
beginning  to  strangers  that  became 
friends  and  family.  Well  done! 

Throughout  this  special  edition  of  the 


“Louisiana  Now,”  you  will  read  about 
the  great  work  that  has  been  done  in  the 
name  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
At  the  same  time,  you  will  see  the  hopes 
that  we  have  for  the  future  as  we  contin¬ 
ue  to  march  on  to  victory  in  Louisiana’s 
Disaster  Recovery  Ministry. 

In  this  special  publication,  you  will 
view  our  new  organizational  chart,  you 
will  read  our  mission  statement,  you  will 
be  introduced  to  the  Disaster  Recovery 
Staff  that  works  across  one-third  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  on  a  daily 
basis.  This  vital  ministry  needs  to  contin¬ 
ue  over  the  next  five  to  10  years  so  that 
our  state  will  be  a  better  place  in  the 
future  for  our  children  and  grandchil¬ 
dren! 

I  would  like  to  share  with  you  the 
importance  of  the  financial  need  that  we 
have  for  the  clients  whom  we  are  serving 
now,  and  in  the  years  to  come. 

Donations  for  storm  recovery  are 
accepted  in  three  different  ways — first. 


through  the  Louisiana  Bishop’s  Appeal; 
secondly,  through  the  Katrina  Church 
Recovery  Appeal;  and  finally,  through 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

(1)  Louisiana  Bishop’s  Appeal:  Forty 
eight  churches  in  the  New  Orleans  area 
and  three  in  southwest  Louisiana  form 
the  nucleus  for  a  new  “mission  zone” 
that  stretches  over  six  Louisiana  parishes. 
The  mission  zone,  directed  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Martha  Orphe,  includes  eight  cooperative 
parishes  and  eight  station  churches.  The 
cooperative  parishes,  each  comprised  of 
four  to  eight  congregations,  is  under  the 
direction  of  a  team  of  pastors.  Clergy  and 
laity  leadership  teams  for  each  parish 
will  work  together  to  determine  the  via¬ 
bility  of  all  churches  and  recommend 
steps  for  the  future.  At  this  point,  no 
churches  have  been  declared  abandoned. 
Every  church  has  the  possibility  of  sur¬ 
vival.  Our  focus  will  always  be  on  peo¬ 
ple,  not  buildings.  Gifts  made  directly  to 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  for  the 
Louisiana  Bishop’s  Appeal  will  support 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  churches 


and  ministries  affected  by  either  Katrina 
or  Rita.  Your  gifts  to  this  fund  will  enrich 
the  outreach  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  that  continues  amid  the  destruc¬ 
tion,  while  making  possible  the  recovery 
and  reconfiguration  of  ministries  of 
evangelism,  compassion,  nurture  and  jus¬ 
tice. 

(2)  Katrina  Church  Recovery  Appeal: 
As  we  mourn  with  our  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  their  great  losses,  we  embrace  this 
opportunity  for  United  Methodists  to 
show  commitment  to  our  faith  and  to  one 
another.  Together  we  can  restore  mission 
and  ministry  while  moving  into  a  strong 
future.  Across  the  connection  our  hearts 
and  our  wallets  will  be  open  as  we  give 
to  the  Katrina  Church  Recovery  Appeal 
(#818-001).  The  donations  will  help  to: 

-  Restore  hurricane-damaged  United 
Methodist  facilities  across  five  annual 
conferences 

-  Pay  salaries  for  clergy  while  their 
congregations  cannot  do  so. 


-  Establish  new  congregations  or  con¬ 
solidate  existing  ones  in  storm  ravaged 
areas 

-  Renew  church-based  community 
ministries  such  as  day  care  centers  and 
feeding  programs 

-  Provide  worship  necessities-Bibles, 
hymnals  and  robes  to  churches  in  need 

(3)  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief:  The  humanitarian  relief  arm  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church,  UMCOR 
responds  to  natural  or  civil  disasters  that 
are  interruptions  of  such  magnitude  that 
they  overwhelm  a  community’s  ability  to 
recover  on  its  own.  UMCOR ’s  work  on 
behalf  of  United  Methodists  is  global  and 
includes  countries  in  Africa,  Asia, 

Central  and  South  America  and  the 
Caribbean.  UMCOR  serves  in  long-term 
disaster  recovery  in  the  United  States. 

The  immediate  goal  of  UMCOR ’s 
international  and  domestic  emergency 
response  programs  is  to  provide  relief 
and  rehabilitation  for  the  entire  person- 
physical,  social,  and  psychological-in  a 
distress  situation. 

UMCOR  always  works  to  enable 
those  affected  by  disasters  to  take 
responsibility  for  relief  and  recovery 
work.  Wherever  possible,  UMCOR 
forms  partnerships  with  other  religious 
and  secular  organizations  to  pool 
resources  and  avoid  duplicating  efforts. 

UMCOR  provides  long-term  recovery 
as  well  as  immediate  relief.  Recognizing 
that  disasters  cause  disruptions  that  can 
last  for  years  and  often  create  permanent 
changes  in  people’s  lives,  UMCOR 
works  within  a  community  to  address  the 
long-term  effects  of  a  disaster  and  assist 
people  in  rebuilding  and  adjusting  to 
change. 

Quoting  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson,  “Since  Hurricane  Katrina 
and  Hurricane  Rita  swept  over  our  lives 
and  ministry,  our  hearts  have  been 
touched  by  the  love  and  care  of  United 
Methodists  everywhere.  The  need  is 
clear.  The  resources  of  our  connection 
are  vast.  God  is  with  us.  United 
Methodist  ministry  on  the  U.S.  Gulf 
Coast  will  rise  anew  out  of  the  darkness 
of  high  wind  and  raging  water  and  will 
shine  with  Christ’s  light  in  the  world.” 
UMCOR  has  given  the  Louisiana 
Conference  a  grant  to  support  Disaster 
Recovery  Ministry  over  the  next  three 
years.  But  we  know  that  this  ministry 
will  need  to  be  much  longer  than  three 
years.  Additional  funding  will  be  needed. 

With  a  grateful  heart,  serving  as  your 
Executive  Director,  I  ask  for  your 
prayers  and  support  as  we  continue  on 
the  journey  together. 

In  His  service. 

Rev.  Darryl  Allen  Tate 

Executive  Director, 

La.  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry 


The  Revs.  Darryl  Tate  (left)  and  Marva  Mitchell  visit  together  outside  the  Uptown 
Storm  Recovery  Station  in  New  Orleans.  Mitchell,  pastor  of  Felicity  United 
Methodist  Church,  serves  as  station  coordinator  and  Tate  is  executive  director  of 
the  La.  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose. 


Drew  Sutton  shoots  video  for 'Winds  of 
Change'  DVD. 


DVD  keeps  story  alive 

A  local  pastor  in  Louisiana,  along  with  a 
staff  member,  produced  a  series  of  short 
videos  that  have  been  used  nationwide 
illustrating  the  devastation  of  Hurricanes 
Katrina  and  Rita. 

Shortly  after  the  dual  storms  struck. 

Rev.  Rob  Weber  of  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport  met  with  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  United  Methodist  Foundation 
of  Louisiana.  “It  was  felt  that  a  video  was 
badly  needed  to  show  first  hand  just  how 
bad  things  were  in  Louisiana.  Since  our 
church  is  very  involved  in  video  ministries, 
we  offered  to  help,”  said  Weber.  With  fund¬ 
ing  from  the  Foundation,  Weber  and  Drew 
Sutton,  the  Technology  Coordinator  at 
Grace  UMC,  began  the  process  of  putting 
together  a  DVD  presentation  that  would  be 
shown  at  the  national  gathering  of  United 
Methodist  Foundations  slated  for  October 
in  San  Antonio.  “We  wanted  to  share  the 
story  of  the  devastation  with  those  at  the 
gathering,  stressing  the  enormity  of  the 
need  and  the  call  to  invest  in  hope,”  added 
Weber. 

Weber  and  Sutton  entered  New  Orleans 
with  Rev.  Ellen  Alston  on  the  first  day  resi¬ 
dents  were  allowed  to  return.  “We  accom¬ 
panied  her  for  the  first  time  to  her  churches 
and  parsonage.  We  entered  in  full  chemical 
gear  because  of  the  instructions  coming 
from  the  parish  website.  I  had  never  seen 
anything  like  the  devastation  we  wit¬ 
nessed,”  said  Weber. 

The  team  interviewed  survivors  in 
Slidell  and  other  areas  of  the  North  Shore, 
then  concentrated  on  the  areas  of  New 
Orleans  previously  closed  because  of  flood¬ 
ing. 

Weber  and  Sutton  began  to  wind  their 
way  across  the  southern  part  of  the  state  to 
film  the  devastation.  “We  slept  in  homes 
and  churches  in  Dulac,  Abbeville,  Lake 
Charles,  Sulphur  and  Vinton,”  said  Weber. 

The  finished  DVD,  “Winds  of  Change,” 
was  also  shown  at  a  Council  of  Bishops 
meeting,  and  in  June,  an  abbreviated  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  video  entitled  “Living  Hope” 
was  distributed  to  each  pastor  and  lay 
member  at  the  2006  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  held  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport. 

Discussions  are  underway  for  a  more 
concise  version  of  the  video  to  be  made 
available  nationally  by  Abingdon  Press  and 
Cokesbury’s  Worship  Connection  as  a  free 
download  to  aid  in  keeping  the  story  alive.” 
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Ella  Doyle  lifts  her  head  in  prayer 
and  tells  fellow  parishioners  to 
"hold  your  head  up”  during  an 
outdoor  worship  service  at 
Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Slidell,  La. 
The  church's  sanctuary  was 
ruined  by  the  Aug.  29  storm 
surge  from  Hurricane  Katrina. 
Doyle  rode  out  the  storm  in  a 
boat  with  her  husband  and  two 
sons."lf  I  had  a  word  to  say  to 
the  general  church,  it  would  be 
that  our  connectionism  is  alive 
and  well,"  says  Rev.  Ernest  Scott, 
pastor  of  Hartzell-Mt.  Zion  UMC. 
The  sanctuary  and  the  parson¬ 
age  were  just  a  few  of  the  many 
structures  destroyed  by  the 
storm.The  church  never  stopped 
holding  services,  first  in  the 
parking  lot,  then  in  a  partially 
completed  building  and  now  in  a 
beautiful  sanctuary. 

"Without  the  help  of  UMCOR,  we 
would  not  be  in  the  position 
where  we  are  now  with  the 
church  and  parsonage,"  says 
Scott.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike 
DuBose. 


Slidell,  from  page  1 

A  year  after  the  storm  sent  a  tidal  wave 
over  the  city,  Kimball  and  his  crew  of  con¬ 
tractors  and  volunteers  have  been  helping 
people  like  Cousins  who  have  no  insurance 
and  no  other  way  to  rebuild  their  lives. 

“That’s  what  we  are  doing  —  we  are 
restoring  lives,”  he  says. 

A  retired  Navy  man,  Kimball  closed  his 
construction  business  when  Bishop 
William  Hutchinson  asked  him  to  take  over 
at  the  recovery  station  based  in  his  local 
church,  Aldersgate  United  Methodist 
Church.  Three  contractors  that  worked  with 
him  have  also  joined  the  team. 

Kimball  says  he  has  been  told  95  per¬ 
cent  of  the  reconstruction  in  his  hometown 
has  been  done  by  faith-based  organizations. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  pays  administrative  costs  for  the 
Slidell  center  as  well  as  the  six  other  cen¬ 
ters  in  the  state.  UMCOR  also  provides 
money  to  buy  building  materials  for 
homes. 

The  great  thing  about  UMCOR  is  that 
its  money  is  available  for  everyone  in  need. 
Kimball  says.  To  date,  the  center  has 
served  3,191  clients  and  has  261  open 
cases  waiting  for  some  stage  of  reconstruc¬ 
tion.  More  than  3,000  volunteers  from  25 
states  and  three  countries  have  contributed 
1 59,266  hours  and  $2.7  million  in  free 
labor. 

The  key  to  the  rebuilding  is  the  volun¬ 
teers  and  donations  to  UMCOR,  Kimball 
says. 

“We  really  need  50  to  60  volunteers  a 
week,”  says  Ken  Ward,  one  of  the  contrac¬ 
tors  working  with  the  center.  “This  week 
we  had  1 7.” 

Cousins  came  to  the  center’s  attention 
when  a  passing  sheriff's  officer  found  her 
sitting  on  the  front  steps  of  her  house,  cry¬ 
ing. 

She  had  no  one  to  turn  to  and  didn’t 
know  she  could  get  any  help  to  rebuild  her 


home.  When  Kimball  saw  her,  she  got 
bumped  to  the  front  of  the  line.  He  says 
volunteer  teams  “love  her.” 

“Once  they  meet  her,  they  want  to  do 
everything  in  their  power  to  help  her,”  he 
says.  Cousins  will  be  back  in  the  home  her 
father  built  for  her  in  the  1 950s  by  the  end 
of  August. 

Other  clients  served  by  the  center 
include  sisters  Eris  Lajaunie  and  Jermaine 
Pastoret,  wrho  have  lived  side  by  side  in 
Slidell  all  their  lives. 

Before  the  storm  center  came  to  their 
rescue,  they  were  scammed  out  of  more 
than  $6,000  by  someone  who  promised  to 
replace  their  window's  and  doors,  Lajaunie 
says. 

“I  am  82,  and  my  sister  is  90,”  she  says. 
“My  husband  died  two  weeks  after  the 
storm  because  he  couldn’t  cope.” 

She  says  she  feels  so  “stupid”  for  mist¬ 
ing  someone  with  that  much  money. 
Kimball  assures  her  his  help  comes  without 
a  price  tag.  “If  anyone  else  tells  you  it  will 
cost  you  money,  you  call  me,”  he  says. 

Kimball  says  there  are  many  elderly 
people  like  Lajuanie’s  husband  who  have 
died  because  of  the  stress  from  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  storm.  “They  are  the  unknown 
victims,”  he  says. 

A  few  blocks  away,  young  people  are 
swarming  over  the  home  of  Regina  Batiste. 
Her  home  was  knocked  off  its  piers  and 
was  sitting  on  its  side.  The  Federal 
Emergency  Management  Agency  and  the 
city  told  her  it  was  unsalvageable. 

Fortunately  no  one  told  that  to  volun¬ 
teers  from  Project  Noah.  They  jacked  up 
the  house  and  put  it  on  a  new  foundation. 

About  1 .000  students  from  24  states 
signed  up  for  Project  Noah  (New1  Orleans 
Area  Hope),  started  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  They 
worked  in  Louisiana  for  eight  weeks. 

The  Rev.  Ernest  Scott,  pastor  of 
Hartzell-Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist 


Church,  has  experienced  firsthand  the 
power  of  the  United  Methodist  connection. 

“If  I  had  a  word  to  say  to  the  general 
church,  it  would  be  that  our  connectionism 
is  alive  and  well,”  he  says.  Hartzell-Mt. 
Zion  and  the  parsonage  were  just  a  few  of 
the  many  structures  destroyed  by  the  stomi. 

The  church  never  stopped  holding  serv¬ 
ices,  first  in  the  parking  lot,  then  in  a  par¬ 
tially  completed  building  and  now  in  a 
beautiful  sanctuary. 

“Without  the  help  of  UMCOR.  we 
would  not  be  in  the  position  where  we  are 
now  with  the  church  and  the  parsonage,” 
he  says. 

He  echoes  Kimball  and  Ward’s  praise  of 
volunteer  teams. 

“I  watch  those  young  kids  roll  up  their 
sleeves  and  unload  bundles  of  shingles  and 
I  know  they  mean  to  make  a  difference,” 
Scott  says.“Some  of  the  greatest  groups  we 


have  had  have  been  young  high  school  and 
college  kids.  They  have  the  most  produc¬ 
tive  and  willing  spirits,”  Kimball  says. 

Scott  has  advice  for  the  young  people. 

“1  tell  them,  ‘Don’t  forget  this.  Ten  or  20 
years  from  now,  you  can  tell  people  you 
helped  restore  Slidell  and  the  church.’ 

“I  tell  them  to  put  it  in  their  journals  and 
on  their  resumes.  Anyone  worth  their  salt 
will  look  at  that  on  a  resume  and  know  this 
is  somebody  who  had  done  something  in 
their  lives.” 

Kimball  and  Scott  feel  good  about  the 
future  of  the  church  and  the  country  after  a 
year  of  watching  young  people  come  into 
Slidell  and  work. 

“A  lot  of  people  question  the  future  of 
the  church,”  Kimball  says.  “I  say  just  come 
and  watch  these  young  kids  and  you  will 
know  the  future  of  the  church  is  in  great 
hands.” 


A  Methodist  work  team  from  Puebla  and  Reynosa,  Mexico  joined  forces  earlier 


this  year  with  United  Methodist  volunteers  from  McAllen,  Tex.  and  the  Louisiana 
Conference  to  work  in  storm  damaged  areas  of  New  Orleans.  Bishop  Pedro 
Moreno  Cano  of  the  Southeast  Annual  Conference  is  pictured  left  with  Maribel 
Calvo  of  El  Mesias  in  Kenner;  Priscila  Rojas  Quintero,  VIM  Coordinator  for  the  SE 
Annual  Conference;  Rev.  Sam  Calvo,  pastor  of  El  Mesias  UMC;  and  Abigail  Salazar. 
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Abbeville,  from  page  1 

ing  room  is  just  big  enough  for  two  chairs 
and  a  love  seat. 

Hurricane  Rita  was  the  third  most 
intense  Atlantic  hurricane  in  history, 
according  to  the  National  Hurricane  Center. 
The  storm  surge  from  the  Category  3  hurri¬ 
cane  caused  extensive  damage  along  the 
Louisiana  and  extreme  southeastern  Texas 
coasts.  The  storm  killed  seven  people. 

The  Rev.  Kathy  Fitzhugh,  operations 
manager  for  the  Abbeville  Storm  Recovery 
Station,  says  Hurricane  Rita’s  damage  has 
not  gotten  as  much  attention  as  Katrina. 

“We  are  still  getting  calls  every  day 
from  people  needing  help,”  she  says.  They 
have  had  739  volunteers  since  the  station 
opened  in  January.  To  date  they  have 
served  76 1  clients  and  have  helped  52  fam¬ 
ilies  return  to  their  homes.  The  station  has 
95 1  referrals  and  is  actively  working  with 
103  families.  It  has  closed  222  cases. 

Other  areas  were  hit  even  harder  by 
Hurricane  Rita. 

“The  worst  of  the  damage  was  felt  in 
the  floodwaters  in  the  Dulac,  Freetown, 
Delcambre,  Erath,  Mouton  Cove  and  Pecan 
Island  areas,”  said  the  Rev.  Roger  D. 
Lathan,  superintendent  of  the  Acadiana 
District. 

“It  has  been  reported  that  these  areas 
received  the  highest  water  levels  ever. 
Homes  were  damaged,  cemeteries  were 
disrupted,  and  massive  power  outages  were 
sustained.” 

In  the  Lake  Charles  District,  3 1  church¬ 
es  and  12  parsonages  were  damaged. 
Cameron  United  Methodist  Church  and 
Grand  Chenier  United  Methodist  Church 
were  destroyed. 

Helen  and  Sherrill  Sagrera,  one  of  their 
sons  and  a  daughter  lost  their  homes  when 
Hurricane  Rita  hit.  “It  sucked  out  all  the 
walls  on  our  house,”  Helen  says.  “My 


daughter’s  house  was  stopped  by  a  tele¬ 
phone  pole,  and  my  son’s  house  blew  into 
the  swamp.” 

“It  wasn’t  something  you  would  ever 
want  to  come  back  to,”  says  Sherrill. 

All  three  houses  are  almost  complete, 
and  the  family  is  once  again  back  together 
on  land  in  Abbeville  where  they  have  lived 
for  43  and  a  half  years. 

Most  amazing  to  the  Sagreras  are  the 
volunteers  who  have  tirelessly  rebuilt  their 
lives. 

“The  bulk  of  the  help  came  from  United 
Methodists,”  Sherrill  says.  “We  have  had 
people  from  all  over  —  Missouri,  New 
Mexico,  Texas.” 

Adds  Helen:  “And  every  group  that 
came  through  thanked  us  for  letting  them 
work  on  our  house.  Can  you  believe  that?" 

The  new  homes  are  built  with  what  the  _ 
family  salvaged  from  seven  others. 
Telephone  poles  hold  up  the  houses.  “They 
are  planted  1 0  feet  up  and  1 0  feet  down,” 
Sherrill  says.  With  the  braces  and  base,  the 
house  sits  well  above  the  recommended 
1 1  -feet. 

Pointing  to  the  structure,  Sherrill  says  it 
is  well  constructed  with  plenty  of  braces 
and  lots  of  nails. 

Fitzhugh  was  on  site  for  some  of  the 
building  of  the  homes  and  tells  the  story  of 
one  young  volunteer  who  heard  that 
Habitat  for  Humanity’s  motto  was  if  one 
nail  is  good,  three  are  better.  She  says  he 
responded  with,  “and  56  are  excellent.” 

The  Sagreras  have  taken  pictures  of  all 
the  groups  that  have  helped  the  family,  and 
Helen  plans  to  write  each  one  and  send 
them  pictures  of  the  finished  houses. 

“I  never  figured  that  many  people 
would  have  that  much  concern,”  Sherrill 
says.  Helen  adds,  “We  have  made  such 
great  friends.” 


Helen  and  Sherrill  Sagrera,  top,  stand  in 
front  of  their  new  home  which  is  still 
under  construction. Their  original  home  in 
Abbeville,  La.  was  destroyed  by  Hurricane 
Rita,  which  smashed  into  the  Texas- 
Louisiana  border  last  Sept.  24. .  The 
Abbeville  Storm  Recovery  Station  has 
spearheaded  work  efforts  for  the 
Sagrera's  new  home,  funneling  work 
teams  to  the  project  from  all  over  the 
country. "The  bulk  of  the  help  came  from 
United  Methodists,"  Sherrill  says. "We 
have  had  people  from  all  over  —  Missouri, 
New  Mexico,  Texas." Two  college  students 
from  California,  above,  paint  moulding 
that  will  be  used  to  finish  a  home  for 
Raywood  Sons,  Hurricane  Rita  survivor. 
Left,  Sons  stands  in  front  of  the  new 
home  that  replaces  his  house  destroyed 
by  Hurricane  Rita. The  storm  took  away 
his  family  home,  which  had  stood  strong 
since  1926.  His  new  home,  built  on  the 
site  of  his  old  one,  is  unique  in  another 
way. The  400-square-foot  house  would 
probably  fit  into  many  people's  bed¬ 
rooms,  but  Sons  insisted  that  a  home  this 
size  would  provide 'all  the  space  I  need.' 
UMNS  photos  by  Mike  Dubose. 
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Staff  and  volunteers  at  the  Westbank  Storm  Recovery  Station  serve  clients  primarily  in 
Jefferson,  St.  Bernard,  Plaquemines  and  Orleans  parishes  in  the  New  Orleans  area.  One 
hundred  percent  of  St.  Bernard  parish  was  affected  by  Hurricane  Katrina.  Storm  station 
staff,  pictured  left  to  right,  include  Laurie  Darling,  Jake  McGlothin,  Abby  McMurry, 
Clementine  Griffin,  Kathy  Powers,  and  Joseph  Sumter. 


Westbank  storm  recovery  station 


Every  day,  volunteers  and  staff  working 
through  the  Westbank  Storm  Recovery 
Station  find  themselves  in  some  of  the 
areas  of  New  Orleans  hardest  hit  by 
Hurricane  Katrina. 

“We  deal  with  houses  mainly  in 
Jefferson,  St.  Bernard,  Plaquemines  and 
Orleans  parishes,”  said  Jake  McGlothin, 
operations  coordinator  for  the  station, 
which  is  housed  at  Aurora  United 
Methodist  Church. 

One  hundred  percent  of  St.  Bernard 
parish  was  affected  by  the  storm.  The 
lower  part  of  Plaquemines  parish  was  hit 
with  a  25  -foot  storm  surge  breaking  over 
12-foot  levees.  “Houses  were  literally  bro¬ 
ken  apart.  Some  structures  were  moved  as 
far  as  200  yards  away,”  said  McGlothin, 
who  comments  that  this  recovery  effort  is 
“beyond  any  government  agency  or  faith 
based  organization.”  “We  all  have  to  be 
able  to  work  together  to  get  people  home 
and  to  finish  the  work.” 


Although  the  number  of  closed  cases  for 
the  Westbank  Station  stands  at  800, 
McGlothin  believes  that  the  staff  and  vol¬ 
unteers  have  helped  close  to  5,000  people 
in  some  way  or  another.  “I’m  so  proud  of 
the  effort  put  forward.  Some  amazing 
things  have  been  done.  Recently,  with  only 
five  days  notice,  we  put  a  roof  on  a  house. 
It  just  so  happened  that  a  team  came,  want¬ 
ing  to  do  roof  work.  That  kind  of  miracle 
happens  all  the  time,”  he  said. 

The  work  is  slowly  progressing  from 
relief  to  rebuilding.  In  addition  to  gutting, 
some  houses  are  being  fitted  with 
Sheetrock.  “We  are  moving  to  the  addition 
of  skilled  and  semi-skilled  labor.  Bottom 
line  is,  we  need  people — for  physical  labor 
and  office  work,”  said  McGlothin. 

Although  challenged  every  day, 
McGlothin  and  his  staff  feels  blessed  to  be 
involved  in  this  disaster  recovery  ministry. 
“This  has  been  a  test  of  trust  and  faith 
which  has  enriched  our  lives.” 


The  staff  of  the  Abbeville  Storm  Recovery  Station  meets  to  arrange  the  work  for  volun¬ 
teer  teams.  Seated  are  Ginny  Alexander  and  Rev.  Kathy  Fitzhugh.  Standing,  left  to 
right,  are  Bruce  Coen,  Shelton  Breaux,  Deborah  Vining,  Landie  Thompson,  Barbara 
Abshire  and  Debbie  Boudreaux. The  storm  station  is  housed  at  Abbeville  United 
Methodist  Church. 


Case  Management  key  to  recovery  effort 


Disaster  recovery  is  a  journey  through 
unknown  territory,  filled  with  pitfalls  and 
missteps  for  many  survivors.  The  role  of 
the  case  management  system  is  to  help  sur¬ 
vivors  navigate  this  difficult  journey  with 
the  ultimate  goal  of  having  their  needs  met 

Serving  in  the  position  of  Director  of 
Case  Management  for  Louisiana’s  disaster 
recovery  ministry  is  bittersweet  for  Irene 
Michaud.  “It  is  so  painful  when  you 
become  aware  of  the  scope  and  depth  of 
the  trauma  and  the  loss.  But  I  am  inspired 
by  the  incredible  resilience  of  our  clients, 
and  the  determination  of  the  case  managers 
working  out  of  the  six  Storm  Stations 
throughout  Louisiana,”  said  Michaud,  who 
has  experience  in  supervision  and  program 
development  for  child  welfare,  health  care 
and  educational  rehabilitation  in 
Massachusetts,  Florida  and  Virginia. 

Case  management  in  Louisiana’s  disas¬ 
ter  recovery  ministry  involves  working 


with  survivors  to  assist  them  with  their  dis¬ 
aster  recovery  journey.  “Case  management 
service  delivery  is  not  new;  case  manage¬ 
ment  with  clients  in  a  disaster  of  this  mag¬ 
nitude  is  new,”  she  added. 

Michaud  pointed  out  that  the  philoso¬ 
phy  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Disaster 
Recovery  Ministry  is  to  work  with  the 
whole  person,  looking  with  special  care  to 
the  “least,  the  last  and  the  lost”.  “This 
involves  identifying  survivors  who  have 
the  greatest  unmet  needs  and  prioritizing 
service  delivery  to  meet  their  multiple 
needs.  By  developing  an  empathetic  rela¬ 
tionship  with  individuals  requesting  servic¬ 
es,  case  managers  support  the  survivor’s 
spiritual  well  being.  In  addition  to  our 
responsibility  to  support  and  empower  sur¬ 
vivors  on  their  recovery  journey,  we  have  a 
responsibility  to  be  good  stewards  of  the 
resources,  especially  the  donated  funds,” 
said  Michaud. 


Many  of  the  clients  being  served  through  the  Uptown  Storm  Recovery  Station  face  the 
challenge  of  living  out  of  town  while  their  homes  are  being  gutted  and  prepared  for 
repair. The  storm  station  staff,  pictured  above,  includes  left  to  right,  Leola  Sumter,  Shaun 
Darnall,  Marva  Mitchell,  Josephine  Bourne,  Roger  BrUnell  and  Wanda  Ballier.  Not  pic¬ 
tured  is  Joseph  Taylor. 


Uptown  storm  recovery  station 


Many  people  re-mediating  their  homes 
in  New  Orleans  still  live  in  the  city.  Some 
live  in  FEMA  trailers  parked  in  their  yard. 
Others  live  on  the  second  floor  of  homes 
that  only  flooded  a  few  feet.  Many  live 
with  relatives  whose  homes  are  still  viable. 

A  large  number,  however,  live  out  of 
town  because  they  have  no  other  option. 
Many  of  these  clients  are  being  served 
through  the  Uptown  Storm  Recovery 
Station,  located  in  Peoples  Community 
Center  on  Simon  Bolivar  Ave. 

“We  are  serving  quite  a  few  zip  codes, 
basically  falling  in  the  downtown  area  of 
New  Orleans.  Many  of  the  homeowners 
we  are  working  with  live  out  of  town,  most 
for  financial  reasons  like  lost  jobs.  Quite  a 
few  haven’t  made  final  decisions  about 
what  to  do  with  their  property,”  said  Rev. 
Marva  Mitchell,  Operations  Coordinator 
for  the  Uptown  Station. 

Working  with  non-residents  presents 
special  challenges  to  station  staff  and  to 
mission  teams.  “We  have  to  have  their  per¬ 
mission  to  enter  the  property,  so  they  either 


travel  to  New  Orleans  to  meet  us,  or  they 
ask  a  friend  or  neighbor  to  let  us  into  the 
house  we’re  working  on,”  said  Mitchell. 

Everyone  associated  with  the  recovery 
effort  has  felt  the  pressure  from  an  Aug.  29 
deadline  issued  by  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
stating  that  personal  property  must  be  gut¬ 
ted  and  boarded  up  to  avoid  losing  the 
property.  “We  are  reassured,  however, 
because  our  contacts  at  City  Hall  say  that 
houses  that  are  at  least  on  a  list  to  be  gutted 
will  avoid  any  leins,”  said  Rev.  Martha 
Orphe,  Mission  Zone  Director  for  the  La. 
Annual  Conference.  “Obviously,  gutting 
homes  is  a  big  part  of  what  we  are  doing, 
and  it  will  continue  to  be  a  big  part  of  what 
we  are  doing,”  said  Mitchell. 

In  addition  to  the  work  of  gutting  and 
re-mediating  homes,  the  staff  at  the 
Uptown  Station  is  trying  to  serve  the  needs 
of  the  children  living  in  the  area  surround¬ 
ing  Peoples  Community  Center.  “We  are 
currently  organizing  a  school  supply  give¬ 
away  for  the  area  children,  most  of  whom 
are  impoverished,”  said  Mitchell. 
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Katrina  Church 
Recovery  Appeal 


#818-001 


The  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  is  asking  every  congregation  to  receive  a  spe¬ 
cial  offering  Aug.  27, 2006  for  the  Katrina  Church  Recovery  Appeal.  Funds  from  this 
appeal  will  go  specifically  to  rebuild  destroyed  and  severely  damaged  churches 
throughout  the  Gulf  Coast. 

Lake  Charles  storm  recovery  station 


When  survivors  of  Hurricane  Rita  come 
to  the  Lake  Charles-Southwest  Louisiana 
Storm  Recovery  Station  for  help,  they  are 
sometimes  at  the  “end  of  their  rope.” 

“Long  gone  is  their  ability  for  clarity 
and  patience  with  ‘800’  numbers  and  forms 
to  fill  out.  Our  staff  is  able  to  use  our 
knowledge  and  resources  to  lead  them 
through  the  recovery  process,”  said  Brandi 
Russell,  Operations  Coordinator. 

Diane  and  Veda  are  lifetime  residents  of 
Creole,  just  10  miles  east  of  Cameron. 

Both  of  their  homes  were  totally  destroyed 
by  Rita.  “They  just  disappeared.  There  is 
nothing  left  but  the  dirt,”  Diane  explained. 
“They  had  no  insurance  and  had  recieved 
no  assisstance  from  FEMA.  Upon  review 
of  these  cases,  it  was  discovered  the 
FEMA  inspection  had  wrongly  coded  them 
as  ‘no’  damage  instead  of ‘total’  damage. 
With  a  letter  of  appeal  to  FEMA  ,  a  new 


inspection  was  ordered  and  maximum 
grants  of  $26,000  for  each  house  were 
awarded,”  said  Tonia  Pence,  Case 
Manager.  “Now  they  have  hope  and 
resources  to  secure  housing.  Before  our 
assistance,  they  were  without  any  hope  of 
recovery.” 

This  is  just  one  of  the  many  ways  the 
Lake  Charles-Southwest  Louisiana  Storm 
Recovery  Station  serves  a  five-parish  area 
which  covers  6,000  square  miles  in 
Southwest  Louisiana.  “We  are  tremendous¬ 
ly  backlogged  with  over  4,000  cases  need¬ 
ing  our  attention,”  said  Russell.  “We  des¬ 
perately  need  volunteer  case  workers  and 
more  work  teams.” 

“We  realize  the  tragedy  of  Katrina  often 
overshadows  the  need  in  this  area.  But  we 
want  folks  to  remember  us.  If  you  can 
come,  we  can  house  your  team  and  put  you 
to  work!,”  said  Russell. 


Eastbank  storm  recovery  station 


The  staff  at  the  Eastbank  Storm 
Recovery  Station  recently  assisted  28  fos¬ 
ter  families  in  the  New  Orleans  area. 

“The  conference  asked  us  to  work  with 
a  group  of  foster  home  parents  whose 
houses  had  been  flooded.  We  have  just  fin¬ 
ished  gutting  all  28  houses,  and  are  begin¬ 
ning  the  process  of  rebuilding,”  said 
Darrell  Guillory,  Operations  Coordinator 
for  the  station,  which  is  housed  at  Kenner 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  “We’ve 
been  working  with  Diane  Krocer,  director 
of  the  National  Foster  Parents  Association, 
to  help  get  these  foster  families  back  on 
their  feet.” 

The  challenges  faced  by  foster  parents 
on  a  daily  basis  are  compounded  when 
faced  with  a  sudden  loss  of  home  and  the 
immediate  need  of  finding  shelter  for  the 
children  in  their  care.  “This  is  a  special 
group  of  people.  They’re  doing  all  they  can 
in  trying  to  keep  their  heads  above  water. 
Gutting  and  rebuilding  their  homes  is  a  sig¬ 
nificant  way  that  the  La.  Disaster  Recovery 
Ministry  can  help,”  said  Guillory. 

Over  2,000  clients  have  been  helped 
through  the  Eastbank  Stonn  Recovery 
Station,  with  close  to  700  of  those  cases 
now  closed.  “Every  day  is  a  new  experi¬ 
ence,  and  we  get  to  meet  and  help  so  many 
wonderful  people,  sometimes  in  unique 


ways,”  added  Guillory. 

One  compelling  story  involved  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  some  missing  letters  written  by 
an  Army  G.  I.  during  World  War  II  to  his 
sweetheart  back  home.  A  mission  team 
from  New  Jersey  was  gutting  a  home  in 
Lakeview  Subdivision  when  30  old  letters 
were  discovered  on  the  attic  floor.  A  young 
Charles  Souquet  had  written  the  letters  to 
Violet,  who  would  ultimately  marry  him 
after  the  war  ended.  “We  knew  these  letters 
would  be  important  to  someone.  Although 
the  Souquets  were  deceased,  they  had  lived 
in  the  home  years  earlier.  It  now  belongs  to 
Charles  Souquet ’s  brother,”  said  Guillory. 

Coincidentally,  the  administrative  assis¬ 
tant  for  the  Eastbank  Storm  Station  recog¬ 
nized  the  names  of  the  couple  and 
announced  that  she  knew  their  daughter, 
Charlene  Souquet  Taranto.  “I  contacted 
Charlene  about  the  letters.  She  was  ecstatic 
to  find  out  about  the  discovery  because  she 
never  knew  that  the  letters  even  existed,” 
said  Paige  Lemieux. 

“The  most  incredible  thing  about  the 
story  is  that  Aug.  3,  the  day  our  office  noti¬ 
fied  Charlene,  would  have  been  her  par¬ 
ents’  64th  wedding  anniversary.  It  was  a 
heartwarming  story  for  everyone  involved, 
especially  the  team  from  New  Jersey.” 


The  Slidell  Storm  Recovery  Station,  housed  at  Aldersgate  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Slidell,  is  now  moving  into  the  rebuilding  phase  of  recovery.  Storm  station  staff,  pic¬ 
tured  above  from  left  to  right,  include  Sylvia  Crouch,  Glenn  Hawthorne,  Charles 
Alexander,  Kristy  Thiel,  Pat  McQueen,  Dale  Kimball  and  Trish  Fowler. 


The  staff  of  the  Lake  Charles  Storm  Recovery  Station  are  pictured  above,  left  to  right: 
standing,  Venus  DeJean,  Bob  Reierson,  Tonia  Pence,  Kevin  Hodge,  and  Tony  Moss,  and 
seated.  Sunny  King,  Kristi  Law,  Brandi  Russell  and  Candyce  Smythe.  Not  pictured  are 
A. D.  Washington  and  Curtiss  Eden. The  Lake  Charles  Storm  Station  is  currently  address¬ 
ing  4,000-plus  individual  client  cases. 


The  staff  of  the  Eastbank  Storm  Recovery  Station  are  pictured  above,  left  to  right: 
standing,  Lynda  Llopis,  Darrell  Guillory,  Judy  Drichta-Legier,  Paige  LeMieux,  Sonia 
Smith,  and  Shonnell  Dillon,  and  seated,  Warren  Lemley,  Thomas  Phillips  and  Donna 
McMillion.  Volunteers  and  staff  recently  gutted  and  are  rebuilding  28  homes  belonging 
to  New  Orleans  area  foster  families. 
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Black  staff  provide  ministry 


BY  LINDA  GREEN 

NEW  ORLEANS  (UMNS)  -  Nearly 
three  dozen  African-American  United 
Methodist  staff  members  journeyed 
throughout  the  city  to  offer  healing,  hope 
and  wholeness  to  residents  and  damaged 
churches. 

Their  July  23-25  work  trip  was  a 
response  to  an  appeal  for  a  ministry  of 
presence  and  assistance  made  by  the  Rev. 
Connie  Thomas,  the  volunteer  coordinator 
for  storm  recovery  for  the  Louisiana 
Annual  (regional)  Conference,  to  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  and  the 
National  Black  Staff  Forum  last  March. 

Some  90  churches  in  the  denomination, 
including  30  black  churches,  were  dam¬ 
aged  along  the  340  miles  of  Louisiana  dev¬ 
astated  by  Hurricane  Katrina.  The 
Louisiana  Conference  is  making  a  decision 
on  which  churches  will  be  rebuilt  for  con¬ 
gregations  and  which  will  be  used  for  other 
purposes. 

“I  made  the  appeal  because  we  needed 
more  participation  from  the  African- 
American  community,”  Thomas  said.  “At 
the  time  of  the  appeal,  only  5  percent  of 
the  12,000  volunteers  who  had  come  to  the 
area  were  African  American.” 

Since  March,  the  presence  of  African- 
American  teams  has  increased,  making  a 
tremendous  impact  on  the  people  of  New 
Orleans  and  other  areas,  according  to 
Thomas.  “When  the  staff  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  arrived,  it 
brought  hope  to  the  people,”  Thomas  said. 
“A  ministry  of  presence  is  important 
because  it  plants  seeds  in  the  mind  of  the 
people  that  everybody  is  involved  in  this 
ministry.” 

Although  a  year  has  passed  since 
Katrina  hit  the  Gulf  Coast,  the  images  and 
horrors  remain  fresh  in  the  mind  of 
Antonietta  Wilson,  a  staff  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  She  jumped  at  the  chance  to 
provide  a  hands-on  response. 

“Coming  here  was  (a)  calling  for  me,” 
she  said.  “I  should  take  the  opportunity  to 
do  what  I  can,  share  my  blessings,  even  if 
it  is  to  be  in  solidarity  and  talk  to  them  and 
do  whatever  I  can.” 

The  Rev.  Eugene  Hebert,  associate  pas¬ 
tor  of  Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans,  told  the  black  staff  members 
he  felt  “as  if  I  was  receiving  water”  when 
he  saw  them. 

“Seeing  so  many  African  Americans  lets 
me  know  that  we  do  care  about  Katrina 
and  we  do  have  each  other’s  back,”  he 
said. 

Irene  Jones,  81,  came  to  New  Orleans 
with  her  daughter,  Jeneane  Jones,  the  direc¬ 
tor  of  communications  for  the  Califomia- 
Nevada  Annual  Conference.  Her  reasons 
for  attending  were  twofold.  She  enjoyed 
being  able  to  spend  time  with  her  daughter 
as  she  participated  in  relief  efforts.  “This 
meant  that  I  had  a  chance  to  do  something, 
to  be  a  part  of  something,”  she  said. 

She  will  encourage  others  at  Downs 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Oakland,  Calif.,  to  visit  New  Orleans  and 
do  their  part,  she  said. 

An  employee  at  a  local  hotel  told  the 
black  staff  members  that  she  felt  proud 
when  she  learned  that  an  African-American 


team  from  the  United  Methodist  Church 
was  in  the  city  to  lend  a  hand.  An  inactive 
United  Methodist,  she  said  their  presence 
made  her  want  to  rejoin  a  church. 

Elaine  Jenkins,  a  staff  member  in  the 
office  of  development  for  Africa 
University,  knows  what  the  people  in  New 
Orleans  and  particularly  those  in  the  Lower 
Ninth  Ward  have  gone  through.  A  native  of 
Charleston,  S.C.,  she  experienced 
Hurricane  Hugo,  which  hit  her  state  in 
1989. 

“It  devastated  the  area  where  I  lived, 
and  1  remember  the  volunteers  that  came 
through  and  what  that  meant  to  us  then,” 
she  said. 

While  on  the  Gulf  Coast,  the  staffers 
split  into  teams  for  relief  work  at  three 
sites:  Brooks  United  Methodist  Church,  a 
New  Orleans  church  that  had  not  been 
opened  since  Katrina  struck;  a  church 
recovery  station,  also  in  New  Orleans;  and 
historic  Gulfside  Assembly  in  Waveland, 
Miss. 

Outfitted  from  head  to  toe  in  white 
industrial  suits,  hardhats  and  other  gear  to 
protect  themselves  against  injury  and  dis¬ 
ease,  teams  gutted  out  Brooks  Church  in 
New  Orleans.  They  removed  the  pews,  tore 
out  the  carpet  and  cleared  the  altar  and  pul¬ 
pit.  They  also  removed  a  refrigerator  that 
had  not  been  opened  in  nearly  a  year. 

The  Rev.  Deborah  Williams,  one  of  the 
pastors  assigned  to  the  parish  where 
Brooks  is  located,  said  the  church  -  which 
was  organized  in  1948  and  once  had  157 
members  -had  six  feet  of  water  inside  after 
Katrina  struck.  In  a  face  mask,  she  greeted 
the  team  at  the  church  and  expressed 
delight  at  the  help. 

Services  haven’t  been  held  in  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  since  Aug.  28,  2005,  the  day  before 
Katrina  made  landfall  in  Louisiana. 
Officials  have  been  in  contact  with  35  of 
the  members,  and  only  20  have  returned  to 
the  area. 

“It  is  a  wonderful  statement  that  the 
denomination’s  black  staff  members  are 
making,”  Williams  said.  “This  was  a  pre¬ 
dominantly  African-American  city,  and 
most  of  the  victims  are  African  American. 
We  have  not  seen  great  participation  of 
African  Americans  helping  in  the  cleanup. 
Of  course,  we  are  happy  when  anyone 
comes,  but  it  is  important  that  African 
Americans  around  the  country  get  involved 
and  help  this  great  American  city  recover.” 

The  team’s  presence  was  critical,  she 
said.  “It  shows  that  we  have  not  been  for¬ 
gotten.  It  is  hard  when  you’ve  lost  your 
home,  people  are  scattered  across  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  we  go  between  hope  and  despair. 
Seeing  you  here  gives  hope.” 

While  the  fate  of  Brooks  Church  hasn’t 
been  decided,  Williams  said  her  responsi¬ 
bility  now  is  “to  minister  to  people’s  souls 
and  give  them  encouragement.” 

Yvonne  Dayries  lost  everything  in 
Katrina,  but  felt  that  God  wanted  her  to  do 
something  to  help  others.  “It  took  my  mind 
off  what  I  and  my  family  had  lost,”  she 
said.  Working  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference’s  Storm  Recovery  Center  in 
Baton  Rouge  helped  lessen  her  pain,  she 
said. 


of  presence  in  New  Orleans 
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Members  of  the  National  Black  Staff  Forum  gather  and  move  out  debris  from  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  of  Brooks  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans.  Photos  by  Linda  Green  and 
Betty  Backstrom. 


Free  grief  workshops  help  survivors 


Rev.  Judy  Nelson,  director  of  Pastoral 
Care  for  Methodist  Health  System 
Foundation  Inc.,  knows  the  pain  of  loss 
from  recent  storms. 

“I  lost  my  New  Orleans  home  due  to 
Hurricane  Katrina.  Seeing  my  history  and 
identity  dumped  on  the  curb  was  heart¬ 
breaking.  Fortunately,  1  am  blessed  with  so 
many  resources  available  to  help  me,”  said 
Nelson,  who  is  spearheading  an  interactive 
workshop  offering  a  forum  for  expressing 
grief. 

Funded  by  the  Foundation,  the  work¬ 
shop  is  entitled  “Fear  to  Hope:  a  journey  to 
wholeness.”  Each  program  includes  a 
power  point  presentation  on  the  nature  of 
loss  and  the  characteristics  of  grief;  small 
group  discussions  about  individual  losses 
and  associated  grief;  a  summation  where 
participants  name  their  stressors  and  ask 
questions;  and  a  session  on  relaxation  and 
stress  management. 

“The  format  is  flexible  and  can  be 
adapted  to  meet  the  special  needs  of  any 
group.  Those  hosting  a  workshop  should 
provide  meeting  space,  refreshments,  pro¬ 
motion  to  encourage  attendance,  and  most 
importantly,  prayer  support,”  said  Nelson. 

Each  workshop  should  be  at  least  four 
hours,  but  a  longer  time  commitment  is 


encouraged  for  maximum  benefit,  said 
Nelson. 

Any  group  can  request  a  workshop,  but 
organizers  are  hoping  that  many  local 
churches  in  Louisiana  will  host  events  as  a 
community  outreach.  “Nearly  every  city  or 
town  in  our  state  is  home  to  evacuees  from 
either  Hurricane  Katrina  or  Rita.  These 
people  are  hurting  and  need  programs  that 
specifically  deal  with  the  problems  associ¬ 
ated  with  grief.  Not  only  is  it  the  church’s 
role  to  provide  comfort,  but  our  communi¬ 
ties  need  to  deal  with  these  issues  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  social  problems  that  arise  from 
such  a  stressful  situation,”  said  Nelson. 

A  rise  in  child  abuse  is  predictable  due 
to  the  unique  problems  faced  by  many  dis¬ 
placed  families.  “Families  are  compacted 
together,  living  in  inadequate  conditions. 
Parents  and  children  are  dealing  with  feel¬ 
ings  of  sadness  and  anger.  The  fear  caused 
by  financial  crisis  can  be  crippling.  All 
these  conditions  breed  abuse.  The  ‘Fear  to 
Hope'  workshop  hopes  to  address  these 
issues  and  provide  help  to  suffering  fami¬ 
lies,”  said  Nelson. 

For  more  information  about  the  work¬ 
shops,  sponsored  by  the  Methodist  Health 
System  Foundation  Inc.,  contact  (985)  726- 
9333,  ext.  105. 
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Project  Noah  volunteers  view  the  damage  in  New  Orleans'  hard-hit  Lower  Ninth  Ward.  A 
UMNS  photo  by  John  Gordon. 


Project  Noah  draws  high-school  students  to  help  storm  victims 

BY  JOHN  GORDON 


SLIDELL,  La.  (UMNS)— High-school 
students  from  across  the  country  are  giving 
up  part  of  their  summer  vacations  to  help 
hurricane  victims,  while  getting  a  living 
history  lesson  and  a  dose  of  Cajun  culture 
along  the  way. 

About  1 ,000  students  from  United 
Methodist  churches  in  24  states  have 
signed  up  for  Project  Noah  (New  Orleans 
Area  Hope).  Each  group  will  spend  a  week 
rebuilding  flooded  and  wind-battered 
homes  in  the  Slidell  and  Covington  areas 
near  New  Orleans. 

“I  was  overwhelmed  with  the  response,” 
said  Project  Noah  director  George 
Ragsdale,  who  heads  the  youth  ministry  at 
first  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

“These  kids  gave  up  baseball  camps  and 
baseball  games  and  summer  camps  and 
money  out  of  their  pocket  to  come  down 
and  make  a  difference  and  to  make  an 
impact  on  the  people  who  are  still  affected 
by  Hurricane  Katrina,”  he  said. 

The  groups  get  a  taste  of  the  area’s 
unique  culture  with  a  makeshift  Mardi 
Gras  parade  of  floats  made  of  hurricane 
debris. 

They  also  tour  some  of  New  Orleans’ 
hardest-hit  areas,  including  the  Lower 
Ninth  Ward.  Most  are  surprised  by  the 
extent  of  the  damage. 

“I  didn’t  think  it  was  going  to  be  too 
bad,”  said  Paul  David  Poster,  15,  a  Project 
Noah  volunteer  from  Lirst  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Hartwell,  Ga. 

“And  then  we  went  across  that  bridge 
and  there  was  nothing  there,”  he  said.  “So, 
it  was  mind-blowing.” 

Poster  was  one  of  1 9  youth  from  his 
church  who  signed  up  to  help.  One  of  their 
projects  was  putting  up  sheetrock  at  the 
home  of  Rosetta  Beauchat-Zweig,  84,  who 
is  now  living  in  a  PEMA  trailer  after  her 
home  was  flooded  by  three-and-a-half  feet 
of  water. 

“1  can’t  say  how  much  1  appreciate  what 
they’re  doing,”  said  Beauchat-Zweig. 
“These  youngsters  are  doing  work  that  1 
can’t  possibly  even  help  them  with.” 

This  is  the  second  time  Beauchat-Zweig 


has  found  herself  starting  over  in  less  than 
three  years.  Her  house  was  destroyed  earli¬ 
er  by  a  fire.  She  rebuilt,  and  Katrina  hit 
four  months  later. 

“It’s  just  wonderful  to  see  them  doing 
this,”  she  said. 

The  students  do  not  complain,  even  as 
they  sweat  in  the  muggy  south  Louisiana 
climate. 

“During  the  day,  it  feels  hot,”  said 
Shana  Toney,  16,  also  a  member  of  first 
United  Methodist  in  Hartwell.  “But  after 
you’ve  gotten  it  all  done  and  you’ve 
known  that  you  made  a  difference  and 
you’ve  seen  how  these  people  react  to 
helping  them,  it’s  a  really  good  feeling.” 

Johnny  Williamson,  16,  said  the  stu¬ 
dents  are  helping  coastal  residents  rise 
above  the  “wrath  of  Mother  Nature.” 

“If  you  have  a  bunch  of  people  working 
together,  you  can  overcome  a  lot  of 
things,”  he  said. 

Besides  learning  construction  skills,  the 
students  are  also  living  a  part  of  history. 

“These  students  will  be  able  to  look 
back  and  say,  ‘Look,  I  saw  that,  I  saw  his¬ 
tory.  I  was  not  (just)  a  reader  of  history. 

But  I  saw  what  happened  and  I  saw  the 
devastation  and  I  saw  the  plight  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,”’  said  Ragsdale. 

Organizers  first  thought  about  200  stu¬ 
dents  might  sign  up  for  Project  Noah, 
which  continues  through  July.  Many  of  the 
damaged  houses  targeted  by  the  volunteers 
are  mobile  homes  where  elderly  residents 
live. 

The  program  is  frill  and  no  longer  tak¬ 
ing  registrations.  But  Ragsdale  said  he 
hopes  to  extend  it  beyond  this  year — while 
also  encouraging  students  to  pursue  mis¬ 
sion  opportunities  near  their  own  homes. 

“Hopefully,  by  going  down  through 
those  areas  so  affected,  they’ll  be  able  to 
look  around  them  when  they  get  back  to 
their  homes  in  California  or  Washington  or 
Plorida  and  see  the  need  and  be  able  to 
respond,”  he  said. 

“I  hope  that  as  teenagers  go  back  from 
here. .  .that  their  lives  will  be  different, 
because  I  know  that  the  people’s  houses 
that  they  wwk  on  lives  will  be  different.” 


Mission  zone  approach  utilizes  cooperative  ministry 


Rev.  Martha  Orphe  knows  that  coopera¬ 
tive  ministries  work.  Her  belief  in  that 
approach  fuels  her  enthusiasm  as  she  helps 
storm  damaged  churches  in  New  Orleans 
rebuild  their  ministries. 

Orphe,  Mission  Zone  Director  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  is  helping  affected 
churches  become  familiar  with  the  concept 
of  working  together  in  clusters. 

“Cooperative  ministries  are  not  new  to 
United  Methodism  but  the  challenges  and 
opportunities  for  creating  dynamic  cooper¬ 
ative  ministries  are  compounded  by  specif¬ 
ic  situations  found  in  the  storm  damaged 
zone  areas,”  said  Orphe. 

As  a  former  District  Superintendent, 
Orphe  worked  with  cooperative  ministries 
in  Pittsburgh,  Penn.  “Louisiana’s  mission 
zone  churches  have  many  of  the  same 
characteristics  of  those  in  Pittsburgh  and 
other  parts  of  the  United  States,  however 
those  churches  were  working  together 
amidst  more  stable  populations  and  com¬ 
munities.  Louisiana’s  churches  not  only 
have  to  rebuild  their  ministries,  but  must 
also  help  rebuild,  repopulate  and  meet  the 
needs  of  the  community,”  she  added. 

The  conference  Mission  Zone,  which 
includes  all  churches  and  communities 
seriously  affected  by  Hurricanes  Katrina 
and  Rita,  is  geographically  larger  than  the 
cooperative  ministry.  “The  zone  is  com¬ 
posed  of  churches  in  Orleans,  Jefferson,  St. 
Bernard  and  Plaquemines  parishes  in  the 
Greater  New  Orleans  Area,  as  well  as 
Cameron  Parish  in  southwest 
Louisiana, ’’said  Orphe. 

The  new  Mission  Zone  Director  admits 
that  not  everyone  has  approached  the  coop¬ 
erative  parish  concept  with  total  confi¬ 
dence.  “In  my  meetings  with  church  clus¬ 
ters,  all  members  were  welcome.  Some  of 
them  were  waiting  for  me  with  pointed 
questions.  They  are  afraid  of  losing  their 
church  identity  and  they  are  worried  about 
what  the  future  will  bring,”said  Orphe, 
who  would  begin  each  gathering  with  the 
singing  of  favorite  hymns  from  each  con¬ 
gregation  represented. 

“Sadly,  we  have  not  taught  our  people 
that  its  okay  to  work  together.  So  relation¬ 
ships  and  trust  must  be  built.  Then,  we  will 


tackle  the  ‘how  to’  of  cooperative  min¬ 
istries,”  she  added. 

So  far,  cluster  gatherings  have  been  pro¬ 
ductive.  “When  we  finish  our  meetings, 
even  if  all  fears  have  not  been  addressed, 
the  churches  have  left  with  a  sense  of  trust 
and  a  new  understanding  of  this  approach. 
The  pastors  are  thrilled  with  the  positive 
response.”  Orphe  knows  that  these  United 
Methodists  are  attached  to  their  church 
buildings,  their  ways  of  doing  things  and 
their  identity.  “They  have  been  through  so 
much  tragedy  and  loss.  But  working 
together,  healing  will  continue.  The  bottom 
line  is  that  our  purpose  here  is  to  make  dis¬ 
ciples  for  Jesus  Christ.  By  working  togeth¬ 
er  and  combining  our  human  and  material 
resources,  we  can  reach  more  people.” 

One  especially  nervous  church  member 
approached  Orphe  after  a  cluster  meeting 
and  said,  “You  know  I  thought  they  were 
sending  us  a  bureaucrat,  but  they  didn’t. 
And  I  trust  you.” 

That  comment  meant  a  lot  to  Orphe, 
who  is  a  Louisiana  native.  “There  is  a  kin¬ 
dred  experience  I  share  with  those  suffer¬ 
ing  here.  Before  I  returned  home  to  accept 
this  position,  I  met  losses  of  my  own,”  she 
said,  referring  to  the  death  of  her  mother 
one  week  after  Katrina  and  the  loss  of  her 
sister  two  weeks  after  Rita.  “I  speak  about 
those  losses  to  these  churches,  and  it  serves 
as  a  point  of  connection.  I  also  tell  them 
about  something  my  mom  used  to  say, 
which  is  ‘Death  is  close,  but  God  is  closer.’ 
Those  words  have  carried  me  through  this 
season  of  grief,  and  I  think  it  touches  them, 
too.” 

Orphe  stresses  that  the  churches  in  New 
Orleans  are  going  “back  to  the  basics.”  “To 
be  effective,  we  must  engage  people,  wher¬ 
ever  we  are.  Jesus  modeled  that  example 
by  speaking  to  the  woman  at  the  well .  . . 
and  she  wound  up  bringing  a  whole  com¬ 
munity  to  Him.” 

She  shared  a  recent  success  story  of  just 
such  a  “basic”  approach.  “One  United 
Methodist  recently  went  door  to  door  in 
Chalmette.  One  of  the  women  they  met 
came  to  worship  the  next  Sunday,  and 
showed  up  with  12  members  of  her  family. 
What  a  blessing!” 


Rev.  Martha  Orphe,  Mission  Zone  Director  for  the  La.  Annual  Conference,  is  pictured 
above  left  outside  Brooks  UMC  in  New  Orleans  with  Diane  Johnson,  director  of  Urban 
Ministries  and  president  of  the  National  Black  Staff  Forum;  Rev.  Cheryl  Walker,  chairman 
of  the  Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal;  and  Rev.  Marva  Mitchell,  Operations 
Coordinator  for  the  Uptown  Storm  Recovery  Station. 
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Director  of  operations 
optimistic  about  recovery 

Rev.  Amy  Mercer  emphasizes  that  “we’ve  only  just 
begun"  the  storm  recovery  process  in  Louisiana. 

“Although  much  has  been  accomplished,  much  is  left  to 
be  done.  Everyone  has  a  role  to  play  and  all  parts  must  work 
together  to  finish  the  important  work  we  have  started,”  said 
Mercer,  director  of  Operations  for  the  La.  United  Methodist 
Storm  Recovery  Center. 

The  need  presented  by  the  devastation  of  “back  to  back” 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita  generated  an  unprecedented 
response  from  volunteers.  “Never  have  there  been  as  many 
people  nationwide  that  have  responded  to  a  tragedy.  But  we 
must  keep  the  flow  of  volunteers  coming  to  storm  damaged 
areas.  Volunteer  recruitment  is  everyone's  responsibility,” 
said  Mercer,  who  encourages  United  Methodists  to  “tell  the 
story"  to  alumni  groups,  businesses,  and  civic  and  profes¬ 
sional  organizations  which  might  send  work  teams  to  help. 
"We'll  show  'em  a  good  time  in  Louisiana,”  she  said  with  a 
laugh. 

Serving  as  “host  to  the  world”  has  produced  unprecedent¬ 
ed  “holy  hospitality”  among  Louisiana’s  United  Methodist 
churches.  “As  Southerners,  hospitality  comes  naturally  to  us. 
But  ‘holy’  hospitality  is  done  for  God’s  sake,  and  in  this 
case,  host  churches  have  housed  volunteers  for  the  last  12 
months,  some  with  up  to  90  guests  a  night.”  “Congregations 
have  provided  housing,  meals,  transportation  and  emotional 
support  to  those  lending  a  hand  in  rebuilding  storm-tom 
areas.  We’ve  established  relationships  with  the  people  who 
have  come,  many  of  whom  have  attended  worship  in  these 
crippled  churches.  Their  presence  helps  to  fills  the  pews,  giv¬ 
ing  a  spark  of  hope  to  struggling  congregations,”  said 
Mercer,  who  is  quick  to  point  out  that  every  United 
Methodist  church  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  stepped  for¬ 
ward  in  some  way  to  provide  relief,  shelter  to  evacuees, 
work  teams  and  money. 

Church  partnering  is  another  important  component  of  the 
work  performed  by  the  La.  United  Methodist  Storm 
Recovery  Center.  Kathy  Masey,  a  Storm  Center  volunteer 
from  St.  Andrews  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  continues  to  match 
churches  from  throughout  the  connection  with  affected 
churches.  “Church  partners  commit  to  offer  prayer  support 
and  to  collect  items,  and  where  possible,  to  send  work  teams 
and  monetary  assistance,”  said  Masey.  “For  the  hardest  hit 
churches  in  the  Mission  Zone,  these  relationships  are  vital 
for  the  rebuilding  of  the  churches.” 

It  is  important  to  remember,  added  Mercer,  that  UMCOR 
funding  is  used  for  humanitarian  relief  only.  “Church  part¬ 
nering  is  vital  for  the  reconstruction  of  United  Methodist 
churches  destroyed  or  damaged  by  the  hurricanes,”  she  said. 

A  large  part  of  Mercer’s  day  is  spent  working  directly 
with  six  Storm  Stations,  which  comprise  the  “front  line”  in 
the  recovery  effort.  “Each  station  functions  as  an  entity,  pro¬ 
viding  case  management,  work  teams  and  construction 
supervision.  Recovery  ministry  is  occurring  in  communities 
at  the  Storm  Station  level.  We  in  the  Storm  Center  support 
that  ministry,  rather  than  directing  it,”  she  added. 

As  case  managers  and  work  teams  do  their  vital  work,  the 
Jesus  concept  of  ministry  is  employed — “The  first  shall  be 
last  and  the  last  shall  be  first.”  “We  are  dedicated  to  meeting 
the  needs  of  those  who  fall  through  the  cracks,”  said  Mercer, 
who  is  quick  to  applaud  the  efforts  of  Storm  Station  staff.  “A 
typical  work  week  for  many  of  them  is  45  to  70  hours,  with 
no  overtime.  As  we  stand  at  this  anniversary  of  the  storms,  I 
am  humbled  by  the  dedication  and  perseverance  that  has 
been  shown  at  every  level,  especially  in  the  stations.  This 
effort  has  required  an  uncommon  flexibility,  and  it  will 
require  uncommon  perseverance  and  stamina  to  finish  the 
job  begun.” 

Mercer  stresses  the  great  need  for  more  volunteers.  “They 
will  be  needed  in  large  numbers  for  years  to  come.  We  pray 
that  teams  will  make  work  trips  a  repeat  event.  A  group  of 
churches  from  Chicago  has  just  committed  to  sending  two 
teams  per  month  for  the  next  two  years;  Desert  Southwest 
Conference  and  Asbury  UMC  in  Bossier  have  made  commit¬ 
ments  to  send  regular  teams.  Those  kinds  of  pledges  will 
help  see  us  through  to  the  finish  line.” 
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LA  UM  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry 


Partnering  to  restore  and  transform 
lives,  communities,  and  relationships. 


Rev.  Amy  Mercer,  right,  Director  of  Operations  for  the  La.  Storm  Recovery  Center  in  Baton  Rouge,  meets  with  Candy 
McCammon,  administrative  assistant.  Mercer  works  directly  with  the  six  Storm  Recovery  Stations  strategically 
placed  throughout  the  state  of  Louisiana  in  areas  affected  by  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita.  Photo  by  Sally  Davidson. 
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Disaster  Recovery 
Ministry 

Louisiana  Conference 


Who  We  Are  -  Where  We  Are  Located 


141  N.  6th  Street 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
225-346-5193 
stormrelief@bellsouth.net 
www.laumcstormrelief.com 

Rev.  Darryl  A.  Tate,  Executive  Director 
Irene  Michaud,  Director  of  Case  Management 
Rev.  Amy  Mercer,  Director  of  Operations 
Chaplain  Judy  Nelson,  Director  of  Spiritual  Care 
Rev.  Connie  Thomas,  Manager  of  Volunteers 
Kathy  Masey,  Partnering 
Joyce  Robinson,  UMCOR/FEMA  Liaison 


Eastbank  Disaster  Recovery  Station 

Darrell  Guillory,  Operations  Coordinator 
1005  Moisant  Street 
Kenner,  LA  70063 
504-461-0425 

administrativeasst@eastbank.nocoxmail.com 

Westbank  Disaster  Recovery  Station 

Jake  McGlothin,  Operations  Coordinator 
3300  Eton  Street 
New  Orleans,  LA  70131 
504-433-5001 

westbankstation@bellsouth.net 

Uptown  Disaster  Recovery  Station 

Marva  Mitchell,  Operations  Coordinator 
2023  Simon  Bolivar  Avenue 
New  Orleans,  LA  70113 
504-571-1979 

uptownstation@bellsouth.net 

Slidell-Northshore  Disaster  Recovery  Station 

Dale  Kimball,  Operations  Coordinator 
360  Roberts  Blvd. 

Slidell,  LA  70458 
985-781-7990 
slidellstation@bellsouth.net 

Lake  Charles  Disaster  Recovery  Station 

Brandi  Russell,  Operations  Coordinator 
2606  Common  Street  (new) 

Lake  Charles,  LA  70605 
337-480-9911 

lakecharlessta@bellsouth.net 

Abbeville  Disaster  Recovery  Station 

Kathy  Fitzhugh,  Operations  Coordinator 
213  N.  State  Street 
Abbeville,  LA  70510 
337-898-1022 

abbevillestation@bellsouth.net 

Logistics 

Joe  Burke 
Bob  Reierson 


Rev.  Connie  Thomas,  left.  Manager  of  Volunteers  for  the  La.  United  Methodist  Storm 
Recovery  Center,  confers  with  her  assistant.  Rev.  Yvonne  Dayries.  Photo  by  Betty 
Backstrom. 


Volunteers  key  to  disaster  ministry 


Rev.  Connie  Thomas  believes  that  vol¬ 
unteers  are  critical  to  relief  and  recovery. 
“Without  volunteers,  there  is  no  disaster 
ministry,”  said  Thomas,  who  serves  as 
Manager  of  Volunteers  for  the  La.  United 
Methodist  Storm  Center. 

A  displaced  pastor  from  New  Orleans, 
Thomas  has  been  amazed  at  the  number  of 
volunteers  who  have  “poured”  into  the 
state,  giving  willingly  of  their  time  and 
resources.  “A  great  deal  of  credit  goes  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church  connection 
and  its  faithfulness  in  sending  help. 
Individual  church  work  teams  and 
Volunteers  in  Mission  teams  have  worked 
side-by-side  with  college  groups  and  teams 
from  every  type  of  organization,”  said 
Thomas,  who  added  that  the  flow  of  volun¬ 
teers  must  continue. 

“Someone  in  California  called  and  told 
me  that  they  heard  from  folks  in  the  North 
Texas  Conference  that  we  were  desperately 
in  need  of  volunteers.  It  helps  so  much 
when  people  who  have  been  here  already 
can  spread  the  word  for  us.  Groups  from 
the  general  agencies  have  come,  and  more 
church  agencies  are  planning  work  teams.” 

“I  would  love  to  see  all  groups  within 
the  United  Methodist  Church  challenging 
themselves  to  send  teams  from  every  con¬ 
ference.  How  exciting  it  would  be  if  each 
conference  sent  United  Methodist  Men 
teams  and  teams  representing  United 
Methodist  Women.  Networking  in  the  con¬ 
nection  is  the  key  to  our  long  term  recov¬ 
ery  because  United  Methodists  understand 


our  work.  We’ve  been  doing  this  for  years 
internationally,”  said  Thomas. 

The  Storm  Center  has  high  hopes  for  a 
new  initiative  that  encourages  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  volunteer  teams  through 
Volunteers  in  Mission.  “I’ve  been  working 
with  Barbara  Stone,  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  Volunteers  in  Mission  coordi¬ 
nator,  on  a  plan  which  invites  annual  con¬ 
ferences  to  partner  with  individual  Storm 
Stations.  It  is  hoped  that  through  long  term 
relationships,  the  individual  conferences 
can  keep  up  with  the  exact  needs  at  a  given 
station  and  build  a  history  of  sending  teams 
again  and  again.  The  Oklahoma 
Conference  has  already  sent  seven  teams  to 
our  Eastbank  Storm  Recovery  Station,  and 
has  committed  to  sending  24  teams  a  year,” 
said  Thomas. 

A  plea  for  individual  volunteers  that  are 
skilled  and  semi-skilled  has  also  been 
made  by  the  Storm  Center.  “In  addition  to 
the  wonderful  teams  who  have  worked  so 
hard,  we  are  in  need  of  individuals  who 
can  give  at  least  two  weeks  of  their  time  to 
help  on  a  more  skilled  level.  We  receive 
lots  of  college  students  and  other  large 
groups  during  breaks,  and  construction 
supervisors  can  use  extra  hands  in  helping 
coordinate  these  groups.  Spring  break, 
summertime  and  holidays  are  all  times 
when  site  coordinators  need  additional  help 
in  performing  their  tasks.  This  is  the  per¬ 
fect  way  for  retirees  who  have  experience 
with  construction  to  offer  help,”  said 
Thomas. 


Anniversary  observances  scheduled 

The  doors  of  United  Methodist  churches  in  the  New  Orleans  area  will  be  open 
for  Prayer  Vigils  from  7-8  p.m.  on  Sunday,  Aug.  27  and  Monday,  Aug.  28  as  we 
approach  the  anniversary  of  Hurricane  Katrina’s  destructive  arrival  to  the  Gulf 
Coast.  Vigils  will  be  held  at  Munholland,  First  Street,  Bethany,  Aurora  and 
Aldersgate  United  Methodist  Churches  on  Sunday.  Additional  vigils  will  be  at  St. 
Matthew’s,  Rayne,  Covenant,  Gretna  and  Hartzell-Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist 
Churches  on  Monday  night. 

An  interfaith  service  will  also  be  held  Tuesday,  Aug.  29  at  St.  Louis  Cathedral 
and  Jackson  Square  in  New  Orleans  at  7  p.m.,  with  a  Baton  Rouge  service  of 
“Remembrance,  Thanksgiving  and  Hope”  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  on 
Sunday,  Aug.  27  at  7  p.m. 


12 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  Special  Edition 


AUGUST  25, 2006 


W&nt  to  help?  Mere 's  how! 


I foLUN 


TEER 

Q  Help  with  recovery  effort  Q  Lead  a  team  of  volunteer 

Register  online  atwww.laumcstormrelief.com  OR 
Complete  &  mall  this  form  to  LA  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry,  141  N.  6th  St.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
Any  questions  regarding  volunteering?  Call  Rev.  Connie  Thomas  or  Rev.  Yvonne  Dayries  at  225-346-5193 


Monetary  Donation 


The  LA  Bishop’s  Appeal  $. 
Katrina  Church  Appeal  $. 
The  Bishops’  Appeal  $  . 


100%  of  donated  funds  stay  in  Louisiana 

Donated  funds  used  for  ministry 
in  TX,  LA,  MS,  AL,  West  FL 


Any  questions  regarding  monetary  donations?  Call  Rev.  Darryl  A.  Tate  at  225-346-1646 
Make  check  payable  to:  LA  Annual  Conference  Note  desired  fund  in  check  memo  section 

Mail  check  to:  LA  Annual  Conference,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


'Alive  Now' available 


When  Hurricane  Katrina  hit.  Covenant 
UMC  in  Chalmette,  pastored  by  Rev.  Ellen 
Alston,  was  hard  hit..  The  Upper  Room 
offered  Alston  a  temporary  assignment  to 
lead  “Out  of  the  Whirlwind"  writing  work¬ 
shops  and  help  others  share  their  experi¬ 
ences  of  Katrina. 

“I  was  deeply  moved  by  these  first-per¬ 
son  accounts  of  a  common  heartbreak," 
adds  the  Rev.  Stephen  Bryant,  publisher  of 
Upper  Room  Ministries. 

The  finished  pieces  were  published  in 
“Alive  Now,”  a  bi-monthly,  contemporary 
devotional  magazine  that  explores  the 
themes  of  the  church  through  art,  poetry, 
and  story.  The  September/October  issue  of 
“Alive  Now,”  is  available  for  purchase  by 
contacting  The  Upper  Room  at  (800)  972- 
0433  or  at  w'ww.upperroom.org. 


Rebuilding? 

Use  your  "connection” 
to  get  a  loan. 

Your  United  Methodist  Church  is  part  of 
a  “connectional”  system.  We  help  each  other. 

Get  help  with  a  loan  from  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  for  your 
rebuilding,  remodeling  or  renovating  needs. 

Loan  Benefits: 

■  Secured  by  deposits  or  real  estate 

■  No  points  or  origination  fees 

■  Attractive  interest  rates 

■  Simple  application  process 

■  Up  to  1 5-year  payment  plans 

Get  connected. 

Call  for  more  information  today. 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

—of Louisian* - 


8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70809 
(225)  346-1535  (800)  256-9317 

www.umf.org 
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United  Methodist  Women 

La.  Annual  Conference 
Annual  Meeting 

Sept.  15-1 6 
First  UMC,  Monroe 

Call  (225)  774-7259 

Or  visit  the  website 
www.la-umc.org 
to  register 


Chatham  /3 


Habitat  /5 
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United  Methodists  Begin  Back-to-School  Advertising  Campaign 


NASHVILLE  -The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  marking  the  back-to-school  sea¬ 
son  with  a  $1.5  million  national  cable  tele¬ 
vision  advertising  campaign  that  urges  peo¬ 
ple  to  focus  on  God. 

“The  back-to-school  season  is  a  signifi¬ 
cant  time  to  invite  people  to  attend  a 


United  Methodist  Church — after  summer 
vacations  are  past  and  families  begin  to 
regroup  and  plan  their  fall  activities,”  said 
the  Rev.  Larry  Hollon,  chief  executive  of 
United  Methodist  Communications.  “Many 
churches  present  new  programming  initia¬ 
tives  during  this  time  of  year  to  connect 


families  to  church  ministries.”  The  com¬ 
mercials  are  designed  to  appeal  to  audi¬ 
ences  between  the  ages  of  25  to  54. 

Two  different  television  spots  are 
included  in  the  fall  campaign.  The  first 
commercial,  titled  “I  Believe,”  begins  “I 
See  Igniting  Ministry,  page  3 


A  Helping  Hand 


The  children's  Sunday  School  classes  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  contributed  thousands  of  canned 
goods  during  a  recent  food  drive  benefiting  Southeast  Ministries  Association,  Inc.  The  ecumenical  ministry  is  a  cooperative 
effort  among  14  churches  in  southeast  Baton  Rouge,  providing  food  and  emergency  financial  assistance  to  families  and  individ¬ 
uals  in  need.  Organizers  for  Southeast  Ministries  have  noted  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  applicants  for  assistance  since 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita  struck  the  coast  of  Louisiana  in  the  fall  of  2005. 


Baton  Rouge  ministry  provides  for  those  in  need 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

A  successful  12-year-old  food  and 
financial  assistance  program  housed  at 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  is  facing  new  challenges. 

“We  have  definitely  seen  an  increase 
in  our  client  numbers  since  Hurricane 
Katrina,”  said  Larry  Clanton,  a  member 
of  Broadmoor  UMC  and  administrator  of 
Southeast  Ministries  Association,  Inc.” 

The  food  and  emergency  financial 
assistance  project  is  an  ecumenical  min¬ 


istry  organized  and  staffed  by  14  church¬ 
es  serving  southeast  Baton  Rouge.  “This 
project  began  an  arm  of  the  Missions 
Ministry  program  at  Broadmoor  UMC  in 
the  mid  1990’s,”  said  Clanton. 

Southeast  Ministries  has  grown  from  a 
relatively  small  pantry  to  an  organization 
that  serves  over  350  families — or  1,100 
individuals —  monthly.  In  the  beginning, 
the  ministry  struggled  to  exist  until  it 
joined  forces  with  a  neighboring 
Episcopal  church.  “They  were  providing 


the  same  service  to  the  community  that 
we  were  providing.  Joining  hands 
strengthened  our  efforts,”  said  Clanton. 

Organizers  invited  other  area  churches 
to  be  a  part  of  the  ministry,  and 
Broadmoor  UMC  donated  operating 
space  on  its  campus,  for  the  ministry, 
which  continues  to  grow  rapidly. 

Volunteers  for  the  ministry  have  noted 
a  marked  increase  in  applicants  since 
May  of  this  year.  “Many  people  living  in 

See  Southeast,  page  6 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

Reflections  on  Katrina  Eve 


August  28,  2006 

Dear  Colleagues  in  Christ, 

This  feels  like  a  very  ponderous  night. 
The  thoughts  about  the  morrow  are  very 
heavy  and  weighty.  It  doesn’t  seem  like 
a  year  has  passed  since  we  all  were  wari¬ 
ly  watching  that  spinning  circle  in  the 
Gulf  and  wondering  just  where  it  was 
going  to  come  ashore.  It  doesn’t  seem 
like  a  year,  and  yet  it  seems  we  have 
been  living  in  relief  and  recovery  for  an 
eternity.  This  passage  of  time  has  been 
the  most  demanding  I  have  ever  experi¬ 
enced. 

The  eve  of  August  29  is  very  much 
unlike  the  eve  of  December  25,  or  the 
eve  of  January  1,  or  even  the  eve  of 
November  1 .  All  of  those  have  been 
turned  into  national  days  for  celebration 
and  revelry.  But  August  28  is  a  somber 
eve.  All  day  long  I  have  worked  furious¬ 
ly  at  my  desk,  with  an  air  of  “You  ain’t 
going  to  turn  my  head  to  the  wrong 
thoughts.”  I’ve  reveled  in  setting  up 
appointments  for  new  planning  sessions, 
and  new  starts,  and  new  hopes.  I’ve 
talked  on  the  phone  to  those  who  will  be 
coming  to  guide  us  to  new  vistas  and 
enable  us  to  dream  new  dreams.  No,  I 
refuse  to  be  dragged  down  into  the  miry 
clay  of  despair  and  doubt,  for  I  know  that 
our  God  cares  and  is  leading  us  on  new 
journeys  and  introducing  us  to  new  path¬ 
ways. 

Tomorrow,  August  29  will  dawn  and 
with  it  will  come  the  sunshine.  Annie 
was  right  when  she  sang,  “The  sun’ll 
come  out  tomorrow!  Bet  your  bottom 
dollar  there’ll  be  sun.”  And  I  know  THE 
SON  will  come  out  tomorrow  and  will 
bring  a  cooling  balm  to  our  weary  souls 
and  will  once  again  say,  “In  the  world 
you  will  have  tribulation.  But  be  not 
afraid,  for  I  have  overcome  the  world.” 
And  with  Jesus  alive  in  us,  we  too  will 
overcome  the  world  -  even  the  world  left 
behind  by  Katrina  and  Rita. 

On  Sunday,  August  27  we  had  the 
great  joy  of  helping  the  congregation  and 
friends  and  visitors  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Bogalusa  celebrate  their  100th 
Anniversary!  It  was  a  great  celebration, 
and  a  very  forward-looking  celebration. 

In  the  midst  of  the  tremendous  destruc¬ 
tion  that  hit  Washington  Parish  and  that 
wreaked  havoc  on  Bogalusa  itself,  there 
was  joy  and  excitement  about  what  had 
been  as  well  as  for  what  is  yet  to  be.  I 
went  home  Sunday  afternoon  encouraged 
and  uplifted. 

My  prayer  for  all  of  us  as  we  face 
August  29  is  that  we  pay  proper  respect 
to  those  whose  lives  were  lost  in 
Katrina’s  wrath.  I  pray  we  pay  proper 
homage  to  the  destructive  forces  of 
nature.  I  pray  we  thank  those  who  tried 
their  best  to  be  the  servant  leaders  when 
everything  was  washing  and  blowing 
away,  and  I  pray  we  find  a  way  to  prop¬ 
erly  challenge  and  chastise  those  persons 
and  systems  that  were  obstructions  to 
justice  and  safety.  I  pray  we  respectfully 
remember  those  who  were  stranded  in 
the  Crescent  City  without  the  basic 
necessities  of  life  while  the  world 
watched  the  most  horrible  “reality  show” 


that  could  have  ever 
been  staged.  And  I 
pray  we  will  vow 
never  to  let  such  a 
human  tragedy  and 
travesty  happen 
again!  I  pray  we 
remember  to  thank 
those  who  served  in 
the  National  Guard 
and  other  law 
enforcement  units 
that  helped  provide 
order  and  hope.  And  I  pray  we  give 
encouragement  and  support  to  those  offi¬ 
cials  who  were  “under  the  gun”  to  make 
things  happen  and  who  gave  valiantly 
their  best  effort,  even  when  it  didn’t 
seem  enough. 

And  I  pray  we  will  remember  the 
people  of  the  churches  and  the  syna¬ 
gogues  and  the  mosques  and  other  hous¬ 
es  of  faith  that  opened  their  doors  imme¬ 
diately  and  offered  aid  and  shelter  to  all 
whose  lives  were  set  adrift.  I’ll  never  see 
the  church  any  more  alive  than  I  saw  it 
following  August  29,  and  then  again  fol¬ 
lowing  September  24.  I  will  always  con¬ 
tend  it  was  the  church’s  finest  hour! 

I  guess  Charles  Dickens  had  it  right. 
“It  was  the  best  of  times.  It  was  the 
worst  of  times.”  My  prayer  is  that  we 
remember  the  worst  and  entrust  those 
horrible  memories  to  God’s  care  where 
all  tears  can  be  erased.  And  then  I  pray 
we  will  embrace  God’s  outstretched  arms 
that  are  pointing  us  toward  tomorrow  and 
that  are  holding  us  firmly  in  bonds  of 
love  as  we  take  our  baby  steps  toward 
that  sunrise. 

You,  people  of  Louisiana  and  all 
along  the  Gulf  coast,  have  been  through 
a  terrible  trauma.  We  will  never  forget. 

At  the  same  time,  you  have  been  a  beau¬ 
tiful  inspiration  to  the  world  that  nothing 
can  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God  - 
not  even  a  catastrophic  hurricane  or  two! 

Yes,  it  is  a  ponderous  night.  A 
weighty  night.  And  feeble  attempts  at 
reflection  are  frustrating.  There’s  so 
much  of  my  spirit  that  is  relegated  to 
sighs  too  deep  for  words.  If  you  find 
trouble  deciphering  what  I  am  trying  to 
say  by  reading  my  halting  thoughts,  lis¬ 
ten  carefully  and  hopefully  you  can  hear 
the  deep  sighs  that  are  coming  from  my 
heart. 

My  deep  and  abiding  love  to  each  one 
of  you.  Especially  I  reach  my  praying 
hands  to  those  of  you  most  directly 
involved  in  the  sorrow  and  hurt.  But  to 
all  whose  fife  has  been  affected,  I  stretch 
my  hands  to  you  and  want  to  help  you 
lift  your  hands  to  God  from  whom 
comes  all  worthy  and  beautiful  things.  It 
is  from  that  Hand  that  we  will  be  fed  and 
from  which  we  will  receive  care  and 
hope. 

God  bless  you  and  strengthen  you. 

Bill  Hutchinson 

fan 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Clergywomen  celebrate  at  consultation 


By  Linda  Green 

CHICAGO  (UMNS)  -  Cars,  planes  and 
trains  brought  1,500  United  Methodist 
clergywomen  together  to  celebrate  their 
past  and  proclaim  their  future. 

Participants  from  around  the  globe 
came  here  Aug.  13-17  to  hear  sermons 
from  bishops,  participate  in  a  banquet  cel¬ 
ebrating  the  50th  anniversary  of  full  cler¬ 
gy  rights  for  women,  and  purchase  books 
by  women  who’ve  written  about  women 
in  ministry. 

Each  participant  in  the  2006 
International  United  Methodist 
Clergywomen’s  Consultation  attended 
four  of  42  workshops  on  a  host  of  topics. 

Annual  conferences,  including 
Louisiana,  individuals  and  schools  pro¬ 
duced  a  variety  of  films  to  commemorate 
the  anniversary  celebration,  and  clergy¬ 
women  screened  the  offerings  Aug,  14-15. 

During  the  four-day  event,  the  assem¬ 
bly  heard  from  German  Bishop  Rosemarie 
Wenner,  the  first  woman  elected  to  the 
United  Methodist  episcopacy  outside  the 
United  States,  and  Bishop  Minerva 
Carcaiio,  the  first  Latina  bishop  in  the 
denomination.  They  examined  the 
advances  clergywomen  have  made  in  the 
last  50  years  and  celebrated  the  leadership 
and  the  gifts  of  women  clergy. 

Native  American  clergywomen  formed 
a  Native  American  Clergywomen’s 
Association  on  Aug.  14.  Their  conversa¬ 
tion  centered  on  the  need  to  develop  a 
system  for  networking  and  mentoring. 

The  group  of  30  Native  American  clergy¬ 
women  from  seven  annual  conferences 
also  said  it  wants  to  cooperate  with  other 
denominations  to  conduct  an  inter-tribal 
clergywomen’s  gathering.  The  2006  con¬ 
sultation  was  the  largest  gathering  of 
Native  American  clergywomen  within  the 
denomination. 

“I  came  to  celebrate  women  being  in 
ministry  for  50  years.  I  am  here  to  be  with 
my  clergy  sisters  and  with  other  women 
who  want  an  inclusive  church  for  all  per¬ 
sons  and  to  get  my  praise  on,”  said  the 
Rev.  Charlene  Zuill  of  the  California- 
Pacific  Annual  (regional)  Conference. 


Zuill  was  especially  impressed  with  the 
witness  of  the  bishops.  “I  am  amazed  at 
their  presence,  their  leadership  and  the 
ways  in  which  the  church  is  really  going 
to  be  turned  upside-down  because  of  the 
presence  of  all  the  women  called  by  God 
that  are  assembled  together.” 

The  Rev.  Renee  McCleary  of  the 
Greater  New  Jersey  Annual  Conference 
said  the  consultation  is  a  manifestation  of 
the  importance  of  women  gathering  in 
community.  “I  am  here  because  I  knew 
that  ministry  was  going  to  happen  here, 
ministry  that  I  personally  needed,”  and  to 
have  fun,  she  said. 

The  Rev.  Sandra  Griggs  of  the 
Tennessee  Annual  Conference  attended 
the  2002  consultation  in  San  Diego  as  a 
seminary  student,  and  she  delighted  in 
meeting  the  women  from  across  the  world 
that  were  there  to  celebrate  their  min¬ 
istries.  When  she  learned  the  2006  gather¬ 
ing  in  Chicago  would  celebrate  the  50th 
anniversary  of  clergywomen  receiving  the 
same  rights  as  men,  “I  thought  this  would 
be  a  good  time  to  come.” 

Before  the  consultation,  the  board’s 
Women  of  Color  Scholars  Program  was 
celebrated  with  an  Aug.  11-13  gathering. 
Professional  women  at  United  Methodist 
seminaries  and  theological  schools  began 
the  program  in  1988  to  address  the 
absence  of  ethnic-minority  women  teach¬ 
ers  and  researchers  in  their  institutions. 
Forty  women  have  participated  since  then, 
and  22  have  advanced  degrees  in  religious 
studies  as  a  result. 

The  clergywomen  were  also  introduced 
to  “Wing  It,”  a  performance  ensemble 
from  Oakland,  Calif.  The  nine-member 
group  specializes  in  “in  the  moment” 
dance.  The  ensemble  turned  what  it 
learned  from  the  gathering  into  dance, 
drama  and  song. 

During  the  consultation,  the  clergy¬ 
women  also  participated  in  a  silent  auc¬ 
tion  of  the  banners  used  in  the  worship 
services.  Proceeds  from  the  banners, 
designed  by  the  Rev.  Miyoung  Paik  from 
South  Carolina,  benefited  the  Georgia 
Harkness  Scholarship  Fund. 
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Chatham  UMC  volunteers  John  Capps  and  Daniel  Peel,  top,  unload  a  new  washing 
machine  at  the  Dulac  Community  Center,  which  will  be  given  to  an  area  family  in  need. 
The  Center  serves  the  largely  Native  American  population  of  Dulac  through  several  pro¬ 
grams.  After  unloading  the  packed  delivery  truck,  the  group  from  Chatham  UMC  mar¬ 
veled  at  the  emptiness  of  the  vehicle.  "It's  hard  to  believe  that  just  a  few  hours  ago  we 
had  to  force  the  door  to  this  truck  shut,"  one  volunteer  said. 

Igniting  Ministry,  from  page  1 


believe  no  one  who  asks  for  help  should  be 
turned  away.”  The  commercial  showcases 
the  acceptance  and  inclusiveness  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  second  commercial  titled  “Prayer” 
reminds  us  all  to  believe  in  the  power  of 
prayer  with  the  great  anticipation  expressed 
in  childlike  faith.  Both  English  and 
Spanish-language  versions  of  this  commer¬ 
cial  will  air. 

The  commercials  are  airing  on  21  cable 
networks  now  through  September  17.  The 
two  spots  will  air  approximately  1,200 
times,  creating  244  million  impressions.  In 
addition  to  the  national  campaign,  United 
Methodist  Communications  has  awarded 
70  grants  totaling  $240,000  to  local 
churches  to  conduct  media  campaigns  in 
their  communities.  Every  dollar  provided 
by  the  national  agency  will  be  matched  by 


a  dollar  from  local  United  Methodist 
organizations.  The  local  campaigns  involve 
a  mix  of  advertising  media,  including 
broadcast  and  cable  television,  billboards, 
radio,  and  cinema  advertising. 

The  commercials  will  air  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  networks:  A&E,  ABC  Family,  Animal 
Planet,  BET,  CNN  and  CNN  Headline 
News,  Discovery  Channel,  Fox  News 
Channel,  Hallmark  Channel,  Home  and 
Garden  Television,  The  History  Channel, 
Lifetime,  TBS  Superstation,  TNT,  TV  One, 
USA  Network,  The  Weather  Channel,  and 
WGN  Superstation.  The  Spanish-language 
commercials  will  be  broadcast  on 
Telefutura,  Galavision,  and  Univision. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  first 
began  its  “Open  hearts.  Open  minds.  Open 
doors.”  advertising  and  welcoming  cam¬ 
paign  in  2001. 


Chatham  UMC-Dulac  Connection 


Members  of  Chatham  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  Acadiana  District 
recently  delivered  a  shipment  of  furniture 
and  new  and  “gently  used”  appliances  for 
residents  of  Dulac,  La.,  hard  hit  by 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita. 

James  Davison  of  Davison  Trucking  in 
Ruston  provided  a  53 -foot  trailer  and 
driver  to  make  the  trip  to  Dulac.  “The 
truck  was  so  full  we  had  to  force  the  door 
shut,”  said  Danny  Peel,  church  member. 

A  large  group  of  youth  and  adults  from 
Chatham  UMC  went  along  to  unload  the 
appliances  and  furniture  into  the  Dulac 
Community  Center  gymnasium.  Alice  and 
Rock  Rockworth,  directors  for  the  Dulac 
Community  Center,  parceled  out  the  items 
to  community  residents  who  had  been 
waiting  for  the  much  needed  household 
items.  In  an  email  to  the  Chatham  congre¬ 
gation,  Alice  reported,  “I  wish  that  you  all 
could  have  been  here  to  see  the  gratitude 
on  the  faces  of  the  people  who  received 
these  gifts.  It  was  overwhelming.” 

Chatham  UMC’s  relationship  with 
the  Dulac  Native  American  Mission 
south  of  Houma  began  during  the 
spring  of  2005  when  Chatham’s  youth 
co-leaders  Lisa  Waterman  and  Rhonda 
Goodwin  originally  planned  summer 
mission  activities  at  the  UMCOR 
Sager-Brown  Depot  in  Baldwin.  There 
were  no  openings  available  at  the 
depot,  so  the  group  shifted  their  atten¬ 
tion  to  Dulac,  where  they  had  a  reward¬ 
ing  mission  experience. 

The  group  from  Chatham  UMC  was 
saddened  by  the  news  that  Dulac  had  suf¬ 
fered  major  flooding  in  the  Community 
Center,  the  preschool  and  in  Clanton 
Chapel  United  Methodist  Church.  Youth 
and  leaders  made  a  quick  trip  to  Dulac  in 
March  of  2006  to  replace  the  mission’s 
destroyed  supply  of  paper  products  and  to 
assess  the  needs  of  the  community.  The 
Rothrocks  emphasized  the  conditions  of 
the  Dulac  families  more  than  anything. 

Most  all  of  them  had  lost  every  single 
household  possession.  Furniture  and 
appliances  were  gone. 

As  the  Chatham  group  got  ready  to 
leave,  Alice  Rothrock  handed  the  group  a 
list  of  appliances  and  furniture  she  had 
compiled  from  a  waiting  list  of  residents 


in  dire  need  of  specific  items.  “I  don’t 
know  what  you  all  can  do  about  any  of 
this,  but  this  is  where  we  need  to  begin.” 

The  list  included  several  hot  water 
heaters,  ovens,  stoves,  washers,  dryers, 
refrigerators  and  mattress  sets.  “It  was  so 
long  that  we  almost  didn’t  even  bring  the 
list  to  church  the  next  Sunday.  It  just 
seemed  so  impossible,”  said  a  member  of 
the  group. 

The  news  of  Dulac ’s  need  spread 
quickly  through  Chatham  UMC.  Sunday 
School  classes,  United  Methodist  Women, 
United  Methodist  Men  and  individual 
church  members  (including  children  and 
youth)  all  got  excited  and  involved.  A 
children’s  Sunday  School  class  held  a 
cake  auction  hoping  to  raise  enough 
money  to  buy  one  new  appliance. 

Instead,  over  $  1 ,600  was  raised  making 
the  purchase  of  several  new  appliances 
possible. 

The  enthusiasm  for  the  project  spilled 
over  into  the  rest  of  the  community. 
Baptist,  Pentecostal  and  Apostolic  church¬ 
es,  along  with  other  United  Methodist 
Churches  got  involved 

A  group  of  women  from  the  church 
spent  a  day  or  two  every  week  visiting 
merchants  in  nearby  communities.  “Just 
about  everyone  they  visited  helped  in  one 
way  or  another.  Some  donated  new  appli¬ 
ances  and  some  donated  used  appliances. 
Even  the  used  appliances,  with  only  one 
or  two  exceptions,  were  in  great  shape. 

Our  church  folks  had  decided  early  on 
that  we  weren’t  going  to  take  anything  to 
Dulac  that  we  wouldn’t  be  willing  to  use 
ourselves,”  reported  Dwight  Cooper, 
member  of  Chatham  UMC. 

A  Monroe  merchant  not  only  sold  new 
appliances  to  the  church  at  cost,  but  also 
delivered  the  appliances  to  Chatham  free 
of  charge. 

Although  much  has  been  done,  the 
folks  of  Chatham  UMC  are  not  finished 
with  their  assistance  to  Dulac.  “We’re  not 
through,”  said  Freddie  Capps.  “We  have 
no  intention  of  allowing  this  delivery  to 
be  the  last.  There’s  already  another  list  of 
needs  in  Dulac.  There’s  plenty  more  for 
all  of  us  to  do.” 

Rev.  Lala  Ball  Cooper  serves  as  pastor 
of  Chathan  UMC. 


Foundation  Conducts  Survey 


Baton  Rouge  -  The  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  is  conducting  its 
first  Conference-wide  survey  to  determine 
the  level  of  awareness,  perceived  perform¬ 
ance  and  service  value  among  constituents, 
and  the  needs  of  the  pastors  and  the 
churches  they  serve. 

The  survey  will  be  completed  this  fall 
and  will  provide  valuable  feedback  from 
clergy  and  members  of  the  church  to  help 
the  Foundation  tailor  its  services  to  better 
serve  the  needs  of  the  Conference.  The 
feedback  will  enable  the  Foundation  to 
establish  strategic  priorities  that  will  guide 
it  in  the  next  five  years. 

The  first  segment  of  the  survey  pertains 
to  clergy  and  was  mailed  to  all  pastors  in 
the  Conference.  The  second  segment  was 


sent  to  senior  clergy  requesting  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  survey  to  senior  adults  during 
Sunday  school  classes  at  their  churches. 

The  results  of  the  survey  will  be  col¬ 
lected  and  tabulated  by  Southern  Media 
Opinion  and  Research,  a  polling  firm  in 
Baton  Rouge.  Findings  from  the  survey 
will  be  presented  to  the  Foundation 
Board  of  Directors  at  its  November  7 
meeting. 

The  Foundation  is  the  fourth  largest 
United  Methodist  Foundation  in  the 
denomination  providing  financial  manage¬ 
ment,  consultation  and  education,  loans 
and  grants  to  local  United  Methodist 
churches  and  church-related  institutions 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference. 
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Disciple  Bible  Study  facilitator  training 

Over  175  clergy  and  lay  persons  participated  in  a  Disciple  Bible  Study  Facilitator 
Training  Aug.  31  -Sept.  1  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. The  train¬ 
ing,  sponsored  by  The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House,  was  part  of  "Project 
Faithful  Restoration,"  spearheaded  by  the  Publisheing  House  in  response  to  the  dev¬ 
astation  caused  by  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita.  Pictured  with  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson,  above  left,  are  Rev.  Pattye  Hewitt,  associate  pastor  of  First  UMC  Slidell, 
and  Revs.  Bob  Winstead  andPhil  Schroeder,  trainers  for  the  event.  Both  men  donated 
their  services  as  trainers. 


'St.  Matt's  Mobile' 

Gary  Adams,  a  member  of  St.  Matthew's  United  Methodist  Church  in  Metairie, 
recently  renovated  a  golf  cart  to  be  used  in  transporting  people  from  the  parking 
lot  of  the  church  to  the  front  door.  Affectionately  known  as  the  "St.  Matt's 
Mobile,"  the  golf  cart  has  apparently  been  a  "big  hit"  with  church  members. 

"Gary  had  this  great  idea,  had  no  committee  meetings,  and  just  showed  up  with 
the  cart  ready  to  be  used!,"  said  Rev.  Jack  O'Dell,  pastor  of  St.  Matthew's  UMC. 
Adams  is  pictured  above  inside  the  renovated  cart. 


The  Louisiana  Methodist  Children's  3-Come 
CeCeBrates  100  years  in  Huston 
Caring  for  Louisiana’s  ChiCdren. 

1906-2006 


ChiCdren  under  the  “Arch  of  Trotection" 
SymhoC of  the  ministry  of  the  Louisiana 
Methodist  Orphanage 


On  behaCf  of  the  CfUCcCren 
and  S  taffy 

we  would Cike  to  express 
our  gratitude 
for  tfie  generous  support 
tfirougfi  voCunteeringy 
monetary  donations , 

( gifts y  and prayer. 

TMJWfX  yow 
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Rev.  Steve  Berger,  left,  from  Jefferson  UMC  and  Rev.  Larry  Miller,  Baton  Rouge  District 
Superintendent,  center,  are  pictured  working  on  last  fall's  Habitat  for  Humanity  build,  a 
cooperative  effort  between  Habitat  and  Baton  Rouge  area  churches. 

Baton  Rouge  District:  Habitat  for  Humanity 


For  1 6  years,  United  Methodist  church¬ 
es  in  the  Baton  Rouge  area  have  joined 
forces  with  Habitat  for  Humanity  to  build 
one  or  two  homes  for  deserving  area  fami¬ 
lies.  Construction  on  this  year’s  project 
begins  Sept.  9. 

The  sites  for  the  two  homes  are  on 
St.Croix  Avenue  in  Hidden  Cove 
Subdivision  off  Burbank  Drive  in  Baton 
Rouge.  Volunteers  from  local  United 
Methodist  churches  plan  on  work  on  site 
Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  for  1 0  weeks. 

Pledges  to  the  construction  will  provide 
funding  for  almost  all  of  the  materials 
needed  to  complete  the  two  homes. 
“Volunteers  will  be  swinging  hammers  and 
paint  brushes,  providing  meals  for  the  vol¬ 
unteers,  staffing  the  sign-in  desk  at  the  site, 
and  mentoring  our  Habitat  families  as  they 
work  with  us  on  their  new  homes,”  said 
Lynn  Bradley,  architect  and  member  of 


Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

The  Habitat  collaboration  has  become  a 
tradition  for  many  area  United  Methodists. 
“With  the  loss  of  housing  in  our  region, 
poor  families  in  Baton  Rouge  have  an  even 
bigger  struggle  to  find  decent  housing.  It  is 
such  a  blessing  to  be  able  to  work  with 
these  families  to  provide  a  home  that  they 
can  own  and  share  with  their  children. 
There  is  dignity  in  this  process  where  they 
pay  back  the  cost,  adjusted  for  no  interest. 
Recipients  also  participate  with  us  in  the 
construction,”  added  Bradley. 

Persons  wishing  additional  information 
may  contact  Bradley  at  (225)  769-7040,  or 
lbradley@bradley-blewster.com;  Freda 
Montgomery,  (225)  9281163  or  fhrnb- 
tr@aol.com;  and  Habitat  for  Humanity  at 
(225)  927-6651  or  lynn@habitatbr.org 


South  African 'ambassadors' visit 


New  in  the  La.  Conference  Resource  Center 


“Beginnings:  The  Spiritual  Life”  is  a 
1 0-week,  video-based  study  of  Christian 
spirituality  that  introduces  and  explores 
“spiritual  habits  of  the  heart.”  Following  up 
“Beginnings:  An  Introduction  to  the 
Christian  Faith,”  this  study  can  be  used 
either  after  that  or  as  a  stand-alone  pro¬ 
gram. 

“The  Spiritual  Life”  centers  on  a  series 
of  questions,  using  one  per  session.  The 
questions  are  as  follows: 

1 .  Where  is  the  “spirit”  in  Spirituality? 

2.  How  much  am  I  willing  to  risk? 

3.  What  is  most  important  to  me? 

4.  Can  I  find  balance  in  a  whirlwind 
world? 

5.  What  do  I  want  to  be  when  I  grow 
up? 

6.  How  do  I  keep  my  possessions  from 
possessing  me? 

7.  How  do  I  get  ahead? 

8.  Can  I  go  deeper  without  going  under? 

9.  What  can  I  do  with  my  doubts? 

10.  Can  a  change  in  me  change  the 
world? 


Each  session  should  begin  with  a  meal, 
at  church  or  in  a  home.  Participants  then 
view  a  20-minute  video  in  which  Rev.  Rob 
Weber  explores  the  week’s  topic  through 
story  and  Scripture.  Weber,  noted  Christian 
author,  is  the  pastor  of  Grace  Community 
UMC  in  Shreveport,  La. 

This  resource,  which  includes  a  plan¬ 
ning  kit,  can  also  be  used  in  a  Sunday 
School  class  setting.  The  kit  contains  one 
set  of  videos  in  both  VHS  and  DVD  for¬ 
mats,  one  Director’s  Manual,  one  Leader’s 
Guide,  one  Participant’s  Guide  and  one 
copy  of  “Habits  of  the  Heart:  A 
Participant’s  Companion.”  The  Participants 
Guide  is  sold  separately  through 
Cokesbury. 

This  resource  is  available  at  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  office  in 
Baton  Rouge.  Please  contact  Shirlene 
Spears,  Director  of  the  Conference 
Resource  Center,  to  schedule  a  date  to  use 
“Beginnings:  The  Spiritual  Life”  by  email¬ 
ing  ShirlenS@bellsouth.net  or  calling 
(225)  346-1646  or  (888)  238-5286. 


Jonesboro  UMC  breaks  ground 


Groundbreaking  ceremonies  were  held  Aug.  1 3  for  the  new  Jonesboro  United 
Methodist  Church  sanctuary  at  the  site  where  the  sanctuary  stood  before  it  was 
destroyed  in  a  fire  Dec.  17, 2004. The  site  for  the  historic  church  has  been  the  same  for 
the  past  1 04  years.  Monroe  District  Superintendent  Rev.  Dr.  Bob  Burgess,  above,  seventh 
from  the  right,  joined  pastors  Bill  and  Letty  Strawbridge  and  members  of  the  Jonesboro 
UMC  congregation  during  the  ceremony. 


Several  young  ambassadors  from 
Pretoria,  South  Africa  visited  Hope 
Community  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  on  Sunday,  July  31,  sharing 
their  faith  and  culture  with  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  Lebo  Molefe  and  Thulani  Mabena, 
both  9,  and  Itumelang  Malapane,  8  years 
of  age,  along  with  their  interpreter 
Nomadhlozi  Lorraine  Mongolola  toured 
the  United  States  for  six  weeks  as  part  of 
an  ambassador  program  organized 
through  the  International  Children’s 
Outreach  Ministry.  The  focus  of  the  min¬ 
istry  is  to  give  participants  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  share  Christian  values  with  others 
while  being  exposed  to  culturally  differ¬ 
ent  experiences.  The  program  currently 
has  32  children  in  the  United  States. 

Hope  Community  UMC’s  congrega¬ 
tion  was  serenaded  by  the  ambassadors 
with  several  songs  and  dances  in  their 
native  language  and  English. 

Mongolola,  an  elementary  school  princi¬ 
pal  in  South  Africa,  answered  questions 


from  the  audience  concerning  South 
Africa. 

“From  the  moment  we  entered  the 
church,  we  felt  the  warmth  and  love  of 
the  congregation,”  said  Dr.  Harriet  A. 
Pitcher,  coordinator  of  Foreign  Missions 
at  Shiloh  Missionary  Baptist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge.  “Everyone  was  so  friendly 
and  kind  and  made  us  immediately  feel 
welcome.”  Pitcher  and  her  husband 
Freddie,  chancellor  of  Southern 
University  Law  Center,  served  as  hosts 
for  some  of  the  young  visitors. 

“I  love  being  here.  I  hope  God  can 
bless  me  so  I  can  come  back  next  year,” 
said  Lebo  Molefe. 

Pictured  above  are  members  of  the 
Children’s  Choir  of  Hope  Community 
UMC  with  Kim  Butler,  Children’s 
Coordinator,  far  left  at  back;  Malissa 
Drake,  Age  Level  and  Familhy 
Coordinator,  far  right  at  back;  and  center, 
Itumelang  Malapane,  Lebo  Molefe  and 
Thulani  Mabena  from  South  Africa. 


Southeast,  from  page  1 

Baton  Rouge  who  were  displaced  by 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita  were  receiving 
FEMA  funds  through  May.  A  lot  of  that 
has  dried  up,  and  these  underprivileged 
families  need  assistance  more  than  ever,” 
said  Rev.  Ginny  Allen,  an  associate  pastor 
for  Broadmoor  UMC  who  works  closely 
with  the  ministry. 

Each  participating  church  contributes  to 
the  ministry  by  providing  food,  money  and 
volunteers.  “While  we  receive  a  large  por¬ 
tion  of  the  food  through  the  Greater  Baton 
Rouge  Food  Bank  and  the  government's 
USD  A  program,  we  must  purchase  approx¬ 
imately  $50,000  of  food  annually  to  ensure 
that  our  clients  receive  a  nutritionally  bal¬ 
anced  order  of  food,”  said  Clanton. 

Participating  churches  conduct  periodic 
food  drives  within  their  congregations  to 
supplement  the  foods  the  ministry  is 
required  to  purchase.  On  Aug.  20, 
Broadmoor  UMC  collected  over  12,000 


cans  of  fruit  and  vegetables  during  a 
church-wide  food  drive. 

There  are  no  paid  personnel  running  the 
ministry  which  is  staffed  by  more  than  135 
volunteers.  “Southeast  Ministries  is  open 
for  business  27  hours  each  week.  Clients 
are  interviewed  on  each  visit  to  qualify  for 
the  services  provided  and  to  insure  that 
they  receive  the  best  the  ministry  has  to 
offer,"  added  Clanton.  Organized  to  help  its 
clients  through  tough  times,  each  client 
may  receive  food  up  to  eight  times  in  a 
given  year. 

Financial  assistance  helps  families  to 
meet  terminating  rental  and  utility  bills. 
Other  assistance  provides  overnight  lodg¬ 
ing  for  transients  and  other  emergency 
travel  expenses.  “We  know  that  every  dol¬ 
lar  helps  someone  in  need.  It  is  heartbreak¬ 
ing,  however,  to  help  a  single  mom  with 
several  children  in  paying  her  electricity 
bill,  knowing  with  certainty  that  she  will 
face  the  same  problem  next  month.  The 
need  is  great,”  said  Rev.  Allen. 


UMW  annual  meeting 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
Louisian  Annual  Conference  will  hold 
their  annual  meeting  Sept.  15-16  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Monroe. 

Jan  Love  will  serve  as  keynote  speaker 
for  the  event.  Her  theme  on  Friday  will  be 
“Turning  the  World  Upside  Down  for 
Jesus  Sake.”  Love  began  her  tenure  as 
chief  executive  of  the  Women's  Division  in 
August  2004.  Before  coming  to  New  York 
City,  Love  served  for  22  years  on  the  fac¬ 
ulty  of  the  University  of  South  Carolina. 
She  holds  a  PhD  in  political  science  from 
Ohio  State  University. 

In  May  2006,  Love  announced  that  she 
will  leave  the  Women's  Division  to 
become  dean  of  the  United  Methodist 
Candler  School  of  Theology  at  Emory 
University  in  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

To  register  call  (225)  774-7259  or  visit 
the  conference  website  at  www.la-umc.org 


Love  to  speak  at 


Love 


SMALL  MEMBERSHIP 
CHURCH  CONFERENCE 


Saturday,  September  16,  2006 
10  AM  -  3  PM 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Pineville 
For  Clergy  and  Laity 

Julia  Kuhn  Wallace 

Director  of  Small  Membership  Church 
and  Shared  Ministries 
General  Board  of  Discipleship 
The  United  Methodist  Church 


Julia  has  been  involved  in  and  directed  numerous  small  membership  church  projects,  including  the  Small  Church  Pastoral  Leadership  Project.  She  has 
served  on  the  board  of  the  United  Methodist  Rural  Fellowship  as  well  as  being  a  part  of  the  Rural  Church  Network  and  the  Small  Church  Leaders 
Network.  She  is  the  author  of  numerous  publications  including  the  small  membership  church  Guidelines  for  Leading  Your  Congregation  and  a  leaflet 
series  on  the  Small  Membership  Church.  She’s  written  numerous  articles,  some  of  which  you  can  read  on  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  website. 

Registration:  $10  (this  includes  lunch) 


Name _ 

Church _ 

Address _ 

City,  State,  Zip 
Phone _ 


Mail  Registration  Form  and  Fee  to 
Rev.  H.E.  “Steve”  Stephens 
527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

or 

Register  online  at: 

www.la-umc.org 
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REGISTRATION  DEADLINE  IS  SEPTEMBER  22,  2006 

Return  to  your  Youth  Director  or  Coordinator  for  mailing  to  the  Conference  Office. 

If  paying  by  personal  check  or  credit  card,  Please  fill  in: 

Check  Amount _ 


FEE  $25.00  Per  Person 
Registrations/Changes  after 
September  22"‘‘  will  be  accepted 
on  a  space  available  basis  and 
will  be  assessed  a  $15.00  late  fee 


LJ  Please  check  here  if  your  church  is  paying  for  you. 

Q  Visa  Q  MasterCard  # _ 


Please  make  checks 
payable  to  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference 


Check  # 


Credit  Card  Amount 


PLEASE  PRINT 


Name  _ 
Church 


Name  on  Card 


Expiration  Date 


District 


T-Shirt  Size _  Name  of  Adult  Attending  with  You _ 

Phone  (  ) _ E-Mail _ 

In  the  event  of  an  emergency  where  medical  treatment  is  required,  I  give  my  permission  to  the  event  staff  or  church  sponsor  to 
obtain  competent  medical  services.  Please  attempt  to  notify  me  immediately  concerning  any  such  emergency. 

Signed  _ Phone  (  ) _  Date _ - _ -06 

(Parent  or  legal  Guardian) 

Insurance  Policy  Number  and  Company  _ 

Medical  Comments,  Allergies,  Current  Medications,  etc.  Q  Check  here  if  additional  info  is  attached 


Each  person  attending  must  read  and  sign  the  CCYM  Covenant: 

Our  Covenant  of  Behavior  for  Louisiana  CCYM  Events 

I  agree  as  a  participant  in  a  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministry  event  to  follow  certain  standards.  I  will  not  bring  nor 
consume/discharge  alcohol,  tobacco,  illegal  drugs,  fireworks,  or  firearms,  nor  will  I  engage  in  inappropriate  sexual  behavior,  or  intentionally  cause 
the  destruction  or  abuse  of  any  person  or  property. 

Electronic  devices  such  as  games,  phones  CD/MP3  players,  etc.  are  to  be  used  only  during  free  time  and  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the 
purpose  of  this  event,  (i.e.  no  profane,  violent,  drug  related  or  sexually  explicit  material.)  1  am  responsible  for  the  security  of  any  personal  property 
and  will  be  responsible  for  any  loss  or  damage.  The  Conference  Center  will  be  providing  my  meals.  I  am  not  to  have  food  sent  or  delivered  to  this 
event.  I  agree  to  follow  the  daily  schedule  at  all  times,  and  at  no  time  will  I  leave  the  event  site.  I  understand  that  there  will  be  no  visitors  allowed 
(including  family  and  relatives)  while  this  event  is  in  progress  without  prior  approval  of  Director  and  that  there  will  be  no  visitation  in  rooms 
designated  for  the  opposite  gender  whether  youth  or  adult. 

If  I  should  not  act  in  accordance  with  this  covenant.  I  realize  that  1  may  be  disciplined  at  the  event  director's  discretion,  up  to  expulsion 
from  event,  suspension  front  the  next  two  Louisiana  Conference  Youth  events  and  the  assumption  of  legal  or  financial  liability.  By  my  signature  on 
this  registration  form,  I  am  indicating  that  I  have  read  this  covenant  and  accept  my  end  of  the  agreement,  with  the  expectation  of  an  event  experience 
leading  to  my  spiritual  growth  and  enjoyment. 

Adult  counselors  have  the  primary  responsibility  for  behavior  of  their  group  &  agree  to  follow  the  same  covenant  of  behavior  as  the  youth. 
Agreement:  The  following  signatures  indicate  both  participant  and  parent/guardian  (if  applicable)  agree  to  enter  into  the  Covenant  as  printed  in  this 
brochure,  and  that  this  "Registration  Form”  and  all  event  information  has  been  read  and  understood. 


Participant  Signature  and  Date  Parent/Guardian  Signature  (if  applicable)  and  Date 

FOR  CHURCH  USE  ONLY 

Attention  Youth  Director  or  Adult  Chaperone.  Please  collect  Registration  Forms  and  Fees  for  ALL  PARTICIPANTS 
attending  from  your  church  and  send  them  together  with  your  form  containing  the  following  information: 

Total  Attending  _  How  many  Youth  _  Adults  _ 

T-Shirt*  Needed  --  How  Many?  _ Small  _ Medium  _ Large  _ X-Large  _ XX-Large  _ XXX-Large 

Group  Contact  Person  Attending 
Address  _  _ 

City _ _ _ State _ Zip  _  _ 

Phone  (  ) _ E-Mail  _ 

_ UMC  _ 

(Church  Name)  (District)  Pastor  or  Youth  Director/Coordinator  Signature  and  Date 

Attn:  Youth  Director  527  North  Blvd.  Baton  Rouge,  LA  *70802  (225)  346-1646 

OR  GO  TO  www.la-umc.org/youth.htm  TO  REGISTER  ONLINE 


Russia  Initiative  event 
slated  for  Shreveport 

Bishop  Hans  Vaxby,  Eurasia  Episcopal 
area,  will  travel  to  eight  cities  across  the 
United  Sates  from  Oct.  1  - 1 2  to  conduct  a 
series  of  mini-consultations  on  the  Russia 
Initiative.  Worship  services  and  other  gath¬ 
erings  with  Bishop  Vaxby  will  be  featured 
during  the  consultations,  including  one 
such  event  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport,  Oct.  4  at  10  a.m. 

Bishop  Vaxby  will  share  his  vision  for 
The  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
Eurasia  Area  and  speak  of  accomplish¬ 
ments  over  the  past  year.  There  will  be 
opportunities  to  ask  questions  and  to 
engage  in  dialogue  with  the  Bishop. 
Persons  involved  in  The  Russia  Initiative 
or  those  who  want  to  learn  more  about  this 
mission  program  are  invited  to  attend. 

Dr.  W.  James  Atheam,  coordinator  of 
the  Russia  Initiative  for  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  said,  “This  will  be  a 
great  opportunity  for  people  who  were 
not  able  to  attend  our  last  consultation  in 
Virginia  in  February.  Vladimir 
Shaporenko  and  I  will  accompany  Bishop 
Vaxby  to  all  the  mini-consultations.” 

For  more  information  about  the  Russia 
Initiative  event  at  Broadmoor  UMC  in 
Shreveport,  contact  Lois  Lassetter  at  (3 1 8) 
861-0586  or  lois@broadmoorumc.org 

Social  Principles  Workshops 
set  for  Sept.  23-27 

“Living  the  Social  Principles,”  a  series 
of  workshops  for  clergy  and  laity  will  be 
presented  throughout  the  La.  Conference 
Sept.  23-27.  Wanda  Holcomb,  Peace  with 
Justice  Coordinator  of  the  Southwest  Texas 
Conference  will  lead  the  workshops.  The 
workshops  are  sponsored  by  the  UM 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  in 
partnership  with  the  La.  Conference 
Commissions  on  the  Role  and  Status  of 
Women,  Religion  and  Race,  and  the 
Conference  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

“The  workshop  will  provide  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  look  at  how  the  social  principles 
began  nearly  1 00  years  ago.  As  a  group, 
we  will  also  examine  how  the  principles 
have  changed,”  said  Holcomb. 

“Participatory  groups  will  look  at  the 
content  of  the  Social  Principles,  pay  partic¬ 
ular  attention  to  those  issues  that  are  most 
relevant  to  the  people  of  Louisiana.” 

Holcomb,  a  graduate  of  Louisiana  State 
University,  is  excited  to  be  visiting  the 
annual  conference. 

The  workshops  are  described  as  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  “connect  vital  personal  disciple- 
ship  with  a  passionate  call  to  live  out 
God’s  vision  for  a  beloved  community.” 
Participants  will  leam  methods  that  enable 
a  congregation  to  move  beyond  “agreeing 
to  disagree”  to  working  for  justice  for  all. 

The  six  workshops  are  as  follows: 

Sat.  9:30  A.M.,  Sept.  23,  Trinity  UMC 
Ruston;  Sun.  3:00  P.M.  Sept.  24, First 
UMC,  Alexandria;  Mon.  9:30  A.M.  Sept. 
25, First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge;  Mon.  6:30 
P.M.  Sept.  25,  Immanuel  UMC,  Lafayette; 
Tues.6:30  PM  Sept.26  St.Luke-Simpson 
Lake  Charles;  Wed.  6:30  P.M.  Sept.  27 
Munholland  UMC,  Metairie. 

For  more  information,  contact  Rev. 
Woodland  at  (225)  336-9801. 


8 


Louisiana  Conference NOW! 


SEPTEMBER  8, 2006 


Fairley  named  to 
Foundation  post 


BATON  ROUGE  —  Rob  Fairly, 
Executive  Vice  President  of  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana,  was 
promoted  to  President  and  Chief  Executive 
Officer  of  the  Foundation  at  the  July  12 
meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Foundation  Board. 

Fairly  holds  a  BBA  and  MBA  and  has 
32  years  of  experience  as  an  investment 
banker,  developer  and  manager  of  com¬ 
mercial  and  residential  real  estate.  His  first 
book.  Creative  Giving  —  Understanding 
Planned  Giving  and  Endowments  in 
Church,  was  released  in  2005  by  the  Board 
of  Discipleship  in  Nashville  as  a  new 
denominational  resource.  Fairly  and  his 
wife  Pam  have  two  daughters  and  a  son. 

Fairly  began  his  Foundation  service  in 
July  1 998  and  is  involved  in  a  wide  array 
of  Methodist  and  philanthropic  endeavors. 
He  is  a  lifelong  Methodist  and  an  active 
member  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Baton  Rouge  where  he  serves 
on  the  Administrative  Board,  Finance 
Committee,  Executive  Committee,  and 
Permanent  Fund  Committee.  He  is  a  past 
Chair  of  the  LSU  Wesley  Foundation 
Board,  and  a  member  of  the  Volunteers  in 
Mission  Advisory  Council.  He  also  serves 
as  a  member  of  the  National  Committee  on 
Planned  Giving  and  as  President  of  the 
Planned  Giving  Council  of  Baton  Rouge. 

Dr.  Michael  Reeves,  who  served  as 
Foundation  president  since  2000,  will  be 
moving  to  Plano,  Tx.,  where  he  will  serve 
as  Senior  Associate  Pastor/Director  of 
Strategic  Resources  at  St.  Andrew  United 
Methodist  Church.  Additionally,  Reeves 
will  be  expanding  his  role  as  Adjunctive 
Professor  of  Practical  Theology  at 
Southern  Methodist  University  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  Dallas. 

The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  was  established  in  1975  to  pro¬ 
vide  financial  management  services  to 
United  Methodist  churches  and  institutions 
within  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 
The  Foundation  helps  churches  manage 
money  professionally,  makes  loans  to 
churches  and  leads  stewardship  campaigns, 
either  annual  campaigns  or  capital  cam¬ 
paigns  to  raise  money  for  new  buildings 
and  renovations.  The  Foundation  also 
offers  estate  planning  and  planned  giving 
services  to  individuals  wishing  to  provide 
for  their  church.  In  its  31 -year  history,  the 
Foundation  has  become  the  fourth  largest 
of  the  52  foundations  in  the  United 
Methodist  denomination. 


Belanger  to  serve 
as  SCJ  delegate 

Markie  Belanger,  president  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries,  was  recently  elected  to  repre¬ 
sent  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  as  a  del¬ 
egate  to  the  Global  Young  People’s 
Convocation  and  Legislative  Assembly 
Dec.  28,  2006-Jan.  1,  2007  in 
Johannesburg,  South  Africa. 

Belanger,  a  high  school  senior  and  a 
member  of  Asbury  UMC  in  Lafayette,  will 
attend  the  gathering  of  United  Methodist 
youth,  young  adults  and  adult  workers  with 
young  people  from  around  the  world.  An 
estimated  500  United  Methodist  young 
people  from  all  across  the  world  will  come 
together  to  share,  leant  and  connect. 

The  event  will  have  two  parts:  the 
Global  Young  People’s  Convocation  and 
Legislative  Assembly.  The  convocation 
will  serve  as  a  venue  for  participants  “to 
share  personal  life  experiences,  struggles, 
gifts  and  realities,  to  impact  other  young  to 
transform  this  world.  Young  people  com¬ 
ing  together  bridging  gaps  and  differences 
that  separate  us  such  as  social,  economical, 
religious,  ethnic  and  political.  The  goal  is 
to  empower  young  people  to  become 
world-changing  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ. 


Markie  Belanger  is  pictured  above  center  at  a  recent  Conference  Senior  High  retreat. 


CCMINC  SCCN  . . . 

to  a  Sunday  school  class  near  you! 


your  opinion  counts! 

The  United  Methodist  Foundation 
of  Louisiana  is  conducting  a 
survey  of  all  United  Methodist 
clergy  and  church  members  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

You  may  be  asked  to  complete  the 
survey  in  an  adult  Sunday  School 
class.  If  so,  please  help  us  by 
taking  8-10  minutes  to  do  so. 

There  are  no  wrong  answers,  and 
your  feedback  will  help  us  serve 
you  and  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  better. 

Let  your  opinion  be 
km  mu! 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

of  Louisuuut 


8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70809 
(225)  346-1 535  (800)  256-9317 

www.umf.org 
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Bishop  Alfred  Norris  to  lead  North  Texas  Conference 


DALLAS  (UMNS)  -  Bishop  Alfred 
Norris  has  been  assigned  to  lead  the  North 
Texas  Annual  Conference  through  August 
2008,  completing  the  term  of  the  late 
Bishop  Rhymes  H.  Moncure  Jr. 

Norris,  who  retired  from  the  active  epis¬ 
copacy  in  2004,  will  return  to  active  serv¬ 


ice  effective  Nov.  1,  announced  Missouri 
Area  Bishop  Robert  Schnase,  president  of 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  College  of 
Bishops.  Moncure  died  Aug  1 9  of  compli¬ 
cations  following  neurosurgery. 

In  a  letter  to  conference  members, 
Schnase  said,  “I  hope  you  will  join  with 


me  in  giving  God  thanks  for  the  gifts  of 
ministry  that  Bishop  Norris  and  his  wife, 
Mackie,  bring  to  the  United  Methodist 
churches  of  the  North  Texas  Conference.” 

He  also  praised  the  ministry  of  the  late 
Bishop  Moncure,  who  served  as  a  pastor  in 
See  Bishop  Norris,  page  3 


Cuba  Connection 


A  group  of  children  proudly  display  crafts  made  in  July  during  Vacation  Bible  School  at  Park  Temple  Methodist  Church  in 
Joveilanos,  Cuba.  A  team  of  17  members  from  St.  Charles  United  Methodist  Church  in  Destrehan  conducted  the  VBS  for  Park 
Temple  Methodist,  their  sister  congregation  in  Cuba,  which  was  marking  it's  centennial.  Park  Temple  Methodist  Church  and  the 
team  from  Destrehan  celebrated  the  Cuban  church's  1 00  years  with  a  series  of  worship  services  and  concerts.  Bishop  Ricardo 
Perrera,  leader  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Cuba,  spoke  to  an  overflow  crowd  of  worshippers  the  evening  of  July  1 8. 


St.  Charles  UMC  helps  Cuban  church  celebrate  centennial 


Seventeen  members  of  St.  Charles 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Destrehan 
spent  a  week  this  summer  with  the 
church’s  sister  congregation  in 
Joveilanos,  Cuba. 

The  team  went  from  July  14-21  to 
serve  the  people  of  Park  Temple 
Methodist  Church,  providing  a  VBS  pro¬ 
gram  and  participating  in  the  church’s 
1 00th  anniversary. 

“St.  Charles  and  Park  Temple  have 
had  a  covenant  relationship  for  10  years. 


Hurricane  Katrina  forced  St.  Charles 
UMC  to  postpone  a  trip  in  the  fall  of 
2005,  but  we  were  excited  to  hear  we 
would  make  it  for  the  100th  anniversary. 
What  they  didn’t  tell  us  is  that  Park 
Temple  actually  waited  two  years  past  the 
real  anniversary  date  in  order  to  celebrate 
with  their  brothers  and  sisters  from  the 
United  States.  The  relationship  between 
St.  Charles  and  Park  Temple  is  that 
important  to  them,”  said  Rev.  Chris 
Blanchard,  pastor  of  St.  Charles  UMC. 


The  festivities  began  on  Saturday 
evening  with  a  musical  concert,  followed 
by  a  Sunday  evening  worship  service. 
“There  are  no  services  during  the  day  due 
to  the  heat.  It  was  a  beautiful  celebration, 
filled  with  interpretive  dances  and  skits 
performed  by  church  youth,”  said 
Blanchard,  who  was  invited  to  preach  to 
the  overflowing  crowd. 

Bishop  Ricardo  Perrera,  leader  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Cuba,  spoke 

See  Cuban  Misson,  page  7 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Celebration  is  When  . . . 


Many  years  ago  I  was  pastor  in  a 
small  church  in  Marfa,  Texas.  This  was 
a  beautiful  community  and  church  my 
entire  family  and  I  loved.  In  the  congre¬ 
gation  was  a  family  by  the  name  of 
Webb.  The  man’s  name  was  Harold, 
who,  along  with  his  brothers  owned  the 
local  Gulf  service  station  and  garage. 

His  wife’s  name  was  Corinne,  who  was 
owner  of  “The  Iris  Shop,”  a  fine  ladies 
dress  store  in  the  little  town  of  2500. 
Harold  and  Corinne  had  a  son  of  whom 
they  were  very  proud,  and  a  daughter-in- 
law  of  whom  they  were  equally  proud. 
Both  of  them  were  seminary  students  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas, 
Texas. 

When  this  young  seminary  couple 
graduated  from  their  studies,  they  came 
through  Marfa  for  a  visit  with  his  parents 
and  then  were  on  their  way  to  their  first 
appointments  in  Wyoming  or  Montana  (I 
don’t  remember  which).  Corinne  and 
Harold  were  very  proud.  In  fact,  all  in 
this  little  West  Texas  town  w'ere  proud. 

The  couple  had  been  gone  from 
Marfa  only  two  or  three  days  when  they 
were  in  a  horrible  automobile  accident 
and  both  were  killed.  Our  little  commu¬ 
nity  was  in  shock.  I  was  called  on  to  do 
the  funerals  and  when  wre  held  the  serv¬ 
ice  in  that  small  United  Methodist 
Church,  both  caskets  were  in  the  front  of 
the  pristine  little  sanctuary.  It  was  the 
first  time  I  had  ever  done  a  double  funer¬ 
al  like  that. 

In  preparation  for  the  service,  Corinne 
said  to  me,  “Bill,  the  kids  had  this  manu¬ 
script  from  one  of  their  teachers  at  the 
seminary.  The  professor’s  name  is 
William  K.  McElvaney.  This  is  the  man¬ 
uscript  for  a  new  book  of  his  that  is  to  be 
published  soon.  You  might  look  through 
this  and  see  if  there  is  anything  you 
might  use,  especially  in  the  section  enti¬ 
tled,  ‘The  Gospel  as  Life  Affirmed.’ 

They  really  liked  this  writing.” 

I  took  the  book  and  gleaned  several 
statements  from  it  to  read  at  the  funeral 
service.  One  of  the  one’s  I  used  is  the 
following: 

“CELEBRATION  IS  WHEN  .  . . 

you  accept  the  fact  that  there’s  only 
ONE  WAY  out  of  Egypt: 

AND  THAT’S  THROUGH  THE 
WILDERNESS 

Once  we’ve  experienced  an  exodus, 
an  event  of  newfound  freedom,  we  are 
inevitably  confronted  with  the  decision: 
Back  to  Egypt?  Or  On  to  Canaan 
through  the  wilderness? 

For  the  way  of  the  wilderness  is  the 
way  of  the  unknown  and  the  unmapped. 
At  least  with  Pharaoh  in  Egypt  there  was 
routine,  familiarity,  predictability,  and 
security,  even  if  it  was  second-class  citi¬ 
zenship.  Hear  the  murmurings?  ‘For 
God’s  sake,  Moses,  what  have  you  gotten 
us  into?  We’re  hungry,  thirsty,  tired,  and 
there  are  warlike  people  over  the  next 
hill!  We  were  better  off  in  Egypt!  ’ 

No  matter  how  much  we’ve  hoped 
and  longed  for  a  newfound  freedom,  and 
no  matter  how  good  it  is  to  us,  there  is 
something  in  us  that  beckons  us  to  go 
back  to  the  safety  of  bondage  in  Egypt. 
For  Exodus  is  always  toward  maturity, 


risk,  discovery  of 
self,  responsible  use 
of  freedom.  And  the 
only  way  out  of 
Egypt  is  through  the 
wilderness.  In  the 
w'ilderness  we  have 
only  one  thing  going 
for  us,  and  that  is 
GOD’S  PROMISE 
that  he  will  sustain 
us  and  lead  us  and 
guide  us  with  manna 
from  heaven,  water  from  the  rock,  and  a 
vision  (Decalogue)  of  the  way.  In  the 
wilderness  God’s  Promise  is  our  only 
guarantee.  When  we  leam  again  and 
again  to  rely  on  that  promise,  a  strange 
thing  happens.  THE  WILDERNESS 
ISN’T  THE  WILDERNESS  ANY¬ 
MORE.  THE  WILDERNESS  HAS 
BEOME  THE  PROMISED  LAND.” 

(McElvaney,  The  Saving 
Possibility,  Abingdon  Press) 

This  past  year  has  seen  many  deaths 
for  us.  In  our  own  way  we  have 
observed  a  double  funeral.  Two  caskets 
have  adorned  the  front  of  our  Conference 
sanctuary  -  the  casket  of  Southeast 
Louisiana  and  the  casket  of  Southwest 
Louisiana.  And  for  us  we  have  had  to 
make  our  way  through  the  wilderness, 
while  many,  including  ourselves  at  many 
junctures,  have  longed  for  Egypt. 

Haven’t  there  been  days  in  this  last 
year  in  which  you  longed  for  Egypt? 
Haven’t  you  wanted  just  to  go  back  to 
the  way  it  was  and  all  would  be  right 
with  the  world  again.  Haven’t  you 
wished,  more  than  once,  that  you  could 
have  escaped  the  pain  you  have  endured, 
and  the  deaths  you  have  faced? 

Yes,  we  all  have  longed  for  Egypt. 
This  wilderness  is  hard.  This  wilderness 
is  unfamiliar.  This  wilderness  is  threat¬ 
ening.  This  wilderness  is  the  pits!  And 
in  this  wilderness  the  only  thing  we  have 
for  certain  is  God’s  Promise  that  God 
will  sustain  us  and  lead  us  and  guide  us 
with  manna  from  heaven,  water  from  the 
rock,  and  a  vision  of  the  way. 

But,  if  we  will  look  carefully,  con¬ 
sciously,  and  intentionally  there  are  many 
signs  that  the  wilderness  is  becoming  the 
Promised  Land!  God  is  leading  by 
God’s  Promise  and  signs  of  victory  are 
everywhere  and  plentiful.  We  are  in  the 
Promised  Land!  Do  you  see  it?  Have 
your  opened  your  eyes  to  it?  Have  you 
listened  for  it?  Have  you  intentionally 
said,  “Today  I  am  in  the  Promised 
Land!”  Oh,  we  stand  in  the  midst  of 
God’s  promise  and  presence!  We  have 
journeyed  there  and  we  are  walking 
there!  Praise  be  to  God  for  the  infinite 
goodness  and  grace  of  our  Creator, 
Sustainer,  and  Redeemer  who  has  not  left 
us  alone,  but  who  goes  before  us,  with  us 
and  in  us  until  all  of  life  is  paradise  and 
the  Promised  Land  is  our  daily  domain. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

Bill  Hutchinson 

fan 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


September  24  marks  Rita  anniversary 


On  Sept.  24,  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  will  remember  the  devastation 
of  Hurricane  Rita  which  hit  the  southwest 
coast  of  the  state  a  year  ago.  Lives  have 
been  forever  changed  by  the  tragedy,  and 
the  La.  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  has  played  a 
tremendous  role  in  assisting  those  affected 
by  Rita. 

Disaster  recovery  stations  located  in 
Lake  Charles  and  Abbeville  are  working  to 
restore  lives  in  areas  hard  hit  by  the  storm. 
Brandi  Russell,  coordinator  for  the  Lake 
Charles  Disaster  Recovery  Station, 
explains  that  survivors  are  sometimes  at 
the  “end  of  their  rope”  by  the  time  they 
come  to  the  station  for  help. 

“Long  gone  is  their  ability  for  clarity 
and  patience  with  ‘800’  numbers  and  forms 
to  fill  out.  Our  staff  is  able  to  use  our 
knowledge  and  resources  to  lead  them 
through  the  recovery  process,”  said 
Russell. 

Both  the  Lake  Charles  and  Abbeville 
Stations  say  that  they  are  in  desperate  need 


of  volunteers.  “The  Lake  Charles  station 
alone  serves  a  five-parish  area  covering 
6,000  square  miles  in  southwest  Louisiana. 
We  are  tremendously  backlogged  with 
thousands  of  cases  needing  our  attention,” 
said  Russell. 

The  Rev.  Kathy  Fitzhugh,  operations 
manager  for  the  Abbeville  Storm  Recovery 
Station,  says  Hurricane  Rita’s  damage  has 
not  gotten  as  much  attention  as  Katrina. 
“We  are  still  getting  calls  every  day  from 
people  needing  help,”  she  said. 

Fitzhugh  encourages  all  United 
Methodist  to  participate  in  an  ecumenical 
service  Saturday,  Sept.  23  at  6:30  p.m.  at 
Abbeville  United  Methodist  Church  at  2 1 3 
N.  State  St.,  Abbeville,  La.  “The  pastors 
of  Vermilion  parish  are  planning  the  wor¬ 
ship  portion  of  our  commemoration,”  said 
Fitzhugh.  “Termed  ‘Celebration  of 
Community’  the  service  will  bring  our 
community  together  to  pray,  to  praise,  to 
share,  and  to  celebrate  our  spirit  and  our 
recovery.” 


Prison  Chapel  fundraiser  slated 
October  5  at  Governors  Mansion 


The  Louisiana  Prison  Chapel 
Foundation  will  host  its  annual  fundraiser 
Thursday,  Oct.  5  at  the  Governor’s 
Mansion  in  Baton  Rouge. 

“Gala  for  Hope-Come  Celebrate 
Progress”  will  start  on  the  grounds  at  6:30 
p.m.  with  the  Angola  Band  and  an  Inmate 
Art  Market.  A  dinner  buffet  will  be  pre¬ 
pared  and  served  by  Dixon  Correctional 
Institute  under  the  leadership  of  John 
Yarbro,  former  owner  of  DaJoNel’s. 

Pastor  Charles  Smith  of  Shiloh 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  will  serve  as 
keynote  speaker  for  the  event. 

A  live  auction  will  feature  items  made 
and  donated  by  inmates  at  different  correc¬ 
tional  institutes  from  around  Louisiana. 
Special  pieces  include  an  armoire  con¬ 
structed  by  a  group  at  Dixon  Correctional 
Institute  in  Jackson,  La.  and  a  dining  table 


made  by  inmates  at  Rayburn  Correctional 
Center  in  Angie,  La. 

The  Louisiana  Correctional  Institute  for 
Women  in  St.  Gabriel,  La.  has  provided 
hand-painted  clay  pots  which  will  serve  as 
centerpieces  for  the  tables.  Along  with  their 
well-known  holiday  yard  art,  the  pots  from 
LCIW  will  be  sold  during  the  gala. 

Seven  prison  chapels  have  been  com¬ 
pleted  since  the  initiative  began  in  1998. 
Four  more  are  underway,  including  a 
chapel  at  LCIW. 

Funds  raised  through  the  gala  go  to  sup¬ 
port  construction  of  these  vitally  needed 
chapels.  Tickets  for  the  Oct.  5  event  are 
$125  per  person,  or  $1,000  for  a  table  of 
eight. 

For  more  information,  contact  Cindy 
Mann  at  (225)  93 1  -3664  or  email 
lpcf@chapels.org. 
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Congregation  surprises  former  pastor  with  visit  to  new  church 


BY  ALICE  SMITH 

My  mother  rene  Massey,  is  making  a 
move  from  condo-living  to  a  senior  adult 
facility,  and  as  part  of  the  paperwork 
involved,  I  spent  several  hours  on  the  tele¬ 
phone  recently  trying  to  get  some  needed 
financial  infonnation.  I  was  making  the 
calls  because  she  has  trouble  navigating 
phone  systems  and  hearing  what  people 
say. 

My  mother  is  quite  smart  and  alert  and 
on  top  of  things  (she  speeds  through  the 
daily  crossword  puzzle  in  the  paper),  and 
her  physical  problems  are  mostly  related  to 
some  hearing  loss  and  trouble  walking 
because  of  an  arthritic  knee.  She  is  moving 
to  an  independent  living  facility,  but  one 
that  offers  support  services.  It  is  a  move 
she  initiated  and  is  ready  for,  and  I  believe 
she  will  enjoy  the  other  residents  and  the 
many  activities. 

I  totally  understand  her  frustration  about 
trying  to  get  a  human  on  the  phone  when 
you  want  some  information  that  you  are 
entitled  to  and  should  be  able  to  obtain 
readily.  Convoluted  voice-mail  systems 
have  become  so  commonplace  that  there 
are  Web  sites  that  tell  you  what  to  do  in 
specific  companies  in  order  to  access  a  per¬ 
son. 

But  what  I’ve  encountered  as  editor  of 
Wesleyan  Christian  Advocate,  the  newspa¬ 
per  of  the  North  and  South  Georgia  annual 
conferences,  is  that  many  churches  (not  all, 
by  any  means)  have  impersonal  phone  sys¬ 
tems  where  it’s  difficult  to  get  a  person  on 
the  line.  Of  all  the  places  in  the  world  you 
would  expect  to  make  human  contact  and 
hear  a  friendly  voice  right  from  the  start,  it 
is  a  church. 


Rev.  Davis  Clark  was  serving  a  fifth 
year  as  pastor  of  Haven-Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church,  located  in  the  Uptown 
area  of  New  Orleans,  when  Hurricane 
Katrina  hit  on  Aug.  29,  2005. 

The  church  suffered  wind  and  rain 
damage,  but  was  spared  from  the  devastat¬ 
ing  floods  that  destroyed  so  many  church¬ 
es  in  the  city.  As  Haven-Trinity  UMC 
worked  to  get  back  on  its  feet,  Clark  was 
asked  to  serve  as  interim  pastor  at  Jordan 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Haven-Trinity  UMC  never  stopped 
meeting  throughout  the  recovery  period.  “I 
was  leading  services  at  both  churches  each 
Sunday,  meeting  with  the  New  Orleans 
congregation  at  8  a.m.  and  the  Baton 
Rouge  church  at  1 1  a.m.  weekly.  Despite 
population  losses,  we  have  averaged  44 
people  at  Haven-Trinity  since  the  storm; 
we  used  to  have  around  80  per  week  prior 
to  Katrina,”  said  Clark. 

From  October  of  2005  to  June  of  this 
year,  Clark  has  continued  to  pastor  both 
churches.  He  is  proud  of  the  fact  that  the 
two  churches  fully  paid  apportionments  for 
last  year.  “Despite  the  challenges  Haven- 
Trinity  and  Jordan  were  facing,  they 
stepped  up  to  the  plate.  Although  most  of 
the  members  of  these  congregations  are 


I  call  a  lot  of  churches  in  my  job,  and 
it’s  usually  during  regular  office  hours 
when  a  staff  member  is  normally  there. 
Often  I  am  amazed  at  what  I  find  (or  hear). 
One  church,  upon  answering,  had  two  full 
minutes  of  recorded  options  (I  timed  it). 
There  was  a  greeting,  listing  of  office 
hours,  a  fax  number,  an  emergency  num¬ 
ber,  a  chance  to  punch  your  party’s  exten¬ 
sion  or  access  a  staff  directory,  a  lengthy 
discourse  on  the  church’s  ministries,  an 
opportunity  to  hear  a  monthly  devotion  - 
and  finally  the  option  to  press  “0”  to  talk  to 
a  person. 

And  while  I’m  at  it,  I  have  two  other  pet 
peeves.  One  is  calling  a  church,  asking  to 
speak  to  someone,  being  put  through  as  if 
the  person  were  there  and  then  getting  the 
person’s  voice  mail.  I  so  appreciate  those 
who  tell  me  upfront  the  person  isn’t  in  and 
then  offer  access  to  their  voice  mail, 
because  it  gives  me  the  opportunity  to  ask 
when  the  person  will  be  in  or  if  there  is 
someone  else  who  can  help  me.  When 
you’re  working  on  deadlines,  this  informa¬ 
tion  is  helpful. 

My  other  pet  peeve  is  when  people  e- 
mail  me  but  my  response  back  doesn’t  go 
through  because  I’m  not  on  their  approved 
list.  Once  I  went  on  one  of  our  conference 
Web  sites  to  get  information  about  a  specif¬ 
ic  event,  and  when  I  e-mailed  the  contact 
name  on  the  Web  site,  I  received  the  mes¬ 
sage,  “I  now  allow  incoming  messages 
only  from  senders  I  have  approved  before¬ 
hand.”  Why  on  earth  would  some  give 
their  e-mail  address  “for  more  information” 
and  then  refuse  to  receive  the  e-mails? 

See  Phone  manners,  page  7 


not  necessarily  wealthy,  they  pulled 
together  to  make  the  kingdom  of  God  a 
reality.” 

In  June  2006,  Clark  was  appointed  as 
pastor  to  Jordan  UMC.  Clark  vividly 
remembers  the  last  service  he  led  at 
Haven-Trinity  in  New  Orleans.  “I  didn’t 
realize  it,  but  the  congregation  had  hidden 
a  bus  outside  the  building.  I  preached  my 
heart  out,  thanked  everybody,  and  then 
headed  for  Jordan  UMC.  The  folks  in  New 
Orleans  really  tricked  me.  They  hopped  on 
the  bus,  and  headed  for  Baton  Rouge  right 
behind  me,”  said  Clark. 

As  the  pastor  stood  in  his  pulpit  at 
Jordan  UMC,  over  50  members  from 
Haven-Trinity  UMC  poured  into  the  sanc¬ 
tuaryjoining  the  worship  service  in 
progress.  “I  almost  forgot  what  I  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  preach.  I  was  so  touched  when  I 
found  out  that  they  had  been  planning  the 
surprise  for  about  three  weeks,”  said 
Clark,  who  like  many  others,  has  been 
deeply  affected  by  changes  brought  about 
by  last  year’s  storms. 

“This  experience  has  allowed  me  to 
understand  and  to  accept  that  change  is  a 
part  of  life.  And  that  in  the  wake  of 
tragedy,  much  of  the  change  results  in 
good,”  said  Clark,  who  shared  that  the 

Bishop  Norris,  from  page  1 

the  Missouri  Conference 
before  being  elected  to 
the  episcopacy  in  2000. 

Moncure  served  in 
Nebraska  for  four  years 
before  being  appointed 
to  the  North  Texas 
Conference  (Dallas 
Area). 

“Bishop  Moncure 
blessed  us  all  with  his  life  and  ministry, 
and  his  death  has  been  painful  for  every¬ 
one,”  he  wrote.  “I  thank  the  pastors  and  lay 
members  of  the  conference  for  your 
prayers,  faithfulness  and  understanding 
during  this  time  of  grief  and  transition.”  On 
Sept.  16,  United  Methodists  in  the 
Missouri  Conference  will  participate  in  a 
memorial  service  for  Moncure  at  Missouri 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Columbia. 

Why  is  a  retired  bishop  being  assigned 
to  serve  instead  of  the  jurisdiction  holding 
a  special  election  for  a  new  bishop? 

The  Council  of  Bishops  is  the  agency 
responsible  for  filling  episcopal  vacancies 
when  bishops  die,  retire  from  office,  resign, 
face  judicial  action  or  take  on  special 
assignments,  according  to  Paragraph  408 
of  the  2004  United  Methodist  Book  of 
Discipline.The  jurisdictional  college  of 
bishops  recommends  to  the  council  names 
to  fulfill  the  vacancy,  following  consulta¬ 
tion  with  the  jurisdictional  committee  on 
episcopacy,  which  makes  assignments  to 
annual  conferences  of  the  jurisdiction. 
Paragraph  519.2  says  the  committee  may 
recommend  the  reassignment  of  one  or 
more  previously  elected  bishops. 

Norris,  68,  was  elected  to  the  episcopa¬ 
cy  in  1 992  and  served  eight  years  as  bishop 
of  the  New  Mexico  and  Northwest  Texas 
conferences  and  four  years  as  bishop  of  the 
Texas  Conference  (Houston  Area).  He  is 


attendance  at  Jordan  UMC  is  currently 
over  100  persons  each  Sunday,  doubling 
last  year’s  numbers. 

The  Baton  Rouge  church  is  located  in  a 
low  income  area  of  town  that  has  its  share 
of  crime.  Jordan  UMC  recently  held  a  job 
fair  at  an  area  shopping  center,  which 
Clark  plans  to  keep  as  an  annual  event. 
“Around  50  people  were  hired  by  local 
businesses  as  a  result  of  the  fair.  The 
neighborhood  is  very  aware  of  our  pres¬ 
ence.  We’ve  baptized  eight  babies  since 
January,  and  high  schoolers  who  missed 
the  opportunity  are  now  enrolling  for  con¬ 
firmation.  Our  focus  is  bringing  about 
revival  in  the  church  while  focusing  on 
community  outreach.” 

One  project  that  Clark  plans  to  imple¬ 
ment  is  the  large  scale  raising  and  distribu¬ 
tion  of  vegetables.  “I  have  access  to  some 
property  where  we  are  already  raising  veg¬ 
etables.  We’ve  sold  the  goods  to  fund 
church  ministries,  and  when  people  were 
hungry  and  needed  help,  we  gave  the 
items  away.  I  have  dreams  for  larger  scale 
production,  hopefully  incorporating  United 
Methodist  youth  groups  in  the  gathering  of 
the  produce  as  a  volunteer  project.  This 
initiative  could  involve  alot  of  folks  and 
ultimately  touch  a  lot  of  lives.” 


currently  bishop  in  residence  at  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary,  Atlanta. 

Bom  in  Bogalusa,  La.,  Norris  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Dillard  University,  New  Orleans, 
and  Gammon  Theological  Seminary.  He 
has  four  honorary  degrees,  two  of  which 
were  awarded  by  his  alma  maters.  He 
served  four  pastorates  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  was  New  Orleans  District 
superintendent  before  becoming  director  of 
recruitment,  and  later,  president  of 
Gammon. 

He  was  elected  a  delegate  to  five  United 
Methodist  General  and  Jurisdictional  con¬ 
ferences,  beginning  in  1976.  He  was  also 
appointed  a  delegate  to  six  World 
Methodist  Conferences.  Norris  served  three 
United  Methodist  general  agencies,  includ¬ 
ing  the  General  Board  of  Publication 
(1980-92);  Board  of  Discipleship  (1992- 
96);  and  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (1996-2004).  He  was  a 
member  of  the  University  Senate  in  2000. 

The  global  church  has  been  one  of 
Norris’  great  interests,  and  his  travels  have 
included  Africa,  Brazil,  Argentina,  the 
Philippines,  South  Korea,  Israel  and 
England.  For  several  years,  he  chaired  the 
Africa  University  Development 
Committee,  helping  to  raise  funds  for  the 
United  Methodist-related  school  in 
Zimbabwe.  He  has  served  on  boards  of 
trustees  for  several  institutions  of  higher 
learning,  including  Gammon,  Southwestern 
Methodist  University  and  Wiley  College. 

Committed  to  community  service,  the 
bishop  has  served  on  community  boards 
and  agencies  in  Louisiana,  Georgia,  New 
Mexico  and  Texas.  He  was  the  first  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Louisiana  Council  for  the 
Adoption  of  Minority  Youth  and  president 
of  the  Greater  New  Orleans  Federation  of 
Churches. 


Commentary:  Churches,  please 
check  your  telephone  manners 
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Three  certified  through  PAUMCS 


Three  administrative  assistants  serving  in  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  attended 
the  Professional  Association  of  United  Methodist  Church  Secretaries  certification  class, 
held  July  1 6-21  on  the  campus  of  Emory  University  in  Atlanta  Ga.  Rhonda  Whitley,  a 
member  of  the  conference  staff,  and  Eve  Serbert  and  Debi  Petrolia  of  First  UMC  in 
Hammond  all  completed  their  certification.  Whitley  is  pictured,  front  row,  fifth  from  left; 
Petrolia  is  pictured,  second  row,  sixth  from  left;  and  Serbert  is  pictured,  top  row,  middle. 


St.  Andrews  UMC  quilting  for  missions 


A  group  of  seven  women  from  St. 
Andrew’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  recently  completed  an 
“underground  railroad”  quilt  that  is  being 
auctioned  to  raise  funds  for  the  support  of 
global  missionaries. 

Those  who  worked  on  the  project  were, 
above  left  to  right,  Mollie  Choate,  Gail 
Beall,  Linda  Bums,  Lisa  Peacock,  Denise 
Delphen  and  Sally  KefFer.  Not  pictured  is 
Lenora  Sullivan. 

The  twelve-block  sampler  quilt  is 
machine-pieced  and  machine-quilted  using 
reproduction  period  fabrics.  Each  block 
was  sponsored  for  S50  by  groups  and  indi¬ 
viduals,  including  one  couple  from  New 
Orleans  who  were  displaced  by  the  storm 
and  living  with  church  members.  The 
names  of  the  sponsors  and  the  quilter  for 
each  block  are  machine  embroidered  on  the 
back  of  the  item. 


“St.  Andrews  United  Methodist  Church 
has  always  been  active  in  community  out¬ 
reach  programs  such  as  Habitat  for 
Humanity  and  Hope  Ministry.  Last  year,  in 
the  wake  of  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita, 
the  church  opened  its  doors  and  hearts  to 
give  Red  Cross  relief  workers  shelter  until 
the  week  before  Thanksgiving,  when  the 
shelter  was  finally  closed,”  wrote  church 
member  Lenora  Sullivan. 

Quilter  Sally  Keffer  said  that  her  great¬ 
est  joy  during  the  quilt  project  was  “getting 
to  know  the  women  and  seeing  [individu¬ 
als]  learn  a  life  skill  that  they  didn’t  have 
before.” 

The  completed  quilt  is  currently  on  dis¬ 
play  in  the  sanctuary  at  St.  Andrew’s 
UMC.  Bids  for  the  item  can  be  submitted 
until  Oct.  8,  in  person  or  by  email  at  quilt- 
silentauction@cox.net. 


New  sanctuary  for  Lea  Joyner  UMC 


After  a  two-year  planning  and  build¬ 
ing  process,  Lea  Joyner  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  celebrated  the 
first  Sunday  in  their  new  sanctuary 
Sunday,  Aug.  20. 

Rev.  Weldon  Bares,  senior  pastor 
at  Lea  Joyner,  stated,  “We  have  built 
this  church  with  a  lot  of  prayer  and 
faith,  building  for  now  and  a  future 
generation.” 

The  new  sanctuary  has  state-of-the- 
art  sound  and  lighting,  with  two  built-in 
video  screens  to  enhance  the  worship 
experience.  The  structure  incorporates  a 
contemporary  fan-shaped  design  with 
traditional  furnishings.  The  building 
also  features  a  large  choir  room,  sac¬ 
risty,  two  large  adult  classrooms,  a  cry 
room,  balcony,  covered  drop-off  area 
and  a  large  welcome  center.  Additional 
parking  was  included  in  the  project. 

Director  of  Music  at  Lea  Joyner, 
Keith  Welch,  pointed  out,  “We  believe 
our  new  sanctuary  will  be  a  perfect  fit 


for  our  1 1  a.m.  contemporary  worship, 
with  all  the  capabilities  for  enhanced 
sound  and  lighting.  We  can’t  wait  to 
move  in.” 

Lea  Joyner  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  began  as  Southside 
Methodist  Church,  founded  by  the  Rev. 
Lea  Joyner  in  1952.  Several  years  after 
her  tragic  death  in  1985,  the  church  re¬ 
located  to  its  current  location  at  4390 
Old  Sterlington  Road.The  church  was 
re-named  in  memory  of  Rev.  Joyner. 

Elaine  Chapman,  church  program 
director  and  longtime  member,  said, 
“Rev.  Joyner  would  be  so  proud  of  this 
bold  step  and  beautiful  sanctuary.” 

Opening  Sunday  featured  various 
musical  groups  from  the  church  provid¬ 
ing  special  music  during  the  worship 
service.  Rev.  Weldon  Bares  brought  the 
message  entitled,  “Building  A  Church” 
from  Psalm  127.  For  more  information, 
visit  the  church’s  web  site  at  www.lea- 
joyner.com. 


Volunteers  do  makeover  for  Haskins  UMC 


A  group  of  volunteers  from  Haskins 
Chapel  United  Methodist  Church,  Bayou 
Scie  UMC  and  First  UMC  in  Zwolle 
recently  worked  on  a  renovation  of  the 
front  of  Haskins  Chapel  UMC,  as  well  as 
adding  a  wheelchair  ramp  to  the  facility. 
“We  have  shared  work,  ftin,  fellowship  and 


excellent  food  provided  by  the  ladies  of 
Haskins  Chapel.  The  ramp,  front  porch 
and  steps  are  finished,  but  we’re  still  wait¬ 
ing  on  new  doors,  windows  and  columns  to 
finish  the  project  -  so  it’s  still  a  work  in 
progress,”  said  Rev.  Dick  Hooten,  pastor  of 
the  First  UMC-Bayou  Scie  charge. 
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First  UMC  Gonzales  aids  in  storm  recovery 


St.  Francisville  UMC  volunteers  in  Honduras 

A  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  team,  led  by  Tom  Crouse  of  St.  Francisville  United 
Methodist  Church,  served  in  Subriana,  Honduras  from  July  15-24  on  a  construction  mis¬ 
sion.  Building  on  the  work  of  a  previous  mission  team,  the  LAVIM  group  from  St. 
Francisville  worked  on  a  structure  which  will  serve  as  the  future  home  for  the  town's 
Methodist  pastor.  The  building,  made  with  concrete,  will  be  two  stories  with  three  bed¬ 
rooms  and  two  baths. The  group  helped  to  sort  500  pounds  of  medicine,  medical  sup¬ 
plies,  clothing,  personal  hygiene  items  and  shoes  that  were  brought  into  Honduras  with 
personal  baggage.  These  items,  with  the  exception  of  the  medicine,  were  distributed  by 
the  local  church  to  members  and  villagers. The  medical  supplies  were  taken  by  suitcases 
and  wheel  barrows  to  the  local  clinic.  Those  interested  in  volunteering  for  future  LAVIM 
missions  to  Honduras  should  check  the  December  2006  LAVIM  special  edition  of  the 
Louisiana  Now!  for  details. 


Overflow  crowds  force  move  to  Fellowship  Hall 


BY  BILLCATCHINGS 

The  growing  congregation  of  St. 
Francisville  United  Methodist  Church 
moved  their  8:30  a.m.  service  to  the 
church  Fellowship  Hall  on  Aug.  20  in  an 
effort  to  alleviate  the  overcrowding  in 
their  historic  sanctuary.  Although  the 
sanctuary  seats  for  108  worshipers,  the 
8:30  service  has  often  seen  over  130  in 
attendance  on  a  Sunday  morning. 

The  church’s  membership  has 
swelled  to  over  560  with  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing’s  worship  services  averaging  a  com¬ 
bined  total  of  approximately  250.  We’re 
trying  to  make  more  room  so  that  we 
can  bring  more  people  to  Christ,”  says 
Rev.  Danny  Gleason,  pastor. 


The  Fellowship  Hall  can  easily  seat 
around  157  worshipers  in  comfort.  In 
fact,  the  Aug.  27  early  service  had  155 
people  in  attendance  132  worshipers 
came  to  the  1 1  a.m.  service.  The  total 
that  Sunday  was  287,  making  it  the  third 
highest  attendance  for  the  year  behind 
Easter  Sunday  and  one  service  in 
January. 

The  church  is  considering  starting  a 
third  service  in  January.  The  tentative 
plan  is  to  move  the  early  worship  to  8 
a.m.  and  to  add  a  9:30  service,  followed 
by  the  traditional  1 1  a.m.  service.  A 
committee  is  also  considering  a  second 
Sunday  School  and  fellowship  time. 


BY  RONI  SANDERS 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Gonzales  sent  a  mission  team  to  New 
Orleans  on  Sept.  16,  the  church’s  fifth  trip 
since  Hurricane  Katrina  hit.  Mission  trips 
are  also  planned  for  October,  November, 
and  December  with  specific  dates  to  be 
determined  later. 

A  study  conducted  by  the  Nelson  A. 
Rockefeller  Institute  of  Government  and 
the  Public  Affairs  Research  Council  of 
Louisiana,  stated  that,  “Nonprofits  and 
faith-based  organizations  helped  fill  a 
tremendous  gap  left  in  the  response  by  the 
state,  local,  and  federal  governments.  In 
many  instances,  representatives  of  these 
organizations  were  the  first  to  reach  com¬ 
munities  that  were  devastated  by  the  hurri¬ 
cane.” 

Faith-based  organizations  in  Gonzales 
continue  to  be  leaders  in  this  effort.  First 
UMC’s  mission  trips  have  been  coordinat¬ 
ed  through  the  Conference  Disaster 
Recovery  Ministry. 

Marcelo  Cornejo,  a  member  of  First 
UMC  Gonzales  has  experienced  cleaning 
out  a  home  and  yard  in  Lakeview.  He  says 
the  experience  was  an  enlightening  one. 
Once  they  finished  their  work,  Marcelo 
says  he  took  a  walk  around  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  to  see  the  damages.  “It  really  hit  me 


hard  about  the  losses  that  people  had 
incurred,  and  I  just  couldn’t  imagine  the 
pain  that  they  were  feeling.  A  whole  life  of 
working  and  saving-then  everything  was 
gone  in  such  a  short  amount  of  time.  I 
saw  that  life  is  about  caring,  loving,  and 
sharing.  It  is  about  giving  praise  and 
thanks  to  God  who  provides  for  us  all.” 

John  Krause,  missions  chairperson  for 
First  UMC  Gonzales,  was  part  of  a  group 
that  emptied  a  flooded  home  of  its  contents 
and  even  helped  the  homeowners  find  a 
few  buried  treasures  in  the  rubble.  He  com¬ 
mented,  “You  find  yourself  feeling  their 
pain  and  helping  them,  not  only  with  the 
physical  labor  but  with  healing  from  the 
devastation.” 

John’s  wife,  Linda,  is  co-chair  of  mis¬ 
sions.  She  added,  “The  most  important 
thing  in  mission  work  is  taking  care  of  the 
need  at  hand,  whatever  that  need  may  be. 
There  is  so  much  more  to  missions  than 
that,  though.  The  love  that  flows  between 
the  recipients  and  the  missioners-and 
among  the  missioners  themselves-  is  really 
unexplainable.” 

The  Krauses  have  been  leading  the 
mission  teams  at  First  UMC  Gonzales  for 
several  years,  encouraging  others  to 
become  God’s  hands  and  feet  in  local, 
national,  and  international  mission  efforts. 


John  Krause,  top,  missions  chairperson  for  First  UMC  Gonzales,  serves  as  part  of  a  team 
from  the  church  that  emptied  a  flooded  home  in  New  Orleans  of  its  contents.  Although 
'hot,  tired  and  dirty,' volunteers  from  First  UMC  say  that  they  will  be  back  because  they 
have  'made  love  their  choice.' 
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Strengthening  the  Black  Church 
Fifth  Annual 

W.  T.  Handy  Convocation 

Nov.17-18,  2006 

Holiday  Inn  Dowtown,  by  the  Superdome 
330  Loyola  Ave.,  New  Orleans 
(504)  581-1600 


Registration  Fees 

ADULTS  $35  each  /  YOUNG  ADULTS  and  YOUTH  $20  each 
Overnight  accommodations  not  included  in  the  registration  fee 
Contact  HOLIDAY  INN  directly  for  room  reservations 
Room  rates:  $86  Single/double  $101  Triple/quad 

Guest  speaker  will  be  Rev.  Stephen  Handy 
Theme:  "Coming  Together  in  Jesus  Name"  Psalm  133:1 


REGISTRATION  FORM 


Name 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


Phone  # 


Email 


Church  name 


Church  district 


Church  position 


Youth 


Young  adults 


_ Adult_ 

(PLEASE  CHECK  ONE)  " 


PLEASE  MAKE  CHECKS  PAYABLE  TO: 
LA.  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 
MAILING  ADDRESS: 

ALONZO  J.  CAMPBELL 
POBOX  193 

DENHAM  SPRINGS,  LA  70727 

PHONE:  (225)  664-7979 

EMAIL:  robumc@yahoo.com 


FAX:  (225)  664-7955 


Methodist  king  of  Tonga  dies  at  age  88  in  Auckland 


Churches  challenge 
CBS  over  'Survivor' 

SAN  FRANCISCO  (UMNS)  -  In  four 
cities  in  California  and  Nevada,  United 
Methodists  turned  out  Sept.  10  to  send  a 
message  of  disapproval  to  CBS  over  its 
new  format  for  the  “Survivor”  television 
series. 

Aware  of  the  CBS  network’s  decision  to 
start  its  new  “Survivor”  season  with  a  plan 
to  segregate  contestants  by  race  and  pit 
them  against  each  other,  Bishop  Beverly  J. 
Shamana  put  a  call  out  to  churches  around 
the  conference  to  protest  “Survivor:  Cook 
Island.” 

In  San  Francisco,  Fresno  and 
Sacramento,  Calif.,  and  Reno,  Nev.,  United 
Methodists  representing  the  ethnic  diversi¬ 
ty  of  the  denomination’s  Califomia- 
Nevada  Annual  (regional)  Conference 
gathered  outside  the  offices  of  CBS  affili¬ 
ates  KPIX-TV,  KOVR,  KTVN  and  KJEO. 

The  Cal-Nevada  Conference  represents 
more  than  24  different  ethnic  groups,  and 
many  responded  to  the  call. 

In  San  Francisco,  a  crowd  of  more  than 
100  from  Glide  Memorial,  Epworth, 
Temple,  Downs  Memorial  and  Taylor 
United  Methodist  churches,  and  as  far 
away  as  San  Jose  Calvary,  carried  signs  in 
Spanish,  Tongan  and  English,  with  mes¬ 
sages  such  as  “God  did  not  divide  us  by 
race  -  why  let  CBS  divide  us.”  People 
from  other  faith  groups  joined  them. 

“It  was  something  to  see  so  many  dif¬ 
ferent  ethnic  groups  take  part  in  the 
protest,”  said  Irene  Jones,  a  member  from 
Downs  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church.  “We  may  have  been  from  different 
ethnic  groups,  but  we  were  all  in  agree¬ 
ment.  We  just  wanted  CBS  to  know  that 
their  show  sends  the  wrong  message.” 

Shamana,  interviewed  live  for  the 
evening  news,  called  “Survivor:  Cook 
Island”  an  affront  because  it  sought  to 
make  money  from  pitting  ethnic  groups 
against  each  other,  under  the  guise  of 
entertainment.  “Race-baiting  for  commer¬ 
cial  ratings  and  profit  is  unacceptable,”  she 
said. 

In  the  tiny  community  of  Chester, 

Calif.,  in  the  shadows  of  Mount  Lassen, 
the  youth  group  of  Chester  Community 
United  Methodist  Church,  unable  to  make 
the  trip  to  neighboring  Reno,  decided  to 
make  their  stand  on  the  downtown  streets. 

“There  were  only  eight  of  us,  not 
including  their  pastor,  but  I  was  really 
proud  to  see  them  put  their  faith  into 
action,”  said  the  Rev.  Norma  Powell. 

In  her  letter  calling  churches  to  be 
aware  of  the  program,  Shamana  stated, 

“As  God’s  people  of  the  Califomia-Nevada 
Annual  Conference  we  have  declared  we 
are  one  in  Christ  -  people  of  diverse  cul¬ 
tures,  diverse  geography  and  one  in  Christ. 

It  is  time  for  us  to  provide  visual  proof  that 
we  will  not  tolerate  television  program¬ 
ming  in  our  communities  that  places  our 
human  race  on  the  commercial  auction 
block,  to  be  divided  and  sold  for  the  profit 
of  a  60-second  commercial.” 

Bruno  Cohen,  KOVR  general  manager, 
met  with  protesters  following  the  vigil 
agreed  to  include  Shamana  in  an  upcoming 
dialogue  with  members  of  the  community 
on  issues  relating  to  faith  and  culture. 


AUCKLAND,  New  Zealand  (UMNS) 
—  Tonga’s  King  Taufa’ahau  Tupou  IV,  a 
lay  preacher  in  the  Free  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Church,  died  Sept.  1 0  just  before 
midnight  at  Auckland’s  Mercy  Hospital. 

Tupou,  88,  had  been  critically  ill  for  the 
last  two  months,  and  had  been  receiving 
medical  treatment  in  New  Zealand  since 
April. 

“His  Majesty  King  Taufa’ahau  Tupou 
IV  was  a  great  leader  and  witness  in  the 


Methodist  movement,”  said  the  Rev.  H. 
Eddie  Fox,  a  United  Methodist  and  director 
of  evangelism  for  the  World  Methodist 
Council.  “His  passing  is  a  loss,  not  only  for 
his  people,  but  for  persons  in  the  World 
Methodist  movement.” 

Tupou  served  as  monarch  of  the  1 69 
Pacific  islands  that  compose  the  Kingdom 
of  Tonga  for  41  years.  He  ascended  to  the 
throne  following  the  long  reign  of  his 
mother,  Queen  Salote,  also  a  well-known 


leader  in  the  World  Methodist  movement. 

About  40  percent  of  the  108,000  Tonga 
people  are  members  of  the  Free  Wesleyan 
Church,  according  to  a  recent  census. 

Tongans  around  the  world  are  expected 
to  participate  in  a  four-month  grieving  peri¬ 
od,  in  which  they  traditionally  wear  black 
and  grass-weave  mats  wrapped  around 
their  waists. 

The  death  of  Tupou  is  described  as  a  big 
loss  for  the  Tongan  people. 


SEPTEMBER  22,2006 


Louisiana  Conference NiJW! 


7 


A  team  of  1 7  members  from  St.  Charles  United  Methodist  Church  in  Destrehan  are  pic¬ 
tured  with  friends  and  members  of  Park  Temple  Methodist  Church  in  Jovellanos,  Cuba, 
the  sister  church  of  St.  Charles  UMC.The  team  went  from  July  14-21  to  serve  the  people 
of  Park  Temple  Methodist  Church,  providing  a  VBS  program  and  participating  in  the 
church's  100th  anniversary. "St.  Charles  and  Park  Temple  have  had  a  covenant  relation¬ 
ship  for  1 0  years.  Hurricane  Katrina  forced  St.  Charles  UMC  to  postpone  a  trip  in  the  fall 
of  2005,  but  we  were  excited  to  hear  we  would  make  it  for  the  1 00th  anniversary.  What 
they  didn't  tell  us  is  that  Park  Temple  actually  waited  two  years  past  the  real  anniver¬ 
sary  date  in  order  to  celebrate  with  their  brothers  and  sisters  from  the  United  States. 
The  relationship  between  St.  Charles  and  Park  Temple  is  that  important  to  them/'  said 
Rev.  Chris  Blanchard,  pastor  of  St.  Charles  UMC. 


New  York  sidewalk  vigil  is  reminder  of  Sept.  1 1 


Cuban  Mission,  from  page  i 

Tuesday  evening  to  the  congregation. 

“That  night,  and  every  night,  the  church 
was  packed  to  overflowing  with  people 
standing  on  the  outside  of  the  building, 
looking  in  through  windows  and  doors,” 
said  Blanchard. 

The  team  helped  lead  Vacation  Bible 
School  with  puppet  shows,  story  telling, 
singing  and  craft  activities. 

Members  of  the  group  were  fascinated 
by  the  differences  in  worship  style  between 
Cuban  Methodists  and  most  American 
United  Methodists.  “People  arrive  for  serv¬ 
ices  at  least  one  hour  before  they  begin. 
Most  will  stand,  dance,  clap,  sing  loudly 
and  visibly  celebrate  the  presence  of  the 
Lord  in  worship.  Most  services  last  for  two 
and  a  half  hours,  with  no  one  complaining 
about  the  length  of  the  service.  People 

Phone  Manners,  from  page  3 

I  understand  and  appreciate  the  conven¬ 
iences  that  come  with  message  machines 
and  e-mail,  but  common  courtesy  never 
goes  out  of  style.  Particularly  it’s  incum¬ 
bent  on  churches — which  should  place  the 
highest  priority  on  human  connection  in  an 
increasingly  anonymous  society — to  eval¬ 
uate  how  they  answer  their  phones  and  the 
image  they  are  presenting  to  their  mem¬ 
bers  and  the  world. 


September  is 
Open  House  Month 

Open  Hearts  Open  Minds 
Open  Doors 


linger  for  fellowship  in  front  of  the  church, 
standing  in  the  road.  No  one  rushes  home,” 
said  Blanchard. 

The  group  from  Louisiana  was 
impressed  by  the  local  congregation’s 
devotion  to  prayer.  “The  Cuban  church  has 
at  least  four  groups  who  meet  weekly  to 
pray  for  needs  in  their  community  and  for 
our  congregation  in  Destrehan.  We  heard 
report  after  report  of  answered  prayer  lead¬ 
ing  to  spiritual  conversion  of  family  and 
friends,  as  well  as  physical  healings,”  he 
added. 

During  their  time  with  the  congregation 
of  Park  Temple  Methodist,  the  Louisiana 
delegation  expected  to  minister  to  their 
Cuban  friends.  “Instead,  they  ministered  to 
us.  We  found  such  strong  faith,  and  love  of 
the  Lord  and  their  church.” 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Sharon 
Thomas,  vivacious  and  funny,  appears  to 
be  the  picture  of  health.  You  might  not 
think  of  her  contagious  smile  when  you  put 
a  face  on  the  HIV/AIDS  pandemic. 

But  there  she  is,  living  with  AIDS  for 
18  years. 

“We’re  not  all  60-pound  skeletal  people 
anymore.  Not  in  the  United  States  any¬ 
way.” 

Thomas  is  one  of  1 .2  million  people  liv¬ 
ing  with  HIV/AIDS  across  the  United 
States.  Twenty-seven  percent  of  them  are 
older  than  50. 

People  residing  in  the  United  States  are 
living  longer  with  AIDS  due  to  the  anti¬ 
retroviral  medications  available,  known  as 
cocktails. 

The  40  million  across  the  globe  living 
with  the  HIV/AIDS  virus,  the  majority  in 
sub-Saharan  Africa,  are  not  as  likely  to 


BY  LINDA  BLOOM 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  In  the  days  fol¬ 
lowing  the  Sept.  1 1  terrorist  attacks,  the 
Rev.  William  Shillady  took  his  ministry  to 
the  streets. 

As  pastor  of  Park  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church,  near  the  comer  of  Park 
and  E.  86th  Street  in  Manhattan,  Shillady 
found  that  people  in  the  community  appre¬ 
ciated  his  presence  -  as  well  as  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  others  -  on  the  busy  sidewalk  out¬ 
side  the  building. 

“Now  people  expect  this  of  me,”  he 
said. 

So,  as  they  did  on  the  first  anniversary 
of  9/1 1  in  2002,  the  Park  Avenue  staff  had 
a  morning-long  sidewalk  remembrance 
service  for  the  fifth  anniversary. 

The  attacks  are  still  very  much  on  the 
mind  of  New  Yorkers,  according  to  a 
recent  poll  conducted  by  the  New  York 
Times  and  CBS  News.  Two-thirds  said 
they  remained  “very  concerned”  about  the 
possibility  of  another  attack  on  New  York. 
Nearly  a  third  said  they  think  about  Sept. 

1 1  on  a  daily  basis  and  nearly  a  third  are 
still  coping  with  changes  brought  about  by 
the  attacks. 

Joined  by  his  associate  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Sara  Lamar-Sterling,  and  a  few  other  cler¬ 
gy  -  including  the  Rev.  Noel  Chin, 
Metropolitan  New  York  District  superin¬ 
tendent  -  Shillady  gently  offered  a  printed 
prayer  card  to  passers-by.  “Would  you  like 
to  pray  for  one  of  the  heroes  of  9/11?”  he 
would  ask,  holding  out  the  card,  each  of 
which  listed  a  name  of  someone  lost  that 
day. 

“Thank  you  for  being  here  five  years 
ago  for  us,”  a  passing  woman  told  Shillady. 
Dressed  in  a  black  suit  with  an  American 
flag  lapel  pin,  she  was  on  her  way  to  a 
memorial  service. 

The  Rev.  Truman  Brooks,  pastor  of 
Westchester  (Pa.)  United  Methodist 
Church,  left  his  Pennsylvania  home  at  5 
a.m.  to  assist  Shillady,  arriving  on  the 
Upper  East  Side  after  a  three-and-a-half- 
hour  drive. 

Brooks  had  participated  in  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  listening  post  at  the  Park  Avenue 
church  about  a  week  and  a  half  after  the 
Sept.  1 1  tragedy,  talking  with  some  80  peo- 


have  access  to  the  pharmaceutical  cocktails 
to  extend  their  lives. 

Thomas,  the  vice  chairperson  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  West  Ohio  AIDS 
Ministries  Committee,  was  one  of  more 
than  150  United  Methodists  from  all  over 
the  United  States  to  network,  strategize, 
and  energize  one  another  for  the  continuing 
fight  against  HIV/AIDS  during  a  Sept.  8-9 
conference  in  Washington. 

Dr.  Cherian  Thomas,  of  the  United 
Methodist  Global  Ministries’  health  and 
welfare  unit,  told  the  conference  attendees 
that  the  HIV/AIDS  disease  can  be  com¬ 
pared  to  “a  forest  fire  that  is  blazing.” 

“Our  immediate  response  is  to  put  the 
fire  out,  but  sometimes  we  cannot  douse 
the  fire,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Thomas  detailed  four  interventions  - 
prevention,  treatment,  care  and  support  -  to 
battle  the  flames  of  what  the  United 


pie  seeking  solace.  “Five  years  ago,  it  was 
an  amazing  day  of  ministry,”  he  recalled. 

On  this  day,  people  hurried  along  the 
sidewalk  to  work  or  to  school,  but  many 
took  the  prayer  cards.  One  woman  in  a 
medical  uniform  murmured  that  she  was 
late  for  work  but  then  stopped  to  take  the 
copy  of  Prayers  from  Ground  Zero  that 
Brooks  handed  to  her. 

Copies  of  the  book,  written  by  the  Rev. 
James  McGraw  -  who  was  pastor  of  John 
Street  United  Methodist  Church,  a  few 
blocks  from  Ground  Zero,  in  2001  -  were 
donated  by  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Another  downtown  pastor,  the  Rev. 
James  K.  Law,  pastor  of  Chinese  United 
Methodist  Church,  also  was  distributing  the 
book  to  passersby.  “I  find  this  a  very  pow¬ 
erful  resource,”  he  said.  “I  hope  a  lot  of 
people  just  keep  this  and  use  it.” 

A  few  people  lingered  as  Lamar- 
Sterling  rang  a  bell  at  8:46  a.m.  and  9:03 
a.m.  to  mark  the  times  the  planes  hit  the 
towers.  The  bell  sat  on  a  table  covered  with 
a  cloth  full  of  comments  written  with 
markers  in  the  weeks  after  Sept.  1 1 . 

Prayers  followed  those  and  later  tolling  of 
the  bells. 

The  Rev.  Elizabeth  Perry,  pastor  of 
Lexington  Avenue  United  Methodist 
Church,  also  on  the  Upper  East  Side,  said 
she  believes  New  Yorkers  are  dealing  with 
the  fifth  anniversary  in  different  ways. 

“Some  people  are  tired  of  hearing  about 
it  and  think  we  should  move  on,”  she 
noted.  But  then  she  pointed  out  that  a 
woman  who  stood  next  to  her  in  front  of 
the  Park  Avenue  church  as  the  bell  rang  at 
9:03  a.m.  had  shared  that  she  had  been 
only  three  blocks  from  the  towers  when 
they  fell  and  had  feared  she  would  not  five 
to  make  it  home  to  Brooklyn. 

The  Rev.  Clayton  Miller  of  Larchmont, 
N.Y.,  the  retired  council  director  of  the 
denomination’s  New  York  Annual  (region¬ 
al)  Conference,  said  area  clergy  had  felt  the 
effects  of  9/1 1  and  some  had  left  the  con¬ 
ference  to  pursue  other  goals. 

After  the  attacks,  he  added,  “I  think 
clergy,  like  many  other  people,  began  to 
evaluate,  ‘Is  this  what  I  want  to  do  with  my 
life?”’ 


Nations  has  called  a  “global  emergency.” 

“If  you  really  want  to  fight  a  forest  fire, 
you  have  to  have  forest  fighters  trained,  an 
organizational  structure  in  place  and  a  sys¬ 
tem  that  prevents  the  fire,”  said  Dr. 

Thomas.  He  lifted  up  the  revitalized  United 
Methodist  hospitals  in  Asia  and  Africa  as 
such  a  system. 

In  particular,  Dr.  Thomas  praised  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  Chicuque 
Hospital  in  Mozambique,  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Bishop  Joao  Machado,  another 
speaker  at  the  conference. 

The  last  conference  for  United 
Methodists  on  HIV/AIDS  was  held  20 
years  ago  in  San  Francisco. 

“We’re  not  going  to  drop  the  ball  this 
time,”  said  the  Rev.  Donald  Messer,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Center  for  the  Church  and  Global 
AIDS. 


Conference  rallies  faithful  to  global  challenges  of  AIDS 
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Alive  Now  magazine  gives  voice  to  storm  stories  with  special 


-  SiMENIttJOcm 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  -  No  one  of  us  has  the  whole 
picture.  We  need  each  other’s  stories  to  see  more  of 
who  God  is,  how  God  is  at  work,  and  to  see  what’s  pos¬ 
sible,  says  the  Rev.  Ellen  Alston,  a  Louisiana  clergy- 
woman. 

Alston  served  as  guest  editor  of  a  special  issue  of 
Alive  Now  magazine  that  gives  voice  to  personal  stories 
from  last  year’s  hurricanes.  “The  writings  and  artwork 
reflect  the  experience  of  extreme  loss  and  destruction, 
how  we  deal  with  it,  and  what  to  do  next  when  we  are 
‘hurricaned’  in  any  way,”  says  Alston. 

Every  state,  every  person  has  been  affected  by  the 
winds,  water,  and  ripples  of  these  storms,  continues 
Alston,  and  this  issue  of  Alive  Now  serves  to  remind  us 
that  we  are  not  alone,  that  God  is  with  us,  showing  us 
new  connections  and  possibilities. 

“I  was  deeply  moved  by  these  first-person  accounts 
of  a  common  heartbreak,”  adds  the  Rev.  Stephen 
Bryant,  publisher  of  Upper  Room  Ministries.  “I  sat 
down  and  read  it  straight  through.  God’s  grace  is 
apparent  and  abundant  on  every  page,  even  in  the  midst 
of  pain  and  tragedy.  Ellen  and  the  staff  editors  have 
created  a  helpful,  relevant  resource  that  hopefully  will 
contribute  to  the  spiritual  growth  and  healing  of  us  all.” 

When  Katrina  hit,  Alston  was  pastor  at  Covenant 
United  Methodist  in  St.  Bernard  Parish,  just  east  of  New 
Orleans.  The  church  and  the  parsonage  were  badly 
damaged. 

While  Alston  was  displaced.  The  Upper  Room 


"Out  of  the  Whirlwind"  issue 

offered  her  a  temporary  assignment  to  lead  “Out  of  the 
Whirlwind”  writing  workshops  and  help  others  write 
and  share  their  experiences  of  Katrina. 

“Writing  helps  us  claim  our  experiences  and  gives 
us  distance  from  our  innermost  thoughts,  so  we  can  try 
on  different  ways  to  talk  about  them.  Every  one  has  a 
story  to  tell  and  by  telling  it  we  give  each  other  perspec¬ 
tive  on  God’s  story,  which  encompasses  all,”  says 
Alston. 

“We  hosted  several  writing  workshops  that  attracted 
residents,  students,  and  mission  volunteers  seeking  to 
make  theological  sense  of  their  experiences,”  adds 
Alston.  “Writing  and  storytelling  help  us  discover 
meaning.  It  would  be  too  easy  to  let  devastation  and 
tragedies  define  our  lives  and  to  go  no  further.  As  peo¬ 
ple  of  faith,  we  are  looking  for  what  we  cannot  yet  see; 
trusting  God  to  bring  forth  new  life  even  from  the  most 
tragic  of  circumstances.  It  takes  practice  to  reach  for 
and  to  be  given  such  meaning.  We  can  cultivate  our 
readiness  by  listening  for  God  in  our  own  and  in  one 
another’s  stories.” 

Bryant  hopes  churches  and  church  leaders  will  use 
the  magazine  as  a  springboard  for  telling  their  own  sto¬ 
ries  and  to  better  understand  their  brothers  and  sisters 
living  in  the  affected  regions.  Copies  of  “Out  of  the 
Whirlwind”,  the  September/October  issue  of  Alive  Now, 
are  available  for  purchase  by  contacting  The  Upper 
Room  at  (800)  972-0433  or  at  www.upperroom.org. 


Family  Dinner  Day  set 

The  La.  Annual  Conference  and  the 
Conference  Board  of  Discipleship  are  join¬ 
ing  forces  with  The  National  Center  on 
Addiction  and  Substance  Abuse  (CASA)  at 
Columbia  University  to  celebrate  the  sixth 
annual  “Family  Day — a  Day  to  Eat  Dinner 
with  Your  Children”  set  for  Sept.  25,  2006. 

Launched  by  CASA  in  2001,  “Family 
Day”  is  a  growing  national  effort  to  pre¬ 
vent  substance  abuse  in  kids  and  teens  by 
encouraging  parental  engagement  and 
increased  parent-child  communication 
through  the  simple  act  of  having  dinner 
together  frequently. 

“Family  Day  2005”  was  a  huge  success, 
with  President  George  W.  Bush  and  the 
governors  of  47  states  issuing  proclama¬ 
tions. 

CASA’s  research  has  consistently 
shown  that  the  more  often  children  eat  din¬ 
ner  with  their  families,  the  less  likely  they 
are  to  smoke,  drink  or  use  illegal  drugs. 

“I  encourage  every  family  to  make  time 
daily  for  meals  where  everyone  is  gathered 
around  the  table,  sharing  the  day’s  events. 
Meaningful  conversations  grow  from 
spending  time  together,”  said  Bishop 
William  W.  Hutchinson,  Episcopal  leader 
for  the  Louisiana  Area. 

For  additional  information  on  “Family 
Day,”  visit  www.CASAFamilyDay.org. 


Louisiana  Tech  Wesley 
Foundation 
Homecoming  Reunion 
For  all  alumni 
Oct.  13-15 
Register  by  calling 
(318)  255-3112 
or  visit 

www.latechwesley.org 
By  Sept.  29 


INCOME . .  .You  Can  Depend  On 


Avoid  the  uncertainty  of  the  financial 
markets  with  a  Charitable  Gift  Annuity. 

With  a  Charitable  Gift  Annuity,  you  can 
depend  on: 

■  A  steady  stream  of  lifetime  income 

■  Rates  of  up  to  11.3%,  depending 
on  your  age 

■  A  charitable  income  tax  deduction 

■  The  knowledge  that  you’re  supporting 
your  favorite  United  Methodist 
ministries 


To  find  out  how  much  lifetime  income 
you  can  depend  on,  contact  us. 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- mf Louisiana - 


8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70809 

(225)  346-1535  or  (800)  256-9317 
www.umf.org 


Visit  the  La. 
Conference 
website  at 
www.la-umc.org 
to  obtain 
resources  for 
Laity  Sunday 
Oct.  1 5 


Habitat  /5 


St.  Andrews  UMC  /5 
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United  Methodists  and  Episcopalians  commune  together 


Bishop  Warner  H.  Brown,  Jr.  and 
Bishop  William  Oden  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  Bishop  Franklin 
Brookhart,  Jr.  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  cel¬ 
ebrated  Holy  Communion  together  for  the 
first  time  in  history  in  Denver,  Friday,  Sept. 
8,  as  a  part  of  a  dialogue-study  group 


between  United  Methodists  and  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

Bishop  Oden  is  the  Ecumenical  Officer 
of  the  Council  of  Bishops  and  through  that 
position  has  been  in  dialogue  with  Bishop 
Brookhart  and  others  from  the  Episcopal 
Church  for  several  years.  While  there  are 


many  issues  still  to  be  resolved,  agreement 
has  been  reached  that  there  is  enough  com¬ 
monality  of  belief  and  understandings 
around  Holy  Communion  or  The  Eucharist, 
that  Methodists  and  Episcopals  can  share 

See  Communion, page  6 


Dillard  University  reopens  on  its  own  campus 


BY  LINDA  GREEN 

Dillard  University  is  back  in  busi¬ 
ness  at  its  campus  in  New  Orleans. 

On  Sept.  16,  student  registration 
began  on  the  campus  of  United 
Methodist-related  Dillard  University, 
marking  the  return  of  the  136-year-old 
historically  black  college,  which  flood¬ 
ed  after  Hurricane  Katrina  struck  the 
Gulf  Coast  Aug.  29,  2005.  Student  ori¬ 
entation  began  Sept.  1 8,  and  the  col¬ 
lege’s  president  could  not  have  been 
happier. 

Dillard  President  Marvalene  Hughes 
met  with  students  and  parents  during  on 
registration  day.  “I  am  happy,”  she  said. 
“I  was  with  the  students  and  parents, 
and  to  me  that  is  the  life  of  a  college 
experience.  On  Saturday,  Sept.  16, 1  felt 
like  a  totally  new  person.  It  was  a  day  I 
had  long  looked  forward  to  and  so  had 
everyone  else,”  she  said. 

Hughes  had  just  started  her  tenure  as 
president  when  Hurricane  Katrina  came 
ashore.  She  evacuated  the  campus 
before  the  floods.  Before  joining 
Dillard  University,  she  served  for  1 1 
years  as  president  of  California  State 
University  at  Stanislaus. 

She  described  Sept.  16  as  very  cele¬ 
bratory  with  students  cheering  one 
another’s  arrival.  “It  was  a  very  vibrant 
time  for  our  campus,”  Hughes  said. 
Returning  students  were  scheduled  to 
arrive  the  week  of  Sept.  25,  and  ‘five 
will  know  then  how  many  students  we 
will  have  for  the  year,”  she  said. 

Hughes  said  she  “hopes  that  we  will 
have  at  least  55  percent  of  our  student 
population,”  to  meet  budget  projections, 
which  are  driven  by  student  enrollment 
and  affect  faculty,  staff  and  programs, 
she  said.  “This  will  be  an  important  and 
defining  moment  for  us.”  She  added:  “I 
would  be  surprised  if  we  don’t  make 
that  target.” 

No  one  knows  if  and  when  the 
school  will  reach  its  pre-Katrina  enroll- 

See  Dillard,  page  3 


Marvalene  Hughes  (right),  president  of  United  Methodist-related  Dillard  University, 
helps  a  student  register  for  housing  on  Sept.  16,  marking  the  return  of  the  1 36-year- 
old  historically  black  college  to  its  own  campus  in  New  Orleans. The  school  was 
flooded  after  Hurricane  Katrina  struck  the  Gulf  Coast  Aug.  29, 2005.  "I  felt  like  a 
totally  new  person.  It  was  a  day  I  had  long  looked  forward  to,  and  so  had  everyone 
else,"  Hughes  said.  A  UMNS  photo  courtesy  of  Dillard  University. 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


They're  Rocking  in  the  Superdome! 


They’re  rocking  in  the  Superdome 
tonight!  It’s  September  25,  2006  and 
that  recent  symbol  of  misery  and  shame 
has  been  transformed  into  a  packed  stadi¬ 
um  of  proud  New  Orleanians  and  a  few 
stragglers  from  other  parts  of  the  state! 
They  are  twirling  those  white  towels, 
shouting  at  the  top  of  their  lungs,  and 
supporting  their  beloved  Saints  for  all 
they  are  worth! 

There  aren’t  any  sack-covered  heads 
there  tonight!  There  aren't  any  signs 
being  brandished  that  have  that  awful 
put-down,  “Aints”  written  on  them.  In 
fact,  if  there  are  any  signs  about  the  exis¬ 
tence  and  stature  of  the  football  team 
from  The  Big  Easy,  it  is  more  like  the 
“We  Ares!”  What  a  blessed  feeling,  a 
prideful  feeling,  and  a  satisfied  feeling  is 
brought  about  by  such  demonstration  of 
support!  If  ever  a  city  needed  something 
to  celebrate,  it  is  New  Orleans. 

And  over  the  past  weekend,  I  was 
overjoyed  to  see  cattle  drives,  barbeques, 
church  services  and  family  get  togethers 
celebrated  in  Southwest  Louisiana  as  the 
Rita  ravaged  areas  made  the  same  state¬ 
ment  -  “We  ain’t  down  yet! 

Tonight  I  feel  like  the  writer  of 
Hebrews  must  have  felt  when  the  eternal 
words  were  penned,  “Therefore,  since  we 
are  surrounded  by  so  great  a  cloud  of 
witnesses,  let  us  also  lay  aside  every 
weight,  and  sin  which  clings  so  closely, 
and  let  us  run  with  perseverance  the  race 
that  is  set  before  us,  looking  to  Jesus  the 
pioneer  and  perfecter  of  our  faith,  who 
for  the  joy  that  was  set  before  him 
endured  the  cross,  despising  the  shame, 
and  is  seated  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
throne  of  God.”  (Hebrews  12:  1&2) 

Those  raucous  fans  leaning  over  the 
rails  in  the  Superdome  are  exemplary  of 
how  I  view  the  magnificent  Host  of 
Heaven  that  is  there  to  cheer  us  on  in  our 
race  in  this  life.  I’m  not  sure  they  are 
dressed  out  in  choir  robes  and  chanting 
some  Gregorian  chant  as  we  plod  around 
the  track.  Instead,  I  think  they  have  tow¬ 
els  of  their  own,  and  they  are  as  excited 
as  any  football  crowd.  They  lean  far 
over  the  battlements  of  heaven  and  cheer 
us  as  if  we  are  their  favorite  running 
back,  or  the  tight  end  that  just  caught  the 
winning  touchdown  pass.  They  know 
the  game  is  rough  and  the  conditioning 
to  play  is  rigorous,  but  they  also  know 
what  it  means  to  score  big  and  to  best 
our  opponent.  I  like  playing  in  their 
presence!  I  like  this  home  field  advan¬ 
tage  they  provide!  I  love  their  cheers 
and  their  exultant  songs  of  encourage¬ 
ment.  And  the  Golden  Band  from 
Heaven’s  Land  is  the  best  I  have  heard! 

_ 


Seeing  this  foot¬ 
ball  game  tonight 
(though  I  normally 
wouldn’t  watch  five 
minutes  of  it!)  is  so 
refreshing  compared 
to  all  the  newscasts 
of  horror  and  sorrow. 
It  is  far  superior  to 
the  dreadful  and 
sickening  political 
rhetoric  that  is  being  spewed  over  the  air¬ 
waves  these  days.  It  is  much  more 
encouraging  than  the  dismal  reports  of 
failures  of  organizations  and  agencies 
that  are  charged  with  rebuilding  our  state. 

You  may  say,  “Oh,  Bishop,  you  are 
getting  a  little  carried  away  with  your 
comparisons.”  If  you  think  so,  go  ahead. 
But  I  am  ready  for  a  little  good  news! 
And  so  are  all  the  people  with  whom  I 
closely  associate.  And  here  is  some  good 
news!  Here  is  a  sign  of  returning  life, 
and  a  symbol  of  resurrected  hope. 

By  the  time  you  read  this,  the  score  of 
this  contest  between  the  Saints  and  the 
Falcons  will  have  been  decided  and  writ¬ 
ten  for  eternity  in  the  record  books.  And 
you  will  know  whether  there  is  great 
rejoicing  in  “Mudville”  or  whether 
“Mighty  Casey  has  struck  out.”  (I  recog¬ 
nize  the  mixed  metaphors!)  But  for  now, 
for  this  fleeting  moment  in  time,  I  hear 
the  television  broadcasting  sounds  of 
great  excitement  and  joy.  It’s  so  much 
better  than  what  we  have  heard  for  over 
a  year  now!  And  I’m  ready  for  more! 
Ain’t  you? 

As  we  continue  to  go  about  rebuilding 
our  lives,  our  churches,  and  our  society 
may  we  hear  those  excited  sounds  from 
that  heavenly  stadium  of  all  who  have 
finished  their  race  and  who  now  wear 
their  own  golden  crowns.  They  want  us 
to  endure.  They  want  us  to  have  honor. 
They  want  us  to  persevere.  They  want 
us  to  run,  run,  run  until  all  the  victories 
are  won  and  we  join  them  at  last  to  cheer 
the  next  teams  who  are  coming  in  our 
wake.  It’s  a  blessed  vision  to  behold. 

God  bless  all  of  us  as  we  continue  on 
our  journey.  It  is  a  great  day  to  behold  a 
new  heaven  and  a  new  earth.  Thanks  be 
to  God  who  has  given  us  a  great  cheering 
section  on  our  way. 

In  Christ’s  love. 

Bill  Hutchinson 


feu 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Bishop  urges  energy  efficient  light  bulb  use 


The  federal  government  is  encouraging 
Americans  to  change  one  or  more  lights  to 
compact  fluorescents.  Each  bulb  will  save 
$30  in  electricity  and  reduce  green  house 
gas  emissions  by  450  pounds  over  its  life¬ 
time.  If  you  decide  to  change  bulbs,  visit 
the  “Change  a  Light”  page  and  sign  the 
pledge  www.energystar.gov/changealight. 

There  are  even  coupons  available  to 
cover  the  cost  of  the  bulbs.  If  every  church 
in  the  Conference  changes  one  bulb,  we 
can  save  more  than  $15,000  dollars  and 
reduce  emissions  by  over  225,000  pounds! 
That’s  good  financial  and  environmental 
stewardship.  The  Energy  Saver  web  site 
has  other  information  on  cost  savings. 
Pastors  can  also  contact  Rev.  Cory  Sparks, 


who  is  coordinating  church  rebuilding 
programs  for  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference.  He  can  talk  about  savings  his 
church  has  found  and  suggest  opportunities 
for  your  congregation.  His  email  is: 
cory@carrolltonmethodist.org  . 

Here’s  a  way  we  all  can  help  with  a 
major  problem  in  our  world.  Kay  and  I  will 
be  changing  light  bulbs  in  our  home,  and 
we  invite  you  to  join  this  effort  and  let’s 
begin  to  help  reverse  some  very  damaging 
effects  our  way  of  living  is  having  on  the 
environment. 

God  bless  you  all  and  know  that  you  are  in 
myprayers  regularly  and  you  are  in  my 
heart  always.  -  Bill  Hutchinson 


Jackson  Area  Ministries  seeks  donations 


Congregations,  United  Methodist 
Women  units,  Sunday  school  classes,  youth 
groups  and  individuals  from  the  Louisiana 
Annual  conference  helped  Jackson  Area 
Ministries  provide  vegetable  seeds,  tomato 
plants,  seed  potatoes  and  even  flowers  to 
over  2,000  family  and  individual  gardens. 
The  JAM  Garden  Project  in  2006  initiated 
2,455  gardens  throughout  the  1 5  counties 
of  southeast  Ohio.  Three  hundred  seventy 


four  contributions  came  from  34  states. 
Since  the  early  1970’s,  Jackson  Area 
Ministries  has  been  assisting  families  and 
individuals  improve  their  own  food  supply 
by  enabling  them  to  grow  their  own  veg¬ 
etable  garden. 

Donors  may  participate  by  sending 
inquiries  to  JAM  Gardening,  P.  O.  Box 
603,  Jackson,  OH  45640.  Phone  (888)  237- 
3141  oremailjamjar@bright.net. 


Congregations  invited  to  download  "Hallelujah  Chorus 


Invite  your  congregation  to  sing  the 
“Hallelujah  Chorus”  from  Handel’s 
“Messiah”  on  Christ  the  King  Sunday, 
Nov.  26.  The  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  worship  and  music  web  site 
offers  three  versions  of  this  classic  fof 
choir  or  congregation  -  hymnal  score  and 


PDF  score  for  bulletin  inserts  or  handouts, 
and  PowerPoint  score  for  projection. 
Download  it  for  free  at 

http://www.gbod.org/worship/default.as 
p?act=reader&item_id=  1 5886&loc_id=  1 7„ 
897,745 


The  contemporary  Charles  Wesley 


Charles  Wesley  has  enjoyed  a  privileged 
place  in  the  hymnals  and  songbooks  of 
every  generation.  Two  things  are  happen¬ 
ing  today:  1 )  those  raised  on  contemporary 
music,  praise  songs,  choruses,  and  emer¬ 
gent  congregations  are  discovering  the 
value  and  importance  of  including  tradi¬ 
tional  hymns,  especially  those  of  the  great 
writers  like  Wesley  and  Watts,  in  their  wor¬ 
ship  repertoire;  and  2)  contemporary  musi¬ 


cians  and  recording  artists  are  experiment¬ 
ing  with  putting  Wesley’s  words  into  a 
variety  of  modem  musical  styles  and 
idioms.  How  successful  are  these  attempts? 
Does  Wesley  still  speak  today? An  article 
entitled  “The  Contemporary  Charles 
Wesley,”  found  at  the  website 
http://www.gbod.org/worship/default.asp?a 
ct=reader&item_id=18165,  answers  those 
questions. 
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'Living  the  Social  Principles' workshops  held  throughout  the  conference 


United  Methodists  throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference  participated  in  a  series  of 
workshops  focusing  on  the  Social  Principles  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  held  Sept. 
23-27  and  led  by  Wanda  Holcombe,  instructing  right.  Holcombe,  Peace  with  Justice 
Coordinator  for  the  Southwest  Texas  Conference,  is  leading  the  events  throughout  the 
connection  on  the  behalf  of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society.  Participating  in 
one  of  the  six  workshops  were,  above.  Rev.  Connie  Saizon,  pastor  of  St.  Landry  in 
Gonzales  and  associate  pastor  for  Roberts-St.  Luke  UMCs;  Joyce  Robinson,  volunteer  Ma¬ 
son  between  the  La.  United  Methodist  Disaster  Recovey  Ministry  and  FEMA;  and  Renee 
Craft,  director  of  United  Methodist  HOPE  Ministries. 


Studying  the  Social  Principles  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  gives  us  an 
indication  of  how  to  deal  with  specific 
issues  of  social  justice,  says  Wanda 
Holcombe,  Peace  with  Justice 
Coordinator  for  the  Southwest  Texas 
Conference. 

Holcombe,  who  facilitates  “Living 
the  Social  Principles”  events  across  the 
connection,  led  six  such  workshops  Sept. 
23-27  throughout  the  Louisiana  confer¬ 
ence. 

“When  we  examine  the  Social 
Principles,  we  see  that  they  are  designed 
to  help  members  of  local  churches  think 
about  how  individuals  might  affect  the 
trends,  structures  and  attitudes  of  society 
that  keep  injustices  in  place,”  said 
Holcombe. 

In  each  workshop,  the  participants  are 
broken  into  six  smaller  groups,  one  for 
each  category  found  in  the  Social 
Principles.  “The  groups  begin  by  brain¬ 
storming  about  social  concerns,  followed 
by  looking  at  the  principles  to  discuss 
the  church’s  position  on  each  one,”  said 
Holcombe,  who  is  funded  by  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  to  present 
these  workshops  throughout  the  connec¬ 
tion. 

At  the  conclusion  of  each  event,  par¬ 
ticipants  suggest  action  steps  in  address¬ 
ing  social  justice  issues.  “That  informa¬ 
tion  is  presented  to  the  conference  Board 
of  Church  and  Society.  These  sugges¬ 
tions  and  feedback  serve  as  a  barometer 
for  the  board  as  it  seeks  to  be  of  service 
to  the  conference,  helping  them  pay 
attention  to  those  issues  that  are  most 
relevant  to  the  people  of  Louisiana,”  she 
added. 

The  workshops  also  celebrate  100 
years  of  the  church’s  Social  Creed, 
developed  in  1907  by  a  group  of 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  leaders  in 


Washington,  D.  C.  Through  the  years, 
the  Social  Creed  was  revised,  expanded 
and  perfected  to  meet  the  perceived  new 
needs,  largely  under  the  ministry  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 
Since  1972,  the  board  has  been  consid¬ 
ered  the  “trustee”  of  the  Social 
Principles,  a  direct  out-growth  of  the 
Social  Creed. 

Holcombe  was  “amazed”  by  the  large 
turnouts  at  all  six  of  the  Louisiana  work¬ 
shops.  “At  all  but  one,  we  had  over  60 
people  in  attendance.  I  usually  have  only 
30  to  50  folks.  Everyone  was  enthusias¬ 
tic  about  joining  in  with  lots  of  respons¬ 
es  and  dialogue,”  she  said. 

Holcombe  feels  that  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society’s  commit¬ 
ment  to  these  workshops  is  a  clear  indi¬ 
cation  of  the  board’s  desire  to  remain 
connected  to  annual  conferences  and 
local  churches.  “The  board  cares  about 
the  church,  and  ‘Living  the  Social 
Principles’  is  one  way  of  providing  prac¬ 
tical  help,”  said  Holcombe. 

The  church  must  play  a  role  in  calling 
for  this  kind  of  dialogue,  she  added,  to 
call  for  this  dialogue  so  that  change  can 
ultimately  occur.  The  way  that  dialogue 
is  conducted,  Holcombe  stressed,  is  the 
key  to  making  progress. 

“We  model  respectful  Christian  dia¬ 
logue  in  the  workshops,  using  ‘I’  state¬ 
ments  when  expressing  personal  opin¬ 
ions.  We  listen  without  interrupting,  and 
we  do  not  blame  each  other  for  our  pain 
and  anger,”  she  explained,  acknowledg¬ 
ing  that  the  Social  Principles  can  evoke 
strong  emotions  in  discussion. 

Holcombe  believes  in  the  strength  of 
Christian  dialogue  and  the  positive 
affects  brought  about  by  studying  the 
Social  Principles.  She  said,  “The  more 
of  these  (workshops)  I  do,  the  more  I 
feel  that  it  is  making  a  difference.” 
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ment  of  1 ,900  students,  the  president  said. 
She  predicted  that  student  growth  will  be 
incremental,  and  she  expressed  concern 
that  misinformation  about  the  safety  of  the 
school  and  the  conditions  of  New  Orleans 
by  the  media  and  others  will  affect  enroll¬ 
ment. 

“The  way  the  New  Orleans  condition  is 
described  does  not  represent  what  those  of 
us  think  it  should  in  living  there,”  she  said. 
“I  have  had  every  kind  of  environmental 
certification  that  is  necessary  conducted  on 
the  campus  and  in  every  space  where  my 
students  are  to  be  formally  affiliated,  and 
I’ve  had  it  done  more  than  once. 

“I  know,  environmentally,  Dillard 
University  is  safe,  and  I  know  that  the 
other  universities  are  safe  too,”  she  said. 

“Dillard  has  spent  close  to  $20  million 
to  ensure  and  attest  that  Dillard’s  campus  is 
not  only  aesthetically  pleasing  but  environ¬ 
mentally  safe,”  she  said  to  United 
Methodist  New  Service  and  in  a  letter  to 
returning  and  prospective  students.  “Soil 
samples  have  been  taken  around  residence 
halls  to  ensure  that  the  grounds  are  free  of 
contaminants;  all  Dillard-owned  grounds 
are  certified  as  safe,”  she  said. 

"The  truth  is  that  all  the  universities  in 
New  Orleans  are  under-enrolled  at  this 
time,  and  we  expect  that  it  will  probably 
take  three  to  five  years  for  us  (the  New 
Orleans  area  colleges)  to  recover  our  stu¬ 
dent  population,”  she  said. 

At  Dillard,  the  entire  campus  was  dam¬ 
aged.  The  school  had  to  rebuild  three 
dorms;  restore  its  classrooms,  administra¬ 
tion  headquarters,  student  union  and  gym¬ 
nasium;  and  re-landscape  the  campus 


grounds.  Restoration  on  the  library  is 
ongoing. 

“We  are  back  only  on  the  front  space  of 
the  campus,  where  buildings  have  been 
reconstructed,”  Hughes  said.  That  work 
included  the  rehabilitation  of  residence 
halls  to  accommodate  860  students.  She 
said  enough  classroom  space  is  available, 
but  the  school  will  rely  on  other  universi¬ 
ties  for  student  library  use  and  health  serv¬ 
ices  for  most  of  the  academic  year. 

“We  are  getting  back  on  our  feet,  and 
that  is  what  is  important,”  Hughes  said. 

Housing  shortage 

The  college  conducted  its  spring  semes¬ 
ter  at  the  Hilton  Hotel  in  downtown  New 
Orleans,  and  1,100  Dillard  students  attend- 
ecLclasses  there.  Eight  hundred  lived  at  the 
hotel,  and  the  remaining  300  drove  to 
classes  each  day. 

Housing  is  not  as  plentiful,  and  many 
faculty  and  staff  are  reconstructing  their 
homes.  “Housing  is  sparse  and  more 
expensive,  but  people  are  making  the 
adjustments  to  come  back,”  Hughes  said. 

She  noted  that  the  students  and  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  area  have  a  strong  resilience 
and  a  determination  that  is  so  “unbeliev¬ 
ably  deep  that  they  will  come  back  because 
that  is  home  for  them.” 

“There  is  something  that  is  so  attractive 
and  magnetic  about  that,  which  is  conta¬ 
gious,”  she  said.  “I  have  caught  it  too.” 

Another  indication  that  the  school  was 
back  was  when  354  Dillard  seniors 
marched  down  the  campus’  historic  Avenue 
of  the  Oaks  July  1  to  receive  their  degrees, 
she  said. 
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Brushwood  UMC  dedicates  new  church  complex  addition 


Brushwood  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dubberly,  La.  hosted  a  dedication  and  ribbon  cutting  ceremony  of  a 
new  addition  to  the  church  complex. The  addition  to  this  Shreveport  District  church  includes  three  Sunday 
School  classrooms  and  an  enlarged  great  room  for  church  gatherings.  A  copy  of  the  original  dedication  pro¬ 
gram  used  by  Brushwood  to  dedicate  the  sanctuary  in  1 948  was  used  almost  word  for  word  during  the  dedica¬ 
tion  of  the  addition.  Construction  of  the  project  was  completed  in  time  for  Vacation  Bible  School  in  July,  a  wed¬ 
ding  reception  and  a  fifth  Sunday  dinner.  Pictured  at  the  dedication  is  the  Brushwood  Board  of  Trustees,  Allene 
Rowland  (seated),  Rev.  John  Lavo,  pastor,  and  Shreveport  District  Superintendent  Rev.  Doug  Cain,  right. 


Bayou  Blue  UMC  Purple  Hatters 

About  a  year  ago,  four  friends  who  were  members  of  Bayou  Blue  United  Methodist  Church  in  the  Acadiana 
Distrist  decided  to  form  their  own  version  of  the  well-known  Red  Hatters  lunch  clubs  for  women.  The  group 
decided  to  be  a  little  different  by  picking  purple  as  their  core  color. "Purple  is  the  color  of  royalty  and  represents 
many  things,  including  power,  healing,  sophistication,  spiritual  growth,  peace  of  mind,  gentleness  and  wisdom. 
These  are  all  attributes  that  we  agreed  to  strive  for,"  said  one  member  of  the  group.  The  four  regularly  got 
together  for  lunch  or  outings,  dressed  in  purple  regalia.  The  group  eventually  expanded  and  decided  that  they 
wanted  to  support  a  community  project.  Simultaneously,  Bayou  Blue  UMC  was  hoping  to  initiate  an  elderly  visi¬ 
tation  program.  Out  of  the  need,  the  Bayou  Blue  UMC  Purple  Angels  were  born!  Once  a  month,  members  don 
purple  outfits,  have  lunch  together  and  then  visit  church  shut-ins  and  at  least  one  nursing  home. "We  hand  out 
our  little  calling  cards  and  what  appear  to  be  Mardi  Gras  beads  but  are  actually  purple  Angel  Beads,  bestowed 
with  love,"  said  Libbi  Moore. "This  ministry  has  been  a  real  blessing  to  those  on  the  receiving  end.  Our  shut-ins 
are  so  happy  to  be  remembered  by  their  church,  and  residents  of  the  nursing  homes  are  full  of  smiles  and 
laughter  when  they  see  us  coming;  everyone  wants  their  Angel  Beads." 


Hurst  UMC 
conducts  VBS 


Hurst  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Plaquemine,  La.  held  Vacation  Bible 
School  July  31  -Aug.  4,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Catherine  Johnson.  "Journey 
into  Hush  Arbor:  Living  in  the 
Imagination  of  God"  by  Arlington 
Press  was  the  curriculum  used  for  this 
year's  school.  The  Afro-centric  pro¬ 
gram  offered  lessons  that  "challenged 
and  enriched  all  age  levels." 

Those  attending  hailed  from  Hurst 
UMC,  area  churches  and  surrounding 
neighborhoods.  Each  day  included  an 
opening  gathering,  Bible  study,  arts 
and  crafts  and  a  closing  session. 
Pictured  above  with  the  pre-school 
class  are  Andrea  Scott  and  Kimberly 
Oubre,  instructors,  with  Rev.  Thomas 
Wesley,  pastor  of  Hurst  UMC.  Other 
instructors  included  Dalecia  Williams, 
Valerie  Tate,  Barbara  Oliver,  Grace 
Holland,  Jennifer  Anderson,  Bina 
Martin  and  Charles  Oubre. 
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Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  UMC  marks  100  years 


Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Bogalusa  celebrated  100  years 
of  ministry  Aug.  27  during  its  1 0  a.m.  service.  Four  hundred  worshippers  came  together 
for  worship  and  fellowship  during  a  centennial  celebration  for  this  New  Orleans  District 
church,  which  began  as  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South  in  1 906.  Elizabeth 
Sullivan,  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.  and  the  wife  of  Bogalusa's  first  mayor  Col.  W.  H. 
Sullivan,  was  a  great  supporter  of  the  church.  In  1 922,  the  church's  name  was  officially 
changed  to  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South  in  her  mem¬ 
ory.  The  church  survived  several  hardships  early  on,  including  an  influenza  pandemic  in 
1918,  labor  disputes  at  an  area  lumber  company,  and  the  Great  Depression.  Bishop 
William  W.  Hutchinson,  above,  delivered  the  sermon  which  challenged  members  to 
enter  the  next  1 00  years  with  a  vision  for  making  disciples  for  Jesus  Christ.  Pastor  Rev. 
Alan  Dee  Einsel,  seated,  is  shown  in  front  of  part  of  the  chancel  choir. 


BR  District  Habitat  Build 

Volunteers  from  United  Methodist  churches  in  the  Baton  Rouge  area  recently  raised  the 
walls  on  one  of  two  Habitat  homes  that  are  being  funded  and  constructed  by  area  UM 
churches.  This  cooperative  project  is  in  its  16th  year,  and  the  two  houses  are  scheduled 
for  completion  by  late  fall.  Slabs  were  consecrated  followed  by  the  raising  of  the  walls 
with  the  new  homeowners  working  side  by  side  with  church  volunteers.  The  owners  of 
the  Habitat  houses  are  Rebecca  Harrison  and  her  three  children,  and  Desiree  Phillips 
and  her  two  children.  K 


St.  Andrews  UMC  celebrates  25  years 


Members  and  former  members  celebrated  25  years  of  ministry  for  St.  Andrews  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  Sept.  23-24.  A  weekend  of  festivities  featured  a 
potluck  dinner  Saturday  night  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  with  special  worship  services  on 
Sunday  morning.  Pastor  Larry  O'Dell,  left,  led  1 1  a.m.  worship  which  featured  special 
music  by  St.  Andrews'  Chancel  Choir  and  a  Bell  Choir.  Concelebrating  on  the  altar  are, 
left  to  right.  Rev.  Leslie  Stevens,  Rev.  Fred  Wideman  and  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson. 
Stevens  served  as  a  former  youth  director  for  the  church,  while  Wideman  was  the 
founding  head  pastor  of  the  church,  which  serves  southeast  Baton  Rouge.  Revs.  Marie 
Williams,  John  Williams  and  Steve  Stephens,  all  former  pastors,  attended  earlier. 


Faithful  UMC  donates  pews  to  Newell  UMC 


at  Newell. 


Like  so  many  New  Orleans  District 
churches,  Newell  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Mandeville  was  flooded  in  the  aftermath 
of  Hurricane  Katrina.  In  the  process,  the 
church’s  pews  were  ruined. 

Coincidentally,  Faithful  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Gonzales  was  receiv¬ 
ing  a  gift  of  pews  from  yet  another  congre¬ 
gation.  “Our  pews  were  fine,  but  the  donat¬ 
ed  pews  were  cushioned  and  our  congrega¬ 
tion  wanted  to  accept  the  gift,"  according 
to  Rev.  Linda  Hagan,  pastor  of  Faithful 
UMC. 

Hagan  sent  an  email  to  the  New  Orleans 
District  office,  and  made  an  offer  of  the 
church’s  used  pews,  which  was  passed  on 
to  Newell  UMC.  “We  were  oveijoyed  to 
receive  a  phone  call  from  Rev.  Nolan 
Robinson.  He  explained  that  they  would  be 
able  to  replace  their  damaged  pews  with 
the  ones  from  Faithful  UMC,  saving  the 
cost  of  renting  chairs. 

What  a  joy  to  realize  ‘up  close  and 


personal  that  United  Methodism  is  indeed 
a  connectional  church  and  that  we  work 
together  to  rebuild  God’s  house,”  she  said. 

Rev.  Robinson  rented  two  large  trucks 
to  move  the  pews  on  the  Friday  immediate¬ 
ly  preceeding  the  church’s  “Welcome 
Home”  service  on  Sept.  24.  Members  from 
both  churches  worked  to  load  the  pews  that 
helped  to  restore  Newell  UMC. 

“Our  pews  were  damaged  beyond  repair 
by  the  flooding.  When  we  got  the  offer 
from  Faithful  UMC  everything  fell  into 
place  and  we  received  the  pews  two  days 
before  our  first  service.  This  gift  has  done 
so  much  for  the  people  of  our  church,”  said 
Rev.  Robinson. 

“It  was  a  joy  beyond  words  to  meet 
Rev.  Robinson  and  the  members  of  Newell. 
This  is  where  the  rubber  meets  the  road — 
church  to  church,  member  to  member,  all 
serving  one  God!  We  pray  that  they  will 
be  blessed  with  all  members  returning  and 
that  their  ministry  will  be  as  vital  as  ever.” 


6 


Louisiana  Conference NQfft! 


OCTOBER  6, 2006 


Camp  in  Sierra  Leone  teaches  children  to  live  in  light' 


Churches  offered  study  on  communion 


United  Methodist  churches  can  now 
offer  a  truly  congregation-wide  study  of 
the  General  Conference  mandated  docu¬ 
ment,  “This  Holy  Mystery:  A  United 
Methodist  Understanding  of  Holy 
Communion!” 

This  study  guide  for  children  and 
youth,  written  by  a  Christian  educator 
and  curriculum  professional,  offers  les¬ 
son  plans,  teaching  aids  and  student 
activity  pages  designed  to  be  used  with 
students  from  early  elementary  through 
confirmation  age. 


Tayor  Burton-Edwards,  Director  of 
Worship  Resources  for  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  calls  the  book  an  “out¬ 
standing  resource  to  help  children  and 
youth  understand  and  experience  our 
church’s  theology  and  practice  of  Holy 
Communion.” 

For  more  information  or  for  a  review 
copy,  contact  Nancy  Bryan  Crouch  at 
(330)  836-1100  or  email 
publisher@saint-luke.org 


Communion,  from  page  I 

jointly  in  this  worship  experience.  This 
event  is  the  first  time  that  Bishops  of  these 
two  great  denominations  have  shared 
together  in  this  way. 

The  dialogue  group  discussing  com¬ 
monality  of  theology  and  practice  was  in 
Denver  because  they  wanted  to  talk  with 
the  leadership  of  our  church  in  Buena 


“Live  Out  Loud,”  the  2006  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  Singles  retreat,  will  be 
held  at  Mount  Sequoyah  Nov.  3-5.  Keynote 
speaker  will  be  Terry  Hershey,  who  will 
offer  a  “gentle  reminder”  to  slow  down  and 
focus  on  the  few  things  that  matter  in  life. 

Music  for  the  retreat  will  be  provided 
by  Hannah  Blaylock  and  Lost  &  Found, 
winners  of  the  Arkansas  Acoustic  Festival 
in  2003.  There  will  be  24  different  work¬ 
shops  from  which  to  choose  including 


Vista,  which  is  the  only  United  Methodist- 
Episcopal  partnership  church  in  the  world. 

During  the  worship  experience  Bishop 
Brown  served  as  Liturgist  and  then  held  the 
chalice  of  juice  while  Bishop  Brookhart 
held  the  chalice  of  wine  and  Bishop  Oden 
served  the  bread. 


“Achieving  Financial  Freedom,”  “Finding 
the  One  While  Having  Fun,”  and  “Real 
Life,  Real  Faith,  Real  Hope.”  New  activi¬ 
ties  offered  at  this  year’s  retreat  include 
yoga,  disc  golf,  exploring  Fayetteville  and 
a  work  camp  on  the  Mountain. 

For  more  information  and  registration 
forms  go  to  www.mountsequoyah.org,  or 
call  the  Mount  Sequoyah  office  at  (800) 
760-8126  or  (479)  443-4531. 


MOYAMBA,  Sierra  Leone  (UMNS)  - 
Two  hundred  and  ten  children  from  differ¬ 
ent  parts  of  Sierra  Leone  and  from  various 
religious  backgrounds  gathered  this  sum¬ 
mer  for  a  weeklong  camp  at  June  Hartranft 
Memorial  Primary  School  for  Girls. 

The  Children’s  Ministry  of  the  United 
Methodist  Sierra  Leone  Annual  Conference 
organized  the  July  17-24  camp,  which  had 
as  its  theme,  “Live  as  Children  of  Light,” 
inspired  by  Ephesians  5:8. 

The  event  was  the  third  organized  by 
the  Children’s  Ministry  after  Sierra  Leone’s 
bitter  civil  war,  which  lasted  from  1991  to 
2002. 

The  camp  was  timely,  said  the  Rev. 
S.E.A.  Fonnie,  superintendent  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  Moyamba  West 
District,  where  the  event  was  held. 

“After  the  war,  we  have  found  out  that 
most  children  are  wayward,”  he  said.  “But 
now  that  this  camp  is  in  session,  it  will 
serve  as  a  forum  where  their  lives  will  be 
molded.  The  lessons  they’re  going  to  learn 
will  instill  in  them  a  God-fearing  spirit  and 
the  values  of  Christian  life.” 

In  his  address  to  the  children  at  the  offi¬ 
cial  opening  ceremony,  Bishop  Joseph  C. 
Humper  of  Sierra  Leone  admonished  the 
children  to  treat  life  seriously  and  warned 
them  to  stay  away  from  harmful  drugs.  He 
said  the  children  were  in  the  camp  to  pre¬ 
pare  themselves  for  future  leadership. 

Humper  told  the  camp  counselors  - 
teachers  and  caretakers  who  had  traveled 
with  the  children  from  different  locations 
in  the  country  -  to  spend  time  with  the  chil¬ 
dren  and  be  pacesetters  for  them. 

The  children  spent  the  week  studying 
portions  of  the  Bible  and  learning  about 
HIV/AIDS  and  substance  abuse,  and  they 
also  had  fun  through  indoor  and  outdoor 
games.  The  interaction  and  the  discipline 
they  received  from  the  camp  “will  also 
have  a  positive  social  impact  on  the  chil¬ 
dren,”  Fonnie  said. 

Sallu  Kamara,  a  camp  counselor  and 
director  of  the  Bible  Training  Institute  in 
Bo,  Southern  Sierra  Leone,  is  optimistic 
about  the  camp’s  impact  on  the  children. 
“The  United  Methodist  Church  has  a  poli¬ 
cy  to  nurture  children  during  a  vacation 
like  this,  so  as  to  become  good  citizens  in 
the  future.  We  expect  them  to  leam  to  be 
orderly  at  home,  school  and  the  community 
within  which  they  live.  We  also  expect 
them  to  leam  Christian  virtues  like  respect 
for  elders  and  also  to  become  better 
Christians  and  children  in  the  communities 
where  they  live.” 


The  Rev.  Jane  Lahai,  head  teacher  of 
June  Hartranft  Memorial  Primary  School 
for  Girls  and  also  camp  manager  for  2006, 
shares  Kamara ’s  optimism.  “I  believe  the 
boys  and  girls  will  take  home  new  knowl¬ 
edge,  new  skills  and  comportment.  On  the 
whole,  1  expect  good  from  this  camp  this 
year.” 

She  was  overwhelmed  by  this  year’s 
turnout,  she  said.  Her  school  has  a  board¬ 
ing  facility  for  just  1 50  girls. 
Accommodating  more  than  200  campers 
was  a  challenge  she  had  to  swiftly  impro¬ 
vise  for.  “I  have  been  a  camper  since  child¬ 
hood,  so  I  know  how  to  manage  children 
well.  I  have  also  held  and  managed  two 
such  camps  previously.” 

Comfortable  beds  were  arranged  for  all 
the  campers,  and  a  separate  makeshift 
boarding  area  was  prepared  for  the  boys. 

“We  are  seeing  more  turnout  this  year 
because  just  after  the  war,  parents  were 
either  afraid  to  part  with  their  children  or 
were  not  adequately  informed  about  our 
camps,”  Lahai  said.  “The  information 
seems  to  have  gone  down  well  this  year, 
hence  the  high  turnout.  My  only  prayer 
now  remains  that  we  are  able  in  the  future 
to  have  another  building  like  this  (pointing 
to  the  two-story  boarding  home)  so  that  we 
can  host,  train  and  care  for  more  children.” 

The  Rev.  Etta  Nicol  is  the  director  of 
the  Children’s  Ministry.  At  the  opening  cer¬ 
emony,  she  assured  the  children  that  they 
would  return  home  full  of  knowledge,  and 
she  encouraged  them  to  be  attentive  in 
class. 

Sahr  Sam,  an  1 1  -year-old  from  the 
UMC  Boys  Primary  School  in  Koidu  Town 
in  Eastern  Sierra  Leone,  enjoyed  the  camp. 
“I  came  to  this  camp  to  leam  more  about 
God,”  said  Sahr,  who  wants  to  leam  how  to 
preach.  “I  also  like  the  camp  because  of  the 
big  playground  and  good  water  to  drink.” 

Hannah  Kanu,  13,  a  second-year  student 
from  Holy  Rosary  Secondary  School  (a 
Catholic  high  school)  in  Kenema,  Eastern 
Sierra  Leone,  also  gave  the  camp  high 
marks. 

“I  was  delighted  to  come  because  1  have 
never  been  to  a  camp  before,”  she  said. 
“Already,  I  have  learned  a  lot  from  what 
(the)  bishop  said  yesterday,  that  I  can  be  a 
child  of  light  by  being  a  good  girl.” 

Eleven-year-old  Hawa  Abu,  from  the 
UMC  Primary  School  in  Kulanda  Town, 
Bo,  Sierra  Leone,  had  attended  the  2004 
camp  as  well.  She  said  she  loved  camping 
“because  of  the  new  friends  1  make  and  the 
new  skills  I  leam  from  them.” 


Deaf  accessibility  resource  available 


Every  United  Methodist  church  and 
agency  should  be  fully  accessible  to  people 
who  are  Deaf,  late-deafened,  hard  of  hear¬ 
ing,  or  deaf-blind.  In  2004,  General 
Conference  renewed  a  special  committee  to 
bring  the  United  Methodist  Church  towards 
a  more  accessible  church.  That  committee 
has  provided  a  resource  to  help  churches 
reach  this  goal:  “Signs  of  Solidarity: 
Ministry  with  Deaf,  Late-deafened,  Hard  of 
Hearing  and  Deaf-blind  People,  Second 
Edition.”  This  resource  is  available  for  $7, 
plus  shipping  and  handling  charges  at  the 
GBGM  Resource  Center  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  or  the  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries 
Unit  for  the  GBGM,  475  Riverside  Dr., 
Room  330,  New  York,  NY  10115. 


Also,  grants  up  to  $5,000  are  available 
from  this  committee  to  serve  as  seed 
money  for:  new  ministries  for  any  of  the 
deaf  or  hearing  loss  subgroups;  purchase  of 
equipment  to  help  hard  of  hearing  and  late- 
deafened  people  in  worship  services,  class¬ 
es,  small  groups,  meetings,  social  activi¬ 
ties;  or  scholarships  for  individuals  seeking 
training  or  continued  education  in  ministry 
with  any  of  the  above  cited  subgroups. 

Interested  churches  should  contact  Rev. 
Hudspeth  at  thudspeth@llumc.org  for 
copies  of  grants  guidelines  and  the  applica¬ 
tion  form,  or  contact  Joan  Young  at  475 
Riverside  Dr.,  Room  330,  New  York,  NY 
10115. 


Singles  set  retreat  at  Mt.Sequoyah 


Director  of  Youth  sought 

Clinton  and  Clear  Creek  United  Methodist  Churches 
are  seeking  a  Director  of  Youth  and  Children's  Ministries, 
It  is  preferred  that  an  applicant  be  at  least  21  years  of  age, 
have  or  be  pursuing  a  college  degree 
preferably  in  liberal  arts  or  one  of  the  helping  professions 
and  possess  a  current,  valid  driver's  license. 

Interested  Persons  should  contact: 

Rev.  Robert  E.  (Bob)  Townsend, 

Clinton  UMC  P.O.  Box  148, 1 1 321  Old  South  Dr. 
Clinton,  LA  70722 


Leaves  of  Gold  retreat  set  at  Mt.  Sequoyah 


Leaves  of  Gold,  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  Adult  Retreat,  will  be  held  Oct. 
23-26  will  be  held  at  the  Mount  Sequoyah 
Conference  and  Retreat  Center  in 
Fayetteville,  Ark. 

Dr.  Barry  E.  Hughes  from  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Bossier  City, 
La.  will  be  the  keynote  speaker  and  Rev. 
Clefton  Vaughn  of  Pulaski  Heights  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Little  Rock  will  lead 
the  Bible  Study.  Martha  Neal,  who  has  3 1 
years  of  service  in  church  music,  will  be 
leading  worship. 

This  year,  the  retreat  features  two  class¬ 


es:  “Growing  Younger,”  an  in-depth  look  at 
nutritional  medicine,  and  “The  American 
Hymn,”  exploring  many  of  the  old 
American  hymns  we  grew  up  with. 

The  cost  of  $244  per  person  (double 
occupancy)  includes  program  fee,  eight 
meals  and  three  nights  lodging.  Lodging  is 
still  available  for  those  who  can  navigate 
stairs.  If  you  cannot  walk  stairs,  lodging  is 
still  available  at  area  hotels. 

For  more  information  and  a  registration 
form  please  check  the  website  at 
www.mountsequoyah.org,  or  call  (800) 
760-8126. 
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Sudan  relief  continues  during  uncertain  period 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  work  is 
continuing  in  Sudan,  despite  uncertainty 
over  security  in  the  near  future. 

Safety  has  only  become  a  concern  in  the 
past  two  months  in  the  areas  of  the  south 
where  UMCOR  operates,  according  to  Jane 
Ohuma,  head  of  mission  in  the  region,  dur¬ 
ing  a  visit  to  the  agency’s  New  York  head¬ 
quarters.  The  heavy  presence  of  the  mili¬ 
tary,  both  on  the  ground  and  in  the  air,  has 
curtailed  the  movement  of  all  nongovern¬ 
mental  organization  staff.  The  agency  takes 
basic  safety  precautions  and  relies  on 
national  staff  for  access  and  information, 
she  said. 

Concerns  about  security  were  partly 
alleviated  Sept.  20,  when  African  Union 
President  Blaise  Comparore  announced 
that  the  AU  peacekeeping  mission  in  Sudan 
would  be  extended  until  Dec.  3 1 .  The  news 
followed  a  meeting  of  AU  Peace  and 
Security  Council  members. 

The  peacekeeping  mission’s  mandate 
was  set  to  expire  Sept.  30.  United  Nations 
officials  had  forecast  that  if  the  African 
Union’s  7,000  troops  pulled  out  of  Sudan’s 
troubled  Darfur  region,  access  by  humani¬ 
tarian  workers  would  drastically  deteriorate 
and  more  civilians  could  be  killed  in  areas 
that  aid  workers  can’t  reach,  according  to 
Reuters  news  service. 

Some  2.5  million  already  have  been 
driven  from  their  homes  because  of  the 
ongoing  conflict  in  Sudan. 

At  the  United  Nations  on  Sept.  19,  U.S. 
President  George  Bush  called  on  that  body 
to  take  action  on  Darfur,  while  Omar 
Hassan  al-Bashir,  Sudan’s  president,  said 
he  would  not  accept  a  U.N.  peacekeeping 
force. 

UMCOR,  which  has  offices  in 
Khartoum,  South  Sudan  and  South  Darfur, 
has  received  major  support  for  its  Sudan 
work  from  the  Ginghamsburg  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Tipp  City,  Ohio. 

The  relief  agency  and  other  organiza¬ 
tions  closed  their  South  Darfur  offices  in 
Ed  Daein  one  day  in  September  during 
demonstrations  in  which  American-based 
agencies  and  those  connected  with  the 
United  Nations  were  rumored  to  be  targets, 
but  nothing  happened,  she  reported. 


“Our  staff  is  still  going  out,”  Ohuma 
added.  “Our  programs  are  still  running  as 
usual.” 

Lack  of  funds 

The  agricultural  program,  based  in  the 
El  Daein  region  of  South  Darfur,  gathered 
seeds  repaid  by  farmers  and  distributed 
them  this  year  “to  benefit  additional  farm¬ 
ers.”  The  United  Nations’  Food  and 
Agricultural  Organization  also  provided 
seeds  and  tools  to  the  program  and  funded 
a  pasture  rehabilitation  project. 

UMCOR  continues  to  run  its  reception 
center  in  El  Ferdous  for  those  coming  to 
settlements  and  camps  in  South  Darfiir, 
although  the  number  of  internally  displaced 
people  arriving  has  decreased,  according  to 
Ohuma.  The  center  also  “is  suffering  from 
lack  of  funds”  and  has  few  shelter  materi¬ 
als,  blankets  or  cooking  utensils  to  distrib¬ 
ute  to  newly  arriving  families. 

The  education  program  funded  by 
Ginghamsburg  Church,  focusing  on  child 
development  and  protection,  is  “running 
quite  well”  and  will  benefit  about  15,000 
children,  she  reported.  UNICEF  is  provid¬ 
ing  a  complimentary  program.  A  food  dis¬ 
tribution  project  with  the  U.N.  World  Food 
Programme  also  benefits  about  50,000  peo¬ 
ple  a  month. 

Need  for  water 

UMCOR  works  in  both  rebel-held  and 
government-held  territories  in  South 
Darfur,  which  is  why  it  can  sometimes 
maintain  programs' when  other  organiza¬ 
tions  can’t.  “If  one  side  is  inaccessible,  we 
still  have  the  other  side  to  continue  our 
program,”  Ohuma  explained. 

One  of  the  biggest  challenges  is  the 
need  for  water.  She  has  drawn  money  from 
other  programs  to  help  meet  this  need.  “To 
see  a  grown  man  shedding  tears  just  at  the 
sight  of  water  . . .  you  feel  you  have  done 
something,”  she  said. 

More  funding  is  needed  for  UMCOR’s 
projects  in  Sudan,  according  to  Ohuma. 
Donations  for  “Sudan  Emergency,” 

Advance  No.  184385,  can  be  dropped  in 
church  collection  plates  or  mailed  directly 
to  UMCOR,  P.O.  Box  9068,  New  York, 

NY  10087-9068.  To  make  a  credit-card 
donation,  call  (800)  554-8583. 


At  El  Ferdous  camp,top,  a  worker  helps  construct  a  reception  center  for  newly  displaced 
families.  The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  continues  to  run  its  reception  cen¬ 
ter  at  the  camp  for  those  coming  to  settlements  and  camps  in  South  Darfur.  The  center 
has  fewer  shelter  materials,  blankets  or  cooking  utensils  to  distribute  to  newly  arriving 
families  due  to  a  lack  of  funds.  Above,  a  Sudanese  farmer  toils  for  his  existence  in  the 
arid  land.  UMNS  file  photos  by  Paul  Jeffrey. 


Making  healthy  connections  is  focus  of  2007  Convocation  for  pastors  of  African  American  churches 


NASHVILLE,  Term. — The  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  will  sponsor  the  2007 
Convocation  for  Pastors  of  African 
American  Churches,  Jan.  3-6,  2007  at  the 
Hilton  Anatole  Hotel  in  Dallas,  Texas. 

The  4-day  event,  hosted  by  Saint  Luke 
Community  United  Methodist  Church,  will 
focus  on  “Making  Healthy  Connections.” 
The  theme  is  inspired  by  Ephesians  4:16 — 
“. .  .joined  and  knit  together  by  every  liga¬ 
ment  with  which  it  is  equipped,  as  each 
part  is  working  properly,  promotes  the 
body’s  growth  in  building  itself  up  in 
love.” 

The  event  will  help  United  Methodist 
leaders  of  African  American  congregations 
be  intentional  about  focusing  on  healthy 
options  that  connect  spirit,  body  and  mind. 


“In  light  of  the  biblical  mandate,  pas¬ 
tors  of  Black  churches  must  confront  some 
especially  unique  questions,”  said  the  Rev. 
Vance  Ross,  associate  general  secretary, 
of  The  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 
Ross  says  that  pastors  of  black  congre¬ 
gations  encounter  special  challenges  in  a 
majority  White  denomination:  how  to  be 
authentic  to  black  religious  cultural  norms 
that  are  often  negatively  critiqued?  What 
must  be  done  to  maintain  physical,  mental, 
emotional  and  spiritual  health?  How  does 
pastoral  leadership  remain  prophetic  within 
the  Black  population  when  mainline 
churches  expect  no  confrontation  of  politi¬ 
cal  power?  As  these  warring  and  paradoxi¬ 
cal  questions  converge  in  the  body  and 
spirit  of  pastors,  can  they  thrive?  Can  they 
even  survive? 


These  are  some  of  the  issues  that  will  be 
faced,  even  answered,  at  this  convocation. 

Plenaries,  prayer  times,  worship  celebra¬ 
tions,  and  workshops  are  fashioned  for  pas¬ 
toral  leaders  to  address  these  issues,  con¬ 
necting  with  one  another  for  Holy  Spirit 
empowerment  that  will  assist  in  building 
the  Commonwealth  of  God. 

Workshop  topics  include  clergy  self- 
care,  healthy  congregations,  depression, 
prayer,  burnout,  exercise,  nutrition, 
healthy  sexuality,  and  balancing  ministry 
and  family. 

Among  the  plenary  and  worship  leaders 
are: 

Rev.  Kirbyjon  H.  Caldwell,  senior  pas¬ 
tor,  Windsor  Village  UMC,  Houston,  TX 

Bishop  Gregory  V.  Palmer,  Iowa  Area, 
The  United  Methodist  Church,  Iowa 


Rev.  Kelvin  Sauls,  director,  congrega¬ 
tional  development.  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  Nashville,  Term. 

Bishop  James  E.  Swanson,  Sr.,  Holston 
Conference,  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

“This  is  a  time  of  renewal  for  pastors  to 
hear  from  God  where  God  is  leading  in 
terms  of  spiritual,  emotional,  physical  and 
mental  health;  a  time  to  make  healthy  con¬ 
nections  in  all  aspects  of  ministry,”  said  the 
Rev.  Karen  Greenwaldt,  top  executive  for 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Registration  is  $275  before  December  4, 
2006.  To  register  online,  visit 
www.gbod.org/pastorsconvo.  For  more 
information,  contact  Deborah  J.  Carvin  at 
(877)  899-2780,  ext.  7051,  or  e-mail 
dcarvin@gbod.org. 
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Upper  Room  releasing 
advent  devotional  guide 


Upper  Room  Books  is  releasing  a  new 
devotional  guide  for  Advent  entitled 
“Expecting  the  Unexpected.” 

Written  by  Blaire  Gilmer  Meeks,  the 
guide  includes  images  and  reflections  for 
each  of  the  days  in  Advent  as  well  as 
prayers  and  small-group  discussion 
themes.  It  also  includes  a  different  Charles 
Wesley  hymn  each  week  for  singing,  medi¬ 
tation,  and  discussion.  The  guide  is  suit¬ 
able  for  small  groups,  Sunday  School 
classes,  choirs,  families  or  individuals. 

A  recommendation  by  Maijorie 
Suchocki,  Professor  Emerita,  Claremont 
School  of  Theology,  reads:  “Through  the 
beauty  of  the  written  prayers,  the  clarity 
and  simplicity  of  the  study  structure,  and 
the  astute  reflections  on  the  Advent  texts, 
[Meeks]  provides  substantive  material  for 
an  individual  or  a  group  to  experience 
Advent  in  new  and  unexpected  ways... 
What  a  gift  this  book  is,  for  Advent, 
Christmas,  or  any  season!” 

Daniel  Benedict,  former  Director  of 
Worship  Resources  at  The  General  Board 
of  Discipleship,  writes:  “If  you  feel 
trapped  by  a  romanticized  Christmas 
gospel,  Blair  Meeks’s  invitation  to  expect 
the  unexpected  is  your  escape  hatch.  She 
doesn’t  do  all  of  the  work  for  you.  She 
simply  gives  you  markers  and  turns  you 
over  to  the  Holy  Spirit  and  surprise!” 

Paperback  guides  are  $13  each,  $11.05 
for  10  or  more.  The  leader’s  guide  is 
included.  For  more  information  or  to  order, 
click  on  http://www.upperroom.org  or  call 
toll-free  (800)  972-0433. 

POSITIONS  AVAILABLE 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
is  seeking  to  hire 
Transformation  Consultants 
to  guide  congregations  in  the 
churchanew  transformation  process. 

Applications,  job  description  and  list  of  job 
requirements  are  available  from  the 
Office  of  Church  Extension  and 
Transformation  - 
hestephens@bellsouth.net. 

Completed  applications  must  be  received 
by  November  1,2006. 


UMCOR  in  Afghanistan  provides  a  better  place  to  learn 


NEW  YORK,  Sept.  22 — More  than 
8,000  children  now  have  a  better  place 
to  go  to  school  because  of  a  recently- 
completed  project  by  UMCOR 
Afghanistan.  Three  schools  in  Gardez 
city,  located  in  the  south  eastern  region 
of  the  country,  were  damaged  and  in 
disrepair  from  the  long  years  of  war, 
then  during  the  winter  recess  the  gov¬ 
ernment  opened  the  schools  to  families 
returning  from  refugee  camps  in 
Pakistan  and  Iran.  They  built  fires  and 
kept  livestock  indoors  for  lack  of  other 
options.  This  rendered  the  schools 
unusable  after  the  families  left  for 
another  place  to  live. 

UMCOR  Afghanistan  heard  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  these  communities  and  helped 
them  refurbish  the  three  schools,  repair¬ 
ing  damage  from  the  war  and  misuse. 
The  students  are  excited  to  have  a  better 
place  to  go  to  school.  “Now  our  class¬ 
rooms  are  looking  very  nice  as  they  are 
well  painted  and  lighted,”  says  Zarifah. 
“Finally  we  are  studying  in  very  peace¬ 
ful  and  calm  conditions.” 

UMCOR  is  also  helping  students  in 
Gardez  and  other  parts  of  Afghanistan 
by  giving  them  school  kits.  These  note¬ 


books,  pencils  and  other  items  will  help 
them  have  what  they  need  to  go  to 
school. 

Some  9,073  school  kits  are  currently 
enroute  from  UMCOR  Sager  Brown, 
the  United  Methodist  relief  supply 
depot. 

UMCOR  established  its  work  in 
Afghanistan  in  May  2002.  UMCOR 
Afghanistan  actively  engages  in  helping 
the  people  of  Afghanistan  recover  from 
decades  of  conflict  and  four  years  of 
drought.  To  accomplish  this,  UMCOR 
Afghanistan  implements  programs  in 
reconstruction;  income  generation; 
health  and  education;  emergency 
response  and  intervention;  and  demobi¬ 
lization,  disarmament,  rehabilitation  and 
reintegration  of  former  combatants. 

Cash  gifts  support  UMCOR’s  work 
in  Afghanistan.  Checks  can  be  placed  in 
the  offering  plate  on  Sunday  morning  or 
mailed  to  UMCOR,  RO.  Box  9068, 
New  York,  NY  10087.  Write  “UMCOR 
Advance  #602225,  Afghanistan 
Emergency”  on  the  memo  line  of  your 
check.  One  hundred  percent  of  your 
gift  will  contribute  to  UMCOR’s  work 
in  Afghanistan. 


Two  young  Afghan  girls  now  have  the  hope  of 
an  education  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  Funds  provided 
to  UMCOR  by  United  Methodist  churches  world¬ 
wide  make  this  type  of  on-going  project  possi¬ 
ble  throughout  the  world. 


Tax-Smart  Giving  to  Your  Church 


Use  the  new  IRA  law . .  1 

If  any  of  these  situations  apply: 

s  You  do  not  itemize  but  still  give  to  the  church 

s  You  are  required  to  take  unneeded  IRA  withdrawals 

s  You  wish  to  make  a  special  gift  but  your  major 
assets  are  in  your  IRA 

✓  You  usually  give  even  more  than  50%  of  your 
adjusted  gross  income 


In  2006  and  2007,  individuals  aged  70  may  use 
a  traditional  or  Roth  IRA  to  make  a  charitable  gift 
in  any  amount  up  to  $100,000  per  year,  without 
paying  tax  on  or  taking  a  deduction  for  the  gift. 
This  direct*  gift  qualifies  toward  the  minimum 
required  distribution  requirements. 

IRAs  are  often  one  of  the  largest  assets  people 
own.  They  are  subject  to  income  tax  when 
withdrawals  are  made  and  may  be  subject  to 
estate  tax  if  left  to  family. 


*  This  excludes  Donor  Advised  Funds,  Supporting  Organizations  and  deferred  gifts. 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana - 


8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70809 
(225)  346-1 535  (800)  256-931 7 

www.umf.org 


\lwa\s  consult  vour  financial  advisor  before  making  this  or  any  other  significant  financial  decision. 
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NEWS, 

OPPORTUNITIES  AND 
WITNESS  OF  LOUISIANA 
CONFERENCE  MINISTRIES 


For  the  latest 
information  regarding 
hurricane  recovery 
efforts,  visit  the  La. 
Conference  web  site  at 
www.la-umc.org 
or  contact  the  La. 
Disaster  Recovery 
Center  at 
(225)  346-5193 
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Dr.  William  McClain  to  lead  Discerners  Academy  Jan.  5-7 


The  Discerners  Academy  offers  a  pro¬ 
gram  designed  for  persons  within  the  La. 
Annual  Conference  asking  questions  about 
a  possible  call  into  ordained  ministry.  The 
next  weekend  retreat,  scheduled  for  Jan.  5- 
7,  2007,  gives  participants  opportunities  to 
experience  what  a  seminary  class  might  be 


like,  as  well  as  learn  about  our  United 
Methodist  seminaries. 

Dr.  William  B.  McClain,  of  the  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Washington,  D.C., 
will  lead  the  January  Discerners  Academy 
at  the  Wesley  Center  in  Woodworth,  La. 
McClain,  an  accomplished  author  and 


speaker,  is  renown  for  his  promotion  of 
diversity  and  inclusiveness  within  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  He  chaired  the 
committee  which  produced  Songs  of  Zion, 
in  which  he  wrote  much  of  the  historical 

See  Dr.  McClain,  page  6 


Holy  Hospitality 


Joanne  Finley  stands  in  front  of  St.  Mark's  Community  Center  on  blank  street  in  New  Orleans. The  United  Methodist  deaconess 
has  been  sent  by  the  Women's  Division  to  serve  the  Center,  one  of  their  many  projects.  Finley  will  serve  as  Volunteer  House 
Manager  for  visiting  work  teams  staying  in  dormitories  newly  constructed  inside  the  center. 


Women's  Division  sends  deaconess  to  St.  Mark's 


Joanne  Finley  is  excited  about  her 
new  role  as  Volunteer  House  Manager  at 
St.  Marks  Community  Center  in  New 
Orleans. 

“The  ministry  of  hospitality  is  my 
calling,  so  this  is  a  blessing  for  me,”  said 
the  deaconess  who  is  serving  the  Center 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Women’s 
Division. 

St.  Mark’s  Community  Center,  created 
by  the  Methodist  church  in  1909,  is  a 
project  of  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
which  owns  the  main  building  of  the 
complex.  St.  Mark’s  United  Methodist 


Church,  physically  connected  to  the  cen¬ 
ter,  is  a  congregation  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference. 

Prior  to  Hurricane  Katrina,  the  Center 
provided  vital  children’s  programs  to 
underserved  area  children,  helping  over 
300  through  the  after  school,  mentoring, 
tutoring  and  summer  camp  programs.  “I 
will  be  working  closely  with  James  Ross, 
the  director  of  the  Center,  to  assist  in 
rebuilding  the  Board  of  Directors  and 
bringing  back  those  important  communi¬ 
ty  programs,”  said  Finley. 

More  immediately,  she  is  working 
closely  with  Rev.  Marva  Mitchell,  coor¬ 


dinator  for  the  Uptown  Disaster 
Recovery  Station,  in  providing  housing 
for  up  to  30  volunteer  workers  at  a  time 
in  the  newly  renovated  dormitories 
housed  in  St.  Mark’s  Community  Center, 
“ft  will  be  my  job  to  coordinate  disaster 
work  teams  as  they  come  and  go,  provid¬ 
ing  for  their  housing  needs  and  making 
sure  they  see  they  city,  learning  every¬ 
thing  they  can  about  Louisiana’s  situa¬ 
tion,”  said  Finley,  adding  that  she  will 
reside  in  an  apartment  at  the  Center. 

Finley  most  recently  served  in  a  simi¬ 
lar  capacity  for  a  community  center  in 

See  Finley,  page  6 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

Guest  commentary:  Be  fruitful 


Editor’s  note:  Periodically ;  Bishop 
William  Hutchinson  makes  his  column 
available  for  the  views  of  clergy  from 
other  parts  of  the  connection.  Bishop 
Robert  Schnase  is  resident  bishop  of  the 
Missouri  Area  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  This  article  originally  appeared 
in  Leading  Ideas,  an  online  newsletter  of 
the  Lewis  Center  for  Church  Leadership 
of  Wesley  Theological  Seminary. 

BY  BISHOP  ROBERT  SCHNASE 

The  word  “fruitfulness”  keeps  surfac¬ 
ing  in  church  conversations  these  days. 
Scripture  is  ripe  with  references  to  fields 
and  harvests,  vines  and  branches,  stumps 
and  shoots,  trees  and  figs.  Indeed,  the 
image  of  fruitfulness  gives  us  a  powerful 
language  for  understanding  effective 
ministry. 

What  is  the  fruitfulness  God  expects 
of  us  and  of  our  churches?  Fruitfulness 
can  take  many  forms.  But  we  must  be 
clear  about  the  fundamental  change  we 
seek  to  make  in  human  life  through  our 
ministry.  The  most  important  fruits  are 
growing,  vibrant  congregations  that  are 
changing  fives  through  Jesus  Christ. 

I  was  asked  recently  to  imagine  how 
the  church  would  be  different  in  five 
years  if  all  our  goals,  hopes  and  aspira¬ 
tions  were  realized.  I  thought  of  a  grow¬ 
ing  number  of  healthy,  strong  congrega¬ 
tions  of  all  sizes  —  congregations  clear 
about  their  mission,  making  disciples  for 
Jesus  Christ,  and  making  a  difference  in 
the  world.  I  thought  of  confident  congre¬ 
gations  exhibiting  radical  hospitality,  pas¬ 
sionate  worship,  intentional  faith  devel¬ 
opment,  risk-taking  mission  and  extrava¬ 
gant  generosity. 

Then,  I  realized  these  hopes  could  be 
made  clear  in  very  basic  terms  — 
churches  with  more  people,  younger  peo¬ 
ple  and  more  diverse  people. 

For  some  reason,  we  often  hesitate  to 
express  this  so  directly.  But  if  we  believe 
that  the  Christian  faith  can  help  people 
grow  in  relationship  to  God,  if  we 
believe  it  can  make  a  difference  in  the 
world,  why  would  we  not  hope  that  more 
people  experience  the  faith? 

I  pray  for  more  people  worshipping 
God  in  churches  and  homes  —  more 
people  studying  God’s  word  in  classes 
and  retreats,  more  people  offering  them¬ 
selves  in  service  and  mission  to  others 
locally  and  around  the  world,  and  more 
people  speaking  out  for  justice  on  behalf 
of  the  vulnerable.  I  pray  that  through  our 
churches,  more  people  will  learn  the  sto¬ 
ries  of  the  faith,  that  more  people  will 
grow  in  their  understanding  and  experi¬ 
ence  of  forgiveness,  compassion  and 
love,  and  that  more  people  will  feel  the 
sustaining  presence  of  Christ  through 
times  of  joy  and  grief,  of  decision  and 
hardship.  We  should  never  apologize  that 
we  pray  for  and  work  for  more  people  to 
experience  and  share  our  ministry  in 
Christ’s  name. 

Imagine  a  church  that  decides  reach¬ 
ing  younger  people  is  vital.  Does  it  form 
a  new  committee?  Maybe. 


But  what  if  the  task  of  rethinking 
ministry  with  younger  people  became  the 
mission  of  every  committee  of  the 
church? 

We  must  become  intentional  about 
adapting  all  our  ministries  and  our  meth¬ 
ods  to  become  more  relevant  and  helpful 
to  younger  people.  We  must  invite 
younger  people  into  leadership  and  min¬ 
istry  with  us.  We  have  much  to  learn.  But 
would  God  have  it  any  other  way  than 
for  us  to  give  our  hearts  full  of  Christ’s 
love  to  those  in  succeeding  generations? 

So  many  congregations  no  longer 
match  the  communities  they  serve. 
Recently,  a  church  discovered  that  nearly 
10  percent  of  households  in  its  communi¬ 
ty  were  headed  by  single  mothers.  But 
single  moms  composed  only  about  1  per¬ 
cent  of  that  congregation.  Knowing  just 
that  much  information  gives  us  a  clear 
notion  of  how  God  might  be  calling  that 
church  to  focus  its  ministry  with  greater 
intentionality  toward  single  moms 

The  more  a  congregation  slips  away 
from  matching  the  community  it  serves 
—  in  terms  of  median  age,  ethnic  diver¬ 
sity,  income  and  educational  levels  — 
the  more  it  turns  in  on  itself  and  the 
smaller  its  impact  for  the  purposes  of 
Christ. 

I  realize  that  fruitfulness  evidenced  by 
more  people,  younger  people  and  more 
diverse  people  is  no  easy  expectation. 

But  consider  this  illustration  that  another 
bishop  recently  shared  with  me.  She 
explained,  “Sometimes  you  have  to 
climb  up  the  tree,  shinny  out  onto  a  limb, 
and  reach  far  out  into  the  branches  to  get 
just  one  apple.  Other  times,  you  simply 
have  to  shake  the  trunk  and  pick  up  what 
falls.  And  at  other  times,  an  abundance 
of  apples  falls  around  you  without  even 
shaking  the  tree.” 

I  cannot  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of 
this  description  of  harvesting  apples.  But 
what  the  story  suggests  about  disciple- 
ship  is  true.  I  have  been  in  situations 
where  every  small  step  toward  fruitful 
ministry  in  Christ’s  name  came  slowly 
and  at  the  cost  of  great  effort,  careful 
strategy  and  high  risk.  I  have  also  been 
in  situations  where  the  harvest  was  so 
evident  that  I  now  ask  God’s  forgiveness 
that  we  did  not  do  more  in  a  season  of 
readiness. 

In  many  places,  the  challenges  of 
expanding  ministry  are  great.  But 
remembering  the  Parable  of  the  Sower, 
let  us  pray  for  those  places  where  the 
ground  is  hard,  the  weeds  are  thick  and 
the  rocks  are  real.  Let  us  pray  for  those 
places  where  soil  is  good  and  the  condi¬ 
tions  are  ripe,  that  pastors  and  laity  may 
see  the  opportunities  God  entrusts  to  us. 

Let  us  pray  that  in  every  place,  pas¬ 
tors  and  congregations  may  see  possibili¬ 
ties  and  people  whom  God  calls  us  to 
serve.  And  finally,  let  us  pray  that  we 
may  trust  the  ultimate  end  of  the  story  in 
which  the  hundredfold  harvest  is  prom¬ 
ised  as  we  work  faithfully  with  an  eye 
toward  fruitfulness  for  the  purposes  of 
Christ 


Provosts  meet  in  New  Orleans 


Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  provost  for  the  La.  Annual  Conference,  addresses  a  group  of  provosts 
who  visited  Louisiana  for  their  yearly  association  meeting  held  Oct.  1 3-1 5. The  group 
gathered  in  New  Orleans,  and  toured  the  areas  devastated  by  Hurricane  Katrina  in 
August  of  2005.  Information  was  shared  regarding  the  Louisiana  Disaster  Recovery 
Ministry  and  the  Mission  Zone  initiative,  which  is  focused  on  rebuilding  United 
Methodist  ministry  and  presence  in  the  New  Orleans  area  and  in  southwest  Louisiana. 
Tom  Hazelwood  with  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  traveled  to  New  Orleans  to 
meet  with  the  group  and  to  answer  questions  on  UMCOR's  role  in  the  long  term  recov¬ 
ery,  estimated  to  take  an  additional  10-15  years. 


Interfaith  group  sets  breakfast 


The  Greater  Baton  Rouge  Federation  of 
Churches  and  Synagogues  will  hold  its 
annual  Community  Prayer  Breakfast  on 
Nov.  2  at  7  a.m.  at  Broadmoor  Baptist 
Church,  9755  Goodwood  Blvd. 

“Healing  in  our  community  continues  as 
we  help  congregations,  institutions,  clergy, 
and  individuals  from  a  most  difficult  year. 
The  Prayer  Breakfast  is  an  important 
aspect  of  recovery  and  we  hope  congrega¬ 
tion  members  will  attend  as  it  symbolizes 
continuing  healing  and  more  importantly, 
hope,  as  we  move  forward,”  said  Rev.  Jeff 
Day,  executive  director  of  the  Greater 
Baton  Rouge  Federation  of  Churches  and 
Synagogues. 

This  year’s  special  guest  speaker  is  Dr. 
Glenn  Hinson,  a  scholar  in  the  works  and 
writings  of  Thomas  Merton  as  well  as  in 
church  history  and  New  Testament  studies. 


The  Federation,  with  its  50-member 
congregations  in  the  greater  Baton  Rouge 
area,  sponsors  numerous  interfaith  outreach 
services,  including  the  Holy  Grill,  a  food 
and  nutrition  program  now  operating  in 
Zion  City,  each  weekday  at  noon;  the  Kid’s 
Cafe,  a  Zion  City  site  and  a  Scotlandville 
site,  providing  children  with  an  after  school 
snack,  tutoring,  a  nutritious  meal,  nutrition 
and  dining  etiquette  education  three  days  a 
week.  The  meals  are  served  by  volunteers 
from  the  Federation’s  congregation  mem¬ 
bers.  Each  year,  hundreds  of  volunteers 
serve  hot  meals  to  those  in  need. 

Tickets  for  the  Community  Prayer 
Breakfast  are  $10.  To  purchase  a  ticket  or 
make  a  reservation,  call  (225)  267-5600. 
There  will  be  a  clergy  dialogue  immediate¬ 
ly  after  the  breakfast  at  Broadmoor  Baptist 
Church. 
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Methodism 

BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Cambodia  is 
“on  fire,”  according  to  Esther  Gitobu, 
GBGM  missionary. 

Boasting  a  total  of  168  churches, 
Methodists  in  Cambodia  have  combined 
provinces  and  divided  them  into  eight  dis¬ 
tricts.  “We  are  still  a  Methodist  mission  in 
Cambodia,  but  we  are  headed  toward 
becoming  an  annual  conference,”  said 
Gitobu. 

Three  Cambodian  elders  were  ordained 
in  August  of  2005  during  their  second 
annual  meeting  together,  and  two  more 
were  ordained  this  summer.  “Now,  all  five 
are  District  Superintendents,  and  we  have  a 
cabinet  composed  of  the  Cambodian  elders 
along  with  four  other  country  directors 
who  are  heading  various  Methodist  agen¬ 
cies,”  she  said. 

The  country  directors  are  representative 
of  five  Methodist  agencies  that  have  joined 
forces  to  help  build  the  Cambodian 
Methodist  church.  They  include  the  Korean 
Methodist  Church,  Singapore  Methodist 
Church,  World  Federation  of  Chinese  and 
Malaysian  Methodist  Churches,  The 
United  Methodist  Church  (USA),  and  the 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Switzerland 
and  France. 

“The  work  of  these  agencies  has  been 
critical.  But  it  is  a  sign  of  progress  that  the 
Cambodian  voice  is  included  in  the  leader¬ 
ship  now,  giving  direction  and  vision  to  our 
path.  The  Methodist  churches  are  develop¬ 
ing  a  true  sense  of  identity,  and  the  pastors 
now  think  in  terms  of  Districts  and  the  con- 
nectional  system.  In  the  beginning,  our 
churches  were  separated,  much  like  the 
separation  between  denominations.  Now, 
we  are  sitting  together,”  said  Gitobu,  who 
projects  that  the  first  Cambodian  bishop 
will  be  elected  in  2016.  “We’ll  have  to 
have  about  1 0  Cambodians  ordained  as 
elders  before  that  step  is  taken.” 

All  Cambodian  elders  have  a  mentor, 
she  added,  who  teaches  them  what  it 
means  to  be  a  District  Superintendent,  or 
what  it  means  to  serve  on  a  cabinet.  “Our 
pastors  are  trained  at  Singapore  Trinity 
Theological  College.  Some  short  training  is 
done  in  Korea,  some  in  the  Phillipines. 
Local  pastors  take  the  Course  of  Study.” 

Gitobu  is  extremely  proud  of  the 
Methodist  Church’s  leadership  training 
with  lay  women.  “Mrs.  Nou  Kimsan  has 
been  appointed  by  the  bishop  to  serve  as 
president  of  Cambodian  Methodist 
Women,”  an  organization  that  was  started 
last  year. 

“We  have  had  a  tremendous  focus  on 
teaching  industry  to  the  women,  working 
specifically  with  sewing,  weaving  and  the 
raising  of  cows,  fish  and  pigs.  They  market 
the  animals  and  goods  among  themselves.” 

The  ministry  got  a  “big  boost”  from  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Division  when 
asked  to  make  9,000  bags  for  the  Women’s 
Assembly,  held  in  blank  of  this  year  in 
California.  “These  industries  have  given 
them  an  income  they’ve  never  had  in  their 
life.  It  is  quite  encouraging  for  them,  espe¬ 
cially  with  the  support  from  the  UMW  in 
the  United  States.” 

St.  Matthews  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Metairie  helped  out  the  craftswomen  by 


on  fire7  in  Cambodia  missionary  says 


Esther  Gitobu,  GBGM  missionary  to  Cambodia,  holds  one  of  the  purses  made  by  the 
Cambodian  women  participating  in  sewing  ministries  started  by  the  Methodist  Church. 
Sewing  and  animal  raising  are  popular  industries  for  Cambodian  women,  giving  them  a 
steady  income. 


selling  their  handmade  items  at  a  recent 
crafts  fair  at  the  church.  “Jack  O’Dell  and 
members  of  his  team  brought  back  the 
items  made  by  the  Cambodian  women.  His 
team  is  planning  on  visiting  us  again  in 
February.” 

Some  of  the  items  include  embroidered 
purses,  silk  scarves,  wall  hangings  with 
Biblical  verses,  silk  pillow  covers, 
bracelets  and  necklaces.  “The  women  can 
even  make  clergy  stoles,  if  requested,”  said 
Esther. 

The  concept  of  sharing  what  you  have 
and  “passing  on  the  gift”  to  other  members 
of  the  community  has  promoted  greater 
financial  prosperity  for  these  poor 
Cambodian  citizens.  “When  someone  has 
been  given  a  pig,  and  that  mother  pig  has 
eight  piglets,  the  owner  keeps  three  and 
passes  on  five  to  her  neighbors.  This 
method  is  modeled  after  the  Heifer  project. 
We  do  it  with  cows  too —  it’s  such  a  big 
hit.  The  first  calf  from  each  cow  is  given 
back  to  the  church  for  milk  and  plowing 
fields,”  she  added. 

The  practice  of  giving  cows  and  pigs  to 
pastors  is  commonplace  because  financial 
independence  for  church  leadership  is  an 
ultimate  goal  for  the  Cambodian  church. 
“We  want  to  try  to  make  them  self  sustain¬ 
ing  and  empower  them  economically,”  said 
Gitobu. 

The  lesson  of  tithing  and  “giving  back” 
has  been  a  large  part  of  the  Christian  teach¬ 
ing  through  the  Cambodian  Methodist 
churches.  “The  people  realize  that  their 
gifts,  however  small,  can  give  the  pastor 
the  money  needed  to  provide  programs  for 
the  children.  The  women  involved  in  the 
sewing  and  animal  industries  have  been 
very  faithful  with  their  gifts.” 

Gitobu  shared  a  particularly  emotional 
story  about  the  response  of  the  local 
women  when  2 1  representatives  from  the 
Women’s  Division  came  to  Cambodia  to 
provide  training  and  resources.  “Our  visi¬ 
tors  were  overwhelmed  when  1 53  women 
showed  up  for  the  training.  Each  of  them 
had  saved  $2.50  of  their  own  money  to  off¬ 
set  the  cost  of  their  training,”  she  said.  The 
visiting  group  was  moved  to  tears  at  the 
generosity  and  commitment  shown  by 
these  impoverished  women.  They  didn’t 
want  to  take  the  money  because  they  knew 
the  women  needed  every  penny  they  had. 

“I  told  them  take  the  money  anyway.  We 
needed  to  respect  the  gift.  This  was  a  tangi¬ 
ble  sign  showing  us  that  the  lessons  on 
tithing  and  giving  back  had  taken  root. 

They  are  getting  it  (the  message)!” 

Gitobu  is  passionate  about  the 
Cambodian  people  and  how  they  have 
inspired  her.  “My  faith  has  been  challenged 
by  their  devotion.  I’m  a  second  generation 
Christian  from  Kenya,  and  grew  up  in  a 
church  family.  But  for  me  to  see  how  much 
the  Cambodians  hunger  for  the  Word,  how 
they  worship  in  temporary  shelters  or  in  the 
pastors  home  with  no  air  conditioning,  they 
are  so  faithful.  You  will  see  15  people 
crowding  around  one  Bible.  The  songs  are 
written  on  the  wall.  Some  are  rejected  by 
families  and  communities,  even  their  own 
parents,  because  most  of  them  come  from 
the  Buddhist  tradition.” 

One  of  Gitobu ’s  greatest  goals  is  to 


obtain  higher  education  for  as  many  young 
people  as  possible.  “In  Cambodia,  colleges 
are  located  in  the  cities.  Young  men  can 
usually  find  a  place  to  live,  but  the  girls 
need  safe  places  or  hostels  to  stay.  Our 
vision  is  to  try  find  such  a  place  to  give 
girls  opportunities,”  she  said. 

Gitobu  added  that  scholarships  are 
badly  needed.  “It  costs  $450  per  girl;  three 
years  of  school  would  total  $1,350.” 

The  Methodist  ministry  at  the  dumpsite 
in  Phnom  Penh  is  “doing  well”  according 
to  this  enthusiastic  missionary.  Thousands 
of  poor  Cambodians  live  in  the  dump, 
scavenging  for  food  to  eat  and  items  to 
sell.  Their  children  live  in  this  poverty 
stricken  environment  as  well.  “Clara 
Biswas,  a  GBGM  missionary,  has  done  a 
wonderful  job  of  providing  programs  for 
the  children.  Every  Saturday,  we  give 
them  nutrition.  Vacation  Bible  School  is 
offered  every  Saturday  for  one  hour.  It 


gives  them  a  break  in  their  day,  offering 
them  a  chance  just  to  play  like  a  child.” 

One  of  the  boys  who  lived  in  the  dump- 
site  for  years  is  now  working  in  a  hotel  in 
Phnom  Penh.  “He  was  able  to  get  the  job 
through  our  training.  He  now  earns  $60  a 
month  and  is  able  to  send  money  back  to 
his  family.” 

Spean  Shiveat  (Bridge  of  Life) 
Methodist  Church,  built  with  funding  and 
teams  from  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  will  be  dedicated  Feb.4,  2007. 
“A  team  from  Louisiana  is  planning  to  be 
there  to  help  us  in  our  celebration.  We  have 
been  worshipping  in  the  new  sanctuary 
since  July  1 6,  and  we  have  experienced 
great  growth  with  the  congregation.” 

Those  wishing  to  communicate  with 
Esther  Gitobu  may  contact  her  by  emailing 
netcam@online.com.kh 
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Black  Methodists  make  plans  to  rebuild 


HOUSTON  -  Members  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  of  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal  gathered  in  Houston  earli¬ 
er  this  month  to  lay  the  groundwork  for  an 
even  more  vital  ministry  in  the  communi¬ 
ties  they  serve,  from  Texas  to  Nebraska. 

They  gathered  under  the  theme 
“Reaching  for  Higher  Ground.”  The  event 
included  business  and  plenary  sessions; 
workshops;  an  evening  concert  featuring  a 
Christian  comedian  and  passionate  worship. 

Bishop  Robert  E.  Hayes  Jr.  of  the 
Oklahoma  Annual  Conference  administered 
the  communion  sacraments  during 
Thursday  night’s  opening  worship.  The 
Rev.  Joyce  Harris  Scott  of  Kansas  delivered 
the  opening  message.  Scott,  preaching  from 
Hosea,  encouraged  people  to  engage  in 
“Gomer  Ministry”  -  feeding,  clothing  and 
caring  for  the  least  of  these  -  similar  to  the 
mercy  ministries  of  Hosea  and  that  of  St. 
John’s  UMC  in  Houston,  which  opened  its 
doors  to  BMCR  for  worship. 

Among  the  topics  addressed  during  the 
Friday  workshops  were  rebuilding 
Gulfside  Methodist  Assembly  and  how  to 
attract  worshippers  ages  21-40.  Both  top¬ 
ics  were  of  importance  to  those  assem¬ 
bled,  as  Gulfside  represents  the  rich  his¬ 
tory  of  African-Americans  in  Methodism, 
and  attracting  Generations  X  and  Y  and 
the  Millennials  is  essential  if  African- 
Americans  are  to  have  a  future  in 
Methodism. 

Dr.  Earl  Bledsoe,  District 
Superintendent  in  the  Texas  Conference 
and  a  Gulfside  board  of  directorsmember, 
led  the  discussion  on  rebuilding  Gulfside, 
which  was  completely  destroyed. 


“It  wiped  everything  out  -  I  mean 
everything.  The  question  now  is  should 
we  rebuild?"  Bledsoe  said.  “If  we  rebuild, 
we  need  to  build  for  the  future.  If 
Gulfside  is  going  to  be  all  it  can  be,  we 
need  to  get  the  young  people  on  board.” 

The  board  currently  is  soliciting  input 
from  those  who  have  patronized  Gulfside 
in  the  past  as  well  as  those  who  are  not 
familiar  with  the  Methodist  mainstay. 
BMCR  members  unanimously  affirmed 
the  need  to  rebuild  Gulfside  for  the 
future. 

The  event  closed  with  a  Saturday- 
morning  business  session  and  devotion, 
which  the  Rev.  Maxine  Allen  of  Arkansas 
led.  Preaching  from  Esther,  Allen  encour¬ 
aged  those  assembled  to  “eliminate  hang¬ 
ups  which  exclude  and  start  hanging  out 
with  the  lost,  the  least,  the  lesser  than,  so 
that  God’s  kingdom  may  come  on  earth 
as  it  is  in  heaven.” 

In  addition,  the  delegation  elected  the 
following  officers:  Rev.  Ronnie  Miller  Yow 
of  Arkansas,  Coordinator;  Juanita  Jackson 
of  Texas,  Vice  Coordinator,  and  Rev.  Jacqui 
Thomas  King  of  Texas,  Secretary.  As  a  part 
of  the  final  business  session,  the  election  of 
jurisdictional  representatives  to  the  BMCR 
National  Board  of  Directors  was  tabled 
until  the  national  meeting. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  of  Black  Methodists  for  Church 
Renewal  will  take  place  at  the  National 
BMCR  convention  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
March  2007.  The  jurisdictional  body  will 
gather  again  in  2007  in  Little  Rock,  for 
more  info  contact  Maxine  Allen,  501-324- 
8045  or  mallen@arumc.org. 


/ 
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Bishop  Robert  E.  Hayes  Jr.  of  the  Oklahoma  Annual  Conference  leads  communion  dur¬ 
ing  opening  worship  for  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  gathering  of  Black  Methodists 
for  Church  Renewal. The  group  gathered  in  Houston  earlier  this  month  to  lay  the 
groundwork  for  an  even  more  vital  ministry  in  the  communities  they  serve,  from  Texas 
to  Nebraska. 
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Africana  Worship  Book  meets  long-standing  need 


NASHVILLE,  Term.,  October  5,  2006 
The  General  Board  of  Discipleship  has 
released  a  new  worship  resource  called  The 
Africana  Worship  Book. 

This  rich  resource  contains  calls  to  wor¬ 
ship,  liturgies,  prayers,  litanies,  offertory 
prayers,  doxologies,  choral  readings, 
creeds,  chants  and  benedictions.  The 
resources  are  based  on  Year  A  of  the 
Revised  Common  Lectionary,  yet  organ¬ 
ized  by  worship  element  for  ease  in  use. 

A  2004  consultation  exploring  the  litur¬ 
gy  needs  of  African-American  United 
Methodist  congregations  revealed  that 
these  congregations  could  no  longer  think 
of  themselves  as  being  solely  African- 
American.  When  African-Americans  gather 
for  worship,  worshipers  of  African  descent 
come  from  places  such  as  the  continent  of 
Africa,  the  Caribbean  Islands  or  the 
Americas. 

The  term  “Africana”  embraces  and 
affirms  this  rich  diversity  and  heritage  of 
persons  attending  worship  each  week. 

Published  by  GBOD’s  Discipleship 
Resources,  The  Africana  Worship  Book 
and  CD-ROM  were  birthed  as  a  result  of 
this  needs  assessment  and  discernment 
process. 

Congregations  may  use  the  accompany¬ 
ing  CD-ROM,  which  is  included  with  the 
book,  in  the  preparation  of  printed  orders 
of  worship.  All  the  worship  resources  in 
the  book  are  available  in  a  cut  and  paste 
format  for  ease  of  use. 


“We  use  a  lot  of  the  liturgies,  calls  to 
worship,  and  prayers  of  confession.  It’s 
important  for  us  to  have  this  wonderful 
resource,”  said  the  Rev.  Gloria  Roach- 
Thomas,  pastor  of  Camphor  UMC  in  Saint 
Paul,  Minn.“We’re  the  only  African 
American  UMC  in  the  state  of  Minnesota. 
It’s  a  wonderful  way  for  my  congregation 
to  connect  with  the  greater  United 
Methodist  Africana  liturgies  and  people. 
We’re  not  working  in  isolation.” 

The  liturgies  are  presented  in  language 
that  resonates  with  worshipers.  Roach- 
Thomas  has  found  “Sin  Don’  Lost  its  Grip” 
and  “Feed  Me  ‘til  I  Want  No  More”  partic¬ 
ularly  popular  with  her  congregation  dur¬ 
ing  worship,  communion  services,  and 
Bible  studies. 

“They  [the  liturgies]  connect  us  to  our 
daily  lives.  All  of  us  can  relate.  I  don’t  care 
who  you  are — African,  African-American 
and  other  groups — they  are  so  real  and 
practical  and  authentic.  It’s  truly  a  wonder¬ 
ful  resource!” 

Worship  resources  for  special  days  like 
Black  History  Month,  Martin  Luther  King 
Day,  and  Watchnight  are  also  included. 

For  more  information  about  The 
Africana  Worshipbook,  visit 
www.gbod.org, www.africanaworship.org 
or  contact  Safiyah  Fosua  at  877-899-2780, 
ext.  7084. 
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'Christmas  on  the  Northshore' scheduled 


Southern  Mississippi  Chamber 
Orchestra  will  again  be  at  St.  Timothy  on 
the  Northshore  for  the  annual  Christmas  on 
the  Northshore  concerts.  An  additional  con¬ 
cert  will  be  presented  this  year  as  a  result 
of  last  year’s  popularity. 

The  concerts  will  be  performed  Dec.  10 
at  3  p.m.  and  7  p.m.  and  Dec.  1 1  at  7  p.m. 
The  125-voice  St.  Timothy  Choir  will 
again  be  singing,  as  well  as  international 
tenor  Stuart  Neill,  Rachel  Waiters,  Horace 
English  and  Louisiana  favorite,  Amy 
Pffimmer. 

These  hour  and  ten  minute  programs 
will  include  Christmas  excerpts  from  the 
beloved  Messiah  by  George  Fredrick 


Handel  and  several  of  the  popular  John 
Rutter  Christmas  carols. 

All  concerts  are  free  and  open  to  the 
public  as  a  “Gift  to  the  Community.” 

Reserved  tickets  will  be  available  Nov. 
10  in  the  church  office  located  at  335 
Asbury  Drive  in  Mandeville  (across  from 
K-Mart).  Tickets  will  insure  seating  until 
15  minutes  before  the  concert  begins.  The 
concerts  are  supported  by  a  grant  from  the 
Louisiana  Division  of  the  Arts,  Office  of 
Cultural  Development,  Department  of 
Culture,  Recreation  and  Tourism  in  cooper¬ 
ation  with  the  Louisiana  State  Arts  Council 
as  administered  by  the  St. 

Tammany  Arts  Commission. 


St.  Mark  UMC  hosts  health  fair 


Saint  Mark  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  will  host  a  blood  drive  and 
health  fair  on  Saturday,  Oct.  28  from  9 
a.m.-l  p.m.  at  the  church,  located  at  6217 
Glen  Oaks  Drive.  Classes  and  information 
will  be  available  on  diabetes,  AIDS,  cancer 
and  other  health  concerns.  A  canine 
demonstration  by  the  Baton  Rouge  Police 
Department  will  take  place  at  noon.  The 


mobile  blood  unit  from  Our  Lady  of  the 
Lake  will  be  available  and  will  provide 
lunch  to  blood  donors.  Blood  pressure 
and  blood  glucose  checks  will  be  available. 
Door  prizes  and  snacks  will  be  provided. 

For  additional  information,  please  call 
the  church  office  at  (225)  357-6150.  The 
public  is  invited  to  attend. 


Rachel  Harned  and  Ruthie  Fahey,  members  of  University  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge,  arrange  pumpkins  on  the  church  lawn  for  their  annual  Pumpkin  Patch 
held  in  October.  Funds  raised  by  the  sale  of  the  pumpkins  go  to  benefit  youth  and  youth 
choir  ministries.  Photo  by  Jon  Fisher. 


World  Communion  Sunday 


Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell,  pastor  of  Roberts  UMC  in  Denham  Springs,  above  right,  serves 
communion  at  First  UMC,  Denham  Springs  on  World  Communion  Sunday  alongside  Rev. 
Sarah  Shoup,  associate  at  First  UMC.  Rev.  Wybra  Price,  lead  pastor  of  First  UMC,  traded 
pulpits  with  Campbell,  conducting  worship  at  Roberts  UMC  that  same  Sunday.  Also 
assisting  with  communion  is  Gladier  Dalton. 


A  mission  team  representing  several  United  Methodist  churches  in  Shreveport  recently 
helped  to  restore  hurricane  damaged  homes  in  Dulac,  La.  Pictured,  left  to  right,  are 
Rachel  Scott,  team  leader,  Marjorie  Davis,  Lewis  Rigby  and  Denna  Mitchell. 

Mission  team  aids  Dulac  community 


Invite  a  neighbor 
to  Church  this  Sunday 

Open  Hearts.  Open  Minds.  Open  Doors 


Members  of  a  mission  work  team  repre¬ 
senting  several  Shreveport  United 
Methodist  churches  were  carefully  instruct¬ 
ed:  “Bring  all  the  supplies  you  need  as 
there  are  not  many  stores  open  in  Dulac.” 

Members  of  the  team  traveled  to  the 
south  Louisiana  town  Sept.  13-16  to  help 
residents  in  the  area  surrounding  Dulac 
Community  Center  restore  homes  flooded 
during  Hurricane  Rita. 

“Some  of  the  houses  had  up  to  six  feet 
of  water  during  the  storm,”  said  Rachel 
Scott,  team  leader.  Along  with  Scott,  Lewis 
Rigby,  Maijorie  Davis  and  Denna  Mitchell 
came  from  Noel  Memorial  UMC;  Mary 


Mac  Thompson,  Ken  Hendrickson,  Sandra 
Hendrickson  and  Rev.  Bob  Hollis  repre¬ 
sented  Logansport  UMC;  and  Ron  Fester 
joined  the  group  from  Love  Chapel  UMC. 

The  majority  of  the  residents  in  this 
small  fishing  community  are  Native 
Americans  from  the  Houma  Indian  Tribe. 
“A  lot  of  these  folks  are  in  a  low  income 
bracket,  and  many  have  been  living  in 
FEMA  trailers  for  a  year,”  said  Scott. 

Work  included  painting,  carpentry  and 
plumbing.  Recipient  families  showed  hos¬ 
pitality  to  the  work  team  by  providing 
home  cooked  meals. 
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Clergy  pension  seminars  to  be  held 


The  La.  Annual  Conference  is  spon¬ 
soring  a  series  of  seminars  explaining 
the  new  pension  program  provided  to 
Conference  clergy.  The  seminars  are 
scheduled  for  Nov.  2  from  6:30-8:30 
p.m.  at  The  Wesley  Center  in 
Woodworth;  Nov.  3  from  3-5  p.m.  at 
LaPlace  United  Methodist  Church;  and 
Nov.  4  from  10  a.m.-12  n.n.  at  Trinity 
UMC  in  Ruston. 

Peter  Hang,  benefits  educator  for  the 


General  Board  of  Pension  and  Health 
Benefits,  will  present  on  the  new  Clergy 
Retirement  Security  Program  (CRSP). 

In  addition,  Rev.  Carl  Rhoads  will  give 
information  on  the  Health  Savings 
Accounts  currently  being  used  by 
Conference  employees. 

All  clergy  and  key  leadership  of  local 
churches  who  have  responsibility  for 
compensation  and  benefits  programs  are 
encouraged  to  attend. 


Appalachian  mission 

Church  youth  groups  interested  in  a 
summer  mission  experience  may  find  what 
they  re  looking  for  with  a  new  ministry  at 
Asbury  Woods,  a  United  Methodist  retreat 
center  in  Salt  Rock,  West  Virginia. 

Appalachian  Mission@Asbury  Woods 
offers  mission  camps  which  are  designed 
for  various  ages  from  middle  school  to  sen¬ 
ior  high  youth. 

Work  sites  are  available  for  all  skill  lev¬ 
els,  and  no  experience  is  required. 

The  mission’s  vision  is  to  offer  compas¬ 
sionate  help,  in  the  spirit  of  Christ,  to  peo¬ 
ple  in  need;  hoping  to  heal  both  hearts  and 
homes. 

Weeklong  camps  are  offered  for  senior 
high  youth  and  adults.  One  adult  for  every 
six  youth  is  required. 

Weekend  camps  are  open  to  middle 
school  youth  with  appropriate  adult  super¬ 
vision. 

Week  camps  for  17-100  participants  are 
slated  for  June  10-15  and  July  22-27,  2007 


camp  opportunities 

.  The  cost  for  these  camps  is  $400  per  per¬ 
son,  which  includes  all  meals  (except 
Wednesday  evening),  all  work  site  materi¬ 
als,  devotional  programming,  on-site  proj¬ 
ect  manager,  air-conditioned  lodging,  plus 
access  to  swimming  pool,  chapel,  fishing 
pond,  campfire,  hiking  trails,  and  basket¬ 
ball,  softball  and  volleyball  areas. 

A  weeklong  camp  for  10-16  participants 
is  scheduled  for  June  24-29,  2007.  The  cost 
is  $250  per  person,  which  includes  all  of 
the  above  except  meals  and  programming. 

Weekend  camps  for  10-16  participants 
are  slated  for  July  13-15  and  August  3-5, 
2007.  The  cost  is  $100  per  person,  which 
includes  all  of  the  above  except  meals  and 
programming. 

Other  dates  are  available  by  special 
request.  For  more  information  contact 
Bobby  Hall  at  (304)  733-4237  or  Jan 
Sullivan  at  (304)  736-9962  or  wester- 
numc@aol.com 


SMU:  Latino  Christian  studies  program 


Dallas,  Texas  -  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Southern  Methodist  University, 
announces  the  establishment  of  a  Center 
for  the  Study  of  Latino/a  Christianity  and 
Religions.  The  center  will  be  headed  by  Dr. 
David  Maldonado,  president  emeritus  of 
Iliff  School  of  Theology.  Maldonado 
retired  in  2004  from  that  position,  follow¬ 
ing  16  years  on  the  faculty  at  Perkins. 
Previously,  he  taught  at  The  University  of 
Texas  at  Arlington. 

The  mission  of  the  center  is  to  pro¬ 
mote  a  deeper  understanding  of  the  vari¬ 
eties  of  religious  life  and  expression  within 
the  Latino  communities  in  the  United 
States  and  in  Latin  America.  The  Center 
will  address  topics  and  issues  related  to  the 

Dr.  McClain,  from  page  1 

material  on  African  American  spiritual  and 
gospel  songs.  Songs  of  Zion  had  a  tremen¬ 
dous  impact  on  the  composition  of 
Christian  hymnals  of  every  domination  in 
the  Christian  community.  A  frequent  lectur¬ 
er  and  preacher  in  major  pulpits  and  uni¬ 
versities  throughout  this  country  and 
abroad,  McClain  has  also  preached  in 
Africa,  Asia,  the  West  Indies,  New  Zealand 
and  Europe. 

Ministers  from  across  the  Conference — 
including  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson 
and  persons  serving  as  Deacons,  Elders, 
District  Superintendents — will  be  present 
during  parts  of  the  weekend. 

Representatives  of  the  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry,  United  Methodist  seminaries  and 


Latino/a  religious  experience  within  a 
broader  ecumenical  and  religious  context, 
as  well  as  attention  to  international  dynam¬ 
ics  and  realities. 

“The  presence,  dynamic  growth,  and 
increasing  diversity  of  Hispanic  popula¬ 
tions  challenge  the  church  and  religious 
leaders  in  preparing  those  who  will  minis¬ 
ter  with  this  population,”  said  William  B. 
Lawrence,  Dean  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology.  “The  Center  will  be  a  great 
resource  for  the  various  degree  programs  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  that  prepare 
religious  leaders  to  minister  in  a  social  con¬ 
text  in  which  the  Latino  population  is  an 
increasingly  significant  factor.” 


recent  graduates  of  seminary  will  also  be 
on  site  to  offer  presentations  and  answer 
participants’  questions. 

The  retreat  will  begin  Friday  at  5  p.m. 
and  end  Sunday  with  a  closing  service  of 
Holy  Communion,  followed  by  lunch.  The 
registration  fee  is  $27  for  students  and  $77 
for  adults/employed.  Email  lgregg3@bell- 
south.net  for  a  registration  form  or  register 
online  at  www.la-umc.org.  Once  at  the  site, 
select  “Spiritual  Formation”  from  the  menu 
and  follow  the  link  to  the  Discemers 
Academy. 

Contact  Rev.  Carole  Cotton  Winn, 
director,  at  cottonwinn@bellsouth.net  or 
(985)  639-9531,  or  Linda  Gregg  at  (225) 
346-1646  for  additional  information. 


St.  Mark's  welcomes  volunteers 

Joanne  Finley,  a  deaconess  sent  by  the  Women's  Division,  is  currently  serving  as 
Volunteer  House  Manager  at  St.  Mark's  Community  Center  in  New  Orleans.  Finley 
is  pictured,  top  in  the  center,  with  a  mission  team  from  the  California-Nevada 
Annual  Conference. The  team  is  the  40th  from  that  conference  that  has  visited  the 
New  Orleans  area  to  participate  in  storm  recovery  ministry.  An  earlier  team  from 
the  California-Nevada  Conference  is  shown,  middle  photo,  cleaning  up  the  court¬ 
yard  area  between  the  St.  Mark's  Community  Center  and  St.  Mark's  UMC. The  two 
buildings  are  connected.  A  mission  team  from  South  Africa  is  pictured,  above,  led 
by  Rev.  Jon  Lord  and  his  wife  Lisa,  standing  left.  The  Lords  have  returned  to  New 
Orleans  to  serve  in  the  Mission  Zone. The  group  from  South  Africa  did  repairs, 
painted,  built  bunk  beds  and  restored  the  center's  damaged  pool.  St.  Mark's 
Community  Center  was  created  by  the  Methodist  church  in  1909,  and  is  a  project 
of  the  Women's  Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  which  owns  the 
main  building  of  the  complex.  St.  Mark's  United  Methodist  Church,  physically  con¬ 
nected  to  the  center,  is  a  congregation  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 
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St.  Mark's  Community  Center:  a  New  Orleans  legacy 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

The  sounds  of  children’s  voices  at  St. 
Mark’s  Community  Center,  located  in  the 
French  Quarter  of  New  Orleans,  have 
been  replaced  by  the  noise  of  hammers 
and  saws. 

“Although  the  complex  didn’t  flood  in 
the  aftermath  of  Hurricane  Katrina,  the 
main  building  had  some  storm  damage  and 
the  basement  took  on  four  feet  of  water,” 
said  Peggy  Culligan,  vice  president  of  the 
board  of  directors  for  the  center. 

The  most  significant  factor  in  rebuilding 
the  center’s  children’s  ministry,  however,  is 
not  the  loss  of  a  fully  functional  facility  .  .  . 
it  is  the  loss  of  the  people  once  served. 
“Prior  to  Katrina,  St.  Mark’s  Community 
Center  served  over  300  children  through 
the  after  school,  mentoring,  tutoring  and 
summer  camp  programs.  Some  of  the  kids 
are  back,  but  many  are  scattered  through¬ 
out  the  United  States,”  said  Culligan. 

St.  Mark’s  Community  Center,  created 
by  the  Methodist  church  in  1909,  is  a  proj¬ 
ect  of  the  Women’s  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  which  owns 
the  main  building  of  the  complex.  St. 

Mark’s  United  Methodist  Church,  physical¬ 
ly  connected  to  the  center,  is  a  congrega¬ 
tion  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

“The  center  was  originally  created  to 
help  immigrants  settle  into  the  community 
by  teaching  English  and  certain  job  skills. 
Most  of  them  were  Sicilian,  some  were 
German.  Because  New  Orleans  was  a 
thriving  port,  many  of  the  immigrants 
found  work  in  the  banana  industry. 

Bananas  were  a  rare  commodity  at  the  turn 
of  the  century,”  said  Culligan,  adding  that 
the  ministry  first  operated  in  an  uptown 
location  near  the  river  front. 

Since  most  of  the  Sicilians  settled  in  the 
French  Quarter,  (“The  now  fashionable 
property  was  affordable  then!”),  the  current 
site  for  St.  Mark’s  Community  Center  was 
purchased  in  1923  in  order  to  provide  easy 
access  for  those  using  the  center’s  pro¬ 
grams.  “The  center  is  older  than  the  church. 
The  buildings  house  a  gymnasium,  class¬ 
rooms,  a  computer  area,  a  pool,  a  carpentry 
workshop  and  offices.  Although  it  no  longer 
exists,  a  medical  clinic  operated  out  of  the 
facility  in  the  early  years  of  the  center’s 
ministry.  The  clinic  was  ahead  of  its  time 
because  it  provided  services  to  members  of 
all  races  despite  the  laws  and  traditions  of 
segregation.  Back  then,  as  it  is  now,  the 
center  has  specifically  targeted  the  needs  of 
women  and  children,”  said  Culligan. 

As  the  neighborhood  grew  and  changed, 
the  center  began  to  see  a  shift  in  the  popu¬ 
lation  they  served  as  it  became  largely 
African  American.  “An  historic  neighbor¬ 
hood  known  as  Treme  was  built  after  the 
Civil  War.  Treme  happens  to  be  right 
across  North  Rampart  Street  from  St. 
Mark’s.  The  neighborhood  was  developed 
by  Mr.  Treme,  who  was  a  free  person  of 
color.  Settled  by  other  free  persons  of  color 
looking  for  affordable  housing,  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  eventually  changed  into  an  area 
occupied  largely  by  poor  and  low  income 
residents,”  said  Culligan.  “Although  we 
draw  children  from  all  over  New  Orleans,  a 
large  number  come  from  the  Treme  area.” 

The  staff  and  volunteers  have  stayed  in 


touch  with  many  of  the  children  served  by 
the  center  through  email  and  cell  phones. 
“It  is  heartbreaking  to  know  that  these 
young  people  who  had  very  little  stability 
in  their  lives  had  to  go  through  the  trauma 
and  loss  they  experienced  fleeing  from 
Katrina,”  said  Coach  Jeffery  Parker,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  after  school  program. 

Stories  of  heroism  abound  in  the  after- 
math  of  the  storm,  sometimes  with  St. 
Mark’s  at  the  center  of  the  tale.  “One  girl, 
who  learned  to  swim  at  our  center,  shared 
with  us  that  she  was  able  to  save  herself 
and  her  mother  from  drowning  during 
Katrina.  Her  mother,  who  had  never 
learned  to  swim,  begged  the  daughter  to 
swim  away  and  save  herself.  The  girl 
refused,  and  pushed  her  mother  underwater 
to  swim  them  both  to  safety,”  said  Parker. 

The  pool  where  the  young  girl  learned 
to  swim  is  fully  operational  again,  thanks 
to  the  efforts  of  a  Volunteers  in  Mission 
team  from  South  Africa.  “Dean  Weill,  a 
member  of  our  group,  did  a  great  job  on 
the  pool.  He  comes  by  the  talent  honestly 
because  his  father  owns  a  pool  company  in 
Johannesburg,”  said  Rev.  Jon  Lord,  team 
leader  and  missionary  pastor  of  Primrose 
United  Methodist  Church  in  South  Africa. 

Lord  and  his  wife  Lisa,  natives  of 
Louisiana,  stayed  in  the  states  after  the 
South  African  team  went  home  in  May. 
“Bishop  Hutchinson  (Louisiana  Area)  has 
asked  me  to  return  home  to  serve  with  the 
New  Orleans  churches.  Those  which  have 
been  most  damaged  by  the  storm  are 
grouping  as  cooperative  parishes  and  will 
work  together  as  a  mission  zone  to  rebuild 
and  strengthen  the  church  throughout  the 
city,”  added  Lord. 

As  the  church  rebuilds,  so  does  its  pro¬ 
grams.  “Although  it  is  just  a  small  group, 
James  Rogers,  a  staff  member,  is  meeting 
with  a  remnant  from  his  Awesome  Girls 
mentoring  program,”  said  Culligan.  The 
group  focuses  on  empowering  girls,  dis¬ 
cussing  the  risks  of  drug  abuse,  drinking 
and  teen  pregnancy.  “The  group  enjoys  a 
lot  of  outside  activities,  visiting  college 
campuses  and  meeting  with  professionals 
to  show  them  a  broader  picture  of  the 
world  outside  their  homes.  Mr.  Rogers, 
who  is  a  social  worker,  offers  counseling 
for  the  girls  and  their  families.” 

Tasha  Bergeron,  a  volunteer  mentor  for 
the  Awesome  Girls  project,  can’t  wait  to 
get  back  to  New  Orleans  to  begin  helping 
with  the  program  once  again.  “My  husband 
and  I  are  displaced  by  Katrina  and  living  in 
Baton  Rouge  with  my  parents.  We  are 
rebuilding  our  home,  but  the  progress  is 
slow.  It’s  very  hard  to  find  contractors  to 
do  the  work,”  said  Bergeron,  who  has  a 
high  regard  for  the  ministry  provided  by  St. 
Mark’s  Community  Center. 

“Mr.  Rogers  is  great  with  the  girls.  In 
many  cases,  there  are  no  fathers  in  these 
homes.  Through  the  mentoring  program,  it 
may  be  the  first  time  a  girl  has  heard  from 
a  caring  male  that  it  is  a  bad  idea  to  be  sex¬ 
ually  active  or  to  be  involved  in  drugs,” 
said  Bergeron,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Dillard 
and  Tulane  Universities  in  New  Orleans. 

Not  only  is  St.  Mark’s  in  the  process  of 
reopening  its  programs  for  children,  the 
center  is  doing  its  part  to  assist  in  the 


rebuilding  of  New  Orleans.  “The  mission 
team  from  South  Africa  cleaned  out  extra 
rooms  at  the  center  and  has  built  bunk  beds 
that  will  provide  sleeping  quarters  for 
members  of  visiting  recovery  teams. 
Housing  for  these  volunteers  is  scarce,  and 
this  is  one  way  that  St.  Mark’s  can  help,” 
said  Culligan. 

She  added  that  St.  Mark’s  Community 
Center  also  performed  its  “civic  duty”  by 
serving  as  a  polling  station  for  the  recent 
mayorial  election  in  New  Orleans.  “We 
hosted  three  precincts,  and  I  trained  to 
serve  as  a  commissioner.  It  made  sense  to 
serve  as  a  station  because  the  main  thing 
we  have  to  offer  is  space.” 

All  of  these  efforts  are  in  keeping  with 
the  tradition  of  St.  Mark’s  and  its  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  residents  surrounding  the 
center.  “St.  Mark’s  is  an  anchor  in  the 
neighborhood.  No  matter  what,  it  doesn’t 
move.  But  the  children  we  serve  have 
unstable  lives;  I  call  them  the  Tittle 
nomads.’  I  would  say  that  about  half  the 
population  of  this  area  moves  once  every 
six  months,  uptown  to  downtown,  moving 
in  with  a  relative.  A  parent  loses  their  job, 
or  is  otherwise  unable  to  care  for  their  chil¬ 
dren.  St.  Mark’s  may  be  the  only  thing  they 
can  rely  on,”  said  Culligan. 

On  top  of  this  instability,  these  under¬ 
served  children  of  New  Orleans  were  total¬ 
ly  uprooted  by  Hurricane  Katrina,  she 
added.  “Many  traveled  to  other  cities.  At 
first  they  were  welcomed;  now  they  are  not 
welcome.  It  is  just  an  awful  lot  of  trauma 
to  bear.” 

Culligan  feels  encouraged  that  many  of 
the  families  will  come  back.  “Some  will 
find  better  educational  systems  in  other 
cities;  we’ve  lost  those,  but  that’s  alright 
because  we  want  what’s  best  for  them.  For 
others,  New  Orleans  is  the  only  place  they 
can  feel  at  home,  where  they  feel  they  fit 
in.  They  will  come  back,  and  St.  Mark’s 
will  be  ready  to  serve.” 

Right  now,  the  staff  and  volunteers 
address  the  challenges  of  recruiting  more 
children  to  serve  and  finding  desperately 
needed  funding.  “We  plan  to  start  over 
much  the  same  way  we  began.  Coach 
Parker  is  already  visiting  area  schools,  talk¬ 
ing  to  counselors  and  principals,  promoting 
our  program.  As  folks  move  back,  we  are 
hearing  from  the  children  we  were  serving. 
The  process  is  slow  because  the  schools 
are  still  struggling  to  return,”  said  Culligan. 

“Funding  is  critical.  We  want  to  be  fully 
functional  for  the  fall  so  that  we  can  be 
poised  to  serve  those  children  returning  to 
the  city.” 

Finley  from  page  1 

Laredo,  Tex.,  also  owned  by  the  Women’s 
Division.  “The  center  in  Laredo  had  com¬ 
pletely  closed,  but  we  were  able  to  rebuild 
the  Board  of  Directors  and  bring  back  the 
English  as  a  Second  Language  and  the 
GED  programs,”  she  said. 

Finley  comes  to  Louisiana  in  the  role  of 
“deaconess,”  a  lay  position  “The  dea¬ 
coness  movement  is  comprised  of  women 
who  feel  a  call  to  serve  God  full-time 
through  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Rather  than  choosing  the  pulpit,  deaconess- 


One  of  the  children  who  has  already 
returned  to  New  Orleans  is  Corey,  a  15- 
year-old  who  has  “grown  up”  at  St.  Mark’s 
Community  Center.  “My  mom  and  dad 
both  hung  out  at  St.  Mark’s  when  they 
were  younger.  Since  I  was  seven.  I’ve 
come  to  the  after  school  and  summer  pro¬ 
grams,”  he  explained. 

Although  Corey’s  parents  are  now 
divorced,  his  mother  had  managed  to  buy 
her  first  home  just  prior  to  the  arrival  of 
Hurricane  Katrina.  The  house  was  covered 
with  1 5  feet  of  water.  “Fortunately,  she  had 
purchased  flood  insurance.  She  was  one  of 
the  lucky  ones,”  said  Culligan. 

Corey’s  family  is  living  temporarily 
with  his  maternal  grandmother,  who  lives 
in  Treme.  He  is  happy  to  have  easy 
access  to  the  center,  which  he  visits  near¬ 
ly  every  day. 

“When  I  was  little,  I  had  a  temper. 
Coach  Parker  helped  me  a  lot  with  getting 
it  under  control.  He  told  me  how  to  use  my 
words  and  not  to  punch  something  or 
someone,”  said  Corey. 

The  underlying  cause  for  Corey’s  anger 
and  frustration  was  an  undetected  problem 
with  reading.  “When  Corey  was  in  the 
fourth  grade,  I  had  invited  several  of  the 
kids  to  my  apartment  to  bake  a  cake.  We 
were  sitting  around  the  kitchen  table,  read¬ 
ing  the  directions  on  the  cake  box.  Corey 
said,  ‘I  need  some  yellow  stuff.’  He  could¬ 
n’t  read  the  word  ‘butter,’”  said  Culligan. 

With  help  from  St.  Mark’s,  Corey  was 
ultimately  enrolled  in  an  experimental 
charter  school  run  by  the  University  of 
New  Orleans.  He  has  mastered  reading, 
and  has  discovered  a  natural  aptitude  with 
computers.  “Corey  is  constantly  working 
on  the  computers  at  St.  Mark’s,  taking 
them  apart,  fixing  them.  He  could  really 
have  a  bright  future  in  the  field  of  comput¬ 
ers  and  technology,”  she  added. 

The  board,  staff  and  volunteers  at  St. 
Mark’s  Community  Center  are  optimistic 
about  the  future,  despite  the  challenges 
they  face.  Peggy  Culligan  emphasized, 

“The  children  who  come  to  St.  Mark’s  are 
loving  children.  They  have  ambition  and 
want  to  succeed.  But  they  must  be  given 
the  right  tools.  If  the  schools  are  not  good 
enough,  these  children  need  extra  help. 
They  need  a  healthy  environment  and  a 
place  where  they  can  grow  spiritually.  This 
is  an  official  mission  of  the  Women’s 
Division.  We  must  treat  them  as  well  as 
anyone  would  like  their  children  and 
grandchildren  treated.  They  deserve  desks 
that  aren’t  broken,  new  supplies,  function¬ 
ing  toilets.  We  must  not  forget  them.” 


es  serve  in  the  capacity  of  their  existing 
careers  or  expertise,  such  as  teaching, 
social  work,  mental  health  and  medical 
services.  Our  focus  is  love,  justice  and 
service,”  said  Finley,  who  received  her 
training  at  New  York  Theological 
Seminary. 

Hearing  the  stories  of  storm  survivors  is 
a  strong  motivator  for  Finley.  “Despite 
everything  they’ve  been  through,  there  is 
still  joy  in  their  hearts.  Their  faith  makes 
me  want  to  come  in  and  do  what  I  can  do.” 
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Advent  devotional  guide 
helps  feed  hungry 


This  year’s  Advent  Devotional  guide 
from  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew  is  built 
around  the  theme  of  signs  and  wonders, 
which  is  also  the  title  of  the  program. 
“Signs  and  Wonders”  will  lead  the  reader 
through  Advent  with  daily  scriptures, 
reflections,  and  prayers,  while  offering  an 
opportunity  to  share  in  Jesus’  work  of 
feeding  the  hungry.  Besides  the  devotional 
benefits  for  the  user,  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands,  even  millions,  of  hungry  Americans 
will  benefit  from  the  fresh,  nutritious  food 
the  Society  of  St.  Andrew  (SoSA)  will  be 
able  to  provide  from  financial  donations 
received  through  this  Advent  program. 

“This  year,  SoSA  is  honored  to  have 
the  Mississippi  United  Methodist 
Conference’s  Bishop  Hope  Morgan  Ward 
contribute  the  devotional  readings  for  each 
of  the  Sundays  of  Advent,”  said  Susan 
Allen,  Church  Development  Director  for 
the  Society  of  St.  Andrew. 

During  Advent  the  Society  of  St. 
Andrew  asks  participants  to  prayerfully 
read  and  reflect  on  the  scriptures  and  devo¬ 
tions  in  “Signs  and  Wonders”  and  then  to 
share  in  their  work  of  feeding  America’s 
hungry  by  making  a  financial  donation. 

Last  year  donations  made  through  the 
Advent  devotional  program  provided  more 
than  1 .7  million  servings  of  food  to  those 
who  don’t  get  enough  to  eat. 

The  Society  of  St.  Andrew  is  recog¬ 
nized  as  an  Advance  Special  Project  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  #80 1 600.  The 
Society  of  St.  Andrew  gleans  and  salvages 
produce  and  gets  it  delivered  to  food 
banks,  church  pantries,  soup  kitchens,  shel¬ 
ters  and  other  service  agencies  for  donation 
to  the  hungry.  SoSA’s  administrative  and 
fundraising  expenses  are  only  6.8%,  which 
means  that  93.2  cents  of  every  donated 
dollar  goes  directly  to  providing  food  for 
the  hungry. 

All  materials  are  free.  For  a  sample  kit, 
visit  www.endhunger.org/advent.htm,  call, 
1-800-333-4597,  or  email:  church@end- 


Congress  on  Evangelism  slated 


^  NASHVILLE,  Term.— The  2007 
Congress  on  Evangelism  will  be  held  at  the 
Sheraton  Myrtle  Beach  Convention  Center 
in  Myrtle  Beach,  S.C.,  Jan.  2-5,  2007. 

The  Council  on  Evangelismsponsors 
this  annual  event  in  cooperation  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church  General  Board  of 
Discipleship.  The  theme  is  “Keeping  the 
Main  Thing  the  Main  Thing,”  is  inspired 
by  I  Corinthians  2:2. 

“This  event  aims  to  motivate  churches 
to  start  or  improve  their  evangelistic  out¬ 
reach,”  said  the  Rev.  Kwasi  Kena,  director 
of  evangelism  for  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship.  “Attendees  come  to  the 
Congress  for  inspiration  and  instruction  in 
the  area  of  evangelism  ministries,”  he  said. 

Event  goals  are  to  provide  for  an 
exchange  of  ideas;  identify  grassroots  con¬ 
cerns  and  need  for  supporting  resources; 
introduce  new  styles  for  communicating 
the  Gospel;  and  create  an  atmosphere 
receptive  to  the  Spirit  of  God  for  the  moti¬ 
vation  and  guidance  needed  for  mission. 

Plenary  sessions  offer  national  speakers, 
Bible  teaching  and  practical  theological 
lectures,  while  1 7  workshops  provide  atten¬ 
dees  with  the  hands  on,  practical  aspects  of 
evangelism  ministries. 


This  year’s  inspiring  keynote  speakers 
include:  Adam  Hamilton,  founding  pastor 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  of  the 
Resurrection  in  Leawood,  Kansas;  Jeff 
Dunn,  senior  pastor  of  fast  growing  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Myrtle  Beach, 
South  Carolina;  best-selling  author  Anne 
Graham  Lotz,  founder  of  AnGeL 
Ministries;  Joy  J.  Moore,  assistant  profes¬ 
sor  of  preaching  at  Asbury  Theological 
Seminary,  Wilmore,  Kentucky;  J. 

Ellsworth  Kalas,  Bible  teacher  and  author; 
Bishop  Scott  Jameson  Jones,  Episcopal 
leader  of  the  Kansas  Area. 

Wesley  Putnam,  a  traveling  evangelist, 
preacher,  and  singer,  will  provide  the  music 
leadership  for  the  event. 

Registration  fees  are  $135  for  a  single 
and  $175  per  couple.  NAUME  members 
are  $67.50  for  a  single  and  $87.50  for  cou¬ 
ples.  Mail  registration  form  and  check 
made  payable  to  “Congress  on 
Evangelism”  to:  Congress  on  Evangelism, 
c/o  Rev.  Allen  Black,  Secretary,  Hermitage 
United  Methodist  Church,  205  Belinda 
Drive,  Hermitage,  TN  37076  .  Deadline  to 
mail  registration  is  Dec.  1,  2006.  For  more 
information  contact,  Allen  Black  at  con- 
gressonevangelism@hotmail.com. 


Mission  events 

Primetimers,  a  program  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  is 
offering  seven  events  in  various  geo¬ 
graphic  locations  in  2007. 

An  Encounter  with  Protestant  Italy, 
April  12-21,  Event  Cost  $1,365;  The 
Life  and  Spirit  of  Appalachia, 
Henderson  Settlement  in  Kentucky, 
April  22-28,  Event  Cost  $465;  Journey 
into  the  West,  Ocean  Park  Retreat 
Center  in  Washington  State,  May  6-12, 
Event  Cost  $590;  Embracing  Iowa- 
Urban  &  Rural  Social  Justice,  Wesley 
Woods  Camp  and  Retreat  Center  in 
Indianola,  Iowa,  Sept.  30-Oct.  5,  Event 
Cost  $555;  I  Don’t  Feel  Nowhere 
Tired-Come  Far  From  Where  We 
Started,  Johns  Island,  South  Carolina, 
Oct.  6-13,  Event  Cost  $465; 
Globalization  Seminar  Program, 
GBGM,  New  York,  New  York,  Oct. 
14-19,  Event  Cost  $895;  Life  on  the 
Bayou  Teche-History,  Culture,  and 
UMCOR  Sager  Brown,  UMCOR 
Sager-Brown  in  Baldwin,  Louisiana, 
Oct.  21-27,  Event  Cost  $515.  For  more 
information  call  (877)  882-4724  or 
email  primetimers@gbgm-umc.org. 


Charitable  Gift  Annuities: 
As  EASY  as  1  -2-3 


Let  us  show  you  how  easy  it  really  is.  We 
will  give  you  a  free,  personalized  illustration 
demonstrating: 

■  How  much  income  you  can  “lock  in”  for  life 

■  How  much  of  that  income  will  be  tax-free 

■  How  big  your  charitable  income  tax 
deduction  will  be 

■  How  your  gift  will  benefit  your  church 


Take  the  first  step. 

For  your  personalized  illustration,  contact  us. 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana - 


8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70809 

(225)  346-1535  or  (800)  256-9317 
www.umf.org 


hurricane  recovery  efforts, 
visit  the  La.  Conference 
web  site  at 


www.la-umc.org 

or  contact  the  La.  UM 
Disaster  Recovery  Center  at 

(225)  346-5193 
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Wesley  Center  initiates  first  phase  of  development  plans 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

The  Board  of  Directors  for  The  Wesley 
Center  in  Woodworth  recently  voted  to 
move  ahead  with  the  first  phase  of  long- 
range  development  plans  that  will  enhance 
Louisiana’s  United  Methodist  conference 
center. 


Phase  One  of  the  development  plans 
for  The  Wesley  Center  includes:  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  new  meeting  room/storage 
building  between  the  East  and  West 
Lodges;  covered  walkways  between  the 
lodges;  a  50  foot  by  100  foot  pavilion  on 
the  west  side  of  the  parking  area;  hard 


surfacing  of  some  trails  and  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  gazebo  beside  the  lake;  RV  park¬ 
ing  for  one  dozen  vehicles;  conversion  of 
16  rooms  to  house  a  queen  or  double  bed 
plus  two  single  beds  to  increase  bed 

See  Wesley  Center,  page  3 


Bethany's  Back 


An  overflow  crowd  of  more  than  520  rededicated  Bethany  United  Methodist  Church's  newly  renovated  worship  center  during  a 
service  on  Oct.  22.  When  Hurricane  Katrina  struck  on  Aug.  29, 2005,  the  church  buildings  sustained  close  to  1 1  feet  of  standing 
flood  water. The  service  was  filled  with  church  members  and  people  from  California,  Maryland,  Arizona, Tennessee, Texas, 
Mississippi  and  Georgia  who  had  served  on  work  teams  to  rebuild  the  church.  Worshippers  processed  into  the  sanctuary  led  by 
the  jazz  band  from  Sophie  Wright  Middle  Charter  School. 


Flooded  New  Orleans  church  rebuilds  sanctuary 


Almost  a  year  and  two  months  after 
Hurricane  Katrina  struck  New  Orleans, 
Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  reded¬ 
icated  its  newly  renovated  worship  cen¬ 
ter.  During  the  storm  which  struck  Aug. 
29,  2005,  the  church  buildings  sustained 
close  to  1 1  feet  of  standing  flood  water. 

“Bethany  is  back.  We’re  blessed,  big¬ 
ger  and  beautiful,”  said  Bethany  Pastor 
Hadley  Edwards,  who  led  the  Oct.  22 
service,  which  also  celebrated  Bethany 
UMC’s  49th  anniversary. 


An  overflow  crowd  of  more  than  520 
at  the  service  included  people  from 
California,  Maryland,  Arizona, 
Tennessee,  Texas,  Mississippi  and 
Georgia  who  had  served  on  work  teams 
to  rebuild  the  church. 

“God  has  raised  up  among  us  a  new 
extended  family  inclusive  of  our  brothers 
and  sisters  from  every  city  and  town 
across  this  nation  who  provided  support 
during  our  fight  for  survival,”  said 
Edwards. 


The  worshippers  gathered  at  10:45 
a.m.  under  a  large  tent  on  the  church 
grounds,  then  processed  into  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  led  by  the  jazz  band  from  Sophie 
Wright  Middle  Charter  School.  “There 
was  so  much  joy.  We  were  singing,  danc¬ 
ing,  and  clapping  to  the  sounds  of  the 
instruments.  Of  course,  the  jazz  band 
played  ‘When  the  Saints  Go  Marching 
In,’"  said  Edwards,  who  led  the  proces- 

See  Bethany,  page  4 
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Status:  Station  Churches 


Editor’s  Note:  The  following  notes 
give  a  brief  update  on  all  station 
churches  in  the  La.  Conference  Mission 
Zone.  Pages  six  and  seven  of  this  issue 
give  updates  on  all  churches  in  the 
seven  Cooperative  Parishes.  Worship 
times  are  posted  at  www.la-umc.org. 

Aurora  United  Methodist  Church 
received  some  wind  damage  from 
Hurricane  Katrina.  The  church  is  located 
on  the  West  Bank.  Although  there  are 
persons  from  the  East  portion  of  New 
Orleans  who  have  moved  to  the  West 
Bank,  the  area  is  experiencing  a  record 
number  of  persons  leaving  the  area  due 
to  the  lack  of  jobs,  schools,  etc.  The 
church  is  offering  a  full  range  of  nurture 
and  outreach  ministries  and  houses  the 
Westback  Disaster  Recovery  Station. 

Belle  Chase  UMC  received  some 
damage  to  its  building;  the  repairs  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  addressed.  Immediately  after 
the  hurricane  the  church  functioned  as  a 
medical  site  for  Plaquemines  Parish  and 
continues  to  offer  outreach  coordination. 

Bethany  UMC  received  extensive 
damage  from  the  hurricane.  The  church 
rededicated  its  newly  rebuilt  sanctuary 
on  Sunday,  October  22.  The  community 
surrounding  the  church  is  struggling  to 
return.  The  church  is  a  beacon  for  this 
recovery. 

Trinity  UMC  of  Buras  is  worship¬ 
ping  Sundays  at  6  p.m.  at  Gretna  UMC. 
The  Trinity  building  received  major 
damage  and  is  not  usable  at  this  time. 
The  church  is  actively  responding  to  the 
needs  of  the  people  of  the  southern  area 
of  Plaquemines  Parish. 

El  Mesias  UMC  did  not  receive 
much  damage  from  the  hurricane.  El 
Mesias  has  offered  to  help  the  Zone  and 
the  New  Orleans  District  with  transla¬ 
tion  for  the  increasing  population  of 
Spanish  speaking  persons. 

Gretna  UMCsustained  damages  that 
have  been  repaired  and  the  church  is 
offering  a  variety  of  nurture  and  out¬ 
reach  ministries.  The  church  has  housed 
volunteer  groups  in  the  past  and  will 


continue  to  do  so  in  the  future  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  community. 

Korean  UMC,  since  the  hurricane,  is 
also  offering  a  worship  service  in 
English. 

Lake  Vista  UMC  received  some 
damage  from  the  hurricane  and  flood, 
but  has  resumed  its  ministries.  The 
church  is  housing  volunteer  groups  and 
reaches  out  into  the  neighborhood 
through  a  new  Day  Care  Program. 

Munholland  UMC  suffered  some 
damages  from  the  hurricane  but  has 
made  repairs.  The  church  continues  to 
offer  many  ministries  including  the  min¬ 
istry  of  hospitality  of  housing  volunteer 
groups. 

Rayne  UMC  suffered  much  damage 
with  the  steeple  blown  down,  letting  in 
wind  and  rain.  The  repairs  of  the  build¬ 
ing  continue  as  the  church  restores  the 
lives  of  its  church  members  and  the 
community  through  a  variety  of  min¬ 
istries  -  Bible  study,  grief  counseling, 
concerts,  worship  services,  and  a  child 
care  program.  The  church  also  houses 
volunteer  groups. 

St.  Matthew’s  UMC  suffered  dam¬ 
ages  to  the  church  and  pre-school  build¬ 
ings.  Both  have  been  repaired  and  the 
church  is  offering  ministries  for  the 
members  and  the  community.  The 
church  also  houses  volunteer  groups. 

Cameron/Calcasieu  Parish  Churches: 

Cameron  and  Grand  Chenier  United 
Methodist  Churches  have  been  worship¬ 
ping  at  10:30  a.m.  with  Sweet  Lake 
UMC.  Sweet  Lake  also  houses  volun¬ 
teers  and  offers  ministries  through  the 
Faith  Share  Store  where  community  res¬ 
idents  can  receive  needed  items  that 
have  been  donated  from  groups  in  and 
outside  of  Louisiana.  Both  Cameron 
and  Grand  Chenier  UMCs  have  been 
gutted  and  are  being  repaired.  Westfield 
UMC  of  Cameron  held  its  first  worship 
service  on  Sunday,  October  22,  and 
Grand  Chenier  will  have  its  first  wor¬ 
ship  on  Sunday,  November  12. 


Lilly  Endowment  continues  clergy  renewal  program 


With  last  month’s  announcement  of  the 
recipients  of  grants  in  Lilly  Endowment’s 
National  Clergy  Renewal  Program,  more 
than  700  congregations  have  had  the 
opportunity  to  design  and  carry  out  periods 
of  renewal  for  their  pastors.  The 
Endowment  is  pleased  to  announce  that  the 
popular  program  will  continue  for  an 
eighth  year,  when  up  to  120  congregations 
will  be  selected  to  participate  in  2007. 

“Pastors  and  congregations  both  benefit 
from  this  period  of  renewal,”  said  Craig 
Dykstra,  Endowment  senior  vice  president 
for  religion.  “They  are  given  a  rare  chance 
to  get  away  from  the  demands  of  daily 
parish  ministry  and  explore  ‘what  makes 
their  hearts  sing.’ 

“That  is  why  we  suggest  that,  before 
they  move  too  quickly  to  figue  out  the 
details  of  their  renewal  proposal,  pastors 
reflect  carefully  about  what  kinds  of  expe¬ 
riences  will  touch  them  most  deeply  and 


connect  them  most  closely  with  the  enthu¬ 
siasm  that  led  them  to  the  ministry  in  the 
first  place,”  he  said. 

Most  pastors  spend  three  to  four  months 
away  from  their  churches,  and  their  experi¬ 
ences  open  their  minds  to  new  possibilities. 

Each  grant  proposal  may  request  up  to 
$45,000;  up  to  $15,000  of  that  may  be  used 
for  congregational  activities  during  the  pas¬ 
tor’s  absence. 

The  brochure/application  is  available  on 
the  Endowment’s  web  site,  www.lillyen- 
dowment.org.  Interested  persons  may  call 
(317)916-7350,  email 
clergyrenewal@yahoo.com,  or  write  Lilly 
Endowmehnt,  2801  N.  Meridian  St., 
Indianapolis,  Ind.  46208. 

To  be  eligible,  ministers  must  be 
ordained  and  have  earned  a  master  of 
divinity  degree  from  an  accredited  theolog¬ 
ical  seminary  or  divinity  school.  The  dead¬ 
line  for  proposals  is  May  15,  2007. 


Largest  churches  tour  N.O. 


Pastors  and  representatives  of  the  largest  membership  churches  in  the  United 
Methodist  connection  visited  New  Orleans  in  October  to  view  storm  devastation  and  to 
learn  more  about  how  they  can  partner  with  Mission  Zone  churches  to  offer  recovery 
assistance.  Above,  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  leads  the  group  as  they  visit  First  UMC 
in  New  Orleans.  Below,  Bishop  Alfred  Norris  talks  with  Rev.  Darryl  Tate,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  La.  United  Methodist  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry,  outside  Hartzell  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  Lower  Ninth  Ward.  Norris  was  ordained  at  Hartzell  UMC. 
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Photographed  at  the  dedication  of  Leona  Cousin's  recently  restored  home  are,  back  row, 
left  to  right:  Ken  Ward,  Construction  Coordinator;  Dale  Kimball,  Operations  Coordinator; 
Sr.  Amelia  Ibarra  of  Catholic  Charities;  Dick  Harris  from  the  Unitarian  Universalist 
Church;  and  front,  left  to  right:  Kristy  Thiel,  Case  Manager  Supervisor;  Donna  Karchner, 
Louisiana  Spirit;  Paula  Joiner,  American  Red  Cross;  Alisa  Brumfield,  FEMA;  Cousin; 

Rev.  Marie  Williams,  Aldersgate  United  Methodist  Church  in  Slidell;  and  Rev.  Darryl  Tate, 
Executive  Director,  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry. 

Recovery  ministry  rebuilds  Slidell  home 


Leona  Cousin  came  every  day  to  sit  in 
the  yard  as  work  teams  from  all  over  the 
country  restored  her  Slidell,  La.  home, 
damaged  by  Hurricane  Katrina  on  August 
29,  2005. 

Almost  a  year  and  one  month  later,  the 
petite  95-year-old  stood  proudly  in  front  of 
her  newly  renovated  home  during  a  dedica¬ 
tion  service  led  by  representatives  of  the 
La.  Conference  Disaster  Recovery 
Ministry. 

Dale  Kimball,  operations  coordinator 
for  the  Northshore  Disaster  Recovery 
Station,  and  his  staff  worked  with  Cousin 
to  determine  her  needs  and  facilitate  the 
construction  work  to  rebuild  her  home. 
“The  house,  which  is  raised  off  the  ground, 
sustained  close  to  five  feet  of  water,”  said 
Kimball. 

A  total  of  1 6  teams  from  throughout  the 
United  States  worked  on  Cousin’s  home. 
Before  each  group  left,  she  insisted  that 
they  inscribe  the  inside  of  her  garage  door. 
“I  call  it  my  ‘Wall  of  Fame.’  I  love  looking 
at  that  door  and  remembering  all  the  peo¬ 
ple  that  came.  The  Lord  sent  them.  I  don’t 
know  what  I  would  have  done  without 
them.” 

Conversely,  the  team  members  loved 
Leona.  The  affable  widow,  who  lives 
alone,  would  often  tell  stories  about  her  life 
to  those  wielding  a  hammer  or  a  saw. 

“Mrs.  Leona  is  an  incredibly  charming  per¬ 
son  who  has  led  a  very  interesting  life.  She 
would  sit  in  her  chair  and  ‘teach’  history 
lessons.  One  young  man  was  writing  a 
paper  about  the  Great  Depression  for  a 
school  project.  A  child  during  that  time, 


Leona  was  able  to  give  him  first-hand 
accounts  of  what  it  was  truly  like.  I  believe 
he  got  an  ‘A’  as  his  grade  on  the  paper,” 
laughed  Kimball. 

Cousin  is  extremely  independent,  and 
likes  to  rake  the  leaves  in  her  rather  size¬ 
able  yard.  “The  last  time  I  did  it,  it  took  me 
a  month.  But  I  did  it  by  myself.  I  just  know 
the  yard  well,”  said  Cousin,  who  is  nearly 
blind. 

Her  white,  wood-frame  home  was  built 
in  1951  by  Cousin’s  late  husband.  As  a 
young  woman,  she  had  aspirations  of 
working  in  the1  White  House.  Those  dreams 
were  cut  short  when  her  father  passed 
away  while  she  was  still  in  school.  One  of 
13  children,  it  was  necessary  for  Cousin  to 
quit  school  and  go  to  work  right  away. 

Years  later,  when  she  married,  her  hus¬ 
band  built  her  the  Slidell  home —  present¬ 
ing  her  with  her  very  own  ‘White  House.’ 

When  Hurricane  Katrina  hit,  Cousin 
evacuated  to  Atlanta,  ultimately  winding  up 
in  Denver  with  three  of  her  daughters. 
“While  I  was  there,  I  had  cataract  surgery,” 
said  Cousin,  who  also  announced  that  she 
has  had  a  double  knee  replacement. 

Despite  health  challenges  and  the  loss 
of  a  husband  and  two  children.  Cousin 
remains  cheerful  and  upbeat.  Mary 
Troullier,  a  niece  by  marriage,  says  of  her 
aunt,  “She  deserves  this  (the  house).  Leona 
is  such  a  good  person,  always  helping  oth¬ 
ers.  She’s  not  afraid  of  anything.” 

For  more  information  about  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Disaster  Recovery 
Ministry,  contact  (225)  346-5193  or  visit 
the  website  at  www.laumcstormrelief.com. 
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Wesley  Center,  from  page  1 

capacity;  and  the  completion  of  mainte¬ 
nance  repairs  to  the  lodges  and  the  main 
building.  The  Development  Committee 
estimates  that  it  will  take  approximately  1 8 
months  to  complete  all  of  the  projects. 

“A  lot  of  effort  and  hard  work  has  gone 
into  the  making  of  this  plan.  Board  mem¬ 
ber  Shelby  Smith  chaired  the  Development 
Committee,  which  did  a  marvelous  job.  We 
are  excited  about  these  projects,  which  will 
add  to  and  improve  the  spiritual  environ¬ 
ment  we  strive  for.  We  want  The  Wesley 
Center  to  be  that  place  where  people  can 
be  restored;  where  they  can  become  the 
people  that  God  is  calling  them  to  be,”  said 
Margaret  Johnson,  board  chairperson. 

Phase  Two  of  the  development  plans 
call  for  the  construction  of  an  additional 
lodge  adjacent  to  the  lake  area.  The  facility 
would  have  1 6  guest  rooms,  additional 
meeting  space  and  four  one-bedroom  suites 
to  be  used  by  guests  wanting  to  study, 
write  or  participate  in  individual  retreats.  If 
current  timelines  hold,  Johnson  believes 


“Parables  from  the  Back  Side:  Bible 
Stories  with  a  Twist,”  a  video  study  featur¬ 
ing  J.  Ellsworth  Kalas,  is  available  to  all 
local  churches  in  the  La.  Conference 
through  the  Conference  Resource  Center 

Through  the  use  of  10-minute  video 
clips,  J.  Ellsworth  Kalas  provides  insight 
and  commentary  on  the  12  sessions  of  his 
book.  Kalas  brings  to  any  study  group  his 
years  of  experience  as  a  preacher,  educator, 
public  speaker  and  author.  “Parables  from 
the  Back  Side”  is  one  of  his  most  popular 
books,  and  is  the  first  in  which  he  adopted 
the  approach  of  taking  familiar  Bible  sto¬ 
ries  or  Scripture  passages  and  looking  at 
them  in  new  and  unexpected  ways. 

Offer  prayers  for 

We  have  52  students  from  Louisiana 
currently  attending  seminary.  Please 
remember  to  pray  for  these  persons  as  they 
are  transformed  by  God’s  Holy  Spirit 
through  their  seminary  classes  and  experi¬ 
ences. 

Attending  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
are: 

Gerald  R.  Crise,  Daniel  Hixon,  Alan 
Jordan,  Christopher  McLain,  Michael 
Miller,  LaSheena  Simmons,  Jared  R. 
Williams,  Megan  Saucier  Williams,  and 
Gloria  Youngblood 

Attending  Phillips  Theological 
Seminary  is: 

Todd  Mallory 


that  the  new  lodge  could  be  completed  by 
the  end  of  2008.  Johnson  added  that  the 
work  is  almost  complete  on  a  Peace 
Garden  that  is  being  constructed  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  United  Methodist  Women  through¬ 
out  the  conference.  “The  garden  is  located 
to  the  left  of  the  chapel.  UMW  members 
have  created  an  area  for  meditation  and 
reflection,  complete  with  plantings  and  a 
peace  pole.” 

Members  of  United  Methodist  Men 
have  a  project  of  their  own,  constructing  a 
bricked  entrance  to  the  Center,  surrounding 
the  flag  pole.  “This  area  serves  to  honor 
United  Methodist  Men  while  ‘dressing  up’ 
the  entrance  to  our  facility,”  said  Johnson. 

One  of  the  biggest  changes  for  the  facil¬ 
ity  was  a  name  change  earlier  in  2006. 
“Folks  are  still  getting  used  to  the  change 
from  ‘Louisiana  Conference  Center’  to 
‘The  Wesley  Center.  ’  We  are  re-doing  all 
signage  and  have  created  a  new  logo  and 
new  stationary  to  help  reinforce  the 
change.” 


Kalas  has  been  part  of  the  faculty  at 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary  since  1993, 
after  38  years  as  a  United  Methodist  pastor 
and  five  years  in  evangelism  with  the 
World  Methodist  Council.  He  has  been  a 
presenter  on  Disciple  videos  and  is  the 
author  of  over  30  books. 

The  kit  comes  with  a  Leader’s  Guide 
with  complete  instructions  for  planning  and 
leading  your  group’s  discussions  following 
the  video  presentations  and  one  copy  of 
“Parables  from  the  Back  Side:  Bible 
Stories  with  a  Twist.” 

To  check  out  this  resource,  please  con¬ 
tact  Shirlene  Spears  at  the  Conference  Area 
Offices  by  calling  (225)  346-1646. 

seminarians 

Attending  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology 
are: 

Cathy  Brewton,  LaMarylis  Cotten, 

David  Elmore,  Debra  Peplow,  and  Kevin 
Smith 

Attending  Drew  University  Theological 
School  are: 

Brad  Franklin,  Christina  Little,  and 
Susie  Thomas 

This  prayer  list  is  provided  by  the  office 
of  the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry. 

Editors  Note:  Other  lists  of  seminarians 
attending  other  schools  have  been  printed 
previously  in  the  Louisiana  Now! 


Invite  a  Neighbor  to  church  this  week! 
Open  Hearts.  Open  Minds.  Open  Doors. 


United  Methodist  Women  have  recently  built  a  Peace  Garden,  left,  just  outside  the 
chapel  at  The  Wesley  Center  in  Woodworth.  A  bricked  entrance  to  the  Center,  surround¬ 
ing  the  flag  pole,  is  being  constructed  by  United  Methodist  Men  in  the  La.  Conference. 

What's  New  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  Resource  Center? 
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Rev.  Hadley  Edwards,  pastor  of  Bethany  United  Methodist  Church,  welcomes  worship¬ 
pers  to  the  rededication  of  Bethany's  sanctuary,  held  Oct.  22.  Rev.  Martha  Orphe,  left 
and  behind  Edwards,  looks  on.  Orphe  is  Director  of  the  Mission  Zone  for  the  La.  Annual 
Conference.  The  rebuilt  sanctuary  is  resplendent  in  the  color 'red,' representing  the 
strength  of  a  'revived  church,  a  revived  people  and  a  restored  place  of  worship, 'accord¬ 
ing  to  Edwards.  Dr.  Anita  Crump,  right  offers  words  of  celebration  during  the  rededica¬ 
tion  service,  which  also  served  as  a  celebration  of  Bethany's  49th  anniversary.  Crump, 
longtime  member  of  the  church,  served  as  chair  of  the  Building  Committee. 


Bethany,  from  page  1 

our  church,  and  we  are  debt  free.  Bethany 
UMC  has  even  been  able  to  pay  above  its 
apportionments,  and  was  able  to  keep  pay¬ 
ing  the  pastor’s  salary  and  benefits 
throughout  this  entire  ordeal.  God  truly 
was  the  power  behind  the  work,”  said 
Crump. 

Both  Crump  and  Edwards  are  quick  to 
acknowledge  that  Bethany  could  not  have 
done  this  alone.  “The  United  Methodist 
Connection  really  works.  Churches 
throughout  the  United  States  partnered 
with  us  to  get  the  work  done.  They  have 
sent  work  teams,  money,  supplies,  Bibles, 
crosses  and  much  more.  Our  connectional- 
ism  provides  strength  unique  to  United 
Methodism,  and  will  serve  a  critical  role  in 
the  restoration  of  storm  affected  areas,” 
said  Edwards,  who  is  serving  his  10th  year 
at  Bethany  UMC. 

In  the  months  ahead,  renovations  to  the 
Fellowship  Hall  will  be  completed.  “This 
space  is  critically  needed  for  providing  out¬ 
reach  ministries  to  the  community  as  our 
members  and  neighbors  return  to  the 
Pontchartrain  Park,  Gentilly  and  New 
Orleans  East  communities,”  he  added. 

“Katrina  brought  us  to  our  knees  as  it 
relates  to  the  possessions  we  have  accumu¬ 
lated  over  the  years,”  said  Edwards.  “As 
those  items  were  quickly  turned  into 
debris,  we  learned  new  values  and  faith- 
filled  lessons  while  on  our  knees.  The  dev¬ 
astation  of  Hurricane  Katrina  brought  us  to 
uncomfortable  places.  But  in  those  places, 
we  became  more  God-centered,  power- 
filled  and  more  aware  of  our  Savior’s  love 
and  trust.  God  gave  more  than  Katrina 
could  have  every  taken  away.” 


sion  with  church  leaders  and  staff. 

The  color  red  played  a  prominent  role  in 
the  celebration.  “There  were  red  balloons, 
flowers,  shirts,  suits,  dresses,  ties  and  hats. 
The  vibrancy  and  strength  of  the  color 
symbolized  a  revived  church,  a  revived 
people  and  a  restored  place  of  worship,”  he 
added. 

Dr.  Anita  Crump,  longtime  member  of 
Bethany  and  chair  of  the  Building 
Committee,  is  proud  of  the  church’s  efforts. 
“I  returned  to  New  Orleans  on  Nov.  2,  after 
the  evacuation.  As  I  stood  on  the  church 
grounds  and  looked  at  the  devastation,  I 
was  tearful.  But  I  knew  that  if  anything 
could  be  done.  Rev.  Edwards,  our  visionary 
spiritual  leader  could  make  it  happen.” 

Bethany  UMC  did  not  have  worship 
services  for  seven  months  after  Hurricane 
Katrina.  “We  did,  however,  have  Bible 
studies  and  other  aspects  of  ministry  until 
we  had  our  first  service  on  March  1 9  of 
this  year.  On  that  day,  we  met  in  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  which  had  been  gutted  out.  It  was 
very  hot  due  to  the  lack  of  electricity,  and 
we  used  portalets  because  there  were  no 
water  services.  But  it  was  a  joyful  reunion; 
a  number  of  people  living  away  came  in 
just  for  the  day,”  said  Crump,  who  has  pur¬ 
chased  a  new  home  in  the  city. 

When  the  process  of  rebuilding  began, 
the  issue  of  finances  was  a  key  considera¬ 
tion.  Insurance  coverage  was  limited,  and 
the  buildings  were  essentially  destroyed  by 
standing  flood  waters.  “Our  members,  even 
those  living  out  of  town,  really  stepped  for¬ 
ward.  They  started  giving.  Gifts  poured  in 
from  members  who  were  scattered  over  23 
states.  On  one  special  Sunday  alone,  the 
collection  totaled  $1 1,000.  We  have  rebuilt 
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United  Methodist  Men  spread  good  news  at  Angola  Prison 


BY  RON  MCLEMORE 

God  is  at  work  in  a  maximum  security 
prison  in  Angola,  La. 

A  small  band  of  United  Methodist  Men 
are  quietly  and  effectively  spreading  the 
Christian  message  of  salvation  and  hope  to 
more  than  5,200  prisoners  as  well  as  some 
1 ,400  guards  and  prison  workers  in  the 
1 8,000-acre  prison  farm  complex. 

Even  skeptics  call  the  changes  ‘miracu¬ 
lous.’ 

What  once  was  one  of  the  most  violent 
and  feared  penal  complexes  in  America  is 
now  one  of  the  most  non-violent  prisons  in 
the  nation. 

Many  of  these  changes  have  taken  place 
under  the  careful  watch  of  Burl  Cain,  war¬ 
den  of  this  prison  that  is  bordered  on  three 
sides  by  the  Mississippi  River. 

Cain  set  into  motion  the  creation  of  a 
host  of  faith-based  programs  that  God  has 
used  to  give  hope  to  countless  prisoners 
and  a  large  numbers  of  “freemen.” 

This  is  happening  in  a  place  where  most 
inmates  know  they  will  probably  die 
behind  prison  bars.  Of  the  5,200  prisoners 
serving  time  in  Angola,  some  3,200  are 
serving  life  sentences. 

Inmates  pursue  college  degrees 

In  1995,  the  New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  established  the 
“Angola  Campus.”  Most  inmates  can  pur¬ 
sue  an  on-site  college-level  degree. 


Finishing  the  course  work  and  taking  on 
the  hard-earned  title  of  “pastor”  is  an  honor 
inside  of  Angola. 

One  of  those  seminary  graduates  is 
Pastor  Ron  Hicks.  Hicks,  who  is  himself 
serving  a  life  sentence,  is  president  of  the 
200-member  United  Methodist  Men  chap¬ 
ter  at  Angola. 

“I  was  saved  and  called  to  preach  when 
1  was  1 5,”  said  Hicks.  “I  started  running 
with  bad  company.  Before  I  was  1 8, 1  land¬ 
ed  here  at  Angola,  sentenced  to  serve  a  life 
term.  The  first  thing  I  did  was  to  fall  on  my 
knees  and  surrender  to  Jesus,”  said  Hicks. 
“I’ve  served  Him  ever  since.” 

“When  I  came  to  Angola,  1 7  years  ago, 
things  were  just  beginning  to  change  in 
terms  of  the  spiritual  realm,”  said  Hicks. 
“The  only  way  to  describe  what  has  hap¬ 
pened  here  is  to  say  that  it  was  an  ‘Invasion 
of  God.’  Men  started  to  have  genuine  rela¬ 
tionships  with  God.  When  you  accept  Jesus 
in  your  heart,  things  have  got  to  change,” 
he  said.  “The  bloodshed  and  other  violence 
in  Angola  started  going  down  tremendous¬ 
ly.” 

Hicks  is  one  of  several  pastors  and 
Christian  inmates  who  have  chosen  to  live 
in  a  “transition”  dormitory  rather  than  in 
the  less-restrictive  dorms  occupied  by  most 
trustees.  The  transition  dorm  is  where  most 
of  the  prisoners  live  when  they  first  come 
to  Angola.  “We  minister  to  those  guys  just 
coming  into  prison  and  are  able  to  meet 


Joe  Kelley,  above  and  standing  on  the  left,  president  of  La.  Conference  United  Methodist 
Men,  addresses  a  group  of  men  during  worship  in  Angola's  prison  chapel.  Most  inmates 
can  pursue  an  on-site  college-level  degree.  Finishing  the  course  work  and  taking  on  the 
hard-earned  title  of  "pastor''  is  an  honor  inside  of  Angola.  One  of  those  seminary  gradu¬ 
ates  is  Pastor  Ron  Hicks,  pictured  above  right.  Hicks,  who  is  himself  serving  a  life  sen¬ 
tence,  is  president  of  the  200-member  United  Methodist  Men's  chapter  at  Angola.  Right, 
inmates  participate  in  one  of  the  regular  Tuesday  night  worship  services  at  the  prison. 
According  to  Hicks,  the  men  take  "great  joy'  in  worshipping  God. 


their  needs,”  said  Hicks.  “Everybody  who 
steps  through  those  doors  at  Angola  gets  an 
opportunity  to  know  about  Jesus.” 

United  Methodist  Men  at  Angola 

United  Methodist  Men  began  at  the 
facility  in  the  mid-70’s  when  Moreese 
“Pop”  Bickham,  an  ordained  United 
Methodist  minister  serving  a  life  sentence, 
started  the  first  chapter  at  Angola.  Pastor 
Bickham,  now  88,  was  one  of  the  nation’s 
longest-serving  prisoners.  He  was  released 
in  1 996  and  moved  to  California  after  serv¬ 
ing  over  37  years  of  a  life  sentence. 

“If  I  had  just  set  down  and  looked  at  my 
condition,  the  weight  of  the  world  would 
have  just  pushed  me  down  into  the  earth,” 
said  Bickham,  a  quiet  man  who  was  a 
model  prisoner. 

United  Methodist  Men’s  mission  of 
instilling  hope  continues  today,  and  it  is 
bearing  fruit.  “The  evidence  of  fruit  is  see¬ 
ing  the  permanent  change  in  men’s  lives,” 
said  Hicks.  “Men  are  frustrated  and  hope¬ 
less  because  of  the  real  possibility  of  never 
leaving  this  place  or  ever  again  being  with 
their  families.  Many  of  these  men  are  now 
worshipping  God  with  an  attitude  of 
thanksgiving.  That’s  fruit.” 

Joy  in  worship 

When  Joe  Kelley,  president  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist 
Men,  went  with  me  to  on  our  first  visit  to 
Angola,  we  were  blessed  to  sit  in  on  one  of 
the  regular  Tuesday  night  worship  services. 


With  hands  and  voices  raised,  it  was  evi¬ 
dent  that  the  men  took  great  joy  in  wor¬ 
shipping  God. 

“We  focus  upon  worship,”  said  Hicks. 
“Jesus  said  to  the  woman  [at  the  well]  that 
he  who  worships  me  must  worship  me  in 
spirit  and  in  truth.  That’s  what  God  is  look¬ 
ing  for — people  who  will  worship  Him 
because  worship  brings  you  into  that  rela¬ 
tionship  where  you  can  really  get  before 
Him  and  talk  to  Him.  We  worship  a  lot.” 

As  Pastor  Hicks  closed  the  Tuesday 
night  service,  he  told  the  congregation  of  a 
Bible  study  class  for  men  in  their  twenties 
or  those  just  starting  out  in  the  faith.  “It’s 
gonna  be  for  real,”  said  Pastor  Hicks.  “If 
you  don’t  wanna  be  real  then  don’t  come. 
We’re  gonna  lay  it  on  the  table  and  talk 
about  things  we  go  through  as  young  men 
and  share  with  one  another  on  how  to  over¬ 
come  through  the  Word  of  God.” 

Following  the  service,  Kelley  and  I  met 
with  Hicks  and  Gary  Norris  and  Darryl 
Waters,  two  other  United  Methodist  inmate 
pastors.  “We  are  known  for  love,”  said 
Hicks.  “When  people  come  to  our  services 
we  love  up  on  ‘em.  We  love  them  where 
they’re  at  because  we  know  that’s  what 
God  did  for  us.  We  strive  to  be  consistent, 
that’s  what  they  see  in  us,  even  if  they’re 
not  saved.  They  respect  the  men  of  God 
here  because  they  see  a  consistency  in  their 
walk  of  faith.  If  you’re  not  consistent,  then 
they  don’t  really  want  to  hear  what  you 
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Mission  Zone  report:  Churches  are 


Cooperative  #  1: 

New  Orleans  First  United  Methodist 
Church  held  its  first  worship  service  nearly 
one  year  after  Katrina  hit  (Sunday,  August 
27, 2006).  Extensive  exterior  and  interior 
work  is  being  done  on  the  building,  which 
houses  both  the  District  and  the  Mission 
Zone  Offices.  A  Day  Care  is  also  located  at 
the  church  and  a  mentoring  program  at  a 
local  school  is  working. 

LaHarpe  UMC  is  worshipping  with 
Thompson  UMC  at  Thompson’s  facility. 

The  LaHarpe  building  is  in  need  of  much 
repair.  If  done,  the  fellowship  hall  will 
provide  space  for  outreach  ministries 
LaHarpe  was  involved  in  before  Katrina. 
The  community  is  populating. 

Thompson  UMC  suffered  roof  damage. 
Work  teams  have  been  working  to  repair 
the  damages  and  insurance  has  been 
secured.  The  non-attached  Fellowship  Hall 
is  in  need  of  much  repair. 

Grace  UMC  is  in  need  of  serious 
repairs.  The  congregation  meets  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall.  The  majority  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  live  outside  of  the  church  neighborhood 
and  outreach  within  the  neighborhood  is 
crucial. 

Some  of  the  St.  Phillips  UMC  members 
attend  Grace  UMC  as  the  St.  Phillips  build¬ 
ing  has  been  unusable.  The  church  is 
poised  to  serve  a  community  in  need  of 
outreach  programs. 

Shaw-Temple  UMC  had  just  built  a  new 
church  building.  Katrina  destroyed  the  old 
building  and  damaged  the  new  structure. 

All  of  the  new  furnishings  had  to  be  dis¬ 
posed  of.  The  new  building  has  the  possi¬ 
bility  for  some  utilization,  however  the  sur¬ 
rounding  ncommunity  has  had  significant 


population  loss.  The  congregation  is  wor¬ 
shipping  at  various  churches,  including 
Williams  and  Thompson. 

John  Wesley  UMC  has  been  gutted  and 
secured.  There  are  no  congregants  relating 
to  this  church  and  it  is  slated  for  decommis¬ 
sioning  as  a  worshipping  congregation. 

The  future  of  this  property  is  being  dis¬ 
cerned. 

The  area  immediately  surrounding  St. 
Mark’s  UMC  was  not  severely  affected  by 
the  storms.  The  properties  were  insured 
and  are  handled  by  the  Women’s  Division 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
The  church  continues  it  ministries  to  the 
homeless  and  others  affected  by  Katrina. 
The  church  and  community  center  houses 
work  teams. 

Cooperative  #  2: 

Carrollton  UMC  is  located  in  the 
Riverbend  section  of  the  city.  The  church 
received  wind  damage  and  lost  a  significant 
number  of  members.  The  church  is  under¬ 
going  repairs  and  quickly  responded  to 
house  volunteers.  The  church  is  active  in 
the  community  and  in  the  cooperative  with 
the  other  four  churches. 

Haven-Trinity  UMC  did  not  flood  but 
received  wind  damage.  The  church  is 
located  in  a  very  diverse  community  that  is 
returning  rapidly.  Outreach  is  crucial  in 
these  neighborhoods. 

Parker  UMC  is  located  in  the  section  of 
the  city  designated  as  “Audubon”  neighbor¬ 
hood.  The  area  has  suffered  a  significant 
loss  of  population.  Due  to  the  high  cost  of 
rent  post-Katrina,  many  of  the  renters  have 
left.  The  church  is  located  in  the  residential 
area  with  low  visibility. 

Phillips  Memorial  UMC  was  the  only 


church  of  this  Cooperative  Parish  that 
flooded.  Repairs  and  utilization  of  the 
building  are  being  reviewed.  Rebuilding  of 
the  area  is  very  slow  as  there  are  environ¬ 
mental  and  zoning  issues  in  this  area.  The 
congregation  meets  at  Haven  Trinity  on  the 
first  Sunday  of  the  month. 

Williams  UMC  received  some  wind 
damage  that  is  being  repaired.  Several 
members  of  other  congregations  have  been 
worshipping  with  Williams.  It  is  a  very 
economically  diverse  community  -  some 
people  live  below  the  poverty  average 
while  others  have  incomes  over  $100,000. 

Cooperative  #  3: 

Felicity  UMC,  located  in  the  Garden 
District,  received  extensive  roof  damage 
and  the  fellowship  hall  ceiling  was  dam¬ 
aged.  The  church  is  secured  and  gutted  but 
is  not  usable;  except  portions  of  the  fellow¬ 
ship  hall  which  are  used  to  house  volunteer 
groups.  There  is  no  longer  a  worshipping 
congregation  at  the  church.  The  old  par¬ 
sonage  has  been  converted  into  Volunteer 
Housing  with  the  Recovery  Center. 

First  Street  UMC  received  wind  damage 
but  was  not  flooded.  The  areas  around  the 
church  are  being  repopulated.  There  is  a 
functional  school  and  a  YMCA  center  near 
the  school.  The  cooperative  reaches  out 
into  the  community.  The  offices  of  the 
Cooperative  Pastors  are  housed  at  the 
church.  The  church  also  houses  the  Hands 
On  Volunteer  Groups.  Some  members  of 
most  of  the  other  six  churches  in 
Cooperative  #3  worship  at  First  Street. 

Mt.  Zion  UMC  is  strategically  located 
off  a  busy  avenue  and  is  close  to  a  major 
traffic  artery.  The  sanctuary  is  not  usable. 
The  Fellowship  Hall  and  Educational 
Building  are  slated  for  repair.  The  neigh¬ 
borhood  is  sparsely  populated  at  this  time. 

Napoleon  UMC  received  extensive 
flood  and  wind  damage.  Only  portions  of 
the  building  are  being  used  for  storage. 
There  is  not  a  worshipping  congregation  at 
this  church. 

Peck  UMC  had  severe  flood  damage 
but  the  upstairs  is  not  damaged.  Members 
of  Peck  worship  at  First  Street  UMC. 

Peoples  UMC  is  located  on  a  major  traf¬ 
fic  artery  in  the  Cooperative  area.  The 
steeple  was  blown  off  the  building  causing 
rain  and  wind  damage.The  building  is  cur¬ 
rently  not  being  utilized.  People’s 
Community  Center,  located  next  to  the 
church,  houses  the  Uptown  Disaster 
Recovery  Station. 

Wesley  UMC  suffered  much  damage  as 
was  the  case  with  most  of  the  homes  in  this 
neighborhood.  No  businesses  are  open 
around  the  church.  The  property  is  gutted 
and  secured.  There  is  no  worshipping  con¬ 
gregation  at  this  church.  The  property  is 
slated  for  decommissioning  and  the  future 
of  the  church  is  being  discerned. 
Cooperative  #  4  Ross  UMC  suffered 
some  roof  damage  as  a  result  of  Katrina 
and  damage  from  Hurricane  Rita  because 
of  the  roof.  The  property  is  not  usable. 
Some  Ross  members  now  worship  with  St. 
Paul’s  UMC. 

Jefferson  UMC  is  in  a  neighborhood 
that  received  little  damage  as  a  result  of 
Katrina.  The  area  is  transitioning. 


St.  Paul’s  UMC  received  little  damage 
and  is  housing  volunteers. 

Thomas  UMC  did  not  receive  damage. 
The  church  is  active  in  the  community. 

Kenner  UMC  did  not  receive  damage. 
The  neighborhood  is  in  a  state  of  flux.  The 
church  is  housing  the  Eastbank  Recovery 
Station. 

Cooperative  #  5: 

Algiers  UMC  sustained  moderate  dam¬ 
age  from  Katrina.  The  population  of  the 
area  has  increased  due  to  persons  from 
other  parts  of  New  Orleans  moving  to  the 
West  Bank.  The  church  is  engaging  its 
community  with  an  After  School  Program, 
Disciple  Bible  Study,  a  Mother’s  Day  Out 
Ministry,  and  other  ministries.  Algiers 
houses  volunteer  work  groups. 

St.  Matthew  UMC  sustained  major 
damage  to  its  sanctuary  and  is  worshipping 
in  its  fellowship  hall.  The  church  is  sur¬ 
rounded  by  homes  affected  by  wind  dam¬ 
age  but  no  flooding  and  the  church  and  the 
community  is  coming  back.  This  commu¬ 
nity  like  others  on  the  West  Bank,  has  expe¬ 
rienced  a  population  increase. 

Boynton  UMCreceived  little  damage  from 
Katrina.  The  church  is  offering  new  min¬ 
istries  such  as  the  M.I.N.T.S.  (Methodist 
Igniting  New  Thoughts  Through  Scripture) 
book  club,  small  groups,  Bible  study  and 
food  distribution  in  response  to  the  needs  of 
the  community. 

Asbury  UMC  sustained  minor  damages 
to  its  six-year-old  church  building.  The 
church  is  responding  to  the  community 
through  Bible  studies,  outreach  with  com¬ 
munity  senior  citizen  programs,  lay  witness 
ministries  and  revivals. 

Cooperative  #  6: 

Covenant  UMC  is  located  in  Chalmette. 
Both  the  Cornerstone  and  Hartzell  United 
Methodist  Churches  worship  together  with 
the  Covenant  church  at  1 1a.m.  Covenant 
houses  volunteer  work  groups. 

Hartzell  UMC,  located  in  the  lower  9th 
Ward,  will  be  used  for  housing  volunteer 
groups.  The  church  and  these  volunteer 
groups  will  be  able  to  respond  to  the  mas¬ 
sive  need  for  help  in  restoring  homes  and 
life  in  the  community. 

Cornerstone  UMC  is  in  the  midst  of 
restoration.  The  New  Orleans  East  commu¬ 
nity  is  slowing  returning  and  the  church 
will  serve  as  a  place  of  worship  and  a 
Community  Center. 

Cooperative  #  7 

Brooks  UMC  is  not  useable  but  the 
building  has  been  gutted  and  secured.  The 
congregation  meets  at  3613  Hamburg  St. 

Metairie  UMC  has  repaired  all  of  its 
hurricane  damages  and  houses  volunteer 
teams  and  participates  in  Bible  study  with 
the  other  churches  in  the  cooperative. 

St.  Luke’s  UMC,  badly  flooded,  is  mak¬ 
ing  repairs  at  a  remarkable  pace  and  hold¬ 
ing  worship. 

Trinity-Gentilly  UMC  was  heavily 
damaged  by  the  flood  and  the  hurricane. 
The  building  has  been  gutted  and  secured. 
The  church  will  be  decommissioned  as  a 
United  Methodist  Church  on  Sunday, 
November  12th  at  3  p.m.  The  building  is 
being  leased  by  the  conference  to  the 
Mennonites. 
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ling  ahead  in  the 


recovery  process 


Clockwise  from  left,  a  volunteer  from  St.  Mark  UMC  in  Senaka,  South  Carolina  puts  fin¬ 
ishing  touches  on  the  newly  renovated  kitchen  in  Covenant  UMC  in  Chalmette.  Badly 
damaged  Trinity  Gentilly  UMC  in  New  Orleans  is  now  totally  gutted.  Cornerstone  UMC, 
gutted  and  in  the  midst  of  repairs,  boasts  new  pews  that  were  donated  to  the  church. 
John  Wesley  UMC  stands  gutted,  but  shows  signs  of  external  damage.  Grace  UMC  bears 
damage  to  the  ceiling  over  the  chancel  area  and  other  parts  of  the  church  building. 
Thompson  UMC  is  secured  but  still  shows  signs  of  wind  and  rain  damage  to  the  roof. 
First  UMC  in  New  Orleans  is  completely  gutted  and  in  the  midst  of  extensive  repairs. 
Folding  chairs  provide  seating  for  worship  in  cleaned  out  sanctuary.  Hartzell  UMC, 
located  in  the  devastated  Lower  Ninth  Ward,  has  been  gutted  and  boarded  to  keep  it 
secure.  LaHarpe  UMC  also  stands  gutted.  Felicity  UMC,  which  suffered  roof  damage,  now 
is  boarded  to  prevent  further  rain  damage.  Opposite  page:  St.  Phillip  UMC,  top,  shows 
the  scars  of  wind  damage  which  have  temporarily  been  patched.  Rayne  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  undergoes  extensive  repairs  to  replace  the  church  steeple  and 
to  restore  the  damaged  sanctuary.  Editor's  Note:These  and  other  photos  are  being 
added  to  the  website  at  www.la-umc.org. 

^  i  «».  . . >  ,  . 
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Former  La.  minister 
produces  spiritual  CD 


Rev.  Percell  Church  Sr.  recently  per¬ 
formed  a  concert  “Still  Standing — A 
Concert  of  Remembrance”  at  Glen  Haven 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Decatur,  Ga. 
New  Psalm  Records  is  producing  a  live 
recording  of  the  concert,  which  will  be 
available  through  their  company. 

Rev.  Church,  who  formerly  served  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  performs  old  tradi¬ 
tional  spirituals,  hymns  and  semi-classical 
music.  To  enjoy  a  music  sampler  and  find 
out  more  about  the  recording,  visit 
www.newpsalmrecords.com/Rev-Percell- 
Church-Sr.html. 


Positions  sought 

First  UMC  -  West  Monroe 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
West  Monroe  is  seeking  to  hire  a 
Program  Director  with  an  emphasis  on 
coordination  of  Children’s  ministries 
and  Family  Life  ministries.  Resumes 
should  be  sent  to:  SPR,  1411 
Glenwood  Dr.,  West  Monroe,  LA 
71291.  For  questions,  contact  Rev. 
Ricky  Willis  at  (3 1 8)  387-05 1 1 . 

St  Andrews  -  Baton  Rouge 

Children’s  Director  Needed: 

St.  Andrew’s  United  Methodist 
Church,  17510  Monitor  Avenue, 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70817,  needs  a  part- 
time  Director  of  Children  for  children 
ages’  birth  through  sixth  grade.  Job 
will  be  open  Jan.  1,  2007.  For  more 
information  call  Linda  at  (225)  752- 
2903  or  email  resume  to  info@stan- 
drewsumc.net. 

Aldersgate  -  Slidell 

Church  Business  Administrator: 

Full  time,  Bachelor's  degree  required. 
Computer  experience  necessary  with 
proficiency  in  Excel.  Position  requires 
supervisory  and  financial  skills.  Send 
resume  to:  Aldersgate  United 
Methodist  Church,  360  Robert  Blvd., 
Slidell,  La.  70458.  For  questions,  call 
(985)  641-5829. 


Bishop  Vaxby  holds  mini-consultation  at  Broadmoor  UMC 


Bishop  Hans  Vaxby,  right,  speaks  with  John  and  Irina  Gibson,  members  of  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church.  Irina  founded  the  church's  Russia  Club. 


Bishop  Hans  Vaxby  of  the  Eurasia 
Episcopal  Area  recently  held  a  series  of 
Russia  Initiative  Mini-Consultations 
throughout  the  United  States.  One  of  the 
mini-consultations  was  held  Oct.  4  at 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  on  Oct.  4. 

During  the  meeting,  Bishop  Vaxby 
shared  the  achievements  and  concerns  of 
the  church  in  Russia  before  a  packed 
Pearce  Hall.  Grappling  with  financial 
struggles  in  the  country  has  led  The  United 
Methodist  Church  to  look  to  its  members 
for  support,  prompting  a  new  policy  for 
pastors’  salaries  and  a  publication  teaching 
tithing  for  the  Russian  church. 

“It’s  never  been  part  of  the  culture,  that 
you  give  that  way  to  the  Christian  min¬ 
istry,”  said  Vaxby. 

Under  the  new  policy  on  pastors’ 
salaries,  10  percent  of  what  a  congregation 
raises  independently  will  go  toward  paying 
the  pastor. 

According  to  Vaxby,  this  comes  at  a 
time  when  finances  are  “dire”  in 
Ekaterinburg,  adding  that  the  local  govern¬ 
ment  has  doubled  the  cost  of  the  church’s 
leases  making  it  difficult  for  United 
Methodism  in  a  majority  Russian 
Orthodox  community. 


“Russia  is  more  than  a  different  culture, 
a  different  social  structure,  a  different  reli¬ 
gious  background  —  it’s  a  totally  different 
way  of  living,”  said  John  Gibson,  whose 
wife  Irina  founded  the  Russia  Club  at 
Broadmoor  UMC. 

James  Gillespie,  coordinator  of  the 
Russia  Initiative  in  Louisiana,  said  volun¬ 


teering  for  a  mission  team  in  Ekaterinburg 
is  a  “challenging  and  rewarding  experience 
that  benefits  the  person  involved  as  well 
as”  those  on  the  receiving  end.  The  next 
mission  trip  to  Ekaterinburg,  Russia,  will 
be  in  June  or  July.  For  more  information, 
call  James  Gillespie  at  (318)  868-0710. 


Stock  Market  at  an  all-time  high! 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

-  mf  Lnosunui - 


Doesn’t  It  feel  good? 

As  you  begin  your  end-of-the-year  tax 
planning,  remember  you  can  avoid 
100%  of  your  capital  gain  and  still  take  a 
deduction  for  the  full  fair  market  value 
of  the  stock  donated  to  support  your 
local  United  Methodist  Church. 

You  can  even  “lock  in”  a  stream  of 
income  for  the  rest  of  your  life  and  then 
benefit  your  church  through  a  Charitable 
Gift  Annuity  or  Charitable  Remainder 
Trust. 

Contact  us  for  your  free, 
personalized  Illustration. 


8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70809 
(225)  346-1 535  (800)  256-931 7 

www.umf.org 


Always  consult  your  financial  advisor  before  making  this  or  any  other  significant  financial  decision. 


NOAH  Project/3 
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Nelson  Mandela,  Gracia  Machel 


BY  LINDA  GREEN 

MAPUTO,  Mozambique  (UMNS)  - 
People  should  be  recognized  for  the  work 
they  do  and  not  for  who  they  are  or  where 
they  come  from.  Nelson  Mandela  told  bish¬ 
ops  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Mandela,  former  president  of  South 
Africa  and  an  international  symbol  of 


human  rights,  and  his  wife,  former 
Mozambican  education  minister  Gracia 
Machel,  surprised  the  bishops  with  their 
appearance  at  dinner  on  Sunday,  Nov.  5. 
Machel  is  also  the  widow  of  Mozambican 
President  Samora  Machel,  who  died  in  a 
1986  airplane  crash. 

Both  Mandela  and  Machel  have  deep 


speak  to  bishops 

Methodist  roots.  Mandela  was  educated  in 
a  Methodist  school  in  South  Africa.  Machel 
is  United  Methodist  and  attended  a 
Methodist  school  in  Mozambique. 

Machel  called  herself  a  “bridge  between 
Mozambique  and  South  Africa.”  She  and 
Mandela  were  married  on  Mandela’s  80th 
See  Bishops,  page  6 


Back  on  the  Water 


Neang  Pum  stands  in  front  of  her  fishing  boat  damaged  by  Hurricane  Katrina  more  than  a  year  ago.  Boat  People  SOS  helps  com¬ 
mercial  fishermen  living  in  south  Louisiana  rebuild  their  boats  and  their  livelihoods.The  organization  is  part  of  Katrina  Aid 
Today,  a  national  network  of  social-service  and  volunteer  organizations  working  under  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief.  A  UMNS  photo  by  John  Gordon. 


Fishermen  struggle  to  rebuild  boats,  lives  after  Katrina 


BY  JOHN  GORDON 

GRETNA,  La.  (UMNS)  —  Residents 
of  this  South  Louisiana  parish  left 
Vietnam  and  Cambodia  to  start  new  lives 
in  the  U.S. 

They  were  working  hard  and  making 
a  good  living  as  commercial  fishermen 
when  Hurricane  Katrina  damaged  their 
homes  and  boats. 

More  than  a  year  after  the  storm,  the 
refugees  are  still  working  to  rebuild  their 
boats  and  their  lives  with  the  help  of 
Boat  People  SOS,  a  social  service  organ¬ 
ization  partially  funded  by  the  United 


Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR). 

The  boats  and  homes  of  about  200 
commercial  fishermen  in  Plaquemines 
Parish  were  directly  in  Katrina’s  path. 

“I  have  to  repair  my  boat  as  soon  as 
possible  so  that  I  can  make  money  to 
recover  my  life,”  said  Neang  Pum,  a 
shrimper  who  came  to  the  United  States 
from  Cambodia  in  1981. 

The  64-year  old  received  financial 
assistance  from  the  Return  to  the  Sea 
program  operated  by  Boat  People  SOS, 
but  she  is  still  working  to  make  her  boat 


seaworthy.  Pum  said  it  may  be  weeks  or 
months  before  her  boat  is  repaired. 

In  the  past,  she  has  earned  thousands 
of  dollars  in  a  single  fishing  trip?money 
she  said  she  desperately  needs  to  build  a 
new  house.  “Going  to  the  sea,  using  our 
boat,  we  can  make  good  money,”  she 
said.  “And  as  soon  as  we  have  good 
money,  we  can  buy  a  house,  easily.” 

Pum  now  lives  in  a  FEMA  trailer,  but 
she  did  not  qualify  for  a  Small  Business 
Administration  loan  or  other  convention¬ 
al  federal  aid  to  repair  her  boat. 

See  Fishermen,  page  2 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Sleeping  on 


I  knew  there  was  something  foreign 
in  the  bed  with  me  when  I  wakened  one 
morning  while  in  Mozambique  with  the 
Council  of  Bishops.  I  had  slept  like  a 
rock  all  night,  having  gone  to  bed 
exhausted  from  a  very  heavy  schedule, 
but  at  the  same  time  there  was  something 
that  didn't  feel  right.  When  I  sat  up  and 
stood  up  from  the  bed  1  looked  to  see 
what  it  was  that  had  felt  strange  through¬ 
out  the  night.  There  in  the  bed  was  the 
chocolate  piece,  still  in  the  little  “Good 
Night"  card  that  had  been  placed  on  my 
pillow  by  housekeeping  personnel  when 
they  turned  the  bed  down  for  the 
evening.  I  think  it  is  the  first  time  in  my 
life  I  have  slept  on  chocolate  all  night!  It 
isn’t  a  bad  experience,  just  a  slightly 
strange  feeling! 

Outside  the  luxury  hotel  in  which  The 
Council  of  Bishops  stayed  in  Maputo, 
Mozambique  is  a  bustling  city  filled  with 
abject  poverty.  It  is  representative  of  a 
country  and  a  continent  that  is  beset  with 
this  great  problem.  People  do  not  have 
enough  to  sustain  themselves  from  day  to 
day.  “Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread" 
isn't  just  a  symbolic  phrase  to  these 
beautiful  people.  It  is  a  desperate  cry  for 
the  basest  of  need  for  any  human  being  - 
enough  food  to  sustain  life  into  the  next 
day. 

We  couldn’t  walk  outside  the  beauti¬ 
ful  glass  doors  of  the  Avenida  Hotel 
without  being  confronted  by  dozens  of 
street  vendors  trying  desperately  to  sell 
us  something.  These  sales  were  the  only 
way  they  had  to  provide  a  living  for 
themselves  and  their  families.  If  we  did¬ 
n’t  buy,  who  would?  Not  the  next  ven¬ 
dor,  for  none  of  them  needed  the  “wares” 
they  were  peddling.  What  they  all  need¬ 
ed  was  food  and  shelter.  It  was  over¬ 
whelming. 

There  was  something  basically  incon¬ 
sistent  with  what  I  was  experiencing  day 
by  day,  and  what  the  city  of  2  million 
was  experiencing.  We  met  and  slept, 
dined  and  exercised  in  luxury.  Freshly 
pressed  sheets  adorned  our  beautiful  bed 
and  our  covers  were  turned  down  each 
night  with  a  fresh  square  of  chocolate 
placed  there.  We  met  and  dined  in  air 
conditioned  comfort  while  the  city  out¬ 
side  sweltered  in  humid  heat  and  fetid 
air.  Outside,  people  went  about  then- 
daily  routine  of  trying  to  scratch  out  a 
living  by  selling  to  others  like  us  who 
brought  money  and  hope  to  their  sur¬ 
roundings.  I’m  not  sure  but  what  many 
had  no  bed  at  all  to  sleep  in  -  much  less 
one  that  had  a  square  of  chocolate  on  a 
fluffy  pillow!  Something  about  this  pic¬ 
ture  was  terribly  wrong! 


the  Chocolate 

But  when  we 
went  out  to  the 
churches,  most  of 
which  were  peopled 
by  the  poorest  of  the 
poor,  there  was  a 
sense  of  luxury. 
There  was  the  luxu¬ 
ry  of  love  and  wor¬ 
ship.  There  was  the 
luxury  of  radical 
There  was  the  luxury 
of  hope  and  celebration.  There  was  the 
luxury  of  fantastic  singing  and  laughter 
and  pride.  There  was  the  luxury  of  being 
a  child  of  God  which  made  up  for  any 
sense  of  deprivation  or  hopelessness. 
They  weren’t  poor  in  the  spiritual  disci¬ 
plines  and  in  spiritual  formation.  They 
were  rich  beyond  measure! 

In  the  church  we  were  privileged  to 
visit  on  Sunday,  the  congregation  had 
placed  various  items  of  produce  all 
across  the  front  of  the  church.  These 
were  their  symbols  of  Thanksgiving. 
These  were  the  very  things  that  sustained 
their  lives  -  beans,  potatoes,  rice,  squash, 
etc.  They  were  humbly  offered  up  to 
God  as  symbols  of  gratefulness  for  what 
they  had.  And  I  was  humbled  and  over¬ 
come  by  a  great  sense  of  gratitude  for  all 
I  and  the  people  I  serve  and  with  whom  I 
share  life  have  been  given.  I  was 
reminded  once  again  of  how  blessed  we 
are  in  this  country  and  in  our  churches. 
Even  in  our  worst  of  conditions  we  have 
so  much  more  than  these  people.  Nearly 
all  of  us  can  sleep  on  chocolate  every 
night  if  we  want  to! 

As  we  bow  our  knees  this 
Thanksgiving,  may  we  remember  the 
people  of  the  world  who  live  outside  the 
luxury  hotels  and  who  are  scratching  for 
the  very  basics  of  life  -  food,  shelter  and 
clothing.  I  don’t  want  us  to  berate  our¬ 
selves  because  we  have  more.  But  I  do 
want  us  to  bow  low  and  give  thanks  that 
we  have  been  privileged  to  have  so 
much.  And  then  I  pray  we  will  stop  and 
think  about  how  it  is  we  can  share  of  our 
bounty.  Surely  sharing  is  what  our  com¬ 
mon  God  calls  us  to  do.  That,  it  seems 
to  me,  is  the  very  way  in  which  we  truly 
give  Thanks. 

I’m  so  thankful  for  all  of  you!  You 
are  a  beautiful  blessing  to  me.  May  your 
Thanksgiving  be  filled  with  great  joy  and 
the  sharing  of  love  and  life. 

In  Christ’s  love. 

Bill  Hutchinson 

fall 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 

hospitality  and  joy. 


Case  worker  Phu  Nguyen  (left)  and  Margaret  Nguyen,  operations  manager  for  Boat 
People  SOS  in  Gretna,  La,  review  case  files  of  Vietnamese-Americans  seeking  assistance 
after  Hurricane  Katrina.  Boat  People  SOS  helps  commercial  fisherman  living  in  south 
Louisiana  whose  livelihood  was  ruined  by  the  storm.The  organization  is  part  of  Katrina 
Aid  Today,  a  national  network  of  social-service  and  volunteer  organizations  working 
under  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  A  UMNS  photo  by  John  Gordon. 

Fishermen,  from  page  i 


Ironically,  after  boats  were  destroyed, 
shrimp  became  abundant  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  The  high  tides  of  Katrina  swept 
shrimp  into  areas  of  the  Gulf  where  they 
were  not  previously  found. 

“They  found  themselves  in  habitats 
that  were  near  optimal  in  terms  of  growth 
and  survival.  We  had  huge  numbers  of 
shrimp  available  to  harvest,”  said  Martin 
Bourgeois  of  the  Louisiana  Department  of 
Wildlife  and  Fisheries  in  Baton  Rouge. 
“The  problem  was  you  had  certain  com¬ 
munities  that  were  devastated.  It  was  a 
total  collapse  of  the  infrastructure,”  he 
said. 

Some  people  will  never  return  to  the 
fishing  business,  Bourgeois  said.  “There 
are  a  number  of  boats  that  are  up  on  a  hill, 
with  no  government  program  in  place  to 
be  able  to  return  boats  back  to  water.” 

The  refugees  from  Vietnam  and  Cambodia 
came  to  the  United  States  in  search  of 
freedom  and  a  better  education  for  their 
children,  said  Margaret  Nguyen,  opera¬ 
tions  manager  at  the  Boat  People  SOS 


office  in  Gretna,  La. 

Nguyen  did  not  know  whether  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  refugees  would  continue  in  the 
commercial  shrimp  business.The  life  of  a 
fisherman  is  difficult.  They  will  often 
spend  several  days  on  the  water,  working 
day  and  night  to  bring  in  their  catch. 

In  some  years,  as  much  as  45  percent 
of  the  shrimp  harvested  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  comes  from  Louisiana.  The 
shrimp  is  served  on  dinner  tables  from  the 
southern  states  to  Washington,  D.C. 

Boat  People  SOS  is  one  of  a  consor¬ 
tium  with  nine  other  organizations,  called 
Katrina  Aid  Today,  headed  by  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  The 
organization  received  a  $66  million  grant 
through  the  Federal  Emergency 
Management  Agency  and  Department  of 
Homeland  Security.  The  grant  consists  of 
international  donations  that  were  received 
after  the  hurricane. 

The  goal  of  Katrina  Aid  Today  is  to 
help  100,000  storm  victims  rebuild  their 
lives. 
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W.T.  Handy  Convocation  held 


Fifty-five  adults  and  87  youth  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  2006  W.  T.  Handy 
Convocation,  held  Nov.  17-18  at  the 
Holiday  Inn  in  downtown  New  Orleans. 

Rev.  Stephen  Handy,  son  of  the  late 
Bishop  Handy  and  pastor  of  Pickett-Rucker 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lebanon, 
Term.,  was  the  key  speaker  for  the  event. 

Ruth  Handy,  wife  of  W.  T.  Handy,  was 
also  present  throughout  the  convocation 
which  is  named  for  her  late  husband. 

A  highlight  of  the  youth  component  of 
the  event  was  a  talent  and  “open  mike” 
segment  on  Friday  night,  where  the  young 
people  performed  and  spoke.  Rev.  Tom 
Dolph,  director  of  Youth  Ministry  for  the 
conference,  organized  the  events  for  the 
younger  participants. 

Rev.  John  Edd  Harper,  conference 
director  of  Christian  Education,  led  work¬ 
shops  focusing  on  the  needs  of  young 


adults. 

Workshops  on  technology  and  construc¬ 
tion  of  policy,  procedure  and  guidelines  for 
local  churches  were  offered.  A  panel  dis¬ 
cussion  on  Christian  vocations  was  also 
held. 

Doretha  Brown,  the  first  African 
American  missionary  from  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  spoke  on  several 
aspects  of  mission  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Participants  were  updated  on  the 
progress  of  Dillard  University,  which  has 
reopened  since  the  devastating  flood  dam¬ 
aged  caused  by  Hurricane  Katrina. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  led  clos¬ 
ing  worship  on  Saturday  afternoon. 

The  event,  a  project  of  Special 
Ministries  for  the  annual  conference,  was 
coordinated  by  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell  and 
his  administrative  assistant,  Cindy  Scott. 


The  youth  choir  from  Calvery  United  Methodist  Church  in  Thibodeaux,  top,  performed 
during  the  2006  W.T.  Handy  Convocation,  held  in  New  Orleans  Nov.  17-18.  Pictured  at 
the  convocation,  above  front  row,  are  Rev.  Martha  Orphe,  Mission  Zone  Director;  Ruth 
Handy;  Kay  Hutchinson;  back  row.  Rev.  Larry  Miller,  Baton  Rouge  District 
Superintendent;  Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  Provost;  Rev.  Roger  Lathan,  Acadiana  District 
Superintendent;  Rev.  Stephen  Handy,  pastor  of  Pickett-Rucker  UMC  in  Lebanon, Tenn.; 
Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson;  and  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell,  Director  of  Special  Ministries 
for  the  La.  Annual  Conference  and  pastor  of  Roberts  UMC  in  Denham  Springs. 


Project  NOAH  volunteers  bond  with  families,  top,  and  help  to  restore  storm  devastated 
homes  in  Louisiana  by  performing  jobs  such  as  laying  insulation,  above.  Read  more 
about  the  initiative-which  offers  youth  the  opportunity  to  help  with  disaster  recovery- 
in  the  article  on  Project  NOAH,  below. 


Project  NOAH  provides 


Project  NOAH,  a  summer  work  camp 
program  for  adults  and  youth  ages  14-18, 
provides  an  excellent  opportunity  to  be  a 
part  of  Louisiana’s  disaster  recovery  effort. 

During  this  past  summer,  close  to  1 ,000 
volunteers  laid  flooring  or  wielded  a  paint¬ 
brush  for  Project  Noah  in  Slidell,  Lacombe 
and  Covington.  During  an  eight-week  peri¬ 
od,  groups  from  all  over  the  country  were 
housed  in  churches  in  Slidell  and 
Covington,  with  each  group  focusing  on 
one-week  commitments. 

Nearly  25  houses  were  selected  with  the 
help  of  La.  United  Methodist  Disaster 
Recovery  Stations,  giving  priority  to  those 
with  the  greatest  need.  Many  of  these  fam¬ 
ilies  were  able  to  move  back  into  their 
homes  at  the  close  of  Project  NOAH. 

“Last  summer,  volunteers  were  treated 
to  true  Louisiana  cooking  with  dishes  like 
red  beans  and  rice,  jambalaya,  gumbo,  and 
a  good  ole’  fish  fry  at  Fontainebleau  State 


summer  opportunities 

Park,”  said  Ashlie  JunoL  Project  Noah 
director  for  2007. 

Volunteers  also  participated  in  nighttime 
activities,  with  a  discussion  about  the 
effects  of  Hurricanes  Rita  and  Katrina  and 
an  evening  trip  into  New  Orleans. 

Project  NOAH  is  reorganizing  and 
preparing  for  the  summer  of  2007.  Many 
groups  have  already  scheduled  a  time  to 
come,  but  there  are  still  opportunities  for 
groups  to  spend  a  week  working  with  dis¬ 
aster  recovery. 

Positions  for  Center  Director,  Staff 
Members  and  Junior  Staff  Members  are 
available.  Information  about  the  positions 
can  best  be  obtained  by  visiting  the  Project 
NOAH  page  at  www.firstumcslidell.org  or 
email  Ashlie  Junot  at 
ftuncslidell@yahoo.com 

Please  log  on  to  www.projectnoah.net  to 
leam  more  about  the  camp. 
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First  UMC-New  Iberia  aiding  folks  in  Delcambre  area 


Members  of  First  UMC  New  Iberia  take  part  in  the  dedication  service  for  a  home  they 
helped  to  restored  in  Delcambre,  La. 


After  Hurricane  Rita  struck  Louisiana’s 
coast  last  fall,  thousands  of  families  were 
left  with  devastated  homes.  Delcambre, 
just  south  of  New  Iberia,  was  one  of  many 
towns  facing  the  task  of  mucking  out  and 
rebuilding  houses. 

Members  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Iberia  “fell  in  love”  with 
many  of  the  Delcambre  families,  according 
to  Jim  Wyche,  Community  Outreach 
Coordinator  for  the  church.  “We  started  by 
helping  them  clean  out  their  homes,  muck 
out  the  mud,  strip  the  walls  and  floors  and 
spray  for  mold.  After  the  houses  dried,  it 
was  time  to  rebuild  and  restore  the  homes,” 
said  Wyche. 

Volunteers  from  all  over  the  United 
States  have  made  the  trip  to  help  with  the 
entire  process.  On  Nov.  11,  five  of  the 
restored  homes  in  Delcambre  were  blessed 
during  a  special  ceremony.  Working  in  col¬ 
laboration  with  the  Abbeville  Disaster 
Recovery  Station,  First  UMC  and  volun¬ 
teers  from  across  the  nation  completed  the 
homes,  which  belong  to  Jeanne  LeBlanc, 
Juliette  Broussard,  Nettie  Broussard,  the 
Louis  Viator  family,  and  Mary  Alice 
Picard. 

Words  and  tears  of  appreciation  flowed 
during  the  blessing  ceremony  at  each 
home.  “Gift  baskets  were  given  to  each 
family  containing  symbolic  items —  a  loaf 
of  bread  so  that  hunger  would  never  enter 
the  dwelling;  a  box  of  salt  so  that  their 


lives  should  always  have  flavor;  a  candle 
so  that  God’s  light  would  shine  upon  all 
who  enter  the  home;  a  pound  of  coffee  and 
a  coffee  cup  so  that  tradition  and  wannth 
would  start  each  day;  and  a  Bible,  so  that 
God’s  Holy  Word  would  guide  each  step  to 
and  from  each  home,”  said  Wyche. 

Volunteers  worked  side  by  side  with 
family  members  in  the  cleaning  out  and 
rebuilding  of  the  homes.  Like  so  many 
other  south  Louisiana  churches,  First  UMC 
in  New  Iberia  got  involved  in  a  big  way, 
converting  the  church’s  Ministry  Center 
into  a  large  dormitory  capable  of  housing 
36  volunteers.  “From  September  2005 
through  October  2006,  First  United 
Methodist’s  Ministry  Center  has  provided 
almost  4,000  occupancy  days  for  individu¬ 
als,  families,  organizations  and  church 
groups.  To  date,  First  UMC  has  been 
deeply  involved  in  the  completion  of  44 
homes,  and  we’re  currently  working  on 
three  others,”  said  Wyche. 

Nettie  Broussard,  one  of  the  homeown¬ 
ers  who  participated  in  the  blessing  cere¬ 
mony,  wrote  to  the  volunteers,  “We  Cajuns 
have  a  lot  of  faith.  God  sent  us  angels. 
Strangers  walked  into  our  homes  and  when 
they  left  they  were  friends.  These  people 
have  no  idea  what  they  did  for  us.  They 
worked  so  hard  and  were  so  generous  with 
their  time  and  their  lives.  Someone  cared 
about  us  and  wanted  to  help  us,  and  did  we 
need  their  help!” 
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Igniting  Ministry  Training 

Jan.  20,  2007 
University  UMC 
Baton  Rouge 

Limited  to  1 50  participants 
(no  more  than  two  per  local  church) 
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National  Trainers: 

Rev.  Dawn  Hand,  Matthews  umc 

Rev.  Larry  Homitsky,  Connectional  Ministry 
Western  Pennyslvania  Conference 

Registration  begins  at  8  a.m.,  Training  runs  from 
lunch  and  materials  provided 


You  MUST  pre-register  online  at  www.igm 
,  dick  ‘Training”  then  click  “Fin 
?  Email  Betty,  lanow 
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A  pumkin  patch  fundraiser  sponsored  by  Church  of  the  Covenant  UMC  in  Lafayette 
raised  close  to  $25,000  which  will  be  used  for  missions  for  families  and  for  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  homes  damaged  by  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita. 


Church  of  the  Covenant  UMC 


Church  of  the  Covenant  in  Lafayette 
held  its  third  annual  Pumpkin  Patch  sale 
for  missions  October  1-31.  Over  4,700 
children  watched  a  movie  about  the  life 
cycle  of  pumpkins;  enjoyed  story  time  and 
a  hayride  with  pumpkin  songs;  navigated  a 
maze  of  hay;  sang  and  danced  with  the 
pumpkin  lady;  visited  with  goats,  rabbits 
and  birds;  and  took  pictures  with  a  human 
scarecrow.  Every  child  enjoyed  refresh¬ 
ments  and  went  home  with  a  coloring 


book,  a  package  of  pumpkin  seeds  and  a 
small  pumpkin.  The  pumpkin  patch  min¬ 
istry  designated  funds  for  “hands-on”  mis¬ 
sion  for  families  in  the  Lafayette  area  and 
for  the  restoration  of  homes  damaged  by 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita.  Church 
members  provide  labor,  and  the  pumpkin 
funds  provide  the  building  materials. 

Close  to  $25,000  was  raised  for  the  proj¬ 
ects. 


Recovery  captured  in  mural 


Alison  Hendlely,  a  disaster  recovery  volunteer  from  the  California-Nevada  con¬ 
ference,  painted  the  above  mural  in  the  reception  area  of  Peoples  Volunteer 
House  in  New  Orleans.  "Alison  told  us  that  the  three  doves  represented  the 
Holy  Trinity.  The  doves  are  pulling  ribbons  tied  to  a  fleur  de  leis,  which  repre¬ 
sents  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  The  fleur  de  leis  is  being  rescued  from  the 
water,"  explained  Shaun  Darnell,  administrative  assistant  for  the  Uptown 
Recovery  Station.  Hendlely  is  serving  as  an  intern  at  St.  Mark's  Community 
Center  as  part  of  her  seminary  training. 


Bayou  Blue  UMC 


Bayou  Blue  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Houma  is  a  small  church  with  a  terrific 
choir.  Recent  fundraisers  raised  the 
money  needed  to  purchase  new  choir  robes 
for  this  enthusiastic  group. 

Tire  old  robes  had  been  in  use  for  over 
twenty  years,  so  choir  members  decided 
that  it  was  time  for  a  new  look.  Money 


was  obtained  from  donations  to  a  “penny 
jar”,  and  ticket  sales  for  a  delicious 
spaghetti  dinner. 

Choir  members  are  well-pleased 
because  the  new  robes  are  “much  more 
comfortable”  and  match  the  interior  of  the 
church. 


Broadmoor  UMC-  Baton  Rouge 


A  community  Thanksgiving  lunch  was  held  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  on 
Nov.  1 8.  Clients  of  Southeast  Ministries,  which  helps  underserved  families  in  southeast 
Baton  Rouge,  were  invited  to  the  free  meal. 

"Many  of  these  folks  struggle  to  put  together  a  holiday  meal  for  their  families,  so  we 
thought  it  would  be  good  to  help  out  in  this  way.  We're  anticipating  anywhere  from  300 
to  700  people,"  said  Eddie  Mains,  church  member  at  Broadmoor  UMC,  a  few  days  before 
the  event.The  meal  was  served  at  the  tables  to  the  families,  instead  of  using  a  "lunch 
line"  approach.  Close  to  300  church  and  community  volunteers  helped  by  cooking 
turkeys,  greeting  guests,  busing  tables  and  providing  desserts. 


6 


Louisiana  Conference  i/W/f'/ 


NOVEMBER  24, 2006 


Bishops,  from  page  7 


birthday,  and  they  have  a  home  in  Maputo. 
The  bishops  met  Nov.  1-6  in  Maputo,  the 
first  time  they  have  gathered  outside  the 
territorial  United  States. 

In  a  voice  that  was  feisty  at  times  and 
somber  at  others,  Mandela  recounted  his 
Methodist  education  and  the  role  of  the 
church  in  his  upbringing.  He  told  the  bish¬ 
ops  that  when  he  arrived  at  the  Hotel 
Avenida  in  Maputo  that  evening,  “I  had 
no  idea  whatsoever  that  I  would  be 
brought  to  such  a  sacred  gathering.” 

Invoking  the  African-American  spiritu¬ 
al  “May  the  Work  I’ve  Done,”  the  87-year- 
old  Noble  Prize  winner  told  the  bishops  of 
a  story  he  often  tells  about  leaving  this 
life,  going  to  heaven’s  door  and  knocking. 
An  angel  comes  forth  and  asks  his  identity. 
Mandela  identifies  himself  as  “Madiba” 
Mandela  from  South  Africa,  and  the  angel 
says,  “We  have  no  space  for  you.” 

Mandela  used  that  dream  to  emphasize 
his  point  that  one  should  be  recognized 
for  one’s  work  and  not  for  who  they  are  or 
where  they  come  from. 

Machel  told  that  bishops  that  “I  stand 
here  mainly  as  a  Methodist  child.”  She 
spoke  of  three  women  who  impacted  her 
life,  including  her  mother,  who  raised  six 
children  alone  after  Machel’s  father  died. 
“She  did  the  impossible  to  educate  us  all.” 

Machel’s  sister  became  her  second 
mother,  and  “built  me  in  terms  of  guid¬ 
ance  and  making  me  grow  as  a  woman,” 
she  said. 

An  American  missionary  named  Mabel 
“identified  some  sort  of  strength  in  me” 
and  she  “trusted  me  and  she  did  everything 
she  could  to  find  scholarships.”  Machel 
said  her  attending  school  is  something  “I 
owe  to  the  Methodist  Church,  and  especial¬ 
ly  to  Mabel.”  In  1975,  Machel  became  the 
minister  of  education  for  Mozambique,  the 
first  woman  to  hold  that  post. 

“From  the  Methodist  Church,  I  had  an 
obligation  to  give  back  to  those  who  had 
supported  me.  I  had  to  give  back  to  the 
community,”  she  said.  “So  my  experience 
as  the  minister  of  education  was  based  in 
linking  national  policies  with  communi¬ 
ties,  in  helping  communities  to  fight  very 
actively  in  building  schools,  selecting 
teachers  and  supporting  the  teachers  in 
school.” 

She  told  the  council  that  when  she  took 


office  in  1975,  the  country  had  a  93  per¬ 
cent  illiteracy  rate.  The  country  moved  to 
“socialized  literacy,”  determining  that 
people  who  could  read  and  write  would 
become  teachers  and  those  who  couldn’t 
would  be  learners. 

“That  transformed  the  county  in  a  huge 
way,”  she  said.  In  five  years,  the  illitera¬ 
cy  rate  declined  from  93  percent  to  1 0 
percent,  she  said. 

When  her  term  ended,  she  helped  cre¬ 
ate  the  Foundation  for  Community 
Development.  Its  task  was  to  assist  fami¬ 
lies,  which  she  called  a  “major  unit”  of  a 
community.  In  the  family,  the  woman  is 
the  focus  of  education  because  women 
have  the  children.  “My  obligation  was  to 
give  back  what  I  had  been  given  and  to  be 
hope  and  be  the  future  for  the  children  of 
our  country.” 

The  women  are  also  a  focus  of  educa¬ 
tion  for  the  foundation  because  they  are 
being  affected  by  HIV/AIDS.  Machel  said 
women  are  the  caregivers  and  sometimes 
providers,  and  if  they  are  sick  they  cannot 
provide.  “Empowering  women  ...  through 
education  is  a  must  for  us,”  she  said. 

Today,  the  country  faces  “serious  chal¬ 
lenges,”  she  said.  Mozambique  is  in  the 
top  10  countries  affected  by  HIV/AIDS, 
with  1.8  million  infected,  she  said.  Of 
those  ages  25-49,  the  percentage  of 
women  infected  is  58  percent,  “far  more 
than  men,”  she  said.  Of  those  ages  15-34 
who  are  infected,  girls  account  for  76  per¬ 
cent. 

No  matter  what  is  done  to  address  the 
problem  of  HIV/AIDS  among  women, 
Machel  said,  “we  will  not  be  able  to  turn 
around  this  problem,  in  terms  of  reduction 
of  infection”  without  educating  women 
about  “gender  relations.” 

“It  is  a  matter  of  survival  for  our 
women,”  she  added.  To  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  she  said:  “Thank  you 
for  the  many  things  you  do  for  many  of 
us.  There  are  many  young  women  and 
young  men  who  had  the  opportunity  to  go 
to  school  because  of  your  generosity.” 

Machel  expressed  appreciation  to  the 
Council  of  Bishops  for  choosing 
Mozambique  for  its  meeting.  She  noted 
that  despite  the  country’s  challenges,  it 
has  shown  resilience  and  an  ability  to 
reinvent  itself. 


Bishops  Hutchinson  and  Ben  Chamness,top  left,  enjoy  a  light  moment  during  the 
opening  session  of  the  Council  of  Bishops'  meeting  in  Mozambique.  Bishop  Janice  Huie, 
president  of  the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops,  top,  escorts  Nelson  Mandela  and 
his  wife,  Gracia  Machel,  as  Bishop  Joao  Somane  Machado  of  Mozambique  leads  the  way. 
Mandela  and  Machel  made  a  surprise  visit  during  dinner  on  Nov.  5  at  the  Council  of 
Bishops'  meeting  in  Maputo,  Mozambique.  Mandela  and  Machel  both  have  Methodist 
roots.  Mandela  was  educated  in  a  Methodist  school  in  South  Africa.  Machel  is  United 
Methodist  and  attended  a  Methodist  school  in  Mozambique. The  choir  of  Betania 
United  Methodist  Church,  Maputo,  Mozambique  sings  a  greeting  to  bishops,  spouses 
and  church  representatives  who  worshipped  with  the  congregation  Nov.  5.  United 
Methodist  Bishops,  in  the  country  for  the  denomination's  Council  of  Bishops  meeting 
Nov.  1 -6,  worshiped  at  area  United  Methodist  churches  in  the  sub-Saharan  African  coun¬ 
try.  Bottom  photo,  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Bishop  Sarah  Davis  (center  right), 
accepts  a  token  from  United  Methodist  Bishop  Janice  R.  Huie. 
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The  United  Methodist  Church  joins  in  malaria  prevention  effort 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  people  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  are  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  official  kickoff  of  a  malaria- 
prevention  campaign  that  plays  on  the 
image  of  balls  flying  into  nets  to  encourage 
donations  for  malaria  nets  for  African  fami¬ 
lies. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Thomas 
Bickerton  of  the  denomination’s  Western 
Pennsylvania  area  said  one  of  the  cam¬ 
paign’s  most  appealing  aspects  is  that  fact 
that  “anyone,  anywhere”  can  forge  this  life¬ 
saving  link  with  children  in  Africa. 

“It  all  fits  in  to  the  whole  issue  of  eradi¬ 
cating  poverty,”  added  Bickerton,  who  also 
serves  as  president  of  United  Methodist 
Communications.  “A  million  people  are 
dying  of  malaria  every  year,  75  percent  of 
them  children.” 

The  campaign  asks  for  a  $10  contribu¬ 
tion.  The  first  $7  purchases  and  distributes 
the  nets,  which  can  cover  up  to  four  family 
members  as  they  sleep.  The  last  $3  pays  for 
community  workers  to  educate  families  on 
how  to  use  the  insecticide-treated  bed  nets. 

Partners  in  Nothing  But  Nets  include 
The  people  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  United  Nations  Foundation, 
Sports  Illustrated,  and  the  National 
Basketball  Association’s  foundation  NBA 
Cares,  Millennium  Promise  and  the 
Measles  Initiative.  The  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  United 


Methodist  Communications  are  coordinat¬ 
ing  participation  in  the  campaign. 

A  special  Web  site, 

www.NothingButNets.net,  was  launched 
Nov.  14  and  online  donations  can  be  made 
through  that  site.  The  People  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  have  a  partner  page  on 
the  site.  United  Methodist  Communications 
is  creating  a  special  Web  page  through 
www.UMC.org  in  conjunction  with  the 
campaign’s  Web  site.  Both  sites  feature 
additional  malaria  initiatives  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation. 

The  campaign  originated  with  Rick 
Reilly,  a  Sports  Illustrated  columnist  who 
became  interested  in  the  topic  after  watch¬ 
ing  a  BBC  television  special,  according  to 
Elizabeth  McKee,  director  of  marketing  for 
the  United  Nations  Foundation.  “When  he 
called  us,  we  happened  to  have  the  mecha¬ 
nisms  in  place  to  distribute  insecticide- 
treated  bed  nets,”  she  said. 

On  May  5,  2006,  Reilly  wrote  a  column, 
headlined  “Nothing  But  Nets,”  in  which  he 
asked  readers  who  “have  ever  gotten  a 
thrill  by  throwing,  kicking,  knocking, 
dunking,  slamming,  putting  up,  cutting 
down  or  jumping  over  a  net”  to  donate 
money  for  bed  nets.  He  raised  $  1 .2  million. 

Mckee  said  it  was  a  “natural  synergy” 
for  The  People  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  to  join  the  “Nothing  But  Nets” 
campaign  because  of  the  denomination’s 


long  experience  with  malaria  work.  The 
United  Nations  Foundation  - —  a  public 
charity  created  in  1998  with  a  $1  billion 
gift  from  Ted  Turner  to  support  U.N.  caus¬ 
es  and  activities  -  builds  public-private 
partnerships  to  address  the  world’s  most 
pressing  problems. 

“This  natural  blending  of  the  sacred  and 
secular. .  .is  a  wonderful  possibility  for  21st 
century  ministry,”  Bickerton  added. 

Calling  Reilly  “a  wonderful  illustration 
of  public  awareness,”  the  bishop  wants 
other  groups  -  church  youth,  Scouts,  bas¬ 
ketball  and  soccer  teams  and  “anyone  asso¬ 
ciated  with  nets  in  any  way”  -  to  become 
tuned  into  this  simple,  inexpensive  and  life¬ 
saving  prevention  tool  in  the  fight  against 
malaria. 

He  expects  to  use  the  denomination’s 
connectional  system  to  engage  United 
Methodist  youth  and  others  in  the  cam¬ 
paign.  Features  such  as  text  message 
updates  provide  a  “dynamic”  way  to  reach 
these  potential  contributors,  he  said. 

Anyone  can  send  a  text  message  to  47647, 
type  “Nets”  in  the  text  field  and  hit  send  to 
be  added  to  the  network. 

The  “Nothing  But  Nets”  Web  site 
includes  toolkits  for  youth  to  download. 
“They  can  also  create  their  own  team,” 
McKee  said. 

The  campaign  will  be  highlighted  at  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship’s 


Youth  2007  gathering  July  11-15,  2007  in 
Greensboro,  N.C. 

Bickerton  stressed  that  1 00  percent  of 
the  funds  raised  are  used  directly  for  the 
purchase  and  distribution  of  bed  nets. 
“Thanks  to  the  United  Nations  Foundation, 
the  administrative  costs  are  being  picked 
up,”  he  explained. 

To  distribute  the  nets  throughout  com¬ 
munities  in  Africa  in  2007  and  2008, 
Nothing  But  Nets  has  partnered  with  the 
Measles  Initiative  —  an  integrated  health 
campaign  whose  partners  include  the 
American  Red  Cross,  Center  for  Disease 
Control  and  Prevention,  World  Health 
Organization,  UNICEF  and  the  UN 
Foundation. 

The  first  distribution  of  nets  -  1 50,000 
nets  in  Nigeria  -  occurred  in  October  and 
Reilly  visited  Nigeria  with  foundation  staff 
the  week  of  Nov.  6  “to  ensure  the  nets  were 
actually  hung,”  McKee  said. 

She  reported  that  the  community  health 
workers  who  provide  education  about 
malaria  and  demonstrate  proper  use  of  the 
nets  “are  the  most  important  link  to  the 
chain.” 

Reilly’s  follow-up  column  on  the  cam¬ 
paign  is  scheduled  for  the  Dec.  4  issue  of 
Sports  Illustrated,  which  will  appear  on 
newsstands  on  or  around  Nov.  28. 

Changes  in 
ministry  to  men 

NASHVILLE,  Term. — Three  Louisiana 
Conference  district  presidents  of  United 
Methodist  Men  are  part  of  a  ten-member 
team  envisioning  a  new  role  in  ministry  to 
and  through  men. 

Kirby  Larpenter,  of  Ponchatoula,  Gard 
Wayt  of  Shreveport,  and  Anthony  Childers 
of  New  Orleans  participated  in  a  Nov,  10- 
1 1  training  experience  at  the  office  of  the 
General  Commission  on  United  Methodist 
Men. 

The  three  district  presidents  were  asked 
how  it  would  affect  their  understanding  of 
their  responsibilities  if  the  title  of  their 
position  were  changed  to  “district  men’s 
ministers.”  The  men  were  asked  to  consid¬ 
er  the  role  of  leading  men’s  ministry 
instead  of  serving  in  a  hierarchical  organi¬ 
zation. 

The  Rev.  David  Adams,  recently  elected 
top  staff  executive  of  United  Methodist 
Men,  is  encouraging  United  Methodist 
Men  to  focus  on  spiritual  growth  that  leads 
to  maturity  and  reproduction.  Adams  is 
challenging  members  of  United  Methodist 
Men  to  shift  their  focus  from  organization¬ 
al  activities  that  resemble  civic  men’s  clubs 
to  providing  opportunities  for  spiritual 
growth.  The  Louisiana  Conference  men 
are  part  of  the  team  considering  that  trans¬ 
formation. 

United  Methodist  Men  has  formed  part¬ 
nerships  with  Orlando-based  Man  in  the 
Mirror  Ministries  and  Denver-based 
Building  Brothers  to  provide  spiritual 
growth  opportunities. 


Sports  Illustrated  columnist  Rick  Reilly  (right)  visits  Yesirat  Gafani  and  her  son,  Afusat  Gafani,  to  see  a  mosquito  net  at  their  home  in 
Epe,  near  Lagos,  Nigeria,  provided  lay  the  Nothing  But  Nets  campaign.  Reilly  originated  the  malaria  prevention  campaign  in  a  column 
seeking  $10  donations.  The  campaign  has  raised  $1.2  million.  Bishop  Thomas  Bickerton  of  the  United  Methodist  Church's  Western 
Pennsylvania  area  said  one  of  the  campaign's  most  appealing  aspects  is  that  "anyone,  anywhere"  can  forge  this  lifesaving  link  with 
children  in  Africa.  The  people  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  are  one  of  the  partners  in  the  campaign.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike 
DuBose. 
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United  Methodist  phone  cards  bringing  light  to  soldiers 


United  Methodists  prepare  phone  cards  for  distribution  to  U.S.  troops  who  are 
deployed  away  from  home.To  date.  United  Methodists  have  donated  more  than  9  mil¬ 
lion  minutes  of  free  phone  calls  to  service  men  and  women  stationed  in  war  zones 
around  the  world.  United  Methodist  Chaplain  Frank  A.  Yerkes  (far  right)  with  members 
of  the  447th  Air  Expeditionary  Group  stationed  in  Baghdad,  show  their  appreciation  for 
the  phone  cards  sent  to  them  from  the  United  Methodist  Church. 


The  only  phone  card  Sgt.  1  st  Class  John 
Brian  Gregory  can  use  that  is  not  blocked 
by  the  Afghanistan  government  is  the  one 
featuring  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Cross  and  Flame. 

Gregory  is  at  Camp  Salerno  in  Khost, 
Afghanistan,  and  he  tells  his  wife  Nina  that 
the  only  way  he  can  afford  to  call  home  is 
with  a  little  plastic  card  sent  to  him  by 
United  Methodists  in  the  United  States. 

“Just  to  hear  his  voice  every  few  weeks 
makes  all  the  difference  in  the  world,”  says 
Nina.  The  Gregory’s  two  children,  Tia,  15, 
and  Nick,  12,  get  to  hear  straight  from 
their  dad  that  he  is  okay.. 

Since  Veteran’s  Day  2003,  United 
Methodists  have  donated  more  than  9  mil¬ 
lion  minutes  of  free  phone  calls  to  service 
men  and  women  around  the  world. 

The  United  Methodist  Endorsing 
Agency,  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  started  the  phone  card  campaign 
to  help  military  families  stay  in  touch  with 
each  other.  United  Methodist 
Communications  teamed  with  the  endors¬ 
ing  agency  in  2004  to  design  cards  featur¬ 
ing  the  United  Methodist  Cross  and  Flame 
and  the  message  “Open  hearts.  Open 
minds.  Open  doors.  The  people  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.” 

When  soldiers  use  the  cards  they  hear  a 
recorded  prayer:  “The  people  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  are  praying  for  your 
safety  and  sense  of  peace.  Our  hearts,  our 
minds  and  our  doors  are  always  open  to 
you.”  The  United  Methodist  phone  cards 
cost  $4.95  for  120  minutes. 

The  endorsing  agency  gives  the  cards  to 
United  Methodist  chaplains  who  then  dis¬ 
tribute  them  to  any  military  person  in  need. 

For  more  information  on  how  to  partici¬ 
pate,  contact  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  P.O.  Box  340007, 
Nashville,  TN  37203-0007.  The  agency 
also  can  be  reached  at  (615)340-7411. 


S3  37  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  1  V  70809 
225.346.1535  ■  S00.256.9317 
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Continue  to  live  in  the  home 
Receive  an  income  tax  deduction 
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LOUISIANA 


THE  UNITED 


METHODIST 

CHURCH 


NEWS, 

OPPORTUNITIES  AND 
WITNESS  OF  LOUISIANA 
CONFERENCE  MINISTRIES 


VOL  7,  NO.  23 


BATON  ROUGE,  LA 


DECEMBER  8, 2006 


Mennonites  provide  disaster  relief  in  Cameron 

~  •  ‘it  i  i  •  _ r» •  nnlir  u;op  tVio  r'r\mr\l  pfol 


Doyle  Taylor  finds  it  hard  to  put  his 
feelings  into  words  as  he  stands  before  his 
new  Grand  Lake,  La.  home,  which  is  under 
construction.  The  house — being  built  by 
Mennonite  volunteers  working  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  the  La.  Conference  Lake 
Charles/Southwest  Disaster  Recovery 


Station — will  replace  his  Cameron  Parish 
home  destroyed  last  year  during  Hurricane 
Rita. 

Choking  back  tears,  Taylor  said,  “Our 
family  has  lost  two  homes  in  Cameron,  the 
second  one  during  Rita.  That  house  was 
our  dream  home.” 


Not  only  was  the  structure  completely 
destroyed,  the  Taylors  had  no  insurance. 
“I’ve  lived  in  Cameron  for  the  past  39 
years.  I  always  knew  that  a  really  bad  hum- 
cane  was  possible.  It  just  didn’t  click  until  I 

See  Mennonites,  page  4 


A  Christmas  Message 


/me...  T 

:  f  It's  God's  Gift 

Open  hearts.  Open  minds.  Open  doors. 

The  people  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  ' 

Call  1-888-788-PRAY  to  find  a  Church. 


The  design  pictured  above  is  being  used  during  the  month  of  December  on  two  billboards  and  1 8  church  banners  in  the  New 
Orleans  area,  encouraging  motorists  to  call  a  toll  free  number  manned  by  operators  who  will  assist  seekers  in  finding  a  United 
Methodist  Church.  Many  residents  of  the  city  lost  their  home  church  due  to  the  damage  caused  by  Hurricane  Katrina  in  2005. 
Operators  have  been  trained  to  direct  callers  to  churches  that  are  currently  meeting  and  to  give  addresses  and  worship  times. 


STAIR  program  steps  up  to  help  children  after  Katrina 


Trinity  Gentilly  /  2 


Mennonites/  4 


BY  STEPHANIE  KOVAC 

Willa  Cristina  has  spent  her  life  raising 
five  children  and  seven  grandchildren.  At 
age  80,  she  thought  retirement  was  finally 
around  the  comer,  but  Hurricane  Katrina 
had  more  work  in  store. 

“I  thought  1  had  retired  from  everything, 
but  they’re  desperate  for  tutors  this  year,” 
says  Cristina  of  New  Orleans. 

She’s  now  committed  another  year  of 
her  life  to  another  child  -  7-year-old 
Da'Lan  Hammette.  The  second-grader  lost 
everything  in  the  storm  and  now  lives  with 
her  family  in  a  trailer  provided  by  the 


Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency, 
in  a  Pepsi-Cola  parking  lot  near  New 
Orleans. 

Da’Lan  is  one  of  10  students  involved  in 
a  children's  literacy  program  known  as 
STAIR  or  Start  the  Adventure  in  Reading, 
and  she’s  receiving  one-on-one  instruction¬ 
al  help  from  Willa,  a  six-year  volunteer. 

STAIR,  a  nonprofit  organization,  origi¬ 
nated  in  New  Orleans  in  1985  but  was  vir¬ 
tually  wiped  out  by  Katrina  last  year. 

“We  lost  our  curriculum  materials,  our 
library  books,  a  lot  of  our  materials 
because  our  sites  were  totally  inundated  or 


damaged  in  some  way”  says  STAIR 
Executive  Director  Sara  Woodard.  “So  we 
had  to  kind  of  regroup  and  salvage  materi¬ 
als  from  other  sites.” 

Getting  on  track 

Before  Katrina  struck,  STAIR  had  24 
sites  in  the  New  Orleans  area.  Today,  it  has 
only  12,  but  it  is  getting  its  program  back 
on  track.  Three  area  United  Methodist 
churches  are  among  those  hosting  the  pro¬ 
gram,  including  St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  in  Jefferson  Parish,  Algiers 
United  Methodist  in  Orleans  Parish,  and 

See  STAIR,  page  5 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

"The  Mystery" 


There  is  a  street  intersection  in  my 
hometown  that  looms  in  my  mind’s  eye 
and  beckons  me  to  attend  a  requested 
audience.  It  appears  in  my  dreams  and  it 
mysteriously  haunts  me  during  the  day¬ 
light  hours.  It  is  a  very  plain  intersec¬ 
tion,  Broadway  and  Grimes,  and  has  little 
to  distinguish  it.  It  is  the  first  “major” 
intersection  you  come  to  if  you  are  enter¬ 
ing  the  town  from  the  West  and  have 
taken  the  “Y”  to  the  downtown  area. 

And  “major”  in  this  instance  is  a  very 
relative  term! 

When  I  was  a  child  this  spot  was  fes¬ 
tooned  with  an  oilfield  supply  house  on 
each  comer.  The  most  colorful  was  the 
Republic  Supply  with  its  neon  oil  derrick 
that  had  a  perpetual  gusher  coming  forth 
in  multicolored  neon  ribbons.  Time  has 
taken  its  toll  however,  and  even  that  bit 
of  color,  along  with  the  supply  house  is 
gone.  Also  missing  are  other  physical 
signs  of  early  oil  activity  that  brought 
people  and  wealth  to  the  region. 

Today  there  is  nothing  there  but  a  lone 
and  lonely  traffic  light  hanging  over  the 
intersection,  dangling  from  cabled  wire 
that  is  its  support.  On  a  dark  night,  the 
red,  yellow  and  green  of  the  light  are  the 
only  additional  rays  of  illumination  that 
accompany  the  dim  glow  of  an  old  street 
lamp  standing  to  the  side  of  this  once 
bustling  comer. 

It  is  that  traffic  light  with  its  steadily 
changing  colors  that  beckons  me.  It  is 
this  strange  glow  in  the  darkness  of  the 
night  that  calls  to  my  spirit  to  present 
myself.  It  has  unexplainably  called  for 
many  years.  It  used  to  be  that  when  my 
mother  was  living  and  I  would  go  home 
to  visit,  I  would  always  go  there  at  night 
just  to  see  that  comer  and  try  and  discern 
the  why  of  its  magnetic  attraction.  It  was 
always  the  same  -  dark,  lonely,  quiet,  and 
ever-present.  I  think  I  could  sit  for  hours 
at  that  intersection,  with  only  an  occa¬ 
sional  car  to  interrupt  my  contemplation, 
and  think  on  “the  mystery.” 

In  recent  weeks  that  comer  and  that 
traffic  light  have  begun  to  invade  my 
thoughts  again.  It’s  almost  strong  enough 
to  cause  me  to  board  a  plane  for  far  west 
Texas,  rent  a  car  and  drive  to  Hobbs, 

New  Mexico  where  I  could  sit  and  look 
at  it  all  again.  I  know  (or  at  least  I  think 
I  do)  what  it  will  look  like.  It  will  not 
have  changed.  But  it  will  still  hold  “the 
mystery.” 

This  spiritual  call  was  deep  in  my 
conscience  as  I  left  the  Conference  office 
building  on  Friday.  Dark  had  already 
descended  and  people  were  gathering  for 
a  parade  that  was  to  happen  in  downtown 
Baton  Rouge.  The  drum  corps  were 
already  warming  up  in  the  parking  lots. 
Soon  Christmas  lights  were  going  to  be 
switched  on,  the  city  tree  was  to  be  light¬ 
ed,  fireworks  were  to  be  detonated  and 
crowds  would  revel  in  another  opening  of 


the  Christmas  sea¬ 
son.  I  encountered 
several  families  with 
excited  children 
making  their  way  to 
see  the  highlight  of 
the  parade,  the 
appearance  of  Santa 
Claus.  It  was  a  fes¬ 
tive  air  and  a  joy- 
filled  evening. 

When  I  got  in  my 
car,  that  lonely  intersection  in  Hobbs  and 
that  single  traffic  light  were  front  and 
center  in  my  vision.  Yes,  the  Christmas 
season  is  about  Santa  and  bands  and 
lights  and  fireworks  and  Christmas  trees 
and  family  fun.  I  revel  in  participating  in 
all  of  those  aspects!  But  the  deeper  call 
for  me  is  that  light  and  that  intersection. 
The  deeper  call  is  “the  mystery.” 

In  this  beautiful  and  stimulating  sea¬ 
son  with  angels  and  nutcrackers,  creches 
and  decorated  houses,  and  different 
greetings  that  reveal  the  spiritual  position 
and  faith  of  the  greeter  there  is  some¬ 
thing  that  calls  us  to  stop  and  contem¬ 
plate  the  deeper  meaning  of  what  is  hap¬ 
pening.  Whether  it  is  a  call  to  the  altar 
rail  of  your  church  where  you  will  handle 
the  elements  of  bread  and  wine  that  bring 
Jesus’  presence  anew;  whether  it  is  sitting 
still  in  your  living  room  and  watching  the 
fire  dance  in  the  fireplace  and  reading 
Luke  2;  whether  it  is  in  lighting  of  the 
Advent  candles  that  signal  by  their  flame 
that  something  is  about  to  happen  that  is 
beyond  our  comprehension;  or  whether  it 
is  being  summoned  in  your  heart  and 
mind  to  a  place  far  away  and  long  ago 
where  a  mystery  too  deep  for  words  and 
understanding  presents  itself  for  you  to 
study  and  reflect,  we  are  called  to  the 
well  of  faith  where  we  are  to  mine  its 
depths. 

Is  there  hope  for  the  world  in  which 
we  live?  Oh,  YES!  And  it  is  found  in 
knowing  the  source  and  meaning  of  “the 
mystery”  and  plumbing  every  crevice  of 
what  discernment  we  can  muster  in  order 
to  know  how  we  relate  to  that  source, 
even  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  In  the  midst 
of  all  the  busyness  in  these  days  of  our 
journey  toward  the  infinite  and  omnipo¬ 
tent,  let  us  stop  and  ponder  the  truths  that 
are  laid  out  for  us  in  the  birth,  life  and 
resurrected  presence  of  Jesus  of 
Nazareth,  that  mysterious  presence  at  the 
intersections  of  all  life.  That,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  the  true  meaning  of  the  birth  in 
Bethlehem. 

Advent  and  Christmas  blessings  to  all, 

Bill  Hutchinson 


fcSJ  IS 


Trinity  Gentilly  UMC  decomissioned 


Members  of  Trinity  Gentilly  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  stand 
together  during  the  church's  decomissioning  service  held  Nov.  12  in  the  sanc¬ 
tuary.  The  building  is  now  being  leased  by  the  Mennonite  Church,  which  will 
use  the  facility  as  a  base  of  operations  for  their  recovery  ministry  efforts. 
Photo  by  Mel  Burford,  Dallas  Morning  News 


Tending  Our  Lives  Together  V 

A  Retreat  for  All  Clergy  Under  Appointment  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church 

Feb.  26-28, 2007 

The  Wesley  Center 
Woodworth,  La. 

Sponsored  by  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson 


Notification  of  Retirement 


Paragraph  359  of  the  2004  Book  of 
Discipline  states  that  “requests  for  retire¬ 
ment  shall  be  stated  in  writing  to  the  bish¬ 
op,  cabinet,  and  board  of  ordained  ministry 
at  least  one  hundred  twenty  days  prior  to 
the  date  on  which  retirement  is  to  be  effec¬ 


tive.”  If  you  plan  to  retire  at  the  next  ses¬ 
sion  of  Annual  Conference,  notification 
should  be  received  by  those  listed  above  by 
February  1 ,  2007.  The  processing  of  a  cler¬ 
gy’s  retirement  may  be  delayed  if  this  time 
frame  is  not  met. 
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Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
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Financial  report  related  to  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita 


Don  Cottrill 


BY  DON  COTTRILL 

(Report  as  of 
October  3 1 ,  2006) 

The  Louisiana 
Conference  has  been 
in  the  midst  of 
responding  to  the 
results  of  Hurricanes 
Katrina  and  Rita 
since  the  fall  of  2005. 

Our  Conference 
Churches  and  those  of  the  United 
Methodist  connection  have  been  exceed¬ 
ingly  generous  in  the  financial  support  of 
these  efforts.  We  are  indeed  grateful  for 
the  monetary  gifts,  volunteer  hours  of 
hands-on  ministry  in  the  communities,  and 
the  many  prayers  that  have  continued  to 
bolster  the  response. 

There  have  been  many  sources  of  fund¬ 
ing  and  there  have  been  several  channels 
for  giving  gifts.  Listed  below  are  the 
sources  and  the  ways  in  which  the 
resources  have  been  used  and  projected  to 
be  used: 

Humanitarian  Response  through 
UMCOR  and  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Storm  Recovery 

The  funds  that  have  come  through  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  are  designated  for  humanitari¬ 
an  aid.  These  funds  are  to  be  spent  on 
recovery  of  individuals  and  not  on  pastors 
and  their  families,  or  on  church  property, 
unless  it  is  related  to  assisting  in  the 
recovery  process.  These  funds  have  been 
received  through  the  General  Church 
Katrina  and  Rita  offerings.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  received  a  sum  of  $64 
million  to  assist  with  this  effort  throughout 
the  Gulf  Coast  region  (Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Texas  and  the  Alabama- West 
Florida  Conferences).  This  money  is 
requested  by  each  Conference  through  the 
development  of  a  plan  for  assistance  in 
recovery  and  the  building  a  budget  to  sup¬ 
port  that  plan.  A  request  for  funds  is  made 
quarterly,  along  with  a  report  on  the  use  of 
previous  funds. 

An  amount  of  $  1 ,500,000  was  received 
and  spent  between  September,  2005  and 
March,  2006  for  the  initial  response  to 
both  hurricanes.  These  funds  were  used 
to  begin  the  process  of  relief  efforts 
through  the  building  of  a  nucleus  of  a 
relief  and  response  team,  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  call  center  for  volunteers,  the 
purchase  of  equipment  and  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  offices  for  housing  the  relief,  pro¬ 
motion  of  the  presence  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  for  response,  and  in  the 
area  of  environmental  and  structural  site 
evaluations. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  was 
awarded  the  amount  of  $7,349,299  from 
April  of  2006  through  March  of  2007.  A 
similar  amount  has  been  earmarked  for 
April  of  2007  through  March  of  2008. 

This  amount  covers  1 .)  Expenses  of  direct 
aid  in  the  gutting  and  rebuilding  of  homes 
and  other  assistance  to  the  victims  of  the 
hurricanes,  and  2.)  Salary  support  for  per¬ 
sons  assisting  in  the  response.  The  Staff 
is  responsible  in  primarily  two  areas:  a.) 


Relief  Stations  and  Volunteer  group  sup¬ 
port  and  rebuilding,  and  b.)  Case 
Management.  Case  Management  provides 
the  victims  of  the  storms  with  help  in 
developing  a  plan  for  personal  recovery, 
and  in  identifying  available  funds  for 
rebuilding  their  lives  either  back  to  their 
homes  prior  to  the  hurricanes,  or  to  new 
homes. 

A  team  of  eighty  persons  has  been 
hired  in  order  to  care  for  the  multitude  of 
needs  in  the  recovery  process.  Forty  staff 
persons  are  located  in  the  Storm  Center 
and  in  six  stations  that  have  been  estab¬ 
lished  throughout  the  Louisiana  Gulf 
Coast  (four  in  New  Orleans  area,  one  in 
Abbeville  and  one  in  Lake  Charles.)  The 
remaining  forty  work  in  Case 
Management  throughout  the  state. 

The  Quarterly  report  for  the  first  six 
months  of  the  grant  include  expenditures 
for  salary  and  benefits  in  the  amount  of 
$1,288,239,  travel  of  $86,384,  operational 
costs  of  $222,946,  and  Direct  Assistance 
of  $743,833.  Direct  assistance  has  not 
been  spent  at  the  rate  anticipated  since  the 
New  Orleans  area  is  not  yet  in  the  process 
of  rebuilding.  These  funds  will  be  held  in 
reserve  until  the  time  is  right  for  rebuild¬ 
ing. 

An  additional  amount  of  $  1 ,050,000 
has  been  designated  to  provide  for  the  ren¬ 
ovation,  rental  or  building  of  long  term 
housing  for  volunteer  teams.  The  sites  for 
this  housing  include;  St.  Mark’s 
Community  Center  in  the  French  Quarter, 
People’s  Community  Center  in  mid-city 
New  Orleans,  Slidell,  Dulac  Community 
Center,  and  Lake  Charles. 

Mission  Zone  and  Pastoral  Support 

In  order  to  respond  to  the  need  for 
local  church  ministry,  rebuilding  of  our 
churches  in  the  effected  areas,  and  pastoral 
support  in  these  areas,  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  the  General  Church  devel¬ 
oped  separate  funding  sources  to  meet  this 
urgent  need.  These  funds  have  come 
through  three  primary  sources:  l.)the 
Louisiana  Bishop’s  Appeal,  2.)  the  Katrina 
Church  Recovery  Appeal,  and  3.)  the 
Church  Partnering  Program.  The  funds 
from  the  Louisiana  Bishop’s  Appeal  have 
been  given  by  both  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  other  Conferences  and  by 
individuals  and  groups.  These  funds  have 
been  used  for  the  recovery  since  the  hurri¬ 
canes  as  a  way  of  caring  for  the  pastors. 
Few  funds  have  been  expended  thus  far 
for  rebuilding  of  church  buildings;  the 
funds  have  been  needed  for  pastoral  sup¬ 
port,  and  the  decisions  regarding  individ¬ 
ual  congregations  are  for  the  most  part 
still  in  process.  Local  churches  are  work¬ 
ing  as  well  with  insurance  companies  on 
payments,  while  they  are  deciding  on  their 
future. 

The  Katrina  Church  Recovery  Appeal 
was  first  received  on  the  1st  Anniversary 
of  Hurricane  Katrina.  Thus  far, 
$2,000,000  has  been  received  for  this 
offering.  This  will  be  shared  between 
Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama- West 
Florida  Conferences.  Louisiana 


Conference  has  been  granted  $1,000,000 
from  the  funds  received  thus  far. 


The  following  is  a  capitulation  of  the 
income  and  expenditures  of  the  funds 
for  the  Mission  Zone  and  the  pastoral 
support  for  the  pastors  effected  by 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita: 

Income  (as  of  November  1,  2006): 

Total  Income  from  Louisiana 
Conference  churches  and  individuals 
(2005  and  2006 )( including  Louisiana 
Bishop’s  Appeal,  and  Louisiana 
Response  to  Katrina  Church  Recovery 
Appeal) 

$1,224,263 

Total  Income  from  Outside  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  (2005  and  2006): 

$1,942,008 

Income  from  local  Churches  in  the 
Mission  Zone  (2006): 

$234,387 

Total  Income  from  all  sources  from 
August,  2005  through  October,  2006: 

$3,400,658 

Expenses: 

Expenses  for  salary  support  and  ben¬ 
efits  for  the  pastors  in  the  New  Orleans 
District  and  five  pastors  in  the  Lake 
Charles  District  in  2005: 

$960,594 

Expenses  for  salary  support  for  pas¬ 
tors  in  the  New  Orleans  and  Lake 
Charles  Districts  from  January  through 
May,  2006  and  for  the  Mission  Zone 
pastors  from  June  through  May,  2007 
(actual  and  projected): 

$2,325,013 

Total  Expenses  for  Pastoral  Support 
from  September,  2005  through  May  of 
2007  (actual  and  projected): 

$3,285,607 

The  Partnering  Programs  have  been 
developed  both  with  local  congrega¬ 
tions  and  through  the  Storm  Center. 
Additional  Partnerships  are  being  devel¬ 
oped  with  some  of  the  largest  congrega¬ 
tions  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
throughout  our  connection.  These 
funds  are  not  included  in  the  statements 
as  listed  above,  but  will  be  included  in 
subsequent  reports  as  they  are  received. 


roofed 
sheetrocked 
siding 

debris  removal 
yardwork 


61 

312 

50 

994 

348 


The  Financial  Value  of  our  Disaster 
Recovery  Ministry  thus  far 

A  summary  of  the  Disaster  Recovery 
Ministry  and  the  financial  impact  made 
through  the  gifts  and  volunteer  hours  are 
also  listed  below. 

This  article  is  not  intended  to  describe 
the  details  of  the  ministry  that  has  been 
performed  by  our  response,  for  that  is  a 
long  conversation  by  itself.  It  should  be 
remembered  that  we  are  in  the  midst  of 
assisting  people  in  mapping  their  own 
recovery  and  identifying  resources  avail¬ 
able  through  the  work  of  case  manage¬ 
ment,  and  of  assisting  in  the  rebuilding 
effort  through  hosting  and  directing  volun¬ 
teers. 

The  number  of  houses  that  were:  (as  of 
November  1 , 2006) 

gutted  2,311 


painted 


123 


Estimated  Value  of  construction 
Services: 

Total:  $13,146,000.00 

$3,500  x  2,31 1  (gutting  $2,500-$5,000) 
Total:  $  8,088,500.00 

$5,000  x  123  (painting  $3,000-$8,000) 
Total:  $615,000.00 

$6,000  x  312  (sheetrocking  $6,000- 
$8,000)  Total: 

$1,872,000.00  $8,000x61 

(roofing  $5,000-$  1 1,000) 

Total:  $  488,000.00 

$1,800  x  994  (debris  removal  $1,800- 

$2,000) 

Total:  $  1,789,200.00 

$500  x  348  (  yardwork  $300-$  1,000) 
Total:  "  $  174,000.00 

$2500  x  50  (siding  $2,000-$3,000) 

Total:  $  125,000.00 

Case  Management  -  PRICELESS 
(there  is  no  way  to  estimate  the  value 
beyond  saying  that  it  is  priceless) 

Closed  Cases:  4,474 

Open  Cases:  4,483 

(512  active  and  3,971  pending) 

Needs  to  be  determined:  2,900 

People  served  to  date:  20,092 

Value  of  Volunteer  Hours  to  date: 

4th  Qtr  to  date(since  10/1/06)  485 

Cases  closed  3,147  Clients  served 
1 ,725  Volunteers  50,05 1  Volunteer  hours 
Total  Value:  $875,893 

3rd  Qtr  total(to  9/30/06) 

7,346  Clients  served  5,261  Volunteers 
147,284  Volunteer  hours 
Total  Value  $2,577,478 

Total  to  6/30/06  9,599 

Clients  served  1 1 ,734  Volunteers 
1,057,349  Volunteer  hours 
Total  Value  $20,541,246 

Grand  Total  20,092 

Clients  served  18,720  Volunteers 
1 ,254,684  Volunteer  hours  Total 

Value  $  23,994,617 

Each  volunteer  hour  is  valued  at  $17. 
This  amount  is  reported  to  the  state  gov¬ 
ernment  each  quarter.  This  amount  is 
credited  against  the  FEMA  billing  that  is 
sent  to  the  state,  thus  reducing  the  repay¬ 
ment  Louisiana  must  make  to  the  Federal 
Government.  As  you  can  see,  our  United 
Methodist  efforts  have  financially  helped 
our  state  in  the  amount  of  $23,994,617 
thus  far.  This  of  course  does  not  convey 
the  real  value  of  the  ministry  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  the  people  of 
Katrina  and  Rita.  The  real  impact  is 
shown  in  the  stories  of  those  who  have 
received  help  as  they  have  sought  to 
rebuild  their  lives.  These  figures  are  only 
a  brief  summary  of  our  ministry  in  the 
name  of  Christ  Jesus. 

Thank  you  for  all  of  your  prayers  and 
support  for  our  sisters  and  brothers.  We 
give  thanks  to  God  for  you. 
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Mennonites,  from  page  1 


Doyle  Taylor,  who  lost  his  Cameron,  La.  home  due  to  Hurricane  Rita,  visits  with  Tonia 
Pence,  case  manager  for  the  Lake  Charles/Southwest  Disaster  Recovery  Station,  part  of 
the  La.  Annual  Conference  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry. Taylor's  home  is  being  rebuilt  on 
property  in  Grand  Lake.  Volunteers  from  throughout  the  United  States  and  Canada 
with  the  Mennonite  Disaster  Recovery  Service  are  working  on  the  home,  in  addition  to 
five  other  new  builds  and  three  reconstructions.  Project  directors  Laura  and  Carl  Dube 
with  MDRS  stand  in  front  of  the  ministry's  mobile  kitchen  stationed  in  Cameron. 


saw  the  effects  of  Hurricane  Katrina  on  the 
rest  of  Louisiana.”  One  month  later,  his 
house  was  swept  away  by  Hurricane  Rita. 

Volunteers  from  the  United  States  and 
Canada  have  been  working  through  the 
Mennonite  Disaster  Recovery  Service 
(MDRS)  to  build  Taylor’s  home,  and  plan 
to  complete  five  additional  new  builds  and 
three  reconstructions.  “We  have  a  budget  of 
$280,000  for  these  projects,  but  we  need 
$20-30,000  more  in  funding.  It  will  come,” 
said  Tonia  Pence,  the  Disaster  Recovery 
Station’s  case  manager  for  the  Cameron 
area. 

Pence  has  a  great  deal  of  admiration  for 
Laura  and  Carl  Dube,  MDRS  project  direc¬ 
tors  for  the  Cameron  project.  “They  are 
both  so  talented.  Carl  is  a  retired  engineer 
who  worked  on  large  steel  structures.  Laura 
is  a  registered  nurse,  who  loves  to  help 
people.  When  the  Dube’s  get  ‘on  the  job,’  it 
is  well  done.’” 

The  Minnesota  couple  is  managing 
between  1 8  and  25  Mennonite  volunteers 
per  week  through  the  first  completely 
mobile  recovery  setup  utilized  by  the 
Mennonite  Disaster  Recovery  Service.  “We 
typically  bring  down  a  few  trailers,  then 
house  the  volunteers  in  churches  or  other 
facilities.  In  Cameron,  not  many  buildings 
were  left  standing,  so  we  moved  in  kitchen, 
dining,  housing  and  office  trailers,”  said 
Laura. 

The  bi-national  response  to  storm 
affected  areas  of  Louisiana  is  due  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  damage  caused  by  both 
Hurricanes  Rita  and  Katrina.  “Canada  is 
playing  a  role  in  this  effort  because  rebuild¬ 
ing  Louisiana  will  be  a  large,  long  term 
effort,”  said  Laura,  who  said  that  the 


Mennonites  have  volunteers  scheduled 
through  the  end  of  March. 

Providing  disaster  recovery  services  has 
been  a  prominent  ministry  for  Mennonites 
for  the  last  56  years.  “The  idea  started  in  a 
Sunday  School  class  in  Kansas. 

Mennonites  are  conscientious  objectors, 
and  have  always  sought  alternative  ways  to 
provide  public  service.  Many  teams  of 
Mennonites  have  been  part  of  reconstruc¬ 
tion  and  rebuilding  efforts  in  post  war 
areas,”  said  Laura. 

The  hands-on  approach  for  Mennonites 
is  inspired  by  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount, 
she  added.  “We  strive  to  be  the  hands  and 
feet  of  Jesus.” 

Much  like  United  Methodist  annual 
conferences,  Mennonites  are  divided  into 
regions.  “Each  region  has  a  director  who 
works  with  the  headquarters  in  Akron, 
Penn,  with  the  response  network.  The 
Akron  office  handles  team  scheduling, 
working  with  long-term  and  short-term 
volunteers,”  said  Carl. 

The  teams  sent  by  the  Mennonites  are 
comprised  of  well  seasoned  veterans, 
skilled  in  every  area  of  construction.  “It  is 
a  joy  to  work  with  the  volunteers  and  those 
we  are  working  to  help.  We  build  strong 
relationships,  and  its  always  hard  to  leave 
once  a  project  is  finished,”  he  added. 

Lives  are  changed  through  the  generous 
efforts  of  volunteers  like  the  Dubes.  “These 
people  are  amazing,”  said  Doyle  Taylor. 
“They  were  the  answer  to  prayers. 
Throughout  everything,  I  just  held  on  to 
the  scripture  Romans  8:28.  All  things  work 
for  good;  God  had  a  plan.  This  house  we 
are  building  is  more  than  I  could  have  ever 
asked  for.” 


Igniting  Ministry  Training 


Jan.  20,  2007 
University  UMC 
Baton  Rouge 
Limited  to  150  participants 
(no  more  than  two  per  local  church) 


National  Trainers: 


Rev.  Dawn  Hand,  Matthews  umc 

Rev.  Larry  Homitsky,  Connectional  Ministry 
Western  Pennyslvania  Conference 

Registration  begins  at  8  a.m.,  Training  runs  from  9  a.m.-3  p.m., 
lunch  and  materials  provided 

You  MUST  pre-register  online  at  www.ignitingministry.org,  click 
“Training”  then  click  “Find  an  Event’VQuestions? 

Email  Betty,  lanow@bellsouth.net 
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Conference  resource  center 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Resource  Center  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  invite 
clergy  and  laity  to  use  all  of  the  helpful  and  interesting  educational  materials  available 
to  local  churches  through  the  Center.  A  recently  updated  Resource  Catalogue  is  avail¬ 
able  online  by  visiting  http://www.la-umc.org/rescenter.php.  Churches  are  also  encour¬ 
aged  to  stop  by  and  look  through  the  Resource  Center,  which  is  located  on  the  third 
floor  of  The  United  Methodist  Church's  Louisiana  Area  Offices  Building,  located  at  527 
North  Blvd.  in  Baton  Rouge  (70802).  If  you  are  unable  to  come  in,  please  write  or  call 
Monday-Friday  between  the  hours  of  8:30  a.m.  and  4:30  p.m.  at  (225)  346-1646,  ext.  228 
or  (888)  239-5286.  Faxes  may  be  sent  to  (225)  383-2652  or  (225)  383-3144.  Ask  for 
Shirlene  Spears,  director  of  the  Resource  Center,  pictured  above. 
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Movie  serves  as  Advent  highlight 


Keisha  Castle-Hughes  and  Oscar  Isaac  play  the  roles  of  Mary  and  Joseph  in  The 
Nativity  Story,  a  New  Line  Cinema  movie  running  during  the  season  of  Advent. 


The  story  of  the  birth  of  Jesus  is  por¬ 
trayed  in  a  New  Line  Cinema  movie 
release.  The  Nativity  Story,  now  playing 
in  theatres  worldwide.  The  Nativity  Story 
chronicles  the  arduous  journey  of  two 
people,  Mary  and  Joseph,  a  miraculous 
pregnancy,  and  the  history-defining  birth 
of  Jesus.  This  dramatic  and  compelling 
story  comes  to  life  in  this  major  motion 
picture  starring  Keisha  Castle-Hughes 
(Whale  Rider)  as  Mary,  Oscar  Isaac 
(Guerrilla)  as  Joseph,  and  Academy 
Award®  nominee  Shoreh  Aghdashloo 
(House  of  Sand  and  Fog)  as  Elizabeth, 
the  mother  of  John  the  Baptist.  The 
Nativity  Story  is  directed  by  Catherine 


Hardwicke  (Thirteen,  Lords  of  Dogtown) 
from  a  screenplay  by  Mike  Rich  (The 
Rookie,  Finding  Forrester).  “The  film 
provides  a  wonderful  experience  during 
the  Advent  season.  Viewers  can  quickly 
see  that  the  screenplay  was  written  with 
the  benefit  of  careful  research,  and  the 
cinematography  is  beautiful.  Castle- 
Hughes  plays  a  sympathetic,  believable 
‘Mary,’  and  Isaac  portrays  ‘Joseph’  as  a 
compassionate  man  committed  to  doing 
God’s  will,”  said  Betty  Backstrom,  direc¬ 
tor  of  Communications  for  the  La. 
Annual  Conference. 


The  STAIR  (Start  the  Adventure  in  Reading)  program  at  St.  Paul's  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  provides  children  with  tutoring  and  a  listening  ear.  Jessie  Wells 
learns  his  letters  with  help  from  tutor  Dorinda  Deuchert  at  the  STAIR  (Start  the 
Adventure  in  Reading)  program  at  St.  Paul's  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans. 
UMNS  photos  by  Stephanie  Kovac. 


STAIR,  from  page  7 

Belle  Chase  United  Methodist,  the  first- 
ever  site  in  hard-hit  Plaquemines. 

The  Rev.  Sheri  Zehner  of  St.  Paul’s  says 
the  church  is  a  perfect  partner  for  the  pro¬ 
gram,  and  notes  that  the  children  need 
comfort  now  more  than  ever.  “School  can 
be  a  very  frantic  place,  especially  now, 
when  they’re  just  trying  to  figure  out  where 
their  lives  are,  where  they  fit  in.” 

Finding  someone  to  talk  to  can  be  hard, 
especially  for  children,  Zehner  says.  New 
Orleans  has  a  shortage  of  mental  health 
workers,  and  many  parents  and  children 
alike  are  turning  to  the  clergy. 

“A  lot  of  the  children  want  to  come  into 
the  sanctuary  and  just  sit  for  a  while,  which 
is  strange,  but  they  do,”  Cristina  says. 

While  the  walls  of  St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  are  providing  a  safe  haven  for 
youngsters  such  as  Da’Lan,  the  tutors  are 
lending  a  listening  ear.  They  too  know  con¬ 
solation  is  as  important  as  comprehension. 

“Our  refrigerator  broke,”  Da’Lan  inter¬ 
jects  in  the  middle  of  her  lesson.  "Ah,  yes,” 
replies  Cristina,  “everybody’s  refrigerator 
broke,  I  think.”  And  young  and  old  share 
an  impromptu  moment  of  laughter. 

A  necessity  for  recovery 

Woodard  does  not  doubt  this  year  will 
be  difficult  for  all  involved. 

“It’s  an  emotional  year  for  the  tutors  too 
because  it’s  not  just  something  that  hap¬ 
pened  to  one  group,  it  happened  to  every¬ 
one,”  Woodard  explains.  “I  think  the  tutors 


can  really  relate  to  what  the  children  have 
been  through  since  they’ve  been  through  it 
themselves;  they’ve  experienced  the  sense 
of  loss  also.” 

Still,  Woodard  says  the  program  can  be 
part  of  the  city’s  recovery  process,  and  she 
views  it  as  an  absolute  necessity  given  that 
so  many  children  have  been  in  a  variety  of 
schools  the  past  year  and  may  have  fallen 
behind. 

“We  want  to  make  sure  they  get  a  good 
education  and  that  they  graduate  from  high 
school,  go  to  college  here,  and  then  join  the 
work  force  because  we’re  going  to  need 
them  more  than  ever  now.” 

Before  Katrina,  90  percent  of  STAIR 
children  were  African  American.  Since  the 
storm,  the  program  has  had  an  influx  of 
Caucasians  and  Hispanics  because  so  many 
Hispanic  workers  have  moved  to  the  area  to 
help  in  the  rebuilding.  The  program  is 
adapting  to  accommodate  their  needs, 
including  staffing  more  bilingual  tutors. 

Churches  such  as  St.  Paul’s  are  adapting 
too.  St.  Paul’s  has  installed  showers  in  the 
upstairs  space  once  used  by  STAIR  in 
order  to  open  its  facilities  to  work  teams 
from  outside  the  area.  The  church  has  also 
prepped  its  fellowship  hall  to  accommodate 
tutoring  on  Mondays  and  Wednesdays. 

St.  Paul’s  believes  that  mission  and  out¬ 
reach  are  what  Christ  calls  us  to  be  about, 
Zehner  says.  “If  one  child  is  helped  along 
their  journey,  that’s  a  huge  reward.” 
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George  "Buzzy"  Anding,  Conference  Lay  Leader,  addresses  conference  members  during  the  Laity  Session  of  the  2006  La.  Annual 
Conference  held  in  the  Gold  Dome  on  the  campus  of  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport  this  past  June. 


Igniting  Ministry  Christmas 
Campaign  kicks  off 

“The  Journey,”  a  message  from  a 
strong  faith  community,  the  people  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church,  began 
airing  on  popular  cable  stations  Dec.  4, 
and  will  run  through  Christmas  Eve. 
The  theme  of  this  national  message  is, 
“Find  your  path,  and  share  your  jour¬ 
ney.” 

“The  holiday  season  is  a  time  when 
many  people  are  feeling  alone  or  are 
perhaps  seeking  some  deeper  meaning 
and  purpose  in  their  lives,”  said  Rev. 
Larry  Hollon,  chief  executive  of 
United  Methodist  Communications. 
“One  of  the  gifts  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  to  offer  is  the 
sureness  of  hope  that  we  are  neither 
abandoned  by  God  or  by  the  faith 
community.  Our  doors  are  open  for 
anyone  who  is  seeking  a  deeper  under¬ 
standing  of  their  place  in  the  world  to 
come  and  participate  in  that  search  in 
relationship  with  others.” 

United  Methodist  Communications, 
based  in  Nashville,  launched  the 
Igniting  Ministry  effort  in  2001  to 
raise  awareness  of  the  denomination 
through  a  series  of  national  cable  tele¬ 
vision  commercials.  The  campaign 
also  includes  radio  spots  and  non¬ 
broadcast  ads,  matching  grants,  train¬ 
ing  resources  and  a  Web  presence.  The 
2004  General  Conference,  the  church’s 
top  legislative  body,  approved  another 
S25  million  for  the  program  and 
renewed  it  for  four  more  years. 


Dillard  awarded 
HUD  grant 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  A  $2  million 
grant  from  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development  is  award¬ 
ed  to  Dillard  University  to  rebuild  off-cam¬ 
pus  housing  damaged  by  Hurricane 
Katrina. 

The  grant  is  facilitated  by  a  program 
designed  to  help  historically  black  colleges 
and  universities  like  Dillard  adequately 
meet  the  needs  of  their  communities. 

Hurricane  Katrina  left  Dillard  severely 
hampered  in  providing  housing  for  stu¬ 
dents. 

Roy  Bemardi,  HUD  Deputy  Secretary, 
said  the  funding  will  go  toward  renovating 
and  bringing  back  42  apartments.  The  proj¬ 
ect  is  projected  to  provide  housing  for  up 

IRS  announces  2007 
standard  mileage  rates 

The  Internal  Revenue  Service  has 
issued  the  2007  optional  standard  mileage 
rates  used  to  calculate  the  deductible  costs 
of  operating  an  automobile  for  business 
purposes. 

Beginning  Jan.  1,  2007,  the  standard 
mileage  rates  for  the  use  of  a  car  will  be 
48.5  cents  per  mile  for  business  miles  driv¬ 
en. 

Local  churches  in  the  conference  should 
adjust  to  the  new  rate  of  48.5  cents  per 
mile. 


On  behalf  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  Board  of  Laity,  George 
“Buzzy”  Anding,  Conference  Lay  Leader, 
invites  interested  and  qualified  lay  mem¬ 
bers  of  our  conference  (who  are  also  able 
to  meet  the  associated  time,  attendance  and 
financial  responsibilities),  to  consider  plac¬ 
ing  themselves  in  nomination  for  election 
as  delegates  to  the  2008  General 
Conference  and/or  Jurisdictional 
Conference  of  our  denomination.  Church 
law  requires  that  delegates  “shall  have  been 
members  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
for  at  least  two  years  next  preceding  their 
election,  and  shall  have  been  active  partici¬ 
pants  in  The  United  Methodist  Church  for 
at  least  four  years  next  preceding  their  elec¬ 
tion.” 

General  Conference,  which  convenes 
every  four  years,  is  the  top  policy-making 
body  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
Church  law  (The  Book  of  Discipline)  pro¬ 
vides  that  no  person  or  organization  except 
the  General  Conference  has  authority  to 
speak  for  the  denomination.  Meeting  sites 
rotate  among  the  five  geographic  jurisdic¬ 
tions  of  the  denomination,  with  the  2008 
General  Conference  being  scheduled  for 
April  23-May  2  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  and 
Jurisdictional  Conference  to  be  held  in 
Dallas,  Texas,  on  July  16-19,  2008. 

Church  law  limits  General  Conference 
to  a  maximum  of  1,000  delegates  -  half 
clergy,  half  lay  -  and  requires  that  each 
annual  conference  have  at  least  one  dele¬ 
gate  from  each  order.  Beyond  that,  a  con¬ 
ference’s  representation  is  based  on  the 
number  of  lay  members  and  clergy  mem¬ 
bers  in  the  conference,  as  compared  to 
worldwide  denominational  membership 
figures.  For  the  Jurisdictional  Conference 


delegation,  the  Book  of  Discipline  allows 
each  annual  conference  to  elect  “twice  the 
number  of  its  General  Conference  dele¬ 
gates.” 

In  the  this  quadrennium,  there  will  be 
five  (5)  lay  and  five  (5)  clergy  delegates 
elected  to  attend  General  Conference  from 
Louisiana  (and  twice  that  number  to 
Jurisdictional  Conference).  Laity  elect  lay 
delegates,  and  clergy  elect  clergy  delegates. 
The  first  delegates  elected  will  fill  both 
General  Conference  and  Jurisdictional 
Conference  delegation  needs,  with  addi¬ 
tional  elections  completing  the 
Jurisdictional  Conference  delegation.  The 
number  for  election  to  the  2008  confer¬ 
ences  from  our  conference  is  still  in  the 
process  of  being  determined,  due  to  the 
recent  inclusion  of  churches  and  new  mem¬ 
bers  from  the  Ivory  Coast  of  Africa  in  our 
denomination. 

The  General  Conference  revises  The 
Book  of  Discipline  (The  United  Methodist 
book  of  church  law)  and  our  denomina¬ 
tion’s  “Social  Principles”,  and  adopts  reso¬ 
lutions  on  various  current  moral,  social, 
public  policy  and  economic  issues.  It  also 
approves  plans  and  budgets  for  churchwide 
programs  for  the  next  four  years.  Delegates 
may  also  propose  amendments  to  the 
church’s  Constitution,  but  those  must  be 
ratified  later  in  the  annual  conferences. 
General  Conference  also  elects  members  of 
the  Judicial  Council,  the  church’s  “supreme 
court”,  and  some  members  of  churchwide 
agencies. 

Our  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Conference,  which  also  meets  every  four 
years  for  purposes  generally  including  the 
election  of  bishops  and  selection  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  general  boards  and  agencies,  will  be 


held  on  July  16-19,  2008,  in  Dallas,  Texas. 
The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  includes  1 5 
annual  conferences  spanning  eight  states, 
including  Arkansas,  Kansas,  Louisiana, 
Missouri,  Nebraska,  New  Mexico, 
Oklahoma  and  Texas,  as  well  as  the  south 
border  of  the  Navajo  Indian  Nation  in 
northeastern  Arizona. 

In  addition  to  meeting  the  basic  qualifi¬ 
cations  for  election,  delegates  should  be 
able  and  committed  to  attend  all  preconfer¬ 
ence  preparatory  meetings,  to  read  and 
study  the  substantial  amount  of  proposed 
legislation,  to  participate  in  the  interview¬ 
ing  of  prospective  candidates  for  the  epis¬ 
copacy,  and  to  attend  and  actively  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  approximately  three  weeks  of 
General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences. 
While  some  funding  may  be  provided  by 
the  Louisiana  Conference  to  the  elected 
delegates  to  help  defray  their  expenses,  it 
will  not  cover  all  expenses  associated  with 
being  a  delegate. 

Those  wishing  to  place  their  names  in 
nomination  are  asked  to  complete  the 
“Louisiana  Conference  Lay  Delegate 
Information  Form,”  found  in  this  issue  of 
Louisiana  Now  and  also  available  for 
downloading  on  the  Conference’s  Web  Site 
(la-umc.org),  and  to  return  the  completed 
form  to  the  Conference  Office  no  later  than 
March  3 1 ,  2007.  Booklets  including  the 
completed  forms  of  applicants  will  be  dis¬ 
tributed  at  preconference  meetings  and  at 
Annual  Conference.  While  nominations 
may  also  be  taken  from  the  floor  at  Annual 
Conference,  timely  completion  and  submis¬ 
sion  of  the  forms  will  give  conference  vot¬ 
ers  needed  information  about  the  qualifica¬ 
tions  and  experience  of  those  wishing  to  be 
considered  for  election  as  delegates. 


Call  for  Jurisdictional/General 


Conference  delegates 
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LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE 
LAY  DELEGATE  INFORMATION  FORM 
2008  GENERAL  AND  JURISDICTIONAL  CONFERENCES 

Name: 

Home  Address: 

Street 

City/State  Zip 

E-mail  Address: 

Local  Church  Membership: 

District: 

Lay  delegates  to  the  General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences  shall  have  been 
members  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  for  at  least  two  years  and  shall  have 
been  active  participants  in  The  United  Methodist  Church  for  at  least  four  years. 
(Par.  34,  Article  V,  The  Book  of  Discipline) 

I  wish  to  serve  as  a  delegate  to  General  Conference  (April  23-May  2, 
2008,  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas)  and  Jurisdictional  Conference  (July  16- 
19,  2008,  in  Dallas,  Texas)  because: 


Church  Leadership  (Local  church  responsibilities,  present  and  past): 


District  offices  held: 


Conference  offices  held: 


Others: 


Occupation/work: 
Community  involvement: 


I  meet  the  membership  qualifications  and  am  willing  and  able  to  com¬ 
mit  the  time  necessary  to  participate  in  General  and/or  Jurisdictional 
Conference,  including  preparation  time  as  well  as  attendance  at 
Conference. 


Please  sign  here 

Please  be  concise. 

Mail  by  March  31,  2007,  to:  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

Lay  Delegate  Application 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


Judicial  Council:  Conferences  may  disagree  with  rulings 


BY  NEILL  CALDWELL 

CINCINNATI  (UMNS)  —  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  top  court  says  the 
denomination’s  regional  conferences  may 
pass  petitions  that  disagree  with  court  deci¬ 
sions,  as  long  as  they  do  not  mandate  any 
violation  of  the  Book  of  Discipline  or 
ignore  directives  included  in  those  deci¬ 
sions. 

Meeting  here  Oct.  25-28,  the  United 
Methodist  Judicial  Council  considered  sev¬ 
eral  petitions  that  stemmed  from  a  ruling  it 
issued  last  fall.  Decision  1032,  which  dealt 
with  a  Virginia  pastor  who  denied  member¬ 
ship  to  an  openly  gay  man.  The  nine-mem¬ 
ber  council  ruled  that  a  pastor  has  the  right 
to  determine  who  is  ready  for  church  mem¬ 
bership. 

During  last  summer’s  annual  meeting  of 
the  Baltimore- Washington  Annual 
Conference,  a  petition  encouraging  church¬ 
es  to  be  inclusive  was  ruled  to  be  in  order 
by  Bishop  John  R.  Schol  because  it  “repre¬ 
sented  the  hope  of  the  annual  conference.” 
Judicial  Council  -  which  routinely  reviews 
all  bishops’  rulings  during  annual  confer¬ 
ence  sessions  -  agreed  with  Schol. 

A  petition  from  the  Kansas  East  Annual 
Conference  went  beyond  the  court’s  stan¬ 
dard,  the  council  said,  but  did  not  violate 
the  specific  paragraphs  in  the  Book  of 
Discipline  that  were  cited  in  the  request  for 
a  decision. 

The  difference  is  in  the  wording.  The 
Baltimore- Washington’s  petition  “expects 
and  encourages  its  congregations  and  cler¬ 
gy”  to  be  inclusive,  the  Judicial  Council 
said.  Because  it  is  “aspirational  in  nature” 
it  does  not  violate  Paragraph  16.1  of  the 
church’s  Constitution,  the  court  said  in 
Decision  1044. 

The  Kansas  East  petition  reads:  “No 
pastor  . . .  shall  deny  membership  solely 
based  on  the  candidate  for  membership 
being  a  self-avowed  practicing  homosexu¬ 
al.”  That  is  “proscriptive  language”  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Judicial  Council,  meaning  the 
resolution  “does  more  than  express  ideals 
and  opinions. . .”  according  to  the  analysis 
and  rationale  section  of  Decision  1052. 

Addressing  the  Kansas  East  petition,  the 
council  reiterated  that  annual  conferences 
are  welcome  to  express  ideals  and  opin¬ 
ions,  but  cannot  direct  pastors  or  lay  mem¬ 
bers  to  do  something  that  is  contrary  to  the 
Discipline  or  past  council  decisions. 

During  oral  arguments  in  the  Kansas  East 
case,  the  Rev.  Mark  Holland  of  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Kansas  City 
said  that  the  council  had  created  a  “wedge 
issue”  for  the  church  by  requiring  a  “litmus 
test”  for  church  membership. 

“It’s  an  embarrassment  to  the  church 
that  we’ve  picked  this  one  issue,”  Holland 
said.  He  compared  the  action  to  that  of  a 
Baptist  church  in  Kansas  City  “that 
requires  members  to  sign  a  statement  that 
says,  ‘I’m  not  gay.’” 

The  Rev.  Paul  Stevens,  also  from  the 
Kansas  East  Conference  but  speaking 
against  the  petition,  told  the  Judicial 
Council  that  the  conference  action  should 
not  be  upheld  “because  it’s  not  in  line  with 
the  Book  of  Discipline  and  what  the  United 
Methodist  Church  says  it  believes.  ...  If  a 
pastor  sees  fit  to  accept  a  person  into  mem¬ 
bership,  they  can. 


Reviewing  other  annual  conference 
cases,  the  council  affirmed  Bishop  Edward 
W.  Paup’s  ruling  that  upheld  a  Pacific 
Northwest  Conference  petition  “expressing 
dismay”  at  Decision  1032. 

The  council  also  agreed  with  Paup’s  rul¬ 
ing  that  another  petition  from  the  confer¬ 
ence  was  out  of  order.  That  petition  invited 
pastors  to  say  publicly  that  they  “voluntari¬ 
ly  relinquish  the  authority  granted  them  by 
Judicial  Council  Decision  1032.”  The 
Judicial  Council  agreed  with  Paup  that  the 
petition  was  contrary  to  the  Book  of 
Discipline. 

The  Judicial  Council  deferred  six  cases 
on  its  20-item  docket  —  including  one 
dealing  with  the  National  United  Methodist 
Native  American  Center  —  until  its  spring 
session,  which  will  be  held  in  April  25-28 
in  Manila,  the  Philippines.  That  will  be  a 
historic  meeting,  as  it  will  be  the  first  time 
a  United  Methodist  Judicial  Council  has 
convened  at  a  location  outside  the  United 
States. 

The  Judicial  Council  also: 

Ruled  that  the  2004  General  Conference 
was  within  its  authority  to  limit  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Cote  D’Ivoire  (Ivory 
Coast)  to  two  General  Conference  dele¬ 
gates. 

Ruled  that  the  Task  Force  on 
Connection  Funding  in  the  Iowa  Annual 
Conference  was  in  violation  of  “many  pro¬ 
visions”  of  the  Book  of  Discipline.  The 
task  force  set  up  a  “tithe  system”  for  the 
conference  budget  whereby  churches  sent 
1 0  percent  of  their  income  to  the  annual 
conference  and  could  choose  additional 
conference  ministries  to  support.  “A  system 
that  allows  local  churches  to  choose  what 
ministries  to  support  violates  the  Discipline 
and  undermines  the  spirit  of  the  connec- 
tional  system,”  the  council  stated  in 
Decision  1054.  Bishop  Gregory  V  Palmer 
of  Iowa  had  rejected  the  budget  plan  on  the 
apportionment  grounds  and  because  it  was 
not  presented  to  Iowa’s  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration.  His  decision  was 
affirmed. 

Affirmed  North  Georgia  Conference 
Bishop  G.  Lindsey  Davis’s  ruling  that  only 
ordained  clergy  in  full  connection  may  vote 
for  General  and  jurisdictional  conference 
delegates,  saying  that  Amendment  VTI  to 
Paragraph  32  of  the  Book  of  Discipline  did 
not  change  Paragraphs  35  and  602. 

Upheld  Bishop  Sally  Dyck’s  decision 
that  the  Minnesota  Conference  may  offi¬ 
cially  join  the  Minnesota  Religious 
Coalition  for  Reproductive  Choice  even  if 
some  of  the  group’s  stances  disagree  with 
the  position  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Ruled  that  it  did  not  have  jurisdiction  in 
an  item  from  Minnesota  related  to  supervi¬ 
sory  records  because  the  questions  were 
moot  and  hypothetical  and  the  record  did 
not  have  enough  facts  to  show  jurisdiction. 

Affirmed  Bishop  Ben  R.  Chamness’ 
decision  of  law  in  the  Central  Texas 
Conference  regarding  a  question  of  the 
rights  of  an  elder,  saying  that  fair  process 
procedures  apply  when  a  written  and 
signed  complaint  is  received  by  the  bishop 
and  that  the  actions  in  question  preceded 
the  filing  of  a  complaint. 
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Africa  University  is  developing  plans  for  e-learning,  officials  say 


MAPUTO,  Mozambique  (UMNS)  - 
Africa  University  is  on  an  e-leaming 
threshold  to  become  the  pan-African  insti¬ 
tution  it  was  created  to  be,  school  officials 
told  United  Methodist  bishops. 

Throughout  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops’  Nov.  1-6  meeting, 
information  technologists  from  Africa 
University  provided  a  glimpse  of  how  dis¬ 
tance  education  would  work  to  reach  and 
provide  learning  opportunities  to  areas  of 
the  continent. 

The  bishops  saw  how  the  university  will 
use  electronic  learning  methods  as  well  as 
establish  a  virtual  university  on  campus.  E- 
leaming  will  enable  the  university  to  reach 
out  to  several  African  countries  in  its  initial 
phases,  including  Mozambique,  Angola, 
the  Democratic  Republic  of  Congo  and 
Liberia. 

Dhlamini  said  electronic  learning, 
which  is  the  use  of  current  information 
technologies  in  the  delivery  of  teaching  and 
learning,  has  always  been  at  the  heart  of 
the  information  and  technology  strategy  at 
Africa  University. 

“We  face  the  usual  challenges  of  lack  of 
requisite  infrastructure,  access  to  comput¬ 


ers  and  connectivity,’’  she  added.  “This  can¬ 
not  deter  us  from  our  goal  of  setting  up  dis¬ 
tance  learning.” 

Connectivity,  however,  remains  a  major 
challenge  in  Africa,  with  governments  giv¬ 
ing  their  major  priorities  to  basic  provision 
of  health  care,  water  and  sanitation  and 
education.  Information  technologies  also 
are  facing  strict  regulatory  controls,  she 
said. 

Representatives  from  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry'  canvassed  areas  of  Maputo  and 
outlying  environs  to  find  a  location  for  a 
satellite  link  or  campus  that  would  enable 
distance  education  to  begin. 

Ken  Yamada,  a  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  staff  person,  said  Africa 
University  was  designed  to  serve  the  entire 
continent  of  Africa.  In  order  to  do  that,  “it 
was  important  to  devise  a  strategy  whereby 
the  university  would  go  to  the  people” 
through  satellite  campuses  in  different 
locales,  he  explained.“Students  can  now 
access  and  experience  an  innovative  way  of 
teaching  and  learning,  and  the  lecturers  are 
assisted  by  support  structures  and  capacity 
building  efforts,”  he  said. 


United  Methodist-related  Africa  University  in  Mutare,  Zimbabwe,  is  developing  distance 
education  programs  to  provide  learning  opportunities  across  the  continent.  At  the  Nov. 
1  -6  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  meeting  in  Maputo,  Mozambique,  information 
technologists  demonstrated  how  the  university  will  engage  in  a  new  e-learning  format 
that  will  initially  be  used  to  reach  Mozambique,  Angola,  the  Democratic  Republic  of 
Congo  and  Liberia.  A  UMNS  file  photo  by  Mike  DuBose. 


Dollars  for  scholars 
now  available 

The  United  Methodist  Higher 
Education  Foundation  will  provide  a 
SI, 000  matching  scholarship  for  churches 
that  raise  and  provide  $1,000  on  behalf  of 
student  congregational  members  enrolled 
or  planning  to  enroll  in  a  United 
Methodist-related  college,  university  or 
seminary.  These  include  matching  scholar¬ 
ships  specifically  designated  for  Hispanic 
American,  Asian  American  and  Native 
American  students  who  are  eligible  for 
HANA  funds.  A  total  of  325  scholarships 
are  available  to  eligible  applicants. 

Applicants  to  the  United  Methodist 
Dollars  for  Scholars  program  must  be  a 
U.S.  citizen  or  permanent  resident  enrolled 
or  enrolling  as  a  full-time  student  in  the 
fall  at  a  UM-related  college,  university,  or 
seminary  and  be  an  active  member  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  for  at  least  one 
year.  Doctoral  candidates  are  not  eligible. 
Only  one  application  per  church  will  be 
accepted.  Only  one  application  per  student 
will  be  accepted.  Incomplete  applications 
will  not  be  eligible. 

A  check  for  S 1 ,000  payable  to  UMHEF 
from  the  sponsoring  church  must  be 
mailed  along  with  the  fully  completed 
application  form  on  March  15  or  16  (or 
June  1  for  students  planning  to  enroll  in  a 
two-year  college  only).  Faxes  will  not  be 
accepted. 

To  obtain  application  forms,  visit 
http:/Avww.umhef.org/pdf_library/2007U 
Mdollars.pdf  or  contact  the  Foundation 
Scholarship  Office  at  (800)  8 1 1  -8 1 1 0  or 
umhefscholarships@gbhem.org 

Editor’s  Note:  A  special  scholarship 
insert  will  be  published  in  the  Jan.  12, 

2007  edition  of  the  Louisiana  Now!,  offer¬ 
ing  more  financial  opportunities  for  col¬ 
lege  bound  students. 


Tax-Smart  Giving  to  Your  Church 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

-  of  Louisiana - 


8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70809 
(225)  346-1 535  (800)  256-931 7 

www.umf.org 


Always  consult  your  financial  advisor  before  making  this  or  any  other  significant  financial  decision. 


Use  the  new  IRA  law . . . 

If  any  of  these  situations  apply: 

s  You  do  not  itemize  but  still  give  to  the  church 

s  You  are  required  to  take  unneeded  IRA  withdrawals 

s  You  wish  to  make  a  special  gift  but  your  major 
assets  are  in  your  IRA 

s  You  usually  give  even  more  than  50%  of  your 
adjusted  gross  income 


In  2006  and  2007,  individuals  aged  70  may  use 
a  traditional  or  Roth  IRA  to  make  a  charitable  gift 
in  any  amount  up  to  $100,000  per  year,  without 
paying  tax  on  or  taking  a  deduction  for  the  gift. 
This  direct*  gift  qualifies  toward  the  minimum 
required  distribution  requirements. 

IRAs  are  often  one  of  the  largest  assets  people 
own.  They  are  subject  to  income  tax  when 
withdrawals  are  made  and  may  be  subject  to 
estate  tax  if  left  to  family. 


*  This  excludes  Donor  Advised  Funds,  Supporting  Organizations  and  deferred  gifts. 
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Editor  s  note:  We  hope  you  enjoy 
this  special  edition  of  Louisiana  Now! 
devoted  to  telling  stories  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Volunteers  in 
Mission  -  volunteers  in  action,  who 
demonstrate  their  faith  by  helping  oth¬ 
ers,  here  at  home  and  around  the  worid. 


On  the  Journey  /2 


Bahamas  /  2 


Mexico  /  5 


South  Africa  VIM  /  8 
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Volunteers  in  Mission  2007 


Louisiana  team  serves  Boca  de  Carmarioca,  Cuba 


By  Rev.  Mark  Martin 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport 
The  Church  is  alive  and  well  in 
Cuba!  Many  Christians  are  unaware 
that  people  of  mainline  denominations 
are  now  allowed  to  worship  in  their 
sanctuaries  in  Cuba.  The  Methodist 
Church,  especially,  is  flourishing  with 
131  churches,  17,300  members  and 
close  to  30,000  connected  to  the  local 
churches  and  their  ministries. 

Only  one  United  Methodist  Volunteer 


in  Mission  team  from  throughout  the 
United  States  is  permitted  to  work  in 
Cuba  each  month.  Our  chance  came 
Nov.  9- 1 9  when  a  Louisiana  Volunteers 
in  Mission  team  of  1 2  members  of  the 
team  representing  seven  United 
Methodist  churches  traveled  to  Cuba. 
Volunteers  included  Jere  Johnston,  St. 
John’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge;  Curt  Bailey, 
St.  Francisville  UMC;  Maritza  Bannon, 
First  UMC,  Slidell;  Charlie  Phipps, 
Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette;  Rev.  Tom 


Howe  and  Libba  Thompson,  First  UMC, 
Shreveport;  Bill  and  Tilly  O’Kelley, 

First  UMC,  Arcadia;  and  Larry  Hiller, 
Meghan  Hochstetler,  Rowena  Jones  and 
Rev.  Mark  Martin,  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Shreveport. 

After  arriving,  our  team  traveled 
along  the  northern  coastline  from 
Havana  to  Boca  de  Carmarioca,  a  small 
fishing  village  located  between  the  city 
of  Matanzas  and  the  tourist  beach  area 

See  Cuba  , page  6 


A  12-member  Louisiana 
Volunteers  in  Mission 
team  served  a  community 
in  Cuba  from  Nov.  9-1 9. 
Pieces  from  an  old  church 
floor  were  arranged  by 
stained  glass  artist  Tilly 
O'Kelley  into  the  shape  of 
a  Methodist  cross  mosaic 
that  will  be  placed  in  the 
entrance  of  the  town's  new 
church,  Iglesia  Metodista 
de  Boca  de  Camarioca. 
Team  member  Libba 
Thompson  interacts  with 
Cuban  children  before  a 
church  service  in  Pastor 
Rigusck's  living  room. 
Cuban  children,  right,  are 
fascinated  as  their  picture 
is  taken  by  volunteer 
Charlie  Phipps'  digital 
camera. 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Out  of  the  Fog 


People  were  much  more  communica¬ 
tive  this  morning  as  we  walked.  I'm  not 
totally  sure  as  to  the  cause  of  the  pro¬ 
nounced  friendliness,  but  I  believe  it  had 
something  to  do  with  the  fog!  This  natu¬ 
ral  phenomenon  of  having  a  cloud  on  the 
ground,  surrounding  you  with  minute 
particles  of  water  had  stolen  into  Baton 
Rouge  on  the  evening  before.  It  was  so 
dense  it  had  grounded  planes,  confound¬ 
ed  automobiles,  and  made  train  crossings 
more  dangerous.  When  we  left  the  house 
for  our  hour-long  workout,  it  was  still 
heavy  and  mysterious  looking. 

People  just  seemed  to  pop  out  of  the 
vaporous  surroundings,  and  when  they 
did,  they  were  talkative.  None  of  the 
usual  slightly  raised  hand  signals  that 
indicate,  "I  see  you."  No,  this  morning 
there  were  comments  and  even  a  couple 
of  times  persons  actually  wanted  to  stop 
and  talk!  It  was  fun. 

The  foggy  conditions  reminded  me  of 
the  past  several  months  in  Louisiana  and 
our  own  set  of  foggy  surroundings  as  we 
have  tried  to  rev  up  the  engines  that  will 
begin  our  rebuilding  and  recovery.  There 
hasn't  seemed  to  be  any  clear  direction 
for  us  to  go  and  consequently  we  are  still 
stumbling  around  trying  to  find  "the  road 
home."  The  state  and  federal  programs 
that  are  charged  with  rebuilding  efforts 
have  stalled.  The  politics  of  foggy 
understandings  and  foggy  intentions  have 
taken  over.  Everyone  seems  to  have  an 
idea  as  to  what  should  be  done,  but  few 
are  able  to  convey  that  idea  to  another  in 
an  adequate  way  to  gather  a  critical  mass 
of  "like-thinkers"  so  that  something  can 
be  moved  forward.  As  a  result  we  have 
the  debacle  of  a  called  session  of  the 
state  legislature  that  cannot  agree  on 
much  of  anything  and  that  ends  with 
more  name-calling  and  finger  pointing 
while  those  in  need  continue  to  struggle. 
We  are  indeed  in  a  fog. 

But  the  fog  I  experienced  this  morn¬ 
ing  caused  people  to  come  forth  with 
conversation!  It  didn't  cause  them  to 
withdraw  into  themselves  and  into  their 
own  cubicles  of  "I'll  take  care  of  myself, 
and  the  rest  of  you  can  do  the  best  you 
can."  My  morning  experience  seemed  to 
live  out  the  biblical  injunction  to  come 
and  reason  together  so  that  we  can  be  the 
people  God  has  called  us  to  be  and  so 
that  we  can  move  forward  in  accord  with 
God's  will  for  our  lives.  We  must  keep 
talking  to  each  other! 

These  past  several  months  have  seen 
the  church  step  forward  in  marvelous 
ways  to  meet  the  needs  of  a  suffering 
populace.  We've  gutted  houses  and  insti¬ 
tutional  buildings.  We've  housed  teams 
of  thousands  who  have  come  to  help  us 
put  out  lives  together.  We've  put  case 
management  in  place  all  over  our  state. 
We've  provided  places  of  worship  and 
encouragement  in  the  midst  of  destruc¬ 
tion.  We've  helped  individuals  rebuild 
their  homes,  both  emotionally  and  physi- 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


cally.  In  the  middle 
of  the  fog,  we  have 
stepped  out  of  the 
mist  and  declared, 
"Here  is  the  physical 
representation  of 
Christ's  body,  alive 
for  you  and  willing 
to  sacrifice  for  you. 
Come  unto  us  all 
you  who  labor  and 
are  heavy  laden  and 
we'll  introduce  you  to  the  One  who  will 
give  you  rest."  We've  communicated  the 
Good  News  in  the  fog! 

Volunteers  in  Mission  teams  from  all 
over  the  world  and  all  over  the  USA 
have  come  to  help.  Teams  from  through¬ 
out  our  state  have  converged  on  the  Big 
Easy,  the  North  Shore,  and  on  Southwest 
Louisiana.  We  need  to  give  great  thanks 
to  VIM  for  their  role  in  the  recovery. 

And  we  need  to  determine  how  we  can 
fit  into  missions  all  over  the  world,  and 
here  in  our  state  so  that  we  can  be  those 
bearers  of  good  tidings  to  other  needful 
people.  Throughout  this  issue  of 
"Louisiana  Now!"  you  will  find  testi¬ 
monies  and  opportunities  for  you  to  be 
involved  in  this  vital  work  of  Christ's 
body. 

I  know  we,  the  church,  haven't  done 
everything  perfectly  in  our  response  to 
these  storms.  But  we  have  certainly  been 
on  the  front  line,  giving  it  our  very  best 
effort  to  truly  be  the  body  of  Christ, 
redeemed  by  his  blood.  It  is  my  contin¬ 
ued  prayer  that  as  the  fog  continues  to 
enshroud  us,  and  at  times  may  even  seem 
to  be  consuming  us,  that  we  step  out  of 
the  murkiness  and  offer  a  good  word  and 
work  of  hope  and  encouragement.  Let 
us  be  the  body  that  keeps  the  other  mem¬ 
bers  talking  in  the  fog  so  that  we  don't 
run  into  each  other  in  a  disastrous  crash 
that  could  lead  to  total  collapse. 

The  message  of  Christmas  seems  to 
be  quite  pertinent  here.  Wasn't  it  a  foggy 
world  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  entered 
on  that  night  so  long  ago?  And  wasn't  it 
a  foggy  world  to  which  he  spoke  and  in 
which  he  taught?  And  wasn't  it  a  foggy 
set  of  values  that  he  challenged  and  a 
foggy  understanding  of  religion  that  he 
set  aright?  And  didn’t  he  call  us  to  enter 
into  the  fog  of  our  own  lives  and  let  his 
light  so  shine  that  it  bums  the  fog  away 
and  opens  up  the  day  to  us?  Into  the 
darkness  (fog)  has  the  light  shined  and 
the  darkness  (fog)  has  not  overcome  it! 
Let’s  keep  the  world  talking  and  speaking 
until  all  is  bathed  in  the  hue  light. 

A  blessed  Christmas  to  all, 

Bill  Hutchinson 


fell  ikhA****^ 


Order  of  Elders  goes  to  Bahamas 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Order  of 
Elders  has  scheduled  an  opportunity  for 
mission  in  the  Bahamas,  Aug.  5-11,  2007. 
Registrations  for  up  to  15  volunteers  will 
be  taken  following  the  “Tending  Our  Lives 
Together”  reheat  scheduled  for  Feb.  26-28. 
The  mission  will  be  led  by  Rev.  Jerry 
Hilbun,  chair  of  the  Order  of  Elders  and 
Rev.  Larry  Norman,  director  of  LAVIM. 

Bahamas  Methodist  Habitat  is  a  disaster 
relief  and  emergency  home  repair  outreach 
ministry  of  the  Bahamas  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Church  whose  goal  is  to  house 
the  homeless  and  improve  the  living  condi¬ 
tions  and  lifestyle  for  families  in  need. 
LAVIM  has  long  worked  with  BMH, 
scheduling  various  teams  in  its  eight  year 
history.  The  Order’s  team  will  work  on  the 
island  of  Eleuthera,  James  Cistern 
Community.  Team  housing  will  be  in 
BMH  facilities  at  Camp  Symonette.  Work 
will  consist  of  construction  of  new  homes 
or  repairing  of  homes  destroyed  or  dam¬ 
aged  in  the  many  hurricanes  of  the  last  two 


years.  Volunteers  are  needed  with  experi¬ 
ence  in  home  repair  and  carpentry,  electri¬ 
cal  and  plumbing,  as  well  as  non-skilled 
workers.  All  are  welcome  in  this  opportu¬ 
nity  to  work  together  as  Elders  and  to 
make  a  Christian  Difference  in  the  lives  of 
the  Bahamian  people. 

“This  is  a  super  opportunity  to  put  our 
faith  into  action.  Lhope  that  many  will  join 
us  for  this  hands-on  experience.  These 
types  of  missions  always  serve  as  a  source 
of  faith  renewal  that  will  enhance  every 
aspect  of  a  pastor’s  ministry,”  said  Jerry 
Hilbun,  team  leader  and  pastor  of  First 
UMC  in  Slidell. 

The  approximate  cost  of  the  mission  is 
$2,000-$2,200  per  person  depending  upon 
final  flight  costs.  A  brochure  with  informa¬ 
tion  and  registration  for  the  mission  will  be 
available  at  Tending  Our  Lives  Together. 
Advance  information  can  be  had  by  calling 
Larry  Norman,  director  LAVIM  at  (225) 
346-1646. 
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From  the  LaVIM  Director 

“There  is  a  destiny  that  makes  us  brothers  (and  sisters). 

No  one  goes  his  way  alone. 

What  we  send  into  die  lives  of  others  comes  back  into  our  own.” 

I’ll  not  sure  who  originally  penned  those  words.  It  was  given  to  me  at  about 
the  age  of  twelve  by  one  of  the  adult  helpers  of  the  youth  ministry  in  which  I 
grew  up  at  Vivian  UMC.  I  remembered  it  again  Sunday  night,  December  3. 

I  was  on  my  way  to  greet  a  newly  arrived  team  of  volunteers  from  South 
Africa  who  have  come  to  help  us  rebuild  New  Orleans.  On  my  way  I  stopped  at 
Rayne  Memorial  to  attend  a  meeting  of  those  interested  in  starting  a  new  free 
clinic  for  those  hurricane  disadvantaged  who  have  retuned  to  the  city  and  the  poor 
who  have  always  been  part  of  the  city’s  fascinating  make  up.  The  meeting  was 
exciting  and  constructive.  All  who  gathered  from  GBGM  representatives  to  local 
medical  volunteers  are  committed  to  making  this  happen  and  within  the  next  few 
months  it  will. 

My  thoughts  were  stirred  when  I  asked  Patricia  Carlson,  Executive  Director  of 
the  Clinic  with  a  Heart,  St.  Mark’s  UMC,  Lincoln,  NE,  there  to  guide  us,  how  her 
church  got  started  in  offering  a  free  clinic  to  their  community.  “Well,”  she  said, 

“it  all  started  with  a  mission  to  Mexico!”  She  went  on  to  say  that  her  church 
joined  another  Conference  in  offering  medical  help  along  the  Mexico/US  border 
in  2002  and  then  began  to  send  teams  four  times  a  year.  From  that  they  expanded 
to  international  and  national  missions.  When  one  of  the  teams  had  to  be  can¬ 
celled,  they  took  their  resources  and  passion  and  offered  medical  help  to  those  in 
their  community  without  benefit  of  the  funds  to  seek  that  help  at  local  hospitals 
and  clinics.  “So  you  see,  we  learned  how  to  do  mission  in  our  own  community 
by  going  somewhere  else  with  someone  else,  and  we  want  now  to  share  our  ideas 
and  organization  with  you  here  in  New  Orleans  in  your  time  of  need.” 

I  remember  Rev.  Sue  Nilson,  then  pastor  of  St.  Mark’s,  asking  me  at  a  SCJ 
Single’s  event  in  2001  to  consider  taking  Nurse  Nora  Barrett  on  one  of  our 
LAVIM  MiniMedical/Construction  missions  with  the  hope  that  Nora  and  others 
would  take  up  the  cause  and  help  to  begin  sending  medical  missions  to  Mexico.  I 
remember  Nora  and  the  six  medical  persons  from  St.  Mark’s  who  helped  to  staff 
that  team  and  their  immediate  and  growing  excitement  as  over  the  next  few 
months  we  began  to  assist  them  in  a  plan  to  go  back  to  the  San  Pablo  District  and 
begin  their  own  ministry  to  those  in  need  there. 

In  2002,  LAVIM  said  ‘Come,  go  with  me.’  to  new  friends  in  Nebraska,  sent 
“into  the  lives  of  others”  the  call  and  passion  for  Christ  in  mission.  As  this  con¬ 
gregation  has  learned  and  grown  its  own  ministry,  it  now  “comes  back  into  our 
own”  as  it  teaches  and  enables  the  ministry  of  medicine  through  mission  volun¬ 
teers  in  New  Orleans. 

Our  visiting  South  African  team  is  much  the  same.  LAVIM  has  sent  over  eight 
teams  there  over  the  past  eight  years.  They  come  now  to  us  in  our  time  of  need. 

Surely  God  has  blessed  this  ministry  called  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission. 
You  are  invited  to  let  it  bless  you.  May  we  help  you  to  send  something  good  into 
the  lives  of  others?  May  your  own  lives  be  blessed  by  your  faith  and  labors. 


Larry  D.  Norman,  Director 


Plain  Dealing  resident  Henry  Williams  and  LAVIM  Director  Larry  Norman  look 
over  the  exterior  painting  needs  of  the  Williams  home.  William's  wife,  Marven,  is 
blind  and  needs  assistance  when  walking.  The  couple  is  as  active  as  possible  in 
their  local  church  but  need  financial  and  mission  "hands  on"  help  in  repairing 
and  maintaining  their  home.  Mission  needs  in  Plain  Dealing  vary  from  painting 
to  installment  of  indoor  plumbing  in  some  homes.  See  story,  right. 


LAVIM  returning  to  Venezuela 


Dr.  James  Belue  and  Zabdiel  Arenas,  Director  of  El  Renuvo  Ministries,  discuss  the 
future  treatment  of  a  patient  in  a  remote  village  on  the  Lower  Curas  River  in 
Venezuela.  Looking  on  is  Allen  Tuten,  volunteer  team  pharmacist.  Both  Tuten  and 
Belue  are  members  of  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston.  The  1 1  member  medical  team  traveled 
the  Curas  River  treating  residents  of  the  indigenous  villages  along  its  banks. 


Should  you  decide  to  accept  this  mis¬ 
sion — goes  the  Mission  Impossible  catch 
phrase — it  will  be  the  “opportunity  of  a 
lifetime,”  according  to  Larry  Norman, 
director  of  Louisiana  Volunteers  in 
Mission.  LAVIM  will  be  returning  to  El 
Renuevo  Ministries  in  Maripa,  Venezuela 
July  13-23,  2007. 

El  Renuvo  Ministries  sends  mobile 
medical  clinics  along  the  Upper  and  Lower 
Curas  River — a  tributary  of  the  Amazon — 
through  the  use  of  medical  boats. 

Volunteer  teams  travel  to  the  indigenous 
villages  along  the  river  and  bring  essential 
medical  care  as  well  as  immunizations  and 
vaccinations  to  both  adults  and  children  in 
these  remote  areas.  Additionally,  El 
Renuvo  has  been  constructing  Methodist 
churches  for  the  growing  congregations  in 
the  Maripa  area.  Maripa  is  a  major  trading 
center  for  the  villages  of  the  Curas  river 
valley,  a  critical  port  for  the  maze  of  river 
passageways  which  serve  as  the  major 
source  of  transportation  and  commerce  for 
this  primitive  society. 

The  focus  of  the  mission  will  be  both 
construction  and  medical  as  volunteers 


“share  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  in  ways  that 
make  a  Christian  difference.”  Zabdiel 
Arenas,  director  of  El  Renuevo  Ministries, 
has  requested  a  split  team  but  all  volunteers 
will  be  active  with  both  construction  and 
medical  clinics  in  the  various  villages 
depending  upon  what  the  day’s  schedule 
requires.  Construction  will  be  done  prima¬ 
rily  on  the  Maripa  Methodist  Church  and 
medical  clinics  will  be  set  up  in  three  Jibi 
Indian  villages  and  two  colonial  townships. 
Larry  Norman,  director  of  LAVIM  and  El 
Renuevo  Board  of  Directors  member,  will 
lead  the  team. 

The  mission  will  also  include  a  cultural 
excursion  to  Angel  Falls,  the  highest  water¬ 
fall  in  the  world. 

Medical  professionals,  physicians,  nurs¬ 
es,  dentists,  technicians,  etc.  are  needed. 
Those  familiar  with  block  construction, 
electricians,  plumbers,  etc.  are  also  needed, 
along  with  non-professional  volunteers 
who  are  ready  to  try  new  skills.  Interested 
volunteers  should  contact  the  LAVIM 
offices,  (225)  346-1646  for  more  informa¬ 
tion. 


The  need  is 'plain' in  Plain  Dealing 


LAVIM  is  actively  recruiting  teams  for 
the  Plain  Dealing  area  in  an  effort  to  pro¬ 
vide  safer  and  more  dependable  housing 
for  residents  in  the  community.  Plain 
Dealing,  located  approximately  30  miles 
north  of  Bossier  City,  includes  about  500 
households  living  in  poverty.  One  half  of 
these  families  are  victims  of  severe  poverty 
and  live  on  less  than  $1,000  per  month. 

The  congregation  of  Plain  Dealing 
UMC,  along  with  pastor  Doug  Milliron,  is 
taking  a  leadership  role  in  helping  these 
families  and  is  partnering  with  LAVIM  to 
bring  teams  to  the  area.  Teams  can  be 
scheduled  through  the  LAVIM  offices  for 
one  to  five  days  of  mission  work. 
Opportunities  exist  for  interior  and  exterior 
painting,  construction  of  ramps  and  porch¬ 


es,  installation  of  insulation,  roofing,  repair 
and  maintenance,  electrical  and  plumbing 
needs. 

Both  youth  and  adult  teams  are  wel¬ 
come.  Overnight  housing  is  provided  in 
two  local  United  Methodist  Churches  for  a 
small  donation  (utilities)  per  person  and 
teams  can  prepare  meals  in  the  church 
kitchen.  Some  meals  are  provided  by  the 
congregation  when  possible.  All  material 
costs  must  be  borne  by  the  volunteer  team 
as  construction  funds  cannot  be  provided 
by  these  poverty  level  families  and  are  not 
available  from  community  sources. 

Please  contact  Larry  Norman,  Director 
of  LAVIM,  (225)  346-1646,  for  informa¬ 
tion  and  team  scheduling. 
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LAVIM  team  travels 

A  10-member  Louisiana  Volunteers  in 
Mission  team  flew  to  the  Republic  of 
Marshall  Islands  in  July  to  build  relation¬ 
ships,  work  on  construction  projects  and 
help  in  the  local  schools.  The  Marshall 
Islands  are  a  collection  of  hundreds  of 
small  islands  located  midway  between 
Hawaii  and  Australia.  During  the  mission, 
the  LAVIM  team  was  based  on  the  capital 
island  of  Majuro,  a  “C”-shaped  atoll  30 
miles  long  and  rarely  over  a  quarter  mile 
wide.  One  road  goes  down  the  middle  of 
the  island,  and  travelers  can  always  see 
water  on  both  sides  of  the  road. 

Maribel  Childress,  daughter  of  team 
leader  Allen  Tuten,  told  her  dad  of  mission 
opportunities  in  the  Marshall  Islands. 
Childress  is  the  principal  of  an  elementary 
school  in  Springdale.  Ark.  where  one 
fourth  of  her  students  are  Marshallese. 
“Maribel  visited  the  Marshall  Islands  a 
year  ago  and  saw  the  needs,”  said  Tuten, 
who  began  to  work  with  his  daughter  in 
planning  the  July  mission. 

LAVIM  team  members  for  the  Marshall 
Islands  mission  were:  Tuten,  Childress, 
Maribell  Tuten,  Neill  Kirkland,  Barbara 
Kirkland,  Susan  Stewart,  Doyle  Coffelt, 
James  Gouedy,  Betsy  Gouedy  and  Mike 
Rabb. 

The  team  re-roofed  a  300-foot-long 
school  building,  removing  the  old  metal 
roof  and  installing  a  new  one.  “It  was  a  lit¬ 
tle  challenging  working  with  almost  hourly 
changes  in  the  weather.  The  clear  skies 
would  quickly  give  way  to  rain  showers 
and  then  back  to  bright  sunshine.  On  the 
positive  side,  the  ocean  view  from  the  roof 
was  great.  In  fact,  we  always  had  an  ocean 
view,”  laughed  Tuten. 

Finishing  the  roofing  project  ahead  of 
schedule,  the  men  on  the  team  began  to  run 
a  200-foot-long  pipeline  that  now  provides 
running  water  to  the  school’s  Science 
building.  The  science  labs  had  sinks  but 
no  water  source.  Taking  turns  with  a 
small  pick,  volunteers  dug  a  ditch  from  an 
existing  cistern  to  the  building,  then  laid 
pipe.  “Once  the  building  was  reached, 
plumbing  fixtures  were  connected  and 
water  was  available  for  the  first  time,”  said 
Tuten.  “Water  for  most  of  Majuro  is  pro¬ 
vided  by  rain  water  collected  from  roof 
gutters  into  cisterns.” 

Each  of  the  five  women  on  the  team 
had  teaching  backgrounds,  and  worked 


m 
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to  Marshall  Islands 

with  the  students  during  an  ongoing  sum¬ 
mer  session  of  school.  Both  Marshallese 
and  English  are  taught,  but  for  most, 

English  is  a  second  language  in  which 
most  residents  are  not  proficient. 
Unfortunately,  the  text  books  are  in 
English,  so  the  volunteers  helped  the  stu¬ 
dents  with  their  language  skills.  “Teaching 
resources  are  very  limited,  so  the  team 
packed  several  suitcases  with  teaching 
materials  and  gave  them  to  the  school. 
Boxes  of  books  were  shipped  separately, 
including  six  dozen  elementary  dictionaries 
donated  by  the  Ruston  Rotary  Club.” 

During  the  last  few  days  of  the  mission, 
the  LAVIM  team  was  repeatedly  honored 
with  banquets  and  gatherings  by  students, 
teachers,  parents  and  government  officials. 
One  of  these  events  was  hosted  by  one  of 
ten  Marshall  Island  kings,  who  is  also  the 
speaker  of  their  Parliament.  “It  is  the  cus¬ 
tom  at  such  events  to  be  given  gifts  of 
appreciation.  Every  team  member  returned 
home  with  multiple  shell  necklaces  and 
other  hand  crafted  gifts,”  said  Tuten,  who 
shared  that  the  LAVIM  team  reciprocated 
with  gifts  they  brought  to  the  islands. 

“The  Marshallese  people  are  so  appre¬ 
ciative  and  friendly  that  it  was  easy  to 
build  relationships  with  the  locals. 

Everyone  wanted  to  have  give  us  parties 
and  gifts;  their  culture  is  very  relationship- 
oriented,”  said  Tuten. 

Despite  their  humble  way  of  life,  the 
people  of  the  Marshall  Islands  are  very 
happy,  said  Tuten.  “Their  standards  are  dif¬ 
ferent.  They  don’t  have  the  material 
wealth  we  have  in  the  United  States,  but 
they  are  not  depressed  by  the  lack  of 
things.  In  fact,  they  would  be  offended  if 
you  considered  them  to  be  poor.  They  have 
roofs  over  their  heads,  and  they  gather  a  lot 
of  the  food  from  the  land  and  the  sea.  To 
them,  they  have  everything  they  need.” 

While  in  the  islands,  the  LAVIM  team 
tasted  some  of  the  local  foods  like  squid, 
octopus,  bread  fruit,  mandamus,  coconut 
and  an  assortment  of  fish.  Childress  was 
able  to  bring  some  of  the  native  foods  back 
to  her  students  in  Arkansas. 

The  team  also  enjoyed  picnics  and  snor- 
keling  around  the  coral  islands,  known  for 
their  underwater  scenery.  “Seeing  the  coral 
and  the  colorful  fish  were  like  being  in  a 
National  Geographic  documentary,”  said 
Tuten. 


A  1 0-member  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  team,  above  left,  served  in  the  Republic 
of  Marshall  Islands  in  July, working  on  construction  projects  and  helping  in  local 
schools.  Team  leader  Allen  Tuten  got  the  idea  about  the  mission  from  his  daughter 
Maribel  Childress,  who  teaches  Marshallese  children  now  living  in  her  hometown  of 
Springdale,  Ark.  Doyle  Coffelt,  top,  digs  a  trench  for  a  waterline  as  one  of  the  teams 
many  construction  projects.  Maribel  Childress,  above,  tutors  Marshallese  children  in  a 
school  on  the  island  of  Majuro. 

Medical  mission  slated  for  New  Orleans 


A  new  opportunity  for  medical  volun¬ 
teers  in  the  New  Orleans  Mission  Zone 
will  soon  become  a  reality.  Rayne 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church, 
deeply  involved  in  serving  the  needs  of  the 
cities  poor  for  decades,  has  continued  its 
ministry  to  the  homeless  and  less  fortunate 
following  Hurricane  Katrina.  Rayne  has 
identified  affordable  and  readily  available 
medical  and  mental  health  care  as  among 
the  most  pressing  needs  of  the  community. 
Inspired  by  Dr.  Rob  Rhodes — a  member  of 
St.  Mark’s  UMC  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska  and 
founder  and  CEO  of  the  church  sponsored 
Clinic  With  a  Heart —  Rayne  UMC  has 
taken  the  first  steps  in  establishing  a  sister 
clinic  in  the  heart  of  New  Orleans. 

This  urban  population  is  grappling  with 
severe  financial  burdens,  constant  emotion¬ 
al  stress,  and  a  reduced  public  transporta¬ 
tion  system.  The  medical  facilities  that  are 
open  are  severely  overloaded  and  unable  to 
sustain  both  the  number  of  patients  who 


need  care  and  the  burden  of  providing  free 
services.  Through  the  support  of  Clinic 
with  a  Heart,  the  Mission  Zone,  the  United 
Methodist  Churches  of  the  New  Orleans 
District,  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  Louisiana  Volunteers  in 
Mission,  Rayne  UMC  is  working  to  open  a 
free  clinic,  staffed  by  medical  and  lay  vol¬ 
unteers  and  supported  by  donations  from 
individuals,  corporations  and  pharmaceuti¬ 
cal  suppliers.  Present  strategy  provides  for 
the  location  of  an  on-going  clinic  in  a  low- 
income  area  severely  affected  by  the  flood, 
and  located  on  major  transportation  arteries 
and  bus  routes.  Mobile  clinics  set  up  in 
United  Methodist  churches  throughout  the 
city  may  also  be  established. 

Target  date  for  the  opening  of  the  clinic 
and  the  need  for  volunteers  is  March  of 
2007.  Medical  volunteers  interested  in 
serving  in  New  Orleans  should  watch  the 
Louisiana  Now!  for  developing  informa¬ 
tion  or  call  the  LAVIM  office  for  updates. 
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Volunteers  In  Mission  in  Mexico.  We're 


Here  in  Mexico,  we  are  still  thinking 
about  all  the  efforts  that  some  of  you  have 
to  do  in  order  to  recover  from  the  disaster 
caused  by  Hurricane  Katrina.  The 
Methodist  Church  of  Mexico  is  aware  of 
the  efforts  of  mission  teams  that  are  still 
coming  to  us  and  our  appreciation  has 
grown.  Last  January,  six  Mexicans  went  to 
New  Orleans  with  a  team  from  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  McAllen,  Texas  to 
help  with  disaster  recovery.  As  this  article 
is  being  written,  we  are  putting  together 
two  more  teams  to  go  and  assist  with  the 
recovery  efforts,  one  in  January  and  anoth¬ 
er  one  in  June  2007  in  connection  with 
your  own  Annual  Conference  meeting. 

At  the  2006  Annual  Conference  of  the 
Eastern  Conference  in  Mexico,  after  six 
years  of  the  Volunteers  in  Mission  Program 
in  Mexico,  we  have  officially  put  into  place 
a  structure  to  receive  the  teams  that  visit 
our  larger  Conference,  which  covers  five 
states  of  North  Eastern  Mexico.  We  now 
can  receive  and  work  with  youth  teams, 
college  teams,  and  young  adults.  I  think 
we  can  understand  the  abilities  that  each  of 
the  teams  brings  with  them  and  the  differ¬ 
ent  ways  we  need  to  minister  to  them  as 
hosts.  A  new  set  of  goals  will  be  in  place 
for  upcoming  years  to  make  our  Mexican 
ViM  Program  grow  and  to  strengthen  our 
relationship  with  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

1  think  we  have  the  platform  ready  to 
start  making  some  good  changes  in  the  way 
we  have  been  doing  our  missions.  We  are 
preparing  to  perform  small  surgeries  at  our 


Methodist  Clinic,  Clinica  Betania  in 
Reynosa,  with  the  help  of  your  doctors  and 
our  Mexican  doctors.  We  also  are  planning 
to  visit  Louisiana  to  work  with  you  doing 
small  construction  projects  and  evangelism 
activities  for  the  Hispanic  communities  that 
are  growing  in  your  area.  If  a  local  congre¬ 
gation  would  like  to  host  us,  please  let  the 
LAVIM  office  know  so  we  can  follow  the 
appropriate  channels  of  communication. 

The  new  sanctuary  at  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Valle  Hermoso,  supported  by 
LAVIM  teams  and  a  grant  from  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana,  is 
close  to  being  completed.  We  hope  to  have 
it  finished  before  next  summer. 

There  is  a  new  opportunity  in  our  rela¬ 
tionship;  we  want  to  invite  some  of  the 
LAVIM  teams  to  partner  with  us. . .  Yes!  ... 
With  us!  We  would  like  our  Mexican 
teams  to  partner  with  the  LAVIM  Teams  to 
go  to  work  in  the  Tampico  area  Methodist 
Churches.  This  is  about  eight  hours  south 
of  the  border.  We  are  looking  into  the 
option  of  flying  instead  of  driving.  There 
are  five  churches  in  that  area  needing  our 
support.  They  have  not  received  a  mission 
team  in  years.  One  of  the  churches  in 
Tampico  needs  a  new  parsonage.  They  just 
had  to  demolish  the  old  one  and  the  pastor 
is  living  in  what  used  to  be  a  Sunday 
School  classroom.  Already  LAVIM  has 
scheduled  two  teams  to  Tampico.  There  is 
room  for  plenty  more! 

Some  other  new  projects  that  we  have 
identified  are  a  few  hours  from  Pueblo  de 


Dios  in  Reynosa,  our  base  camp.  Please  let 
the  LAVIM  office  know  when  you  feel 
ready  to  go  further  south  (one,  two,  or  five 
hours)  and  we  will  work  together  to  secure 
the  proper  arrangements. 

On  June  28,  we  had  the  first  graduation 
ceremony  at  the  Methodist  Kindergarten 
located  at  El  Sendero  Church  in  Reynosa 
for  children  five  years  old  going  to  elemen¬ 
tary  school.  We  had  22  children  graduating 
from  a  year  of  beginnings  and  improve¬ 
ments.  Veronica,  my  wife,  is  the  principal 
of  this  school  and  she  appreciates  the 
efforts  of  the  teams  who  visit.  After  a  VIM 
teams  has  worked  there  children  are  able  to 
enjoy  something  new,  such  as  a  new  play¬ 
ground,  new  desks,  new  sidewalks  and,  a 
month  before  the  end  of  the  school  year, 
new  restrooms!  Praise  God!  I  keep  telling 
her  after  each  teams  leaves,  “Don’t  worry, 
the  next  team  will  fix  what  comes  up  next.” 
We  still  need  to  improve  the  grounds  of  the 
Kindergarten  and  I  think  we  can  help  them 
with  a  few  more  teams. 

They  also  want  to  start  a  scholarship 
program  for  children  whose  parents  cannot 
afford  the  investment  of  sending  their  chil¬ 
dren  to  this  school.  For  the  coming  school 
year,  the  school  will  be  charging  the  equiv¬ 
alent  of  $20  per  child  per  month.  If  you 
would  like  to  be  part  of  this  scholarship 
program,  please  contact  the  LAVIM  office 
and  they  will  provide  you  with  more  infor¬ 
mation.  Oh,  by  the  way,  my  son  Alex  also 
graduated  from  Kindergarten,  finally! 
(That’s  what  his  teacher  said!)  Now  Marla, 


GROWING!!! 

my  daughter,  is  in  fifth  grade  and  Alex  in 
first  grade  in  elementary  school. 

Another  new  blessing!  We  have  a 
Mexican  dentist  to  work  with  every  VIM 
medical  team  in  our  area.  Thanks  to 
LAVIM  we  have  the  funds  to  add  this 
important  part  of  health  care  to  our  min¬ 
istry  with  the  medical  teams.  Most  people 
in  Mexico  do  not  go  to  the  dentist  unless 
they  are  in  much  pain  because  of  the 
expense.  We  just  hired  Dr.  Rafael 
Sifuentes,  a  good  Christian,  that  graduated 
from  dental  school  about  two  years  ago. 

He  will  be  working  with  the  U.S.  dentists, 
or  by  himself,  providing  dental  care  to  the 
patients  and  referring  those  that  need  fur¬ 
ther  attention  to  Clinica  Betania,  our 
Methodist  Clinic  in  downtown  Reynosa. 

We  also  will  be  able  to  purchase  a  new 
portable  dentistry  kit  that  will  allow  him  to 
do  his  job  at  the  remote  clinics.  With  this, 
we  also  hope  to  have  more  U.S.  dentists 
joining  the  medical  teams. 

I  think  VIM  is  growing  and  me  too. .  .no 
not  my  size. .  .well  a  little  bit!  I  have  been 
asked  to  be  the  National  VIM  Mexico 
Coordinator,  so  my  territory  is  growing. 

We  praise  God  for  everything  that  has 
happened  and  for  all  that  is  coming!  We 
will  always  glorify  him! 

Willie  Berman 

Director  Mexico  Methodist  VIM 


Dentist  joins  Mexican  VIM  Team 


Tampico  mission  builds  parsonage 


Bienvenido!  to  Dr.  Rafael  Sifuentes  who  joins  the  local  Mexico  VIM  staff  and  will  be  serv¬ 
ing  along  with  LAVIM  dental  volunteers  in  the  MiniMedical  /  Construction  team  efforts. 
Volunteer  dentists  and  technicians  have  available  mobile  dental  units  which  enable 
them  to  do  all  procedures  normally  done  in  dental  offices.  Dr.  Sifuentes  is  a  recent 
graduate  of  a  Mexcian  dental  school  and  will  be  also  be  part  of  the  Clinica  Betania  staff 
as  well  as  travel  with  LAVIM  teams.  Dentists  are  encouraged  to  volunteer  on  the  more 
than  25  teams  planned  for  2007. 


iglesia  Metodista  de  Mexico  La  Resurreccion  (the  Church  of  the  Resurrection)  will 
receive  a  new  two  story  parsonage/fellowship  hall  through  the  work  of  LAVIM  teams. 
The  church  is  located  in  Tampico,  east  of  Mexico  City  and  on  the  Gulf  coast.  Pictured, 
left  to  right,  are  District  Superintendent  Fernando  Fuentes,  Pastor  Andres  Contreras, 
and  Mexico  VIM  Director,  Willie  Berman.  Two  LAVIM  teams  are  presently  scheduled  to 
serve  in  Tampico. 
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Standing  in  front  of  the  Methodist  Conference  center  in  Cuba  are  LAVIM  team  members, 
left  to  right,  Larry  Hiller,  Mark  Martin,  Jere  Johnston,  Charlie  Phipps,  Bill  O'Kelley,  Curt 
Bailey, Tilley  O'Kelley,  Rowena  Jones,  Meghan  Hochstetler,  Maritza  Bannon,  Libba 
Thompson  and  Tom  Howe.  Cuban  and  Louisiana  Methodists  work  together  to  pour  the 
foundation  for  the  new  Iglesia  Metodista  de  Boca  de  Camarioca.  A  young  local  named 
Freddy  stands  next  to  pastor  Jose  Rigusck  who  is  helping  LAVIM  team  members  Maritza 
Bannon  and  Tilley  O'Kelley  stir  concrete.  Bannon,  of  Cuban  descent,  was  able  to  see  her 
sister,  who  lives  in  Cuba,  for  the  first  time  in  1 2  years. 


School  of  theology  established  in  Cuba 


The  Cuba  Methodist  Conference  recent¬ 
ly  established  a  new  school  of  theology 
called  Centro  Cristiano  Metodista  de 
Estudios  Teologicos.  All  Methodist  stu¬ 
dents  and  professors  are  now  a  part  of  the 
new  school. 

At  a  recent  special  celebration.  Bishop 
Ricardo  Pereira  appointed  Rev.  Mario 
Perez  Lemus  as  the  new  rector  and  Rev. 
Roberto  Chaple  Sanchez  as  the  vice-rector. 
The  classes  are  currently  meeting  in  the 
Matanzas  Iglesia  Metodista.  A  more  per¬ 
manent  location  is  being  explored. 

In  September  of  2006,  the  Evangelical 
Seminary  in  Matanzas  and  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Cuba  parted  ways,  prompting 
the  move. 

The  first  United  States  annual  confer¬ 
ence  to  offer  a  helping  hand  was  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  A  LAVIM  team  that 


traveled  to  Cuba  in  November  brought  a 
suitcase  full  of  new  books  for  the  church 
library  -  the  only  Christian  books  in  the 
new  seminary  library. 

Rev.  Lemus  has  outlined  certain  imme¬ 
diate  needs  for  the  seminary.  Theological 
books  and  commentaries  in  Spanish  and 
economic  support  for  faculty  and  students 
would  be  appreciated.  Food  for  50  students 
and  professors  costs  $220  a  week  (or  $880 
a  month,  $  1 0,560  a  year).  Salaries  are 
needed  for  15  full-time  and  part-time  pro¬ 
fessors  at  $55  a  month  for  each  ($9,900  a 
year  total).  Also,  scholarships  for  post¬ 
graduate  studies  for  the  professors  would 
be  deeply  appreciated. 

If  you  would  like  to  help,  please  contact 
Dr.  Mark  Martin  with  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Cuba  Initiative  at 
mark@broadmoommc.org. 


Cuba,  from  page  1 
ofVaradaro.  In  2003,  a  hurricane  blew  the 
roof  off  of  the  town’s  existing  church,  leav¬ 
ing  four  walls  and  no  roof. 

When  we  arrived,  the  church  site  had 
been  leveled.  The  desolation  was  in  stark 
contrast  to  the  beauty  of  the  ocean  just 
across  the  street;  yet  the  work  site  had 
signs  of  new  life.  Footings  for  columns 
and  part  of  the  wooden  framework  for  the 
footing  for  the  rest  of  the  building  was  the 
only  thing  done  up  to  this  point.  Pastor 
Jose’Rigusck  and  his  wife,  Idalmys,  were 
renting  a  second  story  apartment  overlook¬ 
ing  the  church  site.  His  hope  was  that  we 
would  be  able  to  pour  the  foundational 
footings  so  the  concrete  block  walls  could 
be  erected.  This  opportunity  was  very 
exciting  since  it  is  rare  that  a  new  church 
building  can  be  built.  The  Cuba  Methodist 
Conference  sees  the  new  church  at  Boca  as 
a  strategic  location  for  evangelism. 

We  worshipped  together  with  the  small 
congregation  in  the  living  room  of  Pastor 
Jose’s  house.  The  service  was  very  animat¬ 
ed  with  Christian  chomses  (in  Spanish,  of 
course),  praise,  prayer  and  preaching.  I 
was  given  the  opportunity  to  preach  with  a 
translator.  We  also  worshipped  with  them 
at  Prayer  Meeting  on  Tuesday  night,  when 
Rev.  Tom  Howe  preached,  and  again  on 
Thursday  night  at  Bible  Study,  when  I  had 
a  chance  to  share  the  Word  once  more. 

The  more  we  worked  and  worshipped 
together,  the  more  we  truly  felt  like  a 
church. 

With  the  help  and  direction  of  church 
members — and  friends  of  Pastor  Jose  from 
his  home  church  in  the  Isle  de  la 
Joventud — we  went  to  work.  The  team 


cleared  the  ground  of  trash  and  rubble  to 
set  the  wooden  forms.  We  filled  the  bottom 
of  the  forms  with  rocks  and  dirt,  and  mix¬ 
ing  cement  one  wheelbarrow  at  a  time,  the 
mixture  was  poured.  Women  and  children 
placed  stones  inside  the  form  to  make  the 
union  stronger.  Each  team  member  wrote 
his  or  her  name  on  one  of  the  stones. 

In  addition  to  the  construction  efforts, 
the  team  was  able  to  bring  needed  medica¬ 
tions,  water  purifiers,  letters  from  youth 
and  children,  and  Vacation  Bible  School 
materials  in  Spanish. 

We  will  long  remember  people  like 
Pastor  Jose  and  Idalmys,  who  left  a  com¬ 
fortable  life  in  the  Isle  to  live  in  near 
poverty  conditions  to  build  a  church; 
Alejandro,  Ricardo  and  Odalys  who  at 
their  own  expense,  left  their  homes  and 
jobs  in  the  Isle  to  come  help  their  friend, 
Jose,  build  a  church;  Frank,  a  church  mem¬ 
ber  and  restaurant  maitre  de  who  cooked 
some  great  meals  for  us;  Marilyn,  Frank’s 
wife,  who  was  a  wonderful  hostess;  and 
Freddy,  the  nine  year  old  who  worked 
alongside  of  us,  and  who  had  the  vision  to 
draw  a  picture  of  the  finished  church. 

What  governments  can’t  accomplish, 
faith  in  Christ  can  accomplish.  People  of 
different  nationalities  building  a  church  - 
not  of  stone,  but  of  love  and  loving  rela¬ 
tionships. 

New  opportunities  to  join  an 
LAVIM/Cuba  Initiative  mission  are  set  for 
Nov.  8-18,  2007  and  Oct.  15  -25,  2009. 
Please  contact  the  LAVIM  office,  (225) 
346-1646,  or  Rev.  Mark  Martin,  (318)  861- 
0686,  for  further  information. 


Apiil  8-14,2007 


A  joyous  week  of  renewal  and  transfor¬ 
mation  of  the  soul,  and  hands  on  activ¬ 
ity  to  enhance  the  mission  and  beauty 
of  our  historic  Jurisdictional  mountain 
top  retreat  facility. 


Mark  you  calendars  for  the  annual  SCJ  Work  Week  at  Mount  Sequoyah,  historic 
Jurisdictional  Retreat  Facility  in  Fayetteville,  AR.  LAVIM  volunteers  have  participated  in  this 
week,  which  draws  volunteers  from  the  entire  Jurisdiction,  for  several  years.  Tasks  include 
bulb  planting,  bed  preparation  and  pruning  with  ReVTreva  Hall,  Mountain  garden  consultant, 
and  building  repair,  cleaning,  sealing  decks,  painting  throughout  the  Mountain  complex. 
LAVIM  team  leader  for  the  mission  will  be  Rev.  Tim  Lawson,  St.  John's  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 
The  mission  fee  per  volunteer  is  $263,  which  includes  meals,  administration  fees,  insurance 
and  a  $100  gift  to  the  facility  for  materials  and  supplies.  The  schedule  not  only  includes 
hands  on  work  on  the  facilities  but  devotionals,  worship  and  opportunities  for  games  and  fel¬ 
lowship  in  the  beautiful,  lush  surroundings  of  this  most  beautiful  outdoor  sanctuary  of  United 
Methodism.  Call  the  LAVIM  office  for  more  details. 
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2007  MEXICO 

MINI  -  MEDICAL/ 

CONSTRI 

ACTION 

REYNOSA,  CARBONERAS, 

MATAMOROS, 

NUEVO  PROGRESO, 

VALLE  HERMOSO 

OATES 

TEAM  LEADER 

January  10-14 

Jodi  Adams 

January  18-21 

Fred  Sullivan 

February  1-4 

Sharon  Glenn 

February  8-11 

Judd  Hammond 

March  1-4 

David  Bricker 

March  15-18 

Mike  Brandao 

April  12-15 

Tom  Dungan 

April  26-29 

Mark  Martin 

May  3-6 

Scott  Bullock 

May  10-13 

Jim  Gilbert 

May  17-20 

Mary  Anne 

Schindler 

June  7-10 

Pat  Rice 

June  21-24 

Mike  McLaurin 

July  5-8 

Sarah 

Timberlake/ 

Becky  Eschete 

July  19-22 

Sharon  Black 

August  2-5 

TBA 

August  16-19 

TBA 

September  6-9 

First  UMC 

Lake  Charles 

Sept.  20-23 

TBA 

October  4-7 

October  18-21 

Ann  Sutton 

November  1-4 

Glenn  Cambre 

November  7-12 

Tom  Dungan 

November  15-18  Jodi  Adams 

Irvin 

Nov.  29-Dec.  2 

Boudreaux 

December  6-9 

Pam  Perry 

TBA 

The  Discerners  Academy 

January  5-7,  2007 
The  Wesley  Center 
Woodworth,  La. 

Rev.  Carole  Cotton  Winn, 
director 

Featuring 

Dr.  William  B.  McClain 

For  more  information,  call 
Carole  Cotton  Winn  at 
(985)  639-9531 

Linda  Gregg  at  (225)  346-1646 
Lgregg3@bellsouth.net 


2007 


NIXIES 


2007  MISSION  OPPORTUNITIES 


INTERNATIONAL 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

TASK 

Bahamas 

May  19  -  June  2  or  3 

Abaco 

Jamie  Myers 

Construction 

Marsh  Harbor 

Northwestern  Wesley 

August  5-11 

Carpbodia 

Eleuthera 

Larry  Norman/ 
Jerry  Hilbun 

Construction 
Order  of  Elders 

February  1-10 

Phnom  Penh 

Jack  O'Dell 

Construction 

July  18-31 

Cuba 

Phnom  Penh 

Lamar  Oliver 

Construction 

November  8-18 

Guatemala 

Havana 

Mark  Martin 

Construction 

June  16-24 

Lemoa 

Stephen  Harmon 

Construction 

June  30  -  July  8 

Honduras 

Lemoa 

John  Krause 

Construction 

September  15-22 

India 

Talanga 

Dean  Sawyer 

Construction 

Feb.  16  -  Mar.  3 

Jamaica 

Bareilly,  Warne 
Babyfold 

Larry  Norman 

Construction/Repair/ 

VBS 

April  6-14 

Mexico 

Oc ho  Rios 

Circuit 

Marvin  Williams 
McNeese  Wesley 

Construction/Repair 

March  17-23 

San  Pablo  District 

Taylor  Moss 

Tulane  Wesley 

Construction 

March  17-24 

Tampico 

John  Bergstedt 

Construction 

June  9-16 

San  Pablo  District 

Will  Butterfield 

Construction 

October  20-27 

Peru 

Tampico 

Juan  Huertas 

Construction 

July 

South  Africa 

Tambo  de  Mora 

Nino  Falconi 
McNeese  Wesley 

Construction 

September 

Venezuela 

Capetown 

Mike  Owenby 

Construction 

July  13-23 

West  Africa 

El  Renuevo 

Larry  Norman 

Construction/Medical 

Ministries 

December  26  - 

Senegal 

Alonzo  Campbell 

General  Ministries 

January  7,  2008 

Zimbabwe 

Jackie  Campbell/Darlene  Moore 

July  2-18 

Manicaland 

Nancy  Wofford  Construction/Aids  Ministry 

USA 

Alaska 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

TASK 

June 

Ketchikan 

Allen  Tuten 

Construction 

July  20-29 

Arkansas 

Nome 

Judd  Hammond 

Construction/Repair 

April  8-14 

Kentucky 

Fayetteville/ 

Mount  Sequoyah 

Tim  Lawson 

SCJ  Work  Week 

Repair /Landscape 

September  22-30 

Louisiana 

Red  Bird  Mission/ 
Beverly,  KY 

Wybra  Price 

Construction/Repair 

January  25-27 

Mississippi 

Sager  Brown/ 
Baldwin,  LA 

Shelia  Edwards 

Packing/Repair 

February  8-11 

Gulfside  Assembly 

Dean  Sawyer 

Construction/Repair 

March  8-11 

Gulfside  Assembly 

Dean  Sawyer 

Construction/Repair 

June  7-10 

Ohio 

Gulfside  Assembly 

Dean  Sawyer 

Construction/Repair 

May  20-26 

Triple  S  Camp 

Bill  McKee 

Construction 
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The  Louisiana-South  Africa  VIM  Connection 


Richard  Bozart,  director  of  Volunteers 
in  Mission  for  South  Africa,  remembers  his 
first  mission  trip.  “  I  was  a  member  of  a 
team  from  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Roundrock,  Tex.  The  group  was  headed 
for  Haiti.  I  confess,  I  went  for  the  wrong 
reason,  thinking  it  would  be  a  nice  vaca¬ 
tion,”  said  Bozart  with  a  smile. 

After  Richard  returned  to  Texas,  he  got 
a  call  from  a  doctor  he  met  while  volun¬ 
teering  in  Haiti.  “The  doctor,  who  was  now 
volunteering  in  South  Africa,  invited  me  to 
come  and  serve  with  him  for  six  months. 
Those  six  months  turned  in  1 8  years,”  he 
laughed. 

Richard’s  arrival  hailed  the  beginnings 
of  the  VIM  program  in  South  Africa.  “Up 
until  that  time,  local  churches  would  have 
work  projects,  but  it  wasn’t  organized.  And 
South  Africa  had  not  received  any  foreign 
teams,”  he  explained.  “We  organized  the 
first  international  team  in  1989  with  a 
group  from  North  Carolina.” 

Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission’s  long¬ 
standing  commitment  to  service  in  South 
Africa  began  with  a  team  in  October  of 
2000  led  by  Jon  and  Lisa  Lord.  This  inau¬ 
gural  mission  happened  after  Larry 
Norman  traveled  to  South  Africa  to  set  up 
an  infrastructure  for  the  sending  of  teams. 
Since  then,  two  groups  from  Louisiana 
Tech  University  in  Ruston,  a  team  from 
McNeese  State  University,  and  three  other 
groups  have  traveled  to  work  in  South 
Africa. 

Over  the  course  of  Bozart’s  1 8  years  of 
service,  over  100  projects  have  been  com¬ 
pleted.  “A  lot  of  work  has  been  done  in 
Mozambique.  During  the  war,  many  of 
mission  stations  were  destroyed.  We  rebuilt 
one  of  the  dams  destroyed  in  Cambine  in 
order  to  generate  electricity  for  the  mission 
stations,”  said  Bozart. 

Some  of  the  most  important  work  done 
through  VIM  in  South  Africa  has  to  due 
with  coping  with  the  AIDS  crisis.  A 
LAVIM  team  from  Louisiana  Tech  in 
Ruston  worked  in  Katleahong,  outside  of 
Johannesburg,  helping  children  who  have 
been  orphaned  by  the  epidemic.  “A  lot  of 
households  are  headed  by  children  who  are 
no  more  than  10  or  12  years  old.  These 
children  are  responsible  for  their  younger 
siblings,  and  must  find  a  way  to  take  care 
of  them  while  trying  to  remain  in  school. 
The  Methodists  have  a  program  where 
those  younger  children  can  be  brought  to 
be  cared  for  during  the  day  while  the  older 
brother  or  sister  is  in  school.  Then  the 
older  child  comes  back  in  the  afternoon  to 
do  his  or  her  homework  and  get  a  meal.” 

The  children  are  also  being  taught  to 
plant  vegetable  gardens  so  that  they  can 
learn  to  grow  food.  “The  gardens  are  no 
bigger  than  the  size  of  a  door.  This  method 
of  planting  provides  a  high  growing  con¬ 
centration  in  a  small  area,  which  is  badly 
needed  because  there  is  not  much  land,”  he 
said. 

A  team  from  Trinity  Methodist  Church 
in  Springs,  east  of  Johannesburg,  recently 
completed  a  two  week  mission  to  New 
Orleans.  Eighteen  members,  ranging  from 
teen  to  middle  age,  held  car  washes  and 
sold  sausage  rolls  to  pay  their  way  to  the 
United  States  to  be  a  part  of  the  effort. 


8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70809 
(225)  346-1 535  (800)  256-931 7 

www.umf.org 


Remember  your  United  Methodist  Church 
in  your  year-end  gift  planning. 


A  team  from  Trinity  Methodist  Church  in  Springs,  east  of  Johannesburg,  South  Africa, 
recently  completed  a  two  week  construction  mission  to  New  Orleans.  Eighteen  mem¬ 
bers,  ranging  from  teen  to  middle  age,  held  car  washes  and  sold  sausage  rolls  to  pay 
their  way  to  the  United  States  to  be  a  part  of  the  effort.  A  second  team  from  South 
Africa  worked  out  of  St.  Mark's  Center  in  New  Orleans  in  May  of  this  year. 


The  Trinity  team  was  inspired  to  come 
to  New  Orleans  by  Jon  and  Lisa  Lord,  who 
came  back  from  their  trip  in  May  with 
slides  and  compelling  stories  of  the  work 
that  needed  to  be  done.  “The  Lords’  team 
worked  out  of  St.  Mark’s  center,  building 
bunk  beds,  painting,  and  restoring  the  cen¬ 
ter’s  pool,”  said  Bozart. 

Broadmoor  UMC  sent  a  LAVIM  team 
to  Balfour,  just  outside  of  Johannesburg,  in 
September  of  1995.  The  team  played  a 
large  role  in  the  actual  construction  of  a 
new  church,  in  addition  to  donating 
$25,000  toward  the  project. 

The  team  from  McNeese  also  helped 
with  the  construction  of  the  Balfour  church 
by  putting  up  the  trusses  for  the  building, 
as  well  as  working  at  Katleahong  with  the 
AIDS  ministry. 

The  relationship  continues  in  2007  with 
a  construction  team  from  First  UMC, 

Baton  Rouge  headed  to  South  Africa  in 
September. 

Richard  Bozart  explained  that 
Katleahong  means  “sharing  the  light.” 

“Our  relationship  with  Louisiana 
Volunteers  in  Mission  is  all  about  sharing 
light— the  light  of  love.” 


